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A b s tra c t

The N orth  York Moors form  a d i s t i n c t  g e o g ra p h ic a l re g io n  

c o v e rin g  an a re a  o f  o v e r s ix  hundred sq u a re  m iles*  W hile th e  c o a s ta l  

f r in g e  and i n t e r i o r  d a le s  have lo n g  been  farm ed th e r e  s t i l l  rem ain s a  

v e iy  l a r g e  a re a  o f  h ig h  m oorland where b ro ad  expanses o f  h e a th e r  form  

th e  m ost d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a tu r e  o f  th e  landscape*

The p h y s ic a l  f e a tu r e s  and th e  v e g e ta t io n  o f  th e  rem a in in g  moor

la n d  have been  d e s c r ib e d  in  o rd e r  to  make c l e a r  th e  problem s o f  

re c la m a tio n  and changing  lan d -u se*

Changes i n  la n d -u s e  d u rin g  n e a r ly  n in e  hundred  y e a r s  have 

in v o lv e d  b o th  m oorland re c la m a tio n  and changes in  th e  u se  o f  e x i s t i n g  

im proved la n d .  The Domesday Survey p ro v id e s  th e  e a r l i e s t  ev id en ce  o f  

la n d - u s e ,  and in d eed  some changes had a lre a d y  been  d e t a i l e d  in  th e  

Survey i t s e l f .  T hroughout th e  m ed ieval p e r io d  p io n e e r  fa rm in g  by th e  

m o n a s te r ie s  l e d  to  v e ry  g r e a t  changes, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  th e  u se  o f  moor

la n d .  D uring t h i s  p e r io d  to o ,  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  th e  F o r e s t  o f  P ic k e r in g  

in  th e  s o u th - e a s t  o f  th e  re g io n  and th e  en forcem ent o f  F o re s t  Law 

r e s t r i c t e d  th e  e x te n s io n  o f  fa rm ing  and some form s o f  la n d - u s e .

By th e  tim e th e  m o n a s te r ie s  were d is s o lv e d  in  1536 many o f  

t h e i r  g ran g e s  had been  e n c lo se d , w ith  some co n v e rs io n  from  a r a b le  to  

p a s tu r e .  Changes o f  t h i s  n a tu re  co n tin u ed  s low ly  d u r in g  th e  n e x t two 

hundred  y e a r s .



P a r lia m e n ta ry  e n c lo su re  i n  th e  m id -e ig h te e n th  c e n tu iy  l e d  to  

th e  re c la m a tio n  o f much l a r g e r  a re a s  o f  m oorland th a n  e v e r  b e fo r e ,  

u n t i l  by 1828 th e  g e n e ra l d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  m oorland and im proved farm  

la n d  was much th e  same as  i t  i s  to d a y .

D uring  th e  l a s t  c e n tu ry  m oorland re c la m a tio n  f o r  fa rm in g  h a s  

p roceeded  more s lo w ly , b u t  a f f o r e s t a t i o n  h a s  been  s y s te m a t ic a l ly  

u n d e rta k e n . On th e  im proved la n d  f l u c t u a t i o n s  i n  th e  p ro p o r t io n s  

u n d er a r a b le  and g ra s s  have r e s u l te d  from  d e p re s s io n s  and w a rs . The 

lo n g  h i s t o r y  o f  chang ing  la n d -u se  shows th e  change from  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  

to  r e g io n a l  s p e c i a l i s a t io n  made p o s s ib le  by  modern c o n d i t io n s .



Summary o f  O r ig in a l  Work

In  t h i s  t h e s i s  p rim ary  so u rces  have been used  f o r  th e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  

o f C hap ters I I I ,  IV , V and V II and to  a  l e s s e r  e x te n t  in  C h ap te r V I.

The fo llo w in g  maps have been  com piled from  m an u scrip t so u rc es  

F ig u re s  11 to  17 , 20 to  23 , and 26 .

F ie ld  work has been c a r r ie d  o u t f o r  f iv e  su c c e ss iv e  summers. F ig u re  26 

was c o n s tru c te d  a f t e r  th e  summer o f  1955*

The la y -o u t  o f  farm s in  p a r t  o f  B i ls d a le  (F ig .  l 6 and n o te s )  was 

r e c o n s tru c te d  by com bining a d e ta i l e d  a n a ly s is  o f two se v e n te e n th  

c e n tu ry  su rv ey s w ith  f i e l d  s tu d y  and th e  s tu d y  o f  la r g e  s c a le  maps 

( 1 : 2 , 500) .
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C hapter I  

P h y s ic a l C h a ra c te r

The N orth  York Moors from  a compact up land  re g io n  occupying 

th e  n o r th - e a s te r n  p a r t  o f th e  N orth R id in g  o f  Y o rk sh ire . The N orth  

Sea c o a s t  i s  everyvdiere backed by c l i f f s ,  re a ch in g  th e  rem arkab le  

h e ig h t  o f  over 600 f e e t  n e a r  Boulby. I n  th e  w est th e  moors descend  

by a  p r e c ip i to u s  sc a rp  to  th e  low lands o f  C leve land  and th e  V ale o f  

Mowbray, and in  th e  so u th  d ip  g e n tly  down to  th e  lo w -ly in g  f l o o r  o f  

th e  V ale o f  P ic k e r in g .

G e o lo g ic a lly  th e  moors com prise th e  n o r th e rn  e x tre m ity  o f  th e  

J u r a s s ic  o u tc ro p , which h e re  c o n s is t s  o f  a g re a t  v a r i e ty  o f  s h a le ,  

san d sto n e  and lim e s to n e  s t r a t a ,  ran g in g  in  age from  Lower L ia s  to  

C o ra l l ia n .  (P ig .  l ) ^

The Lower L ia s ,  c o n s is t in g  o f  d a rk  grey  s h a le s ,  ap p ea rs  on ly  

i n  th e  d a le s  o f th e  m oorland a re a  where stream s have c u t d eep ly  th ro u g h  

th e  o v e r ly in g  fo rm a tio n s , and in  th e  w ave-cut p la tfo rm  a lo n g  th e  c o a s t .  

The sa n d s to n e s , s h a le s  and i ro n - s to n e  bands o f  th e  M iddle and Upper 

L ia s  a re  th e  c h ie f  s c a rp - fo rm e rs , and a re  capped by th e  E s tu a r in e  

d e p o s i ts  o f moor g r i t ,  s h a le  and sand on which th e  m oorland h as  m ain ly  

d ev e lo p ed . The K e ll  away s Rock and Oxford C lay w hich o v e r l i e  th e

4
Compiled from  G e o lo g ic a l Survey one in ch  maps, s h e e ts  34 , 35 , 4 2 , 

4 3 , 4 4 , 52 , 53 , 54 . (New S e r ie s )
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Upper E s tu a r in e  sands appear on ly  in  i s o l a t e d  o u tc ro p s  n o r th  o f  th e  

Esk and in  a narrow  b e l t  ex ten d in g  from w est to  e a s t  a c ro s s  th e  

so u th e rn  p a r t  o f  th e  m oorlands, where they  form  a damp, i l l - d r a i n e d  '

v a le .  (F ig s .  1 and 2 ) .

South o f t h i s  v a le  r i s e s  th e  s te e p ,  n o rth w a rd -fa c in g  C o ra l l ia n

sc a rp , s t r e tc h in g  f o r  more th an  t h i r t y  m ile s  from th e  Hambleton H i l l s

in  th e  w est to  th e  Hackness H i l l s ,  o v e rlo o k in g  S carbo rough , in  the

e a s t .  The C o ra ll ia n  S e r ie s  c o n s is ts  o f  a l t e r n a t in g  l a y e r s  o f  g r i t s

and g r i t t y  l im e s to n e s , d ip p in g  g e n tly  southw ards to  th e  V ale o f

P ic k e r in g , where th e  lim e s to n e  d isa p p e a rs  under th e  Kimmeridge C lay
2

and th e  s u p e r f i c i a l  l a c u s t r in e  d e p o s i ts  o f th e  Vale f l o o r .

S t r u c tu r a l l y  th e  m oorland re g io n  i s  form ed on th e  J u r a s s i c  d ip  

s lo p e . A lthough th e  main d ip  i s  tow ards th e  s o u th , a  s l i g h t  e as tw ard  

t i l t  i s  d i s c e r n ib le  a l s o ,  c o n tin u in g  th e  Pennine d ip ,  and r e s u l t i n g  

in  a g e n e ra l d e c rea se  o f h e ig h t  from  w est to  e a s t .  The d ip  s lo p e  i s  

d i v e r s i f i e d  by a  s e r i e s  o f a n t i c l i n a l  fo ld s  o f T e r t i a r y  ag e . The

l a r g e s t  o f  th e s e  i s  th e  C leveland  a n t i c l in e  which form s th e  c r e s t  o f

th e  r e g io n . ( F ig .  2 ) .

F a u l t in g  has a ls o  o c c u rre d , e s p e c ia l ly  round th e  m arg ins o f 

th e  re g io n .

The g e o lo g ic a l  s t r u c tu r e  i s  most e a s i ly  d is c e r n ib le  in  th e  

f i e l d  th rough  i t s  in f lu e n c e  on th e  developm ent o f th e  d ra in a g e  p a t t e r n .

2
F or d e t a i l s  o f  ro ck  s t r a t a  see  W ilson V ., B r i t i s h  R eg iona l G eology, 

E a s t Y o rk sh ire  and L in c o ln s h ire ,  1948 p p .19-51*
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The e a s te r ly  d ip  m entioned above p rov ided  th e  s lo p e  on which th e  

Leven-Esk d ra in a g e  system  was i n i t i a t e d  b u t th e  a n t i c l i n a l  c r e s t s  o f  

th e  m oorland form  th e  main w a te rsh ed s , ( s e e  F i g .3 ). From th e  

most n o r th e r ly  o f  th e  fo ld s  sm all stream s d ra in  n o rth  and e a s t  tow ards 

th e  N orth  S ea , w h ile  an o th e r  group fo llo w s  th e  s lo p e  o f  th e  o p p o s ite  

f la n k  and d ra in s  southw ard in to  th e  E sk . From th e  C leve land  a n t i c l i n e  

( th e  main w a te rsh e d ) , s h o r t  stream s d ra in  northw ards to  jo in  th e  Esk 

on i t s  r i g h t  bank , b u t a  lo n g e r  and more pow erfu l s e r i e s  d ra in s  so u th 

w ard, c u t t in g  th rough  th e  C o ra ll ia n  escarpm en t, and e v e n tu a l ly  jo in in g  

th e  R iv e r  Derwent in  th e  Vale o f P ic k e r in g .

F in a l ly  i t  i s  n e c e ssa ry  to  m ention th e  e f f e c t  o f th e  Q uaternary  

Ic e  Age. G -lacial d e p o s its  a re  found on ly  on th e  m argins o f  th e  

re g io n  where b o th  b o u ld e r  c la y  and sands and g ra v e ls  a re  p ro m in en t.

The most e x te n s iv e  g l a c ia l  d e p o s i ts  l i e  in  th e  n o r th  and e a s t  betw een 

E skdale  and th e  c o a s t where th e  g e o lo g ic a l map ( F i g . l )  shows a b e l t  

o f b o u ld er c la y  f iv e  to  seven m ile s  in  w id th . The so u th e rn  m argin 

co rresponds v e iy  c lo s e ly  w ith  th e  p re s e n t  m oorland edge and ex ten d s 

to  a h e ig h t o f  over 800 f e e t  above Stanghow. G -lacial d e p o s i ts  a re  

a ls o  found in  E sk d a le , and a te rm in a l  m oraine l i e s  a  sh o r t  d is ta n c e  

to  th e  w est o f  Lealholm  s ta t io n  where i t  c ro s se s  th e  v a l le y  in  th e  

form  o f a huge r id g e .  P ro fe s s o r  K endall^  has shown t h a t  th e  ic e  

edge in  t h i s  p o s i t io n  dammed up the  Ésk and i t s  t r i b u t a r i e s  form ing

^ K endall P .F . and Wroot H.E. The G-eology o f Y o rk sh ire , 1912 V o l .I .

PP* 49 3-49 5*
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an e x te n s iv e  tem porary  la k e  in  which d e p o s i ts  o f  c la y  and g ra v e l  were 

l a i d  down.

The t r i b u t a r y  v a lle y s  below  th e  Lealholm  m oraine, namely 

Ib u m d a le  and th e  Murk Esk v a l le y ,  were occupied  by tongues o f  i c e ,  

and th ey  a ls o  c o n ta in  g l a c ia l  and l a c u s t r in e  d e p o s i ts .  B oulder 

c la y  covers th e  so u th e rn  c o a s ta l  d i s t r i c t  from Scarborough to  Harwood 

Dale and S ta in to n d a le .

To th e  w est o f th e  re g io n  d r i f t  re a c h e s  up th e  s lo p e  o f  th e  

Hambleton escarpm ent to  a  g e n e ra l h e ig h t  o f 430 to  600 f e e t .  In  the  

n o r th - f a c in g  In g leb y  G-reenhow re c e s s  where th e  unusual h e ig h t  and 

s te e p n e s s  o f  th e  s c a rp  p re s e n te d  a fo rm id ab le  b a r r i e r  to  th e  southw ard- 

moving i c e ,  d r i f t  h as been rec o rd ed  a t  1 ,050 f e e t . ^

G -lacial d e p o s i ts  a re  a b se n t from  a l l  th e  summit a re a s  o f th e  

c e n t r a l  m oorland and from a l l  th e  la rg e  d a le s .  I t  i s  th e  d r i f t l e s s  

up land  t h a t  form s th e  main p a r t  o f  th e  m oorlands.

The v e ry  v a r ie d  p h y s ic a l  c h a ra c te r  o f  th e  N orth  York Moors 

a llo w s th re e  su b -re g io n s  to  be d is t in g u is h e d  (F ig . 4)*

I  -  'The N o rth ern  B p u ld e r-c la y  P la te a u .

T h is c o a s ta l  p la te a u  i s  an up lan d  a re a  ly in g  m ostly  betw een 

300 and 700 f e e t  and te rm in a tin g  in  c l i f f s  a long  th e  c o a s t .  J t  i s  

th e  on ly  su b -re g io n  o f  th e  N orth  York Moors endowed w ith  an e x te n s iv e

^  I b id  p . 471 . The one in ch  g e o lo g ic a l map does n o t show d r i f t  a t  

such a h ig h  l e v e l .
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c o v erin g  o f  b o u ld e r - c la y ,  w ith in  w hich, n o r th  o f  th e  E sk , a re  p a tch es  

o f  g l a c i a l  sands and g ra v e ls .  The b o u ld e r  c lay  rea ch e s  i t s  maximum 

w id th  o f  f i v e  to  s ix  m ile s  in  th e  neighbourhood o f L iv e r to n . Though 

th e  p la te a u  r a r e ly  exceeds 700 f e e t  in  h e ig h t  i t  i s  exposed to  th e  

f u l l  fo rc e  o f  n o r th - e a s te r ly  winds from th e  sea  and i s  consequen tly  

b leeik . The on ly  s h e l te r e d  p la c e s  a re  th e  s te e p -s id e d  ra v in e s  

occup ied  by th e  sm a ll stream s d ra in in g  to  th e  c o a s t ,  and th e  l a r g e r  

more open v a l le y  o f  th e  Lower E sk. The s o i l s  developed on th e  b o u ld e r 

c la y  a re  heavy and r e l a t i v e l y  f e r t i l e ,  w hile  th o se  on th e  sand and 

g ra v e l  p a tc h e s  v ary  g r e a t ly  bo th  in  te x tu r e  and f e r t i l i t y .  D r i f t -  

l e s s  m oorland re a c h e s  th e  c o a s t n e a r  R avenscar, sou th  o f W hitby, and 

t h i s  marks th e  s o u th -e a s te rn  end o f th e  b o u ld e r c la y  p la te a u .

I I  -  The Moors and t h e i r  D a les .

The c e n t r a l  m oorlands form a la rg e  su b -re g io n  bounded on th e  

n o r th  and e a s t  by th e  b o u ld e r  c la y  p la te a u ,  on th e  w est by th e  Lower 

and M iddle J u r a s s ic  scarp  and on th e  sou th  by th e  C o ra ll ia n  escarpm ent. 

T h e ir  p la te a u  su rfa c e  com prising  b ro ad , g e n tly  r o l l i n g  i n t e r f lu v e s ,  

i s  composed o f E s tu a r in e  G-rit which w eathers in to  an i n f e r t i l e ,  a c id  

s o i l .  The g e n e ra l s lo p e  i s  to  th e  e a s t  and so u th , from  a maximum 

h e ig h t  o f  1,489  f e e t  in  U rra  Moor, n e a r  th e  c r e s t  o f  th e  w estern

boundary s c a rp .

W ith in  th e  m oorland th e  d a le s  form two d i s t i n c t  g roups, 

re c o g n is a b le  on accoun t o f t h e i r  p o s i t io n  and p h y s ic a l  c h a ra c te r .
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The f i r s t  group l i e s  n e a r  th e  n o r th e rn  m argin o f  th e  re g io n

and em braces th e  w e s t-e a s t  v a lle y  o f  th e  Esk and i t s  t r i b u t a r i e s .

The main Esk v a l le y  i s  broad  and f l a t - f l o o r e d  and c o n ta in s  d e p o s i ts  

o f b o u ld e r  c la y  and g l a c ia l  sands and g ra v e ls  which a re  found in

th e  d a le  a s  f a r  up as Danby. ( s e e  F i g . l ) .  The n o r th  bank

t r i b u t a r i e s  a re  sm all and t h e i r  v a lle y s  in co n sp icu o u s. The sou th  

bank t r i b u t a r i e s  a re  lo n g e r , flo w in g  from th e  main w a te rsh ed  o f th e  

c e n t r a l  m oorlands. T h e ir  d a le s  a re  broad and deep , w ith  L ia s  S h a les  

exposed in  t h e i r  f lo o r s  and s id e s .  They a re  o f more o r  l e s s  uniform

w id th  from  t h e i r  b ro ad  heads to  t h e i r  ju n c tio n s  w ith  E sk d a le . A

r e s i s t a n t  o u tcro p  o f m assive sandstone  n ear th e  base  o f th e  E s tu a r in e  

S e r ie s  makes th e  upper s lo p es  o f  each one craggy and p r e c ip i to u s ,  

w h ile  th e  low er s lo p e s , cu t th rough  weaker ro c k s , a re  g e n tle  and 

smooth. The c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  form of th e  c ro ss  s e c t io n  th u s  produced 

i s  shown in  th e  d iag ram (F ig . 5)* G -lacial d e p o s i ts  ex tend  in to  a l l  

th e s e  dales ex cep t B aysdale and W este rd a le , and in  th e  t r ib u t a r y  

v a l le y s  downstream from G -laisdale th ey  alm ost maslc th e  u n d e rly in g  

L ia s  S h a le s .

The second group o f  d a le s  tren d in g  southward from th e  main 

w atershed  c o n s is ts  o f th e  upper and m iddle p a r t s  of the  B i ls d a le ,  

B ra n sd a le , F arn d ale  and R osedale . The c ro ss  s e c tio n  changes so u th 

wards ( s e e  F ig . 6 ) .  In  th e  upper p a r t ,  where e ro s io n  h as exposed 

th e  L ia s  S h a le s , th e  g e n e ra l weakness o f th e  rocks has le d  to  th e
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formation o f broad, open d ales with more r e s is ta n t  s tr a ta  forming 

w ell marked benches and g iv in g  a c h a r a c ter is t ic  steepness to the 

upper s lo p es . In the lower part the d ales narrow as the Lias i s  

not reached and Estuarine d ep osits  form th e ir  f lo o r s . They widen 

almost im perceptibly as they cross the narrow vale of erosion  in  the  

Oxford Clay at the fo o t o f the C orallian  Limestone scarp and thus 

pass in to  Region I I I .

A ll these d a les are confined to the high western part o f the 

moorland reg ion , where the summit le v e ls  l i e  m ostly above 1,200 fe e t ,  

Eastwards, the height decreases s te a d ily  u n t i l  at the coast south o f  

Robin Hood*s Bay, the watershed l i e s  at l i t t l e  over 300 f e e t .  In 

th is  low er, eastern area, the r iv er  v a lley s  are sh orter, narrower 

and fewer in  number than in  the w est, and are cut e n tir e ly  w ithin  

the Estuarine form ation. In th is  eastern area the moorland remains 

almost unbroken.

I l l  -  The C orallian Outcrop.

The outcrop of C orallian Limestone forms the southernmost 

part of the North York Moors (see  F ig .1 .) .  I t s  northern boundary 

i s  marked by a w ell-d efin ed  scarp overlooking the narrow Oxford Clay 

vale; southwards the lim estone dips gen tly  towards the Vale of 

P ickering.

The Hambleton H ills  form the westernmost part o f the 

C orallian outcrop and the h igh est part o f the sub-region. From
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B lack  Ham bleton in  th e  n o r th ,  which exceeds 1 ,200  f e e t  in  h e ig h t ,  

th e  p la te a u  s lo p e s  southw ards f o r  e le v en  m ile s .  The so u th e rn  h a l f  

i s  c o n s id e ra b ly  lo w e r, though i t  does n o t f a l l  below  700 f e e t .

The p la te a u  s u r fa c e  so u th  o f  B lack  Hambleton i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  l e v e l  

( s e e  F i g .2 ) ,  b u t  i s  d eep ly  tre n c h e d  by a la r g e  number o f  v a l le y s  

o ccu p ied  by s h o r t  s tream s f lo w in g  eastw ard  in to  th e  Rye. The 

t r i b u t a r y  s tream s r i s e  as s p r in g s  from th e  perm eable C o ra ll ia n  Lime

s to n e  a t  a p p ro x im ate ly  600 f e e t ,  th e  u pper p a r t s  o f  th e  v a l le y s  b e in g  

d ry . The w e ste rn  boundary  o f  th e  Ham bletons i s  form ed by th e  

s te e p  so u th e rn  p o r t io n  o f  th e  main J u r a s s ic  s c a rp , p a r t l y  o v e r la in  

by g l a c i a l  d e p o s i ts .  The so u th e rn  boundary i s  th e  A m pleforth  f a u l t  

s c a rp ,  ru n n in g  from  e a s t  to  w e s t, and descend ing  a b ru p t ly  to  th e  

low lands o f  th e  C oxw old-G illing  gap.

Between R yedale  and Newtondale th e  l im e s to n e  up lan d  i s  known 

a s  th e  T a b u la r  H i l l s .  I t  i s  th e  n a rro w est p a r t  o f  th e  C o ra ll ia n  

o u tc ro p , re a c h in g  a w id th  o f on ly  th re e  m ile s  from  n o r th  to  so u th  

n e a r  H u tto n - le -H o le , though i t  w idens eas tw ard s  and w estw ards.

( s e e  F i g . l ) .  I t  i s  b reached  by sou thw ard -flow ing  stream s occupying 

R ic c a ld a le ,  K irk d a le ,  Newtondale and th e  low er re a c h e s  o f  F a m d a le  

and R o sed a le . A ll  th e s e  stream s d ra in  from  th e  d a le s  o f R egion I I  

and re c e iv e  rem arkab ly  few t r i b u t a r i e s  once th ey  e n te r  th e  C o r a l l ia n .  

A llig n e d  p a r a l l e l  w ith  th e  main d a le s  a re  numerous sh a llo w  dry 

v a l le y s  wdiich have been form ed e n t i r e l y  on the  perm eable C o ra ll ia n
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S u rfa ce  and whose f l o o r s  do n o t re a c h  th e  O xford C lay b e n e a th . The 

e f f e c t  o f  th e s e  v a l le y s  h a s  been  to  red u ce  th e  g e n tly  d ip p in g  su rfa c e  

o f  th e  C o ra l l ia n  L im estone to  a  s e r i e s  o f  f l a t - to p p e d  ta b le la n d s  

betw een 300 and 600 f e e t  h ig h , te rm in a t in g  on th e  so u th  in  a  s te e p  

b l u f f  o v e rlo o k in g  th e  a l l u v i a l  f l a t s  o f  th e  V ale o f  P ic k e r in g .

E a s t  o f  N ew tondale th e  C o ra l l ia n  o u tcro p  i s  d is t in g u is h e d  

a s  th e  H ackness H i l l s .  The lim e s to n e  h e re  b roadens o u t to  a 

maximum w id th  o f  seven  and a h a l f  m ile s  from  n o rth  to  so u th  betw een 

Whinny Nab and W ilto n , though i t  d e c re a se s  to  on ly  two m ile s  sou th  

o f  S carbo rough , ( s e e  F i g . i )  The h e ig h t  o f  th e  s c a rp  c r e s t

c o n tin u e s  to  d e c re a s e  eastw ard s  to  l e s s  th an  500 f e e t .  F or most o f 

i t s  le n g th  th e  sc a rp  f a c e s  n o r th ,  b u t from  Hackness Moor i t  swings 

s h a rp ly  s o u th - e a s t  and descends s te e p ly  to  th e  narrov/ b o u ld e r -c la y  

p l a i n  b o rd e r in g  th e  c o a s t .  The p la te a u  su r fa c e  i s  rem arkably  l e v e l ,  

b u t  i s  d is s e c te d  in  th e  w est by numerous d ry  v a l l e y s ,  a l l  r i s i n g  

w ith in  th e  C o ra l l ia n  L im estone a t  about 700 f e e t .  In  the  e a s t  a 

co m p lica ted  system  o f  v a lle y s  d r a in s  in to  th e  Derwent. Most o f  them 

have c u t down to  th e  Oxford Clay and c o n ta in  sm all s tre a m s , b u t a few 

a re  d iy .  ( s e e  F i g , l )  A l l  th e  v a l le y s  in  th e  H ackness H i l l s  a re  

rem ark ab le  f o r  t h e i r  very  s te e p  s id e s  and t h e i r  d e p th . The la rg e  

ones a re  a ls o  f l a t - f l o o r e d .  The degree  o f d i s s e c t io n  i s  so g re a t  

t h a t  in  many p la c e s  th e  p la te a u  h as been reduced  to  a s e r ie s  o f  f l a t -  

top p ed  s p u rs .
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The so u th e rn  boundary  o f  th e  Hackness H i l l s  i s  marked by a 

f a u l t  w hich b r in g s  th e  C o ra l l ia n  up a g a in s t  th e  Kimmeridge Clay.

I t  i s  r e c o g n is a b le  on th e  ground by a w ell-m arked change o f s lo p e , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  n o t ic e a b le  betw een W ilton  and S na in ton , where th e  term  

’* c liff**  i s  a p p lie d  to  th e  f e a tu r e  on th e  la rg e  sc a le  maps.^

S o i l s  th ro u g h o u t th e  C o ra ll ia n  su b -reg io n  a re  d e riv ed  d i r e c t ly  

from  th e  C o r a l l ia n  s t r a t a ,  which in  t h i s  a re a  a re  composed m ainly of 

g r i t s ,  w ith  o n ly  narrow  bands o f t r u e  lim e sto n e . The s o i l s  they  

p roduce  a re  e a s i l y  d ra in e d  b u t vary  g r e a t ly  in  t h e i r  f e r t i l i t y ,  

depend ing  on th e  p ro p o r t io n  o f  lim e th ey  c o n ta in . G-lacial d e p o s its  

a re  a b s e n t  e x ce p t in  th e  e a s t  n e a r  th e  c o a s t.

The p h y s ic a l  v a r i a t i o n s  found in  th e  th re e  sub-reg ions have 

g r e a t ly  a f f e c te d  th e  ty p e  o f la n d -u se  changes which have taken p lace  

d u r in g  th e  l a s t  n in e  c e n tu r ie s .  Changes in  lan d -u se  w il l  th e re fo re  

be d is c u s s e d  in  r e l a t i o n  to  th e  p h y s ic a l su b -reg io n s .

5 O .S. 1 :2 5 ,0 0 0  s h e e t  SE88 . & rid &ef: 864825-
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C hap ter I I  

M oorland V e g e ta tio n

At f i r s t  s ig h t  th e  v e g e ta t io n  o f  th e  N orth  York Moors 

a p p ea rs  s in g u la r ly  u n ifo rm . Wide t r a c t s  o f  h e a th e r  moor

occupy th e  f l a t  o r  g e n tly  r o l l i n g  p la te a u  s u r f a c e ,  w h ile  deciduous 

woodland covers th e  s te e p  s lo p e s  o f th e  escarpm en ts and v a l le y  

s i d e s ,  excep t where th e y  have been  c le a re d  f o r  c u l t i v a t io n .

W ith in  t h i s  a p p a re n tly  un ifo rm  p la n t  cover th e r e  a re  many v a r ia t io n s .  

F . B igee who s tu d ie d  th e  a re a  e x h a u s t iv e ly  f o r  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  in  th e  

e a r ly  p a r t  o f  t h i s  c e n tu ry , re c o g n ise d  fo u r  d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  o f 

v e g e ta t io n  and c l a s s i f i e d  them a cc o rd in g  to  th e  r e l a t i v e  abundance 

o f  th e  sp e c ie s  making up t h e i r  p la n t  a s s o c ia t io n s .  The

fo llo w in g  i s  a summary o f th e  p h y s ic a l  and b o ta n ic a l  f e a tu r e s  o f 

h i s  f o u r  ty p e s  o f  m oorland. The ty p e  a re a s  a re  shown on F ig .7*

1
E lg ee  F . The M oorlands o f N o r th -e a s te rn  Y o rk s h ire , 1912,

Chaps. I  -  VI; XVI.
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Type I  -  The M osses>

The m osses, com prising th e  w e tte s t  la n d  o f th e  re g io n , a re  

found c h ie f ly  along th e  main w atershed  between th e  b a s in s  o f th e  

Esk and Derwent (Region I I )  where th e  h e a v ie s t  r a i n f a l l  o f  th e  

d i s t r i c t  i s  ex p erien ced . From the  c l im a tic  s t a t i s t i c s  a v a i la b le  

i t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  th e  y e a r ly  p r e c ip i t a t i o n  on th e  w atershed  i s  

between t h i r t y - f i v e  and f o r ty  in c h e s . The mosses have developed

most f u l l y  e i t h e r  on f l a t  ground o r in  shallow  d ep re ss io n s  where th e  

n a tu r a l  d ra in a g e  i s  poo r. A ll  th e  mosses a re  u n d e rla in  by c layey  

sh a le s  o f th e  E s tu a r in e  S e r ie s  which p re v e n t th e  downward p e rc o la t io n  

o f su rfa c e  w a te r , and E lgee has suggested  th a t  th ey  may occupy th e  

s i t e s  o f fo rm er la k e s  o r  la rg e  poo ls which have become f i l l e d  w ith  

p e a t ,  in  some cases  to  a dep th  o f t h i r t y  f e e t .  The com bination 

o f heavy r a i n f a l l  and poor d ra in ag e  causes th e  p e a t to  rem ain 

s a tu ra te d  th ro u g h o u t th e  y e a r  to  such an e x te n t th a t  in  some bogs 

th e  c e n tre s  a re  r a i s e d  above th e  le v e l  o f  the  edges. E ig h t p la n t  

sp e c ie s  a re  found to  make up th e  g r e a te r  p a r t  o f the  v e g e ta t io n  and 

t h e i r  r e l a t i v e  abundance in  e leven  moss a re a s  i s  shown in  th e  

fo llo w in g  ta b le  which has been compiled by th e  w r i te r  from  E lgee*s 

d e s c r ip t io n s .^

^ B r i t i s h  R a in fa l l  1953, pp*165-166 . 

^ E lg e e , F . o p .c i t .  p p .77-97•
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Table 1 The V egetation o f the Mosses.

Name of 
Moss

Depth
of

Peat
Dominant Species

1 2 3 4 5 6

Harwood
Dale

30* Calluna Eriophorum Sedge Sphagnum M olinia E .T e tra lix

May Moss 10*-30* E .T e tra lix Calluna Eriophorum Sphagnum Sundew

Pike H ill 6 *- 7 * Calluna Eriophorum E rica Sphagnum

Y arlsey ? Juncus Sphagnum

Cock
Heads 6 * Calluna Eriophorum Sedge Sphagnum Juncus E rica

Urra
Moor 2*-3* Eriophorum Calluna Sphagnum Juncus E rica

South of 
Cock 
Heads

6 * + I
Bluewath 20* j No dati i

Loose
Howe 6*

1

Baysdale ? Calluna Eriophorum

Arden
Moor 2*-6* Calluna Eriophorum

10

11



35

I t  i s  c le a r  from th e  ta b le  th a t  h e a th e r  and co tton  g rass 

a re  th e  dom inant s p e c ie s , growing on p e a t o f very  v a ried  dep th .

When f o r  any rea so n  th e  supply  o f w ater d ecreases the  moss may 

slow ly  d ry  o u t .  D if fe re n t  a s s o c ia t io n s  of p la n ts  then  co lon ise  

th e  p e a t ,  which i s  th u s  converted  in to  "F a t Moor".

Type I I  -  The F a t Moors.^

The f a t  moors resem ble th e  mosses in  be ing  developed on th ic k
I

p e a t b u t d i f f e r e n t  from them by v i r tu e  o f t h e i r  d r ie r  su rface .

The f a t  moors a re  g e n e ra lly  found surrounding  th e  w atershed , a t  

s l i g h t l y  low er a l t i t u d e s  than  the  mosses and on g e n tly  slop ing  

ground. They a re  u s u a l ly  u n d e rla in  by a la y e r  o f hard-pan developed 

in  th e  sandy, g r i t t y  o r clayey s o i l s  derived  from th e  E stu arin e  

S e r ie s .  These s o i l s  a re  poor in  p la n t  food , p a r t ly  because o f the  

la c k  o f so lu b le  m in e ra ls  in  th e  Moor G r i t ,  and p a r t ly  owing to  heavy 

le a c h in g . Pan i s  im portan t c h ie f ly  because i t  p rev en ts  the  ro o ts  

o f p la n ts  from  reach in g  beyond the p ea t la y e r  to  the  su b -s o il  below. 

T h is does no t have any n o tic e a b le  e f f e c t  on th e  h e a th e r , b u t i t  does 

produce s tu n te d  growth in  any se e d lin g  t r e e s  which appear and may 

th e r e f o re  be re s p o n s ib le  f o r  the  absence of n a tu ra l  f o r e s t  o r scrub 

v e g e ta t io n  in  p o s i t io n s  where such growth would o therw ise  be p o ss ib le , 

C onsequently  th e  v e g e ta tio n  c o n s is ts  o f sh a llo w -ro o ted , a c id -lo v in g

4 E lg e e , F . op. c i t .  p p .38-47*



p la n ts ,  m ostly E ricaceae . The fo llow ing ta b le  shows the dominant

p la n ts  in  e ig h t co n tra s ted  a re a s , of which seven are  s itu a te d  on 

the  Moor G rit (Region I I )  and one on the  summit o f Black Hambleton 

on the  C o ra llia n . (Region I I I ) .
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Table 2 The V egetation of the Fat Moors. 

(Compiled from d e sc r ip tio n s  by F. E lgee.)

P o s itio n  of Dominant Species
sample a rea . 1. 2. 3. 4 . 5.

Kempswithen Calluna E rica Vaccinium E.Vaginatum

Head of 
Stockdale Calluna Vaccinium Eriophorum

Danby Beacon Calluna M olinia Eriophorum Juncus Sphagnum

B asington 
High Moor Calluna + Eriophorum or Carex or Sphagnum

L i l i a  Cross Calluna

Black
Hambleton Calluna Vaccinium Empetrum Eriophorum

Cropton Moorj Calluna M olinia E rica Myrica gale

1
Cawthorn Moor)

3

4

The Table shows th a t in  every case Calluna i s  the dominant sp ec ies , as 

in  most of the mosses, and in  the v ic in i ty  of L i l ia  Cross i s  s u f f ic ie n t ly  

abundant to exclude everything e lse .
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At some tim e  most o f  th e  f a t  moors have been  b u rn t  e i t h e r  

a c c id e n ta l ly  o r  by c a r e f u l ly  r e g u la te d  f i r e s  s t a r t e d  by fa rm e rs  o r 

gam ekeepers. A new growth o f h e a th e r  may ta k e  up to  fo u r te e n  y e a r s  

to  become e s ta b l i s h e d ,  d u rin g  which tim e th e  swidden o r b u rn t  a re a  

may be c o lo n ise d  by a v a r ie  o f p l a n t s .  The sp e c ie s  which appear 

a re  d e te rm in e d  by th e  v e g e ta t io n  o f th e  su rro u n d in g  u n b u m t a r e a s ,  

and by th e  type o f s o i l  and degree o f n a tu r a l  d ra in a g e . L iv e rw o rts , 

m osses and l ic h e n s  o f te n  form th e  f i r s t  p la n t  c o v e r, and a re  g ra d u a lly
. I

re p la c e d  by f lo w e rin g  p la n ts  such as h e a th e r ,  b i lb e r r y  and g ra s s e s  which 

a t  f i r s t  form  a c lo s e ,  low-growing t u r f .  O c ca s io n a lly  an a s s o c ia t io n  

in c lu d in g  p u rp le  b e l l  h e a th  (E r ic a  c in e r e a ) ,  b i lb e r r y  o r  b racken  may 

a p p e a r, p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  m arg inal a re a s .  A s so c ia t io n s  c o n ta in in g  a 

la r g e  p ro p o r t io n  o f b rack en  o r g rass  a re  o f te n  in d ic a t iv e  o f  changing 

p h y s ic a l  c o n d itio n s  and a re  regarded  as form ing th e  t h i r d  ty p e  o f 

m oorland.

5
ty p e  I I I  The Thin Moors.

Thin moor i s  found tow ards th e  edges of th e  m oorland a r e a ,  

m ainly  in  re g io n s  I  and I I I .  I t s  su rfa c e  i s  n o t ic e a b ly  d r i e r  th an  

t h a t  o f th e  f a t  moors and m osses, and i t s  p e a t  cover i s  so th in  t h a t  

rock  f re q u e n tly  p ro tru d e s  th rough  i t .  W hite o r  g rey  sand c a r r ie d  by

^ Op. c i t .  pp . 65- 76 .
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w a te r  c o l l e o t s i n  p a tc h e s  on th e  su r fa c e . Hard pan i s  a b se n t. The 

t h in  moor no rm ally  develops a t  low er a l t i t u d e s  th an  th e  f a t  moors 

and m osses. Of th e  f iv e  a re a s  quoted in  th e  fo llo w in g  T able fo u r  

l i e  betw een 750 and 85O f e e t ,  w h ile  on ly  B irk  Nab rea ch e s  1,000 

f e e t .

T ab le  3 The V e g e ta tio n  o f  th e  Thin Moors.

P o s i t io n  o f  
sam ple a re a

Dominant S p ec ies

1. 2 . 3 . 4 . 5 .

Danby Low Moor C alluna Nardus E r ic a J .S q u a rro su s L ichens

S tan^ow  Moor S e irp u s E r ic a E.Vaginatum M olin ia Rushes

H utton  M ulgrave 
Moor E r ic a Nardus S e irp u s Eriophorum

B irk  Nab C alluna

B o o n h ill G rassy  c 
U

ommonlan
__________

d

3

4

5

The T ab le  shows s e v e ra l  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  th e  v e g e ta t io n  

o f  th e  t h in  moors compared w ith  t h a t  o f o th e r  ty p e s  o f  moor. C a llu n a  

a p p e a rs  a s  th e  dom inant p la n t  in  on ly  two o u t o f  th e  f iv e  a r e a s ,  

f i r s t  p la c e  b e in g  tak en  in  one case by g r a s s e s ,  in  a n o th e r  by E r ic a  

t e t r a l i x ,  and in  th e  o th e r  by tu f te d  c lub  ru s h . The p ro p o r t io n s  

i n  which each p la n t  o ccu rs  va ry  g r e a t ly  from one a re a  to  a n o th e r . 

H ea th e r i s  u s u a l ly  th in  and s tu n te d  in  i t s  grow th , and i s  dom inant
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o n ly  when th e  ground i s  f a i r l y  w et. Under th e se  c o n d itio n s  i t  may 

be th e  o n ly  p la n t  p re s e n t .  In  o th e r  case s  th e  th in  moors c o n s is t  

o n ly  o f  c o a rse  g ra s se s  in te r s p e r s e d  w ith  clumps o f t u f te d  club ru s h . 

E r ic a  and o c c a s io n a l ly  C a llu n a . Where th e re  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  dep th  

o f  s o i l  t r e e s  may grow among th e  m oorland p la n t s .  T his has happened 

on R iev au lx  and H elm sley Moors where p la n ta t io n s  o f p in e s  have 

p ro v id e d  a  re a d y  source  o f seed which has been c a r r ie d  by th e  wind 

to  h i t h e r to  u n fo re s te d  m oorland n ea rb y . A lthough th e  moorland 

p ro v id e s  c o n d it io n s  under which th e  seeds can g e rm in a te , growth i s  

o f te n  s tu n te d ,  p ro b ab ly  a s  much by th e  wind as by th e  s o i l .  Thus 

t r e e s  n e v e r form  an im p o rtan t e lem ent i n  th e  v e g e ta t io n  o f th e  th in  

m oors.

Type IV -  The M oorland S lo p e s .

I t  h a s  been shown in  th e  fo re g o in g  pages t h a t  t r u e  m oorland 

w ith  i t s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  p e a ty  s o i l  and dom inant h e a th e r  develops 

on th e  m o re -o r - le s s  l e v e l  summits o f  th e  re g io n . The s te ep  s lo p e s  

o f  th e  v a l le y  s id e s  and o f  th e  escarpm ents o f th e  Moor G r i t  and th e  

C o ra l l ia n s  su p p o rt a somewhat d i f f e r e n t  a s s o c ia t io n  o f  p la n ts  and 

a re  t r a n s i t i o n a l  betw een th e  moors and th e  su rro u n d in g  re g io n s .

The v a r ie d  ro ck  o u tc ro p s  and r e s u l t a n t  s o i l s  a re  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  

g r e a t  v a r i e ty  o f p la n t s  compared w ith  th o se  o f  th e  m oorland sum m its, 

a  v a r i e ty  which em braces every  g ra d a tio n  from h e a th e r  to  mixed wood

la n d ,  though th e r e  i s  abundant ev idence  to  su g g est t h a t  th e  s lo p e s
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have in  th e  p a s t  been alm ost e n t i r e l y  t r e e —c la d . At th e  p re s e n t 

day th e r e  i s  co m p ara tiv e ly  l i t t l e  n a tu r a l  woodland. The main 

s p e c ie s  a re  oak , b i r c h ,  rowan and S c o t’ s p in e . On th e  n o r th e rn  

f la n k  o f  E skdale  betw een C a s tle to n  and Commondale where th e  s lope  

i s  sunny , th e  woodland has a lu x u r ia n t  undergrow th o f  b ra c k e n , one 

o f  th e  m ost f r e q u e n t ly -o c c u r r in g  p la n ts  o f  th e  m oorland s lo p e s . I t  

ap p ea rs  a g a in  among th e  woodland in  Newton D ale , a s  w e ll as in  a wide 

v a r i e ty  o f  s im ila r  s i t u a t io n s  on th e  m argins o f  th e  moors. The 

i n a b i l i t y  o f  i t s  ro o ts  to  p e n e t r a te  th e  h a rd -p an  and i t s  in to le ra n c e  

o f  s tro n g  w inds re n d e r  i t  u n su ite d  to  a m oorland h a b i t a t ,  so th a t  th e  

p re se n c e  o f  b rack en  on a s lo p e  can u s u a l ly  be tak en  to  in d ic a te  th e  

fo rm er e x is te n c e  o f woodland. Where t r e e s  a re  a b sen t i t  i s  o f te n  

a s s o c ia te d  w ith  g ra s s e s ,  b u t where growth i s  ve ry  v ig o ro u s , f o r  

example on th e  sou th  s id e  o f  S cugda le , few o th e r  p la n ts  a p p e a r.

The o c cu rren c e  o f  wood s o r r e l ,  p rim rose  and dog v i o l e t  among th e  

h e a th e r ,  f o r  example on th e  s lo p e s  below  High C l i f f  o v e rlo o k in g  

G uisborough , i s  a  f u r th e r  in d ic a t io n  t h a t  woodland h as e x is te d  th e re

a t  some tim e in  th e  p a s t  b u t  has now been re p la c e d  by a p redom inan tly

m oorland f l o r a .  In  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  case  th e  F i r s t  E d it io n  of th e  Six

In ch  Ordnance Survey maps shows t h a t  woodland e x is te d  on th e  s lo p e s  in

th e  m iddle o f  l a s t  c en tu ry  ( 1851 ) ,  so t h a t  c le a r in g  and th e  sub

seq u en t sp re ad  o f  e r i c e t a l  p la n t s  must have taken  p la c e  in  l e s s  than  

a hundred y e a r s .  The s u i t a b i l i t y  o f th e  s lo p e s  f o r  e i t h e r  a g r i c u l tu r a l  

improvement o r  a f f o r e s t a t i o n ,  as w e ll a s  th e  demand f o r  tim b e r in  an
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a re a  where wood i s  s c a rc e , has le d  to  a g re a t  d e a l  o f  in te r f e r e n c e  

w ith  th e  n a tu r a l  f l o r a  so t h a t  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  a t  th e  p re s e n t  day to  

make any r e l i a b l e  g e n e r a l i s a t io n s  about th e  o r ig in a l  p la n t  cover.

The enormous v a r ie ty  o f p la n t  a s s o c ia t io n s  found on th e  s lo p e s  

p ro b ab ly  r e p r e s e n t  s ta g e s  in  c o lo n is a t io n  fo llo w in g  human i n t e r 

fe re n c e  a t  d i f f e r e n t  tim es in  th e  p a s t .

In  th e  fo re g o in g  acco u n t o f th e  ty p e s  o f moorland to  be 

found in  N o r th -e a s te rn  Y o rk sh ire  i t  h as been  shown t h a t  t h e i r  

g e o g ra p h ic a l d i s t r i b u t i o n  conform s in  a g e n e ra l way v d th  a r e l a t i v e l y  

sim ple p a t t e r n .  The m osses, c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e  h i p e s t  p a r t s  o f  

th e  r e g io n , a re  developed  under c o n d itio n s  o f  extreme w e tn ess , 

r e s u l t i n g  from  a com bination  o f co m p ara tiv e ly  heavy r a i n f a l l  and 

po o r d ra in a g e . Because of t h e i r  a l t i t u d e  th e y  a re  exposed to  th e  

maximum e f f e c t  o f  lo c a l  tem p era tu re  changes and s tro n g  w inds. The 

f a t  moors commonly develop on th e  s l i g h t l y  d r i e r  ground su rro u n d in g  

th e  w a te rsh e d s , a t  low er a l t i t u d e s  th a n  th e  mosses where r a i n f a l l  

may b e  s l i g h t l y  l e s s  and an in c re a s e d  s lo p e  g iv e s  b e t t e r  d ra in a g e . 

Exposure to  wind and sun however a re  u n l ik e ly  to  be v e ry  d i f f e r e n t .  

The th in  moors on th e  v/hole occupy th e  m arg ins o f th e  re g io n  where 

s t i l l  d r i e r  c o n d it io n s  have p re v e n te d  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f \ery  much 

p e a t ,  w h ile  th e  s te e p ,  w e ll  d ra in e d  v a l le y  and escarpm ent s lo p e s  

a re  t r a n s i t i o n a l  b o th  b o ta n ic a l ly  and g e o g ra p h ic a lly  betw een th e  

u p lan d s  and lo w lan d s .

I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  th e  type  o f  v e g e ta t io n  which develops* in
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any p a r t  o f th e  m oorland re g io n  appears to  depend upon c lim a te , 

a l t i t u d e ,  th e  e f f ic ie n c y  o f th e  n a tu r a l  d ra in a g e  and i n t e r 

fe re n c e  by man. Everywhere th e  s o i l  i s  a c id .

None o f th e  v e g e ta t io n  ty p es  can be a ss ig n ed  e x c lu s iv e ly  

to  any o f  th e  th re e  m oorland r e g io n s . In  Region I  (The n o r th e rn  

b o u ld e r  c la y  p la te a u )  most o f th e  m oorland rem ain ing  today  i s  th in  

moor, developed  on g l a c i a l  sands and g ra v e ls  and on th e  Moor G r i t .  

There i s  some f a t  moor a l s o ,  n o ta b ly  in  E as in g to n  High Moor.

Mosses a re  a b s e n t. In  Region I I  (The moors and t h e i r  d a le s )  a l l  

ty p e s  o f m oorland v e g e ta t io n  o c c u r, though mosses and f a t  moors 

p red o m in a te . Woodland s t i l l  e x i s t s  in  some o f th e  d a le s .

R egion I I I  (The C o ra l l ia n  o u tc ro p ) a ls o  in c lu d e s  a l l  ty p es  o f 

p la n t  a s s o c ia t io n .  Mosses and f a t  moors a re  co n fin ed  to  th e  h ig h e s t  

p a r t ,  n e a r  th e  summit o f  B lack  Hambleton: th in  moor p redom inates

everyw here e l s e  and th e  s te e p  v a l le y  s id e s  a re  m ostly  wooded. In  

a l l  th r e e  r e g io n s  re c la m a tio n  has made in ro a d s  in to  a l l  ty p e s  of 

v e g e ta t io n  ex ce p t th e  m osses, w ith  consequen t changes in  la n d -u s e  

from  rough g ra z in g  to  some form  o f  c u l t i v a t io n .



43

C hapter I I I  

The Domesday Survey

An accoun t o f lan d -u se  changes in  p e rio d s  f a r  d i s ta n t  from 

th e  p re s e n t  day must r e ly  e n t i r e ly  on th e  scan t w r i t te n  reco rd s  of 

th e  t im e . For t h i s  purpose th e  Domesday Survey i s  un ique. While 

i t  was n o t in te n d e d  a s  a lan d -u se  survey in  th e  modem sense i t  

c o n ta in s  a rem arkab le  body o f in fo rm a tio n  which e i t h e r  d i r e c t ly  o r 

i n d i r e c t l y  makes p o s s ib le  a re c o n s tru c t io n  in  broad  o u tlin e  o f e leven th  

c e n tu iy  la n d -u s e .

The Survey f o r  n o r th - e a s t  Y orksh ire  re c o rd s  a la rg e  number 

o f v i l l s ,  th e  d i s t r ib u t i o n  o f which i s  shown in  F ig , 8 where th e  s i t e
A

o f  a lm ost every  v i l l  m entioned in  th e  survey has been p lo t te d .  A

few have l e f t  i n s u f f i c i e n t  ev idence f o r  t h e i r  s i t e s  to  be determ ined 

w ith  any d eg ree  o f accu racy . T h e ir absence can make l i t t l e  d if fe re n c e  

to  th e  main f e a tu r e s  o f th e  se ttle m e n t p a t te r n .  Each v i l l  con ta ined  

one o r  more m anors, and th e se  were th e  b a s ic  u n i t s  of farm ing 

o rg a n is a t io n .  P lough land , meadow and woodland made up th e  m anorial 

fa rm -la n d , th e  woodland being  valued  f o r  th e  p a s tu rag e  i t  p ro v ided . 

M oorland g ra z in g  was never m entioned.

 ̂ F o r method o f id e n t i f y in g  v i l l s  see Maxwell I .S .  The G eographical 
I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f Domesday V i l l s .  T ran sa c tio n s  o f th e  I n s t i t u t e  o f 

B r i t i s h  G eographers 1950 p p .97-121.
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P lough land  e n t r i e s  o f te n  in c lu d ed  th e  amount of plough

la n d  ( i n  c a ru c a te s )  and th e  number o f ploughs in  u se , both a t  the  

tim e o f King Edv/ard* s death  in  1066 , and a t  th e  tim e o f th e  survey 

in  1086. T h is in fo rm a tio n  makes i t  p o s s ib le  to  compare th e  plough

lan d  a t  th e  b eg in n in g  and end o f th e  twenty y e a r  p e rio d . At the  

b e g in n in g  o f th e  p e r io d , in  1066, p lough land  formed an im portan t p a r t  

o f each manor. In  IO69 the  Conqueror’ s arm ies marched northw ard 

to  th e  T ees, d e s tro y in g  e v e ry th in g  w ith in  re a c h . F ig . 8 shows only 

too  c le a r ly  th e  e f f e c t  o f t h i s  d e v a s ta tio n  in  n o r th -e a s t  Y o rk sh ire , 

s t i l l  a p p aren t a t  th e  tim e o f th e  survey seven teen  y e a rs  l a t e r .  Many 

o f  th e  v i l l s  rec o rd ed  in  IO86 were s t i l l  u n in h a b ite d , and Tfdiere th e re  

was no h a b i ta t io n  i t  i s  u n l ik e ly  th a t  th e re  would be much ploughland 

s t i l l  in  u se . Thus in  F ig . 8 th e  v i l l s  which were w holly o r p a r t ly  

c u l t iv a te d  in  IO86 a re  d is t in g u is h e d  from th o se  s t i l l  e n t i r e ly  

d e v a s te d , and th e  map in d ic a te s  where th e  a ra b le  lan d  had dim inished  

s in c e  IO69 .

Meadowland was reco rded  in  l e s s  th an  a th i rd  o f th e  manors 

in  n o r th - e a s t  Y o rk sh ire . Except in  P ic k e rin g  and i t s  soc lands a l l  

e n t r i e s  o f  meadow a re  g iven  in  a c re s . The q u a n ti t ie s  o f meadow 

v a r ie d  c o n s id e ra b ly  from  p lace  to  p la c e , though th e  acreages were 

u s u a l ly  f a i r l y  sm all ( F i g .9 ) » I t  i s  o f course  im possib le  to  

de te rm ine  th e  e x ac t s i t e  o f meadowland w ith in  a v i l l ,  b u t the  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  v i l l s  w ith  meadow, shows a rem arkable r e la t io n s h ip
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w ith  p h y s ic a l  c o n d it io n s . T h is w i l l  he d isc u sse d  in  d e t a i l  l a t e r ,  

when th e  th r e e  p h y s ic a l  su b -re g io n s  a re  considered  s e p a ra te ly .

The v i l l s  in  which woodland was reco rded  re p re se n t only a 

v e ry  sm all p ro p o r tio n  o f th e  t o t a l  number o f v i l l s  in  the  a re a .

Whenever a c tu a l  amounts o f woodland a re  s t a te d ,  th e  measurements of 

le n g th  and b re a d th  a re  g iven in  lea g u es  and fu r lo n g s . Underwood 

( s i l v a  m inuta) i s  o c c a s io n a lly  m entioned w ithou t any in d ic a tio n  of 

i t s  e x te n t  b e in g  g iv en . In  F ig . 10 th e  l i n e a r '  measurements o f the  

woods have been  drawn and th e  l in e s  r e p re s e n tin g  le n g th  and b read th  have 

been  p la c e d  w ith in  th e  b o u n d aries  o f  th e  modem p a r is h  b earin g  th e  nsune 

o f  th e  Domesday v i l l .  The map shows th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  of woodland in  

th e  th re e  p h y s ic a l  r e g io n s . By c o n tr a s t .  P ig . 11 a ttem p ts  to  show 

th e  r e l a t i v e  p ro p o r tio n  o f c e r ta in  v i l l s  occupied by woodland. In  

c o n s tru c t in g  th e  map th e  extrem e measurements o f th e  woodland have 

been  compared w ith  th e  extreme measurements o f th e  whole manor and 

c a lc u la te d  as a f r a c t i o n  o f  i t .  U n fo rtu n a te ly  th e  measurements of 

th e  manor a re  n o t alw ays g iv en , so th a t  no t a l l  th e  manors co n ta in in g  

woodland could  be re p re se n te d  on th e  map.

The d i s t r ib u t io n  o f farm  lan d  shown in  F ig s . 8 , 9 and 10 

i s  c lo s e ly  r e l a te d  to  th e  p h y s ic a l  c h a ra c te r  o f the  th re e  sub- 

re g io n s  o f  n o r th - e a s t  Y o rk sh ire , and th e se  w i l l  now be d e sc r ib e d  

in d iv id u a l ly .
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Region I . The N o rth ern  B o u ld e r-c la y  P la te a u .

A com parison o f  th e  g e o lo g ic a l map (P ig . 1) w ith  th e  map 

showing s e t t le m e n t  in  1066 (P ig .  8) r e v e a ls  a rem arkably h igh  con

c e n t r a t io n  o f  s e ttle m e n t in  t h i s  re g io n  o f b o u ld e r c la y . The 

c lo s e s t  s e t t le m e n t  was in  th e  low er Esk v a l le y  w ith in  th re e  m iles of 

th e  r i v e r  m outh, where lo w -ly in g  la n d  was more ex te n s iv e  than  in  any 

o th e r  p a r t  o f th e  b o u ld e r -c la y  re g io n . There i s  a n o tic e a b le  absence 

o f  s e t t le m e n t  from  a re a s  Tdiere g l a c ia l  sands and g ra v e ls  are  wide

sp re a d . P ig . 8 a ls o  shows t h a t  th e  reg io n  su f fe re d  se v e re ly  in  th e  

d e v a s ta t io n  o f 1069, and even by 1086, o u t o f  fo r ty -tw o  v i l l s  in  the 

r e g io n ,  on ly  seven were as f u l l y  c u l t iv a te d  as they  had been p re v io u s ly , 

th e  r e s t  hav ing  rem ained  e i t h e r  w holly  o r p a r t ly  in  a s t a te  o f 

d e v a s ta t io n .  A ll  th e  v i l l s  showed a d ecrease  in  value between 1066 

and 1086. There i s  n o t a s in g le  in s ta n c e  o f a manor which in c re a sed  

in  va lue  d u r in g  th o se  y e a r s ,  and only  one where th e  va lue  remained 

unchanged. In  some case s  th e  d ecrea se  was v e iy  la r g e .  One manor 

in  S k e lto n  v i l l  had f a l l e n  in  va lue  from 4 0 /-  T.R.B. to  l 6 / - ,  w hile  

Lythe had dropped from  2 0 /-  to  $ /6 d . Time a f t e r  tim e th e  words 

"w asta  e s t ” fo llo w  th e  e n t r i e s ,  th u s  in d ic a t in g  th e  e n t i r e  lo s s  o f 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  v a lu e . The lo s s  o f va lue  i s  r e f le c te d  again  by changes 

in  th e  a re a  a c tu a l ly  under th e  p lough . The v i l l s  of th e  bo u ld er 

c la y  p la te a u  were tax ed  on a t o t a l  o f 172 c a ru c a te s , w hile  th e  survey 

re c o rd e d  on ly  109 c a ru c a te s  a c tu a l ly  in  use in  1066. By 1086 only
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tw e n ty -fo u r  p loughs were w orking in  the e n t i r e  re g io n , te n  o f th ese  

in  th e  group o f  v i l l s  n e a r  th e  Esk mouth. Reckoning a t  th e  r a te  o f 

one c a ru c a te  to  one working plough team , t h i s  means th a t  a t  l e a s t  

e ig h ty - f iv e  o a ru c a te s  had gone o u t o f u se  s in c e  1066, and one hundred 

and f o r t y - e i g h t  s in c e  th e  assessm ent f o r  Danegeld was made, le a v in g  

on ly  o n e -sev en th  o f th e  fo rm er a ra b le  la n d  under c u l t iv a t io n .  I t  

i s  c l e a r  t h a t  in  1086 p lough land  formed on ly  a very  sm all p a r t  o f the  

b o u ld e r  c la y  re g io n .

Meadlowland in  t h i s  re g io n  was reco rd ed  in  only  tw elve o f 

th e  fo r ty - tw o  v i l l s ,  b u t  as P ig . 9 shows, th e  v i l l s  p o sse s s in g  meadow 

were f a i r l y  even ly  d i s t r ib u t e d ,  on ly  a sm all a re a  s o u th -e a s t  o f th e  

Esk b e in g  e n t i r e ly  T /ithout meadow. The meadows were u s u a l ly  sm a ll, 

th e  meadowland t o t a l l i n g  tw elve  a c re s  o r l e s s  in  each o f n in e  of th e  

tw elve  v i l l s .

Woodland was m entioned in  on ly  te n  v i l l s ,  a l l  o f  them

ly in g  n o r th -w e s t o f th e  E sk . I t  i s  p o s s ib le  th a t  in  1086, a s  a t  th e

p re s e n t  day , much o f  th e  woodland la y  a long  th e  s teep  s id e s  o f  the

many ra v in e s  which d i s s e c t  th e  p la te a u ,  t r e e  growth b e in g  encouraged

by th e  s h e l te r e d  n a tu re  o f th e  v a l le y s .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  e s tim a te  
♦

how much o f th e  p la te a u  i t s e l f  was wooded in  Domesday t im e s , b u t  

F ig . 11, showing th e  p ro p o r tio n s  o f  woodland in  s e v e ra l m anors, 

r e v e a ls  g r e a t  v a r i a t i o n s ,  from th r e e - q u a r te r s  o f th e  t o t a l  in  H utton 

M ulgrave to  o n e - t h i r t i e th  in  S k e lto n . T h is su g g ests  t h a t  woodland 

rem ained u n c le a re d  on th e  p la te a u  su rfa c e  in  some p la c e s  a t  l e a s t .
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Where woodland formed only a sm all p a r t  o f th e  manor i t  i s  l ik e ly  

t h a t  more c le a r in g  had taken  p la c e .

I t  i s  c le a r  th a t  in  1066 the  b o u ld e r-c la y  p la te a u  was a 

re g io n  o f  r e l a t i v e  p ro s p e r i ty .  By 1086 a d e c lin e  in  i t s  p ro s p e r ity  

was r e f l e c t e d  in  a decrease  in  th e  number o f in h a b ite d  v i l l s ,  in  the  

d ec rea sed  a re a  o f p lough land , and in - a  d ecrease  o f the  o v e ra l l  value 

o f th e  manors. T h is re g io n , w ith  i t s  b o u ld e r-c la y  cover th e re fo re  

o f fe re d  wide scope f o r  th e  re v iv a l  o f  farm ing  in  succeed ing  y e a rs .

Region I I . The C e n tra l Moors and D ales.

P ig . 8 re v e a ls  th a t  s e ttle m e n t and c u l t iv a t io n  were ab sen t 

from  a la rg e  a re a  in  th e  c e n t r a l  m oorlands. Comparison of P ig . 8 

w ith  P ig s . 1 and 3 shows th a t  th i s  u n in h ab ited  a re a  co in c id es  p re c is e ly  

w ith  th e  ou tcrop  o f Moor G r i t ,  which form s th e  h ig h , exposed summit o f 

th e  re g io n  where th e  i n f e r t i l e ,  a c id  s o i l s  a re  s t i l l  la rg e ly  u n c u l t i 

v a ted  even to d ay . P eihaps more s u rp r is in g  i s  the  absence o f s e t t l e 

ment from th e  b ro ad , so u th -fa c in g  d a le s  which a re  en trenched  below the  

g r i t s  in  th e  h ig h  w estern  p a r t  o f th e  moors. Only in  th re e  w e ll-  

d e fin e d  l o c a l i t i e s  d id  s e t tle m e n ts  e x i s t ,  and as P ig .8 c le a r ly  shows, 

a l l  were n e a r th e  m argins of th e  g r i t - s to n e  o u tc ro p . In  th e  f i r s t ,  

S ta in to n d a le ,  th e  most i s o la t e d  of a l l  th e  v i l l s ,  was s i tu a te d  n ear 

th e  c o a s ta l  m argin o f  th e  r e g io n , on a sm all p a tch  of g la c ia l  d e p o s its  

o v e rly in g  th e  Moor G r i t s .  I t  had su ffe re d  d e v a s ta tio n  in  1069 and 

was s t i l l  u n in h a b ite d  in  1086, and i t  was u n lik e ly  to  have p lay ed  any
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p a r t  in  fan n in g . Secondly beyond th e  w estern  m argin o f th e  moors was 

a la rg e  number o f v i l l s  c lu s te re d  along th e  scarp  fo o t .  There can 

be l i t t l e  doubt however, th a t  the  p lo u g h -lan d s  and meadows of th e se  

v i l l s  la y  in  th e  more f e r t i l e  b o u ld e r-c la y  low lands to  th e  n o rth  and 

w est o f  th e  s c a rp , and thus were o u ts id e  the  N orth York Moors. T h ird ly  

n e a r  th e  n o rth e rn  edges o f the  m oors, in  E sk d a le , la y  th e  only im p o rtan t 

group o f v i l l s  in  th e  e n t i r e  re g io n . The v i l l s  were w idely spaced and 

few in  number, and some of t h e i r  s i t e s  cannot be a c c u ra te ly  lo c a te d  

to d ay . Of those  whose s i t e s  a re  known however, a l l  excep t E sk d a les id e  

were s i tu a te d  on th e  n o rth  s id e  o f th e  main v a l le y ,  w ith  the  advantage 

o f a so u th e r ly  a s p e c t ,  and w ith  s h e l te r  from co ld  n o r th -e a s t  w inds.

