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ilBSTRAGT

The Cromer Moraine forms a d i s t in c t iv e  g eo g rap h ica l reg io n  

n e a r the  co as t o f th e  n o rth e rn  p a r t  o f th e  County of N orfo lk . A p ro 

nounced c h a r a c te r i s t i c  of t h i s  reg io n  i s  th e  vridespread cover o f heatb-land, 

f a r  l e s s  ex ten siv e  th a n  in  form er tim es. This h ea th lan d  appears in  i t s  

tu rn  to  have developed from an o r ig in a l  woodland cover which was d estro y ed  

by th e  dep red a tio n s of man and h is  dom estica ted  anim als .

I t  has been n ecessa ry  f i r s t  to  d e lim it  th e  re g io n  as a c c u ra te ly  

as p o s s ib le  and t h i s  has been accom plished by means of a d e ta i le d  s tudy  

of lo c a l  topography and of w e l l- s e c t io n s .

The e a r l i e s t  evidence of th e  lo c a tio n  of h ea th lan d  comes from 

tlie Domesday Survey and t h i s  has been confirm ed by re fe re n c e s  to  hea th lan d  

in  v a rio u s  o th e r  documents dovm to  1750.

By the  m iddle o f th e  e ig h te e n th  c en tu ry  the  new developm ents i n  

a g r ic u ltu re ^  o r ’N orfolk Husbandry’ as i t  was c a l le d ,  became w id e ly  known 

and p r a c t is e d ,  r e s u l t in g  in  t h i s  re g io n  in  a g r e a t ly  a c c e le ra te d  reclam a

t io n  o f h e a th la n d ; so t h a t  by th e  tim e o f th e  T ithe  Survey (183S-42) l e s s  

than  a hundred y e a rs  l a t e r  over 4000 a c res  of hea th  had been rec la im ed .

A most v a lu a b le  m ile s to n e  in  th e  s tudy  of t h i s  p ro g re ss iv e  

rec lam atio n  i s  p rov ided  by Faden’s Map p u b lish ed  in  1794.

Reclam ation co n tin u ed , though more slovrly, th rough  th e  n in e te e n th  

cen tu ry  t i l l  i t  came to  a s t a n d s t i l l  w ith  th e  o n se t o f th e  a g r i c u l tu r a l  

d e p re ss io n  in  1879, a f t e r  which th e re  was v e ry  l i t t l e  u n t i l  th e  emergency



demands o f th e  Second World War (1939/45) gave f r e s h  im petus to  

rec lam atio n .

H eathland has a ls o  been rec la im ed  f o r  pu rposes o th e r  th an  

a g r ic u l tu re  -  in  th e  developm ent o f th e  urban  c e n tre s  of C raner and 

Sheringham and th e  c o n s tru c tio n  of g o lf  co u rse s .

More re c e n t ly  th e  p u b lic  a t t i tu d e  tow ards rec lam atio n  has 

a l te r e d  c o n s id e ra b ly , and th e  h ea th  and woods of th e  Moraine a re  now 

c a r e f u l ly  p rese rv e d  f o r  t h e i r  va lue  as scen ic  a s s e ts  to  th e  c o a s ta l  

r e s o r t s  and t o u r i s t  c e n tre s .
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1.

CHAPTER 1.

The Cromer M oraine.

The Cromer Moraine i s  a d i s t in c t iv e  g e o g rap h ica l re g io n  here  

d e lim ite d  f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e . To achieve t l i i s  d e l im ita t io n  th e  w r i t e r  

combined a study  of w e ll- s e c tio n s  and lo c a l  topography (see  Appendix A).

The Moraine i s  formed by a r id g e  o f g l a c ia l  d e p o s its  v/hich 

s t r e tc h e s  20 m ile s  ac ro ss  n o r th  N orfo lk  from n ear M elton C onstable i n  th e  

w est to  Bacton i n  th e  e a s t  (F ig . 1) and forms p a r t  of a te rm in a l m oraine. 

This g l a c ia l  m a te r ia l  has been l a i d  dœm on th e  Crag and F o re s t beds of 

th e  P liocene  age and th e se  in  tu rn  o v e rlay  beds of c h a lk , which a re  how

ever r a r e ly  seen above s e a - le v e l  though exposed as a w ave-cut p la tfo rm  

a t  lovT t i d e .

The narrow  c o a s ta l  p la in  ly in g  between th e  lyell-m arked n o rth  

face  o f th e  Moraine and th e  sea  (F ig . 2) a ls o  c o n s is ts  of g l a c ia l  m a te r ia l  

Y/ith some r id g e  d e p o s its .  T his p la in  v a r ie s  i n  w id th  from about one m ile  

a t  Sheringham to  under h a lf  a m ile  a t  Over s tra n d , and averages about 100 

f e e t  above s e a - le v e l ,  though i t s  su rfa c e  i s  broken by i s o la t e d  h i l l s ,  such 

as Beeston H i l l ,  and by deep v a l le y s ,  as a t  Weyboume. There i s  v e ry  

l i t t l e  su rfa c e  d ra in ag e  on t h i s  p l a in ;  on ly  a fev; stream s r i s e  a t  th e  

fo o t  o f th e  w ell-m arked n o rth  fa c e  and flow  n o r th  to  th e  sea  -  as f o r  

in s ta n c e  B eeston Beck a t  Sheringham. The s e a - c l i f f s  which form th e  n o r th e rn  

boundary o f th e  p la in  a re  from 50 to  100 f e e t  h ig h  b u t recede  in la n d  to  

th e  w est o f Weybourne where sa lt-m a rsh e s  have developed a t  t h e i r  f o o t .
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2.

The o u ts tan d in g  p h y s ic a l f e a tu re  o f th e  Moraine i s  th e  w e ll-  

marked n o r th -fa c in g  slope  which runs ivestwards from th e  sea  c o a s t a t  

Si d e s tra n d  and form s th e  m argin of th e  c o a s ta l  p la in  u n t i l  i t  fad es  out 

n ear B lakeney. The tre n d  o f th e  slope  does no t p a r a l l e l  the  c o a s t e x a c tly , 

nor i s  i t  always s t r a ig h t ,  f o r  deep embayments occur -  as a t  E ast Runton, 

Upper Sheringham and Weybourne (F ig . 3 l e t t e r  A). The fac e  of th e  slope 

i s  b roken by numerous sh o r t  s te e p -s id e d  d ry  v a l le y s ,  o c c a s io n a lly  jo in e d  

by t r ib u t a r y  v a lle y s  (F ig . 3 , l e t t e r  I ) .

The summit o f the  Moraine i s  a t  i t s  h ig h e s t to  th e  sou th  of 

West Runton, where i t  reach es to  330 f t .  above s e a - le v e l  and forms a narrow 

p la te a u  about one m ile  -vvlde. To th e  e a s t  and iræst of t h i s ,  th e  summit le v e l  

descends to  about 200 f t . ,  form ing , on th e  e a s t ,  c l i f f s  a t  S id estran d  and 

Trimingham and on th e  w est a broad p la te a u  around H olt. To th e  w est of 

H olt th e  summit i s  severed  by th e  s te e p -s id e d  v a l le y  of the  Glaven, beyond 

which i t  r i s e s  again  to  about 300 f t .  a t  M elton C onstable in  th e  south

w est. From Melton C onstable northw ards tow ards Blakeney th e  Moraine forms 

an u n d u la tin g  a re a  a t  j u s t  over 100 f t . ,  bounded in  th e  n o rth  by a l e s s  

pronounced n o r th  face  where th e  Moraine d ie s  ou t (F ig . 2, s e c tio n  3 ) .