I t  i s  s ig n i f ic a n t  a ls o  t h a t  they  a l l  la y  in  th e  m iddle s e c tio n  o f the  

v a l le y  where g la c ia l  d e p o s its  g ive r i s e  to  easily -w o rk ed  s o i l s ,  and 

were ab sen t from  th e  upper reach es  o f the d a le  and th e  t r ib u ta r y  

d a le s ,  which were d r i f t l e s s .  ( F i g . l )  Farming in  Eskdale shows 

s ig n s  o f having  s u f fe re d  from th e  d e v a s ta tio n  o f IO69 , as e lsew here 

in  th e  N orth  York Moors. In  Danby, Lealholm , Broca ( l o s t )  and 

Cam iaedale ( l o s t )  th e  f iv e  ploughs which had been working in  IO66 

had a l l  d isa p p e a re d , and th e  va lue  of t h i s  manor had f a l l e n  from 60/ -  

to  3 /“ * Egton was e n t i r e ly  d e v a s ta te d  and th e  s in g le  plough reco rd ed  

a t  Crunkley was th e  only  one rem ain ing  in  th e  d a le . No meadow was 

reco rd ed  a t  a l l .

Woodland i s  reco rd ed  in  th re e  p la c e s  and in  each case th e  

dim ensions o f  th e  woods a re  la r g e .  Danby, Lealholm , B roca, Camisedale



and C runkley , f o r  example, in c lu d ed  one h o ld in g  th re e  lea g u es  long 

by th re e  b ro ad ; low er down th e  v a l le y  a t  Egton th e re  was woodland 

th re e  le a g u es  lo n g  by two b ro ad . F ig . 11 shows th a t  in  each case 

th e  woodland occupied  a la rg e  p a r t  o f th e  t o t a l  a re a  o f th e  manor, 

amounting in  Egton to  as much as th r e e - q u a r te r s .

Thus, a t  th e  tim e o f the  Domesday survey th e  c e n tra l  re g io n  

o f th e  moors and d a le s  was sp a rse ly  peop led  and alm ost u n c u lt iv a te d . 

There i s  no ev idence to  sug g est th a t  th e  moors were even used f o r  

g ra z in g . T h is a lm ost empty re g io n  th e re fo re  p rov ided  a unique 

o p p o r tu n ity  f o r  th e  ex te n s io n  o f se t t le m e n t and a s s o c ia te d  farm ing in  

th e  c e n tu r ie s  to  fo llo w , an o p p o rtu n ity  which was f i r s t  used only a 

few y e a rs  a f t e r  th e  Domesday su rvey .

I I I . The C o ra ll ia n  O utcrop.

The re g io n  o f C o ra ll ia n  Limestone co n ta in ed  a la rg e  number 

o f v i l l s  a t  th e  tim e o f th e  Domesday su rvey , and P ig . 8 shows c le a r ly  

t h a t  th ey  occupied  fo u r  w e ll-d e f in e d  l o c a l i t i e s .  Most were in  th e  

T abu lar H i l l s .  The f i r s t  l o c a l i t y  was along th e  sou thern  edge o f  the  

l im e s to n e , n e a r i t s  ju n c tio n  w ith  th e  Vale o f P ic k e r in g , and combined 

th e  advan tages o f  a w e ll-d ra in e d  s i t e  w ith  easy access to  th e  meadow- 

la n d s  o f  th e  lo w -ly in g  m arshes.

The second la y  in  th e  n o rth e rn  p a r t  o f th e  o u tc ro p , n ear 

th e  summit o f the  s o u th -fa c in g  d ip -s lo p e  w ith  i t s  warm, e a s i ly  

c u l t iv a te d  s o i l s  and g e n tle  g ra d ie n t .  There was one e x c e p tio n .
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L astingham , s i tu a te d  im m ediately  a t  th e  fo o t  o f the  scfiirp.

Most o f th e se  v i l l s  in  th e  T ab u la r H i l l s  p o ssessed  la rg e  

numbers o f o a ru ca te s  and ploughteam s. In  1086 over tw o - th ird s  o f 

them were s t i l l  e i th e r  w holly o r p a r t l y  under c u l t iv a t io n ,  though 

many had dropped in  v a lu e . P ic k e r in g , f o r  example, a la rg e  manor 

w ith  th i r ty - s e v e n  o a ru c a te s , was w orth £88 T .R .E. b u t  only 20A  in  

1086, w h ile  a ne ighbou ring  manor o f tw en ty -seven  and a h a l f  o a ru ca te s  

was red u ced  in  value from £12 to  lO O /-. On th e  o th e r  hand, Dalby 

and Spaunton had n o t a l t e r e d  in  t h e i r  va lue  o f  1 0 /-  each between 

1066 and 1086, s e v e ra l  o th e r  v i l l s  showed a s l i ^ t  in c re a s e ,  and a 

h o ld in g  in  Brompton had even doubled in  value  from 1 0 /-  in  1066 to  

2 0 /-  in  1086.

More v i l l s  form ed a t h i r d  d i s t i n c t  group in  th e  b road  p la te a u  

o f th e  Hambleton H i l l s  in  th e  w est o f  th e  lim esto n e  o u tc ro p . Most of 

them occupied  th e  p la te a u  s u r fa c e , where th e  s o i l s  were l i g h t  and l in y .

The narrow , c l  ay -covered  f lo o r s  o f th e  deep v a lle y s  rem ained devoid  o f 

s e t t le m e n t ,  and on ly  where th e  v a lle y s  broadened ou t were they  occupied  

by v i l l s ,  as  in  th e  case o f Hawnby, Dale Town and A rden, a l l  o f which 

wqre s i tu a te d  in  th e  b ro a d e s t p a r t  o f R yedale. A few v i l l s  a lso  la y  

on th e  w estw ard -fac ing  Hambleton escarpm ent, a  few in  v a lle y s  which 

d i s s e c t  th e  s c a rp , and some a t  th e  scarp  fo o t .  V alues a re  given 

on ly  f o r  B o ltb y , which had n o t changed s in c e  1066. Few d e ta i l s  of

la n d -u s e  a re  re c o rd e d , b u t most o f th e  v i l l s  seem to  have been c u l t iv a te d ,  

a t  l e a s t  in  p a r t .  Both in  Dale Town and Hawnby which each co n ta in ed  two
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manors w ith  d i f f e r e n t  owners, one manor was d e v a s ta te d  and th e  o th e r  

was n o t .

In  th e  Hackness H i l l s  f u r th e r  e a s t  was the  fo u r th  group o f 

v i l l s  s i tu a te d  on th e  f lo o r s  o f some o f th e  numerous s te e p -s id e d  

v a lle y s  where th e  s o i l  i s  d e riv e d  from p o s t - g la c ia l  l a c u s t r in e  

d e p o s i ts ,  o r  on th e  bou lder c lay  n e a r  th e  c o a s t .  Most o f th ese  

v i l l s  were c u l t iv a te d  to  some e x te n t in  1086, though a l l  t h e i r  va lues 

had d e c rea se d . The g r e a te s t  d ecrease  was reco rd ed  among th e  c o a s ta l  

v i l l s ,  n o ta b ly  a t  P a lsg rav e  and N o r th f ie ld ,  where th e  d ecrease  was 

from £56 in  IO66 to  30/ -  in  1086.

In  th e  C o ra ll ia n  re g io n  as a w hole, th e re  was more d e v a s ta tio n  

in  th e  c o a s ta l  v i l l s  th an  among th o se  ly in g  f u r th e r  in la n d . Loss 

o f value i s  f u r th e r  r e f l e c te d  by changes in  the  a re a  o f p lo u g h -lan d .

The Danegeld assessm ent o f the  lim esto n e  p la te a u  was based  on a t o t a l  

o f 334 o a ru c a te s , b u t by IO66 th e  number o f  o a ru ca te s  a c tu a l ly  in  use 

had f a l l e n  by more th an  h a l f  to  159. By IO86 only 77 ploughs were 

employed in  th e  r e g io n , w hich, on th e  b a s is  o f one plough to  one 

c a ru c a te ,  re p re s e n ts  a f u r th e r  h a lv in g  o f th e  a ra b le  a re a . A lthough 

t h i s  was a very  s e r io u s  re d u c tio n  in  th e  a re a  o f a ra b le  la n d , i t  

r e p re s e n ts  a much sm a lle r  degree o f d e v a s ta tio n  than  had taken  p lac e  

in  th e  b o u ld e r c lay  p la te a u  f u r th e r  n o r th . * (Region l ) .

Meadow-1 and i s  m entioned more f re q u e n tly  in  th e  C o ra ll ia n  

re g io n  than  in  any o th e r  p a r t  o f n o r th - e a s t  Y o rk sh ire , b u t even 

h e re  i s  c o n c e n tra te d  in  a few w e ll-d e f in e d  a re a s . ( P ig .9 ) .  I t  i s
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reco rd ed  m ainly in  those  v i l l s  which l i e  a d ja c e n t to  d e ep ly -cu t 

r i v e r  v a lle y s  o f which th e  f lo o r s  a re  n a tu r a l  meadows, and in  those  

v i l l s  ly in g  c lo se  to  th e  m arshland in  th e  Vale o f P ic k e rin g .

There i s  a lso  more woodland in  th e  C o ra llia n  reg io n  than  in  

o th e r  p a r t s  o f  the  N orth York Moors. (F ig .1 0 ) .  The amount o f wood

lan d  in  each manor v a rie d  from th e  maximum o f s ix te e n  leag u es  long by 

fo u r  b road  in  P ic k e r in g , to  an alm ost i n s ig n i f i c a n t  amount in  Brompton 

(tw o fu r lo n g s  by two fu r lo n g s ) .  T h is i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  f o r  te n  o f th e  

manors in  P i g .11, which shows th e  p ro p o r tio n  o f each manor occupied by 

woodland. Of th e se  te n  m anors, th re e  co n ta in ed  woodland e q u iv a le n t to  

a lm ost th r e e - q u a r te r s  o f t h e i r  t o t a l  e x te n t ,  fo u r  were approxim ately  

o n e -q u a r te r  wooded and two had only  a very  sm all p ro p o rtio n  o f wood

la n d . In  th e  mqnor o f P ic k e r in g , th e  dim ensions o f  th e  woods ( s t a te d  

in  one e n try  in  th e  survey) were th e  same as th e  dim ensions o f th e  

manor (g iv e n  in  an o th e r e n t r y ) .  As th e  manor a ls o  co n ta in ed  la rg e  

q u a n t i t ie s  o f p lough land  and meadow th e  r e la t io n s h ip  between th e  

woodland and th e  manor i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  de te rm ine . I t  can only 

be concluded t h a t  th e  manor was w e ll wooded, and th a t  th e  woodland 

was w e ll d i s t r ib u t e d  th roughou t th e  manor. I t  i s  i n te r e s t i n g  to  

n o te  th a t  th e  only  woodland reco rd ed  in  the  Hambleton H i l l s  was in  

th e  sca rp  fo o t  v i l l s ,  w h ile  th e  w a lls  o f the  i n t e r i o r  v a l le y s ,  which 

today  a re  d en se ly  wooded, appear to  have been w ith o u t a woodland ; 

cover.

I t  i s  c le a r  from th e  fo reg o in g  t h a t  in  1086 th e  C o ra ll ia n  

o u tcrop  was a r e l a t i v e ly  th ic k ly  s e t t l e d  p a r t  o f n o r th - e a s t  Y o rk sh ire ,
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and th e  s i t i n g  o f  th e  v i l l s  was c lo s e ly  r e la te d  to  th e  p h y s ic a l 

c h a ra c te r  o f  th e  a re a . Some o f the  p loughland  was s t i l l  u n c u l t i 

va ted  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  th e  IO69 d e v a s ta t io n , and se v e ra l v i l l s  appear 

to  have been s t i l l  u n in h a b ite d , b u t th e  a re a  as a whole showed few er 

s ig n s  o f  hav ing  s u f fe re d  l a s t i n g  damage than  th e  o th e r  reg io n s o f th e  

N orth  York Moors.

The Domesday farm ing p a t te r n  o f th e  N orth York Moors shows 

t h a t  th e  c e n t r a l  moorland i t s e l f  was an u n in h a b ite d  h igh land  reg io n  

b o rdered  on th e  n o rth  by th e  more f e r t i l e  b o u ld e r-c la y  p la te a u ,  and 

on th e  sou th  by th e  C o ra ll ia n  L im estone, b o th  o f which were a lre a d y  

farm ed a t  th e  tim e of th e  Norman Conquest. Even th ese  a re a s  however, 

were sp a rs e ly  peop led  in  IO86 , a s  n o r th -e a s t  Y orksh ire  had su f fe re d  

more th an  most p a r t s  o f  England from the  h o s t i l e  a t te n t io n s  o f

W illiam ’ s a rm ies , and as a r e s u l t  th e  p o p u la tio n  o f p re -c o n q u es t days
'

was g re a t ly  red u ced , and much lan d  had gone ou t of c u l t iv a t io n .  

M eadlowland, an e s s e n t ia l  p a r t  o f th e  farm  econony .wherever p lough ing  

oxen were k e p t,  amounted to  on ly  440 a c re s  in  th e  e n t i r e  re g io n . 

Woodland was alm ost e n t i r e ly  con fined  to  the  C o ra ll ia n  d ip  s lope  

and th e  c o a s ta l  b o u ld e r  d a y  p la te a u ,  w here, excep t in  a few manors i t  

was n o t e x te n s iv e . But amid th e  ru in  and d e so la tio n  vh ich  s t i l l  

p re v a ile d  in  IO86 , seven teen  y e a rs  a f t e r  th e  d e s t r u c t io n  of th e  n o r th , 

i t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  d e te c t  th e  beg inn ings of an e f f o r t  to  b r in g  th e  

d e v a s ta te d  a re a s  back in to  p r o d u c t iv i ty .  The r e s u l t s  o f t h i s  e f f o r t  

a re  c le a r ly  seen  in  th e  re c o rd s  o f  the  succeeding  c e n tu r ie s .
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C hapter IV 

The M edieval P eriod

In  c o n tr a s t  w ith  th e  tro u b le d  y e a rs  fo llo w in g  the  Norman Conquest, 

th e  tw e lf th  c en tu ry  began p e a c e fu lly  in  n o r th - e a s t  Y o rk sh ire . Many o ld  

v i l l s  were re p o p u la te d , some new se ttle m e n ts  were e s ta b l is h e d , and con

tem porary  documents show th a t  v i l l a g e  communities in  many w idely 

se p a ra te d  l o c a l i t i e s  were engaged in  th e  c u l t iv a t io n  o f o p e n -f ie ld s . 

R ecords o f m edieval farm ing a re  p iecem eal and p ro v id e  no more than 

t a n t a l i s i n g  g lim pses of m anorial la n d  u t i l i s a t i o n .  F requent re fe re n c e s  

a re  made to  p lo u g h lan d s , meadows, woods and commons, b u t only r a r e ly  i s  

th e r e  any means o f knowing e i t h e r  th e  g eog raph ica l d i s t r ib u t io n  o f each 

type  o f farm land  o r  # i a t  p ro p o rtio n  o f th e  manor each type re p re se n te d .

The fo u n d a tio n  o f  numerous m o n aste rie s  and n u n n e rie s  in  th e  tw e lf th  

c e n tu ry , fo llow ed  by t h e i r  r a p id  growth and o rg an ised  e x p lo i ta t io n  o f farm 

la n d , marked the  beg in n in g  o f a new e ra  in  th e  a g r i c u l tu r a l  development o f
2

th e  re g io n . In  th e  c h a r tu la r ie s  o f th e  l a r g e r  m o n aste rie s  a re  reco rded  

many d e t a i l s  o f  t h e i r  farm ing  up to  th e  tim e o f th e  D is s o lu tio n , and from 

th e s e  i t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  a s se s s  th e  p a r t  p layed  by th e  m o n as te rie s  in  th e  

a g r i c u l tu r a l  l i f e  o f th e  re g io n .

A
Most o f th e  re c o rd s  used a re  th o se  r e p r in te d  by P a r r e r  W. -  E a rly  York
s h i r e  C h a rte rs  1915 V ols. I - I I I ;  V ol. IX. These in c lu d e  conveyances, 
w i l l s  and th e  s e t tle m e n t o f d is p u te s .

^ C h a r tu la r ie s  of G uisborough P r io ry , W hitby Abbey and R ievaulx  Abbey a re  
p u b lish e d  by th e  S u r te e s  S o c ie ty .



60

In  th e  fo llo w in g  pages a g r i c u l tu r a l  changes on bo th  la y  and 

m onastic  lan d  w i l l  be d isc u sse d  in  d e t a i l  in  th e  su b -reg io n s a lre a d y  

d e sc r ib e d .

Region I . The N orthern  B oulder-C lay  P la te a u .

M edieval farm ing in  t h i s  sm a ll, c o a s ta l  reg io n  can b e s t  be 

i l l u s t r a t e d  from a few manors f o r  which th e  most complete reco rd s have 

been exam ined. The f i r s t  o f th e se  m a n o rs 'is  L iv e r to n , vAiich i s  r e f e r r e d  

to  in  a s e r i e s  o f c h a r te r s  o f  the  m id -tw e lf th  c en tu ry  onw ards.^ The 

lan d  was c u l t iv a te d  in  th re e  o p e n -f ie ld s  -  H olm esclive , W aytehil^  and 

H u tc ro f t ,  b u t in  a d d it io n  th e re  was a f o u r th ,  r e f e r r e d  to  sim ply as 

" th e  new in c lo s u r e " . The a ra b le  h o ld in g s  d iv id ed  among th ese  f i e l d s  a re  

b e s t  e x em p lified  by one o f  e ig h tee n  a c r e s ,  c o n s is t in g  o f tw elve a c re s  in  

H olm esclive and two a c re s  in  each o f  th e  o th e r  f i e l d s ,  in c lu d in g  th e  "new 

i n c l o s u r e " w h i c h  th u s  appears to  have been regarded  a s  a fo u r th  f i e l d .

T o f ts ,  o r  sm all in c lo s u r e s ,  "  tw elve perches in  w idth  and th e  same

le n g th  a s  th e  t o f t s  of o th e r  men"^, were h e ld  in  a d d itio n  to  the  open- 

f i e l d  s t r i p s .  The te n a n ts  a ls o  enjoyed g raz in g  r i g h t s  in  " th e  common
7

woods and p a s tu re s " .  Waste lan d  la y  o u ts id e  the  o p e n -f ie ld s  between
g

" th e  w a te rs  o f 8k in n in g ro v e  and S ca lebeck".

^ P a r r e r  W. E a rly  Y orksh ire  C h a r te rs , Vol. I I  pp.23& -  239*

^  For p o s i t io n  see  6" O.S. map.

^ P a r r e r  W. Op. c i t .  p . 237 No.892.

^ I b id .  p . 236 N o.891.
^ See n o te  5 above.0

See n o te  3 above.
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Dunsley i s  an o th e r  manor in  which s im ila r  arrangem ents can he

•d isce rn ed  from the  few re c o rd s  which e x i s t .  The p loughland la y  in

th e  o p e n - f ie ld s ,  and t o f t s  were a s so c ia te d  w ith  each h o ld in g .^  There

was p a s tu re  " in  the  f i e l d s  o f Dunsley and G renedale , and in  the  woods

and m oors," one te n a n t  h o ld in g  g raz in g  r i g h t s  th e re  f o r  200 sheep.

A sm all acreage  o f  meadow was a l l o t t e d  to  th e  te n a n ts  along w ith  t h e i r

o th e r  h o ld in g s . S im ila r  d e t a i l s  a re  a v a i la b le  fo r  Hawsker, B ro tton

and 'U g tho rpe , and re c o rd s  o f o p e n -f ie ld  c u l t iv a t io n  a re  e x ta n t f o r

L o ftu s  and H inderw ell a ls o . The p re c is e  method o f u sing  the  land  i s

summed up by W illiam  de Thweng in  h is  d e s c r ip t io n  o f y e t  an o th e r p a r is h  -

Moorsholm -  w r i t te n  about 1341: "E s t apud L y t te l  Moresom unium

messuagium e t  una c a ru c a ta  t e r r a e  d e b i l i s  e t  m orosae, co n tin en s Ix

a c ra s  de quibus duae p a r te s  p o ssu n t quoet anno sem inari cum u troque

semine precium  a c re  i i d ,  e t  t e r t i a  p a rs  inde j a c e t  q u o lib re t  anno in

11w arecto  e t  p a s tu ra  inde  n i c h i l  v a le t  qu ia  ja c e t  in  communi."

The im portance o f  sheep i s  shown b e s t  by th e  Nonarum In q u is i t io n e s  

12o f  1341* In  most o f  th e  p a r is h e s  f o r  which such rec o rd s  e x i s t ,  th e

N in th  o f wool and lambs formed a v a lu a b le  p a r t  of th e  t o t a l  c o n tr ib u tio n . 

M oreover, in  the  re c o rd s  f o r  bo th  L o ftu s  and E asing ton  i t  i s  s ta te d  th a t  

" . . .  t h i s  church i s  s i tu a te d  in  th e  moors where the  in h a b i ta n ts  make th e  

g r e a te r  p a r t  o f t h e i r  l iv in g  by keep ing  sheep". The Nonarum shows

^ P a r r e r  W. op. o i t .  V ol. I I  p . 230 No. 884 and P .240 N o.897*

Ib id  p . 242 N o.899.
1 1 Quoted by 1*Anson, W.M. -  K ilto n  C a s t le ,  Y orksh ire  A rch aeo lo g ica l 

Jo u rn a l  Vol. XXII 1913 p . 59.

^^onarum  I n q u is i t io n e s  1341 • Record Commission E .ep rin t, 1807*
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however th e  g re a t  re d u c tio n  in  the  va lue  o f wool and lambs between 

1292 and 1341) caused by th e  f re q u e n t S c o t t is h  r a id s  along th e  c o a s t.

Farm ing d u rin g  th e  m edieval p e rio d  was g re a t ly  in flu en ced  by th e  

m o n a s te r ie s , founded in  th e  e a r ly  y e a rs  of th e  p e r io d . In  1078 "Whitby 

Abbey was re -fo u n d ed  in  th e  sou thern  p a r t  o f  th e  b o u ld e r-c la y  p la te a u ,  

and was th e  f i r s t  o f the  g re a t  m o n as te rie s  to  be e s ta b l is h e d  in  n o r th 

e a s t  Y o rk sh ire . At f i r s t  i t  p layed  l i t t l e  p a r t  in  the  l i f e  o f th e  a re a  -  

indeed  i t  i s  n o t m entioned in  th e  Domesday survey -  and q u ite  f i f t y  y e a rs  

p assed  b e fo re  i t  became a c t iv e  in  m oorland farm ing . During th e  tw e lf th  

c en tu ry  i t  r a p id ly  in c re a se d  i t s  t e r r i t o r i a l  p o s s e s s io n s , f i r s t  by g i f t s  

from la y  landow ners and l a t e r  by p u rch a se , th e  e a r l i e s t  a c q u is i t io n s  

b e in g  n e a r  th e  abbey i t s e l f .  I n d e e d ,- in  th e  l a t e  tw e lf th  cen tu ry  th e

Abbot o f  W hitby demanded th a t  land  f o r  s a le  in  W hitby i t s e l f  must be

15o ffe re d  f i r s t  to  th e  m onastery . Most o f W hitby Abbey’ s p o sse s s io n s

la y  to  th e  sou th  o f  th e  Esk mouth, a sm a lle r  number sp read  to  th e  n o r th 

w est o f th e  Esk and some were f u r th e r  a f ie ld  in  o th e r  re g io n s  o f n o r th 

e a s t  Y o rk sh ire . Guisborough P r io r y ,  s i tu a te d  o u ts id e  th e  re g io n , 

a ls o  h e ld  la n d  in  th e  b o u ld e r-c la y  p la te a u  n o rth -w es t o f th e  Esk 

(F ig . 12) ,  and Handale P r io ry  to o  h e ld  a sm all amount o f  lan d  th e r e .

By th e  end o f th e  tw e lf th  cen tu ry  th e se  m onaste ries owned lan d  in  alm ost 

e v e r y  p a r is h  in  th e  re g io n . Many o f  t h e i r  h o ld in g s  were o f a ra b le  land  

in  th e  o p e n - f ie ld s ,  which th e  monks worked under th e  same c o n d itio n s  as
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laym en. Such were th e  h o ld in g s  o f  W hitby Abbey in  L iv e r to n , o f

G-uisborough P r io ry  in  B ro tto n  and U gthorpe^^ and o f H andale P r io ry

in  D unsley . G-razing r i ^ t s  in  th e  woods, moors and common f i e l d s

were a ls o  s u b je c t  to  th e  same r e s t r i c t i o n s  a s  th o se  imposed upon

laym en under th e  m anorial system . Where th e  abbey h o ld in g s  were

p a r t i c u l a r l y  l a r g e ,  granges were e s ta b l is h e d ,  most o f  those  on th e

b o u ld e r -c la y  p la te a u  b e long ing  to  W hitby Abbey and ly in g  w ith in  fo u r

m ile s  o f  th e  abbey i t s e l f .  The e a r l i e s t  d e ta i l e d  re c o rd s  o f fsirming on

f o u r  o u t o f f iv e  o f  th e se  granges -  S tak esb y , L a th g a r th , W hitby L a th es

and îÿ l i n g  -  a re  found in  an in v e n to ry  o f t h e i r  p ro d u c ts  f o r  th e  y e a r  

151)94# The in v e n to ry  shows th a t  b o th  a ra b le  fa rm in g  and an im al-

r a i s i n g  were c a r r ie d  on. The a ra b le  crops c o n s is te d  m ainly o f wheat 

and o a t s ,  w ith  much sm a lle r  q u a n t i t ie s  o f b a r le y  and m a s lin . The 

t o t a l  a c reag es  o f p lough land  a re  n o t s t a te d .  Hay was grown on each o f  

th e  g ran g es. The an im als k e p t th e re  in c lu d ed  sheep , cows, h o rse s  and 

g o a ts .  B esides th e  farm land on th e  g ran g es, th e  monks a ls o  p o ssesse d  

e x te n s iv e  p a s tu re  r i g h t s  from  W hitby as f a r  as Ib u rn d a le  in  th e  Esk 

v a l le y .  ( F i g .12) .

R eclam ation  of moorland and th e  c le a r in g  o f woodland were c a r r ie d  

o u t  by th e  monks wherever th ey  gained  such la n d  which was f r e e  from  

m an o ria l r e s t r i c t i o n s .  F or in s ta n c e , th e  w aste lan d  in  L iv e r to n  was

In  Ug th o rp  e th e  p r io r  ga ined  r ig h ts  " . . .  in  t e r r a  c u l ta  e t  in  c u l t a " .  
F a r r e r  W .Early Yorks. C h a rte rs  V ol. I I  p . 37*1 No. 1062.

W hitby C h a r tu la ry , p p .318- 320.
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given  to  Whitby Abbey during the tw e lfth  cen tu iy  and does not appear 

to  have been used a t a l l  u n t i l  the monks took over. In S y iin g , where 

one o f the granges was s itu a te d , a record o f  1320 s ta te s  th a t the Abbot 

" in c lo sed  about e ig h t or nine acres o f moor on the southern part o f
16

R ethryg" , a f a i r l y  la rg e  a re a  to  be in c lo s e d  a t  one tim e . E vidence

o f re c la m a tio n  a ls o  comes from th e  s h e l te r e d  v a l le y s  o f E skda le  and

Iburndale, where, in  I 31I the monks were granted f u l l  pasture r ig h ts  on

any in c lo su r es  already made in  e ith e r  v a l le y ,  "or in  any o ther p lace

17whatever o f  the moors and waste" which belonged to  them. The 

im p lica tio n  i s  th a t the monks had made the in  c lo su r e s , which appear to  

have been in  the moorland, and the Lord o f the Manor was now re lin q u ish in g  

h is  r ig h t s .

I t  i s  c lea r  from the forego in g  e x tr a c ts , and in  the absence o f  

c o n tr a d ic to ^  ev id en ce , th a t th e  reg ion  was one o f o p e n -f ie ld  farming 

in  which manorial custom held  sway. As the wealth o f  Whitby Abbey and 

other m onasteries increased  in  the reg io n , land was h e ld  in  the manor 

under customary law and usage. Any d ev ia tio n  from t h i s  had to  be 

san ctioned  by the Lord o f the Manor. I t  appears th a t farming was 

mixed, though w ith a certa in  emphasis on the keeping o f sheep in  some 

p la c e s . This emphasis seems to  have been more pronounced among laymen

C harlton, L. A H istory o f Whitby and Whitby Abbey, 1779, p . 240. 

Ib id . p .2)6.
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th a n  on m onastic  ho ld ings*  I t  i s  a lso  c le a r  th a t  th e  m oorland and 

w aste  su rround ing  th e  o p e n -f ie ld s  was tak en  in  and im proved, c h ie f ly  

by th e  monks. For t h i s  p e rio d  no r e fe re n c e  has b een  found as to  th e  

p ro c e s s  o f re c la im in g  m oorland, excep t t h a t  th e  f i r s t  s te p  seems to  

have been in c lo s u re ,  and th e  ev idence  p o in ts  to  re c la m a tio n  on la n d  

below  600 f e e t .

Region I I . The C e n tra l Moors and D a le s .

In  th e  c e n tu r ie s  fo llo w in g  th e  Domesday Survey th e  d a le s  in  

th e  w estern  m oorlands were s e t t l e d  and farm ed alm ost e n t i r e l y  by th e  

r e l ig io u s  fo u n d a tio n s , and d u rin g  th e  p e r io d  under d is c u s s io n  many 

abbeys, s i tu a te d  m ostly  in  n e ig hbou ring  r e g io n s ,  gained  e x te n s iv e  t r a c t s  

o f  la n d , b o th  in  th e  d a le s  and in  th e  a d ja c e n t moors. Famous abbeys 

to  which th e se  g i f t s  were made in c lu d ed  G-uisborough, R ie v a u lx , Byland 

and Keldholm e, a l l  o f  Wiich p lay ed  an im p o rtan t p a r t  in  m oorland fa rm ing .

The ex te n s io n  o f farm ing in to  th e  w este rn  moors and d a le s  began 

soon a f t e r  th e  found ing  o f G-uisboroiigh P r io ry  in  1119. A la r g e  t r a c t  

o f  m oorland in  upper E skdale was in c lu d ed  in  th e  fo u n d e r’ s g i f t  to  th e
A Q

p r io r y  , and t h i s  was fo llow ed in  1180 by an o th e r g i f t  o f m oorland in

th e  C leveland  H i l l s  between E skdale  and th e  fo o t  o f  th e  n o r th e rn  boundary

s c a r p . G r a d u a l l y ,  w ith  f u r th e r  g i f t s ,  th e  monks extended t h e i r

e s t a t e s  down th e  Esk v a lle y  as f a r  as G la is d a le ,  in to  th e  t r i b u t a r y  d a le s  to  
th e  so u th  o f  th e  main v a lle y  and on to  th e  h igh  moorland summits between 
th em .20 T his v a s t  e s t a t e ,  emb rac in g  thousands o f a c re s  o f unimproved_____

G uisborough C h a rtu la ry , V o l .I ,  p p .190-201, N o.86 .

F a r r e r  W. op. c i t .  V o l . I I ,  pp . 8 -21 , Nos. 659- 662 .

Guisborough C h a r tu la ry , V o l . I I ,  p p .190-201.
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moor and woodland, la y  alm ost e n t i r e ly  in  th e  a re a  which had been

u n in h a b ite d  a t  th e  time o f th e  Domesday Survey. The m o n as te rie s

were th e r e fo re  re sp o n s ib le  f o r  th e  e x te n s io n  o f  s e ttle m e n t and farm ing

to  th e  rem o te r p a r t s  o f  th e  a re a . By th e  end o f th e  t h i r t e e n t h  cen tu iy

th e  r e s u l t s  o f t h e i r  e n te rp r is e s  were to  be c le a r ly  seen . S ix granges

were e s ta b l is h e d  from which th e se  la n d s  were a d m in is te re d , and m onastic

re c o rd s  show t h a t  th e  a re a  was developed p r im a r ily  as g raz in g  la n d  f o r
21c a t t l e  and sheep . A rable lan d  rem ained in s i g n i f i c a n t ,  excep t f o r

1 p o

a sm a ll h o ld in g  o f  e leven  a c re s  in  th e  o p e n -f ie ld s  o f Danby (one o f 

th e  few v i l l s  in  th e  d a le ) ,  which the  monks were o b lig ed  to  c u l t iv a te  

acco rd in g  to  lo c a l  law  and custom.

At th e  same tim e th e  t r ib u t a r y  v a lle y s  o f  B aysdale and W este rdale  

were b e in g  s e t t l e d  and improved. In  W este rd a le , R iev au lx , Byland and 

B aysdale Abbeys were a l l  g iven  s u b s ta n t ia l  g ra n ts  o f la n d , which in c lu d ed  

a la rg e  p ro p o r tio n  o f p a s tu re  as w ell as sm a lle r  amounts o f  p lough land  

and meadow. By th e  end of th e  tw e lf th  c en tu ry , f o r  exam ple, R ievau lx

23alone  p o ssessed  p a s tu re  in  W esterdale  f o r  500 sheep and s ix - s c o re  b e a s ts  , 

and th e  nuns o f  B aysdale a lso  had r i g h t s  o f p a s tu re  f o r  200 sheep and 

la r g e  numbers o f c a t t l e ,  p ig s ,  h o rse s  and oxen. The combined a ra b le  lan d  

of th e  two houses made a t o t a l  o f only  fo u r  b o v a te s , w hich, as in  th e  

case  o f th e  G uisborough h o ld in g  in  Danby, formed p a r t  o f th e  open- 

f i e l d s .

21 For a f u l l  d is c u s s io n  o f t h i s  see W aites B .F. The p a r t  p lay ed  by th e  
M o n aste rie s  in  th e  m ediaeval developm ent o f N o rth -e a s te rn  Y o rk sh ire . 
C h.6 , p . 204.

22 G uisborough C h a r tu la ry , V ol. I I ,  p . l 88 . No.924.

F a r r e r  W. o p .c i t . , V o l .I ,  p . 301, N o.386 , and V o l . I I ,  p . 109 ,No.774*
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In  th e  so u th e rn  d a le s ,  where R ievaulx  and Keldholme h e ld  most o f 

th e  la n d , th e re  was a s im ila r  development o f l a r g e - s c a le  p a s to r a l  farm ing . 

In  B ransdale  and F a rn d a le , f o r  exam ple, b o th  abbeys gained  e x te n s iv e  

p a s tu re  r i g h t s  f o r  sheep , b e a s ts  and p ig s ,  b u t  th e  monks appear to  have 

c u l t iv a te d  on ly  a sm all a re a , p robab ly  to  p ro v id e  food  f o r  th e  shepherds 

and h e rd e r s .

B i ls d a le ,  th e  l a r g e s t  o f th e  s o u th -fa c in g  d a le s ,  was m ainly in  th e  

hands o f th e  monks o f  R ievau lx . By ab o u t 1148 th e  abbey had gained  a l l  

th e  upper p a r t  o f th e  d a le , and th e  t r i b u t a r i e s  o f G-reat and L i t t l e  

R a isd a le  ( s e e  F ig . 2 2 ) , a l l  o f which was used  as p a s t u r e . T h e  

p a s tu re s  a ls o  extended beyond the  v a lle y s  on to  th e  ne ighbou ring  moors.

In  "K aldem or", f o r  in s ta n c e ,  between th e  heads o f  B i ls d a le  and L i t t l e  

R a is d a le , th e  monks were allow ed to  g raze  a l l  t h e i r  an im als from L i t t l e

26R a isd a le  ex cep t p ig s  and g o a ts  , an arrangem ent which su g g e s ts  a

se a so n a l movement o f sheep and c a t t l e  betw een th e  s h e l te r e d  p a s tu re s  o f

th e  d a le  and th e  h ig h , exposed m oorland, which h e re  re a c h e s  1 ,300 f e e t .  •

The moors o f S ta in to n  f u r th e r  sou th  were a ls o  used a s  p a s tu re  by th e

27monks, a t  l e a s t  as e a r ly  as 1150. These g raz in g  la n d s ,  c o n ta in in g

hundreds o f  a c re s  a l l  t o ld ,  la y  p a r t ly  w ith in  th e  d a le s  and p a r t l y  in  th e  

moors to  th e  w est o f th e  main v a l le y ,  form ing an e s t a t e  comparable in  a l l

^  Ib id . V ol.IX , p .92 , N o.12.

25 . R ievau lx  C h a r tu la ry , p . 226 .

I b id .

P a r r e r  V/. o p . o i t . , V ol. I l l ,  p p .451-452, Nos. 1842-1345*
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r e s p e c ts  to  th e  e s t a t e s  o f Guisborough P r io ry  in  E sk d a le . In  B i ls d a le ,  

as in  E sk d a le , a ra b le  la n d  was r e l a t i v e l y  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  and was co n fin ed

28to  th e  o p e n - f ie ld s  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  la y  in h a b i ta n t s .  There i s  no

ev idence  to  su g g est t h a t  th e  monks ev er a ttem p ted  to  develop  a ra b le  

farm ing  in  any p a r t  o f  th e  d a le .

In  th e  sc a rp la n d s  form ing th e  w este rn  and n o r th e rn  moorland 

m arg in s , b o th  la y  and m onastic  fa rm ers  were making e x te n s iv e  and v a r ie d  

use  o f  th e  h i th e r to  n e g le c te d  m oors; ex ten d in g  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  upwards 

from th e  scarp jfoo t v i l l s .  S n ile sw o rth  and Whorl to n  M oors, id iich  e x te n d  

s o u th -e a s t  from  th e  sca rp  as f a r  a s  th e  w est s id e  o f  B i l s d a le ,  were

29grazed  by th e  f lo c k s  o f  Byland Abbey by th e  e a r ly  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n tu ry ,

and were d e sc rib e d  a s  p a s tu re s  in  contem porary docum ents. A ll  t h i s

m oorland exceeds 900 f e e t  in  h e ig h t and in  p la c e s  re a c h e s  1 ,200 f e e t .

E lsew here in  th e  sc a rp la n d s  re c la m a tio n  o f m oorland was b eg in n in g  to

tak e  p la c e  d u rin g  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  th e  tw e lf th  c e n tu ry . In  In g leb y

G-reenhow, f o r  exam ple, g ra n ts  to  th e  nuns o f Keldholme in c lu d e d  b o th  28

30a c re s  o f  th e  in ta k e s  which had a lre a d y  been made and " Ihe r i g h t  to  

b reak  up th e  moor a s  f a r  as t h e i r  la n d  and p a s tu re  ex ten d  . . . . "  The 

t o t a l  e x te n t o f  th e  in ta k e s  i s  n o t re c o rd e d ; n o r  i s  th e r e  any re c o rd  

o f th e  use  th e  nuns made o f t h i s  generous g i f t .  N e v e r th e le s s , th r e e  

s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t s  emerge: f i r s t ,  t h a t  moorland re c la m a tio n  was f e a s i b l e ,

even w ith  th e  l im i te d  means a t  th e  d is p o s a l  o f a m edieval community;

28 As th e re  i s  no m ention o f p lough land  in  B i ls d a le  in  Domesday Boob i t  
can be assumed t h a t  c le a r in g  had taken  p la c e  s in c e  IO86 .

29 F a r r e r  W. op. c i t . ,  p . 143, No.798.

^  I b id .  V ol. I ,  p .450 .
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seco n d ly , t h a t  encrocachm ent on th e  m oorland p a s tu re s  was n o t only

to le r a t e d  b u t a c tu a l ly  encouraged; and t h i r d l y ,  t h a t  p eop le  were

f e e l in g  th e  need to  extend th e  c u l t iv a te d  a re a  beyond th e  o ld  l im i t s

o f th e  o p e n - f ie ld s  and were p ro sp ero u s enough to  u n d e rtak e  th e

re c la m a tio n  o f  new la n d . In  G reat Ay to n  a p a r a l l e l  case  o f  moorland

re c la m a tio n  i s  re c o rd e d , tw en ty -fo u r a c re s  o f th e  newly-made in ta k e s

31be in g  g ra n te d  to  W hitby Abbey. In  n e i th e r  case  i s  th e re  any

in fo rm a tio n  abou t th e  p o s i t io n  o f  th e  in ta k e s  o r  th e  method by which 

th ey  were re c la im e d , b u t  i t  seems c e r ta in  t h a t  b o th  r e s u l te d  in  th e  

r a i s in g  o f  th e  l e v e l  o f c u l t iv a t io n  to  h ig h e r  a l t i t u d e s  th an  ev er b e fo re .

Thus th roughou t th e  h ig h , w este rn  moors and th e  b ro ad  d a le s  Tdiich 

d is s e c t  them th e  monks were th e  p io n e e rs  who, in  th e  tw e lf th  c e n tu ry , 

ex tended farm ing  in to  rem ote a re a s  where p re v io u s ly  i t  had n ever been 

p r a c t is e d .

F u r th e r  e a s t ,  Tdiere th e  moors a re  low er and unbroken by la r g e  

d a le s ,  th e  monks gained  v e iy  l i t t l e  la n d . T h is  a re a  l a y  a lm ost e n t i r e l y

w ith in  th e  Royal F o re s t  of P ic k e r in g , where th e  e x te n s io n  o f fa rm in g  

was c o n tro l le d ,  and in  some ways impeded, by th e  enforcem ent o f  F o re s t  

Law. G raz in g , though i t  was a llow ed  in  th e  F o re s t  a t  c e r t a in  tim e s  o f 

th e  y e a r ,  was s t r i c t l y  l im i te d  in  o rd e r to  p re s e rv e  enough food f o r  th e  

w ild  a n im a ls , w h ile  sheep , g o a ts ,  geese and sw ine, which were con

s id e re d  "uncommonable b e a s t s " , were banned a l to g e th e r .  A s s a r t in g  and

I b id .  V ol. I I ,  p . 357, No. 1044*



71

e n c lo su re  o f  p a r t s  o f  th e  F o re s t  were g e n e ra l ly  re g a rd e d  w ith  d is fa v o u r .

N e v e r th e le s s , Duchy o f  L an c as te r  re c o rd s  show t h a t  in ro a d s  in to  b o th

moor and woodland were made alm ost every  y e a r  from  th e  e a r ly  t h i r t e e n t h

c en tu ry  onwards. Most o f t h i s  c le a r in g  was co n fin ed  to  th e  two la r g e

d a le s  which c u t in to  th e  easternm oors -  R o sed a le , w ith  i t s  t r ib u t a r y

occup ied  by H a r to f t  Beck, and th e  Murk Esk and W heeldale Beck,

t r i b u t a r i e s  o f th e  m iddle Esk. In  H a r to f t ,  f o r  in s ta n c e ,  betw een

1217 and 1338, f o r ty - th r e e  a s s a r t s  were made, w ith  a t o t a l  a re a  o f  
32

112 a c re s .  Most o f  th e s e  a s s a r t s  were very  sm a ll, c o n ta in in g  on ly

two o r  th r e e  a c r e s ,  and th e  l a r g e s t  s in g le  a s s a r t  was only  n in e  a c r e s ,

b u t  in  s p i t e  o f t h e i r  sm all s iz e  th e  a s s a r t s  made a no tew orthy  a d d it io n

33to  th e  c u l t iv a te d  lan d  o f H a r to f t .  The a s s a r t s  were used  m ainly

fo r  a ra b le  and meadow. A re c o rd  o f  th e  la n d -u se  has been p re se rv e d  in  

a  F o re s t su rvey  o f 1334-37, in  which a re  re c o rd e d  a l l  th e  a s s a r t s  made 

s in c e  1217* D uring th e  120 y e a r s  covered by th e  survey  s p r in g  corn  and 

o a ts  were th e  on ly  crops grown, o f te n  w ith  lo n g  p e r io d s  o f fa l lo w  betw een 

th e  sow ings. At some tim e d u rin g  th e  p e r io d , fo r ty -s e v e n  a c re s  o f  th e  

a s s a r t s  were used  f o r  th e se  c ro p s , though n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  a l l  in  th e  

same season . Hay f ig u r e s  f r e q u e n t ly  in  th e  r e c o rd s , b e in g  mown on 

fo r ty -tw o  a c r e s .  The rem ain ing  a s s a r t s  were s t i l l  unimproved a t  th e  

tim e o f th e  su rvey  and do n o t appear to  have been  used  f o r  a ra b le  crops

32
Turton R.B. Honor and F o re s t  o f  P ic k e r in g , V o l . I I ,  p p .148- I 69 . 
Coucher Book -  Regard o f th e  F o re s t  o f P ic k e r in g .

Fig. 13.
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o r hajr a t  any tim e . None of th e  c le a re d  land  was used s p e c i f i c i a l l y  

f o r  p a s tu re .

In  R osedale , where land  was be ing  c le a re d  bo th  by th e  nuns o f 

R osedale Abbey and by th e  la y  te n a n ts , th e  a s s a r ts  were few er in  

nunb e r  than  they  were in  H a r to f t ,  b u t co n sid erab ly  l a r g e r  in  s iz e .  

In d eed , two a s s a r t s  made by the  nuns were of e ig h tee n  a c re s  and 

tw enty  a c re s  r e s p e c t iv e ly  and w ith the  o th e r  sm a lle r  a s s a r t s  mewie a 

t o t a l  o f fo r ty -se v e n  a c re s . At Tranm ire in  Cropton Moor, a s s a r t s  

t o t a l l i n g  n ine  and a h a l f  ac res  were b rough t in to  c u l t iv a t io n  by th e  

b eg in n in g  o f th e  fo u r te e n th  cen tury  (F ig . 13) .  A ll th e se  a s s a r t s ,  

b o th  in  Rosedale and in  Tranm ire, were made ” c o n tra ry  to  the  A ssize  

o f  th e  F o re s t” , and the  survey of 1337 r e s u l te d  in  th e  rem oval o f 

s e v e ra l  o f th e  enclo sing  fen c es , p a r t i c u la r ly  those  round la rg e  a s s a r t s  

in  S-osedale. Most o f th e  enclosed a s s a r ts  were l e f t  u n d is tu rb e d , 

how ever, and were th u s among the  f i r s t  to  be to le r a te d  in  P ic k e rin g  

F o re s t .  T his marked th e  beginning  of th e  slow change-over from 

h u n tin g  to  c u l t iv a t io n  as the c h ie f  fe a tu re  o f lan d  u t i l i s a t i o n  in  the  

a re a .

F u r th e r  n o r th -e a s t  the v a lley s  of W heeldale Beck and th'e Murk 

Esk combine to  form a broad area  o f com paratively  low la n d , which, 

u n t i l  th e  fo u r te e n th  cen tury  was m ostly covered w ith woodland. In  

th e  p a r t  of th e  Murk Esk v a lle y  known as A lla n to f ts  (F ig . 13) many 

a s s a r t s  were made during  the  l a t e  th i r te e n th  and e a r ly  fo u r te e n th
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cen tu rie s*  These a re  reco rded  in  g re a t  d e t a i l  in  Duchy o f L a n c a s te r  
34docum ents, th u s  making i t  p o ss ib le  to  t r a c e  th e  p ro g re ss  o f lan d

improvement w ith  g re a te r  p re c is io n  than  i s  p o s s ib le  elsewhere* The

f i r s t  encroachm ent was made in  1273, when en c lo su re  o f lan d  and th e

b u ild in g  o f  a house c rea ted  a new farm Tdiere p re v io u s ly  th e re  had only

been woodland. C learing  con tinued , and some y e a rs  l a t e r  a t o t a l

of 160 a c re s  had been rec la im ed , enclosed  and t i l l e d . I n  1317

a l i s t  o f  th e  o ffen ces  o f v e r t  in  the  F o re s t  in c lu d ed  the  c u t t in g  down

o f  over 200 oaks and a whole a ld e r  p la n ta t io n  in  A l la n to f ts .  The

f e l l i n g  o f t h i s  tim ber had been c a r r ie d  ou t over a long  p e r io d , b u t

i t  a l l  added to  th e  amount of c le a re d  lan d  a v a i la b le  f o r  c u l t iv a t io n .

O ther la rg e  in ro ad s  in to  th e  F o re s t were those  made by R obert

C o n is c li f f e n , who ” . . .  o f o ld , caused an a s s a r t  and encroachm ent to

be made o f 190 a c re s  1 rood w ith in  th e  demesnes o f O oathland and

A l la n to f ts ” , and h is  successo rs  a lso  c le a re d  an o th e r 308 a c re s  ” in  

37th e  same p la c e .” These two a s s a r ts  amounting to  alm ost 500 a c re s

made a very  co n sid e rab le  in road  in to  the  ro y a l  h u n tin g  ground, and 

A l la n to f ts  f ig u re s  to  only a sm all ex te n t in  l a t e r  surveys o f  F o re s t  

t r e e s .  Indeed , the  improved farm land  in  A l la n to f ts  today  s t i l l  

amounts to  l e s s  than  700 a c re s , and i t  i s  c le a r  th a t  most o f th e  

c u l t iv a b le  lan d  up to  a h e ig h t o f about 600 f e e t  had been c le a re d  by

^  T urton R.B. op. c i t .  Vol. I I ,  p . 215*
^5 I b i d . ,  p . 37. T his farm was re n te d  a t  te n  s h i l l i n g s  p e r y e a r .

^  I b i d . ,  p .W -4 4 .

I b i d . ,  p . 175»
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th e  m iddle o f the  fo u r te e n th  century*

U n fo rtu n a te ly  th e  F o re s t su rveys in c lu d e  no reco rd  o f lan d  

u t i l i s a t i o n  in  A l la n to f ts ,  and th e  use which was made o f th e  newly 

c le a re d  ground can only be surm ised by comparison w ith  o th e r  a re a s  

n e a r  a t  hand. In  an account o f the  farm ing  e n te rp r is e s  o f the  Abbot 

o f  Y/hitby in  G-oathland a t  about th e  same tim e th e  main item  was a 

h e rd  o f cows f o r  which the  Abbot claim ed common p a s tu re  in  th e  F o re s t .  

Sheep and " such l ik e  anim als” were p a s tu re d  on th e  common, and th e  

Abbot h e ld  in  a d d itio n  ” . . .  lan d  t i l l e d  and sown, and meadow th a t  may 

be mown every y e a r  . . . ” Very g re a t  v a r ia t io n s  in  fa rm ing  p r a c t ic e  

a re  u n lik e ly  to  have occurred  w ith in  one p a r is h ,  and i t  seems most 

l i k e l y  th a t  th e  r e a r in g  o f  c a t t l e  and sheep, th e  growing o f hay f o r  

w in te r  fo d d e r , and g ra in  crops in  th e  more fav o u rab le  s i t u a t io n s ,  

was c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f most o f th e  s e t t l e d  p a r t  o f th e  d a le , in c lu d in g  

A l la n to f t s .

The moors to  th e  e a s t  o f R osedale and th e  Murk Esk co n ta in ed  

rem arkably  l i t t l e  c u lt iv a te d  la n d , and i t  was only  on th e  b o u ld er 

c lay  in  th e  v a lle y  o f Haybum Beck th a t  rec lam atio n  was proceed ing  

in  m edieval tim es. T h is sm a ll, f e r t i l e  o a s i s ,  ly in g  below 600 f e e t ,  

w ith  th e  h igh  g r i t  moorland su rrounding  i t ,  belonged to  Whitby Abbey 

and was farmed by th e  Abbey u n t i l  1230 , when i t  was le a s e d  to  

B r id lin g to n  P r io ry . The c h a r te r  confirm ing  the  le a s e  d e sc r ib e s  

in  unusua l d e t a i l  th e  v a r ie ty  of purposes f o r  which th e  lan d  was used .

I b id .  ; Vol. IV , p p .12 and 21. P resentm ents o f P ic k e rin g  Byre
to  A r t ic le s  r e l a t i n g  to  the  Abbot o f Whitby and h is  men.
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The main p a r t  was to  provide ** common-pasture f o r  $0 cows and t h e i r  

o f f s p r in g  to  th e  age of 3 y e a r s ,  so th a t  they  may f  eed over a l l  

t h a t  p a s tu re  w ith o u t watch o r ward The Abbot o f  W hitby,

how ever, re se rv e d  f o r  h is  own u se” . . .  th e  newly broken up c lo s e s ,  

in ta k e s  and meadows which he had th e re  b e fo re  t h i s  agreem ent” , and 

a ls o  ” . . .  500 a c re s  w ith in  the a fo re s a id  b o u n d e r s w h i c h  he might 

tak e  i n ,  c u l t iv a te  and purvey a t  h is  p le a s u re .” The a c tu a l  amount 

o f lan d  which the  Abbot reclaim ed  i s  n o t rec o rd ed , b u t ”500 a c re s
I

w ith in  the  a fo re s a id  bounders” su g g ests  a f a i r l y  am bitious programme 

o f lan d  improvement.

The evidence o f c le a r in g  and c u l t iv a t io n  which has been 

quoted covers a number of w idely s c a t te re d  l o c a l i t i e s .  I t  i s  c le a r  

t h a t  in  m edieval tim es improved farm lan d  was con fined  w ith in  th e  

d a le s ,  where, as f a r  as can be a s c e r ta in e d , a l l  th e  lan d  rec la im ed  f o r  

c u l t iv a t io n  la y  below 600 f e e t .  The moors them selves rem ained h e a th e r -  

covered , used in  p la c e s  f o r  p a s tu r in g  an im als, e s p e c ia l ly  sheep and 

c a t t l e .  The em phasis on p a s to ra l  farm ing shown by the  m o n as te rie s  

on t h e i r  improved lan d  c o n tra s ts  sh a rp ly  w ith  the  p redom inan tly  

a ra b le  farm ing o f the  la y  fa rm e rs , some of whose improved land  was 

added to  the  o p e n -f ie ld s  w hile  some was enclosed  and c u l t iv a te d  

o u ts id e  them.

39 The a re a  la y  between Haybum, Keysbeck and H ellw ath .
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Region I I I . The C o ra llie n  O utcrop.

M edieval farm ing in  t h i s  broad lim esto n e  upland was m ainly 

c e n tre d  on th e  numerous v i l l s  which had been e s ta b l is h e d  b e fo re  th e  

Norman Conquest. A fte r  th e  depopu la tion  o f IO69 , farm ing  was 

q u ick ly  r e - e s ta b l is h e d  in  th e  reg io n  as a w hole, b u t reco v ery  d id  n o t 

tak e  p lac e  in  some manors u n t i l  the  coming o f  th e  m o n a s te rie s .

M onastic farm ing  began soon a f t e r  I 131 , when R ievaulx  Abbey was 

founded in  th e  south-w est o f the  re g io n . At i t s  fo u n d a tio n  th e  abbey 

was endowed w ith  n ine  c a ru ca te s  o f lan d  a t  G r i f f  and S t i l t  on s^^ c lo se  

b y , and t h i s  was soon fo llow ed by o th e r  a c q u is i t io n s  o f fa rm lan d , many 

o f them w ith in  a few m iles o f the  abbey b u t some ex tending  eastw ards 

alm ost to  th e  c o a s t. Byland Abbey, Keldholme P r io ry  and Arden P r io ry  

were a lso  e s ta b lis h e d  in  the  reg io n  -  By lan d  and Keldholme on th e  

so u th e rn  m argin and Arden in  a secluded p a r t  o f upper R yedale. A ll 

o f them gained  farm land , most o f which la y  w ith in  a few m ile s  o f each 

abbey in  th e  w estern  p a r t  of th e  reg io n  ( F i g .12). S t .  Mary* s Abbey, 

York, Yedingham P r io ry  and se v e ra l sm a lle r m o n aste ries  s i tu a te d  

o u ts id e  n o r th -e a s t  Y orkshire  a lso  h e ld  lan d  in  th e  C o ra ll ie n  H i l l s ,  

m ostly  in  th e  p a r is h e s  to  the w est of Rosedeile. Thus, i t  was in  

th e  w estern  h a l f  o f th e  C o ra llie n  H i l ls  th a t  m onastic in f lu e n c e  was 

g r e a te s t ,  and indeed by th e  end o f the  t h i r t e e n th  cen tu ry  th e  f iv e  

c h ie f  m onastic  lan d h o ld ers  had acqu ired  lan d  in  th ir ty -o n e  o f th e

R ievaulx  C h a rtu la ry , p . 22.
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t h i r t y - s i x  p a r is h e s  to  th e  w est o f R osedale .

A rable lan d  gained by th e  monks u s u a l ly  la y  in  th e  o p e n - f ie ld s ,  

where i t  was worked under the  same co n d itio n s  as th o se  observed by 

laym en. One such h o ld ing  was th a t  o f R ievaulx  Abbey in  Nav.ton, where 

96 a c re s  h e ld  by th e  abbey were s c a t te r e d  through th e  f i e l d s  in  

numerous sm all p a rc e ls .^ ^  S im ila r  h o ld in g s were worked by R ievau lx  

in  Welburn and Wombleton,^^ by Byland in  O ld stead , Wass and Cold K irb y ,^ ^  

by Keldholme in  K irbym oorside^  suid by S t . Mary’ s in  A ppleton-1  e-M oors, 

H u tto n -le -H o le  and Spaunton,^^ where the  h o ld in g  amounted to  tw en ty - 

th re e  c a ru c a te s .

Many a d d it io n a l  g i f t s  were o f g raz in g  r i g h t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  

sheep . The graz ing  r ig h ts  h e ld  by R ievaulx  Abbey la y  m ostly  to  th e  

w est o f  K irkdale  and extended in to  p r a c t ic a l l y  every  p a r is h .  T h e ir  

grange o f Skiplam seems to  have been one o f th e  main sh e e p -ra is in g  

c e n tre s  and one of th e  few p lac es  in  th e  T abu lar H i l l s  where m oorland 

was used  f o r  sheep p a s tu re ,  the  monks b e in g  g ran ted  common p a s tu re  

f o r  300 sheep” . . .  in  quandam mora quae c o n tin e t  c i r c i t e r  t r e c e n te s

46a c r a s . . . ” In  th e  neighbouring  p a r is h  o f Nawton, on th e  o th e r

hand, th e  g raz in g  r i g h ts  la y  e n t i r e ly  in  th e  a ra b le  f i e l d s ,  th e  monks 

b e in g  allow ed to  tu rn  300 sheep on to  th re e  c a ru ca te s  in  th e  f i e l d s .

I b i d . ,  p p .21-11.
F a r r e r  W. op c i t .  Vol. IX, p p .228-232, Nos. 145, 150, 151 «
I b i d . ,  Vol. IX , p .1 4 8 . No.76.

Ui. T-^. .

^  F a r r e r  w. op c i t .  vox. xa , ] 
I b i d . ,  Vol. IX , p .1 4 8 . No.71 

^  I b i d . ,  p . 92, No. 12.
^5 I b i d . ,  V o l .I ,  p p .263- 270.

R ievau lx  C h a rtu la ry , p .401. 
^7 I b i d . ,  p p .210-11 .
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In  Beadlam a lso  th e  monks had r ig h ts  in  the  common p a s tu re s  f o r  an

u n sp e c if ie d  number of ewes and lambs. The p ro v is io n s  made f o r  th e

f r e e  passage  o f sheep between Beadlam and Nawton, and the  grange a t

Skiplam  su g g ests  th a t  seasonal movements o f sheep m ight have tak en

p la c e  in  o rd e r to  make the  b e s t  use of fa llo w  lan d  and s tu b b le  in

th e  a ra b le  f i e l d s ,  and open moorland on th e  h i l l s .  Near R ievaulx

Abbey i t s e l f ,  in  G r i f f , S t i l to n s ,  Pockley and H elm sley, th e  monks o f

b o th  R ievaulx  and th e  su b s id ia ry  abbey o f Kirkham h e ld  g raz in g  r i g h t s ,

in c lu d in g  pannage f o r  p ig s ,  which they shared  w ith  th e  v i l l a g e r s .

West o f th e  abbey, in  the  Hambleton H i l l s ,  the  monks o f R ievaulx  a ls o

had e x te n s iv e  g raz in g  la n d s . In  Sproxton alone th e re  was g raz in g  f o r

a t  leas*t 1,000 s h e e p , a n d  in  B o ltb y , Ravensthorpe and T h ir lb y  f o r  

50a n o th e r  400. O ther anim als were inc luded  to o : "Idem monachi

habebunt in  eadem p a s tu ra  quatuor c a rru c a ta s  boum, unamquamque de v i i i

bobus, e t  v accas, cum se c ta  e t  e x itu  sarum, e t  duos ta u ro s  e t  v i  equos,

e t  sues cum e x it ib u s  earum . . . . ” At Sproxton a lso  p ro v is io n  was made

51f o r  t h i r t y - f i v e  cows, two b u l ls  and f o r t y - e i ^ t  oxen. Some o f th e

g ra z in g  lan d  la y  in  th e  o p e n -f ie ld s , b u t some was a lso  in  the  moors and 

w o o d s . A l l  was adm in istered  from the  grange a t  Sproxton Cote.

O ther la rg e  a re a s  o f woodland and moorland g raz ing  were ad m in is te red

I b i d . ,  pp. 22, 160.

I b i d . ,  pp. 79 , 125, 291, 292. 
50 I b i d . ,  p . 65.
5'' I b i d . ,  p .293 .
52 I b i d . ,  p .7 9 .

I b i d . , p p .45- 46 .
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from Hesketh Grange, most o f t h i s  lan d  be ing  in  th e  h ig h , n o r th e rn

p a r t  o f th e  Hambleton H i l l s ,  a t  h e ig h ts  exceeding  1,000 f e e t .  One

such a re a  c o n s is te d  of p a r t  o f .the w aste below Hesketh ( ” • • •  un am

partem  d e s e r t !  subtus H esteo h e it a d ja c e n tis  Bo l t e b i a " ) . The

bounds were d e sc rib e d  c a re fu l ly  b u t are  d i f f i c u l t  to  fo llo w  on a

modern map. The a rea  .seems to  have been a la rg e  one, however,

ly in g  rough ly  between Hesketh Grange, Lunshaw Beck and Mur to n .

A nother la rg e  a rea  c o n s is ted  e n t i r e ly  o f ” . . .  communem pasturam  morae

suae e t  b o s c i  su i quam ip se  P e tru s  habet i n t e r  v illa m  suam H ardeniae

(Arden) e t  grangiam monachorum de H e s te sk e id .”^  T his i s  th e  only

re fe re n c e  th a t  has been found vihere the  moors a re  s p e c i f i c a l ly

d e sc r ib e d  as communal p a s tu re s . Also ad m in is te red  from H esketh Grange

was the  h ig h e s t  p a r t  o f the  e n t i r e  re g io n , com prising Arden Moor and

B lack Hambleton. The woods and moors were le a se d  to  R ievaulx  Abbey

55as g raz in g  la n d s  by th e  p r io re s s  o f  Arden, b u t th e re  i s  no re c o rd

o f  th e  anim als they  k ep t th e re .

Byland Abbey a lso  h e ld  g raz in g  lan d s  in  th e  Hambleton H i l l s ,

b u t they  were much l e s s  ex tensive  than  those  owned by R iev au lx , and

sheep were grazed a t  Kepwick and A m pleforth , the  monks having  p a s tu re

r i g h t s  f o r  200 anim als in  each p la c e . On th e  granges a t  Mur ton  and

Old B yland, where the  abbey h e ld  a l l  the  g raz ing  r i g h t s ,  c a t t l e  were 
56more im p o rtan t. While th e re  i s  no means of knowing how many

^  I b i d . ,  p . 33.

I b i d . ,  p . 90.
5^ ^  s p e c ia l  g ran t gave the  monies o f Byland f r e e  access  to  a s p r in g

in  Dale f o r  t h e i r  c a t t l e  a t  Murton Grange. B urton . E c c le s i a s t i c a l  
H is to ry  of Y o rk sh ire , 1753* PP* 329-332.
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an im als were owned by th e  m o n as te rie s , i t  i s  c le a r  th a t  g raz ing  

r i g h t s  were d i s t r ib u te d  over most o f th e  a rea  and must have supported  

f lo c k s  and herds o f co n sid erab le  s iz e .

S ide by s id e  w ith m onastic farm ing went the c le a r in g  o f  woodland 

and rec lam a tio n  of m oorland, which was ta k in g  p lace  in  many p a r is h e s .  

Documents o f th e  e a r ly  th i r te e n th  cen tu ry  reco rd  th e  e x is te n c e  o f 

a s s a r t s ,  most o f which were made by la y  landow ners, on th e  low er, 

so u th e rn  p a r t  o f the  lim e-s to n e  p la te a u . In  H u tto n -le -H o le , f o r  

exam ple, two a s s a r ts  n e a r Rumesdale were made by W illiam  de S tu te v i l le  

e a r ly  in  the  th i r t e e n th  c e n t u r y , a n d  an o th er was given to  S t .  Mary’ s 

Abbey. T h is  was an a re a  c a lle d  ’’H ogthuet” , vdiich was c le a re d  (sa r ta tu m )
cQ

" th e  day t h i s  c h a r te r  was made” b u t th e  owner s t ip u la te d  t h a t  no 

more a s s a r t in g  was to  be done by the  monks w ithou t h is  c o n sen t.