Everywhere to  th e  sou th  of the  summit a re a  th e  su rfa ce  i s  undu

l a t i n g  (F ig . 2) and g ra d u a lly  decreases  in  h e ig h t to  about 100 f t .  a t  th e  

so u th e rn  boundary. The Moraine i s  d ra in ed  by th e  t r i b u t a r i e s  of th e  

R iver Bure i n  th e  w est and of th e  R iver Ant in  th e  e a s t ,  excep t f o r  a 

sm all a re a  in  th e  n o rth -w es t which i s  d ra ined  by th e  R iver Glaven. This 

r i v e r  r i s e s  on th e  so u thern  s id e  of th e  summit, b u t a f t e r  flaw ing  f o r  a 

few m ile s  south-w estw ards i t  tu rn s  northw ards a t  Hunvforth to  reach  th e  sea
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a t  C ley. A s im ila r  co iirse  i s  fo llow ed  b y .th e  R iver S t if fk e y  f u r th e r  to  

the  "west_, b u t in  t h i s  case  on ly  th e  headvfaters are  v rith in  th e  M oraine.

T his reg io n  has no t on ly  a c h a r a c te r i s t i c  lan d  su rfa c e  and 

scen e ry , b u t a ls o  a d i s t i n c t iv e  e c o lo g ic a l  l i is to ry  which r e f l e c t s  th e  

long  p e r io d  o f  o ccupa tion  by man and by h is  dom estica ted  an im als. Today 

most o f th e  Moraine i s  e i t h e r  farm land , h ea th lan d  o r woodland, b u t in  

p rev io u s  c e n tu r ie s  th e  acreage o f h ea th lan d  was g r e a te r  and th a t  o f farm land 

l e s s .  According to  re c e n t re s e a rc h  th e  h ea th s are  p robab ly  the  r e s u l t  of 

th e  f i r s t  occupation  o f th e  re g io n  by man, th e  land  having p re v io u s ly  been 

covered w ith  woodland.

H.R. Beevor, i n  1923> exp ressed  th e  op in io n  th a t  N orfo lk , excep t 

perhaps in  th e  w est, was once h e a v ily  wooded^. The a re a  o f woodland would 

th e re fo re  have in c lu d ed  th e  M oraine. The work of GodvrLn in  the  f i e l d  of 

p o l le n  a n a ly s is  has e s ta b l is h e d  th e  view th a t  th e  " s o -c a l le d  ’n a tu r a l

2
heath* had i t s  o r ig in  i n  th e  c le a r in g  o f woodland by N e o lith ic  farm ers" . 

Recent e c o lo g ic a l  re se a rc h  confirm s t h a t  t h i s  must have occurred  w ith in  

th e  M orainic a re a , f o r  th e r e  i s  ev idence to  suggest th e  p resen ce  of a wood

lan d  cover i n  th e  B oreal C oniferous F o re s t P e rio d . P o llen  diagram s in d ic a te  

th e  p e r s is te n c e  of sm all amounts o f p in e  in  E ast A nglia th roughout th e

^ . R .  Beevor -  N orfo lk  Woodlands. T ran sa c tio n s  o f th e  N orfolk  and Norwich
N a tu ra l is ts  S o c ie ty . Vol. XI, p . 491.

^ .G .  Darby -  C learin g  th e  Woodland in  Europe. Man’s Role i n  changing th e
Face o f th e  E a rth . 1956. p . 189#
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3P o s t -g la c ia l  P eriod  , At H o lt, on the  M oraine, an o rch id  c a l le d  Goodyera 

i s  p l e n t i f u l  j t i i i s  o rciiid  i s  found only  i n  pinewoods, being  a r e l i c  of 

th e  B oreal C oniferous F o re s t P e rio d . Pinewoods a re  no?; found a t  H olt and 

i t  has been suggested  th a t  Goodyera could  have been in tro d u c ed  a f t e r  th e  

p la n tin g  o f th e  p re s e n t  pinewoods, b u t re s e a rc h  by Dutch e c o lo g is ts  in  

N.E. H olland su g g es ts  th a t  i t  i s  a r e l i c ^ ,  and th e re fo re  sm all amounts of 

p ine  must have e x is te d  s in c e  th e  B oreal p e r io d . Y/’i t h  th e  advent o f th e  

A tla n t ic  p e rio d  and i t s  a s so c ia te d  warmer and w e tte r  c o n d it io n s , deciduous 

f o r e s t  covered  much of England and from th e  Moraine comes a p o s s ib le  r e l i c  

of t h i s  age a ls o . H ookeria lu ce n s  (a  moss) i s  found in  H olt Lovjes in  

boggy alderw ood and cou ld  have e x is te d  s in c e  th e  A tla n tic  p e rio d ^ , f̂wo 

ty p es o f woodland may have f lo u r is h e d  contem poraneously on th e  M oraine, 

f o r  Goodyera i s  found on ly  in  pinewoods and H ookeria on ly  in  deciduous 

woods.

R e lic t  p la n ts  a ls o  p rov ide  evidence th a t  t h i s  vmodland was no t 

con tinuous b u t co n ta in ed  open spaces. In  H olt Lowes a re  found c a lca reo u s  

sp rin g s  coming from th e  chalky  g l a c ia l  m a te r ia l  where th e  development of 

clim ax woodland i s  i n d e f in i t e ly  su p p ressed . These a re a s  have rem ained

3
Godvrln and V a lla n tin e  -  S tu d ies  in  th e  P o s t -g la c ia l  H is to ry  o f B r i t i s h  
V e g e ta tio n . Jo u rn a l o f Ecology 39. pp. 285-301.

4
G.H. Andrews -  G la c ia l  Rel3.cs i n  th e  N e th erlan d s , in  "The Changing F lo ra  
of B r i ta in " .  Ed. J .E . L ousley. 1953. p . 84.

^F. Rose -  The Im portance o f R e lic t  and D is ju n c t D is t r ib u t io n s  in  the  
I n te r p r e ta t io n  o f th e  H is to ry  of th e  p re s e n t  B r i t i s h  F lo ra . 1956.
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imwooded s in c e  l a t e - g l a c i a l  tim es as t h e i r  f l o r a  c o n ta in s  r e l i c s  o f t h i s  

p e r io d . L e io co lea  s c h u l t a i i  and C inclid ium  stygium  a re  b o th  presumed to  

be r e l i c s  of t h i s  age and a re  found around th e  ca lca reo u s  sp r in g s  o f H olt 

Lowes.