In  Helmsley a very la rg e  a rea  seems to  have been improved d u rin g  

th e  tw e lf th  cen tu ry , b e fo re  the, lan d  was g iven to  R ievaulx  Abbey.

The g ran t to  the  abbey included  a l l  the  improved lan d  and woods 

( ” . . .  totum  sartum  meum e t  boscum .. . ” ) belong ing  to  E verard  de R os,^^ 

an a re a  w hich, from the d e s c r ip tio n  of i t s  bounds, seems to  have 

occupied  th e  same p o s it io n  as Dun combe Park a t  th e  p re s e n t day ( s e e  

map a t  end ). In  Sproxton a lso  th e re  were two a s s a r ts  la rg e  and 

im p o rtan t enough to  be d is tin g u ish e d  by in d iv id u a l names -  B atingge 

R id ing  and Siwenes R i d i n g . T h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  to  in d ic a te  th e  s iz e  o f

^  F a r r e r  W. o p .c i t . .  Vol. IX, p . 105, No.27»

5^ I b i d . ,  p . 87, N o.6 .
R ievaulx  C h a rtu la ry , p . 23*
I b i d . ,  p . 292.



82

th e se  a s s a r t s ,  b u t i t  i s  c le a r  fl*om th e  rec o rd  th a t  an a re a  o f a t  

l e a s t  tw elve a c re s  was invo lved . T his c le a r in g  r e s u l te d  in  a change 

in  la n d -u se  from rough g razing  to  a ra b le  farm ing .

For m onastic c le a r in g  th e re  i s  l i t t l e  ev idence , b u t th e  monks of 

R ievau lx  were re sp o n s ib le  f o r  a co n sid e rab le  amount o f improvement in  

Hove to n , the  whole o f which manor was g iven  to  th e  abbey d u ring  th e  

tw e lf th  cen tu ry . From the  d e s c r ip t io n  o f th e  manor g iven  in  th e

o r ig in a l  c h a r te r  i t  seems p robable  th a t  most o f th e  la n d  was u n c u lt iv a te d .  

Twenty y e a rs  a f t e r  th e  g i f t  was made a mandate o f Pope A lexander I I I

o rd ered  th e  r e s to r a t io n  to  R ievaulx  Abbey o f " a l l  wood and newly

c u l t iv a te d  la n d  in  Hove ton” u n ju s t ly  se ized  by th e  donor, R obert de

62S t u t e v i l l e .  At l e a s t  th re e  more a s s a r ts  were made in  Hoveton by
6i5th e  monks b e fo re  1180, thus adding to  t h e i r  ho ld in g  o f improved la n d .

At Skiplam near th e  edge of th e  C o ra llia n  sc a rp , where R ievaulx  

Abbey e s ta b l is h e d  one o f i t s  g ranges, th e  monks were given freedom to  

improve th e  lan d  i f  they  w ished. One of th e  e a r ly  g r a n ts ,  f o r  exam ple, 

was o f la n d  ” . . .  ad calendum e t  sartendum  e t utendum in  omnibus s ic u t  

s u is  p r o p r i i s . ”^  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  a s c e r ta in  e x a c tly  how much

use th e  monks made o f t h i s  p ro v is io n , bu t Skiplam c e r ta in ly  became an

im p o rtan t farm ing  c e n tre . As i t  was n o t a v i l l  a t  th e  tim e o f th e  

Domesday Survey, a l l  the  land  in  Skiplam which was c u l t iv a te d  in  th e  

tw e lf th  c e n tu ry  was l ik e ly  to  have been rec laim ed  some tim e a f t e r  IO86

F a r r e r  V. op. c i t .  V o l .I ,  p . 211 
^2 I b i d . ,  V ol.IX , p .218 , N0 . I 32.

I b i d . ,  pp . 90 and 217*
^  R ievaulx  C h a rtu la ry , p . 30*
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T his was t ru e  a lso  o f Newlathes, in  a s im ila r  p h y s ic a l  s i t u a t io n ,  

which became a grange of R ievaulx Abbey d u rin g  th e  tw e lf th  c e n tu iy , 

though here  again  th e re  i s  no d i r e c t  re fe re n c e  to  re c la m a tio n  in  any 

m onastic  c h a r te r .  Freedom to  enclose  and improve was o f te n  g ran ted  

to  th e  monks when g i f t s  o f unimproved moorland and woodland were made, 

b u t  th e re  i s  u su a lly  no reco rd  to  show w hether th e  p r iv i le g e  was used  

o r n o t .  T h is i s  th e  case a t  Oswaldkirk and a t  A n to f ts ,  where th e

monks o f R ievaulx  rec e iv e d  la n d .^ ^  I t  i s  c le a r ,  however, t h a t  th e
1

landow ners who donated land  to  the  m onaste ries were w e ll aware o f th e  

monks’ d e s ir e  to  extend t h e i r  improved lan d . The only  a rea  f o r  vdiich 

th e re  i s  no reco rd  of perm ission  to  rec la im  i s  th e  la rg e  a re a  o f moor

lan d  and woodland belonging  to  Arden P r io ry , where th e  h igh  a l t i t u d e  

o f th e  lan d  (o v e r 1,100 f e e t )  rendered  i t  u n s u i ta b le .

Thus, from th e  deep tren ch  o f th e  R iver Seven westward to  th e  

h ig h , exposed p la te a u  o f th e  Hambleton H i l l s  slow b u t s ig n i f ic a n t  

changes appeared in  th e  land  u t i l i s a t i o n  of m edieval tim e s . Manors, 

such as Hoveton and G r i f f ,  which had been n e g lec ted  s in c e  IO69 were 

converted  in to  u se fu l crop and p a s tu re  lan d ; sheep r e a r in g  was extended 

and became th e  main a c t iv i ty  on some m onastic g ranges; some new 

s e tt le m e n ts  were e s ta b lis h e d , no tab ly  the  granges a t  H esketh and 

Skiplam , vdiich became th e  a d m in is tra tiv e  c e n tre s  o f la rg e  m onastic  

h o ld in g s . In  many p la c e s , a s s a r t in g  and moorland rec lam a tio n  r e s u l te d

I b id .  pp . 235 and 214.
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in  a slow , p iece-m eal e x te n s io n  o f th e  improved la n d . In  a l l  th e se  

changes th e  m onaste ries p layed  an im p o rtan t p a r t .  E astw ard from th e  

v a lle y  o f th e  Seven alm ost th e  whole o f th e  Cor a l l i a i :  re g io n  la y  in  th e  

F o re s t o f P ic k e r in g . The only  p a r t  o f th e  e a s te rn  C o ra ll ia n  H i l l s  n o t 

in c lu d ed  in  th e  F o re s t was a sm all a re a  to  th e  n o r th -e a s t  o f th e  Derv/ent 

and th e  p re s e n t  Sea Cut (F ig . 13) ,  and i t  was in  t h i s  a re a  a lone  t h a t  a

m onastery -  W hitby Abbey -  gained complete c o n tro l o f  th e  farm land .

67Here a ra b le  farm ing  was cen tred  on the  grange a t  H ackness, where 

w heat, b a r le y ,  o a ts  and hay were grown, though th e re  were a ra b le  h o ld in g s  

in  th e  o th e r  parishes a ls o . P astu rage  f o r  an im als in c lu d ed  b o th  th e  

improved lan d  and th e  moors and woods. T h is i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  p a r t i c u l a r ly  

c le a r ly  by a c h a r te r  r e l a t i n g  to  land  in  Hackness and e lsew h ere , by 

which W hitby Abbey re c e iv e d  r i g h t  o f  common p a s tu re  in  th e  a ra b le  

f i e l d s  a n d " . . .  com. p a s tu ra e  in  m oris e t  v a s t i s  quae su n t e x tr a  

A cregarth^^  in  p r a e d ic t i s  v i l l i s . " ^ ^  Pannage f o r  p ig s  in  th e  woods 

a t  Broxa^^ was a lso  in c lu d ed , bu t th e re  i s  no reco rd  o f  o th e r  an im als 

b e in g  kept in  th e  a re a . Other uses o f th e  moors and woods a re  n o t 

re c o rd e d , and i t  seems l ik e ly  th a t  a p a r t  from e s ta b l is h in g  th e  grange 

th e  monks made few changes in  the  farm ing o f th e  a re a .

E lsew here in  th e  e a s te rn  C o ra llia n  H i l l s  w ith in  th e  F o re s t  o f 

P ic k e r in g  a c q u is i t io n  o f land  by the  m o n aste ries  was c u r ta i l e d  to  

some e x te n t ,  as no ted  a lre a d y  in  Region I I ,  and a lthough  th e  abbeys

W hitby C h a rtu la ry , p . 3- 
^7 I b i d . ,  p p .318-320.

A creg arth  = o p e n -f ie ld .
69 m ii tb y  C h a rtu la ry , p .429.
70 I b i d . ,  p p .221, 271.
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d id  gain  p ro p e rty  w ith in  th e  F o re s t from the  e a r ly  tw e lf th  cen tu ry

onwards the  amounts were g e n e ra lly  sm a lle r and the h o ld in g s more

s c a t te r e d  than  in  o th e r  p a r ts  o f the  C o ra llia n  o u tc ro p .

In  th e  West Ward of the  F o re s t ,  between th e  Seven and Thornton

D ale, the  abbeys gained land  in  only seven o f th e  fo u r te e n  tow nsh ips.

The a ra b le  h o ld ings were a l l  sm a ll, c o n s is t in g  of no more than  a few

b o v a te s  in  th e  o p e n -f ie ld s  o f f iv e  o f th e  t o w n s h i p s . G r a z i n g

r ig h t s  were more e x te n s iv e . In  Lockton, fo r  in s ta n c e ,  where R osedale

Abbey h e ld  only one bo v a t e of a rab le  lan d  w ith  a t o f t  and a c r o f t ,  th e

g raz in g  r ig h ts  included  200 sheep, a team o f oxen, two h o rse s , ten

cows and a b u l l ,  which between them must have re q u ire d  f a i r l y  e x ten siv e  
72

p a s tu re s .  In  P ic k e rin g , both  th e  monks o f R ievaulx  and th e  h e rm its

o f  G oathland h e ld  g raz ing  r i ^ t s ,  th e  monks u sin g  th e  w aste lan d  in

73the  Vale o f P ick e rin g  " and th e  h e rm its  having r ig h ts  " f o r  a l l  t h e i r

f l o c k s " i n  th e  o p e n -f ie ld s . G razing r i ^ t s  in  th e  o th e r  tow nships

75were confined  s im ila r ly  to  e i th e r  th e  o p e n -f ie ld s , as in  T horn ton , o r  

th e  woods and moors, as in  M iddleton^^, w hile  th e  anim als allow ed to  

g raze  th e re  were u su a lly  sheep. In  every  case th e  monks shared  th e  g raz in g  

w ith  th e  la y  te n a n ts  and were th e re fo re  n o t f r e e  to  use the  land  f o r  

any o th e r  purpose.

71 F a r r e r  W. op. c i t . .  V o l.I ,  p.15&; V ol.IX , p . 127, No.56 . The tow nships 
were a l l  in  th e  p a rish e s  o f P ic k e rin g , E lle rb u rn  and M iddleton.

72 I b id ,  Vol. I ,  p . 307 
R ievaulx  C h a rtu la ry , p . 110.
F a r re r  W. o p .c i t . .  V o l.I ,  p . 310.
R ievaulx  C h a rtu la ry , p .280.

76 T ith e  Cause Papers quoted by P u rv is  J .S .  Yorks. A rch aeo lo g ica l 
J o u rn a l ,  1944-47, p*441*
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Changes in  land -use  in  the  F o re s t  o f P ic k e rin g  were e n t i r e ly  

the  concern o f th e  la y  te n a n ts ,  whose e f f o r t s  to  re c la im  p a r t s  of th e  

F o re s t  were se v e re ly  impeded by F o re s t Law. From th e  th i r t e e n th  

cen tu ry  onwards, however, the  f e l l in g  o f tim ber proceeded r a p id ly ,  

u s u a l ly  w ithou t perm ission .

. A ssa r ts  in  the  w estern  p a r t  o f th e  F o re s t  were lo c a te d  in  

Levisham, Cropton and K ingthorpe^^ (F ig . 13) ,  In  Levisham, fo u r  

a s s a r ts  had been made by 1300, m ostly in  a now u n id e n t i f ia b le  a re a  

c a l le d  S ta in th w a ite . The la r g e s t  con ta ined  n ine  a c res  and was used 

f o r  hay . Two o f  th e  o th e rs  were o f two a c res  each , and one was sown 

w ith  sp rin g  corn . For the  rem aining a s s a r t  th e re  i s  no record  o f 

e i t h e r  th e  s iz e  o r the use to  idiich i t  was p u t , b u t th e  s ta tem en t t h a t  

th e  Steward " in c lo se d  i t  and took r e n t  f o r  i t "  suggests  t h a t  th e  lan d  

was improved.

Many a s s a r ts  were made in  C ropton, which l i e s  n e a r th e  w estern  

edge o f the  F o re s t . In  th e  e a r ly  fo u r te e n th  cen tu ry , f o r  exam ple, 

an a s s a r t  o f e ig h t a c re s  and ano ther of s ix te e n  a c re s  were made in  

a p a r t  o f Cropton known as B artonda le . E lsew here in  Cropton f iv e  

a s s a r t s ,  com prising a t o t a l  o f th ir ty - tw o  a c re s , were made d u ring  th e  

l a t e  th i r t e e n th  and e a r ly  fo u r te e n th  c e n tu r ie s .

The a s s a r ts  in  Kingthorpe were made during  th e  fo u r te e n th  

c e n tu iy  and were rem arkable f o r  t h e i r  la rg e  s iz e .  One of them con

s i s t e d  o f n ine a c re s  in  K ingthorpe Wood and had been sown once w ith
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sp rin g  com  a t  the  tim e o f the  survey in  1337* Most o f th e  a s s a r t in g  

in  K ingthoii)e was c a rr ie d  out by one te n a n t  -  Roger M ansergh. By 

1323 he possessed  an in c lo se d  a s s a r t  of tw elve a c re s  and an o th e r o f
78fo u r  a c re s ,  and in  1334 he and h is  w ife  were g iven  perm iss io n  to  

a s s a r t  and break  up twenty a c res  o f waste on t h e i r  own la n d ."

The use which Roger Mansergh made of h i s  a s s a r t s  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  The 

s ix te e n  a c re s  in  use in  1323 appear to  have been c u l t iv a te d  in  some 

y e a r s ,  b u t w ith  long p e rio d s  of fa llo w  in  betv/een, a p r a c t ic e  which 

p re v a ile d  in  o th e r  p la c e s  a ls o . The tw enty a c re s  vdiich were tobe 

rec la im ed  a f t e r  1334 were to  be used p a r t ly  f o r  t i l l a g e  and p a r t ly  

f o r  p a s tu re  and meadow, thus re p re se n tin g  each type o f farm  la n d .

By th e  tim e Roger Mansergh* s twenty a c re s  were rec la im ed  the  a re a  of 

improved lan d  w est o f T hom tondale would amount to  approx im ate ly  s ix ty  

a c re s .

No a s s a r ts  a re  mentioned in  o th e r  p a r is h e s  in  t h i s  p a r t  o f 

P ic k e rin g  F o re s t  between Newtondale and R osedale , b u t th e re  i s  

ev idence to  suggest th a t  a number o f encroachm ents had been made 

from tim e to  tim e f o r  which a sp e c ia l  r e n t  was charged, a s  shown in  th e

I b i d . ,  Vol. I I ,  p . 242.

79 I b i d . ,  Vol. IV, p . 126.
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fo llo w in g  ta b le ;

T able 4 . ENCROACHLîENTS in  the  W estern P a r t  o f P ic k e rin g  F o re s t , 
( l a t e  13th  -  e a r ly  -14th cen tu ry )

80

P o s i t io n  of 
Encroachment Size (a c re s ) Rent Crop

1. Cropton 2 6d. 7/heat
2. Cropton 10 5 / - Oats
3 . W relton 8 4 / - Oats
4* M iddleton 20 10/ - O ats
5 . M iddleton . 1/2 3d. Oats
6. P ic k e rin g 10 )

10/ -
Oats

7 . P ic k e rin g 10 } Oats

8. K ingthorpe
/

3 3 / - Wheat
9 . K ingthorpe 2 2/ - Wheat

10. E lle rb u rn 3 1/6 Oats
11. W ilton 40 20/ - Oats

12. Cropton 10 5/ “ Oats

13 . A islaby 9 4 /6 Oats

14* P ic k e rin g 9 4 /6 Oats

15 . P ic k e rin g 10 5/ - Oats

16 . S ta in to n

T o ta l Acreage

3 }

5 )

118. 1/2

5/6 % e a t

Oats

80 Compiled in  o rd er given from Turton R.B. op. c i t . .  V o l . I I ,  p p .215 
e t  seq . I t  w i l l  be noted th a t  w ith one e x ce p tio n , o a t lan d  p a id  
6d. p e r  acre  and wheat land  l / - *
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I t  i s  c le a r  from the examples shown in  t h i s  ta b le  and from the  

a s s a r t s  which were made in  Cropton th a t  a l l  th e  c le a re d  lan d  was used  

f o r  a ra b le  c ro p s .

In  th e  E ast Ward of th e  F o re s t , from Thornton Dale eastw ard  to  

th e  scarp  overlooking  the c o a s ta l p la in ,  abbey p ro p e r ty  was confined  

to  seven p a r ish e s  b o rd erin g  th e  Vale of P ic k e rin g . H ere, a s  in  th e  

w est w ard, the  m onastic ho ld ings were g e n e ra lly  sm a ll, c o n s is t in g  o f a 

few b o v a tes  o f a rab le  la n d , sm all amounts o f meadow, and g raz in g  r i g h t s  

f o r  sheep , a l l  o f which was c o n tro lle d  by m anorial custom. In  th e  

numerous d a le s  which reach  the  Derwent on the  w est, and on th e  

p la te a u  surrounding them, th e re  was no abbey p ro p e rty  w hatever.

There i s  abundant evidence to  suggest th a t  t h i s  a re a  was v e ry  w e ll 

wooded, e s p e c ia l ly  in  th e  d a le s . The e x te n t  o f woodland beyond the  

d a le s  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  e s tim a te , b u t i t  seems l ik e l y  t h a t  in  some p la c e s  

a t  l e a s t ,  woodland extended on to  th e  p la te a u  su rfa c e . In  T ro u tsd a le , 

f o r  exam ple, th e  boundary of a wood h e ld  by G ilb e r t  de Ay ton  i s  

d e sc rib e d  in  d e t a i l ,  and th e re  i s  no doubt th a t  i t  covered p a r t s  o f 

b o th  th e  d a le  and the neighbouring p la te a u .

From th e  tw e lf th  cen tu iy  onwards in ta k e s  and a s s a r ts  were made 

by the  la y  te n a n ts  in  many p la c e s , thoughreclam ation  seems to  have 

proceeded slow ly a t  f i r s t .  In tak e s  in  G ivendale ( in  A lle r s to n )  made 

by laymen and given to  R ievaulx Abbey in  I I 60 r e p re s e n t  some o f th e

82e a r l ie s t  improvements. Givendale i s  a deep, narrow v a lle y  which

T urton R.B. op. c i t . .  Vol. I l l ,  p .98.
F a r r e r  op. c i t . .  Vol. I ,  p . 301, No.386.
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has been cu t in  the  p la te a u  im m ediately n o rth  o f A lle r s to n  (se e  map

at end), and i t  i s  one o f the few such v a lle y s  in  which reclam ation

i s  recorded* I t  i s  o f p a rticu la r  in te r e s t  as the in tak es do not appear

to have been added to  the o p en -fie ld s . During the fou rteenth  century

reclam ation became more 7d.despread. In Wykeham and Ruston two a ssa r ts

o f  twenty acres each were made in  1337,^^ and i t  i s  an in te r e s t in g

r e f le c t io n  o f the changing a ttitu d e  on the part o f the F orest Stewards

that such large  encroachments were to ler a ted . In the d ales west o f the

Derwent a s s a r t s  were a lso  being  made on a f a i r l y  la rg e  s c a le .  In

Langdale, fourteenth century Forest Surveys record an a ssa rt o f twenty
84acres made in  1337$ and the f e l l in g  o f six ty -tw o  tr e e s  in  the d a le ,

o f  which f i f t y - f i v e  o f the stumps were " . . .  from tre es  so ld  to  fermors
85a t  th e  grubbing up o f t h e i r  c lo s e s ."  At about the  same tim e , an

area o f fo r ty  acres o f Forest land a t B ick ley  was enclosed and sown with

86o a ts  ( s e e  map a t  end). The ten a n t a lso  b u i l t  a house th e re .

B ick ley  la y  in  a part o f the Forest which was uninhabited a t the time 

o f the Domesday Survey and i t  seems, th ere fo re , that th is  new farm and 

the fo r ty  acres surrounding i t  represented the beginning o f a new type 

o f  settlem en t -  the iso la te d  farm. Even today there i s  no v i l la g e  

settlem en t in  the dales ly in g  west of the Derwent, but the land i s  

worked from a number o f farms in  widely sca ttered  s itu a t io n s .
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On th e  h o u ld e r-c la y  low lands n e a r  th e  c o as t woodland was 

p a r t i c u la r ly  e x te n s iv e , and of th e  la r g e r  m o n aste ries  only  Whitby 

Abbey and B rid lin g to n  P r io iy  gained sm all a re as  o f a ra b le  la n d , 

two c a ru ca te s  in  B urn iston  belonging  to  W h i t b y , a n d  two p loughlands 

o f  te n  a c re s  in  Cloughton belonging  to  Br i d l i n g t o n . These '  

h o ld in g s  were worked in  th e  o p e n -f ie ld s  and the  monks had l i t t l e  

o p p o rtu n ity  to  add to  the  acreage by re c la m a tio n . Indeed , 

encroachm ents in to  th e  F o re s t were r e s i s t e d  in  t h i s  a re a  u n t i l  the  

m id - th ir te e n th  cen tu ry . In  1256 th e  Manor o f F a is  grave was d i s 

a f fo re s te d  and g ran ted  to  the  B urgesses o f Scarborough so t h a t  they

could " . . .  b u i ld ,  in c lo se  and approve on th a t  lan d  and have f r e e  
89w arren ."  Thus, rec lam ation  o f form er F o re s t  lan d  was g iven  o f f i c i a l

s a n c tio n . In  1337, a survey o f the  O ffences o f V ert committed in  th e

F o re s t  rev e a le d  th a t  the f e l l in g  of tim ber had been going on a t  an

a la rm in g ly  r a p id  r a t e .  In  Scalby Hay alone 2,141 t r e e  stumps were

90re p o rte d  in  th e  demesne woods, in  a d d itio n  to  650 oaks vh ich  had

been f e l l e d  e lsew here. In  Fullwood, which was ap pu rtenan t to  B u rn is to n ,

C loughton, Bcalby and Newby, th e  woods were found to  have been " . . .

91w asted of o ld , and have re c e n tly  been wasted again  . . . "  , th u s

in d ic a t in g  t h a t  th e  f e l l in g  o f tim ber was p roceed ing  more o r l e s s

c o n tin u o u sly . Whether the  f e l l i n g  was c a r r ie d  out w ith  a view to

^7 Whitby C h a rtu la ry , p . x l v i i i .
88 F a r re r  W. op. c i t . .  Vol. I ,  p . 283. A no te  quoted from the  

C h a rtu la ry  of B rid lin g to n  P rio ry .
T urton R.B. op. c i t . .  Vol. I I ,  p . 222.

90 I b i d . ,  Vol. n ,  p. 188.
91 I b i d . ,  Vol. I I ,  p .176.
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c le a r in g  th e  lan d  fo r  c u l t iv a t io n  o r m erely f o r  th e  p r o f i t  which

could  be gained from the  tim ber, i s  n o t al?/ays c e r ta in .  There i s

no reco rd  o f c u l t iv a t io n  dn Scalby Hay, and th e  f a c t  t h a t  over 2,000

stumps were l e f t  in  th e  ground w ithou t b e ing  grubbed up in d ic a te s  th a t

th e  land  was n o t in tended  f o r  immediate rec la m a tio n . In  P u l l  wood,

however, i t  was noted in  1337 th a t  e ig h ty  a c re s  had been enclosed  
92w ith  a d i tc h  -  ev id e n tly  th e  f i r s t  s tag e  in  improvement.

By th e  end o f th e  f i f t e e n th  cen tu iy  the  lo n g -co n tin u ed  p ro ce ss  o f

a s s a r t in g ,  a long w ith  the  f e l l i n g  o f tim ber f o r  o th e r  p u rp o ses , was

b eg in n in g  to  make i t s  mark, and was s t i l l  co n tin u in g . For example,

in  1489 E l l i s  C lose , two m iles n o rth -w es t o f C loughton, c o n tr ib u te d

300 oak t r e e s  f o r  the  r e p a i r  o f " . . .  the G^etye and Key o f our Towne 

93of Scarborow" , a lo s s  of growing tim ber which must have r e s u l te d  in  

th e  c le a r in g  o f a considerab le  a re a  of lan d . Ten y e a rs  l a t e r  E l l i s  

C lose was be ing  d esc rib ed  no t as woodland b u t as p a s t u r e . T h e  same 

d e s c r ip t io n  was a p p lied  a lso  to  Scalby Hay, where th e  c le a r in g  o f 

woodland had been proceeding f o r  over a cen tu ry . From t h i s  i t  may be 

deduced th a t  dom esticated  anim als were g raz ing  in  bo th  p la c e s  in s te a d  

o f  the  d eer and w ild  boar o f form er y e a rs .

Thus, by the  beginning of the s ix te e n th  cen tu ry  th e  p ro cess  o f 

rec lam atio n  was w ell under way. Complaints about " d iv e rs  a s s a r t es" 

made w ith in  the F o re s t w ithout perm ission  o r r i g h t  continued  to  appear

92 I b id .  p . 170.

53 I b i d . ,  V o l .I ,  p . 122. 

94 I b i d . ,  Vol. I .  p . 131.
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from tim e to  time in  the Duchy o f L an cas te r re c o rd s , showing th a t  the  

F o re s t  was g rad u a lly  be ing  reduced in  s iz e  by th e  encroachm ent o f 

c u l t iv a te d  land  and improved p a s tu re .

T his e a s te rn  p a r t  o f the  C o ra llia n  H i l l s  was one of th e  few 

a re a s  in  the  N orth  York Moors vdiere th e  abbeys pl%red l i t t l e  p a r t  in  

th e  lan d -u se  changes. While abbey p o ssess io n s  in  th e  reg io n  were 

f a i r l y  numerous, the  in d iv id u a l h o ld in g s were u n s u ita b le  f o r  the  

development o f the  la rg e - s c a le  farm ing p ra c t is e d  e lsew here by th e  

m o n as te rie s . Moreover, w ith th e  excep tion  o f Yedingham P r io ry , 

a l l  the  m onaste ries were s i tu a te d  a t  g re a t d is ta n c e s  from t h e i r  

h o ld in g s  in  t h i s  a re a , and i t  i s  probably  f o r  t h i s  reason  th a t  many

o f th e  h o ld ings were soon le a se d  to  la y  te n a n ts  f o r  th e  payment o f a

95y e a r ly  r e n t ,  th u s d im in ish ing  s t i l l  f u r th e r  m onastic  in f lu e n c e  in  

t h i s  d i s t r i c t .

Throughout the  C o ra llian  reg ion  the  g en e ra l d i s t r ib u t io n  o f

th e  d i f f e r e n t  types o f farm land bore a s im ila r ,  w e ll-d e fin e d

re la t io n s h ip  to  th e  p h y s ic a l co n d itio n s  o f s o i l ,  a l t i tu d e  and d ra in a g e .

T h is r e la t io n s h ip  emerges c le a r ly  in  some p a r is h e s  fo r  which

p a r t i c u l a r ly  comprehensive reco rd s  have been found. In  K irbym oorside,

f o r  in s ta n c e , meadowland " . . .  n e a r the  boundary o f Eds to n e " , and
97" . . .  common p a s tu re  in  the  moor near B ow forth", g iven to  Keldholme

99 i//iiitby C h a rtu la ry , p . 139. F ive bovates in  I r to n  were l e t  f o r  a r e n t
o f h a lf  a mark. p .2l 8 -  p a s tu re  r ig h ts  in  S u f f ie ld ,  E v erley  and 
Hackness were l e t  to  the P r io r  o f B rid lin g to n .

9 ^  F a r r e r  W. op. c i t . .  Vol. IX, p .92, No.12.
97 I b i d . ,  p . 90, No. 10. "Moor" was used here  to  denote rough g ra z in g  lan d

a t  a low a l t i tu d e ,  and no t in  the  sense g e n e ra lly  employed in  t h i s
t h e s i s .
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P r io r  d u rin g  th e  tw e lf th  c en tu ry  were a l l  on th e  lo w -ly in g , marshy

f lo o r  o f th e  Vale of P ic k e rin g . The a ra b le  f i e l d s  ad jo in ed  K irk d a le ,

a p la te a u  se ttle m e n t. The wood o f Ravenswyke, which belonged to

K irbym oorside, occupied th e  steep  s id e s  o f  the  Dove v a lle y  vdiere i t

c u ts  through the  C o ra llian  l i m e s t o n e . I n  P ic k e rin g  a s im ila r

arrangem ent i s  apparen t. H ere, w aste  lan d  la y  "below th e  town"^^,

i . e . ,  in  th e  Vale of P ic k e rin g . During th e  tw e lf th  cen tu ry  a la rg e

a rea  o f t h i s  land  was given to  R ievaulx Abbey, ex tend ing  southw ards

from P ic k e rin g  to  the  Derwent and eastw ard from P ic k e rin g  Beck to

A lle rs to n  Beck, thus in c lu d in g  a s u b s ta n t ia l  p a r t  o f  th e  i l l - d r a i n e d

low lands o f th e  V ale. This became meadow and p a s t u r e . A r a b l e

101lan d  in  P ic k e rin g  p a r is h  la y  in  o p e n -f ie ld s , and i t  seems l ik e ly  th a t

as th e  lan d  to  the  south o f the  town was u n c u lt iv a te d  the  a ra b le  must

have l a in  to  the  n o r th , on th e  b e t te r -d r a in e d ,  lov/er s lo p es  o f  th e

C o ra ll ia n  lim estone  p la te a u . Woods in  P ic k e rin g  were w idesp read ,

as shown by P ig . 14, which has been compiled from names m entioned in

102Duchy o f L an c as te r rec o rd s . ’ I t  shows c le a r ly  th a t  woodland

I b i d . ,  p . 92, No. 12.

99 R ievaulx  C h a rtu la ry , p . 110.

1 ^  I b i d . ,  p . 128.

101 One ca ru ca te  of a ra b le  land  in  P ick erin g  was given to  th e  herm itage 
o f G oathland e a r ly  in  the  tw e lf th  c e n tu ry " . . .  to  be c u l t iv a te d  among 
th e  c a ru c a te s  o f the demesne. F a r r e r  W, o p .c i t . , V q 1 , I ,  p . 310.

102 T urton  R.B. o p .c i t . ,  V o l .I I ,  pp.130-139; 176-188.
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extended a long  th e  s id e s  o f th e  v a lle y s  and on to  th e  f la t - to p p e d  

spurs s e p a ra tin g  them. In  p la c e s  as f a r  a p a r t  as Scawton in  th e  

w est and Wykeham in  th e  e a s t ,  the  same g e n e ra l arrangem ent o f th e  

farm land i s  d is c e rn ib le  -  th e  a ra b le  lan d  occupying th e  C o ra llia n  

lim esto n e  p la te a u  i t s e l f  a t  a l t i tu d e s  o f from 350 to  600 f e e t ,^ ^ ^  

th e  meadow in  th e  Vale of P ic k e r in g  and on th e  narrow  f lo o r s  o f  th e  

d a le s  idiich d is s e c t  th e  p la te a u , and the  woodland on the s te ep  v a l le y  

s id e s ,  ex tending  in  p lac es  outwards from the  v a lle y s  on to  th e  

p la te a u  su rfa c e .

Between th e  Domesday Survey and th e  D isso lu tio n  o f the  

M o n aste rie s , lan d -u se  in  the C o ra llia n  lim esto n e  h i l l s  underw ent many 

sm all changes even though th e  o v e ra l l  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f th e  ty p es  of 

farm land  rem ained th e  same. The o p e n -f ie ld s ,  which con tinued  to  be 

th e  m ainstay  of a g r ic u l tu re  th roughou t th e  p e r io d , w ere en la rged  in  

many p la c e s  by th e  a d d itio n  o f woodland c le a r in g s  and moorland 

in ta k e s .  Some in ta k e s  were enclosed  and were c u l t iv a te d  a p a r t  from 

th e  f i e l d s .  From the  evidence a v a ila b le  i t  seems l ik e ly  t h a t  most o f 

th e se  were a t  com paratively  low a l t i t u d e s ,  below 600 o r  700 f e e t ,  

though th e  long  p e rio d s  o f fa llovf to  which they  were su b je c t  su g g ests  

t h a t  they  la y  in  a re a s  of i n f e r io r  s o i l .  There i s  no evidence o f

1^^ The p re c is e  p o s i t io n  o f th e  a ra b le  f i e l d s  i s  shown on
e ig h te e n th  cen tu ry  enclo su re  maps. See in f r a .  Ch. VI.
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th e  method by ? ^ ic h  th e  lan d  was rec la im ed , though b o th  in  th e  

F o re s t  o f  P ic k e r in g  and o u ts id e  i t  en c lo su re  seems to  have accompanied 

re c la m a tio n  in  most cases. The a c q u is i t io n  o f lan d  by th e  m o n as te rie s  

r e s u l te d  in  f u r th e r  changes, e s p e c ia l ly  in  th e  a re a  o u ts id e  th e  F o re s t 

o f  P ic k e r in g . I t  was the  m o n as te rie s  which were c h ie f ly  r e s p o n s ib le  

f o r  th e  e x te n s io n  o f g raz in g  in  th e  h ig h e s t  and most rem ote p a r t s  o f 

th e  lim e s to n e  h i l l s ,  where th e  a l t i t u d e  o f 800 f e e t  and o v er was

u n fav o u rab le  f o r  th e  ex ten sio n  o f a ra b le  farm ing . Thus,by th e  c le a r in g
1

o f  w oodland, rec lam a tio n  o f moorland and in c re a s e d  use o f  m oorland f o r  

g ra z in g , b o th  a ra b le  and p a s to r a l  farm ing were extended in  a l l  p a r t s  o f 

th e  re g io n .

The fo reg o in g  pages have d e a l t  w ith  th e  th re e  su b -re g io n s  o f  th e  

N orth  York Moors, and i t  now rem ains to  summarise th e  main changes 

d u rin g  th e  m edieval p e rio d . % e  re g io n  emerges as an a re a  where 

farm ing  in c re a se d  s te a d i ly  in  e x te n t and p ro s p e r i ty  d u rin g  th e  

M iddle Ages. T his o f te n  invo lved  th e  re -u s e  o f  la n d  which had been 

w asted  in  ^06  ̂ and th e  rec lam atio n  o f moor and woodland f o r  b o th

a ra b le  and p a s tu re .

The pace of p ro g re ss  was quickened by m onastic farm ing  from  the

e a r ly  tw e lf th  cen tu iy  onwards. Moreover, a c e r ta in  degree  o f

s p e c ia l i s a t io n  was d is c e rn ib le  by th e  t h i r t e e n th  c en tu ry  -  th e



98

m o n as te rie s  s p e c ia l is e d  in  la rg e - s c a le  a n im a l- r a is in g , p a r t i c u l a r l y  

sh eep , in  marked c o n tr a s t  w ith  th e  mixed farm ing  o f th e  la y  fa rm e rs . 

In  th e  moors and d a le s  (R egion I I )  th e  e x te n s io n  o f farm ing  in to  th e  

d a le s  was la r g e ly  the  work of th e  monks, who e s ta b l is h e d  g ranges 

v h e re v e r t h e i r  h o ld in g s were la rg e  enough to  work a s  farm  u n i t s .

In  th e  few p la c e s  Yàiere fa rm ing  was in  th e  hands of laym en, mixed 

farm ing  was c h a r a c t e r i s t i c .  T h is s p e c ia l i s a t io n  and th e  in c re a s e  in  

th e  a re a  o f improved lan d  by rec lam a tio n  con tinued  th ro u g h o u t th e  

m edieval p e r io d .
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C hapter V

Two C en tu rie s  of changing Land-Use 
15J9T1750

The d is s o lu t io n  o f th e  M onaste ries  marks th e  b eg in n in g  o f  a 

new phase in  th e  a g r ic u l tu r a l  development o f th e  North York Moors*

The c o n tin u i ty  o f tenu re  enjoyed by th e  monks f o r  fo u r  hundred y e a rs  

came to  an end, and w ith  i t  th e  u n ifo rm ity  o f a g r i c u l tu r a l  p r a c t ic e  

and farm  management which th e  monks had imposed upon the  la rg e  a re a s  

o f farm -1  and th ey  c o n tro l le d . The e x te n s iv e  e s t a t e s  o f  th e  fo u r  

la rg e  abbeys, and the  sm a lle r  h o ld in g s  o f o th e r  h o u ses, were s p l i t  up 

in to  u n i t s  o f va ry ing  s iz e s ,  and a l l  were occupied  by la y  te n a n ts .

The d e t a i l s  o f la n d -u s e , and th e  s iz e  of th e  h o ld in g s , a re  re v e a le d  

in  the  M in iste rs*  Accounts o f Abbey p ro p e rty  made a f t e r  th e  

D is s o lu t io n , between 1539 and 1547. The amount o f in fo rm a tio n  su p p lie d  

v a r ie s  g r e a t ly .  At t h e i r  b r i e f e s t  th e  accoun ts sim ply s t a t e  th e  number 

o f  laymen who became te n a n ts  on fo rm er abbey la n d s , and th e  y e a r ly  

v a lu e  o f t h e i r  h o ld in g s ; th e  f u l l e s t  accounts l i s t  every bo v a te  in  

th e  open f i e l d s ,  every  a c re  of meadowland, a l l  th e  r i g h t s  o f  p a s tu rag e  

and every  c lo se  in  th e  manors and granges # i ic h  had passed  from 

m onastic  hands. In  many manors a ls o ,  in ta k e s  a re  d e sc r ib e d . An 

a n a ly s is  o f th e  accounts can thus p rov ide  a very  a c c u ra te  p ic tu r e  o f 

la n d  u t i l i s a t i o n ,  enclo su re  and rec lam a tio n  p r io r  to  1539.

E x tr a c ts  from th ese  a re  inc luded  in  th e  C h a r tu la r ie s  o f W hitby, 

G uisborough and R ievaulx  Abbeys, p u b lish ed  by the  S u r te e s  S o c ie ty .



100

M anorial surveys can a lso  be used to  t r a c e  changes in  la n d -u se  

and th e  p ro g re s s  of* improvement. These su rv ey s were made a t

in freq u e n t, i n t e r v a l s ,  and most o f them be lo n g  to  th e  sev en te en th
-  2 

c e n tu ry .

P a rlia m e n ta ry  surveys made about 165O o f crown la n d s  c o n f is c a te d  

d u rin g  th e  Commonwealth, a lso  e x is t  f o r  some p a r t s  o f th e  moorland 

r e g io n ,  n o tab ly  th e  manors o f P ic k e r in g , R osedale and N o rth s te ad ^ . 

L ike th e  M in isters*  A ccounts, b o th  ty p es  o f su rvey  vary  g r e a t ly  in  

th e  amount o f in fo rm a tio n  th ey  g iv e , from a b a re  s ta te m e n t o f th e  

ac rea g e s  of in d iv id u a l  farm s and th e  names o f the  t e n a n ts ,  to  a 

d e ta i l e d  account o f la n d -u s e , in ta k e s  and c lo s e s .

F u r th e r  in fo rm atio n  i s  su p p lied  by p a r is h  maps. These a re  r a r e ,  

and range in  da te  from  1598 to  the  e a r ly  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry , b u t 

where th ey  e x i s t ,  they  show c le a r ly  and p r e c is e ly  th e  p o s i t io n s  o f 

th e  d i f f e r e n t  ty p es of farm  la n d . By comparing th e se  o ld  maps w ith  

modern Ordnance Survey maps i t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  r e l a t e  th e  lan d -u se  

p a t t e r n  to  p h y s ic a l and g e o lo g ic a l c o n d itio n s .

Duchy of L an caste r Records fo r  th e  F o re s t o f  P ic k e r in g  d e sc r ib e  

th e  c o n d itio n s  in  th e  so u th -e a s te rn  p a r t  o f  th e  m oorland re g io n  in  

c o n s id e ra b le  d e t a i l ,  and cover th e  p e rio d  from 1577 to  I 665 . They

^ S e v e ra l o f th ese  surveys were co n su lte d  a t  th e  N orth R id ing  
Records O ffice .

^ P u b lic  Records O ffice . Y orksh ire  P a rlia m e n ta ry  S urveys. A 
f u l l  account o f th e se  i s  given by W illan  T .S . In  YorksT 
A rch aeo lo g ica l Jo u rn a l , Vol. XXXI 1934 pp .224“ 289.
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a re  c h ie f ly  concerned w ith  the  w oodlands, and p ro v id e  a la rg e  amount

o f  in fo rm a tio n  about the  e x te n t o f  woods and th e  a tte m p ts  made to  

c le a r  them.

In  th e  fo llo w in g  pages th e  f iv e  c la s s e s  o f  document which

have been d e sc rib e d  a re  used to  tr a c e  th e  slow p ro g re s s  o f  re c la m a tio n

and improvement through the  two c e n tu r ie s  between th e  D is s o lu tio n  o f

th e  M onaste ries in  1 539 and th e  beg in n in g  o f P a r lia m e n ta ry  en c lo su re

round about 1750, and to  i l l u s t r a t e  th e  r e s u l t i n g  changes in  lan d  

u t i l i s a t i o n .

Region I . The N orthern  B o u ld e r-c lay  P la te a u .

The p e rio d  opens w ith  l i t t l e  change from  th e  p reced in g  

c e n tu r ie s ,  and farm ing was s t i l l  l a r g e ly  m edieval in  c h a ra c te r .  

O p e n -fie ld s  a re  reco rded  in  the  accounts o f G uisborough P r io r y ,  

f o r  example in  U gthorpe,^  and again  in  a su rvey  of L iv e r to n  made in  

1577> vdiich showed th a t  most o f th e  a ra b le  h o ld in g s  s t i l l  la y  in
5

th e  o p e n - f ie ld s .

A s im ila r  arrangem ent i s  ap p aren t in  Hawsker, S ta in s a c r e ,

Newholm' and Dunsley where th e  o p e n -f ie ld s  s t i l l  c o n ta in ed  most o f 

th e  a ra b le  lan d  a t  th e  tim e o f the  D is s o lu tio n . The a cc o u n ts  f o r  

U gglebarnby a lso  m ention "lands** o r  s t r i p s  in  th e  o p e n - f ie ld s ,  Land 

House F ie ld  and H a ll F ie ld .  The same was t r u e  on th e  W hitby Abbey 

e s t a t e s ,  which inc luded  most o f th e  land  n e a r  th e  Esk mouth. On

^  Guisborough C h a rtu la ry . A b s tra c t from M in iste rs*  A ccoun ts, 31-32 
Henry V II I ,  p . x x x i-x x x iv .

5 R en ta l o f John Dawnay* s p ro p e r ty , 1577. North R id in g  R ecords O ff ic e .
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th e  grange of Whitby L athes f o r  example, th e  M in isters*  Accounts^

r e f e r  to  **---- 1 p a ro e lla e  te r r a e  voc. P ickbum e F elde  e t  i i i i

selionum  t* ra e  (groups o f s t r ip s )  ja c e n t .  ju x ta  eundera campum — .** 

Meadow lan d  la y  in  the  ings o r watermeadows where the  grange

possessed  '*---- 1 p a ro e lla e  p r a t i  voc* Monke ynge**. The monks a lso

h e ld  g raz in g  r ig h ts  on th e  common p astu res*  In  th e  case o f  th e  

grange a t  F y lin g  the monks possessed  -  p a s tu ra  communi super 

moram s iv e  communi am ib id*  voc* Blakamoore — and i t  i s  p robab le  

th a t  in  o th e r  p lac es  a ls o , th e  moors were used  as communal p astu res*

By 1539 however, c lo ses  were appearing  in  th e  o p e n -f ie ld s  o f 

many manors. Although a l l  th e  manors m entioned in  the M in isters*  

Accounts inc lude  some enclosed  la n d , the  e x te n t to  *wdiich th e  p ro cess  

o f  enclo su re  had proceeded v a rie d  enormously. On some manors very  

few c lo ses  had been made. In  S ta in s a c re , f o r  exam ple, th e re  were 

only  th re e  c lo s e s ,  in  Newholm th ree  and in  Ugthorpe and Dunsley s ix .  

The s iz e s  o f  the c lo ses a re  n o t g iv en , b u t i t  seems p robab le  t h a t  

th ey  rep re se n te d  only a sm all p a r t  of th e  t o t a l  improved a re a . In  

Robin Hood*s Bay th e re  were e ig h t c lo s e s , most o f them c a lle d  

L angthw aite , which suggests th a t  a l l  the enclo su re  had taken  p lac e  

in  one p a r t  o f th e  p a r is h .

In  c o n tr a s t ,  th e  Manor of W hitby, which a lso  had belonged to  

Whitby Abbey, had no o p e n -f ie ld s  rem aining in  1539* Not only  i s  

th e re  evidence of complete en c lo su re , bu t th e  lan d -u se  i s  a lso  g iv en .

^ Whitby C h artu la ry . Vol. I I .  p p .719-765* M inisters*  Accounts 
31- 38 . Henry V III (1539-47)*
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as shown in  Table 3 ~ a rec o rd  which can r a r e ly  be o b ta in ed  f o r  such an 

e a r ly  p e r io d . The o u ts tan d in g  fe a tu re  of th e  lan d -u se  i s  th e  la rg e  

t o t a l  o f p a s tu re  and meadow, which to g e th e r  form over th re e -q u a r te r s

Table 3 » % closed  Land in  the  Manor o f ^ h i tb y .  1539-47*

No. o f 
c lo se s

A rable
A cres

Meadow
Acres

P a s tu re
A cres

U nspec ified
Acres

20

200

l6  +279
470 + Acres

110T o ta ls  17

of th e  acreag e . T liis can only mean th a t  th e  main a c t iv i ty  was 

s to c k - ra i s in g ,  and th e  q u a n tity  o f meadow suggests t h a t  th e re  was 

w in te r in g . T h is i s  one o f th e  e a r l i e s t  rec o rd s  found f o r  any p a r t
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of N o rth -e a s t Y o rk sh ire , where th e  a ra b le  land  forms such a sm all 

p a r t  o f  th e  farm . I t  w i l l  be no ted  th a t  a l l  b u t  f iv e  o f th e  c lo se s  

a re  over f i f t e e n  a c re s  in  s iz e .  These d e t a i l s ,  which r e f e r  to  the  

V/hitby Abbey e s ta te s  a t  th e  tim e o f the  D is s o lu tio n , show a rem arkable 

d e p a rtu re  from th e  norm o f th e  p reced in g  c e n tu r ie s .

The same tre n d  i s  p robab ly  apparen t a t  T i l in g ,  where out o f a 

t o t a l  of fo u r te e n  c lo s e s ,  a l l  b u t th re e  were reco rded  as p a s tu re .

No acreages a re  g iven . I t  i s  not p o s s ib le  to  say w hether th e  same 

was t r u e  o f S takesby . There were tw en ty -n ine  c lo s e s ,  b u t  d e t a i l s  o f 

lan d -u se  a re  only  given f o r  e ig h t o f them. Of th e s e , as many as s ix  

were in  p a s tu r e ,  one (o f  s ix te e n  ac re s )  was in  meadow and one was 

a ra b le .  The landjuseof th e  rem aining tw enty-one c lo se s  i s  unknown, 

b u t i t  should  be remarked t h a t  the p ro p o rtio n s  of th e  th re e  ty p es of 

farm  la n d  in  th e  e ig h t  c lo s e s ,  a re  s im ila r  to  the  p ro p o r tio n s  in  the  

Manor o f W hitby, w ith  a very  marked emphasis on p a s tu re .

E nclosure  of moorland had a lso  proceeded in  many p la c e s . 

Evidence of th i s  comes m ainly from th e  Whitby D is so lu tio n  A ccounts, 

which f re q u e n tly  m ention " le  More Close (a s  in  Ugthorpe) o r " le  in ta k  

l a t e l y  ta k e n  from th e  w aste ,"  a d e s c r ip tio n  used o f th e  in ta k e s  in  

many manors. I t  should be noted  however, th a t  few manors had more 

than  one in ta k e ,  and few o f th e  in ta k e s  exceeded one o r  two a c res  

in  s iz e .  There i s  only one ex cep tio n . In  L iv e rto n , John Dawnay*s 

"newe In tack "  reached  th e  unusual s iz e  o f 120 a c r e s ,  l e t  a t  a 

nom inal r e n t  o f  1^ .  The enormous s iz e  of the  in ta k e , coupled w ith
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th e  low va lue  p laced  upon i t ,  suggests  s tro n g ly  th a t  l i t t l e  improve

ment had been c a r r ie d  o u t,  and i t  seems p robab le  t h a t  th e  a rea  was 

moorland which had been enclosed f o r  g raz in g  r a th e r  than  f o r  c u l t i 

v a tio n . Else-vdiere th e re  i s  no evidence o f th e  use  which was made of 

th e  rec la im ed  la n d , and th e  method o f rec la im in g  moorland i s  a lso  

o bscu re . A ll th e  in ta k e s  were enclosed  however, and t h i s  seems to  

have been th e  f i r s t  s te p  tow ards rec la m a tio n , j u s t  a s  i t  was in  the 

m edieval p e rio d . W hether th e  newly rec la im ed  lan d  la y  on the  edge 

o f th e  moors, a d ja c e n t to  th e  o p e n - f ie ld s ,  o r w hether i t  la y  in  more 

d i s t a n t  s i tu a t io n  i s  no t g e n e ra lly  known, excep t in  th e  case of two 

farm s. At Foul S ik e , one o f th e  fo u r c lo se s  which e x is te d  was " th e

In ta k  upon th e  moor which was enclosed  from th e  w aste  ."  Foul

Sike l i e s  on th e  s id e  o f a sm all s la c k  where a sp r in g  em erges, a t  a 

h e ig h t  o f 625 f e e t ,  and even today  th e  farm th e re  i s  rem ote and 

surrounded by unenclosed  m oorland. S a in t l i e s  ( o r  Iv e s )  was a 

"cottag ium " -  super moram," and po ssessed  "una c la u s . voc. Moore, 

( c lo s e ) ."  A dw elling  house c a l le d  S t. Iv es  s t i l l  e x i s t s ,  in  an 

i s o la te d  p o s i t io n  a t  a h e ig h t o f 550 f e e t ,  and se p a ra ted  from th e  

open moorland by only  one f i e l d .  Today, bo th  Foul Sike and S t . Iv e s  

a re  b u t  two o f  a number o f i s o la te d  farm s in  an a re a  o f  d isp e rse d  

s e t t le m e n t,  b u t th e re  i s  no doubt t h a t  a t  the  tim e o f th e  d is s o lu t io n  

th ey  were p io n e e rs , two o f th e  more rem ote o u tp o s ts  o f  farm ing in  

th e  F y iin g d a le  Moors, and some o f th e  f i r s t  r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  of what 

was th en  a new phenomenon -  the  i s o la te d  d w e llin g . I t  i s  notew orthy
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t h a t  th e  sp read  o f farm ing  to  new a re a s  was n o t accompanied by any 

in c re a s e  in  th e  a l t i t u d e  o f th e  upper le v e l  o f c u l t iv a t io n .

The enc lo sed  lan d  a t  Foul Sike and S t .  Iv e s  la y  e n t i r e ly  below 65O 

f e e t ,  a h e ig h t which was very  s im ila r  to  th a t  reached  by m edieval 

farm ers in  many p la c e s .

The evidence which has been quoted i s  s u f f ic ie n t  to  show 

th a t  r a p id  changes in  th e  a g r ic u l tu r a l  scene began to  take  p lace  

d u ring  th e  s ix te e n th  cen tu ry . The most im p o rtan t change r e s u l te d  

from e n c lo su re , which in  some p la c e s  marked th e  beg inn ing  of the  

b reak-up  o f th e  o p e n - f ie ld s ,  and in  o th e rs  th e  p ie ce-m eal rec lam atio n  

o f w aste la n d . E nclosu re  was accompanied by a marked s p e c ia l i s a t io n  

in  a n im a l- ra is in g , e s p e c ia l ly  on the  abbey g ranges. A lthough the  

M in isters*  Accounts prov ide the  e a r l i e s t  evidence o f t h i s ,  th e  

p ro ce ss  was ap p a ren tly  w e ll under way by th e  tim e they  were made, 

and th e re  i s  no means o f  knowing how long  e i t h e r  en c lo su re  o r an 

in c re a s e  in  s to c k - ra is in g  had been going on. I t  i s  p o ss ib le  

however, t h a t  as b o th  p ro cesses  were more advanced in  some p la c e s  

than  in  o th e r s ,  the  changes were of com paratively  re c e n t o r ig in .

These changes s e t  th e  p a t te rn  f o r  th e  succeeding c e n tu r ie s .

I I .  The Moors and D ales . '

In  the  s ix te e n th  and seven teen th  c e n tu r ie s  th e  d a le s  s t i l l  

con ta ined  most o f  the  improved land  in  th e  re g io n , a s  th ey  had
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done in  m edieval tim e s , and th e re  i s  l i t t l e  ev idence  to  suggest 

th a t  encroachm ents in to  the  moor had extended beyond th e  upper 

s lo p e s  o f th e  main v a l le y s .

At th e  b eg in n in g  o f  t h i s  p e r io d , when th e  m o n as te rie s  were 

d is s o lv e d , t h e i r  ran ch es in  th e  w estern  moors were s p l i t  up , and 

were su b seq u en tly  farm ed in  sm all u n i ts  by laymen.

A g r ic u l tu r a l  p ro g re ss  shows c o n s id e ra b le  v a r ia t io n  from one 

d a le  to  a n o th e r , p a r t i c u l a r l y  between th o se  le a d in g  to  th e  Esk and 

Leven in  th e  n o r th  and th o se  to  th e  Derv/ent in  th e  so u th . In  th e  

upper Esk-Leven v a l le y  and i t s  t r i b u t a r y  d a le s ,  where the  m edieval 

g ra z in g  la n d s  o f G-uisborough P r io ry  were s i t u a t e d ,  com parative ly  few 

changes in  la n d -u se  took p lac e  fo llo w in g  th e  D is s o lu t io n . In  1539 

rough g raz in g  la n d  s t i l l  occupied  th e  a re a ,  ex tend ing  northw ards as 

f a r  as th e  f o o t  o f th e  m oorland boundaiy sc a rp , and "L ounsdale" , 

"Y/haywathe", "Northynge" and "Moresome" were a l l  named as  p a s tu re s  

in  th e  D is s o lu tio n  A ccounts. At th e  p re s e n t  day a l l  th e se  a re  

names o f s t r e tc h e s  o f m oorland ly in g  n o rth  of the  main v a lle y , 

and th e  f i r s t  th re e  a re  a lso  th e  names o f farm s s i tu a te d  in  o r 

n e a r  th e  main v a lle y  (s e e  map a t  en d ). I t  i s  c le a r  th a t  th ey  were 

s to c k - r a i s in g  c e n tre s  in  th e  s ix te e n th  c en tu ry .

E n c lo su re s  were made in  only two p la c e s .  S le d d a le  C lose 

and Hounde C lose b o th  occupied  sm all moorland v a l le y s  f o r  vAiich th e re

^ (xuisborough C h a rtu la iy  pp. XXXI to  XXXIV,
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i s  no re c o rd  o f  e i t h e r  se t tle m e n t o r  c u l t i v a t io n  a t  any e a r l i e r  

d a te ,  though th e  v a lle y s  have been occupied  c o n tin u o u sly  e v e r s in c e . 

S le d d a le  d ra in s  sou th  to  th e  Esk and most o f th e  improved la n d  l i e s  

betw een 700 and 800 f e e t .  Rounde C lose l i e s  on th e  upper s lo p e s  

o f  a sm a ll, n o r th - fa c in g  v a l le y  c u t t in g  back  th rough  the  scarp  

n e a r  G uisborough. Most o f th e  improved la n d  i s  below  700 f e e t .

The M in is te rs*  Accounts g iv e  no d e t a i l s  o f  la n d -u se  in  e i t h e r  c lo s e . 

Such i s o l a t e d  in s ta n c e s  o f en c lo su re  o f m oorland a f fe c te d  on ly  a sm all 

p a r t  o f th e  t o t a l  acreage o f  moorland owned by G uisborough P r io iy ,  

b u t th e y  a re  s u f f i c i e n t  to  in d ic a te  t h a t  changes in  th e  use o f 

m oorland were ta k in g  p la c e .

In  th e  m iddle E sk , a t  Danby, vdiere th e  lan d  had never been 

e n t i r e ly  under m onastic  c o n tro l ,  c o n d itio n s  were somewhat d i f f e r e n t .
Q

Some d e t a i l s  o f farm ing  a re  re v e a le d  by a m anorial su rvey  of 1577, 

in  which th re e  farm s a re  d e sc rib e d  in  d e t a i l .  These co n ta in ed  f iv e  

and a  q u a r te r  a c r e s ,  seven a c re s  and tw elve a c re s  r e s p e c t iv e ly .

The two sm a lle r  ones c o n s is te d  m ainly of **lands** ly in g  in  th e  open- 

f i e l d s ,  and sm all p a rc e ls  o f meadow in  the in g s . Each farm  a ls o  had 

one c lo s e ;  one o f  th e se  co n ta in ed  o n e -a n d -a -h a lf  a c re s  o f meadow; 

b u t  th e  second was c a l le d  th e  *'New Close'* and co n ta in ed  two "lands** 

o f  h a l f  an a c re . T h is c o -e x is te n c e  o f "lands?* and "closes** i s  o f 

p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  f o r  two rea so n s : f i r s t ,  i t  shows w ith o u t
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doubt t h a t  e n c lo su re  of o p e n - f ie ld s  had begun even as e a r ly  as th e  

s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry , and second ly  th a t  e n c lo su re  was o f very  re c e n t  

d a te .  In  c o n t r a s t ,  th e  l a r g e s t  farm  c o n s is te d  o f  "1 Messuage c a l le d  

th e  B ram blecarr" and fo u r  c lo s e s  a d jo in in g  i t ,  c o n ta in in g  a t o t a l  o f 

tw elve a c re s .  A farm  o f  th e  same name s t i l l  e x i s t s  a t  th e  p re se n t 

day , in  an i s o l a t e d  p o s i t io n  about one m ile  o u ts id e  Danby v i l l a g e ,  a t  

a h e ig h t o f about 600 f e e t .  I t  i s  th e  e a r l i e s t  example in  th e  m iddle 

Esk v a l le y ,  o f  a farm  which was e n t i r e l y  e n c lo se d , b u t owing to  i t s  

i s o la t e d  p o s i t io n ,  i t  i s  n o t p o s s ib le  to  d ec id e  w ith  c e r t a in ty  

w hether e n c lo su re  was from th e  o p e n -f ie ld s  o r  w hether i t  was o f new 

la n d  rec la im ed  from th e  m oors. D uring th e  s ix te e n th  and sev en te en th  

c e n tu r ie s  e n c lo su re  proceeded  f a i r l y  r a p id ly ,  and i t  w i l l  be shown 

in  the  n ex t c h a p te r  t h a t  th e  changes i l l u s t r a t e d  above were com pleted 

in  a l l  th e  d a le s  embraced by Danby p a r is h  by 1754-

Fur th e r  w est, in  K ild a le ,  e n c lo su re  was a ls o  w e ll advanced by 

th e  e a r ly  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry , though i t  was by no means com plete .

The g lebe  f o r  in s ta n c e , in c lu d e d  ten  c lo s e s  in  a d d it io n  to  " lan d s"

' 9in  th e  common f i e l d s  and meadows. The ta k in g  in  o f m oorland was

a ls o  p ro ce ed in g . Three in ta k e s  were in c lu d ed  among th e  c lo s e s ,

a t  l e a s t  two o f # i ic h  a b u tte d  on th e  moors from which th ey  were

10undoub ted ly  re c la im e d .

In  th e  n o r th e rn  sc a rp la n d s , in  th e  p a r is h e s  which l i e  p a r t ly  

in  the  moors and p a r t ly  on th e  ne ighbou ring  p l a in s ,  e n c lo su re  and

^ K ild a le  Glebe T e r r ie r  undated  b u t p re -1 7 l6 .
A s im ila r  T e r r i e r  da ted  1727*
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improvement were co n fin ed  to  th e  o p e n - f ie ld s  in  th e  lo w lan d s . T h is

i s  a p p a re n t from e s t a t e  maps o f G rea t B roughton and Busby, drawn in

th e  e a r ly  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry , udiich show th e  c lo s e s  end ing  a b ru p tly

11a t  th e  sc a rp  f o o t ,  le a v in g  th e  moors a s  u n e n c lo se d , communal 

12g ra z in g  la n d .

The so u th e rn  moors and d a le s ,  l i k e  th e  n o r th e rn  o n es , had

been developed  d u rin g  m edieval tim es a s  m o n astic  g ra z in g  la n d s ,  b u t

by 1539 s e v e ra l  im p o rtan t changes were a p p a re n tly . In  ^ i i s d a l e ,

s ix ty - tw o  sm all farm s re p la c e d  th e  s in g le  la r g e  ranch  which had been

1 3owned and worked by th e  monks o f  R iev au lx , each farm  b e in g  worked 

as a s in g le  u n i t  by a  la y  te n a n t .  Woodland was s t i l l  e x te n s iv e  in  

th e  d a le ,  and th e  M in iste rs*  A ccounts l i s t  s e v e ra l  la r g e  a re a s  o f 

woodland, am ounting to  118 a c r e s .  Most o f  th e  woods occup ied  sm all 

t r ib u t a r y  v a l le y s  such as **Laddelle** and " Todd Daile**, o r  th e  s te e p  

v a lle y  s id e s  a s  a t  **Baneskewe**. The woods were how ever, w id e ly  

s e p a r a te ly ,  and p ro b ab ly  re p re s e n te d  on ly  th e  rem nan ts o f  th e  more 

con tinuous woodland cover o f m edieval t im e s , much o f  th e  rem ain d er 

hav ing  been c le a re d  to  make way f o r  improved fa rm land .

By th e  se v e n te e n th  cen tu ry  many more changes had ta k e n  p la c e .  

Tv;o d e ta i l e d  su rveys o f B u s d a l e ,  made in  1657 and 1642^^ p ro v id e

11 These maps a re  k e p t in  th e  N orth  B id ing  Record O ff ic e .

12 B ievau lx  C h a r tu la ry  p . 334 m entions ** common o f  moore** in  G rea t 
B roughton.

 ̂^ R ievau lx  C h a rtu la ry  pp. 314 e t  seq .

R en ta l and Survey of th e  Manor o f  H elm sley , 1637; and Survey o f 
B i l s d a le ,  l6 4 2 . N orth B-iding Record O ff ic e .

 J
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evidence o f th e se  changes, and se rv e  to  i l l u s t r a t e  th e  p ro g re s s  

which had been made. The su rv ey s g ive  th e  names o f a l l  th e  »

farm s in  B i l s d a le ,  and l i s t  f o r  each one th e  a c re a g e s  o f  a r a b le ,  

meadow and p a s tu re  lan d  ly in g . i n  named c lo se s  and in  th e  o p e n - f ie ld s .  

Most o f th e  farm  houses s t i l l  e x i s t  today  and can be i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  

rea so n a b le  c e r ta in ty  from th e  1 : 2,500  p la n s ,  supplem ented by 

o b se rv a tio n  in  th e  f i e l d .

F ig . 15 shows th e  p o s i t io n  and d i s t r ib u t i o n  o f  farm s in  

1637 and i t  i s  s ig n i f ic a n t  to  n o te  t h a t  th e  number had in c re a s e d  from 

s ix ly - tw o  to  over one hundred s in c e  1539. The farm s were w e ll 

d i s t r ib u t e d  th roughou t th e  d a le , and even ex tended  in to  th e  heads o f  

th e  sm a ll , rem ote t r i b u t a r y  d a le s . The map shows many o f  th e  farm  

houses on or n e a r  th e  moorland edge, about 6OO f e e t  above sea  l e v e l .

A ll  th e  farm  houses were surrounded by c lo s e s  o f v a ry in g  number and 

s i z e ,  though i t  i s  r a r e  to  f in d  a c lo se  o f more than  te n  a c re s  and 

most were l e s s  th an  f i v e .  Some o f th e  c lo s e s  were in ta k e s ,  thus 

p ro v id in g  u n ch a llen g eab le  p ro o f th a t  rec lam a tio n  had tak en  p la c e .

The absence o f in ta k e s  however, cannot n e c e s s a r i ly  be tak e n  to  

in d ic a te  la c k  o f  re c la m a tio n , f o r  a com parison o f th e  f i e l d  names in  

th e  two surveys shows t h a t  even f iv e  y e a rs  was long  enough f o r  th e  

name to  be dropped from use on many o f th e  farm s.

The s iz e  o f th e  farm s in  B ils d a le  v a r ie d  g r e a t ly .  T able 6 

shows t h a t ,  w h ile  the  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  farm s were sm all (u n d er 30 a c r e s ) .
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Table 6. The s iz e  o f  Farms in  B i ls d a le .  1637>
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S ize  o f farm No. o f 
fa rm s.

T o ta l
A creage. %

Under 10 a c re s 12 82& ' 2 .5

10-19 25 380 i 12.5

20-29 19 14 .5

30-39 20 692^ 23

40-49 12 514 17

Over 50 a c re s 14 914 i 30 .5

T o ta l 102 3 0 3 li 100.0  j

a lm ost 50?o o f  th e  improved lan d  was occupied  by a few l a r g e r  farm s.

The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f th e  in ta k e s  among th e  farm s i s  w orth 

n o t in g . V/hile th e  m a jo r ity  p o ssessed  a t  l e a s t  one in ta k e  o f  h a l f  

an a c re  o r m ore, th e re  were s e v e ra l fa rm s, e s p e c ia l ly  among th o se  

w ith  un d er 30 a c re s  o f  la n d , w ith o u t any. The a c tu a l  s iz e  o f  th e  

in ta k e s  v a r ie d ,  b u t  on th e  average th e  l a r g e r  in ta k e s  were to  be 

found on th e  l a r g e r  fa rm s. Among th e  l a r g e s t  farm s (o v e r  50 a c re s )  

th e  average  in ta k e  p e r  farm was more than  10 a c r e s ,  on th e  medium

s iz e d  farm s ( 30-49 a c re s )  th e  average was 7 a c re s  and on th e  sm a lle s t  

ones (u n d er 30 a c re s )  th e  average in ta k e  was on ly  3 a c re s . Thus 

th e re  ap p ea rs  to  be  a d i r e c t  connec tion  between th e  s iz e  o f th e  farm  

and th e  amount o f  re c la m a tio n  which could  be u n d e rta k en , in  g e n e ra l 

th e  sm a lle r  farm s adding p ro p o r t io n a te ly  l e s s  to  t h e i r  t o t a l  th an  th e
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l a r g e r  o n es. A tte n t io n  must be drawn how ever, to  th e  farm s 

h av ing  under 20 a c r e s .  S ix c o n s is te d  e n t i r e l y  o f  in ta k e s ,  and 

on s e v e ra l  o th e rs  30/o to  o f  t h e i r  t o t a l  a re a  was in  in ta k e s .

I f  t h i s  o b se rv a tio n  i s  c o r r e la te d  w ith  th e  in c re a s e  in  th e  number 

o f farm s p re v io u s ly  n o ted  (s ix ty - tw o  in  1539 and 102 in  1657 ), 

i t  may be p e r t in e n t  to  su g g e s t t h a t  some o f  th e  sm a lle r  farm s were 

o f  more r e c e n t  o r ig in  than  th e  l a r g e r  o n es. I f  t h i s  su g g es tio n  

i s  a c c e p te d , t h e i r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  (F ig . 15) can p ro v id e  a f a i r l y  

a c c u ra te  measure o f  th e  re c la m a tio n  which had been c a r r ie d  ou t 

s in c e  1539* In  1637 th e  d a le  c o n ta in e d  n e a r ly  580 a c re s  o f  lan d  

s t i l l  l a b e l le d  " in ta c k "  -  a lm ost a f i f t h  o f th e  t o t a l  acreag e  o f 

improved la n d . T h is la rg e  acreage  o f rec la im ed  la n d , a long  w ith  

th e  wide d i s t r ib u t i o n  o f  in ta k e s  among th e  farm s, p o in ts  to  one 

in c o n t r o v e r t ib le  c o n c lu s io n  -  th a t  re c la m a tio n  was p ro ceed in g  

r a p id ly  th rough  th e  whole le n g th  o f B i ls d a le .  M oreover, a t  no 

e a r l i e r  tim e in  th e  h i s to r y  o f th e  d a le  had such a c t i v i t y  been 

re c o rd e d .

But f o r  what purpose were th e  in ta k e s  used? An a n a ly s is  

o f th e  la n d -u se  o f th e  in ta k e s  shows w ith o u t doubt t h a t  th e  

main purpose o f re c la m a tio n  was to  in c re a s e  the  a re a  o f in^roved  

p a s tu r e ,  w ith  60^  o f  th e  in ta k e s  b e in g  used  f o r  t h i s  purpose 

compared w ith  only  27^ o f th e  o ld e r  farm  la n d . The p ro p o r tio n s  

o f  a ra b le  and meadow among th e  in ta k e s  were very  much l e s s  th an  on 

th e  o ld e r  improved la n d , p ro b ab ly  because o f the  s i t u a t io n  o f th e  

in ta k e s  n e a r  th e  upper l i m i t  o f  c u l t iv a t io n .  On th e  farm  la n d s
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ex c lu d in g  th e  in ta k e s  hov/ever, meadow and p a s tu re  made up 70fo o f th e  

t o t a l  a c re a g e , which in d ic a te s  c le a r ly  t h a t  a n im a l- ra is in g  was th e  

c h ie f  means o f l iv e l ih o o d .  I t  seems th e r e fo re ,  t h a t  th e  concen

t r a t i o n  on anim al r a i s in g  which f i r s t  developed when B ils d a le  was owned 

and worked by B ievau lx  Abbey, s t i l l  e x is te d ,  d e s p i te  th e  g re a t  changes 

in  lan d  ow nership and farm  o rg a n is a t io n  which had tak en  p la c e .

Table 7 * Land-use in  B i ls d a le .  1637*

In ta k e s o th e r  Improved la n d
Land-use A cres A cres

A rab le 8 5 i 14 .8 . 7514 29.8
Meadow 55& 9 .6 1 ,050 4 2 .8
P a s tu re 349 i 60 .5 672 2 7 .4
U n sp ec if ie d 874 15.1 - -

• T o ta l 578 100.0 2 ,4554 100.0

The second survey o f 1642 fo llo w s  th e  same l i n e s ,  b u t  th e re  a re  

some no tew orthy  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  th e  in fo rm a tio n  su p p lie d  by th e  tv/o 

su rv ey s . S e v e ra l new farm s had appeared  in  th e  f iv e -y e a r  i n t e r v a l ,  

b u t th e  most rem arkab le  f e a tu r e  i s  the  enormous in c re a s e  in  th e  acreage  

o f improved la n d . The 1637 t o t a l  o f  3 > 0 3 li a c re s  had le a p t  to  7 ,729 

a c re s  in  l642  (a n  in c re a s e  o f  155/0 and m oreover, every farm had 

in c re a s e d  in  s i z e .  Woolhouse C ro ft f o r  exam ple, a farm ly in g  n e a r  

th e  so u th e rn  end o f th e  d a le ,  had in c re a se d  from tw en ty -one  a c re s  in  

1637 to  125 a c re s  in  1642 , and i t s  in ta k e s  had in c re a s e d  from fo u r  to  

s ix ty -s e v e n  a c re s .  O ther farm s show th e  same phenomenon, though th e  

in c re a s e s  in  s iz e  a re  by no means uniform  from farm to  fa rm . An 

in c re a s e  o f t h i s  m agnitude poses a number of p ro b lem s:-

( 1 ) The gap betw een th e  t o t a l  acreages o f 1637 Qud I 642 i s  

n o t  covered  by th e  in ta k e s .
( 2) The in ta k e s  appear to  be to o  la rg e  to  have been made 

w ith in  f iv e  y e a r s .
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(3 )  A few farm s a re  m issing  in  th e  second su rv e y , b u t  t h e i r  

ac reag e  i s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  to  a c c o u n t f o r  th e  in c re a s e  in  s iz e  o f 

n e ig h b o u rin g  farm s by am algam ation.

( 4 ) Where d id  th e  a d d i t io n a l  improved lan d  come from ? As 

o p e n -f ie ld  h o ld in g s  were in c lu d e d  in  th e  1637 su rv e y , th e  in c re a s e  

in  a rea  cannot be a t t r i b u t e d  to  e n c lo su re .

In  o rd e r  to  t r y  and so lv e  th e s e  p roblem s, p a r t  o f  B ils d a le  

in  th e  sh o r t  l e f t  bank t r i b u t a r y  v a lle y  o f Ledge Beck was s e le c te d  

f o r  f u r t h e r  s tu d y . T his a re a  was chosen because a l l  th e  farm s 

l i s t e d  in  1637 reap p ea red  in  1642 , and th e y  have a ls o  been i d e n t i f i e d  

in  th e  f i e l d  to d ay . The accompanying map (P ig . 16) and n o te s  

i l l u s t r a t e  th e  d e ta i l e d  ex am in a tio n , and i t  w i l l  be seen  in  answer 

to  th e  fo u r  problem s posed above, t h a t : -

( 1 ) The o r ig in a l  farm s ( 1637) c o n s is te d  o f la n d  ly in g  n e a r  

th e  farm  h o u se , u s u a l ly  below i t .  Unfarmed lan d  la y  betw een th e  

fa rm s , Hagg House was more i s o l a t e d ,  n e a re r  th e  head o f th e  v a l le y .  

The farm s which were new in  1642 occupied  a re a s  which had p re v io u s ly  

s e p a ra te d  e x is t in g  farm s (H igh Cow Helm and Low Bracken H i l l ) .

These two new fa rm s , .com prising 153 a c re s ,  a re  u n l ik e ly  to  have been 

rec la im ed  w ith in  f i v e  y e a r s .  Both a re  low in  a l t i t u d e ,  and l i e  

a d ja c e n t to  o ld e r  fa rm s , and i t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  th e  la n d  was used  

in  some way b e fo re  1642 by th e  ne ig h b o u rin g  fa rm e rs , perhaps f o r  

a d d i t io n a l  g ra z in g , th u s  im proving i t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  f o r  i t  to  be 

l e t  as new farm s.
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( 2) The lan d  d escrib ed  as " in  ta  ok" m s  above th e  o ld e r  

farms (Bracken H il l  and S tu d s t i l e ) ,  o r  d i s ta n t  from them 

(A ppletree  H urst and Low Cow Helm), and extended in to  th e  v a lle y  

head, up to  a h e ig h t o f 1 ,025 f e e t .  I t  i s  u n lik e ly  th a t  a l l  o f 

t h i s  was reclaim ed  in  the  sh o rt space o f f iv e  y e a rs . The 

p ro b a b il i ty  i s  th a t  piecem eal rec lam ation  had been going on 

s u r r e p t i t io u s ly  f o r  a long tim e, b u t h o t u n t i l  1642 was the  land  

o f f i c i a l l y  in c o rp o ra te d , in  the farm s and r e n t  charged f o r  i t .
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(5 ) The c re a tio n  of new farm s on rec la im ed  land  in  the  spaces 

between the  o ld  ones, and th e  rec lam ation  o f land  a t  a h ig h e r le v e l  

than any p rev io u s ly  c u l t iv a te d ,  accounts f o r  th e  in c re ase  in  the  area  

o f improved land  IN THIS PARTICULAR PART OF BILSDALE. By l642 a l l  

the upper p a r t  of t h i s  sm all v a lle y  was reclaim ed  and th e re  have been 

few changes s in c e .

I f  th e  r e s u l t s  of t h i s  study can be ap p lied  to  the  whole o f 

B ils d a le , where the  same anom alies a re  ap p a ren t, only one conclusion  

can be reached -  th a t  in  th e  e a r ly  seven teen th  cen tu ry  rec lam ation  

fo r  new farms and a d d itio n s  to  th e n -e x is tin g  farms was on a very la rg e  

s c a le ,  more than  doubling the  a rea  of in^roved lan d .

For the o th e r farm s in  the  dale  the  p ro g ress  o f rec lam ation  has

been a sse ssed  by e x p re ss in g  the  in ta k e s  as a f r a c t io n  o f the  t o t a l

improved land  in  1637 and 1642. I t  i s  then  p o ss ib le  to  a ssess  th e

in c rease  in  the  a rea  under c u l t iv a t io n  as a p ro p o rtio n  of the  whole. 

F ig . 17 shows the  p ro p o rtio n  o f land  in  i n t a k e s . W h e r e  th e  

p ro p o rtio n  in  in ta k e s  to  improved land has in c reased  from l637 to  1642 

i t  i s  l ik e ly  th a t  th e  in c re a se  re p re se n ts  land  reclaim ed during  those 

f iv e  y e a rs ; a d ecrease  in  the  p ro p o rtio n  o f in ta k e s  probably  means 

th a t  the name has been dropped from some f i e ld s  du ring  the  f iv e  y e a r s .

Not a l l  the  farm s mentioned in  the  1637 survey reappeared  in  

1642. In  some cases the  names may have been changed; o th e rs  

may have been combined to  make a la r g e r  farm .
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w hile any new rec lam ation  was c a rr ie d  ou t on too  sm all a sc a le  to  

make up th e  d if fe re n c e . The map shows th e re fo re , in  which part, 

of th e  da le  rec lam ation  was most a c t iv e .

In  o th e r p a r ts  of th e  Manor o f Helmsley a s im ila r  upward 

encroachment upon the  moorland can he d e te c te d . To the  west of 

B ils d a le , a t  S n ilesw orth , -vdiere Byland Ahhey had had a g range, f i f te e n  

farm s con ta ined  between them 1,013 a c re s  o f improved la n d , of which 

680 ac res  ( 6 7 ^  were permanent p a s tu re , 268 a c res  (27?0 were meadow 

and only 15 ac res  ( 1 ^  were a ra b le . The rem aining 50 a c res  were 

d escrib ed  as meadow and p a s tu re . There were 37 a c re s  c a l le d  " in ta k e " , 

a l l  permanent p a s tu re , and 4>277 ac res  of moorland rem ained unreclaim ed , 

b u t were used as g raz ing  land  by the  f i f t e e n  farm s. Thus, here  as in  

B ils d a le ,  was a sm all, s to c k -ra is in g  community, engaged in  rec la im ing  

a d d it io n a l  p a s tu re  from the  open moors.

E ast o f B ilsd a le  Cowhouse In ta k e , near the en trance  to  

R ic c a lld a le , was a lso  mainly g ra s s la n d , w ith meadow and p a s tu re  

amounting to  a t  l e a s t  120 a c re s , worked by six  farm ers. The c h ie f  

purpose fo r  which the in tak e  was made i s  c le a r  from i t s  name, and the 

d e sc r ip tio n  "meadow and p astu re"  which i s  ap p lied  to  alm ost th e  e n t i r e  

a re a  suggests th a t  i t  was used in  summer as meadowland, and in  w in te r 

as p a s tu re  f o r  anim als brought down from the ad jacen t moors. Only • 

one fa rm er had any a rab le  land  and i t s  acreage i s  n o t g iven .

In  B ransdale , where Kievaulx Abbey he ld  a la rg e  a rea  o f lan d  

be fo re  the  D isso lu tio n , n ine houses were in  e x is te n ce  by 1539, and
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a l l  had farm land  a ttac h ed ,^ ^  though no d e t a i l s  a re  recorded  about the 

way in  which i t  v/as used. By 1637 a l l  the lan d  was enclosed , though 

ten an ts  o f te n  shared c e r ta in  la rg e  c lo ses  as  w ell as p o ssess in g  

whole c lo s e s . The fo llow ing  ta b le  shows d e ta i l s  of one ho ld ing  which 

was s im ila r  in  most re sp e c ts  to  most o f the  o th e rs  in  th e  d a le ,  and 

i l l u s t r a t e s  the  f a c ts  mentioned above.

Table 9* P e te r  Swale*s hold ing  in  B ransdale , 1637.

Name of P a rce l Farmland in  ac res
P astu re  and Arable Meadow P astu re Other

House, barn  e tc . 12
Lowe G arth 12
a th ird -p a i 'te  o f L undfeild 14 ,

" " " ’• Lowfeild 14
” ” ’* " B ottom efeild 13
" fo u r th  p a r te  o f one c lo se 15« tt n H M ft 14
L ingthw aite  close 15
Oxe c lo se 3
Abbot Hagg c lose 7
L i t t l e  f e i l d 5
a th ird  p a r te  o f the  f l a t t 3
Beane Park 1
Holmes 4
Ings 2
Ings 3 k  . .

T o ta ls : 43 59 1
(36 . 2%) ik 9 .%

T o ta l acreage of farm
118^  a c re s , w ith  common of p a s tu re  f o r  20 b e a s ts  and 200 sheep.

By modem standards th i s  could be c lassed  as a mixed farm , b u t the 

ta b le  shows c le a r ly  th e  overwhelming im portance o f anim als in  th e  farm

l6 R ievaulx C hartu la ry  p p .314 e t .s e q .

Compiled from the  Helmsley M anorial Survey, 1637.
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economy. Many farm s in  B ransdale had c lo ses  d e sc rib e d  as in ta k e s ,

and p r a c t ic a l ly  a l l  o f them were p a s tu re s ,  showing y e t  again  th e

im portance of anim als in  the farm ing of the  d a le .

In  B osedale , the  most e a s te r ly  o f the  d a le s , c o n d itio n s  were

s im ila r  in  many ways to  those p re v a ilin g  in  B ilsd a le  and B ransdale .

At the  tim e o f th e  P arliam en tary  Survey in  1649 i t  was s ta te d ,  "The 
18

Manor i s  w holly in c lo se d  (save  only th e  Common or waste ground) w ith
19smale and ven*j^ bad ground. " Up to  1649 no evidence o f open-

f i e l d s  has been found; y e t  in  th is  survey th e  names " N o rth f ie ld ” ,

" S o u th f ie ld ,"  " S a s tf ie ld "  and "M idd lefie ld"  occur f re q u e n tly  among

the  names of c lo s e s , and a re  th e re fo re  thought to  be th e  o ld  names

o f th e  open- f i e l d s .  The e n c lo su re s , which w ere sm a ll, were g e n e ra lly

grouped round th e  fa rm stead s . For example, one te n a n t h e ld  a farm

o f 66 enclosed  a c re s , "A ll of which sa id e  c lo se s  ly  one adjoyninge to

an o th e r and encompassinge th e  a fo re sa id e  messuage."

A s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a ly s is  o f lan d -u se  i s  im possib le  in  Rosedale

f o r ,  ou t of about 1,716  a c res  of improved lan d  p re c is e  d e ta i l s  a re

su p p lied  f o r  only  800 a c re s , as the  fo llow ing  ta b le  shows.
Table 10 . Land-use in  ^ ^ se d a le , 1649.

Land-use Acreage fo f o r  which d e ta i l s  
e x is t

% o f t o t a l

A rab le , meadow and p astu re 105 13 6
A rable 56 7 4
Meadow 104 13 6
P a stu re 535 67 31

T o ta l 800 100 47

1^ The Manor of Rosedale i s  now the p a r is h  o f Rosedale E a s t.
Rosedale P arliam en tary  Survey. W illan  T .S .Y orks.A rchaeo log ica l Jo u rn a l 
1934 Vol. XXXI p p .242-289.
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The rem aining 916 a c res  of improved land  i s  d escrib ed  vaguely as 

" l a n d " "ground" o r " c lo s e " ,  w ithout any d e ta i l s  o f lan d -u se  being  

g iven .

20In ta k e  o f th e  common was p roceed ing  in  R osedale , as in  the  

o th e r  d a le s ,  and the  survey reco rd s  no l e s s  than  tw elve enclosed 

in ta k e s  and th re e  "New C lo ses."  Few d e t a i l s  a re  g iven about th e  

in ta k e s ,  bu t i t  appears th a t  one in ta k e , presum ably a la rg e  one, 

had been rec la im ed  communally, a s  i t  was used as common p a s tu re .

Thus in  a l l  th e  sou thern  d a le s  the  evidence suggests th a t  

enclosu re  of the o p e n -f ie ld s  was w ell advanced, i f  n o t com plete, 

by th e  m id-seventeen th  cen tu ry . Reclam ation a lso  had proceeded 

s te a d i ly  b e fo re  165O, be ing  p a r t i c u la r ly  ra p id  in  B ilsd a le  and 

B ransdale  where l i t t l e  had been c a r r ie d  out in  the  m edieval p e r io d , 

bu t more slow ly in  Rosedale where a s s a r tin g  and the  ta k in g - in  o f 

moorland had been conspicuous in  the th i r te e n th  and fo u r te e n th  

c e n tu r ie s .

N o rth -ea s t o f R osedale, in  the  v a lle y s  of W heeldale Beck and 

the  Murk Esk a co nsiderab le  amount of enclosu re  and rec lam atio n  

was c a r r ie d  out in  E skdaleside  p a r is h  on the form er lan d s  of Whitby 

Abbey. By 1539 enc lo su re  of the  o p e n -f ie ld s  o f E skda leside  had

begun, and on the  Abbey lands alone th e re  were more than  tw en ty -s ix
21c lo s e s . D e ta ils  of s iz e  a re  g iven  f o r  only f i f t e e n  o f them.

20 Rosedale P a rliam en tary  Survey r e f e r s  to  th ese  in ta k e s .
21 Whitby C h artu la ry  p p .743-5* The exact number of c lo se s  i s  u n c e r ta in  

because th e re  a re  se v e ra l e n t r ie s  l ik e  th e  fo llo w in g :-  "1 mes. voc. 
Newe Cote e t  c e r t i s  p a rv is  c la u s is  ," g iv in g  no p re c is e  in fo rm ation ,
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These comprised an a rea  o f 26-g- a c re s ,  and the  la r g e s t  s in g le  c lo se  

was no more than  th r e e  a c re s . I t  seems l ik e ly  th e re fo re ,  t h a t  only 

a sm all p ro p o rtio n  of th e  c u lt iv a te d  lan d  of E skdaleside  was enclosed 

in  th e  s ix te e n th  ce tu ry . The term " in tak e"  was ap p lied  to  e i ^ t  

o f th e  c lo se s ; two of them were d iv id ed  in to  se v e ra l sm a lle r c lo se s  

and may have covered q u ite  a la rg e  a re a , b u t th e  r e s t  were sm all, 

c o n s is tin g  o f only one o r two a c re s . Of th e  e ig h t  in ta k e s ,  no l e s s  

than  f iv e  were "nuper de novo in c lu s o ,"  which shows c le a r ly  th a t  they

were of re c e n t o r ig in  in  1539* T h e ir  p o s i t io n  cannot always be

i d e n t i f i e d ,  b u t two of them c a lle d  re s p e c t iv e ly  "H alf th e  Fayre Hede" 

and " L i t t l e  Bek" can be lo c a te d  w ith in  f a i r l y  narrow l im i ts  from 

p lace  names which a re  s t i l l  in  u se . (se e  map a t  end .)

H i^ e r  up th e  Murk Esk v a lle y , w ith in  the  F o re s t of P ic k e rin g ,

l i t t l e  o f th e  lan d  was owned by m o n as te rie s , and th e  a rea  i s  th e re 

fo re  no t mentioned in  any o f th e  D isso lu tio n  A ccounts. In  Goathland 

and A l la n to f ts ,  where much rec lam ation  was c a r r ie d  out in  th e  th ir te e n th  

c en tu ry , th e re  i s  no f u r th e r  evidence u n t i l  th e  se v en teen th , when 

once again  P o re s t surveys re v e a l f u r th e r  un au th o rised  encroachm ents.

The l a r g e s t  encroachment comprised " ----  c e r ta in e  lan d s  ly in g  in

Goathlaind . . .  sometime incroached , known by th e  name o f In ta k e s ,"
22le a se d  to  James E l l i o t  and W illiam  Loving in  1627* There were

tw en ty -n ine  o f th ese  in ta k e s ,  w ith a t o t a l  a rea  of over 157 a c re s .

P arliam en tary  Survey, Yorks. P ick erin g  No. 42 f o l io  28. 
(P u b lic  Records O ff ic e .)
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ran g in g  in  s iz e  from a q u a rte r  o f an acre  to  22 a c re s . These in ta k e s  

seem to  have been s c a t te re d  over a f a i r l y  wide a re a , b u t between them 

they  re p re se n t a s u b s ta n t ia l  in c re a se  in  the  a re a  of improved lan d  in  

th e  p a r is h .

At A l la n to f t s , 329 a c res  o f in ta k e  were reco rded  a t  about th e  

same tim e , b u t i t  i s  no t c le a r  from the  survey w hether th ese  were new 

in ta k e s , made in  th e  s ix te e n th  or seven teen th  c e n tu r ie s ,  o r  whether 

they  a re  th e  much o ld e r  ones mentioned in  Chapter IV. However, th e  

s t a t i s t i c s  and d e s c r ip tio n s  r e la t in g  to  th e  a s s a r ts  a re  so s im ila r  in  

th e  seven teen th  cen tu ry  and fo u r te e n th  cen tu ry  su rveys, th a t  i t  i s  l ik e ly  

th a t  they  bo th  r e f e r  to  the  same lan d . N ev erth e less  th e re  i s  no 

doubt th a t  w ith  th e  excep tion  o f B i ls d a le ,  th e  in ta k e  in  A lla n to f ts  i s  

the  l a r g e s t  a rea  o f reclaim ed land to  be encountered so f a r ,  b u t in  the  

absence of conclusive  evidence i t  must be regarded  as th e  r e s u l t  of 

th re e  cen tu ries*  work.

In  th e  moors to  th e  e a s t  of Rosedale and th e  Murk Esk, the  

on ly  da le  o f any s iz e  i s  th e  upper p a r t  of Newton D ale, a narrow , 

s te e p -s id e d  v a lle y  lA ich cu ts  acro ss  th e  moors from n o rth  to  so u th .

I t s  narrow f lo o r  i s  marshy, and can be reached only w ith d i f f i c u l t y ,  

and l i t t l e  a ttem pt v/as made a t c u l t iv a t io n  b e fo re  th e  sev en teen th  

cen tu ry . Much of th e  da le  was wooded. From th e  e a r ly  y e a rs  o f th e  

cen tu ry  onwards, se v e ra l a ttem pts were made to  c le a r  land  in  th e  

d a le ,  w ith  vary ing  degrees of success . The main c le a r in g  fo llow ed .
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soon a f t e r  a survey o f th e  woods, made in  1608, viien i t  was re p o rte d

th a t  " th e  woode th e re  groweth upon s teep e  baneke s id e s ,  and w i l l
- 25

yeelde  b u t l i t t l e  monye". By l621 an enclo su re  o f n ine  ac res  had

been made in  the  d a le ," -b u t  by vhat r ig h t  o r w a r r a n t  they  know n o t , " ^

At about the  same tim e , 60 a c re s  o f la n d . in  th e  da le  was l e t  on le a se

f o r  the  purpose of improvement, bu t "The te n a n ts  o f Newton, th e i r

wives and c h ild re n , r io tu o u s ly  pulde downe th e  i n d o s u r e . . . " a n d

thus p reven ted  any improvement from b e ing  c a r r ie d  o u t.

The moors ad jacen t to  Newton Dale remained in  an unimproved

s t a t e .  In  the  seven teen th  cen tu ry , W heeldale Moor, to  the  no rth -w est

o f  Newton D ale, was"—  a spacious moorish wolde p a s tu re  g ro u n d s  ,
26a v e r ie  colde and barreyne p lace  con t. about MDC a c re s ,"  b u t i t  was

h e ld  by a s in g le  te n a n t who used i t  f o r  p a s tu r in g  sheep. Another p a r t

o f W heeldale Moor included  in  the  F o re s t o f P ic k e r in g , was d e sc rib e d

by John Norden, th e  surveyor o f Crown Lands, as "meane h e a th ie  and 
27boggye grounds," and i t  does no t appear to  have been farmed a t  a l l .

F u rth e r  e a s t ,  where the moorland reached th e  c o a s t , se ttlem e n t 

and c u l t iv a t io n  were m ostly confined to  th re e  l o c a l i t i e s  -  th e  n o rth e rn  

and sou thern  m argins of th e  moors, and the in te id o r  v a lle y s  o f Helwath 

Beck and Thorny Deck. A ll except the  v a lle y  of Helwath Beck have 

s o i l s  derived  from bou lder c la y , and a l l  except th e  v a lle y  of Thorny

^  Ib id . p . 31.
I b id .  p .48 .

26 Turton R.B. o p .o i t .  Vol.X. p .49»
27 I b id .  p . 22.
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Beck were com paratively  new a re as  of c u l t iv a t io n  in  the  s ix te e n th  

cen tu iy  and included  a la rg e  p ro p o rtio n  o f reclaim ed lan d .

Along th e  n o rth ern  edge of th e  d r i f t l e s s  m oorland, lan d  a t 

Stoupe Brow and Thorny Brow had been lea se d  f o r  se ttlem e n t by
28W hitby Abbey some tim e b e fo re  th e  D isso lu tio n . Both se ttle m e n ts

were sm all, w ith  only s ix  houses in  Stoupe and f iv e  in  Thorny. Each 

house had i t s  "appu rtenances" , c o n s is tin g  o f a sm all a rea  of la n d , 

p a r t ly  enclosed . No a c re a g e s  are  s ta te d  in  the abbey acco u n ts , bu t 

from th e  low money values of the  houses and lan d  combined, i t  seems 

u n lik e ly  th a t  the  c lo se s  were of any g re a t  s iz e .  These se ttle m e n ts  

a re  in te r e s t in g  in  th a t  they  re p re se n t new ham lets b u i l t  w ith in  the  

p a r is h  o f I d l in g ,  b u t a t  a d is tan c e  o f a m ile o r more from the  n e a re s t  

v i l la g e .  There i s  no doubt th a t  the  improved lan d  surrounding them 

had been reclaim ed from th e  moor, and th a t  the  moorland nearby was 

be ing  grazed by th e i r  an im als.

In  th e  v a lle y  o f Helwath Beck was ano ther i s o la te d  d w e llin g , 

c a lle d  Helwayth. I t  i s  f i r s t  mentioned in  the  D isso lu tio n  A ccounts, 

and th i s  i s  th e  e a r l i e s t  reco rd  which has been found , o f any s e t t l e 

ment in  th e  v a lle y . The house was undoubtedly e s ta b lis h e d  to  f a c i l i t a t e  

th e  use o f th e  surrounding m oorland, e i th e r  f o r  g raz ing  o r  fo r  

c u l t iv a t io n ,  and i t s  appearance in  th e  m id -s ix te en th  cen tury  th e re fo re  

marks y e t  ano ther stag e  in  the  p ro g re ss iv e  u t i l i s a t i o n  o f remote 

m oorland. In  the  v a lle y  of Thorny Beck, where land  had been
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q u ltiv a te d  s in ce  pre-Domesday tûmes, th e re  i s  no reco rd  o f any 

change du ring  the  s ix te e n th  o r seven teen th  c e n tu r ie s .

Away to  the so u th , on th e  sou thern  m argins o f the e a s te rn  

moors was Harwood D ale, where much rec lam atio n  was c a r r ie d  out during  

the  s ix te e n th  cen tu ry . P a r t  o f th e  p a r is h  belonged to  Whitby Abbey, 

b u t by 1539 a l l  t h i s  land was lea se d  to  la y  te n a n ts ,  most o f whose 

h o ld in g s included  some enclosed lan d . There were a ls o  s ix  in ta k e s ; 

a l l  were d escrib ed  as sm all, and each belonged to  a d i f f e r e n t  te n a n t.

In  th e  p a r t  o f Harwood Dale not owned by the  abbey, rec lam ation  was 

p roceed ing  on a la r g e r  s c a le .  In  th e  m id - f if te e n th  cen tu ry  th e re  

were l e s s  than  1,000 ac res  o f improved la n d , b u t by th e  m id -s ix te en th  

cen tu ry  over 300 a c re s  had been added in  n ine in ta k e s ,  which v a ried  

in  s iz e  from 3 a c re s  to  I48 a c re s . The evidence comes from a survey

made in  the  s ix te e n th  cen tu ry  a t  about th e  tim e of th e  D isso lu tio n ,
29which d e sc r ib e s  th e  farm  lan d  in  d e t a i l ,  and which le a v e s  no doubt 

. t h a t  Harwood Dale was th e  scene o f very  g re a t improvement in  

a g r ic u l tu r e  in  the  s ix te e n th  cen tu ry . No f u r th e r  changes a re  recorded  

however, u n t i l  I 858 when the  p a r is h  was f i n a l ly  enclosed .

Thus, in  th e  p e rio d  1339 to  1750 the  m edieval p a tte rn  o f 

a g r ic u l tu re  based on o p e n -f ie ld s  la rg e ly  d isappeared  from th e  moorland 

d a le s . In  the  sou thern  d a les  enclosu re  was complete by the  mid

seven teen th  c en tu ry , and th e  sm a ll, hedged f i e l d s  which made up the

North R iding  Record O ffice . A s ix te e n th  c e n tu iy  r e n ta l  o f the  
Lordship of Hackness, made a t  about th e  tim e of th e  D isso lu tio n . 
(U ndated).

      _____
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farm  h o ld in g s , w ere worked from is o la te d  farm steads spread  through 

th e  e n t i r e  le n g th  of each d a le . In  th e  Esk-Leven v a lle y  fu r th e r  

n o r th ,  enclosure  proceeded more slow ly during  th e  seven teen th  

cen tu ry , bu t n e v e r th e le s s , was w ell advanced only a cen tury  l a t e r .

In  a l l  th e  d a le s , the  evidence which i s  a v a ila b le  p o in ts  to  the  

predominance of p a s to ra l  farm ing on th e  enclosed  la n d , thus con

t in u in g  the  tre n d  which began in  m onastic tim es. Reclam ation o f 

m oorland, which had a lso  s ta r te d  in  the  m edieval p e r io d , continued  

a t  a ra p id  pace in  th e  s ix te e n th  and seven teen th  c e n tu r ie s .  I t  was 

s t i l l  confined  to  th e  d a le s ,  e sp e c ia l ly  B ils d a le ,  and th e  v a lle y  o f 

the  Murk Esk, and to  the n o rth e rn  and sou thern  moorland m argins.

In  none o f th e  d a le s  was th e re  a complete la c k  of re c la m a tio n , b u t 

th e re  was n o tic e a b ly  l e s s  in  th e  Esk-Leven v a lle y  than  in  the  sou thern  

d a le s .

/The method o f rec la im in g  moorland rem ains obscure . E n clo su re , 

u su a lly  of sm all a re a s , was undoubtedly one of th e  f i r s t  p ro cesses  to  

be c a r r ie d  o u t, and i s  th e  only process mentioned in  any o f th e  documents 

which have been examined. P loughing, burn ing  and d ra in in g  a re  never 

mentioned in  connection w ith rec lam atio n . There i s  no doubt however, 

th a t  in  many p la c e s  rec lam ation  r e s u l te d  in  th e  upward ex ten sio n  o f 

c u l t iv a t io n  to  a h ig h er a l t i tu d e  than  ever b e fo re , which, in  th e  

sou thern  d a le s  e s p e c ia l ly ,  v/as probably  no t f a r  sh o rt of th a t  reached 

a t  th e  p re se n t day.
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Region I I I . The C o ra llia n  O utcrop.

The C o ra llia n  re g io n , l ik e  th e  o th e r  reg io n s o f the North

York Moors, was th e  scene of fa r - re a c h in g  changes in  lan d -u se  during

th e  s ix te e n th  and seven teen th  c e n tu r ie s . E arly  in  t h i s  p e rio d  began

the  sy s tem atic  enclosu re  o f open f i e l d s ,  a p rocess which con tinued ,

w ithou t in te r ru p tio n  f o r  the nex t two c e n tu r ie s  and which was re sp o n sib le

in  tu rn  f o r  o th e r fundam ental changes in  a g r ic u l tu r a l  p o lic y . In  th e

w estern  p a r t  o f the  re g io n , west o f R osedale , th e  e a r l i e s t  enc lo su res

a re  reco rded  on abbey p ro p e r ty , n o tab ly  on some of the  la r g e r

g ranges, where e a r ly  c o n so lid a tio n  o f th e  ho ld ing  under m onastic

c o n tro l gave sp e c ia l  o p p o r tu n itie s  fo r  en c lo su re . On some o f the

R ievaulx Abbey ho ld ings en c lo su re  was complete by 1539* On th e  grange

a t  G r if f  f o r  example, th e  e n t i r e  490 a c re s  was d iv ided  in to  tw enty- 
30th re e  c lo s e s . At Skiplam , though p re c is e  d e ta i l s  a re  n o t g iven ,

i t  seems probable th a t  m ost, i f  no t a l l  o f the  land  belonging  to  the 

g range, was enclosed  by 1339* E nclosure was a lso  complete on two 

o th e r  farm s belonging  to  R ievaulx  Abbey -  th e  home farm  a t  R ievaulx 

and th e  grange a t  N ew lathes. In  bo th  th ese  cases th e re  i s  no 

evidence th a t  o p e n -f ie ld s  had ever e x is te d , and en c lo su re  was probably  

a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f rec lam atio n .

In  c o n tra s t  w ith  the  e a r ly  enclosu re  o f th ese  granges was th e  

apparen t backwardness o f some o th e r p la c e s . At West Newton Grange,
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which a ls o  belonged to  R ievaulx  Abbey b e fo re  the  D is so lu tio n , meadows,

p a s tu re s  and a ra b le  lands a re  r e fe r re d  to  in  r a th e r  vague term s in

th e  M in isters*  A ccounts, viiich suggests th a t  they  were as y e t  unenclosed.

Meadlowland in  th e  neighbouring p a rish e s  o f 0 sw aldkirk  and Stonegrave

a lso  belonged to  the  grange, and th is  too was unenclosed. From the

evidence which has come to  l i g h t  i t  seems th a t  complete e n c lo su re ,

such as e x is te d  on the few la rg e  granges, was s t i l l  r a re  in  1339? and in

most p lac es  the  tim e-honoured method of c u l t iv a t io n  in  the  o p e n -f ie ld s

s t i l l  h e ld  sway. There i s  no doubt however, th a t  the m id -s ix te en th

cen tu ry  was a tu rn in g  p o in t in  the h is to ry  o f farm ing in  the  d i s t r i c t .

The D isso lu tio n  of th e  m onasteries p laced  in  th e  hands of in d iv id u a ls

th e  la rg e  a re a s  of land  which had been farmed fo r  c e n tu r ie s  by the

c o lle c t iv e  e f f o r t s  o f th e  monks, and some of th is  land was a lread y

enclosed . During the  nex t h a lf  centui^r more enclosure  took p la c e , and

i t  i s  perhaps s ig n i f ic a n t  th a t  most o f th i s  appears to have been in  ^

p a rish e s  where the  m onasteries had been im portan t landow ners. This

was c le a r ly  what happened in  Welburn, where R ievaulx  Abbey had he ld

a ra b le  land  and g raz ing  r ig h t s .  Be^ôre the  D isso lu tio n  ** th e r  was
32no demean es in  Welburn nor fe e ld e s  en c lo sed ,” b u t w ith in  the  next

s ix ty  y e a rs , enclosure  began; by 1397 a t  l e a s t  seven c lo ses  had
33appeared on th e  F a irfa x  p ro p e rty  alone. Three y e a rs  l a t e r  more

T ith e  Cause Paper, 1606-7. Evidence given by an e ld e r ly  w itness 
who remembered the p e rish  before  the D isso lu tio n .

Conveyance of land  between C. S a v ill  and N. F a ir fa x , 1397*
York M inster L ib ra ry , Box 3* Bundle 1.
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c lo ses  were named, and a f i e l d  c a lle d  G-reat H arfo rth  was d escrib ed  as 

being  "d iv id ed  by h e d g e s ." ^  By 1398 much lan d  was enclosed a t  o ld  

Byland a ls o ,  a s  i s  shov/n by F ig . 18. This i s  a s im p lif ie d  e x tra c t
7 C

from Saxton* s map which was made by t r a n s fe r r in g  the o u tlin e s  o f the  

o r ig in a l  to  a tw o -an d -a -h a lf inch  Ordnance Survey map. The p h y sica l 

f e a tu re s  have been added. The map shows c le a r ly  th a t  the  main fe a tu re s  

o f a g r ic u ltu re  in  Old Byland were s t i l l  m edieval in  c h a ra c te r , based on 

the  communal use of the  open a rab le  f i e l d s  and common p a s tu re s  and 

meadows. A gradual change towards more modem co n d itio n s  i s  shown 

by th e  la rg e  a reas  of enclosed land  which la y  beyond th e  o p e n -f ie ld s  and 

extended tow ards the p a r is h  boundaries. (W ethercote C lo ses , W ethercote 

Lamclose and Lam C lose). The f a c t  th a t  th e  c lo ses  la y  o u ts id e  the  

f i e l d s  i s  im portant as i t  seems l ik e ly  th a t  some of th e  c lo se  were 

made from reclaim ed comraon-land and no t from form er a rab le  lan d .

B efore the D isso lu tio n , Old Byland was a grange of Byland Abbey, 

b u t th e re  i s  no evidence to  show whether enclosu re  had been s ta r te d  by

th e  monks, o r whether i t  was the  work of laymen during  the  s ix ty  y ea rs

which had e lapsed  sin ce  the  monastery was d isso lv e d .

A cen tury  a f t e r  th e  D isso lu tio n , the  same slow change from

o p e n -f ie ld s  to  c lo se s  was s t i l l  con tinu ing  and th e  a g r ic u l tu r a l  scene 

o f 1637 d if f e r e d  from th a t  o f 1339 only in  d e ta i l .  At the  time of 

the  Helmsley M anorial Survey of 1637? o p e n -fie ld  lan d  s t i l l  formed

^  Another Conveyance in  the  same bundle.

Saxton*s map o f Old Byland, P.R.O. E .178/2779; MPB.32.
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the  major p a r t  o f every ho ld ing  in  Helmsley i t s e l f  and in  most o f the 

neighbouring  p a r is h e s , though most lan d h o ld ers  possessed  one or two 

c lo ses  in  a d d i t i o n . T n  ^proxton th e  e x is te n c e  side  by s id e  o f

enclosed  farm s and o p e n -f ie ld  h o ld in g s , was p a r t i c u la r ly  marked. Most 

o f the ho ld ings were sm all and unenclosed , c o n s is t in g  o f a few ac res  of 

p loughland and"pasture  ga tes"  f o r  a few an im als. There was one la rg e  

farm however, a tta c h ed  to  Sproxton H a ll, co n ta in in g  223 acres  o f improved 

la n d , a l l  enclosed . I t  may be worth n o tin g  th a t  in  Sproxton,

R ievaulx Abbey had once possessed  an im portant g range. F u rth e r  

westward, where the C o ra llian  scarp  descends to  the Vale of Mowbray, 

th e  manors of Hesketh and Ravensthorpe were a lso  m ostly  enclosed by 

1637? though the  moorland p a s tu re s  and some la rg e  c lo ses  were s t i l l  

used communally. Both manors belonged to  R ievaulx  Abbey b e fo re  the  

D isso lu tio n  when each was worked as a s in g le  farm u n i t .  The passage 

o f a cen tu ry  had seen not only t h e i r  e n c lo su re , b u t a lso  t h e i r  d iv is io n  

in to  se v e ra l sm a lle r  farm s. F u rth e r  evidence o f enclosure  in  the 

w estern  C o ra llia n  h i l l s  does n o t appear u n t i l  l a t e  in  the  seven teen th  

c en tu iy . 3hl683 the  Nunnington Glebe T e rr ie r^ ^  recorded  se v e ra l c lo se s , 

most o f them co n ta in in g  meadow. Indeed, a no te  appended to  th e

T e r r ie r  s t a te s  th a t  " ----  enclosure  o f the c a r r s  ( to o k  p lace ) 10 y e a rs

s in c e ,"  i . e .  in  1673 , and i t  seems l ik e ly  th a t  a l l  the  meadow in  the

For example, Beadlam, Pockley, C arlton  and Sproxton were a l l  
s t i l l  in  o p e n -f ie ld .

^  Glebe T e r r ie r s  of Nunnington and Stonegrave, I 683 and 1716 .
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p a r is h  was enclosed a t  the same tim e. A rable and p a s tu re la n d  were 

s t i l l  in  o p e n -f ie ld s  and Nunnington can consequently  be c la ssed  as 

an o p e n -f ie ld  parish*  Only a few m iles to  the west however, in  

Byland, Wass and O ldstead , con d itio n s were very d i f f e r e n t .  The 

s ta te  o f the  land  in  th ese  p a rish e s  i s  shown c le a r ly  by two maps, 

the  e a r l i e r  one drawn in  I 687 and th e  second during  th e  e a r ly
■ZQ

eig h tee n th  cen tu ry . These th re e  p a r ish e s  l i e  to g e th e r  near the

sou thern  margin of th e  Hambleton H i l l s ,  and formed p a r t  o f the  

p o sse ss io n s  of Byland Abbey befo re  th e  D isso lu tio n . I t  i s  rem arkable 

th a t  even as l a t e  as the  e ig h tee n th  cen tu ry  they  were d escrib ed  as 

"Lands of Byland Abbey.” F ig . 19 shov/s the farm land in  I 687.

The improved lan d  la y  m ostly in  the  south n ear th e  abbey and the

v i l la g e s  of O ldstead and Wass. The map shows t h i s  land  d iv ided  in to

numerous p a rc e ls ,  each la b e lle d  w ith th e  te n a n t’ s name. Some 

te n a n ts  had la rg e  co nso lida ted  h o ld in g s , b u t some had sm all p a rc e ls  of 

lan d  s c a t te re d  through one or more p a r is h e s .

Where a farm c o n sis ted  o f a s in g le  u n i t  only th e  r in g  fence i s  

shown, and i t  i s  th e re fo re  d i f f i c u l t  to  decide whether a l l  th e  land  

was enclosed  o r n o t. C onsolidation  suggests e n c lo su re , and th e  p a rc e ls

o f land  look l ik e  c lo ses  r a th e r  than s t r i p s .  The second map drawn e a r ly

in  the e ig h teen th  cen tury  confirm s th a t  enclosure  was com plete. A ll

North R iding Record O ffice : Maps o f the  Lands of Byland Abbey.
The e ig h tee n th  cen tury  map i s  unda ted , bu t has been da ted  approxim ately, 
by the  county A rc h iv is t .  Byland in  t h i s  case i s  th e  se ttle m e n t which 
grew up round the Abbey, and should not be confused w ith  Old Byland. |
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the  improved land  was occupied by sm all c lo se s , sep ara ted  by hedges 

and d is tin g u ish e d  by in d iv id u a l names.

Changes in  land -use  accompanying enclosure  a re  a lso  apparen t 

in  many p a r is h e s , and once again  a few examples s u f f ic e  to  show the 

g en era l tren d . For th e  enclosed granges o f R ievaulx  Abbey some 

im portan t d e ta i l s  a re  recorded in  the M inisters*  Accounts. The 

fo llow ing  ta b le  of Land u t i l i s a t i o n  on the  th re e  granges f o r  which 

d e ta i l s  e x is t ,  shows th a t  th e  a g r ic u l tu r a l  economy of the  granges 

T/as f a r  removed from th a t  a sso c ia te d  w ith  the m edieval p e rio d .

Table 11. Land use on th ree  farms belonging to  5-ievaulx Abbey, 1539. 39

A rable Meadow P astu re Wood U nspecified T ota l

Granges Acres Closes Acres Closes Acres Closes Acres Acres Closes Acres

G rif f 96
(19^%

3 10
( 2#)

1 262
( 53.59

14 - 122 5 490

Rievaulx 1 (Gar
den) (6.1^:

4 341
(8 3 .^ :

3 l i 11 397

NewlatheSj — 38
,10.7^;

3 288
(81.39

9
:)

8
( 2.29

20
)

5 334

A rable land  re p re se n ts  only a sm all p a r t  of the  t o t a l  a c rea g e . The 

very la rg e  number of c lo ses devoted to  p a s tu re , and th e  la rg e  a rea  

invo lved , show the g re a te s t  d ev ia tio n  from m edieval c o n d itio n s , and 

suggest s tro n g ly  th a t  on the  abbey g ranges, enc lo su re , whether o f open-

Compiled from Rievaulx C hartu la ry . p . 314 e t .s e q .
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f i e l d  lan d  o r o f  w a s te , had been accompanied by a marked c o n c e n tra tio n  

on s to c k - r a i s in g .  I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a ls o  t h a t  a t  b o th  G r i f f  and 

N ew lathes where th e  a re a  devoted  to  p a s tu re  was g r e a t e s t ,  a " shepeco te"  

was in c lu d e d  in  th e  h o ld in g . At Skiplam , f o r  which very  l i t t l e

d e ta i l e d  in fo rm a tio n  e x i s t s ,  no a n a ly s is  o f la n d  u t i l i s a t i o n  i s  p o s s ib le .

40From th e  names o f  two c lo s e s  however. Lamb C lose and W etherco te  C lose , 

i t  seems l i k e l y  th a t  th e  la n d  th e re  was a ls o  devo ted  to  sheep p a s tu r e .

In  l637?a  cen tu ry  a f t e r  th e  D is s o lu t io n  f u r t h e r  changes were 

a p p a re n t. The Manor o f R ievau lx  th e n  in c lu d e d  th e  o r ig in a l  manor 

and G r i f f ,  S t i l t o n s  and N ew lathes in  a d d it io n , g iv in g  an a re a  o f 

1 ,452  a c r e s .  W hile th e  g r e a te s t  a re a  was s t i l l l  devo ted  to  p a s tu re  

(341 a c r e s ) ,  much l a r g e r  a re a s  were a lso  occupied  by meadow (346 a c re s )  

and a ra b le  (146  a c r e s ) .  The rem ainder c o n s is te d  of g a r th s  and c lo s e s  

f o r  which p re c is e  d e t a i l s  o f la n d -u se  were n o t s t a t e d ,  though many o f 

them in c lu d e d  some a ra b le  la n d . T h is  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  because i t  

r e v e a ls  a n o ta b le  change o f em phasis d u rin g  th e  c e n tu ry , from e x te n s iv e  

g ra z in g  to  a more in te n s iv e  mixed fa rm ing . On some o th e r  en c lo sed  

farm s in  th e  im m ediate neighbourhood o f H elm sley, th e r e  was a s im i la r  

tendency  tow ards mixed farm ing  d u rin g  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry , though 

in  no o th e r  case  i s  i t  p o s s ib le  to  conpare se v en te en th  c e n tu ry  la n d -  

u se  w ith  t h a t  o f an e a r l i e r  p e r io d . In  Sproxton how ever, th e  mixed 

fa rm in g  on th e  on ly  enc lo sed  farm  seems to  have d i f f e r e d  l i t t l e  from  

th e  mixed farm ing  o f  th e  o p e n -f ie ld s  -  i t  had on ly  one p a s tu re  c lo s e

I b id .  p . 347.
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o f 48 a c r e s ,  and m ost o f th e  rem ain ing  la n d  (75% o f th e  t o t a l )  was 

a ra b le .

F u r th e r  w e s t, on th e  o ld  g ranges o f H esketh  and R avenstho rpe , 

th e  la n d -u se  on th e  en c lo sed  farm s in  1637 shov/ed th e  same 

s p e c ia l i s a t io n  in  s to c k  as e x is te d  a t  G r i f f  and S t i l to n s  a cen tu ry  

e a r l i e r .  T he-M anorial Survey o f  1637 shows t h a t  H esketh and 

R avensthorpe were d iv id e d  in to  s e v e ra l  h o ld in g s . At H esketh  th e re  

were fo u r  h o ld in g s , ran g in g  from  a minimum o f under t h i r t y  a c re s  to  

a maximum o f 136 a c re s .  The la n d -u se  on th e se  h o ld in g s  i s  shown in  

th e  fo llo w in g  ta b le :

T able 12 -  Land-Use on e n c lo su re s  in  H esketh in  1637*^^

S ize  o f H olding A rab le Meadow P a s tu re Moor
(A cres) A cres A cres % A cres 92 A cres

1. 136 0 0 43 31 .6 93 68 .4

2. 52 3 5 .8 31 59 .6 18 34.6 In  th e

3. 4 2 .5 0 0 14 .5 34.0 28 66 .0 L i t t l e

Moor
4 . 27 .5 0 0 13 4 7 .2 14 .5 52 .8

45 A cres

T o ta l 258 3 1 .2 101.5 39 .3 153.5 59 .5 45

T o ta l  a re a  o f manor = 407 a c re s  12 p e rc h e s .

The most no tew orthy  f e a tu r e  re v e a le d  by th e  T able i s  th e  sm all 

p ro p o r t io n  o f  a ra b le  la n d  enclo sed  -  one sm all c lo se  on on ly  one o f  th e

41 From th e  Survey o f  H elm sley. See Note ( 14) su p ra .
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fo u r  fa rm s. Any o th e r  a ra b le  la n d  was p ro b ab ly  in c lu d e d  in  th e  104 

a c re s  o f unenclosed  la n d  f o r  which p r e c is e  d e t a i l s  a re  la c k in g .

The preponderance  o f p a s tu re  and meadow su g g e s ts  s t ro n g ly  th a t  

e n c lo su re  had been accompanied by an in c re a s e  in  g ra z in g .

In  R avensthorpe th e  en c lo sed  lan d  was used  in  much th e  same
\

way, as th e  fo llo w in g  T able shows:

T ab le  13» Land-Use on E n c lo su re s  in  R avenstho rpe , 1637»

S ize  o f Farm A rab le Meadow P a s tu re

A cres A cres % A cres 92 A cres 92

1. 247.5 22 .5 9 90 3 6 .4 135 5 4 .6

2. 72 .5 16 22» 1 7 .5 1 0 .3 49 6 7 .6

5. 197 .5 13 6 .5 65 32 .5 119.5 61

4» 169.5 22 13 47 27 .7 100.5 59 .3

5 322»5 0 ,0 111 34 .4 211 .5 65 .6

1009.5 7 3 .5 7 .3 320.5 31.7 615 .5 61 .0

Once a g a in , th e  la rg e  p ro p o r tio n  o f p a s tu re  and meadow compared w ith  

th e  a ra b le  la n d  p o in ts  to  only  one p o s s ib le  co n c lu sio n  -  th a t  th e  

purpose o f  e n c lo su re  was to  f a c i l i t a t e  s p e c ia l i s a t io n  in  an im al- 

r e a r in g .

The c le a r in g  o f woods and re c la m a tio n  o f moorland re p re s e n te d  

a d d i t io n a l  changes in th e  la n d -u se  o f  s e v e ra l  p a r i s h e s .  Evidence of
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such changes d u rin g  th e  s ix te e n th  cen tu ry  i s  r a r e ,  and i s  u s u a l ly  

d e riv e d  from  in fe re n c e s  in  re c o rd s  o f fa rm in g  r a th e r  th an  from d i r e c t  

s ta te m e n ts ;  such in fe re n c e s  have been  m entioned a lre a d y  on th e  form er 

g ranges o f  R iev au lx , N ew lathes and Old B yland. D ire c t  re fe re n c e  to  

improvement does n o t appear u n t i l  l6 3 7 , when, in  th e  manor o f  Helm sley 

a lone  la r g e  a re a s  o f m oorland were rec la im ed  and e n c lo sed  in  a wide ' 

v a r ie ty  of s i t u a t io n s .  In  P ock ley , which l i e s  on th e  lim esto n e  

p la te a u  e n t i r e l y  above 250 f e e t ,  and m ostly  above 500 f e e t ,  

re c la m a tio n  and e n c lo su re  o f  m oorland was w e ll under way. In ta k e s  

am ounting to  6l a c re s  were rec o rd ed  in  1637; a l l  were e n c lo se d , and 

were used  f o r  " a ra b le  and p a s tu re ” . At R avenstho rpe , on th e  w este rn  

sca rp ,w h ere  th e  la n d  r i s e s  q u ick ly  to  over 900 f e e t ,  th e re  were more 

in ta k e s ,  a l l  en c lo sed  and w ith  a marked p reponderance o f p a s tu r e .

The impcr tan c e  o f th e  p a s tu re s  i s  f u r t h e r  em phasised by a n o te  appended 

to  th e  su rvey  o f R avensthorpe -  “B o ltb y  In ta c k  to  be tak en  in  f o r  

p a s tu r e ” th u s  showing c le a r ly  th a t  more improved p a s tu re  was needed.

In  a d d i t io n  "The mayne Common b e s id e s  t h i s  In ta c k  C onteyninge 185I 

a c re s  10 p e rc h e s” was a p p a re n tly  used f o r  p a s tu re .

In  th e  ne ighbou ring  tow nship  o f B o ltb y , a ls o  occupying th e  

sca rp  fa c e  and th e  a d ja c e n t m oorland summit, in ta k e s  were p a r t i c u l a r l y  

e x te n s iv e . By 1637 n in e  in ta k e s  had been  made, am ounting a l to g e th e r  

to  508 a c r e s .  A rab le  lan d  occup ied  two o f  th e  in ta k e s ,  which betw een 

them c o n ta in e d  on ly  10 a c re s .  The rem ain d er was used  f o r  p a s tu r e .  . 

P r a c t i c a l ly  th e  whole of t h i s  en c lo sed  p a s tu re  was d e sc r ib e d  a s  "m oorish” .
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a term  which su g g e s ts  t h a t  i n s u f f i c i e n t  improvement had been c a r r ie d  

ou t to  make i t  r e a d i ly  d is t in g u is h a b le  from  th e  open m oorlands from  

which i t  had been tak e n . In d eed , o f one la i 'g e  in ta k e  o f 108^ a c re s

i t  i s  s a id  ” ----  th ey  s t i n t  them selves to  26 g a t e s .” A " g a te ” in

lo c a l  speech means tlie area  re q u ire d  to  fe e d  one anim al d u rin g  th e  

summer m onths. An allow ance o f  over fo u r  a c re s  p e r  anim al was

g en ero u s, and b e a rs  unm istak ab le  w itn ess  to  th e  p o o r q u a l i ty  o f th e  

"M oorish P a s tu r e s " .  S im ila r  re c o rd s  o f  re c la m a tio n  con tinue  to  

ap p ear u n t i l  th e  end of th e  c e n tu ry . In  1696 more in ta k e s  were in  

e x is te n c e  in  K irby  Knowle^^, which a d jo in s  R avensthorpe and B o ltb y  on 

th e  w e ste rn  sc a rp . No la n d -u se  i s  rec o rd e d . In  N unnington, on 

th e  lo w er, so u th e rn  s lo p e s  o f th e  C o ra ll ia n  L im estone, re c la m a tio n  

o f  m oorland was p robab ly  com plete a t  l e a s t  as e a r ly  as 1683. The 

High Moor i s  r e f e r r e d  to  se v e ra l tim es in  th e  Glebe t e r r i e r ,  b u t  each 

tim e as e i t h e r  a ra b le  o r p a s tu r e .  I t  was d iv id e d  in to  th e  "Corn 

High Moor" and " P a s tu re  High Moor” th e  fo rm er b e in g  worked in  " lan d s"  

o r  s t r i p s ,  and th e  l a t t e r  l e t  o f f  in  " b e a s t  g a te s " .  I t  seems th e r e 

f o r e ,  t h a t  th e  la n d ,  which was o r ig in a l ly  m oorland, had been in c o rp o ra te d  

in  th e  o p e n - f ie ld  system  and had come to  be t r e a te d  as an e x t r a  f i e l d .

The "High Moor" in  Nunnington la y  on th e  tongue o f  o o l i t i c  rock  vdiich 

p r o je c ts  eastw ard  in to  th e  V ale o f  P ic k e rin g  so u th  o f  th e  v i l l a g e  

(F ig ,  1) ,  G -eo log ically  th e r e f o r e ,  i t  i s  s im ila r  to  th e  main mass o f 

th e  Hambleton H i l l s .  The c h ie f  d is t in g u is h in g  f e a tu r e  i s  i t s  h e ig h t .

Glebe T e r r i e r ,  I 696 .
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which nowhere exceeds 320 f e e t ,  and i t  i s  t h i s  low a l t i t u d e  which was 

p ro b ab ly  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  e a r ly  d isap p ea ran ce  o f m oorland. The 

re c la im e d  lan d  in  N unnington d i f f e r s  from  th a t  in  a l l  th e  o th e r  

p a r is h e s  in  two im p o rtan t r e s p e c ts  -  i t  was n o t en c lo sed  and i t  was 

n o t devoted p r im a r ily  to jp astu rag e .

R eclam ation  in  B yland , O ldstead  and Wass was con fined  to  th e  

rem o te s t p a r t s  o f t h e i r  h igh  m oorland. The map o f 1687 ( F i g .19) 

shows a sm all group o f  c lo s e s  which were u n m istak ab ly  made from 

rec la im ed  m oorland, occupying a sm all a re a  in  th e  n o r th e rn  p a r t  o f 

O ldstead  p a r i s h ,  n e a r  a ham let known a t  th e  p re s e n t  day a s  Cold Cam. 

These in ta k e s  were f a r  from  any o f th e  v i l l a g e s  and were surrounded  

on a l l  s id e s  by open m oorland. The e ig h te e n th  c e n tu iy  map shows on ly  

one a d d i t io n a l  group o f in ta k e s ,  a ls o  in  O ldstead  Moor where a l a r g e ,  

i s o l a t e d  a re a  c a l le d  Shaws had been d iv id e d  in to  c lo s e s . T h is  la y  

e n t i r e l y  above 900 f e e t  and was th e r e fo re  more l i k e l y  to  have been 

en c lo sed  f o r  p a s tu re  th an  f o r  conversion  in to  a ra b le .  Woodland 

c le a r in g s  o f which th e  l a r g e s t  was in  Abbey Bank ^ ood , r e p re s e n t  the  

on ly  o th e r  change, and t h i s  i s  th e  only  p la c e  where woodland c le a r in g  

i s  re c o rd e d . I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  n o te  th a t  th e  p o s i t io n s  and e x te n t  

o f  im proved fa rm lan d , woods and moors a re  very  much th e  same today  as 

th e y  were a t  th e  b eg in n in g  o f th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry .

These exam ples o f  e n c lo su re  and re c la m a tio n , drawn from 

d i f f e r e n t  p a r is h e s  a t  long  in te r v a l s  o f tim e , i l l u s t r a t e  c le a r ly  

th e  type  o f  change which was ta k in g  p la c e  in  th e  w este rn  p a r t  o f th e
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C o ra l l ia n  h i l l s .  G e n e ra lis a t io n  i s  dan g ero u s, p a r t i c u l a r l y  when i t  

a p p lie s  to  a p e r io d  o f t r a n s i t i o n  in  a g r ic u l tu r e  such as th e  200 y e a rs  

which a re  under c o n s id e ra t io n ,  h u t th e  th r e e  maps which have been 

d e sc r ib e d  h e lp  to  b u i ld  up a p ic tu r e  o f th e  s t a t e  o f some o f th e  la n d  

in  th e  re g io n  a t  su c c e ss iv e  s ta g e s  in  i t s  h i s to r y .  E n clo su re  o f 

th e  o p e n - f ie ld s  was n o t com pleted in  th e  rem ain ing  p a r is h e s  as e a r ly  

as in  O ld s tead , Byland and W ass, though in  many p la c e s  la n d  was 

e n c lo sed  by Act o f P a r lia m e n t l i t t l e  more th an  f i f t y  y e a rs  l a t e r ,  

tow ards th e  end o f th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry . T hat th e  in f lu e n c e  o f 

th e  m o n a s te r ie s , b o th  d i r e c t  and i n d i r e c t ,  p lay ed  a g re a t  p a r t  in  

d e te rm in in g  th e  p ro g re s s  and s i t e  o f most o f th e  im provem ents, i s  

f u l l y  a p p aren t from  th e  ev idence  which has been quoted .