Ifuch of t h i s  ev idence of co n ife ro u s  and deciduous woodland w ith

open spaces i s  ob ta ined  from th e  H olt d i s t r i c t ,  th e  name o f  which means

’wood*. There i s  no rea so n  to  suppose t h a t  o th e r  p a r t s  of th e  M oraine, 

e s p e c ia l ly  along th e  summit, were n o t covered iv ith  s im ila r  v e g e ta t io n . The 

Holt d i s t r i c t  and th e  summit have s in ce  become a re as  o f vd.despread  h e a th , 

which must have developed over th e  land  wliich was once wooded. 'Trees have 

com parative ly  re c e n t ly  been p la n te d  on h e a th la n d , th u s shoi-ring t h a t  th e  

land  i s  capab le  of su p p o rtin g  woodland.

H eathland has been in  e x is te n c e  f o r  many c e n tu r ie s  and th e re  seems

to  have been l i t t l e  re g e n e ra tio n  o f vroodlan/i, p ro b ab ly  owing to  g raz in g  by

dom estica ted  o r iv ild  an im als, though s o i l  c o n d itio n s  m ight a ls o  have been a 

c o n tr ib u ta ry  f a c to r .  % en  man began to  c le a r  th e  woodland, and th e  sub

sequent g raz in g  of anim als p rev en ted  i t s  re g e n e ra tio n , th e  s o i l s  them selves 

g ra d u a lly  changed. D e s tru c tio n  of th e  t r e e  cover le d  to  a leach in g  of th e  

su rfa ce  s o i l s  and th e  developm ent of a hard  pan in  th e  su b s o il .  Lack of 

t r e e  humus caused a d ecrease  i n  w a te r r e te n t io n ,  th u s  malcing th e  su rfa ce  

la y e r s  mucli d r i e r .  The sands and g ra v e ls  which cover much of th e  h ig h er 

paid) o f th e  Moraine may ex tend  do-wn to  60 f e e t  w ith o u t any beds o f c la y , as 

a t  Roughton Heath^^ which has supported  h ea th  f o r  many c e n tu r ie s .  A d ry .

^A w e l l - s e c t io n  on Roughton Heath shows sand ex tending  dovmvTards f o r  60 f e e t .
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sandy s o i l ,  combined v /ith  spasmodic g raz in g  would make i t  more d i f f i c u l t  

f o r  t r e e s  to  re g e n e ra te  b u t e a s ie r  f o r  h ea th  p la n ts  to  c o lo n ise .

W. M a rsh a ll, w r i t in g  g e n e ra l ly  o f n o r th e rn  N orfo lk , d e sc r ib e s  th e  s o i l  as 

being  5 to  6 in ch es  deep w ith  a s u b s o il  t h a t  does n o t r e t a in  w ater'^. The 

s o i l  c o n d itio n s  of Roughton Heath a re  th u s  ty p ic a l  o f  a much la r g e r  a re a  

and as a  r e s u l t  h ea th  was ab le  to  develop on form er woodland over much 

of th e  M oraine.

The M orainic h e a th s  appear th e re fo re  to  be su c c e ss io n a l, and 

t h i s  th e o ry  i s  supported  by the  su c c e s s fu l  p la n ta t io n s  found on them to d ay . 

Much o f th e  e s s e n t ia l  evidence comes from th e  H olt d i s t r i c t  b u t more 

e c o lo g ic a l  re se a rc h  i s  n e ce ssa ry  b e fo re  i t  can be c a te g o r ic a l ly  s ta te d  

t h a t  a l l  th e  m orain ic  h ea th s  were o r ig in a l ly  covered in  woodland.

Today th e  p la n t  comm unities o f the  t ru e  h ea th s  (Appendix B) con

t a i n  th e  h e a th  p la n ts  C alluna  and E r ic a  which a re  in te r s p e r s e d  w ith  f u r z e ,  

g ra s se s  and b racken , b u t C alluna and E r ic a  a re  n o t w idespread  on th e  

Moraine as b racken  and fu rz e  are  th e  predom inating  p la n ts  i n  many a re a s  of 

’h e a th ’ . The v e g e ta t io n  i s  no t i d e n t i c a l  w ith  t h a t  o f th e  g re a t  N orfolk  

hea th  o f B reckland. T his may be due to  th e  more m aritim e p o s i t io n  o f th e  

Cromer M oraine. F or in s ta n c e ,  ih e  la te - f lo w e r in g  fu rz e  which occurs on th e  

Moraine and a lso  in  Devon and ConmTall (which has a t r u ly  m aritim e c lim a te ) 

i s  n o t found in  B reckland.

Some h ea th s  on th e  Moraine are  term ed ’commons’, b u t a l l  commons 

are n o t ’h e a th s ’. ’Common’ in d ic a te s  the  common ownership of land  which

lia r s h a l l  -  R ural Economy o f N orfo lk . Vol. I ,  p . 11. 1787.
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has been s e t  a s id e  f o r  th e  use of th e  lo c a l  in h a b i ta n ts .  On any one 

common th e  degree o f  d ra in ag e  and g raz in g  determ ines the  a re a  of m arsh, 

p a s tu re  and h ea th  v e g e ta t io n . For in s ta n c e , on Beeston Regis Common, 

marsh occurs along a sm all s tream , h ea th  covers mounds of h ig h e r and more 

sandy ground, w h i l s t  p a s tu re ,  w ith  fu rz e  and b racken , has developed on 

th e  m arg in s, a ided  by sp o rad ic  g raz in g  by donkeys and g o a ts . Thus common 

land  may, i n  p a r t ,  have i d e n t i c a l  v e g e ta t io n  vriLth h ea th  (Appendix C).

On th e  summit and n o r th e rn  h a l f  o f th e  Moraine p a r t  of th e  

common lan d  i s  t ru e  h e a th , b u t i n  th e  so u th e rn  p a r t  of th e  M oraine, in  th e  

r i v e r  v a l l e y s ,  th e  common lan d  was u s u a l ly  n o t h ea th  b u t marshy p a s tu re  

which in  many cases  today  i s  d ra in e d  and en c lo sed .

fhe  Cremer Moraine forms p a r t  o f a  m ajor reg io n  o f l i g h t  s o i l s  

around th e  so u th e rn  h a l f  o f th e  N orth Sea. In  th e  course  o f occupation  

by man much o f th e  o r ig in a l  woodland has p robab ly  been c u t down and 

re p la c e d  e i t h e r  by h ea th lan d  o r  by a g r i c u l tu r a l  lan d . On th e  Moraine th e  

h e a th  i s  f a r  l e s s  e x te n s iv e  th an  fo rm erly  and th e  purpose of th e  fo llow ing  

c h a p te rs  i s  to  t r a c e  i t s  rec lam a tio n  do\'/n to  th e  p re s e n t  tim e.
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CHAPTER 2.