F u r th e r  eas tw ard , in  th e  a re a  e a s t  o f R o sed a le , d i f f e r e n t  

in f lu e n c e s  were a t  work. I t  was in  t h i s  a r e a ,  ou t o f th e  whole o f th e  

N orth  York Moors t h a t  m onastic  in f lu e n c e  was w eakest; in d ee d , many 

o f  th e  m onastic  h o ld in g s  were le a s e d  to  laymen lo n g  b e fo re  th e  

D is s o lu tio n  and any in f lu e n c e  th e  monks had once had th e re fo re  

d isa p p ea red  v e iy  e a r ly .  A f te r  th e  D is s o lu tio n  th e  m onastic  h o ld in g s  

in  P ic k e r in g  F o re s t  became Crown p ro p e r ty . S e v e ra l o f  th e s e  p a rc e ls  

o f la n d , in  Wykeham, R uston , H utton B u sc e l, Lockton and K ing thorpe  

were s t i l l  d e sc r ib e d  as o p e n - f ie ld  la n d s  in  1577 ,^ ^  and had th u s  

rem ained unchanged s in c e  m edieval t im e s . At B u rn is to n , on th e  

b o u ld e r -c la y  low lands n ear th e  c o a s t ,  and a t  S u f f ie ld  and E v erley  in

43 T urton  -  R.B. Op.c i t .  V o l .1 , p . 8.
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th e  sm all a re a  o u ts id e  th e  F o r e s t ,  owned by W hitby Abbey, th e  same

absence o f change i s  a p p a re n t.

T h is  s t a b i l i t y  i s  r e f l e c t e d  a ls o  in  th e  la n d  in  P ic k e r in g

F o re s t  which had rem ained in  th e  hands o f laym en. R eferences to

o p e n - f ie ld s  occu r f r e q u e n t ly  in  documents o f th e  se v e n te e n th  c en tu ry .

The o p e n - f ie ld s  o f P ic k e r in g  and Brompton, f o r  exam ple, a re  d e sc r ib e d

in  th e  P a rlia m e n ta ry  Survey o f l 650^  and th o se  o f E l le rb u r n ,  T hornton

D a le , E bberston  and H utton  B uscel in  th e  g lebe t e r r i e r s  o f th e  l a t e

45se v e n te e n th  and e a r ly  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu r ie s .  But a lth o u g h  th e

o p e n - f ie ld  lan d scap e  rem ained  very  l a r g e ly  unbroken u n t i l  w e ll in to  

th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu iy , i s o l a t e d  in s ta n c e s  o f e n c lo su re  can be 

t r a c e d  as e a r ly  as 1539 , e s p e c ia l ly  on la n d  c o n f is c a te d  from  th e  

d is s o lv e d  m o n a s te r ie s . By 1539 some o f  th e  la n d  h e ld  by W hitby

Abbey in  th e  o p e n -f ie ld s  o f  Hackness and High and Low D ales had a lre a d y
I r

been e n c lo se d , though th e  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  some o f t h i s  lan d  as 

" l a t e l y  in c lo se d "  shows t h a t  th e  change from  o p e n -f ie ld  farm ing  was o f 

co m p ara tiv e ly  r e c e n t  o r ig in .  Even in  S u f f ie ld  end E v e r le y , a few 

c lo s e s  had b een  made, two in  S u f f ie ld  and fo u r  in  E v e r le y , though th e s e  

could  make l i t t l e  d if f e r e n c e  to  th e  o p e n - f ie ld  economy. More ra p id  

p ro g re s s  had taken  p la c e  in  S ilp h o . By th e  m id -s ix te e n th  c e n tu iy  273

a c re s  o u t o f  a t o t a l  o f 362 a c re s  o f  improved la n d  had been en c lo sed

^  Y o rk sh ire  P a r lia m e n ta ry  Survey, I 65O.
45 G lebe T e r r ie r s :  H utton  B uscel I 685 , E bberston  I 698 , E lle rb u rn  1716,

T hornton Dale I 685 .
46 W hitby C h a rtu la ry  p .747 e t . s e q .
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i n  n in e te e n  c l o s e s , a l l  worked by laymen though th e  lan d  i t s e l f ,  

l i k e  a l l  th e  o th e r  la n d  in  th e  d i s t r i c t  en c lo sed  in  th e  s ix te e n th  

c e n tu ry , was h e ld  by W hitby Abbey.

W hile th e se  s c a t te r e d  e n c lo su re s  were in  e x is te n c e  in  the  

s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry , no re c o rd  has been  found which su g g e s ts  t h a t  

e n c lo su re  o f any p a r i s h  was com pleted d u rin g  th e  c e n tu ry . There 

were no la rg e  granges in  th e  F o re s t  o f  P ic k e r in g  com parable w ith  

th o se  f a r t h e r  w est on which the  e a r l i e s t  en c lo su re  had tak en  p la c e ,  

and n o t u n t i l  more th a n  a cen tu ry  a f t e r  th e  D is s o lu t io n , in  I 65O, i s  

th e re  any evidence o f  e n c lo su re  on a l a r g e r  s c a le .  Even in  165O th e re  

was o n ly  one manor -  N o rth s te ad  -  where en c lo su re  was com plete . The 

e x a c t d a te  of t h i s  e n c lo su re  i s  n o t known, b u t rem nants o f th e  fo rm er 

common f i e l d s  can be d e te c te d  as  some o f  th e  c lo s e s  were s t i l l  sh ared  

betw een " d iv e rs  o f  th e  in h a b i ta n ts  o f Scarborough and Scawby." In  

P ic k e r in g , some e n c lo su re  had tak en  p la c e  on a f a i r l y  la r g e  s c a le ,  

though i t  in v o lv ed  on ly  a p a r t  o f  th e  p a r i s h .  The main a re a  

a f f e c te d  was B lansby P a rk , which was o r ig in a l ly  a h u n tin g  e n c lo su re , 

and was d iv id e d  in to  f iv e  l o t s  sometime betw een 16O8 and lé5 0 .

A ll  th e  lan d  was e n c lo se d , though some p a s tu re  c lo s e s  c o n ta in ed  over 

100 a c re s  and were th u s very  la r g e .  E lsew here in  P ic k e r in g  p a r is h  

th e r e  were on ly  two farm s which were com plete ly  e n c lo se d , and w h ile  

many o f th e  o th e r  farm s in  th e  p a r is h  in c lu d e d  one o r  two c lo s e s .

47 Prom "A Coppy o f an Auntient R enta ll  or Survey o f  the Mann  ̂ and 
Lordship o f  Hackness found amongst the old w ritin gs  o f  S ir  Thomas 
Posthumus Hoby and Transcribed in the year  1709 - — The ren ta l  
i s  undated but was made in  "the l a s t  Abb at* s time".
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I o
th ey  s t i l l  depended p r im a r ily  on o p e n -f ie ld  c u l t i v a t io n .  S im ila r ly ,

in  A lle r s to n  and H utton  B u sc e l, en c lo su re  had begun by 165O, b u t  a l l

th e  c lo s e s  were made by th e  same man and were th u s  presum ably a l l  on 

49one farm .

Changes in  la n d -u s e  r e s u l t i n g  from e n c lo su re  were r a r e  in  

th e  e a s te rn  C o ra ll ia n  h i l l s .  No changes can be d e te c te d  fo llo w in g  

th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  e n c lo su re s . In  th e  se v e n te e n th  cen tu ry  i t  was 

o n ly  in  H ackness, P ic k e r in g  and N o rth s te ad  t h a t  e n c lo su re  was 

s u f f i c i e n t l y  e x te n s iv e  to  a llow  any m ajor changes in  farm ing  to  tak e  

p la c e .  At H ackness, o u ts id e  P ic k e r in g  F o r e s t ,  where over 750 a c re s  

had been  en c lo sed  by 16O8 , changes from  an o p e n - f ie ld  econony were 

on ly  ap p a ren t on th r e e  o f th e  fo u r te e n  farm s a f f e c te d  by e n c lo su re .

Two o f th e s e  farm s belonged  to  th e  demesne, and c o n ta in e d  betw een 

them 76 p e r  cent o f th e  en c lo sed  la n d . The la n d -u se  on a l l  th e  

fo u r te e n  farm s i s  shown in  th e  fo llo w in g  ta b le :

P a rlia m e n ta ry  Survey , P ic k e r in g  1651 , pp* 38-40.

4^ T urton  R.B. op. c i t .  pp . 102-3- The acreage  o f  th e se  c lo s e s  
i s  n o t s ta te d ;  th ey  were o f a y e a r ly  value o f  36 s h i l l i n g s .
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Table 14- Survey o f th e  E n c lo su re s  o f H ackness. 16O8 . 50

Holdings
A

Arable 

R P % A
Meadow 

R P % A
Pasture  

R P %

Demesne (0 2 0 89 2 26 23.1 293 2 17 76.8
It (8 0 7 4,5 91 3 17 49 .7 85 1 12 46 .0

3 9 3 27 13.7 23 3 4 32 .2 39 2 11 54.1
4 - - 1 3 24 100 - -

5 - - 3 0 1 100 - —
6 - - 1 3 26 100 -

7 - - 11 0 30 100 -

8 - - 4 2 33 100 -

9 0 3 37 18.2 4 2 5 8 1 .E - -
10 0 0 29 8 .4 4 1 2 66.6 1 2 0 25.0

11 - - 11 3 13 100 - -
12 - - 15 0 6 66.6 7 1 31 33-4
13 - 26 0 20 100 -

14 - - 15 0 4 100 - -

Total 19 2 20 2 .6 304 3 11 • 427 1 31 56.8

The sm all acreage  o f a ra b le  lan d  among th e  e n c lo su re s  i s  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  no tew orthy , and the  survey le a v e s  no doubt t h a t  on th e  

j o r i t y  o f  farm s th e  a ra b le  was s t i l l  in  o p e n - f ie ld ,  and th e  e n c lo su re  

o f meadow was o f prim ary  im portance. E nclosu re  o f p a s tu re  was s ig n i f i c a n t  

only  on one o f th e  demesne fa rm s, where about 77 p e r  c en t o f  th e  enclo sed

Compiled from a Survey k ep t in  the  N orth h id in g  Records O ff ic e .
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la n d  was in  perm anent p a s tu r e ,  su g g e s tin g  th a t  s p e c ia l i s a t io n  in  s to c k -  

r a i s in g  had tak en  p la c e .

In  P ic k e r in g , # ie r e  th e  enc lo sed  farm s were few in  number b u t 

very  la rg e  in  s iz e  th e re  a re  s ig n s  t h a t  s p e c i a l i s a t io n  fo llow ed  

e n c lo su re . The fo llo w in g  ta b le  shows th e  la n d -u se  on th e  en c lo sed  

farm s in  P ic k e r in g , f iv e  o f them in  Blansby Park  and th e  o th e rs  e l s e ^ e r e

T ab le . 15* Land-use on la rg e  h o ld in g s  in  P ic k e r in g , I 65I *

Size  of  
Holding 
Acres

Arable Meadow Paisture W(>od Moor
Unspeci

f i e d  _ .
Acres % Acres % Acres fo Acres fo Acres f Acrt)6 ^

935 22 2 .3 39 4 . 2 573 6 1 . 3 40 4 . 3 2 5 5 2 Î7.2 6 0 .7

967 0 - 71 7 . 3 833 86.1 62 6 . 4 0 - 1 0 .2

73 0 - 8 1 0 . 9 0 - 15 2 0 . 5 0 - 50 68 .6

8 6 . 5 0 - 4 1 . 5 4 8 45 52 0 - 0 - 0 -

2 8 2 . 5 0 - 0 - 0 - 2 8 2 . 5 100 0 - 0 -

197 1 0 .5 5 3 . 5 27 .1 1 4 2 . 5 7 2 . 4 0 - 0 - 0 -

7 8 2 . 5 0 0 0 - 676 8 6 . 4 0 - 106.5 13L6 0 -

* Farms in  B lansby P ark .

in  th e  p a r is h .  The ta b le  shows t h a t ,  o f th e  seven fa rm s, f iv e  were 

com plete ly  w ithou t a r a b le ,  Wbile on th e  rem ain ing  two i t  formed only  a very  

sm all p ro p o r tio n  o f th e  t o t a l  a re a . One h o ld in g  c o n s is te d  e n t i r e ly  o f

P a rlia m e n ta ry  Survey, P ic k e rin g  lé51* f f . 38-40.
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woodland. The main p a r t  o f each o th e r  farm  was made up o f meadow, 

p a s tu re  and moor. The im portance of an im als on th e se  farm s i s  c le a r ,  

and in  each case th e  an im als kep t, were sheep.

In  N o rth s te a d , where e n c lo su re  was com plete by 165O a s im ila r  

type  o f s p e c ia l i s a t io n  ap p ea rs  to  have r e s u l te d :

Table I 6 . L and-use in  N o rth s te a d . 165I .

A creages Land-use

40

31

5

424:1 rood

U n c la s s i f ie d . 

A rab le  and P a s tu re

P a s tu re  and Meadow

P a s tu re .

T o ta l 500:1 rood

W ith on ly  6 p e rc e n t o f the  t o t a l  known to  be used  f o r  a ra b le  a t  any 

tim e , th e  im portance o f an im als i s  u n m is tak ab le . A nother change 

accompanied e n c lo su re  in  N o rth s te a d , which a ls o  su g g e s ts  t h a t  form er 

a ra b le  la n d  had been converted  to  p a s tu re . In  d e s c r ib in g  the  c lo s e s ,  

th e  survey  m entions " a l l  t h a t  c lo se  o r  In c lo se d  p e ic e  of p a s tu re

grounde ----  w herein  a House h e re to fo re  s to o d ,"  and f u r t h e r ,  o f  th e

manor as a w hole, "There i s  n o t any house upon th e  p rem ises (m anor) -----."

52 S e v e ra l o f  th e  la rg e  p a s tu re  c lo se s  a re  c a l le d  sheep w alks in  
th e  P a rlia m e n ta iy  su rvey . On each farm , la n d  was s e t  a s id e  f o r  
u se  as a f o ld .



153

T his i s  th e  on ly  d e f i n i t e  re c o rd  of d e p o p u la tio n  in  th e  d i s t r i c t ,  

and, a s  in  o th e r  p a r t s  o f B r i ta in  a t  th e  same p e r io d , was c le a r ly  th e  

r e s u l t  o f  lan d -u se  changes.

D uring th e  n ex t hundred y e a r s ,  betw een th e  c o n f is c a tio n  o f 

Crown p ro p e r ty  d u rin g  the  Commonwealth p e rio d  and th e  beg in n in g  o f 

P a r lia m e n ta ry  en c lo su re  round about 1750, th e r e  seems to  have been 

l i t t l e  change. In  B u rn is to n  f o r  in s ta n c e , in  1724, one h o ld in g  of 

over 266 a c re s^ ^  c o n ta in ed  c lo s e s  amounting to  on ly  tw enty-one a c r e s ,  

o r e ig h t  p e r  c e n t o f th e  t o t a l  improved la n d . I f  t h i s  was 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of th e  p a r is h  as a w hole, i t  seems t h a t  the  farm ing 

o rg a n is a t io n  had undergone l i t t l e  change s in c e  m edieval tim es. Only 

in  S ilpho  i s  th e re  evidence o f  a marked in c re a s e  in  th e  a re a  en c lo sed . 

Here in  1724, th e re  were 871 a c re s  o f  improved la n d , an in c re a s e  o f 509 

a c re s  s in c e  th e  m id -s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry , a l l  o f  v/hich was e n c lo se d .

The c lo s e s  were d i s t r ib u t e d  among tw elve farm s. On each in d iv id u a l  

fa rm , a ra b le  lan d  occupied  about tw enty p e r c e n t ,  meadow tw e n ty -s ix  

p e r  c en t and p a s tu re  f i f l y - f o u r  p e r cen t o f  th e  t o t a l  a re a . Thus,

a l l  th e s e  farm s can be d e sc r ib e d  as mixed; e n c lo su re  was n o t fo llow ed  

by s p e c ia l i s a t io n .  The la rg e  in c re a s e  in  the  a re a  en c lo sed  i s  

rem arkab le  as th e  509 a c re s  enclo sed  s in c e  th e  s ix te e n th  c en tu iy  

form ed as  much as f i f 1 y - e ig h t  p e r cen t o f the  en c lo sed  la n d  in  1724*

I t  w i l l  be n o ted  how ever, t h a t  t h i s  i s  l i t t l e  more th an  th e  p e rcen tag e

N orth B id ing  Record O ff ic e , Survey o f John Bempde*s p ro p e r ty . 
Hackness e s t a t e ,  1724#
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o f  perm anent p a s tu r e ,  and i t  seems l i k e l y  th a t  much o f  th e  in c re a s e

r e s u l te d  from th e  e n c lo su re  o f th e  common p a s tu r e s .

C le a r in g  in  th e  woods and w astes which surrounded th e  improved

la n d  was r e s u l t i n g  .in f u r t h e r  changes. In  th e  woods th e  a s s a r t in g

o f  sm all a re a s  con tinued  as i t  had done in  m edieval t im e s . Some o f

th e se  sm all a s s a r t s  had been made in  Levisham sometime b e fo re  l6 l9

54and in  Langwathdale by the  m id -sev en teen th  c e n tu ry .

In  " th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  F o re s t"  a t  Blackhow, and in  th e  sec luded  

d a le s  o f Dalby and B ic k le y , more c lo s e s  were rec o rd ed  d u rin g  th e  same 

c e n tu ry , and as th e se  were a l l  p la c e s  where o p e n - f ie ld s  had never 

e x is te d ,  th e s e  c lo s e s  c le a r ly  r e s u l te d  from  th e  c le a r in g  o f  woodland 

o r w a ste .

A su g g e s tio n  t h a t  improvement on a l a r g e r  s c a le  m ight be

d e s i r a b le  was made as e a r ly  as th e  re ig n  o f E l iz a b e th ,  when 220 a c re s

o f woodland on th e  w est s id e  o f  P ic k e r in g  Beck was g ran te d  to  F ra n c is

D ickinson "  f o r  and d u re in g  th e  Term o f s ix ty  y e a re s  i f  th r e e

55l i v e s  should  so lo n g  l i v e  " ,  and he was g iven  f u l l  a u th o r i ty

" -----  to  in c lo s e  th e  Haggs and woodlands a fo re s a id  ----  and to  e r e c t  o r

b u i ld  1 messuage o r b a m e  o r o th e r  e d if ic e s  upon any o f them ."

Surveys o f  th e  vfoods made betw een l600 and lé é 5  re v e a le d  th a t  

much of th e  tim b e r was in  a very  poor s t a t e ,  and co n fin ed  m ainly to  

th e  s te e p  v a l le y  s id e s .  In  162? an o th e r la rg e  wood was le a s e d

54 T n rton  R.B. op. c i t .  pp.102-3<
55 I b id .  V o l .I .  p .8 7 .
56 I b id .  p . 10.
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f o r  improvement. T h is  was King* s Hagg, s i tu a te d  betw een Scallam oor

and Howl d a le  to  th e  e a s t  o f P ic k e r in g . I t  in c lu d ed  79 a c re s  and was

e s tim a te d  to  be w orth £46 .9#6 . upon im provem ent.^^ A n o te  added

to  th e  “Survey to  th e  e f f e c t  th a t  th e  bushes growing on th e  lan d  would

pay f o r  th e  c le a r in g ,  in d ic a te s  t h a t  th e  improvement env isaged  by th e

su rv ey o rs  invo lved  a change-over from  haggs to  p a s tu re  o r t i l l a g e .

By 1651 th e  whole o f Scallam oor was d e sc r ib e d  as " p a s tu re  ground ,

and i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h i s  in c lu d ed  the  form er haggs. The g ra n tin g  o f

lo n g  l e a s e s ,  o f te n  f o r  " th re e  l i v e s , "  became in c re a s in g ly  common as th e  -

se v en te en th  cen tu ry  advanced, and gave f u r th e r  encouragem ent to  the

improvement o f F o re s t  la n d . In  S ca lb y , le a s e s  o f  as much as n in e ty -

n in e  y e a rs  were g ran te d  to  t h i r t e e n  te n a n ts ,  "  a t  th e  d e te rm in a tio n

o f  which s a id  Lease o f 99 y e a re s  th e y  a re  to  double th e  s a id  Rent of

59£21-10-6  as an In c re a s e  o f Rent o r  Improvement " In ta k e s  and

encroachm ents, made w ith  th e  app roval o f  the  F o re s t  a d m in is tra to rs

*ar
61

were a ls o  b e in g  l e t  on le a s e  to  te n a n t  f a r m e r s , a n d  by 1627 th e se

amounted to  a t  l e a s t  n in e ty -e ig h t  a c re s .

The l a r g e s t  sy s te m a tic  en c lo su re  o f  w aste and wood took p lac e  

in  th e  Upper Demvent v a l le y ,  in  th e  p a r t  known as L angdale. In  

1603 th e  v a l le y  co n ta in ed  w aste  and woodland which was used  f o r

62g ra z in g . In  I 614 th e  l e s s e e  was g ran ted  " f u l l  l i b e r t y  and power to

57 I b id  p . 86.
58 I b id  p . 97

59 I b id  p . 88

Ib id  p . 91 
61 f i l l a n  T .S . op. c i t .  p . 257.

^2 T urton  R.B. o p .c i t .  V o l .I .  p . 80.
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in c lo s e  a l l  t h a t  p a r c e l l  o f  ground c a l le d  Langdale ----  and to  convert

th e  same to  T il la g e  o r  o th e r  u s e s , a ls o  to  e r e c t  howses to  dw ell in  

and o th e r  howses on th e  p rem ise s , so as th e r  weere te n  a c re s  of 

ground la id d  to  every  hov/se." The P a rlia m e n ta ry  survey  o f  I 65O 

re c o rd s  t h a t  t h i s  e n c lo su re  had a c tu a l ly  taken  p la c e ,  240 a c re s  on 

th e  e a s t  s id e  o f th e  r i v e r  b e in g  d iv id e d  in to  n in e  h o ld in g s  rang ing  

from 1 5 to  60 acres* On th e  w est s id e  448 a c re s  could n o t be enclosed  

because o f r i g h t s  cla im ed by one of th e  te n a n ts  "which h i s  p re d e c e sso rs  

pu rchased  from  King Henry V III*"

But a lth o u g h  improvement was encouraged by th e  F o re s t  

a u th o r i t i e s ,  i t  was no t always to le r a te d  by th e  lo c a l  in h a b ita n ts*

Haugh B igg , a wooded a re a  in  P ic k e r in g  p a r i s h ,  was l e t  on "an 

im proving le a se "  d u rin g  th e  e a r ly  sev en teen th  c e n tu ry , b u t  th e  Duchy 

o f  L an c as te r  re c o rd s  sa y , " th e  te n a n ts  o f P ic k e r in g e  b a r r  th e  te n a n ts

from making a n ie  use o f t h i s  le a s e   N e v e r th e le s s , th e  low

economic value  o f th e  tim ber coupled w ith  a d e c l in e  in  h u n tin g , 

e v e n tu a lly  r e s u l te d  in  a  s tead y  in c re a se  in  th e  im portance o f 

a g r ic u l tu r e  w ith in  th e  F o re s t ,  and th e  g ra n tin g  o f long  le a s e s  v/ent 

a long  way tow ards encourag ing  farm  te n a n ts  to  improve t h e i r  h o ld in g s .

R eclam ation o f moors and w astes was m ainly re p re s e n te d  by sm all 

in ta k e s  made in  w idely  s c a t te r e d  s i t u a t io n s .  During th e  s ix te e n th  

cen tu ry  p a r t  of the  common in  M iddleton was enclosed  and brought in to

I b id .  p .48 .
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c u l t iv a t io n ^ ^  f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e in  l iv i n g  memoiy, th e  lan d  hav ing  

fo rm erly  been sheep p a s tu re  b e lo n g in g  to  B osedale Abbey. In  January

1580 i t  was reco rd ed  th a t  S i r  B ichard  Cholmeley " ----  h a th  enclosed

two In ta c k s  in  a p la c e  c a l le d  S tan g ate  Banck and C ro ssd a ile  S icke

con teyn ing  by e s tim ac io n  ten n  a c re s  ---- . The same survey

re v e a le d  th a t  Thomas B ro c k e tt a ls o  "  h a th e  in c lo se d  fo u r  in ta c k e s  in  a

p la c e  c a l le d  Dawbye (D alby) conteyning  by e s tim ac io n  fo u r  a c re s  b e in g  o f

th e  Quenes demeynes  S im ila r  e n t r i e s  r e f e r  to  " ----- Three

in ta c k e s  in  a p lac e  c a l le d  T ro t te s d a i le  con teyn ing  -----8 a c r e s ,"  10 a c re s

a t  "Haddowke", 10 a c re s  betw een Cockerway Cross and S tow gripp , 4  a c re s  in  

N ew tondale, 30 a c re s  in  Cropton and 1 in ta c k  in  Cov/me H i l l s . "  I t  i s

n o t p o s s ib le  to  lo c a te  a l l  th e se  p la c e s  a c c u ra te ly ,  b u t  th e  main 

purpose in  quo ting  them i s  to  show on v/hat sc a le  most o f th e  moorland 

re c la m a tio n  was p ro ceed in g . Some la n d  owners, how ever, were ab le  and 

w i l l in g  to  c a r ry  ou t improvement on a much la r g e r  s c a le ,  and i t  i s  from 

th e  re c o rd s  o f t h e i r  e n te r p r is e s  th a t  some knowledge i s  ga ined  o f th e  

use  to  vh ich  th e  rec la im ed  lan d  was p u t .  One such in ta k e  was the  work 

o f W illiam  Metham who "Hathe enclo sed  th re e  in ta c k e s  in  a p lac e  c a l le d  

S tay n d a le  and H au lesicke  End, con teyn ing  by estim ac io n  th re e  sco re  

s ix  a c re s  b e in g  w ith in  h i s  L ordship  o f L ockton, and h a th e  s e t t  two

h a y s tac k es  in  th e  s a id  p l a c e  Not f a r  away a much la r g e r

encroachm ent had been made over a long  p e rio d  o f tim e. On 13th  June

^4 T ith e  Cause P ap e r, 1547, N o .0 .3^7* 
T u rto n , R.B. o p .c i t .  Vq1 . i , p . 221. 
I b id .  p . 221.
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1573 i t  was a lle g e d  t h a t  S i r  B ichard  Cholmeley o f Boxby, n e a r  

Thornton D ale , had "w ro n g fu lly  e n te re d  and en truded  in to  and upon 

dyverse  and sondiye p a r c e l l e s  o f  th e  so y le  and v;ast groundes o f h i r

Ma^^^ ly e in g e  w ith in  th e  p r e c in t  o f th e  s a id  F o r re s t  ( o f  P ic k e rin g ) ----

b e in g  very  g re a t  and la r g e  groundes and con teyn ing  by e stym acion th re e

h u n d re th  a c re s  o r th e re a b o u t e s ,  p a r t  w herof h e  h a th  e n c lo se d , and

some p a r te s  th e ro f  h a th  bene en c lo sed , by some o f th a u n c e s to rs  o f  th e

s a id  S i r  B ich a rd , o r o f some o th e rs  whose e s t a t e  he ---- h a th . -----  and

th e  same groundes so enc lo sed  he th e  s a id  S i r  B ichard  b o th  s t i l l  kepe 

e n c lo se d , and th e  same h a th  converted  and doth  co n v ert p a r t l y  in to  

a ra b le  groundes and p a r t l y  in to  meadows and p a s tu r e ,  claym inge th e

same as h i s  awne e n h e rita u n ce   T h is was d isapp roved  o f by

th e  F o re s t  a d m in is tra to rs  more in  p r in c ip le  th an  in  p r a c t i c e ,  f o r  th e re  

i s  no re c o rd  th a t  any a c t io n  was taken  to  p rev en t such work in  th e  

f u tu r e ,  e i t h e r  on S i r  R ichard  Cholmeley*s p ro p e rty  o r  e lsew here .

A c tiv e  o p p o s itio n  by th e  lo c a l  in h a b i ta n ts  to  th e  e n c lo su re  of

w astes i s  ap p aren t in  th e  many re fe re n c e s  to  th e  p u l l in g  down o r

b u rn in g  o f new hedges. In  Horcum f o r  example on 4 th  F eb ruary  1584 th e

same S i r  B ichard  Cholmeley was g iven  a copyhold g ra n t o f 100 a c re s  of
68"moore ground" p a r c e l l  o f  the  w astes in  P ic k e r in g  L ie th " .

These 100 a c re s  were hedged and d itc h e d , b u t h i s  hedges were b u rn t 

down a t  n ig h t .  A le a s e  o f 120 a c re s  on L i t t l e  Dale Bigg was a lso  made

I b id .  p . 217 .
T urton  R.B. o p .c i t .  V o l .I .  p . 255»
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u s e le s s  th rough  a c t iv e  in te r f e r e n c e  by th e  in h a b i ta n ts  o f  P ic k e r in g ,

69 •w ith  any improvement th e  le a s e h o ld e r  a ttem p ted  In  b o th  cases

the improvements threatened to suppress old-established pasture

rig h ts . B esistance of th is  kind continued in the seventeenth

c e n tu ry . In  I 626 , f i f t e e n  p e rso n s were p re se n te d  a t  T h irsk

Q u arte r S ess io n s  " fo r  e n te r in g  and th row ing  down th e  fen c es  o f  a

c e r ta in  en c lo su re  made by th e  in h a b i ta n ts  o f B u rn is to n  on th e  g re a t

common th e r e ,  p a rc e l  o f th e  Honor o f th e  Manor o f  P ic k e r in g , to  the

extent of 200 acres, and which they had and held in séparaity for the

space of 2 years.

At about th e  same tim e , an o th e r te n a n t in  B u rn is to n  was p rev e n ted

from enclosing forty  acres of waste heath, even th o u ^ it  was surrounded

on a l l  sides by intakes.

In  th e  sm all a re a  o u ts id e  th e  F o re s t  o f P ic k e r in g  in  th e  e a s te rn

part of the Corallian region, moorland reclamation was hampered by fewer

r e s t r i c t i o n s .  Moorland in  the  Hackness L ordship  was e x te n s iv e ;

" th e r e  i s  b e long ing  to  th e  L ordship  a huge w ayste , moor o r comon very  (? )

in  some p a r t s  excep t i t  be f o r  p e a t o r  T u rf , b u t in  o th e r  p a r t s  good

p a s tu re  f o r  sheep and c a t t l e ,  w^^ con tayneth  by E stim a tio n  8,000 a c re s

72r a te d  a t  a penny p e r  acre:------" . In ta k e s  from th e  moor were made in

s e v e ra l  p la c e s .  At Bradee (B readay G -ill) 86 a c re s  had been tak en  in  as

69 I b id .  p .if8 .
70 W illan  T .S . o p .c i t .  p . 254. Quoted from N orth  B id ing  Q u arte r 

S ess io n s B ecords, i i i  p . 269.
71 See n o te  63 above. P a r t  o f  a Survey of P ic k e r in g  F o re s t  made 

by John Norden, 1619-21.
72 See n o te  67 above.
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e a r ly  as th e  m id -s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry , and in  Hackness a n o th e r in ta k e  

o f 11 a c re s  was used  a s  a ra b le  and p a s tu re  la n d . In  S u f f ie ld  i t  i s  

reco rd ed  t h a t  " th e  T ennants th e re  h a th  in  In ta c k e s  Maddocke Moore," 

a s ta tem en t vh ich  su g g ests  t h a t  the  e n t i r e  moor had been e n c lo sed .

I t  i s  c le a r  from the  exam ples which have been quoted th a t  in  

th e  e a s te rn  C o ra ll ia n  h i l l s ,  b o th  in  th e  F o re s t  o f  P ic k e r in g  and 

o u ts id e  i t ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  changes were fo llo v /in g  much th e  same 

p a t t e r n  as in  o th e r  p a r t s  o f th e  C o ra ll ia n  o u tc ro p . E nclosu re  o f 

o p e n - f ie ld s  was v^ell under way in  some p a r is h e s ,  n o ta b ly  th o se  in c lu d ed  

in  th e  Hackness L o rd sh ip , by th e  b eg in n in g  o f th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry , 

and was a lre a d y  com plete in  N o rth s te ad . Large c o n so lid a te d  h o ld in g s  

o f en c lo sed  lan d  were s t i l l  r a r e  how ever, even in  th e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n tu ry , 

though th e  f a c t  t h a t  they  e x is te d  a t  a l l  shows th a t  th e  o p e n -f ie ld  

system  was g ra d u a lly  b e in g  broken up. On th e  few such h o ld in g s  in  

P ic k e r in g  and N o rth s tead  th e  type  o f  farm ing i s  rem arkably  s im ila r  to  

th a t  p r a c t is e d  on th e  form er m onastic  granges f u r t h e r  w est, th u s  

su g g e s tin g  a g en era l tendency to  en c lo se  f o r  p a s tu re  a t  th e  expense 

o f  a r a b le .

R eclam ation o f  woods and moors, though pa tchy  and s p o ra d ic , was 

a ls o  p ro ceed in g  in  most p a r t s  o f the  re g io n , and was on ly  opposed 

when i t  caused a se r io u s  t h r e a t  to  o ld -e s ta b l is h e d  g raz in g  r i g h t s .
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Throughout th e  N orth  York Moors th e r e  was an unm istakab le  

tre n d  tow ards th e  improvement of a g r ic u l tu r e  by b o th  e n c lo su re  

o f common f i e l d s  and th e  tak in g  in  o f w aste and woodland. T h is 

new a t t i t u d e  tow ards th e  la n d , e x em p lified  by th e  d e s ir e  to  ga in  

h ig h e r r e n t s  by im provem ent, was p e r f e c t ly  in  keep ing  vd.th th e  s p i r i t  

o f  th e  tim e. The t r e a t i s e s  on husbandry which began to  appear 

d u rin g  th e  s ix te e n th  c en tu ry  show unm istakab le  s ig n s  of a newly 

av/akened i n t e r e s t  in  th e  improvement o f  th e  la n d , p a r t l y  through  th e  

d e s ire  to  c o n so lid a te  and en c lo se  a ra b le  h o ld in g s  in  th e  o p e n - f ie ld s ,

and p a r t l y  through su g g e s tio n s  of methods by which "  to  re n d e r  th e

B arren  E a r th  f r u i t f u l ,  and p ro v id e  f o r  th e  P r o f i t  a s  w e ll a s  P le a su re  

o f  th o se  whose l o t  i s  f a l l e n  in to  a Heathy G-round."^^

Though th e  main wave o f en c lo su re  d id  n o t s t a r t  in  n o r th - e a s t  

Y orksh ire  u n t i l  th e  m id -e ig h te en th  c e n tu iy , th e  p ro cess  was w e ll 

under way in  many p a r t s  o f th e  a re a  by th e  m id -s ix te e n th . R eclam ation  

was even more w idesp read , and i t  may w e ll be t h a t  some o f  th ^ e th o d s  

suggested  in  g e n e ra l term s by a g r i c u l t u r a l  w r i te r s  o f  th e  sev en teen th  

cen tu ry  were p u t to  good use  in  th e  d i s t r i c t .  C e r ta in ly  Markham’ s

d e s c r ip t io n  o f  ’* th e  B arren  and unwholesome g r o u n d s " c a n  be

a p p lie d  to  th e  N orth  York Moors. He l i s t s  s e v e ra l  ways by which such

la n d s  could  be rec o g n ise d : " ----  f i r s t  by th e  clyme and c o n tin e n t w herein

they  l i e ;  n ex t by t h e i r  c o n s t i tu t io n  and c o n d itio n ; and l a s t l y  by 

outw ard fa c e s  and c h a ra c te r s .   IVhen you see th e  ground covered w ith

73 G-abriel Reeve: Directions l e f t  by a G-entleman to h is Sonns for the 
Improvement of Barren and Heathy Land in England and Wales. I67C. 
ep is t le  Dedicatoiy.

74 Markham’ s Farev/ell to Husbandry I638. p .2.
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H eath , Lyng, Broom, B racken , G-orse o r such l i k e ,  th ey  be most 

ap p a ren t s ig n es  o f  i n f i n i t e  g re a t  b a rre n n e s s e , as may be seene in  

many M ores, F o r r e s t s ,  and o th e r  w ilde  and woody p la c e s ."  He

reg a rd ed  moors a s  th e  w orst type of la n d : " ----  t h i s  e a r th  o f which

I  am now to  i n t f e a t e ,  b e a r in g  no G rasse a t  a l l ,  b u t on ly  a w ild e , 

f i l t h y ,  b la c k e , browne weede lA ich  we c a l l  L ing o r  H eath , th e  te n d e r  

to p s  w hereof o a t t e l  and w ile  Deere w i l l  sometimes c ro p , y e t  i t  i s

75to  th an b u t l i t t l e  r e l i e f e  and one ly  m a in ta in e th  l i f e  and no m ore."

To d e s tro y  th e  h e a th  and improve th e  lan d  he g iv es  very  d e ta i le d  

i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  which in c lu d e  among o th e r  th in g s  p a r in g  and b u rn in g , 

lim in g  and deep p lo u g h in g , a l l  o f v h ich  must o f n e c e s s i ty  have been 

done on th e  moorland in ta k e s ,  thus e n a b lin g  fa rm ers  to  improve la n d  

which had p re v io u s ly  been "B arren  and unwholesome."

I b id .  p . 52.
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C h a p te r  VI

E n c lo s u re  and  th e  E xpand ing  A creag e  (1750  -  1830)

The p ro c e s s  o f  e n c lo s u re  w h ich  had c o n tin u e d  s lo w ly  f o r  

a t  l e a s t  two c e n t u r i e s ,  r e a c h e d  i t s  c lim a x  a f t e r  1750 . D u rin g  

th e  f o l lo w in g  h u n d red  y e a r s  m ost o f  th e  la n d  w h ich  had 

h i t h e r t o  rem a in ed  i n  o p e n - f i e ld s  was e n c lo s e d  by A c t o f  

P a r l ia m e n t ;  common g r a z in g  la n d  was e n c lo s e d  to o ,  w h e re v e r  su ch  

e n c lo s u r e  c o u ld  be o f  b e n e f i t  to  " th e  p a r t i e s  i n t e r e s t e d  

t h e r e i n . "

Enclosure could hardly take p lace w ithout causing,

d ir e c t ly  or in d ir e c t ly ,  some changes in  lan d -u se. At the same

t im e , new fa rm in g  m ethods w ere b e in g  made known and new c ro p s ,

im proved  s t r a i n s  o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  g r a in  c ro p s ,  and im proved

breeds o f c a t t le  and sheep were being introduced. I t  was

during th is  period to o , that B r ita in  quickened her development

a s  an  i n d u s t r i a l  n a t i o n ,  and  th e  r a p id  g ro w th  o f  l a r g e  u rb a n

p op u la tion s, e s p e c ia l ly  in  the West R iding, T ees-sid e  and South

Durham, created fresh  markets for  food and stim ulated  food 

production in  a l l  the a g r icu ltu ra l parts o f the county,

in c lu d in g  the North York Moors. Home production o f food was

stim ulated  furth er by the Napoleonic Wars, and the twenty years

o f a g r ic u ltu r a l depression  which follow ed the end o f the war

a l s o  made i t s  m ark on fa rm in g  i n  th e  r e g io n .
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The e f f e c t  of a l l  these events on land-use i s  r e f le c te d  

in  a wide v a r ie ty  o f documents. Parliam entary Enclosure Acts 

and Awards throw some l ig h t  on the s ta te  of farming before 

enclosure a c tu a lly  took p la ce , and convey something o f the 

thoughts and am bitions o f the most in f lu e n t ia l  farm ers. The 

maps which sometimes accompany them are o ften  the e a r l ie s t  maps 

in  ex is ten c e  showing lan d -u se .

In the la te  e igh teen th  century the North York Moors 

were described  by three well-known a g r icu ltu ra l w r iter s  -  Arthur 

Young ( 1771) ,  W illiam M arshall ( I 788 ) , and John Tuke ( I 8OO), a l l  

o f whom provide valuable inform ation on many asp ects o f farming.

For the n in eteen th  century the Crop Returns o f 1801 

throw some l ig h t  on arable farming. More v a lu a b le , however, i s  

the T ithe Survey of I 838 - 5 0 , which i s  the c lo s e s t  approach to a 

modern land-use survey that e x is t s  for  the n ineteen th  century. 

None o f these documents covers the whole of the North York Moors, 

but by u sin g  them a l l  in  conjunction w ith one another and with  

other minor sources, i t  has been p o ss ib le  to b u ild  up a p ictu re  

o f land-use changes in  each of the three moorland reg io n s.

Region I The Northern B oulder-clay P la teau .

"In the b est parts o f th is  R iding, few open or common- 

f i e ld s  now remain, nearly  the whole having long been in clo sed ." ^

 ̂ Tuke J .  A gricu ltu re o f  the North Riding o f  Y orkshire, 1800 , 

p . 9 0 .
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So w ro te  Jo h n  Tuke i n  1800 o f  th e  N o rth  R id in g  a s  a w h o le , and 

th e  f e r t i l e  b e l t  o f  b o u ld e r  c la y  b o rd e r in g  th e  n o r th  c o a s t  o f  

th e  R id in g  was no e x c e p t io n .  D u rin g  th e  m ain p e r io d  o f  

p a r l i a m e n ta r y  e n c lo s u r e ,  from  1750 to  1830 , A c ts  o f  P a r l ia m e n t  

f o r  th e  e n c lo s u r e  o f  o p e n - f i e ld s  w ere so u g h t by o n ly  se v en  o f  

th e  tw e n ty - f o u r  p a r i s h e s  i n  th e  r e g io n .  I n  m ost o f  th e  o th e r  

p a r i s h e s  e n c lo s u re  had been  a g ra d u a l  p r o c e s s  w hich  s t a r t e d  i n  

th e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n tu r y ,  and by th e  tim e  A c ts  o f  p a r l ia m e n t  became 

o b l i g a t o r y ,  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  la n d s c a p e  o f  much o f  th e  b o u ld e r -  

c la y  p l a t e a u  m ust have  been  v e ry  much th e  same a s  i t  i s  to d a y . 

The c h i e f  e v id e n c e  o f  p ie c e m e a l e n c lo s u re  i s  i n  th e  shape  o f  th e  

f i e l d s .  I n  P y l i n g d a l e s ,  w here m ost la n d  was e n c lo s e d  b e fo re  

1 7 5 0 , th e  f i e l d s  a r e  s m a ll  and i r r e g u l a r .  I n  Newton M ulgrave  

and  L o f tu s  th e s e  sm a ll  i r r e g u l a r  f i e l d s  a r e  c o n f in e d  to  

s p e c i f i c  a r e a s ,  th u s  l o c a t i n g  f a i r l y  a c c u r a t e l y  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  

th e  o l d e s t  e n c lo s u r e s .

Among th e  l a s t  p a r i s h e s  to  be e n c lo s e d  was a sm a ll  g roup

b e tw een  H in d e rw e ll  on th e  w e s t and L y the  on th e  e a s t .  P ig .  20

c o m p iled  from  L. R. R. 0 . maps shows th e  l a n d - u s e  i n  th e s e  o p en -
2f i e l d  p a r i s h e s  i n  th e  l a t e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu r y .  The p a t t e r n  i s  

a f a m i l i a r  one; lo n g  n a rro w  g a r t h s ,  u s u a l ly  i n  p a s t u r e ,  

e x te n d e d  from  th e  b a c k s  o f  th e  h o u se s  a s  f a r  a s  a "back  la n e "

^ F .R .O . m /r  55 7 . 5 4 0 , 5 4 1 . M P E 591 -  595



r / o  0 n

LAND  USE BEFORE 

PARLIAMENTARY ENCLOSURE
LATE 18 C E N T U R Y  

O  I 2 M IL E S

N E WT O N  m u l g r a v e

ELLERBT

LTTHE
^ g ^ p K L E B

Ea s t

O p e n  a ra b le  f ie lds

I I  Com m on pas tu re

II 111 / i/ood 

I .  J  M oor

Enclosed a rab le  

1 P 1 Enclosed  p a s tu re  

Ü l i  M eadow  

I ^ I  Freeho ld  c lo se s  

E  G lebe  

I * I Intakes

HUT T ON
• M U L Q R A V



iê7

which ran between the g a r th s  and the o p e n - f i e l d s .  The f i e l d s  

t h e m s e lv e s ,  fou r  or s i x  in  number, surrounded the v i l l a g e  and 

formed unbroken exp an ses  o f  a r a b le  la n d ,  o n ly  r a r e ly  in te r r u p te d  

by sm all c l o s e s .  These were c o n s o l id a te d  h o ld in g s  o f  a few  

a c r e s ,  s t i l l  used a s  a r a b le  la n d ,  and i n d i s t in g u i s h a b l e  from 

th e  com m on-fie lds e x ce p t  by t h e i r  e n c lo s in g  f e n c e s .  P a s tu r e s  

were e x t e n s i v e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  Lythe and B u tton  Mulgrave where  

th e y  o ccu p ied  a l l  the s t e e p e s t  v a l l e y  s lo p e s  and the  v a l l e y  

f l o o r s .  E n clo su re  o f  the common p a s tu r e s  was much more 

advanced than e n c lo s u r e  o f  the a r a b le  f i e l d s .  Most o f  the  

e n c lo s u r e s  were s t i l l  used a s  p a s tu r e ,  but i n  both  H in d erw ell  

and H utton Mulgrave f a i r l y  la r g e  a r e a s  were co n v erted  to  meadow 

or t i l l a g e .  With th e  p a s s in g  o f  E n closu re  A cts  from 1771 onwards, 

both  the  a r a b le  f i e l d s  and the common p a s tu r e s  g r a d u a l ly  

d isa p p e a r e d . By I 8 I 4  o n ly  one p a r is h  -  H in d erw ell  -  was s t i l l  

u n e n c lo s e d ,  and t h i s  remained unchanged u n t i l  1855*

The f i n a l  break-up o f  the o p e n - f i e ld s  l e f t  the  way 

c l e a r  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  ex p er im en ts .  The more p r o g r e s s iv e  

farm ers , no lo n g e r  h e ld  back by c o n s e r v a t iv e  n e ig h b o u r s ,  were 

now f r e e  to  adopt new methods and to  t r y  out new c r o p s .  John 

Tuke, i n  h i s  Report to  the  Board o f  A g r ic u l t u r e ,  p r o v id e s  the  

f i r s t  w r i t t e n  accou nt o f  farm ing i n  the  r e g io n .  "The s o i l s , "  

he s a y s ,  " -  -  -  are  a brownish c l a y ,  a c la y e y  loam, a loam 

upon a s tr o n g  c la y ,  a l i g h t i s h  s o i l  upon an alum s h a le ,  a loam
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upon a f r e e s t o n e  -  -  -  and in  some v a l l i e s  w est  o f  Whitby, a
3

deep r i c h  loam." On t h i s  remarkable v a r i e t y  o f  loams and 

c la y  a f a i r l y  r i g i d  p a t te r n  o f  farm ing was e s t a b l i s h e d .  The 

r o t a t i o n  o f  crops s t i l l  commonly used  in  Tuke’ s day, was a 

t h r e e - f o l d  one c o n s i s t i n g  o f  f a l lo w ,  wheat and o a t s ,  and was 

c l e a r l y  a c o n t in u a t io n  o f  the p r e -e n c lo s u r e  system . Oats were 

som etim es r e p la c e d  by beans or b le n d in g s  (a m ixture  o f  peas and 

b e a n s ) .  "Turnips,"  sa y s  Tuke, "are th e re  but l i t t l e  c u l t i v a t e d ,  

even  upon la n d s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  them."^ C lover  a l s o ,  was " in  

d is r e p u te  th e r e ,"  even though i t  was r a p id ly  g a in in g  favour i n  

o th e r  p a r t s  o f  the co u n try . The over-w helm ing im portance o f  

wheat and o a ts  compared w ith  the  o th er  crops i s  shown by the  

Crop R eturns f o r  1801 (T able  17) which g iv e  the  a c re a g es
5

d ev o ted  to  each crop p a r ish  by p a r i s h .  In  each o f  the e ig h t

Tuke J .  o p .c i t . ,  p p .7 -  8 .

I b i d ,  p . 109*

The r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  th e s e  f i g u r e s  i s  open to  q u e s t io n .  
I n q u i r i e s  by th e  c le r g y  a b o u t farm  c ro p s  had  o f t e n  b een  
th e  p r e lu d e  to  in c r e a s e d  t a x a t i o n .  Some fa rm e rs  a r e  
t h e r e f o r e  l i k e l y  to  have  u n d e r s t a t e d  t h e i r  a c r e a g e s .

See H enderson  H .C .K . A g r i c u l tu r e  i n  E ng land  and W ales i n  
1801 . G .J .  1 9 5 2 , p . 340 .
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P a r ish %

1

S'

t
PQ

Î
0

CO
0
0•p0P
s,

CQ
0

0

U 03
0 Pi

•H
0  P

i l f i g

0
îiû XI 
ci 03

1  °  à<t CL,

E a s in g to n 200 20 200 16 40 40 0 516 5 ,5 7 2

P y l in g d a le s 5 4 4 f 62# 555 1 4 5 f 59# 121# 0 1 , 249# 17 ,957

L iv e r to n 100 10 150 10 26 20 0 516 2 ,4 0 0

L o f tu s 150 45 202 13 44 55 0 489 5 ,7 7 5

L ythe 920 198 1 ,1 5 6 121 190 188 0 2 ,775 5 ,6 2 0

S k e l to n 262 62 176 2 i ISO 56 0 758-1 6 ,4 5 1

S n e a to n 176 2 5 i 247* 3 i i 17* 49 0 545 4 ,0 4 0

W hitby 160 50 260 60 25 60 0 615 1 ,7 1 8

TOTALS 2 , 512# 471# 2 ,9 2 6 i 562# 569# 1
7 , 242#

p a r is h e s  fo r  which such f i g u r e s  e x i s t  th e se  two g r a in  crops

occu p ied  a lm ost tw o - th ir d s  o f  the crop la n d , the remainder being  

d iv id e d  in  va ry in g  p ro p o r t io n s  between the o th er  cro p s .  A la r g e  

p a rt  o f  the wheat crop from the c o a s t a l  p la te a u  and the a d jo in in g  

C leveland  p l a i n ,  was " sen t  (by sea) to every  p a r t  o f  the
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w e ste rn  c o a s t  o f  Great B r i t a in ." ^  C o n sid erab le  q u a n t i t i e s  

a l s o  went to  the markets a t  T hirsk  and Leyburn "which are  

bought up fo r  the m anufacturing p a r ts  o f  the co u n try ."  There 

i s  no doubt th a t  the s te a d y  demands o f  th e se  o l d - e s t a b l i s h e d  

m arkets were l a r g e ly  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  the remarkable la c k  o f  

change in  the farm ing o f  the d i s t r i c t ,  and l i t t l e  advantage  

was taken  o f  the o p p o r t u n i t i e s  which e n c lo su r e  p ro v id ed .

D e sp ite  the g r e a t  im portance o f  g r a in  c r o p s ,  a ra b le  

land  was e s t im a te d  to  occupy o n ly  about o n e - th ir d  o f  the
7

a v a i l a b l e  farm la n d ,  the rem ainder b e in g  devoted  to  meadow and 

p a s tu r e  fo r  la r g e  numbers o f  c a t t l e .  These were reared  fo r  both  

b e e f  and d a ir y  p u rp o se s .  The an im als were o f  good q u a l i t y ,  

s im i la r  to  the famous T eesw aters o f  the C leveland  P la in .  "Great 

numbers o f  oxen ,"  sa y s  Tuke, "are worked u n t i l  s i x  or seven  

y e a rs  o ld ,  and then  are  so ld  c h i e f l y  to  the g r a z ie r s  o f  the  

sou th  o f  Y o rk sh ire , and o f  L in c o ln s h ir e ,  by whom th ey  are
Q

p r e fe r r e d  to  ev ery  o th er  breed ."  Advances in  the methods o f  

c a t t l e - r e a r i n g  appear to  have been as slow i n  r ea c h in g  n o r th 

e a s t  Y orkshire  as new c ro p s ,  and i n  Tuke's v iew , "the good 

q u a l i t i e s  o f  the c a t t l e - s t o c k  or t h i s  d i s t r i c t ,  seem to  be more 

owing to  the  s o i l ,  c l im a te  or a c c id e n t ,  or a l l  o f  them u n i t e d ,

Tuke, J .  Op.c i t . , p . 116. I t  seems u n l ik e l y  th a t  g r a in  would be 
s e n t  by sea  to  the  w estern  sh ores  o f  t h i s  i s l a n d .  At Whitby the  
c o a s t  trend s e a s t - w e s t ,  th e r e fo r e  cargoes  s e n t  westward would 
reach  Durham and Northumberland.

7
Tuke, J .  o p .c i t .  p . 101 .

 ̂ I b i d . p . 2 5 0 . The f a t t e n e d  c a t t l e  f i n a l l y  went to S m it h f ie ld .
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than to  the care and a t t e n t i o n  o f  the b r e e d e r s ,  whose s p i r i t
9

f o r  improvement i s  v e ry  f e e b le  in d eed ."  D a ir y in g  a l s o  was 

c a r r ie d  on a c co r d in g  to  t r a d i t i o n a l  methods. Turnips were 

r a r e ly  used as w in te r  fodder  and s t a l l - f e e d i n g  was a lm ost  

unknown. The farm ers were th e r e fo r e  dependent upon t h e i r  hay 

crop f o r  w in te r  food as t h e i r  a n c e s to r s  had been fo r  c e n tu r ie s  

b e f o r e ,  thus c o n t in u in g  the p r a c t i c e  which had p r e v a i le d  under  

the o p e n - f i e ld  system .

The f o r t y  y e a r s  f o l lo w in g  Tuke’ s su rvey  saw s e v e r a l  

im portant ch an ges . The T ith e  surveys o f  1838-45 r e v e a l  th a t  

a r a b le  land  then o ccu p ied  w e l l  over h a l f  the a creage  o f  improved  

land  i n  a l l  but f i v e  o f  the p a r is h e s  f o r  which th ere  are r e c o r d s ,  

an o v e r a l l  in c r e a s e  o f  about se v e n te e n  per c e n t  s in c e  Tuke’ s day.

An in c r e a s e  o f  t h i s  magnitude i n  the a r a b le  acreage  i s  

rem arkable , and su g g e s t s  a t  one and the same time both  a growth  

o f  l o c a l  p o p u la t io n  and an expanding market fo r  g r a in  e ls e w h e r e .  

The Census Returns fo r  1801 and 1841 show th a t  the in c r e a s e  in  

the  l o c a l  p o p u la t io n  in  the f o r t y - y e a r  p e r io d  was o n ly  6 9 6 , o f  

which 547 was in  the  s i n g l e  p a r is h  o f  H in d e rw e ll .  In  a lm ost  

h a l f  the p a r is h e s  i n  the r e g io n ,  the p o p u la t io n  had a c t u a l l y  

d e c r e a se d ,  and in  s e v e r a l  more had in c r e a s e d  by on ly  a v e ry  few .

 ̂ I b i d .  p . 250 .
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Table 18. -  L anà-use from th e  T ith e  sohedu les 1838-45. ( Region I )»

P a r is h ' A rab le % G rass % .Vood Moor T o ta l
Acreage

A iita b y 238 32.6 491 ^7Jt 72 - 801

Borrowby 172 4 6 .4 199 53.6 - 160 710

B ro tto n 1,131 64*9 611 55*1 80 - 1,934

E asin g to n 1,594 65.1 854 34-9 361 450 3,372

E lle rb y 309 56 .7 236 i-3.3 - 51 596

B ÿ lin g d a les 1,511 30.1 ■ 3,502 69.9 286 12,602 17,937

Hawsker w ith
S ta in sa ttT ft 1,793

55 .5
1,437

W--5
64 123 3,417

H inderw ell 834 58.1 600 W.9 34 - 1,486

H utton
M ulgrave 1 , 2 0 5 -4 - 130 1,335

K ilto n 825 5 8 .4 587 41.6 160 40 1,643

L iv e rto n 1,036 57.9 753 fô1 176 393 2,400

L o ftu s 1,759 58 .6 1,241 4 .4 305 380 3,775

Moorsholm 639 60.6 416 150 1,900 3,844

Newholm-oum-
Dunsley 692

4 1 .4
978

5^6
166 113 1,949

Newton
M ulgrave 546 54.2 461 45.8 j0 8 - > 1,515

S k e lto n 1,829 57.1 1,373 'A3 270 2,900 6,431

Stanghow 752 5 2 .8 761 47.2 189 547 2,250

Whitby 
( in c lu d in g  

Euswarp) 467

32.9

1,021

67.1

17 — 1,718

T o ta l 16 , 127+ 51 .0 15 , 515+ ^#0 2 , 330+ 19,789+ 57,113



174

For a com plete  e x p la n a t io n  o f  the in c r e a s e  o f  a r a b le  land i t  i s  

n e c e s s a r y  to  look  beyond the  r e g io n  i t s e l f  to  the  a r ea s  which,  

by l o n g - e s t a b l i s h e d  t r a d i t i o n ,  formed the main markets fo r  

g r a in .  I t  has been m entioned a lr e a d y  th a t  i n  the  l a t t e r  p a r t  

o f  the e ig h t e e n t h  cen tu ry  produce from C levelan d  and the  c o a s t  

found i t s  way to  the growing i n d u s t r i a l  r e g io n  o f  West Y orkshire

and a lo n g  the c o a s t ,  w est  and n o r th  o f  Whitby, to  Durham. In

both th e s e  a rea s  the p o p u la t io n  in c r e a s e d  r a p i d l y  d u rin g  the  

f i r s t  f o r t y  y e a r s  o f  the  n in e te e n th  c e n tu r y .  M iddlesbrough  

a l s o  had grown from a ham let o f  25  p e o p le  in  1801 to  a town o f  

over 5 ,0 0 0  by I 84 I ,  and' w h ile  growth o f  p o p u la t io n  e lsew h ere  was 

l e s s  s p e c t a c u la r ,  i t  was s u f f i c i e n t  to  p rov id e  a g r e a t  s t im u lu s  

to  food  p ro d u ct io n  in  the  n e igh b ou r in g  r u r a l  a r e a s .

The expansion  in  the  food market undoubtedly  le d  to  the  

g r e a t  wave o f  moorland r e c la m a tio n  which c h a r a c te r i s e d  the  

p e r io d .  When P arliam en ta ry  e n c lo su r e  began, the b o u ld e r -c la y  

p la te a u  s t i l l  in c lu d e d  s e v e r a l  la r g e  a rea s  o f  moorland. These 

are  shown c l e a r l y  on P ig .  22 fo r  the fo u r te e n  p a r is h e s  fo r  which

e n c lo s u r e  maps e x i s t .  I t  w i l l  be seen  th a t  in  s e v e r a l  p la c e s

moorland s t r e t c h e d  northward a lm ost to  the  c o a s t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  

Newholm-cum-Dunsley where the moor ended l e s s  than a q u arter  o f  

a m ile  from the  c l i f f  to p .  some o f  the  moors were surrounded by 

improved la n d . In  a l l  c a s e s ,  moorland v e g e t a t io n  grew upon 

g l a c i a l  s o i l s  which were very  l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  from th o se  o f  the
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n e ig h b o u r in g  a r ea s  which had a lr e a d y  been improved fo r  

c u l t i v a t i o n .  The main r ea so n  fo r  the  con tin u ed  e x i s t e n c e  o f  

moorland in  th e s e  a r e a s  was to  p rov id e  the common g r a z in g  land  

which was an e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  the o p e n - f i e ld  economy. F req u en tly  

the  commons were o f  l i t t l e  v a lu e .  The e v i l s  o f  intercomrnoning, 

in  prom oting the spread o f  anim al d i s e a s e s  and p r e v e n t in g  the  

improvement o f  s t r a i n s  by c a r e f u l  b reed in g  were w e l l  known. 

E n closu re  o f  moorland t h e r e f o r e  fo l lo w e d  q u ic k ly  a f t e r  the  

e n c lo s u r e  o f  o p e n - f i e l d s ,  "moor a l lo tm e n ts "  b e in g  awarded to  the  

former owners o f  g r a z in g  r i g h t s  i n  p r o p o r t io n  to  t h e i r  h o ld in g s .  

The r e s u l t s  o f  e n c lo s u r e  v a r ie d  c o n s id e r a b ly .  In  S n eaton , where 

"An A ct f o r  I n c l o s i n g  and D iv id in g  the  Commons and Waste Lands" 

was o b ta in ed  in  1802 , the  moors were d iv id e d  in t o  e le v e n  

a l lo t m e n t s  o f  v a r io u s  s i z e s ,  some c o n s i s t i n g  o f  no more than  

seven  or e ig h t  a c r e s  and o th e r s  c o n ta in in g  s e v e r a l  hundred a c r e s .  

The e n t i r e  moor comprised 1 ,8 0 0  a c r e s  w hich , in  the words o f  the  

preamble to  the A c t ,  " in  t h e i r  p r e se n t  S ta te  and C o n d it io n , y i e l d  

but v e r y  l i t t l e  P r o f i t  to  the s e v e r a l  P erson s i n t e r e s t e d  t h e r e in ."  

C le a r ly ,  the  c h i e f  o b j e c t  in  se e k in g  an E n closu re  A ct was to  make 

improvement p o s s i b l e .  There i s  l i t t l e  e v id en ce  th a t  much 

improvement f o l lo w e d .  On maps made i n  1815-17^^ ( i . e .  b e fo re  

the  im p lem en ta tion  o f  the  Act i n  1824) and i n  1828 , fou r  y e a r s

Greenwood's map o f  Y o r k sh ire ,  1817 

T e e s d a le ' s  map o f  Y o r k sh ire ,  1828.
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a f te r w a r d s ,  the  moorland edge i n  Sneaton d i f f e r e d  i n  o n ly  one 

p la c e .  Only seven  o f  the  e le v e n  a l lo t m e n t s  appear to  have been  

improved in  any way. I t  seems th e r e fo r e  th a t  the improvement 

en v isa g e d  by the la n d - h o ld e r s  in  1802 r e s u l t e d  in  n o th in g  more 

than e n c lo s u r e ,  e n a b l in g  them to  graze  t h e i r  an im als  in  

s e v e r a l t y  in s t e a d  o f  i n  common. There was no change in  la n d - u s e .

In  most p a r i s h e s  e n c lo s u r e  o f  the moorlands r e s u l t e d  in  

the  p u sh in g  back o f  the  moorland edge to  an e x t e n t  which was 

q u ite  u n p reced en ted . In  Newholm#-cum-Dunsley, where moorland 

was p a r t i c u l a r l y  e x t e n s i v e ,  760 a c r e s  were r ec la im ed  between the  

p a s s in g  o f  the E n clo su re  A ct in  1795 and th e  making o f  the  T ith e  

su rvey  f i f t y  y e a r s  l a t e r .  Only 113 a c r e s  o f  moorland rem ained, 

occu p y in g  the  r em o tes t  corn er  o f  the p a r is h  a t  a h e ig h t  o f  over  

800 f e e t .  In  E a s in g to n ,  the  p r o g r e ss  o f  r e c la m a t io n  was no l e s s  

rem ark ab le . In 1808 an Act was passed  fo r  e n c lo s in g  178 a c r e s  

i n  the Low Moor and a fu r th e r  570 a c r e s  in  the High Moor. The 

e n c lo s u r e  map o f  1817 shows th e  Low Moor a s  a r e c ta n g u la r  area  

i n  the  c e n tr e  o f  the p a r is h  surrounded by improved la n d ,  and 

c l e a r l y  a remnant o f  a much la r g e r  moor. The High Moor occu p ied  

a l l  the  so u th ern  p a r t  o f  the p a r is h ,  w ith  an i r r e g u la r  boundary  

a t  600 to  6 5 0  f e e t  where i t  jo in e d  th e  e n c lo s e d  la n d .  By 1838 

the  Low Moor had d isap p eared  and was remembered o n ly  i n  the  

"moor" names o f  i t s  r e c ta n g u la r  a r a b le  f i e l d s .  The High Moor 

had seen  l e s s  change, w ith  5 10  o f  the 570 a c r e s  s t i l l  i n  t h e i r



178

o r i g i n a l  s t a t e .  The 60 a c r e s  which had been rec la im ed  a l l  l a y  

a lo n g  the n o r th ern  moorland margin where th e y  a d jo in ed  the  o ld  

e n c lo s u r e s .  In  E l l e r b y ,  a sm all p a r i s h  o f  630 a c r e s , ,  no l e s s  

than  112 a c r e s  was rec la im ed  from the moor between P a r lia m en ta ry  

e n c lo s u r e  in  1771 and the  T ith e  su rvey  i n  I 8 4 I ,  a l l  o f  i t  l y i n g  

between 65u and 700 f e e t ,  w h ile  i n  M ick leb y , anoth er  sm all  

p a r is h  a d jo in in g  E l le r b y  more than 223 a c r e s  o f  former moorland, 

a t  5 0 0  to  6 0Q f e e t ,  had been rec la im ed  b e fo r e  the  end o f  the  

e ig h t e e n t h  c e n tu r y .

S k e l t o n ,  which shared an e n c lo s u r e  a c t  w ith  Stanghow and 

K i l t o n ,  was a l s o  the  scen e  o f  much r e c la m a t io n  d u rin g  the e a r ly  

n in e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y .  An A ct f o r  e n c lo s in g  the moors was p assed  

i n  I 8 I 4 , and the map th a t  accompanied i t  shows the  g r e a t  e x te n t  

o f  moorland a t  th a t  t im e , d e sc en d in g  as  low as 5 0 0  f e e t  a t  i t s  

n o rth ern  ed ge . On the w estern  s id e  o f  stanghow p a r is h  however, 

o ld  e n c lo s e d  land reached  up to  850 f e e t  i n  p l a c e s .  By 1845 

f r e s h  in t a k e s  had been made a lo n g  much o f  the  moorland ed ge ,  

am ounting to  125 a c r e s .  Of t h i s ,  over lOO a c r e s  was in  the  

l o w e s t ,  n o r th ern  a r e a ,  where the r e c ta n g u la r  f i e l d s ,  a l l  o f  

s im i la r  s i z e ,  are u n m istak ab ly  a product o f  p a r l ia m e n ta r y  

e n c lo s u r e .  In  Stanghow, over 40 a c r e s  had been rec la im ed  in  

a c o m p le te ly  new s i t u a t i o n  -  in  the  m iddle o f  the  moor a t  some 

d is t a n c e  from any o th e r  improved la n d .
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In o th e r  p a r is h e s  f o r  which th e re  a r e  no e n c lo s u r e  maps,

some measure o f  the r e c la m a tio n  can he ga in ed  from the f i e l d

names g iv e n  i n  the  T ith e  and o th e r  su r v e y s .  Many o f  th e s e

names in c lu d e  “in tak e"  or "moor", both  o f  which r e f e r  to

e n c lo s e d  a r ea s  o f  former m oorland. A l l  th e s e  p a r i s h e s  which

p o s s e s s e d  moorland a l s o  p o s s e s s e d  i n t a k e s ,  som etimes c o v e r in g

la r g e  a r e a s  -  388 a c r e s  i n  F y l i n g d a l e s ,  100 a c r e s  i n  Hawsker w ith

S t a i n s a c r e ,  480 a c r e s  in  Moorsholm and a f u r t h e r  428 a c r e s  i n

L iv e r to n ,  to  quote o n ly  a few . The t o t a l  area  o f  r ec la im ed

lan d  shown as in t a k e s  i s  g iv e n  i n  Table 1 9 , and the  d i s t r i b u t i o n
12o f  " in take"  and "moor" names i s  shown on P i g . 2 3 . In  some 

p a r i s h e s ,  such a s  F y l i n g d a l e s ,  the  in t a k e s  were spread round 

the  e x i s t i n g  moorland edge in  a s e r i e s  o f  s m a l l ,  e n c lo s e d  f i e l d s ,  

c l e a r l y  r e p r e s e n t in g  piecemeal r e c la m a t io n  by in d iv id u a l  farm ers .  

In  o th e r s  the in t a k e s  occu p ied  l a r g e ,  compact a r e a s ,  s u g g e s t in g  

th a t  a s y s t e m a t ic  e n c lo s u r e  o f  the w aste  had been c a r r ie d  o u t .

In  L iv e r to n  f o r  in s t a n c e ,  " in tack s"  occu p ied  a lm ost  a l l  o f  the  

p a r is h  sou th  o f  the  v i l l a g e ,  from the moorland edge down to  

about 5 0 0  f e e t .  These in t a k e s  were co n t in u o u s  w ith  a s im i la r  

b e l t  o f  in ta k e s  in  L o f tu s ,  and th e s e  in  turn  were a d ja c e n t  to  

E a sin g to n  Low Moor. I t  appears t h e r e f o r e ,  th a t  th e se  were a l l  

once p a r t  o f  a la r g e  moor, w h ich , by the  m id -n in e te e n th  cen tu ry  

had e n t i r e l y  d isa p p e a r e d .  In  i t s  p la c e  were the  n e a t .

12 Compiled from T ith e  su rv ey s  and e s t a t e  maps.
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Table 19 R eclam ation  shown by F ie ld  names record ed  i n  the  T ith e

Survey (R egion

p a r is h Acreage
R eclaim ed

A creage o f  
p a r is h
1,080~A is la b y 38

Barnby - 1 , 4 0 0

Borrowby 0 650

B ro tto n  and S k in n in grove 0 2 , 0 5 0

E a sin g to n 2 38 3 ,8 5 0
E l le r b y 11 2 6 30

F y l in g d a le s 3 8 8 1 5 , 0 1 0

Hawsker w ith  S ta in s a c r e 100 3 ,3 3 0
H in d erw ell 25 1 ,5 5 0
H utton Mulgrave - 1 ,4 8 0
K i l t o n 173 1 ,5 1 0

L iv e r to n 420 2 , 3 6 0

L o ftu s 386 3 ,7 0 0

Lythe 0 3 ,6 2 0

M ickleby 223 1 ,3 4 0

Moorsholm ■ 2 8 0 4 , 2 6 0

Newholm cum D unsley 759 2 , 2 5 0

Newton Mulgrave 20 1 1 ,9 5 0

Roxby - 2 , 4 1 0

S k e lto n 125 3 ,8 5 0

Sneaton - 4 ,0 4 0

Stanghow 150 2 ,3 5 0

Ugthorpe - 2 ,1 8 0

Whitby 0 50

TOTAL 3 ,6 1 8 6 4 , 8 8 0

A dash i n d i c a t e s  no e v id e n c e ;  0 i n d i c a t e s  no r e c la m a t io n .
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r e c ta n g u la r  f i e l d s  o f  a planned e n c lo s u r e .  P ig .  23  shows the  

wide d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  " intake"  and "moor" names throughout the  

b o u ld e r - c la y  p la t e a u ,  from the  c l i f f  top to  the p r e s e n t  moorland  

ed g e . The r ec la im e d  a r ea s  a re  numerous and t h e i r  a g g r eg a te  area  

l a r g e .  The amount o f  rec la im ed  land  was p ro b ab ly  s t i l l  la r g e r  

s in c e  many r e c la im ed  a r ea s  d id  n o t  r e t a i n  in ta k e  or moor names, 

and f o r  s e v e r a l  p a r i s h e s  no in fo r m a tio n  about in t a k e s  e x i s t s .  

F ig .  23  thus shows the  minimum e x te n t  o f  land  whose r e c la m a t io n  

from moorland was s t i l l  r e c o g n ise d  a t  the  tim e o f  the T ith e  

su r v e y .

Land-use on the in ta k e s  v a r ie d  g r e a t l y  from p a r is h  to  

p a r i s h .  A rable  land f ig u r e d  p rom in en tly  in  Moorsholm and 

E a s in g to n  where a lm ost  the e n t i r e  area  o f  r ec la im ed  land was 

used  fo r  t h i s  p u rp ose . The new est in t a k e s  i n  S k e lto n  were 

a l s o  e n t i r e l y  a r a b le .  G rassland predom inated on the  o ld e r  

in t a k e s  in  Stanghow and F y l i n g d a l e s ,  and a l s o  i n  E l le r b y ,  where 

a lm o st  the  whole rec la im ed  area  was i n  g r a s s .  E lsew here  the  

in t a k e s  in c lu d e d  a r a b le  and g r a s s la n d  in  more or l e s s  equal  

p r o p o r t io n s .  P la n t a t io n s  were made on r ec la im ed  land i n  o n ly  

th r e e  p l a c e s .  In  E a s in g to n  about 52 a c r e s  o f  the Low Moor was 

p la n te d  w ith  t r e e s ,  and i n  Stanghow a sm all wood o f  25 a c r e s  

was p la n te d  i n  an i s o l a t e d  p o s i t i o n  in  the  m iddle o f  the  moor.

T h is  i s  shown c l e a r l y  when e n c lo s u r e  maps and T ith e  maps are  
compared. In  most p a r i s h e s  th e r e  i s  land  which was rec la im ed  
between the two su rveys  but which i s  n o t  l a b e l l e d  w ith  " in take"  
or "moor" names.
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The l a r g e s t  p la n ta t io n  was in  Newholm-cum-Dunsley, where more 

than 100 a cres  o f  new woodland occupied the high southern p art  

o f  the p a r ish ,  a d jo in in g  the l a s t  remnant o f  moorland.

The method of- r ec la im in g  moorland adopted by farmers in  

the Boulder Clay P la tea u  remains obscure. Whatever methods o f  

r e c la im in g  were favoured , i t  i s  c le a r  th a t  the l o c a t io n  o f  the  

land to  be recla im ed was determined to  a g r ea t  e x te n t  by the  

combined e f f e c t s  o f  a l t i t u d e  and s o i l .  I t  has been shown a lrea d y  

th a t  there  was a f a i r l y  c lo s e  c o r r e la t io n  between rec lam ation  

and a l t i t u d e  during the e ig h te e n th  and n in e te e n th  c e n tu r ie s .

No rec lam ation  has been recorded a t  h e ig h ts  o f  l e s s  than 500 f e e t ,  

most o f  the lower land having been brought in to  c u l t iv a t i o n  a t  

an e a r l i e r  d a te .  The h ig h e s t  a l t i t u d e  a t  which rec la m a tion  i s  

known to have taken p la ce  was 850 f e e t  ( i n  S k e l t o n ) , a h e ig h t  

which, even today i s  above the g en era l  l e v e l  o f  c u l t i v a t i o n .

Most rec lam ation  took p la ce  somewhere between th e se  two 

extrem es, and by the time the p er iod  c lo s e s  in  1650, l i t t l e  

moorland remained below 650-700 f e e t .

The e x te n t  o f  rec lam ation  was a ls o  c o n tr o l le d  by the  

g e o lo g ic a l  ch a ra cter  o f  t h i s  su b -reg io n . Most of the  

rec la m ation  c a rr ie d  out up to the m id -n in eteen th  century  

concerned moorland developed on the g l a c i a l  s o i l s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

on the boulder c la y  up to  a h e ig h t  o f  650 f e e t ,  and to a l e s s e r  

e x te n t  on the la r g e  areas o f  g l a c i a l  sand and g r a v e l .  Very



184-

l i t t l e  rec lam ation  was accom plished on the ac id  s o i l s  o f  the  

Moor G r it ,  (even when lower in  a l t i t u d e )  which forms the High 

Moors o f  such p a r ish e s  as Sneaton and F y l in g d a le s ,  and which, 

even to  the p resen t  day, supports moorland v e g e ta t io n #

During the period  under d i s c u s s io n  there  were two 

im portant changes in  the lan d -u se  o f  the C oasta l P la te a u ; -  an 

in c r e a s e  in  the ara b le  acreage to  j u s t  over h a l f  the improved 

land and the rec la m a tio n  o f  most moorland below 700 f e e t .  These 

changes accompanied the f i n a l  en c lo su re  o f  the open f i e l d s  and 

e s ta b l i s h e d  a la n d -u se  p a ttern  th a t  remained alm ost unchanged 

fo r  n e a r ly  h a l f  a cen tu ry .

Region I I  The Moors and D ales

In the v a s t  expanse o f  moorland to the south o f  the

boulder c la y  p la te a u  the l a t e  e ig h te e n th  cen tury  saw few

s i g n i f i c a n t  changes. The h eath er-co vered  moorland i t s e l f ,

t r a d i t i o n a l l y  used as sheepwalk, was grazed in  common by the

f lo c k s  from numerous farms s i t u a t e d  in  the d a le s  and the

neighbouring  low land s. Sheep were grazed a t  the r a te  o f  one

animal to  ten  a c r e s .  They spent t h e ir  e n t i r e  l i v e s  on the

moors, only  b e in g  brought down to the e n c lo sed  d a le s  p a s tu res

15during the breed ing sea son . Wool was an im portant product,  

M arshall W. Rural Economy o f  Y orkshire , 1788 V o l . I I ,  p . 281.
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and, d e s p i te  i t s  c o a r se n e ss ,  found a market in  the West R id in g .  

Mutton was a l s o  v a lu ed , the sheep being so ld  o f f  in  the autumn 

a t  the age o f  four to  f i v e  years  to  he fa t te n e d  on the lowland  

p a s tu r es  o f  the Vale o f  P ic k e r in g .  The market fo r  meat was a 

l o c a l  one, c h i e f l y  con fin ed  to  the market towns o f  the V ale ,  

and i t  seems probable th a t ,  when M arshall and Tuke v i s i t e d  and 

d e sc r ib ed  the area they  saw a system o f  both r e a r in g  and 

m arketing which had not changed fo r  c e n t u r ie s .  The sheep  

them selves  were hardy an im als , sm all and b la c k - fa c e d ,  w ith  lo n g ,  

coarse  w ool, a breed which, accord in g  to  M arshall -  -  i s  

p e c u l ia r ly  adapted to  the extreme b leakn ess  o f  the c l im a tu r e ,  

and the extreme c o a rsen ess  o f  the h e r b a g e . T h e  breed had

not changed fo r  c e n tu r ie s ,  and ind eed , in  some view s was
o 17

" -  -  -  n e a r ly  as good as the s o i l  and c lim a te  w i l l  a d m it .“

The sm all f l e e c e s  produced by th ese  sheep, the low p r ic e
18fe tc h e d  by both the wool and the c a r c a se s ,  and the heavy l o s s e s

19caused by d is e a s e  and bad weather l e f t  the farmers w ith  very  

l i t t l e  p r o f i t  from t h e ir  moorland g ra z in g .

I b id ,  p . 221.

17 Tuke J .  o p .c i t . ,  p . 2 6 3 .

1 o
M arshall W. o p .c i t . ,  p p .2 30-231 .

I b id .  Note on p . 282.
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In the d a le s  which d i s s e c t  the moors, c o n d it io n s  were

l e s s  r ig o r o u s .  Much o f  the land was in  arab le  or improved

p asture  and had a lrea d y  lo n g  been under c u l t i v a t i o n .  Enclosure

had been completed in  most p a r ish e s  w ith ou t r e s o r t  to A cts  o f

P arliam en t, and the Eak-Leven v a l l e y  in  the north  was the on ly

d a le  where o p e n - f i e ld s  were r e ta in e d  a f t e r  1750. These soon

d isap p eared . By 1754 Danby p a r ish  had on ly  one sm all o p e n - f ie ld

20c a l l e d  Carlw ate, and p lan s were a lrea d y  made fo r  i t s  e n c lo s u r e .  

A cts o f  parliam ent passed fo r  K ild a le  in  1775> Egton in  1776 and 

W esterdale in  1811, marked the end o f  o p e n - f i e ld  c u l t i v a t i o n  in  

the d a le ,  and indeed in  the whole o f  the moorland r e g io n .  Thus, 

by the time the reg io n  was v i s i t e d  and d escr ib ed  by W illiam  

M arshall and John Tuke towards the end o f  the e ig h te e n th  

cen tu ry , the d a le s  a lrea d y  had a system o f  farming based on the  

use o f  sm all e n c lo sed  f i e l d s .  C u lt iv a t io n  was widespread in  a l l  

the major d a le s ,  and the sm all f i e l d s ,  surrounded by hedges

Note in  the f i e l d  book o f  the Danby E s ta te  Agent, 1 7 5 4 :-
‘•The above Carlwate i s  an Open f i e l d ,  la y s  fa r r  o f  the  
Qccupyers makes the land s u f f e r  and does the Tenants
l i t t l e  good. I  purpose to  in c lo s e  i t  in t o  4 or 5 C lo se s ;
the fen ce  D itch es  w i l l  Drain the land which i s  wanted, and 
la y  i t  to  one or two o f  the n e a r e s t  Tenants to i t  th a t  i s  
good o n e s ."
A l a t e r  note  in  the same volume (1787) b e g in s ,
"As Carlwate i s  now I n c lo s 'd  -  -  - ."
North R id ing  Record O f f ic e ,  Danby E s ta te  rec o rd s .



187

or w a l l s ,  reached as h igh  up the v a l l e y  s id e s  as s o i l ,  s lop e
21and economic c o n d it io n s  would perm it.

The type o f  farming which could be attem pted in  the

d a le s  was s t r i c t l y  l im i t e d  by the r igo rou s  c l im a te .  *'The g r ea t

a l t i t u d e , ” says Tuke, "renders the c l im a te  extrem ely  co ld  and

bleak , -  -  -  and i t  fr e q u e n t ly  happens th a t  the crops are cut

lo n g  before  they  are r ip e ,  and are s t i l l  in  the f i e l d  when the
22ground i s  covered w ith  snow .” The s o i l s  he d escr ib ed  as

”a b lack  moory earth  upon a c la y ,  a sandy s o i l ,  in  some p la c e s

in term ixed  w ith  la r g e  g r i t - s t o n e s ,  upon a s h a le ,  and a l i g h t  loam
23upon a g r i t  r o c k .” In  t h i s  unpromising environment rye and 

m aslin  p e r s i s t e d  as  the c h i e f  g ra in  crops much l a t e r  than in  

the more favoured low lands surrounding the moors. In  1788 when
p

W illiam  M arshall d escr ib ed  the r e g io n ,  m aslin  was s t i l l  w ide ly  

grown in  the d a le s ,  though a lrea d y  i t  had l a r g e ly  disappeared  

from the surrounding low lan d s. Eye was a ls o  f a i r l y  common, but 

-  -  even th e r e ,  the a l t e r a t i o n  o f  s o i l s  by lim e has been such,  

th a t  wheat i s  become the more p r e v a le n t  c r o p .”^^ Oats and

21 ( i )  Prom the Danby E s ta te  records and the sev en teen th  century  
survey o f  B i l s d a le  quoted above, i t  seems th a t  few f i e l d s  were 
o f  more than f i v e  a c r e s .
( i i )  Tuke o p .c i t . , p . 16 . ”- — The l e v e l  land a t  the bottoms o f  
the v a le s  i s  seldom more than 200 or 500 yards in  breadth , but 
the land i s  g e n e r a l ly  c u l t iv a t e d  from h a l f  a m ile  to a m ile  and 
a h a l f  up the h i l l s ,  though the su rfa ce  i s  in  many p la c e s  very  
i r r e g u l a r . ”

22 Tuke, o p .c i t . ,  p . 3*

I b i d . ,  p . 16. M arshall W. o p .c i t .  V o l . I I ,  p . 15.
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p o ta to e s  were the on ly  o ther  arab le  crops o f  any im portance,

and both were w e l l - s u i t e d  to  the l a t e  h a r v e s t in g  season  which

the c l im a te  imposed upon the r e g io n .  The produ ction  o f  o a ts

was s t im u la ted  by the demands o f  the "manufacturing p a r ts  o f

West Y orksh ire ,"  where oaten  bread was g e n e r a l ly  e a te n .  "This,"

says  M arsh all,  "accounts fo r  t h e i r  h igh  p r ic e  a t  h a r v e st  h ere ,
25

compared w ith  th a t  which they bear in  o th er  p la c e s ."  P o ta to e s  

were much favoured , as th ose  grown in  the moorlands were fr e e  

from the "curled  top d isea se "  which a f f e c t e d  a l l  the lowland  

a r e a s .  Even a t  t h i s  e a r ly  d a te ,  the moorland d a le s  were 

th e r e fo r e  en jo y in g  some advantage as s u p p l ie r s  o f  seed p o ta to e s .  

Small changes in  the a rab le  farming o f  the d a le s  were

apparent even in  the tw elve  y ea rs  which separated  the surveys
!

o f  M arshall and Tuke. The d ecrease  in  the acreage devoted to  

m aslin  and r y e ,  noted by M arshall had con tin u ed , and i t  i s  

c le a r  from both Tuke*s survey and the Crop Returns o f  1801 th a t  

both crops had become i n s i g n i f i c a n t ,  having disappeared  

a l t o g e t h e r  from alm ost h a l f  the p a r is h e s .  Wheat and o a ts  now 

occupied most o f  the ara b le  lan d , though wheat could r a r e ly  be 

r ip en ed  above 600  f e e t  or o ther  g ra in s  above 800 f e e t ,  excep t  

where a sp e c t  and s o i l  were fa v o u ra b le . Turnips and p o ta to e s  

were grown in  r o t a t io n  w ith  the gra in  cro p s. j

I b i d . ,  p . 22.

-,4



Table 20. Acreages under arable crops, 1801. (Region I I ) .
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Parish <D s?
u(Q

CO-pQ)0
© fH

w©0-p©-p
0,

©©

©

u ©0 P4 •H© a

II
' j■p0EH

©
•g Sf•H ©
à bOu <

(Danby 250 68 500 8 78 18 72 994 13,860
(Kildale 120 14 200 0 25 3 30 392 5,730
(Sgton 409-& 128^ 439 8& 170 68 1,229 13,570

Eskdale (Eskdaleside 85 20 110 0 25 8 50 298 3,776
(G laisdale 220 60 300 0 50 20 30 680 8,370
(Groathland 115 20 160 6 50 15 12 378 11,030
(Ugglebamby 134- 30 168 0 34 15 36 417 2,210

( B ilsdale 165 1 132 0 0 37 1 336 14,470
South ( Hawnby 9 8 i 28 451 f 32^ 60# 3 94^ 768& 7,07026
west ( Lastiji^am 4-Oé 115 894% 21# 90#

47#
12& 345# 1,886

dales ( Rose dale 

Cloughton +

114l 33i 317& 24 6 52Î 8971 7,812

Staintondale 232& 54 333& 4 123# 8 121& 8761 2,780
, Harwood Dale 166 12 278 0 52 3 77 588 5,557

Totals 2,5163 5865 4,264 104# 806 154 9891

26 The to ta l  average of Lastingham parish i s  now much l e s s  than the 
acreage of arable land given here. The returns must have included  
some o f  the neighbouring parishes, but i t  i s  not possib le  to discover  
which ones.
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But a lthough gra in s  occupied more o f  the arable  land

than any other  crop (Table 20) corn was not an important

product o f  the d a le s .  In Tuke's e s t im a t io n ,  not more than

o n e - f i f t h  o f  the land was a r a b le ,  and the farmers' c h ie f  source

o f  income was from the c a t t l e  and numerous sheep which grazed

on the improved p a stu res  o f  the d a le s  and on the open moorland.

The c a t t l e  were T eesw aters, s im ila r  to  those kept on the

Boulder Clay P la te a u . They were o f  good q u a l i t y  and were

intended  mainly fo r  b e e f .  They were kept fo r  most o f  the year

on the improved d a le s  p a s tu r e s ,  but in  summer were sen t  up to
27the h igh er  p astu res  near the moorland margins. Oxen and 

young b u l ls  were s t i l l  w ide ly  used on the farms as draught 

an im als , and th ese  to o ,  were so ld  to  lowland g r a z ie r s^ to  be
■«M'28fa t te n e d  fo r  b e e f  a f t e r  working fo r  s ix  or seven y e a r s .

The c o n se r v a t ism  in  farming noted in  the Boulder Clay

P la te a u , was a lso  apparent throughout the moorland d a le s .  New

crops were accepted  only s low ly; h orses had y e t  to rep lace  oxen

fo r  farm work, and the breeds o f  both c a t t l e  and sheep had

undergone l i t t l e  change. Hay remained the t r a d i t io n a l  w inter

fodder and was grown, according  to  custom, on the lo w - ly in g

watermeadows bordering the r iv e r s .  As these  meadows were not 

often ploughed out, new and improved grasses were rarely introduced.

27

28

Tuke, o p .c i t . ,  p . 179, and M arshall, o p .c i t . , p . 281. 

Tuke, i b i d ,  p . 2 5 3 .
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Thus, in  the da les , farming appears to have made even l e s s  progress during

the la te  eighteenth centuiy than in  the Boulder Clay Plateau to the north,

despite  the early disappearance of open-fie lds from the region.

During the f i r s t  for ty  years of the nineteenth century grassland

continued to form the major part of the improved land. Table 21 shows 
however, that the proportion of arable increased from Tuke*s estimate of

Tabl e  21. Land-use from the Tithe schedules I838- I 85O. Region I I ) .

Parish irable % Grass Wood Moor Total

(Commondale 516 66.4 260.5 33.6 12 336.5 1,131
(Egton 1,965 25.8 5,646 74.2 440 7,094 15,146

493 37.4 825 62.6 265 2,193 3,776
450 k2.é 600 57.2 260 8,353 9,886

(Ugglebamby 701 43.1 924 56.9 - 277 1,902
(Westerdale 411 21.9 1,470 78.1 28 14,020 15,930

(B ilsda le
( Mid cable 1,400 21.2 5,183 78 .8 388 12,000 18,971
(B ilsda le  West 620 38.1 1,008 61.9 227 2,145 4,014
(Bransdale ” 320 33.2 645 66.8 - 4,000 4,965
(Bransdale
( East and 652 26.1 1,850 73.9 72 2,403 4,977
(Pamdale H i^

South- ( Quarter
west (Pamdale Low

3 1 .é 68.4dales ( Quarter 286 575 29 1,500 2,390
(Pamdale East 900 34.' 1,740 65.9 117 6,341 9,103
( Hawnby 190 28.( 489 72.0 - 1,147 1,826
(L ask ill  
( Pasture 274 33.( 540 66.4 187 2,000 3,080
( Lastingham 227 7 3 .; 82 26.5 4 - 406
(Rosedale East 722 31.7 1,554 68.3 81 2,754 5,112
vRosedale West 300 37.5 500 62.5 100 1,800 2,700

^M oorr 1,181 66.1 605 33.9 190 3,580 5,557

Total 11,608 32.1 24,496 67.9 2,500 71 , 943.5 110,872

The discrepancy of 325 acres i s  accounted for  by roads, quarries, e tc .
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one f i f t h  in  the l a t e  eighteenth  centu iy , to  about one th ird  

when the Tithe survey was taken. Only in  W esterdale, the l a s t  

parish  to  enclose i t s  o p e n -f ie ld s ,  and in  Upper B i l s d a le ,  did  

the proportion remain unaltered . This increase  in  the arable 

land, even in  the remote d a le s ,  i s  comparable with the increase  

noted during the same period in  the Boulder Clay P la teau , and 

here, as in  the Boulder Clay P lateau, was accompanied by an 

increase  in  population. The increase was a la rg er  one, 

reaching over 1 ,5 0 0  between I801 and I 8 4 1  ̂ d esp ite  a small dec line  

in  many p laces  in  the tv/enties and t h i r t i e s .  This d e c l in e  in  

population came during the period of ag r icu ltu ra l rec ess io n  

fo llow in g  the end o f  the Napoleonic Wars and the passing o f  the  

Corn laws in  I8 15# This depression in  farming caused the  

emigration o f  farming fa m il ie s  from the d a le s ,  notably to  

America. Corn p r ice s  in  the d i s t r i c t  were low, a g r icu ltu ra l  

wages were low, l e s s  labour was employed by tenant farmers and



193

by 1853 r e n ts  o f  farms in  r u r a l  a r ea s  were e s t im a te d  to  have

dropped by as much as f o r t y  per c e n t .  Many sm all land-ow ners

were fo r c e d  to  s e l l ,  and i t  was th e y ,  on the whole who became 
29the em ig ra n ts . To add to  the tr o u b le s  o f  the farm ers , the  

p r ic e  o f  l im e  was a t  t h i s  time very  h ig h ,  and lim e was 

co n se q u en tly  l e s s  w id e ly  used on d a le s  farms than fo rm er ly . In  

such a d i s t r i c t  a s  t h i s ,  where the su c c e s s  o f  a r a b le  farm ing  

depended upon the l i b e r a l  use  o f  lim e t h i s  was d i s a s t r o u s ,  and 

on the heavy c la y  land found i n  p a tch es  in  a l l  the d a le s ,  y i e l d s  

in  1855 had d ecreased  by more than o n e - th ir d  from t h e i r  e a r l i e r  

l e v e l s .  L i t t l e  land i s  reputed  to  have gone out o f  c u l t i v a t i o n  

but the in c r e a s e  in  the a rab le  acreage  which was apparent by 

the m iddle o f  the  cen tu ry  must have been co n f in ed  to  the p er io d  

b e fo re  1812, when the  e n c lo su r e  o f  the commons and w a s te s ,  "gave 

freedom to  the s p i r i t  o f  improvement,"^^ and h ig h  wartime p r i c e s  

and the demand fo r  corn made such an e x te n s io n  o f  p loughland  

w o r th -w h ile .

R eclam ation o f  moorland gave r i s e  to  fu r th e r  changes in  

la n d -u se  during the p er iod  1750-1850 . In the d a le s  and a lo n g  

the  scarp  f o o t  rec la im ed  land spread upwards from the upper 

margin o f  the o ld e r  improved land as i t  had done during the  

p r e ce d in g  c e n t u r ie s .  Table 22 shows the acreage  o f  in ta k e s  

recorded  in  the T ith e  su rvey .

M inutes o f  ev id en ce  taken b e fo r e  a S e l e c t  Committee on 
A g r i c u l t u r e ,1855 . The area d e sc r ib ed  was a square between  
W hitby, Danby, K irbym oorside , Maiton and Scarborough.

20 M arshall W. o p .c i t . , p . 285.
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In  the d a le s ,  by fa r  th e  g r e a t e s t  p rop o r tio n  o f  the  

in t a k e s  la y  in  E skdale  and i t s  t r ib u ta r y  d a le s .  F ig .  25 shows 

th a t  most o f  the in ta k e s  were sm all and s c a t t e r e d ,  and formed a 

new upper l i m i t  o f  c u l t i v a t i o n .  In W esterdale  fo r  in s t a n c e ,  

the  in ta k e s  l a y  g e n e r a l ly  between 6 0 0  and 700 f e e t  on the s te e p  

upper s lo p e s  o f  the v a l l e y  s i d e s .  O c c a s io n a l ly  they reached  

1 ,0 0 0  f e e t ,  but always they  were some d is ta n c e  below the  moorland 

summit and w e l l  w ith in  the c o n f in e s  o f  the d a le .  As F ig .  25 

shows, they  were stru n g  out a lo n g  the moorland edge in  a 

d is c o n t in u o u s  b e l t  not more than a few hundred yards w id e , but  

e x ten d in g  the  f u l l  le n g th  o f  the d a le  from i t s  broad head to  i t s  

ju n c t io n  w ith  the main Eak-Leven v a l l e y .

Traces o f  the same p a t te r n  are d i s c e r n ib le  in  a i l  the  

d a l e s ,  but w ith  s l i g h t  v a r ia t io n s  in  the  a l t i t u d e  o f  the in ta k e s  

from one d a le  to  a n o th er . In  g e n e ra l  however, the in t a k e s  were 

above 700 f e e t  -  the o ld  l i m i t  o f  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  but d id  not  

exceed  1 ,0 0 0  f e e t  ex cep t  a t  the v a l l e y  heads and i n  i s o l a t e d  

p la c e s  a lo n g  the v a l l e y  s i d e s .  The e f f e c t  o f  r ec la m a tio n  was 

to  ir o n  out numerous i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  in  the h e ig h t  o f  the  

moorland ed ge , b r in g in g  i t  to an average o f  between 800 f e e t  

and 950 f e e t  i n  each o f  the d a le s .  Only in  the main Esk-Leve^\ 

v a l l e y  and in  the Murk Esk v a l l e y  near Goathland d id  the moorland 

edge remain a t  a lower a l t i t u d e ,  and in  th e se  p la c e s  r a r e ly  r o se  

above 600 f e e t .  These i n t a k e s ,  sm all though they  were 

i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  amounted to  remarkably la r g e  a rea s  a l l  t o l d ,  as
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Table 22. Reclam ation recorded  in  the T ith e  and o th e r Surveys. 

1750-1850. (Region I I ) .

P a rish  o r da le Acreage
reclaim ed Notes

V alley

South-w est
d a le s

Scarp

Summits

Commondale 78
Danby 482+
Egton 300

E skdaleside  cum 741
Ugglebamby 233
Goathland 93
K ild a le 1,000

W esterdale 544

B ilsd a le 380
B ransdale 250
F am dale 290
Hawnby 231
Lastingham 4
Rosedale 172

(

( Busby 
( Easby 
( G reat Ayton 
( G reat Broughton 
( Hutton LowerOSS 
( P in  chin thorp  e 
( Ing leby  A m c lif fe  
( N ether S il to n  
( Over S il to n  
( Osmotherley 
( Thimbleby

Padmoor • 
H utton-le-H ole  
P ick erin g  

( Blakey House

Total

15
32
46

246
21
79

336

279
31

1,180
2

7,065 +

M anorial Survey, 1754» 
Only a sm all p a r t  o f 
p a r is h  t i t h e d .

Tuke* s estim ate  o f S ir  
C. T urner’ s in ta k e s .

E s ta te  survey o f 1829 
reco rd s  445 ac res  in  
in ta k e s .

* Only p a r ts  of these  
p a r ish e s  l i e  w ith in  
Region I I .  The 
in ta k e s  inc luded  here 
a re  a l l  w ith in  th e  
Region. O thers ly in g  
o u ts id e  the  moorlands 
o r in  Region I I I  have 
been excluded.

M a rsh a ll 's  e s tim a te .
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Table 22 c l e a r l y  shows, and rep resen ted  the p iecem eal e f f o r t s  

o f  p r a c t i c a l l y  every  farmer.

A glow ing account o f  the achievem ents o f  some o f  the  

s m a l l - s c a le  improvers in  B i l s d a le  i s  g iv en  in  the comments 

appended by the incumbent to  the 1801 Crop Returns: "There are  

94 Farmers who are a laborous s e t  o f  P eo p le , in d e f a t ig a b le  in  

the improvement o f  th e ir  l i t t l e  Farms. B i l s d a le  i s  more improved 

w ith in  the l a s t  20 y e a r s ,  than perhaps any one P a r ish  in  the  

whole N ation ."  The improvement may not have been confined  to
I

rec lam ation  and the l a s t  c la im  was undoubtedly ra th er  sweeping. 

N e v e r th e le s s  i t  does show th a t  the sm a lln ess  o f  a farm was no 

bar to  improvement.

In a d d it io n  to  th ese  s m a l l - s c a le  e n te r p r is e s  there  i s  

ev id en ce  th a t in  some o f  the d a le s  rec lam ation  was d e l ib e r a t e ly  

planned on a more am bitious s c a l e .  In E sk d a le s id e ,  Parliam entary  

Enclosure o f  the moors in  1760  r e s u l t e d  in  the rec lam ation  o f  

741  a c re s  on the g e n t ly - s lo p in g  south s id e  o f  the Esk v a l l e y ,  

m ostly  between 650  and 800 f e e t .  A l l  t h i s  lan d , ly in g  a d jacen t  

to  the upper l i m i t  o f  the o lder  en c lo sed  land , was shown on the  

en c lo su re  map as moorland. By the time o f  the T ithe  survey in  

1 84 4  i t  was d iv id ed  in to  neat rec ta n gu lar  f i e l d s ,  a l l  o f  which 

were improved. Elsewhere in  the Esk-Leven v a l l e y ,  sy s tem a tic  

en c lo su re  o f  r e l a t i v e l y  la r g e  areas took p la ce  w ithout the 

a s s i s t a n c e  o f  an Act o f  P arliam ent. In Danby there were two such
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a r e a s ,  one near Danby C a st le  where la r g e  in ta k e s  t o t a l l i n g  85 

acres  covered the spur between the main v a l l e y  and L i t t l e  

Fryupdale, and another in  the sm all t r ib u ta r y  v a l l e y  o f  

C lith erb eck  to the north  o f  the v i l l a g e  where 72 a cres  were 

e n c lo sed  and recla im ed between 1754 and 1620.^^ At E s k le t s ,  a 

high; remote area near the source o f  the Bsk, in ta k e s  o f  over  

184 a cres  were recorded in  the T ithe su rvey , a l l  l y in g  above 

800 f e e t  and forming a compact area round the farm steads.

This i s  one o f  the few p la c es  where rec lam ation  appears to  

have been a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  the making o f  new farms.

By fa r  the most sp ec ta cu la r  rec lam ation  scheme was a t  

K ild a le ,  where S ir  Charles Turner, in  the l a t e  1770' s ,  s ta r te d  

to  improve about 1 ,000  a c r e s ,  s i tu a te d  p a r t ly  in  the Leven 

v a l l e y  and p a r t ly  on the neighbouring moorland. The v a l l e y  

land had form erly  been en c lo sed  and c u l t iv a t e d ,  though when 

Turner began h i s  improvements i t  had been n e g lec ted  fo r  a long  

t im e. By 1785, when W illiam  M arshall v i s i t e d  K i ld a le ,  the  

improvements were w e l l  under way, w ith  150 a cres  a lread y  l e t  

o f f  in  a s in g le  farm a t  £150 per y ea r , and w ith  " -  -  -  three  

or four more s u b s t a n t ia l  farm houses" under c o n s tr u c t io n .

In the scarplands bordering the moors, a fu r th e r  e x te n s io n  

o f  improved land took p lace  as the l i m i t  o f  c u l t iv a t i o n  was

Danby E sta te  Records, e ig h te e n th  and n in eteen th  c e n tu r ie s .  

North R id ing  Record O f f ic e .
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pushed upwards from the low lands. C u lt iv a t io n  on the scarp  

i t s e l f  was l im ite d  by the s te e p n e ss  o f  the g r a d ie n t ,  and the  

in ta k e s  were g e n e r a l ly  con fin ed  e i t h e r  to  the scarp f o o t ,  as 

in  Over S i l t o n ,  Easby and Great Broughton, or to the f l o o r s  

and lower s lo p e s  o f  r e -e n tr a n t  v a l l e y s  such as the v a l l e y  o f  

Sorrow Beck in  Nether S i l t o n ,  and a sm aller  v a l l e y  in  Hutton 

Lowcross. Reclam ation on the scarp i t s e l f  was u s u a l ly  in  the  

form o f  p la n t a t io n s ,  the l a r g e s t  o f which were in  Great 

Broughton and Nether S i l t o n .  Only where the g r a d ien t  o f  the  

scarp decreased  to an average o f  l e s s  than one in  s i x  was 

th ere  any attem pt a t  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  n o tab ly  in  Great Ayton, 

where in ta k e s  reached upwards to the scarp c r e s t .  In  the  

scarp lands as in  the d a le s ,  the l a r g e s t  rec la im ed areas  

appear to  have been made fo l lo w in g  Parliam entary Enclosure  

and r e s u l t e d  from c a r e fu l  p lanning . In Great Broughton t h i s  

was c e r t a in ly  the c a se .  In Osmotherly and Nether S i l t o n  the  

g eo m etr ica l  la y o u t o f  the reclaim ed land su g g es ts  such a 

planned e n c lo su r e ,  though no maps have come to  l i g h t  to  confirm  

t h i s .  In both p a r ish es  the rec tan g u lar  in ta k e s  are reached  

from the v i l l a g e  by s t r a ig h t  la n e s ,  c a l le d  in  each case "Moor 

Lane;" the la n es  end abrup tly  where the upper edge o f  the  

in ta k e s  a d jo in s  the moor. In shape and g en era l alignm ent  

n e i th e r  the la n e s  nor the f i e l d  boundaries bear any r e la t io n  to  

the contour o f  the la n d , and c le a r ly  o r ig in a te d  as l i n e s  drawn
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w ith  r u le r  and p e n c i l  on a su r v e y o r ’ s p la n .

I t  was during the l a s t  h a l f  o f  th e  e ig h te e n th  cen tu ry

th a t  r ec la m a tio n  o f  the moorland beyond the  d a le s  was f i r s t

a ttem p ted  on a la r g e  s c a l e .  S ir  C harles T u rn er 's  scheme on the

moors o f  Kempswithen, between K i ld a le  and B a y sd a le , was one o f

the  f i r s t ,  and was p a r t i c u la r ly  remarkable a s  i t  r e s u l t e d  from
52the e n t e r p r i s e  o f  a s i n g le  landowner. Other e a r ly  a ttem p ts  a t

r e c la m a t io n  i n  such a s i t u a t i o n  u s u a l ly  r e s u l t e d  d i r e c t l y  from

p a r lia m en ta ry  e n c lo su r e  o f  the m oorlands. At M iddleton  near

P ic k e r in g ,  e n c lo su r e  about I 7 60  was fo l lo w e d  by the p lou g h in g

up o f  some o f  the moorland. The experim ent was d e sc r ib e d  by

M arshall as f o l lo w s :  "The s i t e  which was p r i n c i p a l l y  chosen

fo r  the  e s s a y s  which have been made, are the  low er s k i r t s  o f

the Moorland h i l l s ,  under the n orthern  s te e p  o f  the l im e s to n e

h e i g h t s .  This s i t u a t i o n  was in  a degree o f  s h e l t e r ,  was near

the c u l t iv a t e d  cou n try , and the s o i l  i n  th a t  v a l l e y  i s  b e t t e r

53than i t  i s  h ig h er  up the s id e s  o f  the  h i l l s . "  The a c tu a l  

p o s i t i o n  cannot be found now a s ,  owing to  boundary changes 

M iddleton  p a r ish  no lo n g e r  ex ten d s  in t o  the moors, but i t  was 

undoubtedly  on the  outcrop o f  K ellaw ays Rock, on the lo w er ,  

sou th ern  s lo p e s  o f  the moors, where the h e ig h t  r a r e ly  exceed s

The fo u n d a t io n s  o f  the e n c lo s in g  w a l l s  can s t i l l  (1955) "be 
found among the h e a th e r .

M arsh all  W. o p .c i t . .  V o l . I I ,  p p .285-287 .
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700 f e e t .  The en c losu re  o f  P ick er in g  moors in  1785 and o f  

padmoor in  1795 a ls o  r e s u l t e d  in  the rec lam ation  o f  very la rg e  

areas -  1 ,180  a cres  in  P ick er in g  High Moor and a fu r th er  279 

a cres  in  Padmoor, a l l  on the southern s lo p e s  in  ’the l e e  o f  the  

l im esto n e  scarp , but ex tend ing  in  P ick er in g  as high as 900 f e e t .  

The exact amount o f  rec lam ation  which fo llo w ed  en c losu re  can be 

d isco v ered  by comparing the Enclosure maps w ith  the T ithe maps, 

made alm ost h a l f  a century l a t e r .  Not a l l  the en c lo sed  moorland 

was recla im ed in  e i t h e r  p a r ish ,  e s p e c i a l ly  in  the h ig h e s t  p a r t s ,  

though i t  was a l l  d iv id ed  in to  a l lo tm e n ts  w ith  neat geo m etr ica l  

o u t l i n e s .  In both p la c e s ,  rec lam ation  was accompanied by the  

b u i ld in g  o f  new farm h o u ses , i s o la t e d  from one another and from 

the e x i s t in g  v i l l a g e s .  In most other p a r is h e s ,  en c losu re  o f  

moorland o u ts id e  the d a le s  was l im ite d  to very sm all areas  -  20 

a cres  surrounding Wether House on the moorland summit above 

B i l s d a l e ,  51 a cres  a t  H u tton -le -H ole  a long the outer margins o f  

the o ld er  improved land , and as l i t t l e  as two acres  a t  Blakey  

House, on the r id g e  between parndale and R osed ale , where an 

a l t i t u d e  o f  a lm ost 1 , 5 0 0  f e e t  made improvement on any s c a le  a 

remarkable achievem ent.

I t  i s  c le a r  from the examples which have been quoted that  

throughout the moorland r e g io n ,  reclaim ed land extended up to  

unprecedented h e ig h t s .  The usua l h e ig h t  o f  the in ta k es  was 

between 800 and 950 f e e t ,  w ith  some reach ing  as high as 1 ,500
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f e e t ,  e s p e c i a l ly  near the heads o f  the la rg e  d a le s .  There are  

few in s ta n c e s  o f  rec lam ation  below 600 f e e t ,  most o f  t h i s  lower 

land having been brought under c u l t iv a t i o n  much e a r l i e r .  There 

seems to  be l i t t l e  or no connection  between the h e ig h t  o f  the  

in ta k e s  and th e ir  a s p e c t .  In Eskdale fo r  in s ta n c e ,  the h ig h e s t  

. in ta k e s  (over 1 ,000  f e e t ) ,  are on the north-westward fa c in g  

s lo p e s  o f  both the main v a l l e y  and the south bank tr ib u ta r y  

d a le s  such as W esterdale and G la isd a le ,  w h ile  the lo w est  in ta k e s ,  

a t  500 to 600  f e e t  are on the southw ard-facing s lo p e s  o f  the  

main v a l l e y .  In Goathland, where a l l  the in ta k es  are below TOO 

f e e t ,  they n ear ly  a l l  occupy the so u th - fa c in g  s lo p e s ;  a t  

E s k le t s ,  w ith  in ta k e s  e n t i r e ly  above 800 f e e t ,  the a sp ec t  i s  

n o r th e r ly .  There i s  a very c lo s e  connection  however, between 

the upper l im i t  o f  the in ta k es  and the outcrop o f  Upper Lias  

S h a le s .  In the d a le s  and on the scarp face  th ese  sh a le s  form 

the upper p arts  o f  the s lo p e s .  A comparison o f  l a r g e - s c a le  

g e o lo g ic a l  maps w ith  the maps showing in ta k es  r e v e a ls  th a t  in  

most p la c e s  the in ta k e s  cease a t  or below the ju n c t io n  between  

the Upper Lias and the o v e r ly in g  g r i t s  o f  the E stuarine  S e r ie s .

In the few p la c e s  where the in ta k es  extend on to the G r it s ,  the  

area in vo lved  i s  not g r e a t ,  and indeed i s  fre q u en t ly  no more 

than the upper parts  o f  long f i e l d s ,  the lower ends o f  which  

are on the L ia s .  In Eskdale and Goathland, where the in ta k es  

are a t  u n u su a lly  low l e v e l s .  Lias sh a le s  are a b sen t ,  and the  

in ta k e s  l i e  e i t h e r  on the Moor G r it ,  or on the la y er  o f  g l a c i a l
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m a te r ia l  which o v e r l i e s  the  low er p a rt  o f  the  g r i t  ou tcro p .

L ias  S h a le s  are a l s o  a b sen t  from a l l  the  summit a r e a s ,  and 

here the in t a k e s  l i e  e n t i r e l y  on the  G r i t s ,  o r ,  a t  Fadmoor and 

P ic k e r in g ,  on the v a r ie d  sandy and c la y e y  s u r fa c e  o f  the  

K ellaw ays Rock. The e x i s t e n c e  o f  in t a k e s  on the  Moor G r it  in  

some p la c e s  shows q u i te  c l e a r l y  th a t  th e  s o i l s  d e r iv e d  from the  

G r its  were n o t  e n t i r e l y  u n s u i ta b le  f o r  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  though the  

s o i l s  d eve lop ed  on the  Upper L ias  may have been p r e fe r r e d  where 

a c h o ic e  e x i s t e d .  I t  i s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e ,  how ever, th a t  the  

w e tn e ss  o f  the  ground produced by sp r in g s  emerging a t  the  

upper s u r fa c e  o f  the L ia s ,  or the p r e c i p i t o u s  cra g s  formed by 

ou tcrop s  o f  m ass ive  san d ston e  near the  base o f  the  E stu a r in e  

S e r i e s ,  formed an e f f e c t i v e  b a r r ie r  to  r e c la m a t io n .

That much co u ld  be done to  overcome the  d isa d v a n ta g e s  o f  

poor s o i l  i s  shown c l e a r l y  in  the a c co u n ts  o f  r e c la m a t io n  g iv e n  

by W ill iam  M arshall and John Tuke. These f i r s t - h a n d  d e s c r i p t io n s  

are o f  p a r t i c u la r  i n t e r e s t  as th ey  p ro v id e  the e a r l i e s t  known 

e v id e n c e  o f  the  methods employed in  r e c la im in g  moorland. At 

M id d leton , a c c o r d in g  to  M a rsh a ll ,  the  p r i n c ip l e  o f  improvement 

*?wâs to  extend  the  c u l t i v a t e d  country  in t o  the h e a r t  o f  the

M orelands,"  and the c h i e f  aim was to  grow corn .^^  With t h i s
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end i n  v iew , the e n c lo s e d  land was f i r s t  broken up e i t h e r  by

p a r in g  and burn ing  or by f a l lo w in g ,  -  -  which l a t t e r  was

perform ed i n  a s in g u la r  manner. The heath  b e in g  p r e v io u s ly

s in g e d  o f f ,  the land  was plow ed, and s u f f e r e d  to  l i e  u n s t ir r e d

i n  a rough furrow fo r  two y e a r s , i n  order to  g iv e  the r o o t s

tim e to  r o t .  The th ir d  y ear  i t  was s t i r r e d  as fa l lo w ;  and the

fo u r th  y ear  cropped ."  In  a d d i t io n ,  lim e was added a t  the

55r a te  o f  " three  to  s i x  or seven  ch a ld ron s  an a c r e ."  The f i r s t  

crop s to  be sown on the newly prepared land  were w heat, r y e ,  

o a t s ,  p o ta to e s  and t u r n ip s ,  a l l  o f  which are  e x h a u s t iv e  c r o p s .

A s im i la r  method was used  on newly e n c lo s e d  moorland "on the  

e a s t  s id e  o f  R osed a le  and H a rto ft ," ^ ^  e x ce p t  th a t  the  i n i t i a l  

p lo u g h in g  was fo l lo w e d  by o n ly  one year  o f  f a l l o w ,  a f t e r  which  

the  land was l im e d , ploughed a g a in  and sown w ith  rye or w heat.

F urther  n o r th ,  a t  Kempswithen, p lo u g h in g  and l im in g  

were a g a in  the f i r s t  s t a g e s  i n  improvement. By 1783 most o f  

t h i s  land had been e n c lo s e d  w ith  ston e  w a l l s  and p a r t  o f  i t  

ploughed up and lim ed ready to  be sown w ith  corn . T his proved  

to  be a m is ta k e ,  as the p o s i t i o n  o f  Kempswithen on the summit 

o f  the r id g e  between K i ld a le  and B a y sd a le ,  a t  a h e ig h t  o f  950  

f e e t ,  rendered  i t  too  exposed to  a l lo w  the crop much chance o f

Norms 1 l im in g ;  2 -4  cha ld ron s per a c r e .  1 cha ldron  = 32 b u sh e ls
= 1 cw t.

Tuke J .  o p .c i t . ,  p . 215.



204

r e a c h in g  m a tu r ity .  In  a d d i t io n ,  the moorland s o i l  compared

u n favou rab ly  w ith  th a t  o f  the n e igh b o u r in g  v a l l e y  f l o o r ,  and

was b e t t e r  s u i t e d  to  the g r a ss  which was su b se q u e n t ly  grovm

upon i t ,  the hay from which was reputed  to  have been equal in

v a lu e  to  th a t  from much r ic h e r  la n d .  A l l  th e  same, M arshall

gave s c a n t  p r a i s e  to  the exp er im en t, though i n  f a i r n e s s  to  the

landowner perhaps i t  shou ld  be s a id  th a t  the f i v e  y e a r s  which

had e la p se d  between the b e g in n in g  o f  the scheme and the

p u b l i c a t io n  o f  M a r s h a l l ' s  book d id  n o t  g iv e  much time fo r  the

r e s u l t s  to  be a s s e s s e d .  By the tim e Tuke saw Kempswithen S ir

C harles Turner had d ie d  and the  p a s tu r e s  were s u f f e r i n g  from

n e g l e c t ,  ru sh es  and l i n g  hav in g  been a llo w ed  to  grow among the

g r a s s .  But even so the improvements which had been a c h ie v e d

37were s u f f i c i e n t l y  ob v io u s  to  earn h i s  p r a i s e ,  and th e re  was 

s t i l l  a marked d i f f e r e n c e  between the g r a s sy  sward i n s i d e  the  

i n c lo s u r e s  and the h ea th er  moor beyond, showing th a t  improved  

p a s tu r e s  cou ld  be c r e a te d  out o f  the moorland w ith  c o n s id e r a b le  

s u c c e s s .  In d eed , r e c la m a t io n  fo r  p a s tu r e  met w ith  much g r e a t e r  

s u c c e s s  than the  a ttem p ts  to  c o n v e r t  moorland in t o  t i l l a g e ,  and 

M arsh all  q u o tes  as  an example what was perhaps the h i g h e s t ,  and 

s m a l l e s t  r e c la m a t io n  scheme known to  him. T h is  was about two

■^7" Tuke J .  o p . c i t . ,  p . 203.
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a c r e s ,  " s i t u a t e d  near the  h ig h e s t  s w e l l  o f  th e s e  m ounta ins,"  

n ear B lakey  House. I t  was v e ry  c a r e f u l l y  manured w ith  l im e ,  

a sh e s  and cow-dung, a sm a ll  p a tch  b e in g  worked over  ev ery  y e a r .  

Corn crop s and p o t a t o e s  had a l l  f a i l e d ,  but i n  I 7 8 5  when 

M arsh a ll  saw i t ,  "very  p r o d u c t iv e  gra ss la n d "  o ccu p ied  most o f
■7 Q

th e  a r e a .^

Though the  s u c c e s s  o f  th e se  fo u r  exp er im en ts  i n  

r e c la m a t io n  v a r ie d  c o n s id e r a b ly  the methods by which th ey  were  

c a r r ie d  out had a good d e a l  i n  common. Both S i r  C h arles  Turner  

a t  Kempswithen and the un-named im prover a t  H a r to f t  began by 

p lo u g h in g  up the ground and add ing  la r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  l im e  to  

p r e v e n t  the  h e a th e r  r e - e s t a b l i s h i n g  i t s e l f .  H a r to f t  l i e s  near  

enough to  the C o r a l l ia n  o u tcrop  f o r  s u p p l i e s  o f  l im e  to  be 

o b ta in ed  e a s i l y  and a t  no g r e a t  c o s t ,  but a t  Kempswithen the  

c o s t  o f  t r a n s p o r t in g  i t  added c o n s id e r a b ly  to  the  p r i c e .  The 

f i r s t  crop to  be sown was corn which v a r ie d  a t  H a r to f t  from rye  

on g r a v e l l y  s o i l s  to  wheat on heavy c la y .  No reco rd  e x i s t s  o f  

the  g r a in s  sown a t  Kempswithen. The growing o f  corn a t  such an 

e a r l y  s ta g e  was p robab ly  the g r e a t e s t  m istake  th a t  cou ld  have  

been made a s ,  in  Tuke»s v iew , " th is  im poverish ed  the la n d ,  and 

the  expense  o f  l im e and c a r r ia g e  was too  g r e a t  f o r  the q u a n t i ty  

o f  corn which co u ld  be produced th e re  to  repay  i t .  Economy as
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w e l l  a s  s k i l l ,  i s  n e c e s s a r y  i n  the improvement o f  such barren

la n d ,  which can n ever  repay g r e a t  e x p e n se s;  and t h i s  must be

in c u r r e d  when corn i s  a ttem p ted  to  be grown. I f  green  crops

and g r a s s ,  f o r  the  support o f  sm a ll  c a t t l e  and sh eep , had been

th e  o b j e c t ,  the land  would have been much more im proved, a t  an

expense  o f  perhaps n o t  more than o n e - s i x t h  p a r t  o f  what was l a i d  

39o u t ,"  T h is  v iew  had a lr e a d y  been e x p r essed  by M arsh all when 

he s a id  " I t  appears to  my mind th a t  a man who a t tem p ts  a t  p r e s e n t  

to  crop th e s e  h ea th s  w ith  co rn , must e i t h e r  be i n  n a tu r a l  

a b i l i t i e s  e x tr em e ly  d e f i c i e n t ,  t o t a l l y  uninform ed i n  r u r a l  

a f f a i r s ,  or u n f o r t u n a t e ly  g i f t e d  w ith  more g e n iu s  than judgem ent. 

To b e g in  w ith  c a r r y in g  o f f  the  means o f  p r o d u c t iv e n e s s  i n  the  

shape o f  g r a in  (w hich  th e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  corn i m p l ie s )  from a 

s o i l  which i t  i s  to  be f e a r e d  n a t u r a l ly  c o n ta in s  them i n  v e r y  

in c o n s id e r a b le  q u a n t i t y ,  i s  i r r e c o n c i l a b l e  w ith  common s e n s e .

But w h i le  i n t e l l i g e n t  and w e l l - in fo r m e d  men such as  

M arshall and Tuke r e a l i s e d  the im providence o f  c o n v e r t in g  

moorland i n t o  t i l l a g e ,  the m a jo r ity  o f  farm ers s t i l l  c o n s id e r e d  

the  growing o f  corn to  be th e  main o b je c t  o f  any improvement.

T h is  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  the  r e a so n s  u s u a l l y  g iv e n  in  support o f  

a p p l i c a t i o n s  fo r  E n c lo su re  A c t s .  In the E sk d a le s id e  E n clo su re  

A ct f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i t  i s  s t a t e d ;  "The moors and commons a t

39 Tuke J .  o p . c i t . ,  p . 203.  

M arshall W. o p . c i t . ,  p . 288.
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p r e s e n t  a f f o r d  l i t t l e  or no p r o f i t  or a d v a n ta g e , but are  

cap ab le  o f  g r e a t  improvement, and the  same would ( i f  d iv id e d  

and i n c lo s e d  so  th a t  th ey  may be c o n v erted  i n t o  t i l l a g e )  be o f

g r e a t  advantage to  the ----- p erso n s  i n t e r e s t e d  t h e r e in .

Everywhere where e n c lo s u r e  was on a la r g e  s c a l e  and o f  f a i r l y  

r e c e n t  o r i g i n ,  a r a b le  land  predom inated , even though much o f  

th e  land  concerned was above 800 f e e t  which Tuke regarded  as  

the upper l i m i t  f o r  the  growth o f  any k ind  o f  g r a in .  On the  

s m a l le r  i n t a k e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  th o se  su rroun din g  the  d a l e s ,  

p a s tu r e  u s u a l l y  o ccu p ied  a g r e a te r  acrea g e  than a r a b le  by the  

tim e o f  the  T ith e  su rv e y . I t  i s  im portant to  remember how ever,  

t h a t  the T ith e  su rvey  g i v e s  la n d -u se  in fo r m a tio n  f o r  o n ly  one 

y e a r ,  th a t  i t  was made a f t e r  a lo n g  p e r io d  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

d e c l i n e  when th e r e  was l i t t l e  i n c e n t iv e  to  keep m arginal land  

under the  p lo u g h , and th a t  a t  l e a s t  f o r t y  y e a r s  had e la p se d  

s in c e  Tuke e x p r e sse d  h i s  v iew s  on the b e s t  methods o f  u s in g  

r ec la im e d  la n d .

p l a n t a t i o n s  were prom inent in  some r ec la im ed  a r e a s ,  but  

t h e i r  a g g r eg a te  acrea g e  formed o n ly  a sm a ll  p a r t  o f  the t o t a l  

r e c la im e d  la n d .  The p la n t a t i o n s  on the scarp  fa c e  in  Great 

Broughton and N ether  S i l t o n  have been m entioned a lr e a d y ,  and 

th e r e  were s i m i l a r ,  though sm a l le r  a r ea s  i n  L i t t l e  Ayton and

A ct f o r  the I n c lo s u r e  o f  Commons and Waste Lands in

E sk d a les id e -cu m -U ggleb arn b y  I 7 6 O, p . 2 .
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Busby. In  E s k d a le s id e ,  th r ee  sm a ll  p l a n t a t i o n s  were made on 

the  e n c lo s e d  moorland; i n  B ransd ale  s e v e r a l  la r g e  a r e a s  were  

p la n te d  near  the  moorland summit. In  Hawnby, woods were p la n te d  

i n  lo n g ,  narrow s t r i p s  n ear  the  moorland e d g e ,  where th ey  would  

a c t  a s  w in d -b reak s f o r  the  c u l t i v a t e d  la n d .  These are  the  o n ly  

in s t a n c e s  o f  the p la n t in g  o f  woodland a s  a means o f  r e c la im in g  

m oorland, reco rd ed  i n  th e  T ith e  su rv e y .

More than h a l f  a cen tu ry  e a r l i e r  how ever, W illiam

M arsh a ll  s t r o n g ly  recommended the  p la n t in g  o f  t r e e s  a s  a

s u i t a b l e  means o f  s t a r t i n g  to  r e c la im ,  f o r ,  he c la im e d , when

the woods became e s t a b l i s h e d ,  they  would p r o v id e  s h e l t e r  fo r

s to c k  and "would in  a l l  human p r o b a b i l i t y  change the  c l im a tu r e

o f  th e s e  b leak  s w e l l s  so fa r  as to  g iv e  due encouragem ent to
42

the  herbage which m ight be c u l t i v a t e d  upon them." The t r e e s  

he su g g e s te d  fo r  the  purpose in c lu d e d  S co tch  F i r ,  B ir c h ,  Norway 

Sp ru ce , la r c h  and oak, a l l  u s e f u l  f o r  t h e i r  t im b er , and a l l  

s p e c i e s  which i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  were used  by the F o r e s tr y  Commission  

a cen tu ry  and a h a l f  l a t e r .  C h arlton  w r i t in g  in  1779> a l s o  

e x p r e sse d  h i s  v iew s  on p o s s i b l e  methods o f  r e c la im in g  some o f  

the m oorland, s t r e s s i n g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  the  need f o r  adequate  

dra in age  o f  the  w e t t e r  p a r t s .  In  h i s  o p in io n  " they  must f i r s t  

be i n c l o s e d ,  and a f t e r  th a t  th orou gh ly  d ra in ed  o f  th e  w ater  th a t

A 9
^ M arsh a ll  W. o p . c i t . ,  p . 289.
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now a lm o st  everywhere s ta n d s  upon them: then  a fter w a r d s  th ey  

ought to  be w e l l  fe n c e d ,  and p la n te d  here  and th e re  w ith  t r e e s ,  

so a s  to  defen d  them from the c o ld  and b leak  winds t h a t  now 

h in d er  them from prod u cin g  a n y th in g  but l i n g .  When t h i s  i s  

done th e y  sh ou ld  be plowed in  such manner t h a t  th e r e  may be 

alw ays an e a sy  d e s c e n t  by which the w ater  may be c a r r ie d  o f f ;  

f o r  i t  i s  beyond a l l  doubt th a t  moor i s  o r i g i n a l l y  produced by 

c o ld ,  and by a s t a g n a t io n  o f  w ater upon i t . T h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s ,  

sound though th ey  proved to  b e ,  were f a r  beyond the  means o f  

sm a ll  fa rm ers .  Bothb d r a in in g  and p la n t in g  r e q u ir e d  c o n s id e r a b le  

r e s e r v e s  o f  lab ou r  and c a p i t a l ,  and new p la n t a t io n s  cou ld  n o t  be 

e x p e c ted  to  produce any r e tu r n  fo r  a t  l e a s t  twenty y e a r s .  I t  

was p rob ab ly  these , c o n s id e r a t io n s  which in  p a r t  a t  l e a s t ,  

p re v en te d  th e  more w idesp read  u se  o f  p l a n t a t i o n s  on the  i n t a k e s .

The in s t a n c e s  o f  r e c la m a t io n  which have been quoted show 

c l e a r l y  th a t  th e r e  were g r e a t  changes in  the e x te n t  o f  the  

improved land  in  the  moors and d a le s  between 1 7 5 0  and 1 8 5 0 .  Very  

few o f  th e s e  changes can be a c c u r a t e ly  dated  w i t h in  the  p e r io d ,  

and the  T ith e  su rv e y , which f u r n is h e s  the most d e t a i l e d  and 

p r e c i s e  in fo r m a tio n  about the l o c a t i o n  o f  improved la n d ,  does  

n ot co ver  the  e n t i r e  r e g io n .  The o n ly  maps g iv in g  a com plete  

coverage  d u rin g  the p e r io d  are  th o se  p u b lish e d  by Greenwood i n

C h arlton  L. H is to r y  o f  W hitby, 1 7 7 9 ,  P - 3 5 2 .
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1 8 1 7  and T eesd a le  in  1 8 2 8 .  A comparison o f  th e s e  maps w ith  

one an oth er  ( F ig s .  24 and 25 ) and w ith  the T ith e  map ( F ig .  2 1 ) ,  

r e v e a l s  some o f  the changes which occurred  i n  the p e r io d s  which  

s e p a r a te d  t h e i r  p u b l i c a t i o n .  Between I 8 I 7 and 1 8 2 8  th e re  were 

few ch an ges . In deed , o n ly  a t  the head o f  B i l s d a l e  d id  th ey  

amount to  any more than the a d d i t io n  o f  one or two sm all f i e l d s  

to  the c u l t i v a t e d  a r e a ,  and in  K i ld a le  and B ransdale  some land  

had gone out o f  c u l t i v a t i o n  du rin g  the e le v e n  y ea r  p e r io d .

From 1 8 2 8  u n t i l  the T ith e  su rvey  th ere  were a l s o  few ch anges,  

a t  l e a s t  i n  the a rea s  f o r  which the T ith e  su rvey  i s  com p lete ,  

though an a c c u r a te  comparison o f  the  maps i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  make 

b ecau se  o f  the g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e  in  t h e i r  s c a l e s .  The main 

changes seem to  have been i n  the High Moors o f  P ic k e r in g  and a t  

E s k l e t s ,  where more land was rec la im ed  by the l a t e r  d a te .  In  

g e n e r a l  however, the o u t l i n e s  o f  the moorland edge in  the d a l e s ,  

a lo n g  the scarp  and i n  the summit a rea s  were v ery  much the same 

a t  a l l  th r e e  d a t e s .  Most o f  the  r e c la m a t io n ,  l i k e  the  

c o n v e r s io n  o f  p a s tu re  in t o  t i l l a g e ,  must have taken  p la c e  

t h e r e f o r e ,  b e fo re  1817 when economic i n c e n t iv e s  were g r e a t e r .