The L ocation  of H eathland on th e  Moraine from 1086-1750.

th e  tim e of th e  Domesday Survey th e  se ttle m e n t o f th e  Moraine 

was c o n so lid a te d . Three o f th e  p re s e n t v i l l a g e s  (F ig . 4 ) ,  E d ing thorpe, 

Trimingham and B ra d fie ld , v/ere e i t h e r  no t in  e x is te n c e  o r formed more 

su b s id ia ry  s e tt le m e n ts  in  a Domesday v i l l .  From a s tu d y  of th e  Domesday 

s e ttle m e n t p a t t e r n  (F ig . 5 ) ,  and a llow ing  f o r  th e  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f such 

s u b s id ia ry  s e t t le m e n ts ,  i t  can be seen  th a t  p a r t s  o f th e  Moraine were l e s s  

d en se ly  s e t t l e d  th an  o th e r s .  V i l l s  were much more w ide ly  spaced along th e  

summit o f th e  Moraine and around E d g efie ld  th a n , f o r  in s ta n c e , in  th e  b a s in  

of th e  Sc arrow  Beck. I t  should  be no ted  th a t  th e  more scan ty  se ttle m e n t 

was g e n e ra l ly  lo c a te d  on th e  h ig h e r p a r t s  where sands and g ra v e ls  a re  a t  

t h e i r  t h i c k e s t .  The lan d  beti^veen th e  more w idely  spaced v i l l a g e s  in c lu d ed  

th e  p lo u g h lan d , th e  meadow, th e  woodland and ’th e  w a s te ’ . Seme in d ic a t io n  

o f th e  e x te n t  of th e  amounts o f th e  f i r s t  th re e  can be d e riv ed  from th e  

Survey, w h ile  th e  ’w aste  ’ o r h ea th  could have e x is te d  Tfhere th e  p rev io u s  

th re e  c a te g o r ie s  were o f sm all e x te n t  o r ab sen t a l to g e th e r .

The number of ploughteam s th a t  were reco rd ed  f o r  a v i l l  g iv es  a 

com parative in d ic a t io n  o f th e  amount o f a ra b le  lan d . The Survey reco rd s  

rough ly  th e  same number o f ploughteam s in  th e  more w ide ly  spaced v i l l s  as 

in  th e  Sc arrow  Beck b a s in  w ith  i t s  d en ser s e t tle m e n t. The meadowland o f 

th e  Moraine (F ig . 5) was found around th e  Sc arrow  Beck and i t s  t r i b u t a r i e s ,  

th e re  be ing  alm ost none on th e  h ig h e r and d r i e r  p a r t s  o f more scan ty  s e t t l e 

ment. These f a c t s  about a ra b le  and meadow suggest t h a t  most of th e  lan d  of
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th e  T/iclely spaced v i l l s  was e i th e r  woodland o r *waste’  ̂ as th e re  was no 

p ro p o r tio n a te  in c re a se  o f ploiighteams o r meadowland*

I t  i s  c le a r  from th e  Survey th a t  woodland f o r  swine e x is te d  in  

many of th e  v i l l s  on th e  Moraine (F ig . 6) and th a t  in  th e  a re a  w ith  s c a n t ie r  

se ttle m e n t th e re  were th re e  v i l l s  w ith  woodland above the  average, namely -  

Sheringham w ith  woodland f o r  100 sr/rlne.

S a lthouse  " “ 100 ”

E d g efie ld  " " » 200 "

As woodland above th e  average was only found in  th ese  th re e  v i l l s  and Town 

Bamingham (wood fo r  100 swine) on th e  edge o f th e  Sc arrow Beck b a s in , i t  

must be assumed t h a t  th e  m d e ly  spaced v i l l s  con ta ined  a h igh  degree of 

* w aste ' * Indeed, th e  Suivey throvfs f u r th e r  l ig h t  upon th e  problem . The 

v i l l s  o f Sheringham, Baconsthorpe and Mannington in  the  w idely  spaced 

d i s t r i c t  o f v i l l s  su ffe re d  a re d u c tio n  of woodland between 1066 and 1086.

I t  has been suggested  th a t  the  land  c le a re d  of wood developed in to  ’w aste 

because betw een th e  two d a te s  th e re  was no corresponding in c re a se  in  plough

team s. When th e  f e l l e d  woodland was n o t ploughed i t  was p robably  g razed  

over, th u s  e f f e c t iv e ly  p rev en tin g  any reg e n e ra tio n  of woodland, e s p e c ia l ly  

when g o a ts  were in c lu d ed  in  th e  s to ck  k e p t. The number o f g o a ts  was g re a te r  

in  th e  a re a  o f more w idely  spaced v i l l s  th an  i n  th e  Sc arrow Beck b a s in  and, 

being o f such a  d e s tru c t iv e  n a tu re , g o a ts  were here  most p robab ly  re sp o n s ib le  

fo r  th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f th e  h ea th . The Survey reco rd s  goa ts  in  th e  v i l l s

Lennard -  The d e s t ru c t io n  o f ISToodland in  th e  E as te rn  Counties under 
W illiam  th e  Conqueror. Econ. H is t . Rev. (1945), Vol. XV, p . 39.
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where th e  c le a r in g  took  p la c e  (Fig* 7 ) .  S iin ila r  c o n d itio n s  o f c le a r in g  

could have e x is te d  b e fo re  o r a f t e r  th e  Survey, and heath  could have 

developed. The a v a ila b le  evidence seems to  p o in t to  much of th e  land  

between th e  w idely  spaced v i l l s  fts being ’w a s te ’ o r h ea th , and not occupied 

by la r g e r  acreages of wood, meadow or a ra b le  lan d .

The v/idely spaced v i l l s  occur i n  fo u r  main d i s t r i c t s  (F ig . 7)

which c lo s e ly  correspond w ith  th e  lo c a tio n  of h ea th  on Faden’s Map o f 1794.

The d i s t r i c t s  are  as fo llo w s:

1. The summit a reas and n o rth e rn  slope  of the  Moraine from th e  Glaven 

v a l le y  eastw ards to  Cromer and Over strand* This s t r e tc h  of coun try  

se p a ra te d  th e  v i l l a g e s  o f th e  c o a s ta l  p la in  from th o se  n ear th e  head

w a te rs  o f th e  t r i b u t a r i e s  of th e  Bure which d ra in  th e  sou thern  slope 

o f th e  Moraine*

2. E d g efie ld  D is t r i c t  -  e a s t  and sou th  of the  v i l l a g e  of E d gefie ld . The 

n e a re s t  v i l la g e s  were a t  l e a s t  3 m iles away*

3* West o f th e  Glaven v a l le y  -  between v i l la g e s  i n  th e  Glaven v a l le y  and 

th o se  n e a r th e  t r i b u t a r i e s  of the  S t i f f  key s t i l l  f u r th e r  w est.