R egion I I I  The C o r a l l ia n  Lim estone H i l l s .

By 1 7 5 0  e n c lo s u r e  o f  the o p e n - f i e l d s ,  r e c la m a t io n  o f  

moorland and the c l e a r i n g  o f  woods had been g o in g  on f o r  a lo n g  

t im e . Woodland was by t h i s  time co n fin e d  m ainly  to  the s t e e p  

s lo p e s  o f  the  v a l l e y  s i d e s  and sca rp , but un rec la im ed  moorland
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s t i l l  o ccu p ied  a la r g e  p r o p o r t io n  o f  many p a r i s h e s ,  and open-  

f i e l d  c u l t i v a t i o n  h ere  rem ained the  r u le  r a th e r  than the  

e x c e p t io n .  A f t e r  1750 , p a r l ia m e n ta r y  e n c lo s u r e  o f  the  o p en -  

f i e l d s  was a cco m p lish ed  r a p i d l y .  Between 1751 and the  end o f  

the  c en tu ry  a t  l e a s t  tw en ty -on e  A c ts  o f  P a r l ia m e n t  were p a s se d  

a u t h o r i s i n g  e n c lo s u r e ,  and a f f e c t i n g  tw e n ty -se v e n  p a r i s h e s .  

E n clo su re  o f  the o p e n - f i e l d s  o f  the  whole s u b -r e g io n  was 

com pleted  i n  th e  f i r s t  ten  y e a r s  o f  th e  n in e t e e n t h  c en tu ry  w ith  

the  p a s s in g  o f  th r e e  more A c ts  -  f o r  K ir k d a le  and H elm sley  in  

1 8o6 , A l l e r s t o n  i n  1809 and I r t o n  and Seamer in  1810.

The p o s i t i o n  and e x t e n t  o f  the  improved land  i s  shown c l e a r l y  

on th e  e n c lo s u r e  maps, and i t  i s  u n fo r tu n a te  th a t  so few are  

e x ta n t  f o r  t h i s  r e g io n .  P ig .  22 , com piled  from th e s e  maps shows 

t h a t  b e fo re  e n c lo s u r e  the  improved farm land  g e n e r a l ly  ex ten d ed  

up from th e  n e ig h b o u r in g  low lan d s on to  th e  low er  so u th ern  s lo p e s  

o f  the  l im e s to n e  h i l l s .  The ju n c t io n  o f  the  improved land  w ith  

the  moorland was i r r e g u la r  both i n  h e ig h t  and o u t l i n e ,  b u t ,  w ith  

r a r e  e x c e p t i o n s ,  was w e l l  below the  summit o f  th e  d ip  s lo p e  and 

o n ly  o c c a s i o n a l l y  reached  700 f e e t .

When Arthur Young passed over the Hambleton H i l l s  in  1771» 

parliamentary enclosure had barely begun. Arable land was 

c u lt iv a te d  on the time-honoured ro ta t io n  o f fa l lo w , wheat and 

o a ts .  Turnips were ju s t  beginning to appear on some farms but 

were s t i l l  regarded as an i n n o v a t i o n . T h e  main source o f

Young A. Northern Tour, 1771- Vol I I ,  p . 90.
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income was d e r iv e d  from the f l o c k s  o f  sheep w h ich , a s  i n  the  

n e ig h b o u r in g  r e g i o n s ,  were k ep t  on the open moors. I t  i s  

u n fo r tu n a te  th a t  Young d id  n ot v i s i t  o th e r  p a r t s  o f  the  

r e g io n .  He saw o n ly  the  w e s te r n  e x tr e m ity  o f  the  l im e s to n e  

h e i g h t s ,  and h i s  r o u te  over  the  Hambletons la y  a lm o st  e n t i r e l y  

above 800 f e e t .  T h is  h e ig h t  i s  r a r e ly  a t t a i n e d  e ls e w h e r e ,  and 

h i s  im p r e s s io n s  o f  the  backward s t a t e  o f  farm ing were n ot  

n e c e s s a r i l y  tru e  o f  the  r e g io n  a s  a w h o le .

By the  tim e W illiam  M arsh a ll  made h i s  o b s e r v a t io n s ,  

tw e lv e  to  fo u r te e n  y e a r s  a f t e r  Young's v i s i t ,  many o f  th e  open-  

f i e l d s  had d isa p p ea r ed  or were in  the  p r o c e s s  o f  d o in g  s o ,  and 

"the s p i r i t  o f  improvement" was in  th e  a i r .  E n c lo su re  o f  the  

p a r i s h e s  b o r d e r in g  the  V ale  o f  P ic k e r in g  was accompanied by the  

d r a in in g  o f  the "carrs"  or water-m eadows, which from time  

immemorial had been in  permanent g r a s s .  D r a in in g  le d  to  the  

p lo u g h in g  out o f  the  o ld  g r a s s la n d  and th e  c o n v e r s io n  o f  th e  

r i c h  a l l u v i a l  land  i n t o  t i l l a g e .  At the same t im e , the  o ld  

a r a b le  f i e l d s  on the  l im e s to n e  s lo p e s  were f r e q u e n t ly  sown w ith  

g r a s s e s ,  and became th e  new, improved p a s t u r e s  and meadows. The 

common g r a z in g  la n d s  d isa p p e a r e d .  These were f a r - r e a c h in g  

changes i n  la n d -u s e  and a c c o r d in g  to  M a r sh a l l ,  " -  -  -  wrought 

a c o n s id e r a b le  change i n  what may be c a l l e d  the  ECONOMY OP 

LIVESTOCK -  -  - .  D a i r i e s  have in c r e a s e d .  G razing has been
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45in tr o d u c e d  and r e a r in g  has d e c l in e d ."  The l im e s to n e  margins  

o f  the  V ale  o f  P ic k e r in g  were in s e p a r a b le  in  t h e i r  economy 

from the  Vale i t s e l f ,  and the  whole area  became, i n  M a r s h a l l ' s  

day, an im portant producer o f  b u t t e r ,  c h e e se  and b e e f  f o r  both  

l o c a l  and d i s t a n t  m a r k e t s . T h e  change from a r a b le  to  g r a s s  

on n e w ly -e n c lo s e d  land co n tin u ed  the  tren d  which began as f a r  

back a s  th e  m id - s ix t e e n t h  c e n tu r y .

A t the  end o f  th e  e ig h t e e n t h  c en tu ry  when John Tuke 

w rote  h i s  r e p o r t ,  e n c lo s u r e  o f  the open f i e l d s  was a lm o st  

c o m p le te .  The o ld  r o t a t i o n  o f  f a l l o w ,  o a t s  and wheat was s t i l l  

w id e ly  u sed ; i n  some p la c e s  b eca u se  o f  the  c o n se r v a t ism  o f  the  

farm ers and landow ners; e lsew h er e  b ecau se  i t  proved to  be w e l l  

s u i t e d  to  p a r t i c u l a r  ty p e s  o f  s o i l .  On the  l i g h t  s o i l s ,  a fo u r ,  

f i v e  or s i x  y e a r  r o t a t i o n  had been in tr o d u c e d ,  which in c lu d e d  

b a r le y ,  c l o v e r ,  tu r n ip s  and g r a ss  se e d s  i n  a d d i t i o n . T h e  

p r e v a le n c e  o f  th e s e  crops in  p a r t i c u la r  p a r i s h e s  i s  shown i n  

the  Crop R eturns o f  1801 .

45 M arsh a ll  W. o p . c i t . ,  p . 180.

I b i d . ,  p p .1 9 4 - 1 9 6 . B u tte r  was s e n t  to  York, c h e e se  to  London 

and b e e f  c a t t l e  to  M alton.

Tuke J .  o p . c i t . ,  p p .6 0 -6 6 .  On the Hackness e s t a t e  both  sy stem s  
were in  use  a c c o r d in g  to  the s o i l  t y p e s .  There were a l s o  some 
m o d i f i c a t io n s  o f  thq new r o t a t i o n  on la n d  which proved  
u n s u i t a b le  f o r  c l o v e r ,  l e a v in g  h a l f  the farm in  permanent 
g r a s s  w h i le  the rem ainder was t i l l e d  on a 6 - f o l d  r o t a t i o n  w ith  
sown g r a s s e s  occu pying  th r e e  p a r t s  o f  th e  r o t a t i o n .
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CROPS IK ACBSS
Parish

Wheat Barley Oats
Rye or 
Moslin Potatoes Legumes

Rape or 
Turnips Total

(Ampleford 40 0 200 0 3 20 13 280
p. (Boltby &
0 ( Felixk irk 283 60 409 2 18 33 147 974
^  ^(Kilbum 127 22& 261 14 9 26^ 98 558
'g ;ij(Kirkby

fg( Knowle 87 9 126  ■ 2 9 11 40 284
0) ( Oswaldkirk 96 28 190 33 13 29 187 578
^  (Scawton 44 3 132 9 10 2 19 221

( Cawthome 360 61 228 0 4 i i i i 79 1.043&
 ̂ ( Cropton 310 44 125 0 4 60 23 566

^ ^(Helmsley 336& 174 -1 ,4 1 4 167 128 70 742i 3 ,2 3 2
'§ d(Kirbymoor- 
^ side 478 201 986 28 74 27& 3 7 l i 2 ,1 6 6
2 (Middleton 387 114 633 17 66 42 239 1,498
^  (Nawton 239 143 533 24 94 0 64 1 ,0 9 9

(Ayton East 141 158 162 0 16 33 130 640
( Brompton 2014  200 571 3 i 64& 32 3624 1,435
(Hackness 180 44 546 0 34 2 80 886

to (Hutton Buscei 234 182^ 366 3 73& 17 240 1 ,1 3 6
d ( Levisham 29 39 116g 2 28 8 51 273?

1,011*K(Lockton388 17t& 192 0 10 200 50
to ( Scarborough 34 0 40 0 2 4 15 95
S (s c a lb y ,  ) 274 32 478 2 139 12 95 1 ,0 7 2
8 (Bum iston ) 
d (Newby, ) 
®(Throxenby ) 
S ( Seamer &

( Irton 323 309 375 43 48 32 268 1 ,4 0 0
( Snainton 224 73 406 0 43 14 194 956
(Wykeham 73 67 105 0 42 7 132 428

Totals 5 ,3 1 3 2 , 161J 8594r 349i 936 813 i 3 , 642^ 2 1 , 832*

Ctover and ro ta tion  grasses were not included in the returns,
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U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  a r a b le  land  sown w ith  g r a s s e s  and c lo v e r  

i s  n o t in c lu d e d  in  the  r e t u r n s .  T h is tu r n ip  and c lo v e r  husbandry  

produced fod d er  crops on up to  h a l f  o f  the a r a b le  land  in  some 

y e a r s  and, to  a g r e a t  e x t e n t ,  r e p la c e d  th e  rough g r a z in g  o f  the  

r a p id ly  d is a p p e a r in g  commons. The acrea g e  o f  the permanent 

meadows and p a s tu r e s  a t  t h i s  tim e i s  not g iv e n .  Tuke e s t im a te d  

however, th a t  o n ly  one th ir d  o f  the improved land  was in  

t i l l a g e ,  thus l e a v i n g  a v e ry  h ig h  p r o p o r t io n  in  permanent g r a s s .  

Combined w ith  the  la r g e  q u a n t i ty  o f  a r a b le  land  d evoted  to  

fod d er  crops t h i s  s u g g e s t s  a mixed farm ing economy w ith  an 

em phasis on a n im a ls .

In the f i r s t  f o r t y  y e a r s  o f  the  n in e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y ,  t h i s  

r e g io n  was s u b j e c t  to the same f l u c t u a t i o n s  in  fo r tu n e  a s  the  

o th e r  two moorland r e g io n s ,  though the a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e p r e s s io n  

which fo l lo w e d  the  end o f  the  N ap o leo n ic  Wars was l e s s  marked 

here than i n  the d a l e s .  Y ie ld s  were m ainta ined  a t  t h e i r  former  

l e v e l  by the  u se  o f  bone m a n u r e . L i t t l e  land  was l e f t  

u n o ccu p ied . The v a lu e  o f  land f e l l  a la r m in g ly ,  and th e r e  were 

many changes i n  ownership accompanied by a r e d u c t io n  in  the  

amount o f  labou r  employed and the em ig r a t io n  o f  some farm 

w ork ers . P a r l ia m en ta ry  e n c lo s u r e  was by t h i s  time co m p le te ,  

and i t  seems l i k e l y ,  in  v iew  o f  the u n c e r ta in  s t a t e  o f  th e  m ark ets .

M inutes o f  E v id en ce , 18J5
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th a t  th e re  were few changes in  la n d -u se  f o r  a t  l e a s t  tw enty  

y e a r s  up to  1 8 5 ) .

Between 18)8  and 1 8 )0  when the  T ith e  su rvey  was com pleted  

c o n d i t io n s  had become more s t a b l e .  The s l i g h t  f l u c t u a t i o n s  in  

p o p u la t io n  which had c h a r a c t e r i s e d  the two p r e ce d in g  decades  

were r e p la c e d  i n  I 8 4 I by a g e n e r a l  i n c r e a s e ,  which in  a lm ost  

e v er y  p a r is h  brought the t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  w e l l  above the  1801  

l e v e l .  In d eed , the  t o t a l  in c r e a s e  i n  p o p u la t io n  between 1801 

and I 84 I  was over 5 ,0 0 0 ,  much o f  i t  in  the p a r is h e s  where farm ing  

was the main o c c u p a t io n .  The e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  in c r e a s e  on the  

la n d -u s e  i s  shown q u i t e  c l e a r l y  by the  s t a t i s t i c s  co n ta in e d  in  

the  T ith e  s u r v e y s .  The p r o p o r t io n  o f  a r a b le  land  had in c r e a s e d  

from T uke's e s t im a te  o f  a th ir d  o f  the improved land in  1800 to  

j u s t  over  a h a l f  ( 52^ )  i n  1 8 )8 -5 0  i n  the  p a r is h e s  which were  

t i t h e d .  In  the p a r i s h e s  where th e r e  had been a b ig  p o p u la t io n  

i n c r e a s e ,  the  p r o p o r t io n  o f  a r a b le  was o f t e n  much h ig h e r  than  

t h i s ,  though th e r e  were a few im portant e x c e p t io n s ,  n o ta b ly  

S proxton  and Cropton. The d a te s  a t  which t h i s  change took p la c e  

are n ot known, but i t  seems most l i k e l y  th a t  the  in c r e a s e  i n  the  

a r a b le  acrea g e  occu rred  e i t h e r  before  I 8 I 5 to  meet th e  wartime  

demand f o r  corn , or a f t e r  1 8 ) )  in  r e sp o n se  to  the  r i s e  in  the  

l o c a l  p o p u la t io n  and the i n c r e a s i n g  demands o f  the i n d u s t r i a l  areas.

4.9^  M inutes o f  E v id e n c e ,  1 8 ) ) .  The w i t n e s s  thought th e r e  had been  

no r e d u c t io n  i n  the  a crea g e  o f  corn i n  the l a s t  tw enty y e a r s .
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Table 24* Land-use from the Tithe schedules, 18)8-50. (Acres) .  
Region I I I .

Parish Arable $ G-rass % Wood Moor Total

Boltby 1,000 33.4 1,992 66.6 232 1 ,4 3 0 4 ,6 9 6
By land with Wass 186 38.5 298 6 1 .5 0 250 734
Gold Kirby 781 68.0 367 3 2 .0 69 383 1 ,6 2 0
Gowesby 420 5 4 .5 350 4 5 .5 30 331 1 ,1 3 0
Dale Tov/n 181 20.3 710 79.7 478 396 1 ,7 6 5
East Newton 333 7 2 .0 130 28.0 16 0 391
Hood Grange 230 8 3 .6 45 1 6 .4 36 0 311
Kepwick 500 3 7 .5 835 6 2 .5 - 1 ,4 0 0 2,933
Kilbum 984 3 6 .8 1,687 6 3 .2 143 32 2,868
Kirby Knov/le 576 51.7 539 48.3 139 227 1 ,3 3 6
Lays thorp e 70 22.6 240 77 .4 0 0 310
Old Byland 2,296 9 1 .0 228 9 .0 204 0 2,733
Oldstead 460 6 5 .7 240 34.3 377 274 1,361
Oswaldkirk 521 2 9 .0 1,276 7 1 .0 368 8 3,373
Scawton 682 48.5 725 3 1 .5 312 985 2,768
Sproxton 624 3 3 .4 1 ,2 4 8 66.6 776 163 2 ,8 1 3
Sutton-under- 
Whit e stone C liff e 956 5 4 .4 800 4 3 .6 7 1,763

I
Appleton-le-Moors 916 8 3 .7 179 1 6 .3 147 24 1 ,3 0 0

Beadlam 280 3 7 .4 470 6 2 .6 3 3 1 ,4 0 5
Cropton 1,000 2 6 .2 2 ,8 1 8 73.8 - - 3 ,8 1 8

Fadmoor 681 4 8 .7 717 3 1 .3 49 1 ,0 4 8 2,493
Gillamoor 692 48 .8 725 3 1 .2 70 1 ,0 5 3 2 ,3 4 0
Helmsley 872 3 3 .3 1,744 66.7 365 488 3 ,469
Hutton-le-Hole 610 6 5 .0 329 33.0 121 1,800 2,860
Kirbymo orsid e 1 ,6 0 0 5 4 .3 1,347 4 3 .7 - 331 3,478
Newton 921 6 2 .8 546 37.2 252 586 2,401

Pickering 5,100 7 1 .8 2,000 28.2 497 4 ,3 0 0 12,986
Pockley 961 5 0 .0 961 3 0 .0 270 200 2 ,3 9 2
Rievaulx 618 33.3 1 ,2 3 6 66.7 858 1,344 3 ,2 9 0
Skiplam 600 4 5 .5 718 3 4 .3 324 1 ,0 9 8 7 ,2 6 0

Spaunton 839 8 0 .7 200 1 9 .3 188 8,000 9,227

A llerston 1 ,8 3 0 60.1 1 ,2 1 7 39.9 273 6 ,6 7 7 10,000
Ebberston 283 4 2 .5 382 37.3 2 8,000 8 ,6 2 7
Levisham 563 59.7 380 4 0 .3 299 1 ,7 0 9 2 ,9 6 2
Wykeham 1,895 6 5 .7 990 34.3 420 4 ,2 3 0 7,333

Total 3 1 ,0 6 3 ^2.0 28 ,669 4 8 .0 7,341 47,210 123 ,392

N.B. Some land included in the parish t o t a l s  was not t i th e d .
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Reclam ation o f  moorland accounted f o r ; fu r th e r  changes

in  la n d -u se .  When Parliam entary enc losure  began, moorland s t i l l

occupied the h ig h e s t  s lo p es  o f  the l im eston e  h i l l s .  Arthur

Young, in  h i s  journey acro ss  the Hambletons, found an e x te n s iv e

t r a c t  o f  moorland e i t h e r  s id e  o f  the road, " -  -  -  a continued

r id g e  o f  black moors; e le v en  or twelve m ile s  long and from four
50to e ig h t  broad ." Further eastw ard, though the e le v a t io n  was 

g e n e r a l ly  low er, moorland was no l e s s  e x te n s iv e ,  and in  

P ick er in g  and A l le r s to n  e s p e c i a l l y ,  occupied alm ost the f u l l  

width o f  the l im esto n e  outcrop from the margins o f  the Vale o f  

P ic k e r in g  northward to  the scarp . E lsew here, moorland g e n e r a l ly  

la y  in  sm a ller ,  d isco n tin u ou s  a r e a s ,  confined  to  the h igher  

p a r ts  o f  each p a r ish ,  and w ith  only  i s o l a t e d  patches rem aining  

on the lower s lo p e s .  These moors are shown on P i g . 20. fo r  the  

few p a r ish es  fo r  which en c lo su re  maps e x i s t .  In the most 

e a s t e r ly  part o f  the reg ion  there  was s t i l l  much moorland. 

Enclosure A cts r e l a t in g  to  fo u r teen  o f  the twenty-one p a r ish es  

e a s t  o f  Thornton D ale , provided fo r  the en c lo su re  o f  more than  

20 ,000  a c re s  o f  moorland, m ostly  in  A l le r s to n  and Ebberston, 

but some even in  the lo w - ly in g  c o a s ta l  p a r ish es  o f  P a lsg ra v e ,  

Cloughton and Sca lby . A l l  th ese  moors, la rg e  and sm all ,  were 

the common grazin g  lands which had formed an in t e g r a l  part o f  

the o p e n - f ie ld  system .

50 Young A. Northern Tour, 1771. V o l . I I .  L e tte r  V II, p . 88.
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Enclosure o f  the o p e n - f ie ld s  was accompanied by the

en c lo su re  o f  the moors, always w ith  a view to th e ir  improvement.

That improvement was both p o s s ib le  and d e s ir a b le  was

reco g n ised  by many en lig h ten ed  farm ers. Arthur Young wrote

o f  the "black moors" o f  the Hambletons, " -  -  -  I t  i s

melancholy to t r a v e l  through such d e so la te  land when i t  i s  so

pa lp ab ly  capable o f  improvement. Much o f  i t  i s  greensward,

and wants noth ing but i n c lo s in g  and p loughing to be converted

a t  once in to  good farms. Even the b la c k e s t  p a r ts  are

e v id e n t ly  deep enough to a f fo r d ,  i f  drained where w et, a

good depth o f  s o i l  undoubtedly p r o f i t a b le  fo r  many a r t i c l e s  
51o f  c u ltu r e ."  The same op in ion  was echoed time and time

aga in  by M arshall and Tuke, and in  the preambles to  many

Enclosure A c ts .  Enclosure was the key to  improvement, and in

most p la c e s  had to  be c a rr ied  out w ith in  one or two years  o f
52the p a s s in g  o f  the A ct .

The e f f e c t  o f  en c lo su re  in  promoting the disappearance  

o f  moorland i s  apparent at l e a s t  as e a r ly  as 1817. Greenwood's
o

map shows the moorland confined  to a few compact a r e a s ,  s e v e r a l  

m ile s  apart (F ig .  2 4 ) .  The la r g e s t  o f  th ese  were i n  the h igh  

reg io n  o f  the Hambleton H i l l s  in  the w est and in  the Hackness 

H i l l s  in  the extreme e a s t  -  the two areas which had contained  

the la r g e s t  expanses o f  moorland in  the e ig h te e n th  cen tu ry .

51 Young A. o p .c i t . ,  p . 88

52 e .g .  East Ayton -  en c lo su re  to  be completed in  one year (1 7 6 8 ) .
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The c o a s t a l  p a r i s h e s  w ere by t h i s  t im e  e n t i r e l y  w i th o u t  

m o o rla n d . In  th e  c e n t r a l  p a r t  o i  th e  C o r a l l i a n  r e g i o n  most 

o f  th e  m oorland  had  d i s a p p e a r e d ,  and th e  sm a l l  a r e a s  r e m a in in g  

were  c o n f in e d  to  th e  summit o f  th e  d ip  s l o p e .

By 1828 when T e e s d a l e ' s  map was p u b l i s h e d ,  more 

m oorland  had d i s a p p e a r e d  -  from th e  H am bleton  H i l l s  n e a r  

Cowesby and K i l b u r n ,  from  th e  c e n t r a l  r e g i o n  i n  P i c k e r i n g  and 

Newton, and from th e  H ackness H i l l s  i n  T h o rn to n d a le  and Brom pton. 

Two a r e a s  a p p e a r  to  have  r e v e r t e d  to  m oorland  betw een 1817 and 

1828 , one sm a ll  one on th e  e a s t e r n  s lo p e s  o f  B lac k  H am ble ton , 

and a v e ry  l a r g e  one i n  A p p le to n - le -M o o r s .

These  and o t h e r  changes  a r e  shown i n  g r e a t e r  d e t a i l  f o r  

some p a r i s h e s  by th e  T i th e  s u r v e y s ,  made from  t e n  to  tw en ty  

y e a r s  a f t e r  T e e s d a le * s  map and more th a n  h a l f  a c e n t u r y  a f t e r  

most o f  th e  e n c lo s u r e  maps. The a c r e a g e  r e c la im e d  be tw een  th e  

two d a t e s  was i n  s e v e r a l  p a r i s h e s  r e m a r k a b le .  I n  A l l e r s t o n ,  

more th a n  2 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  were im p ro ved , m o s t ly  i n  a com pact b lo c k  

e x te n d in g  up th e  l im e s t o n e  d ip  s lo p e  from  th e  edge o f  th e  o ld  

e n c lo s e d  la n d  i n  th e  V ale  o f  P i c k e r i n g  t o  a h e i g h t  o f  a b o u t  

750 f e e t .  The o n ly  m oorland  r e m a in in g  n e a r  th e  v i l l a g e  was a 

s m a l l  a r e a ,  r e s e r v e d  a t  th e  t im e  o f  e n c l o s u r e ,  w here th e  l a n d 

h o l d e r s  c o u ld  o b t a i n  l im e  and m arl f o r  th e  im provem ent o f  t h e i r  

l a n d .  Even i n  th e  u n re c la im e d  m oorland  on th e  h i g h e s t  s lo p e s  

o f  th e  l im e s t o n e ,  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  sm a l l  i n t a k e s ,  a l l
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a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  i s o l a t e d  farms and amounting to  118 a c r e s  a l l  

t o l d .  In  P ic k e r in g  a fu r th e r  1 ,5 0 0  a c r e s  was rec la im ed  i n  a 

s im i la r  s i t u a t i o n ,  and the T ith e  map shows a r e c ta n g u la r  p a t t e r n  

o f  f i e l d s  occupying  the former moorland. Other f i e l d s  were 

s t i l l  unrec la im ed  even though th ey  were e n c lo s e d ,  and i t  i s  

c le a r  th a t  in  P ic k e r in g  r ec la m a tio n  o f  the e n c lo s e d  land was 

s t i l l  p r o c e e d in g , even though f i f t y - t h r e e  y e a r s  had e la p se d  

between p a r lia m en ta ry  e n c lo su r e  in  1785 and the  T ith e  survey  

in  1838 . Very l i t t l e  moorland remained however, and t h i s  v;as 

n e a r ly  a l l  on the summit o f  the d ip  s l o p e ,  above 6 5 O f e e t .

In the n e igh b ou r in g  p a r is h  o f  Newton a l s o ,  moorland was 

reduced to  a sm all area  in  the h ig h e s t  p a r t  o f  the p a r is h .

Further  w e s t ,  in  K irbym oorside , Padmoor and G illam oor,  

the numerous sm all commons w hich, in  1 7 8 8  had occu p ied  p a r ts  o f  

the d ip  s lo p e ,  had a l l  been r e c la im e d , thus adding a fu r th e r  

9 9 0  a c r e s  to  the improved la n d . In  K ilb u rn , on the so u th 

w e ste rn  edge o f  the Ham bletons, rec la im ed  land  spread up the  

s t e e p  s lo p e  o f  the s o u t h - f a c in g  f a u l t  scarp  to  a h e ig h t  o f  over  

9 5 0  f e e t  on the f l a t  l im e s to n e  summit. E n closu re  o f  the  moors 

d id  not takg p la c e  u n t i l  1829; and as  much as 7 31  a c r e s  was

rec la im ed  by 1840*

F ie ld  names in  the T ith e  sc h e d u le s  i n d i c a t i n g  former  

moorland a l s o  g iv e  e v id en ce  o f  r e c la m a tio n  i n  about o n e - t h ir d  o f  

the p a r is h e s  ( F ig .  2 3 ) .  O ften  the a reas  thus shown were la r g e .
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In the Hambleton H i l l s  a lo n e  th e r e  were 428 a c r e s  i n  Cowesby 

and K irby Knowle, 224 a c r e s  in  B o ltb y  and 127 a c r e s  in  the sm all  

p a r is h  o f  Murton. A creages  fo r  o th er  p a r is h e s  are shown in  

Table 25* In  some o f  t h e s e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  the Hambleton H i l l s ,  

the rec la im ed  land was s i t u a t e d  on the  scarp  fa c e  and the s t e e p  

v a l l e y  s i d e s .  Only a few r ec la im ed  f i e l d s  occu p ied  the f l a t  

summits. E ast  o f  the Ham bletons, a lm ost a l l  the r e c la m a tio n  

was on the  summits, and occu p ied  p o s i t i o n s  very  s im i la r  to  

th o se  a lr e a d y  d e sc r ib e d  in  P ic k e r in g  and A l l e r s t o n .

Everywhere however, as in  the  o th e r  r e g io n s ,  the  e f f e c t  

o f  r e c la m a tio n  was s im i la r ;  moorland d isap p eared  from the low er  

s l o p e s ,  and the  l i m i t  o f  c u l t i v a t i o n  was pushed upwards to  

h e ig h t s  g e n e r a l ly  e x c e e d in g  600-700  f e e t .  In d eed , moorland 

d isa p p ea red  a l t o g e t h e r  from most o f  the  low c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f  the  

r e g io n ,  and i t  was o n ly  in  the Hambleton H i l l s  and the  Hackness 

H i l l s ,  where the a l t i t u d e  i s  g r e a t e s t ,  and the sandy beds o f  

the C o r a l l ia n  most e x te n s iv e  th a t  la r g e  a rea s  o f  moorland 

remained a f t e r  1850.

Methods o f  r e c la im in g  were m o d if ied  to  s u i t  d i f f e r i n g  

ty p e s  o f  s o i l ,  though a l l  r e c la m a tio n  in  the r e g io n  was 

g r e a t l y  h e lp ed  by the e a se  w ith  which l im e  cou ld  be o b ta in e d .

John Tuke d e s c r ib e s  two r ec la m a tio n  schem es, both  near the  

c e n tr e  o f  the r e g io n ,  both undertaken  as  a r e s u l t  o f  P ar lia m en tary  

E n c lo su r e ,  and both r e l y in g  to  a g r e a t  e x te n t  on cop iou s  l im in g .
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Table 25* Region I I I  -  Acreage o f  land  rec la im ed , 1750-1850

P a r ish Acreage
reclaim ed

Source of 
inform ation

Ampleforth 407 Reclaimed I 8O6- 5O 
(enc lo su re )

Boltby 224 F ie ld  names
Cold Kirby 70 F ie ld  names.
Cowesby and Kirby Knov^le 428 F ie ld  names
Kilburn ' 731 Reclaimed 1829-40 

( enclosure)
Kepwick 31 F ie ld  names
Murton 118 <t 11

Oldstead 127 « It
Oswaldkirk 87 tt II

Scawton 9 II II

Sut ton 84 1» II

Beadlam

Padmoor )

653 Reclaimed a f t e r  I 819 
( enclosure)

G-illamoor 1 992 Reclaimed a f t e r  1788
Kirbymoorside ) 1 (enc lo su re )
Newton 476 Reclaimed a f t e r  1785 

(en c lo su re )
P ick er ing 1,503 Reclaimed a f t e r  1785 

( enclosure)
Skiplam 82 F ie ld  names
Spaunton 76 ’• II

A lle rs to n 2,099 Reclaimed a f t e r  I 8IO 
(en c lo su re )

Ayton E as t 11 F ie ld  names
Ayton West 91 II M

Brompton 23 II II

Broxa 19 Reclaimed a f t e r  I 819 
(en c lo su re )

Ebberston 15 F ie ld  names
Hackness 31 Reclaimed a f t e r  I 819 

(en c lo su re )
Hutton Buscel 59 F ie ld  names
Levisham 51 •• II

Lockton 70 Tu^e* s estim ate  
F ib ld  namesScalby 24

Seamer 408 Reclaimed a f t e r  I 8O9 (en c lo su re )
II 1819 1»S ilp h o 38

Thornton dale 717 II II 1780 «
Wykeham 178 F ie ld  names. TOTAL 9,932
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One o f  th ese  was begun round about 1790, on a part o f

Lockton Moor which had been en c lo sed  by Act o f  Parliam ent in  
53

1 7 8 4 . The h o ld in g  c o n s is te d  o f  about 70 a cres  o f  rough

moorland ’’which would not l e t t  fo r  more than l / -  per acre before  

i t  was in c lo s e d ,"  The owner began c a u t io u s ly  by rec la im in g  on ly  

48  a c r e s .  "The s o i l  c o n s is t e d  -  -  -  o f  benty peat upon red  

g r i t s t o n e ,  w ith  a mixture o f  c la y  upon l im e sto n e ."  On t h i s  

type o f  land the v e g e ta t io n  u s u a l ly  c o n s i s t s  o f  heather and 

coarse  g r a s s e s ,  sometimes w ith  bracken in  more sh e lte r e d  

p o s i t i o n s .  A fte r  paring  and burning, p loughing  and l im in g ,

(two and a h a l f  chaldrons o f  lim e per a c r e ) , 47 a cres  were sown 

w ith  rape and the o ther  one acre w ith  r y e .  The second year the  

same land was sown w ith  o a ts  and grass  seeds ( in c lu d in g  white  

c lo v e r ) ,  fo llow ed  by tu rn ip s  and p o ta to e s .  Good crops o f  r y e ,
1

hay and p o ta to e s  were ob ta in ed , though the y i e l d s  o f  rape, 

o a ts  and turn ip s were poorer than had been exp ected .  

N e v e r th e le s s ,  the improvement in  the land a f t e r  o n l y  a very  

few years  was s u f f i c i e n t  to warrant the b u i ld in g  o f  a farm 

house on i t .

On a somewhat la r g e r  s c a le  was the rec lam ation  c a rr ied  

out by Mr. Richard Simpson^^ a t  S a in t o f t  Grange, a farm o f  315

53 Tuke J , o p .c i t . ,  p p .203-204* 

Op.c i t . ,  p p .204-214"
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a c r e s  which had been a l l o t t e d  to  him in  1785 when the  commons

o f  P ic k e r in g  and Newton were e n c lo s e d .  When Simpson took over

the farm in  1787 the  e n t i r e  area c o n s i s t e d  o f  rough moorland

which had never  been c u l t i v a t e d  b e fo r e .  I t s  v a lu e  was

e s t im a te d  a t  under s ix - p e n c e  per a c r e .  The v e g e t a t i o n  was

m ain ly  h e a th e r ,  w ith  v a r y in g  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  bracken and c o a rse

g r a s s  in te r m ix e d .  But though the  su r fa c e  v e g e t a t i o n  was more

or l e s s  uniform  the owner was a b le  to  i d e n t i f y ,  b e fo r e  he

s t a r t e d  h i s  im provem ents, th r e e  d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  o f  s o i l  a l l

r e q u ir in g  d i f f e r e n t  tre a tm en t .  He c l a s s i f i e d  them as f o l lo w s

"C lass I  -  100 a c r e s  p r e t t y  s tr o n g  loam, o f  a moderate  

d e p th , upon l im e s t o n e .

C la ss  I I  -  70 a c r e s  o f  a deep sandy s o i l ,  w ith  more or

l e s s  o f  a r e d - s t o n e  e a r th  in te r m ix e d .

C la ss  I I I  -  145 a c r e s  o f  a b la c k  moory s o i l . "

C la ss  I I I  was fu r th e r  su b d iv id ed  on a b a s is  o f  the  s u b s o i l  which

v a r ie d  from "a l i g h t  sandy loam in te rm ix ed  w ith  a f r e e - s t o n e

gra v e l"  to  "a hard cemented g rey  sand o f  a most unprom ising

ap p earan ce , as im p en etra b le  to  w ater  as the  c l o s e s t  g ra in ed

55s t o n e ,  and a lm o st  a s  hard ."

55 These s o i l  ty p e s  have been d e sc r ib e d  i n  d e t a i l  b ecause  th e y  
a l l  occur r e p e a t e d ly  in  the r e g io n  and th e  methods used  in  
r e c la im in g  them are  th e r e f o r e  o f  p a r t i c u la r  i n t e r e s t .  The 
hard-pan i n  C la s s  I I I  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  w id esp rea d .
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By c a r e f u l  c u l t i v a t i o n  the  e n t i r e  farm was brought  

under the  p lough by the end o f  fo u r  y e a r s ,  and even the  p o o r e s t  

s o i l  o f  C la ss  I I I  was producing  r e a so n a b ly  good crops o f  g r a s s  

and c lo v e r ,  though tu r n ip s  and g r a in  had n o t  been v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  

On the b e t t e r  land  g r a in  and r o o t  crops had su cc ee d e d , but i n  

s p i t e  o f  t h i s  Sim pson’ s c h i e f  aim was to  improve h i s  sheep  

p a s tu r e  r a th e r  than to  co n v ert  moorland im m ed ia te ly  i n t o  g r a in  

la n d .  T h is  p o l i c y  may w e l l  be the  rea so n  f o r  h i s  s u c c e s s .  He 

r e a d i l y  adm itted  t h a t  he would n ot have a ttem p ted  to  c u l t i v a t e  

th e  p o o r e s t  land "had i t  n o t u n a v o id a b ly  f a l l e n  w i th in  the  

r in g  f e n c e  o f  th e  farm, and b e in g  a lr e a d y  i n c l o s e d ,  th e re  was 

a g r e a t e r  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  i t s  p a y in g  f o r  the improvement."

As a t  L ockton , the  land was f i r s t  pared and b u rn t, and 

a f t e r  b e in g  ploughed once was lim ed ready f o r  the  sow ing o f  the  

f i r s t  crop . The amount o f  l im e  v a r ie d ,  but was as much as fo u r  

ch a ld ro n s  per a c re  on the  p o o r e s t  la n d .  There was a good d e a l  

o f  v a r i a t i o n  in  the  crop s e l e c t e d  f o r  the  f i r s t  sow ing on th e  

newly p loughed la n d .  On the  b e t t e r  land Simpson t r i e d  o a t s ,  

rape and tu r n ip s ,  o f  which th e  l a t t e r  were h ig h ly  s u c c e s s f u l ,  

and as th ey  were e a te n  on th e  lan d  by sh eep , cou ld  be fo l lo w e d  

by o a t s  the  n e x t  y e a r .  On the  poorer  lan d  tu r n ip s  d id  n ot prove  

to  be a good c h o ic e  as  "the bottom s (were) i n  g e n e r a l  n o t  

l a r g e r  than the  common h e d g e -cr a b ."
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The r o t a t i o n  o f  crops w ith  which Simpson was s u c c e s s f u l  

spread o ver  a p e r io d  o f  s i x  to  e ig h t  y e a r s ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  o a t s  

and tu r n ip s  grown f o r  a year  each , fo l lo w e d  by e i t h e r  rye  and 

g r a s s  s e e d s  or o a t s  and g r a ss  se ed s  sown t o g e t h e r .  A f t e r  th e  

corn  had been h a r v e s te d  the  g r a s s  was l e f t  f o r  from th r e e  to  

f i v e  y e a r s ,  d u r in g  which tim e i t  was used as p a s tu r e  fo r  sh eep .

The t u r n i p s  w ere  a l s o  f e d  to  sh eep  on th e  l a n d ,  so t h a t  d u r i n g  

a t  l e a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  o u t  o f  an  e i g h t  y e a r  r o t a t i o n  th e  f i e l d s  

w ere  s to c k e d  w i th  a n im a l s .  E x h a u s t iv e  c ro p s  su ch  a s  g r a i n s  o r  

p o t a t o e s  w ere  n e v e r  grown two y e a r s  i n  s u c c e s s i o n .  Each t im e  

th e  p a s t u r e  was p lo u g h e d  o u t  more l im e  was a d d ed ;  th u s  th e  s o i l  

7/as c o n t i n u a l l y  b e in g  im proved  by b o th  a n im a l  m anure and l im e .

I t  was found by Simpson and o th e r s  t h a t  the  p lo u g h in g  

up o f  moorland w ith o u t  burning d id  not produce s a t i s f a c t o r y  

r e s u l t s ,  even  i f  th e  same q u a n t i t i e s  o f  lim e and manure were  

added to  the  unburnt as to  the  burnt la n d . In  d e s c r ib in g  the  

e f f e c t s  o f  t h i s  trea tm en t on 10 a c r e s  o f  h i s  own land Simpson  

rem arks, " -  -  -  I  had s u f f i c i e n t  cause  to  r ep e n t  i t ,  f o r  I  

have n o t  even had one m id d lin g  crop from i t  s in c e ;  and though  

l a i d  down w ith  s e e d s ,  th ey  have by no means so good an appearance  

as th o s e  sown the  same year on s im i la r  s o i l s  '*

I f  l im e  were o m itted  from land  which had been pared and 

burnt the  r e s u l t s  were s i m i l a r ,  as Simpson proved by e x p e r im en tin g  

w ith  one a c re  o f  h i s  good C la ss  I I I  la n d . The absence  o f  l im e
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made l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  to  the  f i r s t  crop -  t u r n ip s ,  but was 

v e r y  n o t i c e a b le  in  the  c a se  o f  the  o a t s  and g r a s s e s  which  

f o l lo w e d .  In  the lim ed p a r t  o f  the  f i e l d  w h ite  c lo v e r  

f l o u r i s h e d ,  w h ile  in  the unlim ed acre  th e r e  was h a rd ly  any to  

be se e n .  Even more im p o rta n t , "a lthough  the o th e r  p a r t s  o f  

the  f i e l d  i s  a t o l e r a b l y  good h erb a g e , w ith  a few t h i n l y -  

s c a t t e r e d  sm a ll  branches o f  l i n g  coming amongst i t  (ow in g , I  

su p p o se , to  i t s  not h av in g  been lo n g  enough in  t i l l a g e  to  

d e s tr o y  a l l  the  r o o t s  o f  t h i s  hardy p l a n t ) ,  y e t  th a t  p a r t  o f  

th e  f i e l d  unlim ed i s  n e a r ly  d e s t i t u t e  o f  herbage and c o v e r e d 

w ith  h e a t h . "

The r e s u l t s  o f  th e s e  exp erim en ts  show th a t  p a r in g  and 

burn ing  fo l lo w e d  by co p io u s  l im in g  was the  b e t t e r  method o f  

r e c la im in g  m oorland, w h ile  the  growing o f  fod d er  crop s fo r  

sheep was more l i k e l y  to  be s u c c e s s f u l  than the  growing o f  

g r a in  c r o p s .  At both  Lockton and S a i n t o f t  o n ly  one p lo u g h in g  

was done b e fo re  the  sow ing o f  the  f i r s t  c ro p , but both  Simpson  

and Tuke agreed  th a t  b e t t e r  crops were o b ta in e d  when th e  land  

had been ploughed a second t im e . There i s  no ev id en ce  

a v a i l a b l e  to  show to  what e x te n t  th e se  methods and crop s were  

used  on r ec la im ed  land in  o th e r  p a r t s  o f  R eg ion  I I I .  In  the  

T ith e  su r v e y ,  w ith  the  e x c e p t io n  o f  in t a k e s  i n  B o ltb y ,  

Oswaldkirk and A l l e r s t o n ,  most o f  the  r ec la im ed  lan d  was 

record ed  as a r a b le ,  but d e t a i l s  o f  crop p in g  are  n o t  known. In
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B o l tb y  and A l l e r s t o n ,  g r a s s l a n d  was more o r  l e s s  c o n t in u o u s  on 

l a r g e  a r e a s  o f  fo rm e r  m o o r la n d .  I n  P i c k e r i n g  a r a b l e  and g r a s s 

l a n d  e ac h  o c c u p ie d  s i m i l a r  p r o p o r t i o n s  o f  th e  r e c l a im e d  l a n d ,  

e x c e p t  a t  S a i n t o f t  w here  t h e r e  was a marked p r e p o n d e ra n c e  o f  

g r a s s .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  a r a b l e  to  p a s t u r e  on th e  

i n t a k e s  was s i m i l a r  to  th e  p r o p o r t i o n  f o r  th e  p a r i s h  a s  a w h o le .

P l a n t a t i o n s  w ere  more num erous h e r e  th a n  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  

o f  th e  m o o r la n d s .  They o c c u p ie d  m ost o f  th e  r e c l a i m e d  m oo rlan d  

a lo n g  th e  w e s tw a r d - f a c in g  s c a r p  i n  Cowesby, a s  w e l l  a s  l a r g e  

a r e a s  i n  K i l b u r n ,  O ld s te a d  and B o l tb y .  T h ere  w ere  s m a l l e r  

p l a n t a t i o n s  i n  P i c k e r i n g ,  A l l e r s t o n  and A p p le to n - le -M o o r s  to  

m e n t io n  o n ly  a few . A l l  t h e  wooded a r e a s  a r e  shown on P i g .  21 .

I n  th e  c e n t u r y  from  1750 to  1850 , s e v e r a l  d i s t i n c t  ch an g e s  

can  be t r a c e d  i n  th e  l a n d - u s e  o f  th e  C o r a l l i a n  r e g i o n .  A lth o u g h  

th e  f a r m in g  re m a in e d  mixed t h e r e  was a f t e r  e n c l o s u r e ,  an  i n c r e a s e  

i n  th e  a c r e a g e  o f  p e rm a n en t  g r a s s  a t  th e  e x p en se  o f  a r a b l e  c r o p s .  

T h ere  was a l s o  a m arked d e g re e  o f  s p e c i a l i s a t i o n  i n  c a t t l e -  

r a i s i n g .  W ith th e  g r a d u a l  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  t u r n i p s  and c l o v e r ,  

some o f  th e  p e rm a n en t  g r a s s  was p lo u g h e d  o u t  and p u t  u n d e r  a 

s i x  to  e i g h t  y e a r  r o t a t i o n  w hich  i n c l u d e d  a lo n g  l e y .  Thus 

be tw een  1800 and 1850 th e  a r a b l e  a c r e a g e  i n c r e a s e d .  These 

ch an g e s  w ere  accom pan ied  by th e  v ig o r o u s  r e c l a m a t i o n  o f  m oo rland  

up to  a h e i g h t  o f  a b o u t  700 f e e t ,  w i th  a c o n s e q u e n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  

th e  a r e a  o f  im proved  l a n d .
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The upper l i m i t  o f  c u l t i v a t i o n  ach ieved  in  the so u th -  

f a c in g  C o r a l l ia n  r e g io n  was very  s im i la r  to  th a t  in  the  

c o a s t a l  p la te a u  (Region l )  where the e f f e c t s  o f  a n o r th e r ly  

a sp e c t  were a ccen tu a ted  hy exposure to  the s e a ,  and g e n e r a l ly  

lower than in  the h igh  c e n tr a l  moors (Region I I ) . In a l l  th ree  

r e g io n s  i t  appears th a t  a sp e c t  was o f  l i t t l e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  in  

d eterm in in g  the upper l e v e l  o f  c u l t i v a t i o n .  S o i l  type was the  

l i m i t i n g  f a c t o r  in  the improvement o f  moorland.
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CHAPTER VII 

Farming and F o r e s t r y ,  185I to  1955*

During th e  l a s t  cen tu ry  from I 85O to  1955 E n g lish  farm ing  was 

s u b je c te d ,  f o r  th e  f i r s t  time in  i t s  long  h istory*, to  th e  in f lu e n c e  of 

economic changes on a world-wide s c a le .  Before  th e  end of th e  

n in e te e n th  cen tu ry  th e  b u i ld in g  o f  ra i lw a y s  in  Canada, th e  U nited  

S ta te s  and A u s t r a l i a  coupled w ith  te c h n o lo g ic a l  advances made p o s s ib le  

the  development o f  th e s e  remote a re a s  as major p roduce rs  o f wheat and 

meat. F a s t  i r o n  sh ip s  w ith  low f r e i g h t  r a t e s  between th e s e  c o u n tr ie s  

and G reat B r i t a i n  b roug h t t h e i r  abundant produce i n  bu lk  on to  the  

B r i t i s h  m arke t,  and farm ers  in  t h i s  coun try  were th u s  faced  w ith  

com pe ti t ion  of a k in d  h i t h e r t o  unknovm. At th e  same time the  

p o p u la t io n  i n  B r i t a i n  was growing r a p i d l y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  the  i n d u s t r i a l  

d i s t r i c t s  of the  Midlands and N orth . Communications by road  and 

ra i lw a y  were a lso  im proving, and quick t r a n s i t  f o r  farm produce 

between the  r u r a l  a re a s  and the  towns allowed fa rm ers  even i n  remote 

d i s t r i c t s  to  c a t e r  f o r  the  expanding urban m arket. In  the  N orth York 

Moors th e  e f f e c t  o f  th e se  developments can be seen  in  the  la n d -u se  

changes which took p la c e  du ring  the  l a t t e r  p a r t  of th e  n in e te e n th  

cen tu ry .

In  th e  tw e n t ie th  cen tu ry  b o th  e x te rn a l  and i n t e r n a l  in f lu e n c e s  

caused f u r t h e r  m o d if ic a t io n s  i n  l a n d -u s e .  The F i r s t  World War 

s t im u la te d  home p ro d u c t io n  o f  food w h ile  th e  g e n e ra l  d e p re s s io n  of th e
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e a r ly  1930*s caused a r e c e s s io n  of fa rm ing . The Second World 

War p rov ided  an even g r e a t e r  s t im u lu s ,  and the  i n t r o d u c t io n  o f  farm  

s u b s id ie s  on most o f  th e  b a s ic  f o o d s tu f f s  went a long  way towards 

encourag ing  a ra b le  farm ing  even on m arg inal la n d .  The e f f e c t s  o f 

th e s e  ev en ts  i n  th e  N orth York Moors a re  c l e a r l y  r e f l e c t e d  i n  th e  

p a r i s h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e tu r n s  c o l l e c t e d  an n u a lly  by th e  M in is t ry  o f  

A g r ic u l tu r e .  The r e tu r n s  f o r  s ix  y e a r s  have been  u s e d : -  I 867 , 

th e  f i r s t  y e a r  f o r  which s t a t i s t i c s  are  a v a i la b le  and one o f  th e  

l a t e r  y e a r s  o f the  "Golden Age" o f  E n g lish  farm ing; I 89O which 

comes towards the  end o f  th e  G reat D epression  vdien farm ing  in  B r i t a i n  

as a whole had reached  i t s  low est ebb; 1918, th e  f i n a l  y e a r  o f th e  

F i r s t  World War Tdien wartime a g r i c u l tu r e  was a t  i t s  peak; 1931, 

r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  of the  po s t-w ar  d e p re ss io n ;  1945 i l l u s t r a t i n g  the  

f u l l  e f f e c t s  o f the  Second World War; and 1955 r e p r e s e n t in g  the  

p o s t-w ar  y e a r s  and th e  end of t h i s  t h e s i s .

The e x te n t  o f moorland re c la m a tio n  du rin g  th e  cen tu ry , bo th  f o r  

farm ing and f o r  f o r e s t r y  has been a sse ssed  by comparing th e  f i r s t  

e d i t i o n  o f  th e  s ix  inch  map ( 1851) w ith  a survey of moorland made 

in  1955 on f o o t ,  and reco rd ed  on th e  s ix  inch  map. (l951 R e v is io n ) .

Region I . The N orthern  B o u ld e r-c la y  P la te a u .

The la n d -u se  p a t t e r n  e s ta b l i s h e d  in  th e  b o u ld e r - c la y  p la te a u  

du rin g  the  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  th e  n in e te e n th  cen tury  p e r s i s t e d  in to  the  

l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  th e  c e n tu ry  w ith  few changes a t  f i r s t .  I n  I 851 th e
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moorland occupied much the  same a re a s  as i t  had done more than  

t h i r t y  y e a r s  b e fo re  and th e  g r e a te r  p a r t  o f  th e  N orthern  B ou lder-  

c la y  p l a t e a u  remained under c u l t i v a t i o n .

The f i r s t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e t u r n s  c o l l e c t e d  in  I 867 p ro v id e  th e  

f i r s t  d e t a i l e d  re c o rd  o f  la n d -u se  s in c e  the  beg inn ing  o f  the  cen tu ry  

and the  e a r l i e s t  comprehensive and s t a t i s t i c a l l y  r e l i a b l e  re c o rd  f o r  

a l l  t im e . A rab le  land  a t  t h i s  time occupied w ell  over h a l f  th e  

improved acreage  in  a l l  b u t  two o f  the  p a r i s h e s .  In  the  sub- 

r e g io n  as  a Tidiole a ra b le  comprised as  much as  57 p e r  cent o f  the
V

improved la n d .  Comparison w ith  th e  p a r i s h e s  in c lu d ed  in  th e  T ith e  

survey shows t h a t  th e re  had been a g e n e ra l  in c re a s e  i n  a r a b le  over 

the  in te r v e n in g  p e r io d  o f  twenty to  t h i r t y  y e a r s .

The a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e t u r n s  r e v e a l  some changes in  a r a b le  farm ing 

s in c e  th e  e a r ly  p a r t  o f  th e  cen tu ry . Oats and wheat rem ained the  

c h ie f  g r a in  crops as  they  had been in  I 801 , b u t  a very  l a r g e  p ro p o r t io n  

of th e  a r a b le  la n d  was now devoted to  fo d d er  c ro p s , p a r t i c u l a r l y  

r o t a t i o n  g ra s s e s .  While th e re  a re  no e a r l i e r  rec o rd s  vn.th which to  

compare i t  seems p ro bab le  from Tuke* s comments on the  la c k  o f  w in te r  

fee d  in  I 8OO, t h a t  th e se  crops were much more w idely  grown in  I 867 

th an  th ey  had been in  Tuke* s day.

Permanent g ra s s la n d  which in  Tuke*s e s t im a t io n  had occupied  about 

tw o - th i rd s  of th e  farm lan d  a t  th e  beg inn ing  o f  th e  c e n tu ry ,  had

 ̂ Compare T eesda le*s map ( f i g . 25) w ith  f i g . 26 .
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decreased to  50 per cent a t the time o f the Tithe survey in  the 

parishes which were t ith e d , and to no more than 39 per cent of the 

same parishes in  1867. In the sub-region as a whole the permanent 

grass occupied 43 per cent. In some parishes the proportion of  

land under permanent grass was even lower and in  two of them, E llerby  

and K ilton , was under 30 per cent. The increase in  arable land and 

the corresponding decrease in  grass suggest at f i r s t  sigh t a change 

from pastoral to arable farming, but i f  the permanent grass and 

ro ta tion  grass are taken together they comprise as much as 54 per 

cent of the improved land. The region can therefore be c lassed  as 

one of mixed farming in  which anim al-raising continued to play a 

prominent part. The change in  the proportions o f arable and permanent 

grass were nothing more than a continuation of the trend which began 

as fa r  back as the la te  eighteenth century.

This type of farming came to an end during the l870*s when a

se r ie s  of bad summers, coupled with a rapid increase in supp lies of

foreign  corn caused a serious f a l l  in  the p r ice  o f home-produced
2

grain , e sp e c ia lly  wheat. The e ffe c t  in  th is  coasta l region was 

marked. By 189O arable land occupied only 40  per cent of the 

improved land, and, i f  temporary le y s  are excluded the proportion  

under grain and root crops was no more than 30 per cent. In every

2
Royal Commission on A gricu lture, 1894-95- Report by R.H.Pringle  
on South Durham and se lec ted  d is t r ic t s  o f the North and East Ridings 
of Yorkshire, pp .8-10.
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parish in  the region the arable acreage had decreased. The area 

under grass, both permanent and temporary le y ,  had increased u n t il  

i t  included as much as 10 per cent of the improved land in  the 

region . (1967  -  5 4 ^  ( f i g . 27)* Injsome parishes the change to  

grass was even more complete. In Stanghow as much as 82 per cent 

was grassland; in  K ilton the proportion of grass had doubled since  

1867 , and in  th ir teen  of the twenty-three parishes for  which there  

are records grassland exceeded 10 per cent o f the area under crops 

and grass. This was a complete reversa l o f the e a r lie r  long-  

estab lish ed  trend , and was a d ir ec t  response to changing economic 

con d ition s.

Further changes in  land-use took place during the F ir s t  World 

War when home production o f food was a matter o f national p o licy .

In th is  sub-region however, the changes were s l ig h t .  Arable land 

s t i l l  made up only 40  per cent o f the t o t a l ,  but when the land under 

short le y  i s  excluded the cropped land shows a small increase (3 * 5 ^  

which resu lted  from a reduction o f short le y s  in  the arable ro ta tio n .

The post-war period saw an even greater acreage la id  down to  

grass than in  the depression of the la te  nineteenth century. By 1931 

the arable land had fa l le n  to 34 per cent of the improved acreage,^  

and of th is  about a quarter was under short le y s .  In every parish  

without exception the percentage o f ro ta tion  grass had r isen  from

3 Compare with the land u t i l is a t io n  survey, 1931-36 -  33^ arable.
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the le v e l ,  often  by as much as eleven or twelve per cent.

Except in two parishes where there was a small decrease, the pro

portion o f permanent grass shov/ed a sim ilar though generally  sm aller 

r is e .  As many as three parishes had over 80 per cent of th e ir  farm 

land under grass, and in  only one parish (Hindervjell) did the 

proportion of grassland f a l l  below 70 per cent.

Thus, 193'! represents a period when stock ra isin g  was the 

mainstay of farming in  the region , when importation o f grain Arom 

abroad discouraged i t s  production in  th is  generally  unfavourable 

region . With the outbreak of the Second World War home production 

of wheat, potatoes, sugar beet and other food crops v/as once again 

encouraged by the government. The provision of su b sid ies made the 

c u ltiv a tio n  of a l l  these crops worth-while even on marginal land, 

and in  most parts of B rita in  the arable acreage was extended to  i t s  

l im it .  In th is  bou lder-clay region wartime farm p o licy  resu lted  in  the 

ploughing out of old grassland, and the arable acreage rose to 57 per 

cent of the improved land, (ro ta tio n  grasses 14 per cen t). Thus in  

1943, when wartime farming reached i t s  peak, the proportion of land in  

arable returned for  the f i r s t  time to i t s  1867 le v e l .

The post-war years w itnessed another s l ig h t  f a l l  in  the arable 

acreage (53 per cent o f the improved la n d ), and at the same time the 

proportion of sown grasses increased. In other respects the arable 

land was s t i l l  used in  much the same way as i t  had been in  1867 . Oats 

remained the ch ief grain crop, while ro ta tio n  grasses, wheat, potatoes
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and turnips continued to make up the major part of the remaining 

arable acreage.

The changes in  the main land-use categories are summarised in  

F ig . 27.

Moorland reclamation caused further land-use changes in  the sub- 

region. F ig .26 shows that the small area of moorland remaining a fter  

1851 had been considerably reduced by 1955. Much o f the reclamation  

consisted  only of s in g le  f ie ld s  along the moorland edge and these were 

often  very sm all. In some p la ces , e sp e c ia lly  in  Moorsholm and Hutton 

Mulgrave Moors reclam ation was on a much larger sc a le . The d istr ib u tio n  

of the intakes i s  shown on F ig . 26 and Table 26 shows the acreage 

reclaimed in  each parish . Most of the intakes la y  near the upper edge 

of the boulder-clay where a lt itu d e  rather than s o i l  makes cu ltiv a tio n  

unprofitab le except under conditions of extreme economic pressure.

In Newton Mulgrave Moor, one of the few large moors remaining on the 

bou lder-clay , reclamation occurred round the lower edge of the moor, 

mostly below 700 f e e t .  In Hutton Mulgrave Moor where moorland 

vegetation  grows on g la c ia l sand and a narrow outcrop of the 

E stuarines, the very large intakes are confined to  the g la c ia l d eposits  

and avoid the in tractab le  s o i l s  o f the Estuarine outcrop. F ig .26 

also  shows that several small scattered  f ie ld s  reclaimed sometime 

before I85O were allowed to revert to moorland during the fo llow in g  

century. Most o f these were in  ly iin g d a le s  to the south of Eobin
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Table 26 . Changes in the Moorland in Region I .  I831 -1955.

Parish Acreage
Reclaimed

Acreage
Beverted

Aislaby 16 5
Borrowby 27 0

Easington 16 7
Ellerby 28 0

ly iin g d a les 392 114

Hutton Mulgrave 435 9
Liverton 15 5
Loftus 0 32
Mickleby 122 8

Moorsholm 406 80
Newton Mulgrave 71 46

Roxby 63 159

Skelton and Stanghow 348 156

Sneaton 139 432
Ugthorpe 167 0

Total 2,245 1 ,0 5 3

A ll acreages in  th is  and other sim ilar tab les have been obtained 

by measuring from the maps with squared paper.

Hood's Bay on the steep , northward-facing slope o f the Estuarines, 

s l ig h t ly  above the upper margin of the boulder clay. These f ie ld s  

were formerly worked by cottagers engaged in  the alum quarries, but 

the quarries are now closed and the cottages and f ie ld s  deserted.
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Elsewhere the neglected f ie ld s  are on the boulder c lay , near the

moorland edge and often very close to the new intakes.

Comparison of F ig. 26 with the Land U tilis a t io n  Survey 

( 1931- 35)^ shows that few o f the intakes had been made before 1931. 

Indeed, the la rg est areas were not reclaimed u n t il  the second World 

War under the d irection  o f the War A gricultural Committee. At th is

time the p lou^ land  was extended where possib le regardless of p ro fit

and with government aid . A few examples w il l  serve to i l lu s tr a te  

how the improvement was achieved and how the intakes were used.

In Stanghow and Skelton, moorland in  Busky Dale and Skelton

Warren was taken over in 1940 and 68 acres gradually reclaimed by

deep ploughing followed by copious lim ing and the addition of basic

slag . C ultivation on a f iv e -fo ld  rotation  (two years arable

followed by three years l e y ) , and the introduction of seed potatoes

as a main crop, resu lted  in a considerable improvement in  the quality

of the land. Another reclamation scheme was carried out on part of

Moorsholm Moor 'sdiere 80 acres has been reclaimed since 1942 and used
5

as improved pasture for  c a tt le . These reclamation schemes involved  

the extension of cu ltiva tion  on two ex istin g  farms. Reclamation of a 

d ifferen t order was carried out on the southern part o f Moorsholm

^ Sheet 16 .
5

Information obtained through in vestigation  in the f i e ld .
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Moor at Dimmingdale Farm  ̂ which had remained untenanted and the 

land r e flec ted  since the end o f the nineteenth century. Ploughing 

was renewed during the war with government assistan ce , and in  the 

post-war period the farm was re tenanted and 147 acres brought into  

cu ltiv a tio n , vdlth oats and grasses as the main crops. The method 

of reclaim ing was remarkably sim ilar to that used in  the eighteenth  

century, but with d ifferen t implements. The heather was burnt o ff  

and the land ploughed. A prairie  buster was used to break the 

underlying hard-pan which in  most places i s  only f iv e  inches below 

the surface. Lime was then added at the rate of four tons per 

acre, and the land sowndown to grass. Regular’ applications of 

f e r t i l i s e r  and lime are e sse n tia l to prevent the regrowth of heather 

and to maintain the high quality of the pasture. The main object 

of the scheme i s  to stock the improved land with c a tt le . The

2,000 acres of rough moorland belonging to the farm are stocked 

with black-face ewes.

In other parts o f the boulder clay plateau reclamation has 

been achieved by sim ilar methods and with sim ilar r e su lts . Only 

in  one place has moorland been reclaimed by a fforesta tion  -  on 

Hutton Mulgrave Moor where, in  1955 planting mainly with conifers  

was s t i l l  going on.

 ̂ . Yorkshire I llu s tr a te d , May 1952, p .7* This was followed up
in  the f ie ld .
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The main r e su lt  o f reclamation has been an increase in  the 

acreage of improved pasture, much of which has subsequently been 

stocked with c a tt le . C ultivation i s  marginal. Regular treatment 

with lime and phosphates i s  necessary to prevent the regrowth of 

heather and other moorland plants because of the rapid rate at 

which soluble minerals are leached from the upper layers of s o i l .  

Even one season* s neglect i s  often enough for  heather to reappear. 

The cost of keeping marginal land in i t s  improved sta te  i s  so high 

that i t  i s  frequently only p ossib le  with the help of subsid ies.

Use of the unimproved moorland remains unchanged. I t  i s  

s t i l l  grazed by black faced sheep throughout the year, and the 

normal allowance of one sheep to ten acres i s  the same as that 

recorded by William Marshall in  1788. In 1955 the boulder clay  

plateau s t i l l  included 8,600 acres of moorland used as common 

grazing land, 7,300 acres of which v/as stin ted  grazing and ca re fu lly  

controlled .^  Far-reaching changes in  the use of th is  moorland are 

un lik ely  to take place in the immediate future owing to the bleak 

clim ate, high a ltitu d e  and in fe r t i le  s o i l s .

Region I I . The Moors and Dales.

In the period from about 185O to  I 867 arable farming in the 

remote moorland dales reached i t s  greatest extent. In the sub- 

region as a whole as much as 52 per cent o f the improved land was
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devoted to arable crops iii 1867, compared with about 20 per cent 

in  Tuke*s day and only 32 per cent in the Tithe survey. Only 

parishes appearing in  the Tithe survey and the returns for 1067 

have been compared. This increase in  arable farming was 

comparable with th at already described in Region I  although the 

increase in  the dales was much greater. (P ig s. 27 and 28) .  This 

change from permanent grassland to arable i s  particu larly  remarkable 

as the region was tra d itio n a lly  one where stock-ra ising  predominated. 

There were small variations in land-use from one dale to another.

In the Ssk-Leven system o f  dales in  the north there was more grass

land than the average fo r  the reg ion , e sp e c ia lly  on the g la c ia l  

s o i l s  o f the lower and middle Esk. I t  was a mixed farming d i s t r i c t ,  

YO.th easy access to the in d u str ia l area of T ees-sid e  which provided
g

an ever-increasing market, particu larly  for milk and meat.

In the southern dales arable farming predominated. Indeed 

in  Parndale as much as 71 per cent o f the improved land was arable, 

and while the proportion in a l l  the other dales was sm aller, arable 

s t i l l  made up the major part of the farm land. The s o i l s  derived 

from the Lias were neith er  very f e r t i l e  nor e a s ily  worked, esp ecia lly  

on the steep va lley  s id es. I t  seems therefore that remoteness from
9

in d u str ia l centres, and poor communications exercised more control

g
The railway through Sskdale from Whitby to Middlesbrough was opened 
in  1834.

9 Royal Commission on A griculture, op .c i t .  p.7«
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over the  type of farm ing than the unfavourable physical, co n d itio n s .

In  the e a s te rn  moors in  the  d r i f t - f i l l e d  v a lle y s  of Harwood 

Dale and S ta in to n d a le  concen tra tion  on a rab le  c u lt iv a t io n  was more 

pronounced than anywhere e ls e  in  the  moorland reg io n , and here  as 

in  the southern  d a le s , rem oteness was probably the main c o n tro llin g  

fa c to r  r a th e r  than the  p h y sica l cond itions of s o i l  and c lim ate .

The a g r ic u l tu ra l  re tu rn s  fo r  1867 shows th a t  in  the Moors

and Dales reg ion  o a ts  remained th e  c h ie f  crop, w hile ro ta t io n  g rasses

and tu rn ip s  were the only o th e r crops grown in  la rg e  q u a n ti t ie s .

The in tro d u c tio n  of ro ta t io n  g rasses re p re se n ts  the  g re a te s t  change

in  a rab le  farm ing since  the beginning of the cen tu ry  and w ith 14

per cent of the a rab le  land devoted to  th is  u se , a lso  accounts f o r

most of the in c rease  in  the a rab le  acreage. C u ltiv a tio n  in  the

d a le s  was on a f iv e  y e a r ro ta t io n :  tu rn ip s  were follow ed by o a ts ,

a f t e r  which a tem porary ley  was l e f t  fo r  two y e a rs  befo re  being
10ploughed up again fo r  o a ts . Thus, th ree  of the f iv e  p a r ts  o f

the  ro ta t io n  provided food s p e c if ic a l ly  fo r  s to ck , e sp e c ia lly  sheep, 

and the  in creased  a rab le  acreage re s u lte d  from improvements in  

sto ck -feed in g  r a th e r  than a change from the t r a d i t io n a l  s to ck - 

r a is in g  economy of the d a le s . A la rg e  jro p o r tic n o f  the  land  

remained in  permanent g rass (48 per cent of the  improved land) and 

open moorland grazing  was a lso  very ex ten siv e . ( F ig .26) .

1 o Milburn M.M. Farming in the North Biding of Yorkshire I848, 
p .317*
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By 1890 the  e f fe c ts  of th e  a g r ic u l tu ra l  dep ression  were being  

f e l t  a cu te ly . In  B ils d a le , where re n ts  had been increased  during  

the  prosperous y ea rs  of the l860*s the  Royal Commission of 1894-95 

rep o rted  numerous neg lec ted  f i e ld s  and sev e ra l f a i lu r e s  among the  

farm ers. These were a t t r ib u te d  mainly to  th e  f a l l  in  p r ic e  o f g ra in , 

wool and meat over the preceding decade, which a ffe c te d  not only 

B ilsd a le  bu t a l l  th e  o th er remote d a le s  as w e ll. Signs of extreme 

poverty  were to be found everywhere, and while in  the m ajo rity  of 

p a rish e s  the acreage of improved land had increased  since I 867 the 

p ro p o rtio n  of a rab le  had f a l l e n  by 10 per cen t. The red u c tio n  was 

c h ie f ly  in  the g ra in  crops, and the  p ro p o rtio n  devoted to  ro ta t io n  

g rasse s  remained unchanged. At th is  time the  permanent and 

ro ta t io n  g rasse s  to g e th e r occupied n early  72 per cent of the  improved 

lan d . The d if fe re n c e s  between the  d a le s  noted in  1867 s t i l l  e x is te d  

though the p ro p o rtio n  o f land under g rass  had everywhere in creased  

and only in  Harwood Dale and S ta in to n d a le  did a rab le  farm ing s t i l l  

predom inate.

The F i r s t  World War made l i t t l e  d iffe re n c e  to  dales* farm ing. 

R o ta tion  g rasses  f e l l  by about 6 per cent from the I 89O le v e l  and 

th e re  was a corresponding increase  in  permanent g ra s s . The 

p ro p o rtio n  under g ra in  and ro o t crops remained almost unchanged and 

indeed, in  s p i te  of th e  p ressu re  of wartime economic cond itions the 

p ro p o rtio n  of land  used in  t h i s  v/ay a c tu a lly  decreased by 0 .5  per 

cen t.
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The re v e rs io n  to  peace-tim e cond itions saw an even g re a te r  

red u c tio n  in  a ra b le  farm ing, u n t i l  by 1931 g ra in  and ro o t  crops 

occupied only 19 per cent o f the  improved lan d , w hile as much as

69 per cen t was la id  dovai to  permanent g ra ss . In  some of the  d a les

the  change was p a r t ic u la r ly  pronounced. In  the  Murk Esk v a lle y  a t

G-oathland over 86 per cent of the  farm land  was la id  down to  permanent

g rass  and in  Eskdale g en era lly  the  p roportion  of g rassland  exceeded 
1170 per cen t. In  R osedale, B ilsd a le  and Bransdale th e re  was a

s im ila r ly  la rg e  increase  in  g ra ss la n d , and in  Rosedale over 80 per 

cent o f the  improved land  was in  permanent g rass a lone. Harwood 

Dale and S ta in to n d a le , while r e ta in in g  a la rg e r  p ropo rtion  of a ra b le  

land  than  any of the  o ther d a le s , had become a reas  of mixed farm ing.

The tren d  towards a g rassland  economy was checked once again 

by the  Second World War. Between 1931 and 1945 the  p ropo rtion  

of permanent grass decreased  throughout the region  to only 51 per 

cent o f the improved lan d . At the  same time the area  under g ra in  

and ro o t crops almost doubled, fï*om 19 per cent in  1931 to  34 per 

cent in  1945* This was a h igher p ro p o rtio n  than a t  any o th e r time 

in  the tw e n tie th  century though i t  s t i l l  f e l l  sh o rt of th e  I 867 

maximum d e sp ite  the encouragement provided by government su b s id ie s  

on a l l  the  b a s ic  crops. With an average of 66 per cent o f the 

improved land  under temporary and permanent le y  the  a rea  could s t i l l  

be regarded  as one where g raz in g  was the m ainstay of farm ing . There 

was a t  th i s  tim e l i t t l e  d iffe ren c e  between the  land-use  in  Sskdale

11 Compare w ith Land U t i l i s a t io n  survey, 1931-32. Eskdale below 
Lealholm 32 pe r cent a ra b le , i . e . ,  67 p e r cen t permanent g ra s s .
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and in  the  southern  d a le s , good, roads and the  development of motor 

t ra n s p o rt  having e lim ina ted  th e  m ajor d i f f i c u l ty  caused by i s o la t io n .  

Harwood Dale and S ta in to n d a le  once again re v e r te d  to  a ra b le .

The wartime ex tension  of a rab le  farm ing was sho rt l iv e d . The 

re tu rn s  fo r  1955 show th a t  a rab le  land  under g ra in s  and ro o ts  had 

f a l le n  again to  only 24 per cent of the improved acreage , while 

permanent and temporary g rasslan d  had increased  to  over 75 per cen t. 

No le s s  than 21 per cent of th e  improved acreage was devoted to  

ro ta t io n  g rasses and th ese  occupied a g re a te r  acreage than any o th e r 

s in g le  a rab le  crop. Oats and tu rn ip s  made up the  g re a te r  p a r t  of 

the  rem aining acreage as they had done in  l 867, while o th e r crops 

such as wheat, b a rle y  and p o ta to es  remained alm ost in s ig n if ic a n t .

From the evidence accumulated over more than  a c en tu iy  i t  

appears th a t  the p ro p o rtio n  of farm land  th a t  can be kep t in  a ra b le  

in  th e  Moors and Dales can only exceed 30 per cen t a t  p a r t ic u la r ly  

favourab le  p e rio d s  when a heavy demand f o r  home-produced g ra ins 

and ro o ts  can o f f s e t  th e  d isadvantages of s o i l ,  c lim ate and rem ote

ness from the main m arkets. Even government g ran ts  and p r ic e  

supports have f a i l e d  to  encourage the co n tin u a tio n  of a rab le  farm ing 

in  peacetim e, and the  region m aintains today i t s  o ld -e s ta b lish e d  

s to c k -ra is in g  t r a d i t io n .

Reclamation of moorland between I 85O and 1955 was f o r  two 

main purposes -  farm ing and fo re s try . A dditions to th e  farm land
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were g en era lly  sm all. In  th e  Esk-Leven v a lle y  only a few sm all

in ta k e s  were added along the  moorland edge, m ostly in  th e  t r ib u ta ry

d a le s . The d is t r ib u t io n  of th ese  in ta k es  i s  shoim. on f i g .  26.

With the  exception  of the  in ta k e s  a t  the head of Danby Dale a t  a

h e ig h t of over 900 f e e t  most o f th ese  newly reclaim ed f i e ld s  were

on the lower s lo p es. In  the main Esk va lley  the  only la rg e  a rea

of reclam ation  was on the  so u th -fac in g  slope of Sgton Low Moor on

one of the  few pa tches of g la c ia l  sand and g ravel h i th e r to  l e f t

u n c u ltiv a te d . Table 27 shov/s the  acreages reclaim ed in  these

no rth ern  d a le s . Comparison of f i g .  26 w ith th e  Land U t i l i s a t io n  
12maps shows th a t  very l i t t l e  of the  rec lam ation  had taken p lace  by

1931. Here, as in  Region I ,  rec lam atio n  was encouraged during the

Second World War when up to  85 p e r cent of the  co st could be claimed

13by farm ers under the  m arginal p roduction  scheme.

In  the moors surrounding Eskdale very l i t t l e  new land  has been 

brought in to  c u lt iv a t io n  by farm ers and the  main change in  land-use 

r e s u l t s  from a f fo re s ta t io n . The f i r s t  p la n ta tio n  was made on the 

slopes above K ild a le  e a r ly  th is  c en tu iy . In  1951 p la n tin g  was begun 

by the F o re s tiy  Commission. The f iv e  a reas which had been p lan ted  by 

1955 are shoivn on F ig , 30,and th e se , along w ith a much la rg e r  area  

scheduled fo r  fu tu re  p la n tin g  make up Cleveland F o re s t . Most of 

the  p la n tin g  .has taken p lace on the  steep  scarp s lo p e , t h i s  being  the

Sheets 15,  16, 22, 23.

This ended in  1957-
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Table 27. Changes in  the Moorland in  Region I I . 1851- 1955.

P arish Acreage
Reclaimed

Acreage
Reverted

Commondale 19 104
Danby 67 106
Eskdale side cum Ugglebamby 116 . 69
Egton 737 ' 250
C laisda le 105 46
G-oathland 35 30
K ildale 532 231
W esterdale 55 71

T otal 1,666 '  907

B ilsd a le  (M idcable, West,
L a sk ill) 119 1,178

Bransdale 89 184
Farndale (E ast and West) 113 450
H arto ft 364 126
Lastingham 4 0
Rosedale (E ast and West) 187 . 207
S n ilesworth. 53 96

T otal 929 2,241 1

Harwood Dale and S ta in tondale 2,535 64

Ayton (G reat and L i t t le ) 3 147
Broughton and Busby 0 254
Cropton 2,225 16
Easby 20 0
Fadmoor and G-illaraoor - 166
G-uisborough 97 365
Helmsley 27 122
Hutton Lowcross 410 0
Ingleby G-reenhow 42 657
Osmotherley 47 168

* P ickering 2,371 82
Pinchin thoipe 37 10
Thimbleby 0 129
Whorlton 42 922

To t a l 5,313 3,038

( Esk-Leven 
\ system of 
< da les

Southern
Dales

E astern
Moors

Parishes 
mostly 
ou tside  the 
reg ion  but 
with some 
moorland 
w ith in  i t .
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only land  the  F o re s try  Commission can buy. I t  i s  not valued fo r  any 

form of a g r ic u ltu re  as most of i t  i s  covered w ith  bracken and scrub  and 

i s  u n f i t  f o r  sheep p a s tu re . The slopes a re  too steep  to  plough except 

w ith the  la rg e  machines used by the  f o r e s te r s .  The s o i l s  are  f a i r l y  

th ic k  and f e r t i l e ,  being derived  from bou lder c lay  on the  lower slopes 

and L ias  sh a les  above. Hard-pan i s  a problem only on the summit 

a reas bu t i t  can be broken by deep ploughing. The t r e e s  p lan ted  

include  Douglas f i r ,  la rc h  and beech on the  lower slopes and la rc h  

and re d  oak h igher up. A ll these  are  valuab le  tim ber t r e e s ,  and in  

twenty or t h i r t y  y ears  time w il l  y ie ld  a much g re a te r  p r o f i t  than 

has ever been gained b e fo re .

During the  same p e rio d  a number of f i e ld s  in  the  t r ib u ta iy  

d a les  re v e r te d  to  moorland, e s p e c ia l ly  those in  high s i tu a t io n s  near 

the  heads o f Fryupdale and G-laisdale and on the upper slopes of th e  

sm all, d r i f t - f i l l e d  v a lley  of Egton Grange.

In  the  moors surrounding Eskdale many of the  is o la te d  groups 

of in ta k e s  a t  high a l t i tu d e s  have been allowed to  re v e r t  to  moorland. 

Among th ese  are  the f i e ld s  on Kempswithen reclaim ed by S ir  Charles 

Turner a t  the  end of the e igh teen th  cen tu ry , and only the lower 

courses of the enclosing  stone w a lls  remain to  show 7/here they  have been. 

There was a lso  a g rea t spread of moorland vegeta tion  a long  the moor

land  scarp  where woodland c leared  during  the 1930*s d id  not 

re g e n e ra te .
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In  the southern  d a le s  as in  Sskdale th e re  has been very- 

l i t t l e  change. In  B ils d a le , B ransdale and Fam dale  more land  has 

re v e r te d  to  moorland since  185I than has been recla im ed- (Table 27). 

Indeed , in  B ilsd a le  e s p e c ia l ly , the moorland edge has descended on 

the  average 150 f e e t  below the  I 85I le v e l .  F ig . 26 shows th a t  

more land  has re v e rte d  in  th e  h ig h e r, no rthern  p a r t  of -the da le  than  

in  th e  sou th , but tliroughout the  whole len g th  of the  da le  i t  i s  

p o ss ib le  to  see the  rem ains of old stone w alls surrounding f i e ld s  

th a t  once were c u lt iv a te d  b u t which l i e  now above the moorland edge.

In  Bransdale and Fam dale  th e re  has been le s s  change and the

moorland edge in  1955 was a t  much the  same le v e l  as in  I 85I .  The

la r g e s t  a reas  which have re v e r te d  to  moorland are  form er woods which

have been c lea red  and not re p la n te d . In  Rosedale the  moorland edge

has spread downwards on the  north -eastw ard  fac in g  s lo p e , w hile on

the opposite  side  o f the  v a lle y  many new in ta k es  have been made.

This general re c e ss io n  of the  le v e l  of c u lt iv a t io n  can be a t t r ib u te d

to  fo u r main causes. In  a l l  the d a le s  th e re  has been a decrease  of

popu lation  since  the end of the  n in e teen th  cen tu ry . Farms have been

l e f t  un tenanted  and have e i th e r  been in co rp o ra ted  in  neighbouring
15farms o r allov/ed to  go d e r e l i c t .  Even when such land remained

in  use the  f i e ld s  f u r th e s t  from the farmhouse were fre q u e n tly  too 

poor in  q u a lity  to  ju s t i f y  th e  tro u b le  and expense involved in

Most o f these  were s t i l l  c la ssed  as improved land in  th e  Land 
U t i l i s a t io n  survey, b u t independent evidence shows th a t  they have 
been n eg lec ted  fo r  a long tim e.
In B ilsd a le  alone one e ld e r ly  farm er can thinlc of a t  l e a s t  s ix ty  
such cases in  h is  l i f e t im e .
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m ain tain ing  them. This was p a r t ic u la r ly  t ru e  in  th e  y ears  between 

the  two world v/ars. The coming of t r a c to r s  has a lso  had i t s  e f f e c t  

as they  cannot be used on v e ry  steep  slopes where ploughing w ith 

horses was p o ss ib le . But perhaps the most im portant f a c to r  i s  the 

genera l tendency now among d a les  farm ers to  regard  d a iry  herds and 

p o u ltry  as the  c h ie f  sources of income. A ll th e  anim als are  

th e re fo re  kept as n ear th e  house as p o ss ib le  and on the  land  w ith 

the  g re a te s t  s to c k -ca rry in g  cap ac ity . The high f i e l d s ,  d is ta n t  

from the house and n ear the  upper l im i t  o f c u lt iv a t io n  are  no longer 

of value to  the  m ajo rity  of farm ers. But d e s p i te  th i s  change in  farm 

management improvements in c lu d in g  rec lam ation  have been c a r r ie d  out 

in  a l l  the  southern d a le s , alv/ays on a very sm all s c a le . In  B ilsd a le  

many of the  o ld  enclosed f i e ld s  which f o r  y ears  had been under 

permanent g ra s s  of poor q u a li ty , were reploughed during  the war under 

the  m arginal p roduction  scheme. The main aim was to  in c re ase  the  

s to c k -ca rry in g  cap ac ity . The same p o lic y  has been continued since 

the  war on a few farm s, invo lv ing  the improvement of land  a lready  

reclaim ed  ra th e r  than  the rec lam ation  of f re sh  moorland. This has 

been done in  B ilsd a le  a t  Clough House, one of the  farms which had 

long been d e r e l i c t ,  and a t  Cock F l a t t ,  where improvement of the 

n eg lec ted  land began in  1950. The improvements a t  Cock F la t t  

included  the  ploughing out of old g rass lan d  and bracken-covered 

s lo p e s , d itc h in g  and underdra in ing  where necessa ry , and the  a d d itio n
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of la rg e  q u a n ti t ie s  o f lim e and f e r t i l i s e r s . ^ ^  The improvements

were made g rad u a lly , n o t more than twelve acres being  tack led  in

e i th e r  o f the  f i r s t  two y e a rs . As a r e s u l t  o f th ese  improvements

th e  carry ing  capacity  of the  reseeded  a reas  was in c re a sed , so th a t

they could support the  e n tire  stock  of young s to re  c a t t l e .  Thus

a l l  the  b e t t e r  q u a lity  land  near the farm stead was a v a ila b le  f o r  the

d a iry  h e rd . The s to re s  can now be fa tte n e d  fo r  the  market o f f  the

g ra s s , Swaledale lambs can a lso  b e  taken to  g r e a te r  w eights than

form erly  and more hay i s  produced as a safeguard  a g a in st a l a t e

sp rin g . S im ila r improvements a re  being made on some farms in  both
17B ransdale and F am dale .

In  the moorlands surrounding the dales a recess io n  o f the 

improved land has been genera l. F ig , 26 shows c le a r ly  the  areas 

where moorland v eg e ta tio n  has spread down the scarp to th e  west and 

n o r th , and the  sm all is o la te d  in ta k e s  in  the  minor d a le s  v/here most o r 

even a l l  of the f i e ld s  have gone out of c u lt iv a t io n . High a l t i tu d e  

and poor s o i l  have made these  a reas d i f f i c u l t  to  c u lt iv a te  p r o f i ta b ly ,  

and extreme is o la t io n  from a l l  the  com forts of the  tw e n tie th  century  

d iscourages any farm er from l iv in g  th e re . In  these  moors, e sp e c ia lly  

along the scarp , a f fo re s ta t io n  i s  planned bu t had no t been s ta r te d  by

1955.

^^ For d e ta i l s  see Ewing, J.M. S p o tlig h t, August 1955, p p .5-4.

17 In fo rm ation  gained in  th e  f i e ld .
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Eastward from Rosedale th e re  has been very l i t t l e  rec lam ation  

fo r  farm ing except on th e  boulder c lay  f r in g e s  of F y lin g d a les  Moor 

and in  S ta in to n d a le . A lso, only a very  few f ie ld s  have gone out 

of c u l t iv a t io n .  ( F ig .26) I t  i s  in  t h i s  a rea  th a t  a f fo re s ta t io n  

has been most ex ten siv e , n ea rly  a l l  of i t  on the  moorland slopes where 

th e  s o i l  i s  too i n f e r t i l e  and d i f f i c u l t  to  plough to  allow  th e  

ex tension  of p ro f i ta b le  a g r ic u ltu re . There a re  th ree  main areas

where p la n tin g  has been s ta r te d  which to g e th e r malie up the  A lle rs to n
18 19F o re s t D i s t r i c t .  Rosedale F o re s t , the  most w este rly  of the

th re e , was begun in1927 v/hen only a sm all area  of h e a th e r  moor was

p la n te d . I t  was g re a tly  extended in  1949 and w il l  ev en tu a lly  cover
207,000 a c re s , tw o -th ird s  of i t  on moorland. The main species

p lan ted  are C orsican P in e , Scots Pine and S itk a  Spruce, v/ith Japanese

Larch on slopes which were form erly bracken-covered. The ex ten t of

the  f o r e s t  in  1955 i s  shown on f i g .  30.
21C ro s s c l if f  F o rest ly in g  e a s t of Newton Dale was s ta r te d  in

1937 and by 1955 covered an a rea  o f over 2,800 a c re s , n ea rly  a l l  of
22which was o r ig in a lly  moorland. Most of i t  l i e s  on south fac in g  

slopes below 750 f e e t  on heavy s o i ls  derived  from the Oxford Clay and

j  Q

In form ation  supplied  by the F o re s try  Commission. '
19 Now sub-d iv ided  in to  Cropton and P ick erin g  a re as .

Zehetmayr, J.7/.L . -  A ffo re s ta tio n  of Upland H eaths, F o re s try  
Commission B u lle t in  No.32, 196O, p . 25*
Ib id . p p .14- 18. This a rea  was o r ig in a lly  c a lle d  Langdale F o re s t. 

22 Unpublished m a te ria l from th e  F o re s try  Commission.
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th e  E s tu a rin e s . Harwood Dale F o re s t i s  the  most e a s te r ly  and

extends to  w ith in  two m iles of the co ast. The s o i l  here i s  a lso  

heavy c lay  which i s  b e liev ed  to  be f a i r l y  f e r t i l e ,  b u t the  

numerous la rg e  bou lders i t  con ta ins made ploughing im possible u n t i l  

machinery of a s u ita b le  type was developed a few y ears  ago.

P la n tin g  was s ta r te d  in  1927 and was s t i l l  con tinu ing  in  1955, by 

which time the  p lan ted  a rea  was about 1,600 a c re s . There are  o th er 

o ld e r p la n ta tio n s  n e a re r to  the co ast on vhat was o r ig in a lly  Cloughton 

Moor. The main sp ec ies  p lan ted  in  bo th  Langdale and Harwood Dale 

f o r e s ts  are  Scots P in e , Japanese Larch, Norway Spruce and S itk a  Spruce, 

which when f u l ly  grown w il l  be a va luab le  source of home-produced 

tim ber.

I t  i s  c le a r  th a t  a t  the p resen t day th e  rec lam ation  of moor

land  fo r  farm ing i s  u n lik e ly  to  proceed much fu r th e r ,  d e sp ite  the 

f in a n c ia l  a ss is ta n c e  Thich can o ften  be obtained  fo r  rec lam ation . 

W ithin re c e n t y ears  many farm ers have reclaim ed  sm all a reas  of no t 

more than  two or th ree  acres  a t  a tim e, u su a lly  to  ju s t i f y  the  

purchase of machinery. While most of these  sm all e f f o r t s  have 

y ie ld ed  a p r o f i t  ev en tu a lly  the farm ers could probably have gained 

more in  th e  long run by improving the  q u a lity  of e x is tin g  enclosed 

lan d . There i s  no doubt th a t  most of the  moorland w il l  always be 

used as sheep p a s tu re . In  1955 the  Royal Commission on Common Land 

recorded  no le s s  than  78,800 acres of moorland in  the  re g io n , in  

most o f which grazing  was s t in te d  and the  r ig h ts  c a re fu lly
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23preserved . The North R iding as a whole the  commissioners s ta te d ,

 could claim  to  he the county of England where common leind

r e ta in s  i t s  g re a te s t  ho ld  on the  l i f e  of the  community." This i s

p a r t ic u la r ly  tru e  of the  Moors and Dales reg io n .

Region I I I . The C o ra llian  Outcrop.

In  th i s  southernm ost sub-reg ion  changes in  land-use  were 

sp e c ta c u la r  during  the  m id-n ineteen th  cen tury . The in c rease  in  the  

p ro p o rtio n  of a rab le  land  noted during  the f i r s t  h a lf  o f the cen tu ry  

con tinued , and when th e  f i r s t  a g r ic u l tu r a l  re tu rn s  were c o lle c te d  in  

1867, no le s s  than  64 p e r cent of th e  improved land was devoted to  

t h i s  u se . There were some v a r ia t io n s  in  the  p ro p o rtio n  of a ra b le  

w ith in  th e  sub -reg ion . In  the  Hambleton H il ls  in  th e  west,where 

the  genera l e le v a tio n  i s  h igher than  elsewhere th e re  v/as le s s  a rab le  

(57 p er cen t) than  in  the lower e a s te rn  a re a s . The only exceptions 

were on the  low -ly ing  land  in  the  south  between Sproxton and 

Nunnington, and a sm all a rea  in  the  c e n tra l  p a r t  of the Hambletons 

where the  su rface  i s  p a r t ic u la r ly  f l a t  and the s o i l  easy to  plough. 

Along th e  steep  w estern  scarp and in  the high no rthern  p a r t  of the 

p la te a u  the p ro p o rtio n  of a rab le  land  was g en e ra lly  under 40 per cent, 

From Helmsley eastw ards the p ro p o rtio n  of at'able was g re a te r , 

exceeding 67 pe r cent alm ost everywhere. Exceptions were the  high 

p la te a u  n o r th -e a s t  o f the  Demvent and the b o u ld er-c lay  lowland

23 Royal Commission op. c i t .  p p .247-49<
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n e a re s t  to  Scarborough where the  c lose  proxim ity  of the  town c rea ted  

a lo c a l  need fo r  horse  p a stu re  and a market f o r  hay.

The type of a rab le  farniing was remarkably uniform throughout 

the  reg io n . A fo u r - fo ld  ro ta t io n  was g e n era lly  fo llow ed , c o n s is tin g  

o f o a ts , tu rn ip s ,  ro ta t io n  g rasse s  and e i th e r  wheat or b a r le y .

Sheep 7/ere fed  on the tu rn ip s  in  v d n te r. In  th e  region  as a whole 

only about tv/elve per cent o f the  improved land  was under a temporary 

le y , w hile a f a r  la rg e r  p ropo rtion  was devoted to  g ra in  crops, 

e sp e c ia lly  o a ts . In  a fev; p laces the  o ld  ro ta t io n  of g ra in  crops 

and fa llo w  was s t i l l  fo llow ed, though i t  was always m odified by 

the in tro d u c tio n  of a sm all acreage of ro ta t io n  g ra ss .

Permanent g ra ss lan d , which e a r l ie r  in  the cen tu iy  had 

occupied alm ost h a lf  th e  improved land had decreased to  b a re ly  36 p e r 

cen t by I 867. Only in  the  Hambleton H il ls  d id  the p ro p o rtio n

remain h ig h er. Thus, in  I 867 the  C o ra llian  Limestone h i l l s  could
01

be regarded  f o r  the  f i r s t  time as a predom inantly a rab le  reg ion .

Land-use changes during the l a t e r  p a r t  of th e  cen tury  

follow ed much the same p a tte rn  as in  the  o th e r tvro sub-reg ions 

( f ig s .  27 , 28 , 29) . The p e rio d  of "high farm ing", exem plified  by 

the  cond itions in  1867, was follow ed by a general decline  in  the  

a rab le  acreage during the g re a t dep ress io n . This change was more 

pronounced in  some p a rish e s  than  in  o th e rs . While in  a th i r d  of

D e ta ils  o f cropping a t  Lund cote in  1882-83 show th a t  th e re  
a t  l e a s t  t h i s  remained t ru e .  Royal A g ric u ltu ra l  S o c ie ty , 
i x ,  p .496. 1883. Y orkshire farm p r iz e  com petition .
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th e  p a r is h e s  over 60 p e r cen t o f th e  improved lan d  was k ep t in  

a ra b le ,  in  the  sub -reg io n  as a vrhole th e  p ro p o rtio n  had f a l le n  

by 1890to only 54 p e r  c e n t, a d ecrease  of ten  p e r  cen t s ince  I 067. 

Everywhere some of th e  land  which had fo rm erly  been a ra b le  was l a i d  

down to  permanent g ra s s .  In  the  Hambleton K i l ls  t h i s  r e s u l te d  in  

a preponderance o f g ra ss la n d  though in  o th e r  p a r ts  o f the  C o ra llia n  

Liniestone K i l ls  a ra b le  lan d  s t i l l  occupied more than  h a l f  the  

improved acreage .

Tlie p e rio d  up to  1913 sav# l i t t l e  f u r th e r  change. The a ra b le  

acreage in c re a se d  only s l i ^ i t l y  to  meet wartime c o n d itio n s , b u t  th e re  

was a g en era l in c re a se  in  the  acreage under g ra in s  and ro o ts  a t  the  

expense o f the  r o ta t io n  g ra s s e s . The War was no more than a h a l t in g  

tim e in  th e  g e n e ra l tre n d  away from a ra b le  farm ing , and in  th e  

post-w ar y e a rs  more lan d  continued to  be l a i d  down to  permanent g ra s s . 

By 1931 th e  p ro p o rtio n  under a ra b le  had f a l l e n  even low er than  in  

1890, and occupied only 51 p e r cen t o f th e  improved ac reag e . At tlie 

same tim e th e re  was a g re a t in c re a se  in  the  p ro p o rtio n  of tem porary 

l e y ,  which th roughout the  Hambleton and T abular H i l l s  to  the  w est o f 

Newton D ale, had alm ost doubled since  1913. In  t h i s  w estern  a rea  

only 34 p e r  c en t o f  tlie improved land  was used f o r  g ra in  and ro o t  

c ro p s , compared w ith  45 p e r  cen t in  1918. The decrease  was g re a te s t  

i n 't h e  T abular H i l l s  vdiere as much as I 8 p e r cen t was under a 

tem porary le y . Indeed in  t h i s  w estern  a rea  g ra ss lan d  predom inated 

alm ost eveiyw here, and the  farm ing , though mixed, depended vei^^ la rg e ly
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on an im als. F u rth e r  e a s t ,  in  the  Hackness H i l ls  th e  p ro p o rtio n  

under g ra in s  and ro o ts  was g e n e ra l ly  h ig h e r (41 per cen t) though 

in  o th e r  re s p e c ts  the  farm ing d if f e r e d  very  l i t t l e .

The Second World War h e ra ld ed  a complete re v e r s a l  o f th e  

e a r l i e r  tre n d . G-rassland v/as ploughed up; throughout the  sub- 

reg io n  the  p ro p o rtio n  o f the  improved land under a ra b le  crops exceeded 

60 p e r  c e n t, and in  th e  Hackness H i l l s  i t  reached alm ost 71 p e r cen t 

by 1945* The p ro p o rtio n  of r o ta t io n  g ra ss  changed very l i t t l e ,  

and the g re a te r  p a r t  o f th e  in c re ased  acreage of ploughland was used 

f o r  g ra in s  and ro o ts .  Except in  the  Hambleton H i l l s  where th e  

p ro p o rtio n  of crop lan d  had always been low, th ese  crops occupied . 

more than  h a l f  th e  improved acreage f o r  the  f i r s t  tim e since  I 867.

The end o f th e  Second war was fo llow ed by a slow re tu rn  

tow ards the  form er type o f farm ing and la n d -u s e . The p ro p o rtio n  

o f a ra b le  lan d  d ecreased , though by 1955 t h i s  change amounted to  

only f iv e  p e r cent o f th e  improved acreage and a rab le  land  s t i l l  

occupied w ell over h a lf  th e  improved la n d . The p ro p o rtio n  of

ro ta t io n  g ra s s  in c reased  more ra p id ly , and th i s  was accompanied by 

a decrease  in  th e  acreage of g ra in s  and r o o ts ,  ( f i g . 29)* In  p a r ts  

o f th e  Hambleton H i l l s  re v e rs io n  to  g ra s s la n d  was alm ost complete 

by 1955, and in  O ldstead  over 93 per cen t of the  improved lan d  was 

under tem porary and permanent g ra s s . Elsevdiere the  change was l e s s  

sp e c ta c u la r  and th e  p ro p o rtio n  of g rass lan d  rem ained below 60 p e r 

c e n t.
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Cropping had undergone few changes sin ce  1867, and sown 

g ra s s e s , b a r le y ,  o a ts  and tu rn ip s  s t i l l  occupied most o f th e  

a ra b le  lan d . By 1955 some lo c a l  d if fe re n c e s  were ap p aren t.

In  th e  a rea  west o f P ic k e rin g  sown g ra s se s  were the  main crop; f u r th e r  

e a s t  b a r le y  occupied the  g re a te r  acreage and wheat was o f more 

s ig n if ic a n c e  than  e lse \d ie re . As in  I 867 , sheep fed  on ro o ts  d u ring  

th e  w in te r formed an im portan t f e a tu re  of th e  farm ing of the  C o ra llia n  

re g io n .

Since I 867 th e  reg io n  has emerged as one of mixed farm ing w ith  

an emphasis on a ra b le . The r e l a t i v e  amounts of a ra b le  lan d  and 

permanent g rasslan d  have v a rie d  accord ing  to  th e  p re v a ilin g  economic 

c o n d itio n s . The g r e a te s t  v a r ia t io n s  have always occurred  in  the  

c e n tr a l  p a r t  of th e  re g io n  ( th e  T abu lar H i l l s )  where th e  l i g h t  loamy 

s o i l s  a re  eq u a lly  w ell s u i te d  to  e i th e r  g ra in  crops o r g ra s s .

Much sm a lle r  v a r ia t io n s  in  lan d -u se  have c h a ra c te r is e d  th e  Hambleton 

H i l l s ,  where th e  h igh  a l t i t u d e  e s p e c ia l ly  of the  n o rth e rn  p a r t  o f the  

p la te a u , and the  steep  g ra d ie n ts  of th e  scarp  and v a lle y  s id e s  favour 

permanent g rass lan d  and fodder crops r a th e r  than c e re a ls .  In  the  

e a s t  th e  Hackness H i l ls  have rem ained predom inantly  a ra b le  a t  a l l  

tim es.

Moorland, which occupied only a r e l a t i v e ly  sm all a re a  in  

th e  C o ra llia n  re g io n  even in  I 85I ,  has been very  la rg e ly  rec la im ed  

s in c e .
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In  th e  Hambleton H i l l s  where moorland was f a i r l y  e x te n s iv e  

very  la rg e  areas have been rec la im ed . Most of th e  reclaim ed  land  

l i e s  on the f l a t  p la te a u  su rfa c e . The in ta k e s  a re  g e n e ra lly  above 

900 f e e t ,  r i s in g  to  over 1,000 f e e t  along the  w estern  edge o f th e  

p la te a u  and are  th e re fo re  above th e  g en era l le v e l  o f c u l t iv a t io n .  

S m aller s c a t te re d  in ta k e s  a lso  occur round the  moorland edge ( f i g . 26) .  

A ll o f them are  h ig h , th e  low er land  having  been b rough t in to  

c u l t iv a t io n  much e a r l i e r .

R eclam ation has been undertalcen fo r  b o th  farm ing and f o r e s t r y .  

Reclam ation f o r  farm ing has been on a r e l a t i v e ly  la rg e  sc a le  in  the  

Hambletons, m ainly as a r e s u l t  of compulsory ploughing du ring  the 

Second World War. The reclaim ed lan d  s u f fe r s  from th e  combined 

d isad v an tag es of h e i ^ t  and a lack  o f su rfa ce  w a te r. I t s  h e ig h t of 

over 900 f e e t  makes i t  u n su ita b le  f o r  grov/ing g ra in  crops except vdien 

w eather and p r ic e s  a re  p a r t i c u la r ly  fa v o u ra b le ; th e  absence of 

su rface  w ater i s  a handicap f o r  any k ind  o f s tock  except sheep.

Reclam ation f o r  f o r e s t r y  has been c a r r ie d  out in  two la rg e  

a re a s  in  the Hambleton H i l l s .  These form p a r t  o f th e  Am pleforth 

F o re s t D i s t r i c t .  Byland F o re s t ,  th e  more so u th e rly  of the  two 

a re a s ,  occupies a la rg e  a rea  on th e  p la te a u  su rface  n e a r  the  sou thern  

m argin o f the  Hambletons ( f i g .  26) .  P la n tin g  was s ta r te d  in  1928 when 

135 a c re s  on Byland Moor were p lan ted  w ith  c o n ife r s .  By 1953 

p la n t in g  on B yland, Wass and Am pleforth Moors was com plete , and th e  

t o t a l  a re a  had reached 867 a c re s . R e a ffo re s ta t io n  had a lso  been
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s ta r te d  on Sproxton Moor and on s teep  sou thw ard-fac ing  s lopes in  

Byland and O ldstead  where woodland had been c le a re d  a t  some tim e 

in  the p a s t .

B oltby  F o re s t f u r th e r  n o rth  i s  th e  second a rea  and occupies 

th e  s te e p ly  s lop ing  s id e s  o f th e  v a lle y  o f Lunshaw Beck, and extends 

on to  th e  p la te a u  su rfa c e  only in  th e  n o r th . P la n tin g  m ainly w ith  

c o n ife rs  has been continuous since  1929,and by 1953 th e  f o r e s t  

covered 487 a c re s , a l l  o f i t  on form er m oorland. Only a sm all a rea  

rem ained to  be p la n te d .

The spread  of moorland v e g e ta tio n  beyond i t s  form er l im i ts  

has a lso  taken  p lace  in  some p a r t s  of the  Hambleton H i l l s .

F ig . 26 shows se v e ra l sm all in ta k e s  which have re v e r te d  to  m oorland, 

most of them in  i s o la te d  p o s it io n s  on the  n o rth e rn  p a r t  o f th e  p la te a u  

and along the  w estern  sca rp . There a re  a lso  th re e  la rg e  a reas  where 

woodland has been c lea red  and th e  land  overrun by h ea th e r and b racken . 

Table 28 shows c le a r ly  th a t  in  the  Hambleton H i l l s  more land  has been 

rec la im ed  du ring  th e  l a s t  cen tu ry  than  has been allow ed to  r e v e r t t to  

m oorland. Only th e  h i p e s t  and l e a s t  f e r t i l e  a re a s  no?; rem ain as 

unimproved sheep ru n s .

In  th e  T abular H i l l s  between th e  R iver Rye and Newton D ale, 

very l i t t l e  moorland rem ained by 183I and th e re  have been few changes 

s in c e . Reclam ation has been e n t i r e ly  f o r  farm ing , and most o f i t  

has been c a r r ie d  ou t since  the beg inn ing  of the  Second World War.

The l a r g e s t  rec la im ed  a re a  i s  in  A ppleton-le-M oors ?jiere p a r t  of the
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common was enclosed and ploughed during the war. Less extensive 

reclam ation  has been attem pted since  the  war on B oonhill Common 

where about 80 acres o f h ea th er and gorse have been c leared  and the 

land ploughed. In  Blansby Park and a t  S a in to f t  Grange near 

P ick erin g , scrub has been c leared  since the war from old in tak es  which

had been allowed to  degenerate. Elsewhere in  th e  Tabular H il ls  the

in ta k es  a re  sm all and are  sc a tte re d  round the  lower edge of the 

rem aining moorland.

The extension of moorland below i t s  form er le v e l  has a lso  

been confined to  a few a re a s , a s  f ig .  26 shows. In  p r a c t ic a l ly  

every case , h ea th er and bracken have colon ised  steep  slopes where 

woodland has been c leared  and which are of no p a r t ic u la r  value fo r  

e i th e r  ploughing or g razing . In th i s  area th e re  has been no

general low ering of the le v e l  of c u lt iv a t io n .

In  the Hackness H il ls  e a s t of Nev/ton Dale there  has been 

very l i t t l e  reclam ation  fo r  farm ing, lack  of su rface  water being  

the c h ie f  handicap. A lso , only very few f ie ld s  have gone out of 

c u lt iv a t io n  ( f i g . 26) .  Most of the  moorland in  e x is te n c e  in  I 85I 

has since been bought by the  F o re s try  Commission, and i t  i s  in  

th is  area  th a t  some of the e a r l i e s t  and la rg e s t  p la n ta t io n s  are 

s i tu a te d . The p la n ta t io n s  form the rem ainder of A lle rs to n  F o re s t, 

some p a r ts  o f which have been described  a lready  in  Region I I .  Most 

of the  area  o r ig in a lly  consisted  of heath land  on the f l a t  p la teau



269

Table 28. Changes in  the  Moorland in  Region I I I . 1851-1955.

P a r ish Acreage
Reclaim ed

Acreage
R everted

A m pleforth 270 0
Arden and Hawnby 143 285
Boltby 1,137 149 ■
Byland w ith  Wass 717 0
Cold K irby 382 0
Dale Town w ith  Mur ton 195 0
Kepwick and Cowesby 10 274
K ilbu rn 240 9
K irby Knov/le 40 42
O ldstead 26 32
Scawton 346 0
Sproxton 278 250
S utton-under-W hit e stone 115 0
8i l to n  (Over and N ether) 168 305 '

T o ta l 4 ,067 1,346

A ppleton-le-M oors 219 0
Cav/thorn and Cropton 36 23 !
Fadmoor and G illam oor 169 0 !
Helmsley 16 267

. H utton-1e-H ole 146 0 1
 ̂ Newton 0 161

P ic k e rin g 71 99
Pockley 20 75

, R ievaulx 123 387
Skiplam 16 60
Spaunton 14' 0

T o ta l 830 1,072

Hambleton
H i l l s

T abular
H i l ls

C o n tin u ed .. .



Table 28. Continued.

270

P a r ish Acreage
Reclaimed

Acreage
R everted

A lle r s to n 1,926 196 )
A yton, E a s t and West 216 0
Brompton 898 69
Cloughton 785 89
E bberston 921 37
Hackness and Broxa 690 44
H utton B uscel 786 0
I r to n  and Seamer 61 17
Levisham 0 177
Lockton 225 220
S ilpho 256 0
Snain ton 381 22
S u f f ie ld 286 0
Thornton Dale 3,316 0
T ro u tsd a le 83 57
V/ykeham 710 0 )

T o ta l 11,540 928

Hackness
H i l ls

su rfa c e  a t  h e ig h ts  of between 500 and 700 f e e t .  The f o r e s t  a lso

ex tends in to  some of th e  sm a lle r  d a le s ,  b u t most o f th e  l a r g e r

ones were a lread y  farm ed b e fo re  th e  F o re s try  Commission took over,

and on ly  th e  s te ep  s id e s  were a v a i la b le  f o r  p la n t in g . The s o i l s

on th e  p la te a u  a re  d e riv ed  from the  C alcareous G r i t s .  They are

h e a v ily  leached  and a re  u n d e rla in  by a continuous h a rd -pan . The

su rfa c e  in  many p la c e s  i s  covered w ith  se v e ra l inches o f  p e a t ,  and
25

th e  whole a rea  i s  u n su ita b le  f o r  c u l t iv a t io n .

25 Zehetmayr J.W .L. o p .c i t .  p p .14-18.
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P la n tin g  began in  1921 in  S ta in d a le  and Dalby W arren,, p a r t ly  

in  the  nnmerous dry  v a lle y s  and p a r t ly  on th e  p la te a u  su rfa c e . By 

1955 the  p la n ta t io n s  covered th e  whole o f A lle r s to n  Moor and extended 

eastw ard  in to  th e  B ick ley , Wykeham Wydale and Broxa Moors. The 

p o s i t io n  o f th e  F o re s t  i s  shown on f i g . 30 and th e  a re a s  rec la im ed  in  

T able 18. The sp e c ie s  used  have v a rie d  co n s id e ra b ly . Some o f th e  

e a r ly  p la n ta t io n s  of Spruce, Sco ts P ine and Japanese  la r c h  f a i l e d  to  

m ature and have s in ce  been re p la c e d  by o th e r  sp e c ie s  such as C on to rta  

P in e , which re s e a rc h  has shown a re  b e t t e r  s u i te d  to  th e  c o n d itio n s . 

Most a re  c o n if e r s ,  w ith  only sm all q u a n ti t ie s  o f beech in te rm ix ed .

W ith in  the  F o re s t ,  bo th  in  th e  d a le s  and on p a tc h es  o f more 

f e r t i l e  s o i l  on the  p la te a u ,  farm s have been e s ta b l is h e d  to  the  

m utual b e n e f i t  o f b o th  fan n in g  and f o r e s t r y .  The f o r e s t s  p rov ide  

s h e l te r  f o r  the  fa rm s, w hile  tlie  farm s form f i r e b re a k s  f o r  th e  f o r e s t .  

T h is i s  p a r t i c u l a r ly  va luab le  where su rfa c e  w ater i s  a b sen t.

As a r e s u l t  o f a f f o r e s ta t io n  very l i t t l e  moorland rem ains 

today in  th e  Hackness H i l l s  as f i g .  26 c le a r ly  shows. Thousands of 

a c re s  which u n t i l  1921 were grouse moors, sheep p a s tu re s  and r a b b i t  

w arrens o f i n f e r i o r  q u a li ty  are  now producing crops o f tim ber o f 

c o n s id e rab le  v a lu e . T h is i s  th e  g r e a te s t  change in  lan d -u se  th a t  

has tak en  p lace  in  th e  Hackness H i l ls  du ring  th e  l a s t  hundred y e a r s ,  

and th e  a re a  i s  now n o tab le  f o r  i t s  f o r e s t r y  r a th e r  than  f o r  i t s  

farm ing .
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In  th e  C o ra ll ia n  Region as a whole th e  p e rio d  from 1851 to  

1955 has w itnessed  th re e  im portan t changes in  la n d -u se . The f i r s t  

i s  th e  f lu c tu a t io n  in  p ro p o rtio n s  o f a ra b le  la n d  and g ra s s la n d  w ith  

th e  changing economic c o n d itio n s . D esp ite  t h i s  f lu c tu a t io n  the  

re g io n  has rem ained one o f mixed farm ing , w ith  th e  emphasis on g ra s s 

lan d  in  th e  west and on a ra b le  in  th e  e a s t .  The second i s  the  g re a t 

re d u c tio n  in  th e  acreage  o f m oorland. Indeed , th e  Royal Commission 

o f 1955 re p o r te d  under 1 if ,000 a c re s  of moorland s t i l l  used as commons 

in  th e  p a r is h e s  o f th e  r e g i o n . T h e  commons p lay  com paratively  

l i t t l e  p a r t  in  the  l i f e  o f the  re g io n . The th i r d  and most im portan t 

change i s  th e  la r g e - s c a le  a f f o r e s ta t io n  which now c h a ra c te r is e s  bo th  

th e  Hambleton and Hackness H i l l s  and which has changed n o t only the  

lan d -u se  b u t th e  appearance and economic worth o f the re g io n .

Some of th e  p a r is h e s  extend in to  Region I I ,  and th e  amount o f 

moorland rem ain ing  in  Region I I I  i s  a c tu a l ly  much l e s s .
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Conclusion

I t  i s  c le a r  th a t  w ith in  th e  l a s t  cen tu ry  numerous changes 

have tak en  p lac e  in  th e  lan d -u se  o f the  N orth  York Moors. On 

th e  improved fai-m la n d  emphasis has swung between an a ra b le  and 

a g ra s s la n d  economy acco rd in g  to  th e  p re v a i l in g  economic c o n d itio n s . 

At most tim es the  th re e  p h y s ic a l su b -reg io n s have a lso  been d i s t i n c t  

lan d -u se  re g io n s , vn.th a ra b le  p redom inating  on th e  B o u ld er-c lay  

P la te a u , g ra z in g  lan d  in  th e  Moors and D ales and a ra b le  on th e  

C o ra ll ia n . In  tim es o f economic d e c lin e  g ra s s la n d  has p re 

dom inated everyw here, w h ile  p e rio d s  o f h ig h  p r ic e s  and expanding 

m arkets a re  marked by a g en era l in c re a s e  o f a ra b le . Under e i th e r  

c ircum stance the  re g io n a l  d i s t in c t io n s  a re  to  some e x te n t masked.

D esp ite  th e  g re a t  e x te n t o f rec lam atio n  th e  l i f e  o f the  

re g io n  i s  s t i l l  dom inated by i t s  m oorland. W ith in  th e  l a s t  ten  

y e a rs  th e  N orth York Moors have been se t a s id e  as a N a tio n a l P ark .

In  the  fu tu re  a t t e n t io n  i s  l ik e ly  to  be pa id  to  the  p re s e rv a tio n  o f 

th e  moors as an open space f o r  r e c re a t io n  r a th e r  than  to  t h e i r  

conversion  to  o th e r  u se s .
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Region I . The N orthern  B o u ld e r-c la y  P la te a u

A islahy 858087 Goldsborough 836147 Kormanby 927059
Bamhy 827125 Handale 726157 Eoxby 761165
Borrowby 770156 Hawsker w ith 914083 Ruswarp 890092
Boulby 755192 S ta in s a c re Sneaton 895079
Busky Dale 665156 H utton M ulgrave 836100 Stakesby 886108
Dimmingdale Ho. 689119 Ib u rn d a le 873070 Stanghow 678158
Dunsley 857112 K ilto n 700184 Stoupe Brow 953025
E asin g to n 745180 L iv e rto n 712159 S t .  Iv e s 924027
E lle rb y 800147 M ickleby 802130 Sw indale 679145
Foulsyke 914024 Moorsholm 690145 Thorney Brow 947017
îy i in g d a le s 9)05 Newton Mulgrave 789156 U gthorpe 800111
îÿ l in g  Raw 9)6056 Newholm 868105 W hitby L athes 920096

Region I I .  The 

A l la n to f ts

Moors and D ales. 

830030 G la is d a le 775055 L i t t l e  Ayton 570103
B ann iscue Wood 550905 G oathland 837013 L i t t l e  Beck 88OO5O
B aysdale 621068 H a r to f t 750930 L ounsdale 605109
B lakey House 680998 Harwood Dale 962956 N orth  Ings 649111
Bramble C arr 704074 Hawnby 543898 N ether S i l to n 455924
Broughton Moor 555037 Hayburn 008970 Over S i l to n 451933
Busby Moor 5)0035 Helwath 955996 Osm otherley 455972
Cock F l a t t 551001 H utton l e  Hole 705900 Round C lose 640146
Clough Ho. 529011 H utton Lowcross 603139 S led d a le 620120
Commondale 663107 In g leb y S n ile sw o rth 510956
Cowhouse 608898 Greenhow 580065 S ta in to n d a le 990985
Crunkley G i l l 755070 Kemp sv/i th en 655085 Thimbleby 450954
Danby 707085 Keysbeck 966960 Ugglebarnby 880072
Easby 578088 K ild a le 607096 Wayvforth 646097
Egton 810060 L a s k i l l 563907 W esterdale 665060
E s k le ts 656017 Lastingham 730905 W ether Ho. 555943
F a i r  Head 835047 Lealholm 763078 IVhorlton Moor 5099

L i l i a  Howe 890987



Region I I I . The C o ra ll ia n  O utcrop .
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A islab y 775857 K ingthorpe 840866
A m pleforth 583785 K irby Knowle 468873
A n to fts 580829 Langdale 940910
A ppleton-1e-M oors 735880 Lund Court 670857
Arden 520906 M iddleton 780850
Beadlam 651846 Murton 535880
B ick ley 915919 Namton 660846
B irk  Nab 626910 Newton 812906
Blansby Park 824867 Newlass 581865
B oltby 492866 N o rth s tead 030900

• B o o n h ill 663910 Nunnington 665790
Breaday G i l l 965927 Old Byland 550860
Broxa 945915 O ldstead 530800
By lan d  Abbey 548790 O sw aldkirk 625790
Cawthom 774891 Pockley 637860
Cold Cam 542815 R avensthorpe 480867
Cold K irby 534845 R ievau lx  Abbey 577850
Cropton 757890 R uston 960830
Dalby 853887 S a in to f t  Grange 791894
Dale Town 535886 S c a lla  Moor 818850
E lle rb u m 842842 Scavrton 550835
E l l i s  C lose 985950 S ilpho 965920
E v erley 971890 Skiplam 656874
Fadmoor 675894 Spaunton 725900
F a lsg ra v e 025877 Sproxton 615815
G illam oor 683900 S ta in d a le 870903
G ivendale 880850 S t i l t o n s 599845
G r if f 588838 Stonegrave 655778
Hackness 965900 S u f f ie ld 985906
H esketh  Grange 502869 T ro u tsd a le 931900
Hood Grange 504823 Wass 555793
Horcim 844932 W elbum 680845
H utton B uscel 970840 West Newton Grange 6308OO
Keldholme 709863 W ilton 86O830
Kepwick 470910 Woribleton 670840
K ilb u m 514795 W relton 767860
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' APPENDIX I I

In ta k e s  and A ssa r ts  d u ring  m edieval tim es

Region I .  The N orthern  B o u ld e r-C lay 'P la te au
; ,

P a r ish  No', o f in ta k e s Acreage Century

L iv e rto n  New enclo su re 12th
ly i in g 9 14th
Ib u rn d a le - — 14 th
E ro tto n — — 12th

T o ta l ?

Region I I .  The C e n tra l Moors and D ales

Ing leby  Greenhow 28 12th
• G reat Ayton - 24 12th

' Rose d a le 4 47 12th
H a r to f t 43 112 13 th -1 4 th
Cropton 9 i 14th
A lla n to f ts - 160 13 th -14 th
A lla n to f ts 1 190 14 th
A lla n to f ts 1 308 14th
S ta in to n d a le 500 13th

T o ta l 49+ 1,378?
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Appendix I I  (C o n td .)

Region I I I .  The C o ra ll ia n  Outcrop

P a r ish  No.. o f  In ta k e s Acreage Century

H utton l e  Hole 3 13th
. . Helmsley 1 - ' 12th

h - Sproxton 2 12+ 12th
Hoveton 3+ - 12th
Skiplam - - 12th
Nev/lathes - - 12th
Oswaldkirk - - 12th
A n to fts - - 12th
Levisham 4 13 14th
Cropton - 7 56 14th
K ingthorpe 2 5 l a t e  13 th  to  

e a r ly  14 th
11 3 25 14th
11 1 20 14th

Cropton 3 22 13 th -1 4 th
W relton 1 8 11
M iddleton 2 20& tt
P ic k e rin g  ; . 4 39 : 11

' E lle rb u rn 1 3 ' 13 th -14 th
W ilton . 1 40 It
A islaby 1 9 It
S ta in to n 2 8 It
A lle rs to n - - 12th
Wykeham and Ruston 2 40 14th
Langdale 1 20 14th
B ick ley  v - - 1 40 14th
B u rn is to n 1 80 14th

T o ta l 46+ 460^+
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Land owned by the  m o n aste rie s  in  m edieval tim es

Region I .  The N orthern  B o u ld e r-c lay  p la te a u .

P a r ish M onastery Land-use

L iv e rto n Y/hitby Abbey A rable and p a s tu re
W hitby II II A rab le , p a s tu re ,  meadow
p y iin g n II A rable
Stakesby M II A rable
Ib u rn d a le II II P a s tu re  '
Hawsker II II A rable
L o ftu s II II A rable
Dunsley Handale P r io ry A rable and p a s tu re
B ro tton Guisborough P r io ry A rable
Ugthorpe It II A rable
H inderw ell Whitby Abbey A rable

Region I I .  The Moors and D ales.

Guisborough Guisborough P r io ry Moorland
G la isd a le II II P a s tu re
Danby II II A rable
B aysdale B aysdale Abbey A rab le , meadow, p a s tu re
W esterdale  ̂ II II A rab le , meadow

( R ievaulx  and Byland P a s tu re
B ils d a le R ievaulx  Abbey P a stu re  and a ra b le
B ransdale R ievaulx  and Keldholme P a stu re
F arndale II „ It P a stu re
Rosedale Rosedale Abbey A rab le , meadow, p a s tu re
S n ilesw o rth Byland Abbey P astu re
W horlton II II Moorland '
In g leb y  Greenhow Keldholme P rio ry P a s tu re  and a ra b le
G reat Ayton Whitby Abbey A rable
Goathland It II A rab le , meadow, p a s tu re
S ta in to n d a le B rid lin g to n  P r io ry P a s tu re
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Appendix I I I  ( Contd)

Region I I I .  The C o ra ll ia n O utcrop .

P a r is h M onastery Land-use

( G r i f f R ievau lx  Abbey A rab le

Helm sley
M II 

It II

II

P a s tu re
(N ew lathes II II A rab le  and p a s tu re

Nawton II II A rable
WelhurjL II II II

Wombleton II II II

Skiplam II II P a s tu re
Beadlam II II II

Pockley II II II

Sproxton II II II

B oltby II II II

R avensthorpe II II II

T h ir lb y II II II

H esketh II II Moorland
Hoveton II II A rab le  and p a s tu re
O sw aldkirk II li A rab le
Scavrton (A n to f ts )  " " II

P ic k e r in g II II A ra b le , meadow, p a s tu re
E lle rb u rn II n A rab le
Thornton Dale II II P a s tu re
A lle r s to n II II A rab le
O ldstead Byland Abbey A rab le
Wass II II A rab le
Cold K irby II II A rable
Kepwick II II P a s tu re
A m pleforth II II P a s tu re
Murton II II i P a s tu re
Old Byland II II A rable  and p a s tu re
K irby-M oorside Keldholme P r io ry A rab le
A p p le to n - le -

Moors S t .  M aiy*s, York A rable
H u tto n -le -H o le II II II A rable
Spaunton II II II A rable
Arden Arden P r io ry P a s tu re
Hackness W hitby Abbey A ra b le , meadow, p a s tu re
Broxa II II P a s tu re
B u rn is to n II II A rable
M iddleton R osedale Abbey P a s tu re
Lockton II M A rab le  and p a s tu re
P ic k e r in g G oath land  H erm itage P a s tu re
C loughton B r id lin g to n  P r io ry A rab le

-
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Appaiu)ix IV 

R eclam ation  o f M oorland -  1339 -  1750<

Region I . The N orthern  B o u ld e r-c la y  p la te a u .

P a r is h  No. o f In ta k e s  Acreage

Dunsley
îÿ l in g
l y i i n g  Thorpe
L iv e r to n
U gthorpe

2
2
1
1
2

T o ta ls 8

Region I I . The Moors and D a le s .

?
?
?

120
?

120+

C entury

l6 th
l6 th
l6 th
l6 th
l é th

B ils d a le 219 2 , 843 -̂
B ran sd a le ? ?
K ild a le 3 ?
S n ile sw o rth é 37
H elm sley (Cowhouse) 6 120
R osedale 12 ?
P ic k e r in g  (Newton D ale) 3 29
E sk d a le s id e 8 4+
G oath land  and ) 33 486
A l la n to f t s  ) 15 ; 308+
Harwood Dale

T o ta ls 303+ 3 ,827 i+

17 th  
17 th  
I8 th  
17 th  
17 th  
17 th  

l 6 th - l7 th  
l6 th  
17 th  
l é th

C o n tin u e d .. .
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Appendix IV ( C on td .)

Region I I I .  The C o ra ll ia n  O utcrop.

P a r is h No. o f  In ta k e s Acreage C entury

Pockley 14 6l 17 th
B o ltb y 9 308 17 th

" (R avenstho rpe) 2 356 17 th
K irby  Knowle ? ? 17th
Nunnington ? A ll  moorleind 17 th

en c lo sed
B yland , W ass, O ldstead 1 ? 17th
Levisham ? ? 17 th
P ic k e r in g ? 299 l6 th - l 7 t h
M iddleton ? ? l6 th
T ro u tsd a le 34 8 l6 th
Lockton -S ta in d a le 3 66 l6 th

" -Horcum 1 100 l6 th
Thornton Dale 3 300 16th
Cropton 4 30 l6 th
Hackness 2 13 l6 th

" (B readay  G i l l ) 1 86 l6 th
Scalby ? 98 17 th
B u rn is to n 1 + 200 17th
S u f f ie ld ? e n t i r e  moor l6 th
Sproxton 9 50 17 th
Beadlam 2 ? 17 th
H elm sley (R iev au lx ) 3 15 17th

O ther p la c e s

Langw athdale ? ? 17 th
Blackhow ? ? 17 th
B ick ley ? ? 17th
Dalby 4+ 4+ l6 th -1 7 th
Langdale 15 240 17 th
S ta n g a te  Bank 2 10 l6 th
Haddowke 1 10 l6 th
Cockerway Cross 1 10 l6 th
Cowme H i l l s 1 ? l6 th
L i t t l e  D ale Rigg 1 120 l6 th

T o ta ls 114+ 2,584+
■
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E n c lo su re , 1539 -  1750,

Region I . The N o rth ern  B o u ld e r-c la y  p la te a u .

283

P a r is h No. o f C loses Acreage C entury

D unsley 6 ? 16th
F ÿ lin g 14 ? 16th
î ÿ l i n g  Raw 4 ? l é t h
F y lin g  Thorpe 4 ? l é th
Hawsker 6 ? l é th
Newholm 3 ? l é t h
Normanby 1 ? 1 é th
Robin Hood* s Bay 8 ? lé th
Ruswarp 4+ ? l é t h
S ta in s a c re 3 ? l é t h
S takesby 29 ? l é t h
U gthorpe 6 ? l é t h
W hitby 17 470+ l é th

T o ta ls 105 470+

Region I I . The Moors and D a les .

B i ls d a le
B ran sd a le
Danby
E sk d a le s id e
G uisborough
K ild a le
R osedale

S n ile sw o rth

O ther p la c e s

Stoupe Brow 
Thorny Brow 
Helwath

844+
?
6

26
?

10
a l l

e n c lo sed
109

3+

7,729
?

14
26^+
?
?

1,716

1 ,013

17 th  
17th  
16th  
16th  
16th  
18th
17 th  

17th

16th
16th
16th

Totals 998+ 1 0 , 498^+



Appendix V. (Contd.)
Region I I I . The C o ra ll ia n  O utcrop .

284

P a r is h

A lle r s to n
B o ltb y

" (H esketh )
" (R avenstho rpe) 

B u rn is to n
B yland , # a s8 , O ld stead

E v erley
Hackness
H elm sley (R iev au lx )

“ ( G r i f f )
** (N ew lathes)

H utton  B usce l 
N o rth s te ad  
N unnington 
Old Byland 
P ic k e r in g

” (B lansby  P ark )
S ilp h o  
Skiplam  
Sproxton  
S u f f ie ld  
W elbum
%-keham (L angdale)

T o ta ls

No. o f C loses A creage C entury

? ? 17th
4 8 17 th

30 258 17 th
84 1 ,0 0 9 i 17th

9 21 + l é t h  & 18 th
? ( a l l 3,558 17th
e n c lo sed )
4 ? l é t h

24 750 17 th
16 ( a l l 397 l é t h
en c lo sed ) ' .

23 490 l é th
17 354 l é t h

? ? 17 th
? 500 17 th
? ? 17 th
? ? l é th

9 ? 17 th
16 1,421 17 th
55 1 ,144 l é th  & I8 th

? ( a l l  en c lo sed ) l é t h
70 223 17th

2 ? l é t h
7 ? l é th
? ? l é th

361 + 1 0 ,1 33&+

J
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