4. The d i s t r i c t  of th e  Upper Ant in  th e  e a s t .

The e a r l i e s t  rec o rd s  o f w aste  o r  heath  a re  n o t, as m ight be

expec ted , i n  any of th e  fo rego ing  re g io n s , b u t  i n  th e  more densely  s e t t l e d

p a r t s  w ith in  the  b a s in  o f th e  Scarro\ir Beck. There, in c re a s in g  p re s su re  of 

p o p u la tio n  would c a l l  f o r  th e  e a r ly  use of th e  w a ste , which would th e re fo re  

acqu ire  an economic use and a p o s i t iv e  v a lu e , w hile  th e  l a r g e r  w astes in  

th e  s c a n t i ly  s e t t l e d  a re a s  were p robab ly  of no economic w orth  and of l i t t l e  

im portance ^xcep t on th e  margins) to  the  in h a b ita n ts  of neighbouring v i l l s *
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For in s ta n c e , the  Abbey of S t .  Benet of Holme made a g ra n t o f ’moorland*

2
i n  Thurgaton during th e  y e a rs  1141 to  1149 , w hile  n e a r ly  100 y e a rs  l a t e r ,  

in  1238, S ir  N icholas de Earning ham gave p a r t  o f h is  h e a th  i n  Earning ham
o

NortW ood (North Bamingham) to  th e  monks a t  Binham • I t  i s  only  in  th ese  

rec o rd s  of land  t r a n s a c t io n s  t h a t  e a r ly  m ention o f h ea th  can be found.

But th ro u g h  the  succeeding c e n tu r ie s  evidence of h ea th  can be found i n  a l l  

th e  fo u r  main a reas o f sp a rse  se ttle m e n t in  th e  e le v e n th  c en tu ry . The 

evidence i s  g e n e ra lly  p iecem eal so th a t  th e  p re c is e  lo c a tio n  of th e  h ea th  

ivith-in th e  p a r is h  i s  n o t p o s s ib le ,  though th e  documentary evidence u s u a l ly  

makes d a tin g  p o ss ib le .

F ie ld  names from th e  l a t e r  T ith e  Schedules (1838-42) p la y  a 

la rg e  p a r t  in  the  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f fo rm er h ea th . Many o f th e se  f i e l d  

names (F ig . 8) c o n ta in  th e  word ’b re c k ’ which was c lo s e ly  a s so c ia te d  v /ith  

t h a t  o f ’h e a th ’. Breck may have been o r ig in a l ly  d e riv e d  from th e  o ld
4

Norse word ’b rec k a ’ meaning ’th e  slope  o f a l i i l l ’ . This meaning may w e ll 

app ly , b u t on th e  Moraine and in  B reckland ’b re c k ’ has been a s so c ia te d  vrith  

hea th . According to  C larke , s e v e ra l  meanings have been a tta c h e d  to  i t ,  b u t 

in  g e n e ra l in  heathy a re a s  a ’b re c k ’ i s  a p o r t io n  o f h ea th  t h a t  has a t  some

^J.R . West. R eg is te r  o f th e  Abbey o f S t. Benet o f Holme. N orfolk  Record 
S o c ie ty , Vol. I I ,  pp. 83 and 127.

^ H is to ry  and A n tiq u itie s  of th e  County o f N orfo lk . 1781. Vol. I l l ,  p . 18.

"̂ W.G, C larke -  N orfolk and S u ffo lk . 1921. p . 47.
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tim e been broken up by th e  p lough .^  Sometimes t h i s  has remained in  c u l t i 

v a tio n  and sometimes has re v e r te d  to  i t s  form er s t a te  o f h ea th . Brecks 

p layed  a p a r t  in  th e  development of th e  i n f i e ld - o u t f i e ld  system o f 

N orfolk  husbandry. As e a r ly  as th e  s ix te e n th  cen tu ry  heatliland  ly in g  ou t

s id e  th e  a ra b le  a re a  b u t g razed  by sheep as p a r t  of a f o ld - c ourse was 

o c c a s io n a lly  t i l l e d .  L a te r t h i s  heath land  was enclosed  as b reck s and t i l l e d  

a t  r e g u la r  in te r v a l s .  As N orfolk  farm ing g ra d u a lly  improved th e re  vfas 

in c re a se d  c u l t iv a t io n  of th ese  hea tliland  b recks^ . Most o f the  b recks 

reco rded  i n  the  T ithe  Survey were no t hea th  even in  1794 and th e re fo re  th ey

in d ic a te  reclaim ed hoa th land  of an e a r l i e r  b u t unknoivn d a te .

Evidence of h e a th  during  th e  c e n tu r ie s  p reced ing  1750 w i l l  now 

be g iv en  and f o r  th e  sake o f c l a r i t y  ch ro n o lo g ica l o rd e r  has been favoured .

1. The Summit Areas and N orthern  Slope o f th e  M oraine.

Evidence of h ea th  i s  found f o r  many of th e  p a r is h e s  which cover 

t h i s  h ig h e r  p a r t  of the  M oraine. The ev idence i s  s c a t te r e d  in  tim e between 

1306 and 1750, and th e  number o f a c res  m entioned i s  u s u a l ly  l a r g e r  th a n  in  

the  o th e r  d i s t r i c t s .

(a) 1306 -  P a r ish  of Bodham -  64 a c res  of hea th  to g e th e r  w ith
7

o th e r land  was m entioned in  c o u rt p roceed ings .

(b) 1321 -  P a r ish  of E ast Beckham -  20 a c res  of hea th^ .

^A.H. Smith -  E ng lish  Place-name E lem ents. 1956. p . 47.

^K .J. A lliso n  -  The Sheep-com  Husbandry of Norfollc in  th e  l6 th  and 17th  
c e n tu r ie s .  The A g r ic u ltu ra l  H is to ry  Review. Vol. V, 1957, p . 29.

7
C. P ark in  -  Essay tow ards a Topographical H is to ry  of th e  County of N orfo lk . 
1808. Vol. IX, p . 367 .

^ I b id . ,  Vol. V III , p . 85.
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(c) 1350 -  P a rish es  o f Cromer, Over s tra n d  and Roughton -
o

46 a c res  o f h ea th  .

(d) 1531 -  P a r ish  o f H olt -  80 acreas of heath^*^.

(e) 1558 -  P a r ish  of E ast Beckham -  Thomas Pigeon ov/ned 200 ac res

o f heath  when he d ied^^.

( f )  1630 -  P a rish e s  of Cromer, O verstrand and N orthrepps -

12250 acres of fu rz e  and heath  .

(g) 1644 -  P a rish  of K elling  -  The Lord o f th e  Manor enclosed

13a p iece  of b reck  .

(h) 1669 -  P a rish  of Bodham -  Bodham ’fo ld c o u rs e ’ c o n s is te d

of 297 a c re s  o f hea th land  which i s  approxim ately  o n e - f i f th

14of th e  acreage o f th e  p a r is h  .

This a lso  g ives evidence of one s p e c if ic  use of th e  h ea th lan d , v iz .  o f  

sheepgrazing  j the  open f i e l d s  and hea th land  of a v i l l a g e  T/ere d iv ided  

bet^reen th e  M anorial Lords ( in  many cases th e re  was more than  one) and the  

a re a  a l l o t t e d  to  each was c a l le d  ’a  fo ld co u rse* .

^ I b id . ,  Vol. V III , p . 103.

^*^Calendar o f F rere Mss. : Hundred o f H olt. N orfolk Record S o c ie ty , Vol. I ,
p . 26 .

P ark in  -  Op. c i t .  1808. Vol. DC, p . 85.

12A.L. Raimes -  Reymes of O verstrand -  N orfolk Archaeology, Vol. XXX, p .6 0 .

13 C alendar o f F rere  Mss. i  Hundred of H o lt. N orfolk Record S o c ie ty , Vol. I ,  
p . 31.

14C, Candler -  Some E ast A nglian F ield-nam es. N orfolk Archaeology. Vol. XI, 
p . 154.
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( i )  1700 -  P a r ish  o f Yfeyboume -  Here th e re  were * w aste s '  on 

which th e  te n a n ts  could p la n t  tim ber w ithou t leave^^.

( j ) 1735 -  P a rish e s  of K elling  and Salthouse -  1000 acres of 

common lan d  between them^^.

I t  i s  in  th e  e a s te rn  p a r t  of th e  summit (c. and f .  above) th a t  

some of th e  e a r ly  rec lam atio n  took p la c e . N orthrepps i s  a la rg e  p a r is h  

now c o n ta in in g  two sm all v i l l a g e s  -  Nortlirepps and G rossdale S t r e e t .  No 

m ention can be found of C rossdale S tr e e t  be fo re  1286 when land  was con

veyed from fa th e r  to  son and recorded  in  th e  'F ee t of F in e s ' f o r  N orfolk .

17I t  i s  l ik e ly  th a t  the  lan d  where th e  v i l l a g e  developed was fo rm erly  heath  

and connected th e  hea th  along th e  summit w ith  th a t  a t  Roughton (F ig . 12). 

This rec lam ation  may no t have com pletely  destroyed  th e  connecting hea tliland , 

as Cromer and Roughton are  m entioned to g e th e r  in  1350.

Woodland was found in  Sheringham^^ and Beeston Regis^^ in  th e  

f i f t e e n t h  and s ix te e n th  c e n tu r ie s  and was p r o b a b l ^ r  lo c a te d  along th e  n o rth  

face  of th e  Moraine, which in  p a r t s  i s  too  s teep  f o r  a g r ic u ltu re  and too

C alendar of F rere  Mss. : Hundred o f H olt. N orfolk Record S o c ie ty , 
Vol. I ,  p . 39.

p . 30.

17R. C. Gurney -  N orthrepps H all -  P r iv a te  c o l le c t io n  of p apers.

18-19h. j^ Beevor -  N orfolk Woodlands. T ran sac tio n s of th e  N orfolk and 
Norv/ich N a tu ra l is ts  S o c ie ty . Vol. XI, pp. 501-505.
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b leak  f o r  se ttle m e n t. The wood in  Sheringham may have been th e  same 

wooded a re a  mentioned in  th e  Domesday Survey.

2. The E dgefie ld  D i s t r i c t .

The heath land  here was to  the  e a s t  and sou th  of E dgefie ld  v i l l a g e ,  

tow ards Plum stead, L i t t l e  Bamingham and Manning to n , i^ ith  some in  th e  n o rth  

on th e  b o rder iv ith  H olt.

(a) 1135 to  1272 -  P a rish es  of Hempstead and Plum stead -

20During t h i s  tim e th e re  was common and heath  . At th e

beginning of th e  e ig h te e n th  cen tu ry  th e  heath  in  Hempstead

21was knoim as 'Hampstead H eath ' .

(b) 1565 -  P a r ish  of Mannington -  A map o f 1565 shows heath  to

the  west o f th e  Saxthoipe Road (F ig . 9) and s tre tc h in g  to

22the  boundary o f the  p a r is h  .

(c) The most v a lu a b le  evidence of th e  heath  in  th e  E dgefie ld  

d i s t r i c t  i s  t h a t  d e riv ed  from th e  f i e l d  names found in  th e

T ithe Schedules. These a re  shown in  F ig . lOA to g e th e r  w ith

the  g r e a te s t  e x te n t o f hea th  h i th e r to  mapped (1794). I t  w i l l  

be seen from th e  diagram th a t  none of th e  b recks occur on

land  which was heath  in  1794, n e i th e r  had any re v e rte d  as a t

th e  tim e of the  T ith e  Survey th ey  a l l  formed a ra b le  land . I f  

th ese  b recks had once formed a la rg e  heath  i t s  a re a  would have

Park in  -  Op. c i t .  1808. Vol. IX, p . 384.
p-]

C alendar of th e  F re re  . Mss. : Hundred of H olt -  N orfolk Record S o c ie ty  
V ol. I ,  p . 20.

^^R.J.W. Purdy -  Mannington H a ll. N orfolk Archaeology, Vol. XIV, p . 324.
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been more th an  1000 a c re s . This heath  was shared  by si%

p a ris h e s  and would hare forraed an im portan t p a r t  i n  th e

husbandly, being  used fo r  sheep g raz in g . I t  i s  c le a r ,

hovrever, t h a t  the  rec lam atio n  of th e  b recks must have

occurred p r io r  to  1794 as none were heath  th en .

The e x is te n ce  of wood in  E dgefie ld  i s  f i r s t  noted in  th e

Domesday Survey when th e re  was woodland f o r  200 sv^ine, the  b ig g e s t number

in  an^  ̂ v i l l  on the  M oraine. In  1654 th e  t r e e s  of the  G reat Tfood of
23

E d g efie ld  vfere of ccxnmercial va lue  , b u t w hether th e  lo c a tio n  of th e  

woodland was the  same as th a t  of th e  Domesday Survey i s  n o t loioim.

3. West o f the  Glaven.

Here the M orainic d e p o s its  th in  out væstw ards, and th e  heath  i s

much more s c a tte re d  and l e s s  continuous than  in  th e  f i r s t  two d i s t r i c t s .
,  ̂ 24
(a) 1345 -  P a r ish  of Saxlingham -  7 ac res  of heath  .

(b) 1350 -  P a rish  of Wiveton -  70 acres  o f heath^^.

(c) 1700 -  P a rish e s  of Briningham and Stody -  These p a rish e s

26shared 60 a c re s  of common in  1700 and Stody Heath con-

27s is te d  of 30 ac res  o f *brewry land*

23 C alendar o f F rere  Mss. : Hundred o f H o lt. N orfolk Record S o c ie ty , 
Vol. I ,  p . 16.

2 4 C. Park in  -  Op. c i t . .  Vol. IX, p . 435.

^ ^ r o id . ,  p . 454.

^ C a le n d a r  o f F re re  Mss. : Hundred o f H olt, N orfolk Record S o c ie ty , 
Vol. I ,  p . 29,
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(d) 1738 -  P a r ish  of Briningham -  Stock Heath of 89 acres was 

p a r t ly  in  th e  p a r is h  of Briningham, on the  boundary of th e

T .  .  28Moraine .

(e) The b recks and heath  from th e  T ithe  Schedules are  p lo t te d  

in  F ig . lOB. The b recks occur in  b lo ck s , sometimes 

independent and sometMnes ad jo in ing  th e  h ea th s . These b recks 

re p re se n t form er h ea th lan d s, bu t must have been recla im ed  

befo re  1794 as th ey  a re  no t marked on Fadeife Map as hea th .

To the  w est o f th e  R iver Glaven th e re  are  sm all p a tches of 

sand and g ra v e l which u n t i l  th e  advent of th e  improved farm ing 

methods and th e  enc lo su re  o f brecks would have supported 

l i t t l e  b u t h ea th  v e g e ta tio n .

4. The D is t r i c t  of th e  Upper Ant.

Much of t h i s  d i s t r i c t  la y  w ith in  th e  Soke of Gimingham.

(a) The ’waste* of the  Soke o f Gimingham l a y  i n  a long and ivide 

s t r ip  a t  i t s  sou thern  boundary roughly  along th e  R iver Ant 

and extending  in to  th e  p a r ish e s  of Thorpe Market and 

B rad fie ld^^ .

C.M. Hoare a ls o  s t a te s  th a t  in  1381-2 th e re  were p robab ly  

wide s t r e tc h e s  of h e a th , wood and w aste  w ith in  th e  Soke.

28B. Gozens-Hardy -  D e sc rip tio n  of a Map o f  Briningham. N orfolk 
Archaeology, Vol. XVIII, p . 263.

^^G.M. Hoare -  H is to ry  of an E ast Anglian Soke. 1918. p . 135.
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(b) 1493 -  P a r ish  o f Southrepps -  Tvto  men v/ere accused of 

^overburdening ' th e  common heath  v/ith  stoclc^^.

(c) 1496 -  P a r ish  of Trunch -  20 acres  of heath^^,

(d) 1625 -  P a r ish  of S id estran d  -  10 acres  o f heath^^*

33Wood e x is te d  in  Bacton in  1415 and probably  covered^ as Bacton 

Wood d id  in  1794, the  land  in  the  south-w est o f the  p a r is h  n ear th e  

R iver Ant*

5. O ther D i s t r i c t s .

References to  s c a t te r e d  heaths are  found o u ts ide  th e  fo u r main 

d i s t r i c t s .  A ll are lo c a te d  in  the  b a s in  of th e  Scarrow Beck and a l l  bu t 

one a re  mentioned in  th e  fo u r te e n th  cen tu ry  rec o rd s . No f u r th e r  m ention 

can be found of th e  heaths on any of th e se  p a r is h e s ,  and i t  i s  probable  

th a t  th ey  were enclosed and reclaim ed a t  an e a r l i e r  d a te .

(a) I 3I 8 -  P a r ish  of North Bamingham -  60 a c res  of heath^^.

(b) 1338 -  P a r ish  of Town Bamingham -  I 6 acres of heath^^.

(c) 1338 -  P a rish  of G althorpe -  100 acres of heath^^.

(d) 1599 -  P a rish  of Sustead -  100 acres  of heath^'^.

^ ^ I b id . , p . 135.

31C.M. Hoare -  The l a s t  of the  Bondmen in  a N orfolk Manor. Norfolk 
Archaeology. Vol. XIX, p . 28.

Hoare -  Records of a N orfolk V illa g e . 1914. p . 26.
33L .J . Redstone -  The C e lla re rs  Accounts o f Bramho3jn P r io ry . 1415-16. 

N orfolk Record S o c ie ty . Vol. XVII, p . 6I ,
34 ,C. P ark in  -  Op. c i t .  Vol. V III , p . 93. 

3 5 ib id . ,  Vol. V III , p . 97.
3 ^ Ib id .,  V ol. V I ,  p . 19 .

3 7 ib id . ,  Vol. V III , p . 168.
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38
The In c lo su re  In q u is i t io n s  of the s ix te e n th  cen tu ry  (1517-19) 

reco rd  enclo su res in  th e  f i r s t  t lire e  o f the  above p a r ish e s  (F ig . 11).

These in q u is i t io n s  concerned a ra b le  and p a s tu re , b u t th e  f a c t  th a t  

en c lo su re  was occurring  in d ic a te s  a p o ss ib le  e a r ly  rec lam ation  of th ese  

h e a th s . No l a t e r  m ention i s  found of them.

From the above evidence i t  appears th a t  during th e  p e rio d  

1066-1750 th e re  was h ea th  i n  th e  densely  s e t t l e d  Sc arrow Beck b a s in  (F ig . 12) 

as w e ll as w idespread h ea th  in  th e  fo u r d i s t r i c t s  which had shown th e  

most scan ty  se ttlem en t a t  th e  tim e of th e  Domesday Survey.

o g I .S . Leadam. The I n q u is i t io n  of 1517, In c lo su re s  and E v ic tio n s . 
T ran sac tio n s o f th e  Royal H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty , Vol. V II, New S e r ie s ,
pp . 231-303.
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CHAPTER 3.

Reclam ation of th e  Heath.

PART I .  1750 -  1794 (Paden).

During th e  c e n tu r ie s  up to  1750 th e  land  f o r  fanning on the  

Moraine was a sso c ia te d  in  th e  main w ith  sheep and co m , and the  a rea  was 

regarded  as a g e n e ra lly  poor one. From tim e to  tim e th e  brecks være 

rec la im ed  from the  h ea th , b u t t h i s  rec lam ation  was s c a tte re d  bo th  in  time 

and p la c e . HovTever, i n  th e  f i r s t  h a lf  of th e  e ig h teen th  cen tu ry  the  Agri

c u l tu r a l  R evolution p u t new l i f e  in to  farm ing and th e  farm ers of th e  Moraine 

?rere qu ick  to  p erce ive  th e  m a te r ia l  advantages gained by adopting th e  new 

m ethods. The e x is tin g  c u l t iv a te d  areas produced in creased  y ie ld s  and the  

rec lam atio n  of b ig  a reas  of canmon and heath  led  to  a g re a t ex tension  of 

th e  t o t a l  a rea  under c u l t iv a t io n .

The importance of th e  enclosu re  movement could n o t, in  A rthur 

Young's view , be over-em phasised, as iv ithout i t  no o th er improvements could 

be c a r r ie d  o u t. Much of e a s te rn  Norfolk had g rad u a lly  been enclosed  p r i 

v a te ly  and t h i s  rece ived  A rthur Young's approval as he considered  th a t  

p r iv a te  measure aroused le s s  lo c a l  o p p o sitio n  than  enclosure  by p a rliam en ta ry  

A cts. Kent d esc rib es th ese  g radua l enclo su res in  the  fo llow ing way:

"Ifherever a person can g e t fo u r  o r f iv e  acres to g e th e r  he p la n ts  a w hite 

th o rn  hedge round i t  and s e ts  an oak a t  every  rod d is ta n c e , vfhich i s  con

sen ted  to  by a k ind o f g en e ra l co u rte sy  from one neighbour to  ano ther.

^N. Kent -  General Vievf o f the  A g ricu ltu re  of th e  County of N orfolk.
1796. p . 72.
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The m u ltifa r io u s  e f f e c ts  of enclosure  were a l l  of p r o f i t  to  th e  

landovmer. The ro ta t io n  of crops made p o ss ib le  by enclosure  of th e  land  led  

to  a g re a te r  s o i l  f e r t i l i t y ,  e spec ia ll^ r when m arl o r c lay  was spread over 

the  ground. C a ttle  and sheep could wander unattended in  the  f i e ld s  na\T 

enclosed  by hedges or fen c es , and b e n e f i t  from th e  more n u tr i t io u s  g rasse s  

of th e  scr/m  p a s tu re s , w h ils t  th e  labou r re leased  from guarding th e  stock  

could be t r a n s fe r r e d  to  the  m aintenance of hedges and d itc h e s , which in  

tu rn  provided  some s h e l te r  f o r  bo th  anim als and corn crops. The g re a te r  

r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  in cu rred  by th e  farm er were more than  o f f s e t  by the  

augmented p r o f i t s  from th e  w e ll farmed land .

ItTo fe a tu re s  of land  te n u re , v iz . la ig e  farms and long le a s e s ,

were according to  A rthur Young e s s e n t ia l  to  improvement once enclosure  had

been aciiieved. Concerning th e  s iz e  of fa n a s . Young considered  a

m oderate s ized  farm to  be from 400 to  600 acres and a la rg e  one from 1000 

2
to  2000 ac res  . As Young ob tained  most of h is  evidence from the  b ig  

landovm ers, such as Mr. Coke a t  Holldiam in  i?est N orfolk, on vrhose 

fairnis the  g re a te s t  p ro g ress  was made, he n a tu ra lly  favoured the  la rg e r  

u n i t .  But i t  was t ru e  t h a t  th e  vfider b a s is  of the  ner.T farm ing economy 

re q u ire d  b ig g e r farm u n i ts j  su c ce ss fu l crop ro ta t io n  depended on 

grovnng the  same acreage of each crop every year and many farm ers a lso  

req u ire d  a d d itio n a l p a s tu re  lands in  permanent or long le y  fo r  t h e i r  stock . 

Hence arose Young's p re fe ren ce  f o r  la rg e  farm s. Kent, on the  o th er hand.

2
A. Young -  General Vierw of th e  A g ricu ltu re  of the County of Norfollc. 
1804. p . 26.
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favoured  th e  sm alle r farm which supported , in  p ro p o rtio n  to  i t s  s iz e , a
3

g re a te r  number of cows, p ig s  and p o u ltry  , The la rg e r  farms o ften  produced 

only  s u f f ic ie n t  m eat, d a iry  produce and eggs fo r  t h e i r  ovm consumption and 

none fo r  sa le  to  the  lo c a l ,  n o n -a g r ic u ltu ra l  p o p u la tion .

The term s of tenui^e a lso  came under review ; th e  u su a l teim  fo r  

the  lea se h o ld s  of farms was 21 y e a rs , bu t such farms had made b ig  p r o f i t s  

and th e re  was a tendency f o r  le a se s  to  be reduced to  14 or even 7 years'^. 

According to  Young, th e  21-year le a se  had encouraged the  lea seh o ld e rs  to  

be the  agen ts in  changing th e  heaths and commons to  prosperous c u lt iv a tio n ^ . 

The long lea se  a lso  enabled the  te n a n t to  p r o f i t  from improvements such as 

crop r o ta t io n  and f e r t i l i s a t i o n  w ith  m arl and c lay . A sh o rt le a se  gave 

th e  farm er no in c e n tiv e  to  improve liis  lan d , as th e  slow p rocesses of 

n a tu re  b a re ly  allowed him tim e to  reap th e  b e n e f i ts  of h is  improvements.

Tlie term s o f the  lea se  w ere, however, o ften  r e s t r i c t i v e  to  the  farm er,

th e  aim of the  r e s t r i c t io n s  being to  p reven t exhaustion  of th e  s o i l  and to

encourage th e  re te n tio n  of farm yard manure to g e th e r  w ith  th e  c o n tro l of 

r a b b i t s .  In re tu rn , th e  lan d lo rd  pa id  h a lf  the  expense of d itch in g  and 

kep t th e  b u ild in g s , g a te s  and fences in  re p a ir^ . The te n a n t was no t em

powered to  enclose any common o r w aste , bu t he could improve i t  once tlie 

la n d lo rd  had c a rr ie d  out en c lo su re .

^N. Kent -  General View of th e  A g ricu ltu re  of th e  County of NorfoUc 1796. 
p .  1 3 2 .

M arshall -  The Rural Economy of N orfolk 1787. Vol. I ,  p . 67.

^A. Young -  General View o f th e  A g ricu ltu re  of th e  County of N orfolk 1804.
p . 47.

^N. R iches -  A g ricu ltu re  R evolution in  N orfolk, pp. 72-73*
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Mention must be made of th e  methods o f c u l t iv a t io n  which Young 

advocated fo r  improving lan d . One of th e  most im portan t bu t a lso  th e  most 

expensive was th e  use of m arl, or in  some in s tan c es  of c la y , mixed i f  

p o ss ib le  w ith  farm yard manure. The Morainic a rea  being u n d e rla in  by chalk  

had good su p p lies  of m arl; th e  evidence f o r  t h i s  can be seen today in  th e  

o ld  p i t s ,  such as a t  Lodge H i l l ,  Upper Sheringham and a t  E ast Beckham by 

the  Cromer Road. As e a r ly  as 1770 th e  amount of m arl spread  near H olt v,ras
Y

60 lo ad s  an acre (about 35 cu. f t .  a load) . I f  fu r th e r  m arling was 

re q u ire d  sm aller amounts could be ap p lied  -  and might be as l i t t l e  as 7
g

or 8 loads p e r  acre .

A le s s  c o s tly  b u t slow er means of improvement was by crop ro ta t io n ,

although even vd.th t h i s  some m arl o r c lay  was req u ire d . The b a s ic  crops

of th e  N orfolk R otation  were w heat, b a rle y , tu rn ip s  and c lo v e r, bu t th ese

vrere v a r ie d  in  the  o rder and the  len g th  of the  ro ta t io n .  Three ro ta t io n s
9

a t l e a s t  were found on the  Moraine, as fo llow s :

1, Between Blakeney 2. H olt to  Aylsham ( r ic h  and w e ll c u lt iv a te d )
and Sheringham.

tu rn ip s (a) tu rn ip s (b) tu rn ip s

b a rle y b a rle y b a rle y

c lo v e r c lo v e r c lo v e r

wheat wheat c lo v e r

pease bud  w heat

what

k .  Young -  Op. c i t . ,  p . 402.

M arshall -  Rural Economy of N orfolk. 1787. Vol. I I ,  p . 363*

^A. Young -  A Farm er's Tour through th e  E ast of England. 1771. Vol. I I ,  
pp. 59-66.
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Each of the  above ro ta t io n s  in c lu d es the  fo u r b a s ic  crops which 

'ivere n ecessa ry  bo th  in  th e  p ro v is io n  of cash crops (wheat and b a rley ) and 

in  p rov id ing  v rin te r-feed  and bedding fo r  anim als. The enrichm ent of the  

s o i l  vd.th n itro g e n  compounds from th e  grov/ing of c lo v e r, ploughing in  of 

s tu b b le s  in s te a d  of fa llo w in g , and th e  fo ld in g  o f stock  on tu rn ip s  and 

c lo v e r gave the farm er improved s o i l  and a continuous use of a l l  h is  land .

The crops grovm in  N orfolk befo re  th e  improvements became wide

spread d id  not inc lude  ro o t crops f o r  th e  feeding  of stock  in  iT in ter. The 

in c lu s io n  of a tu rn ip  crop in  th e  ro ta t io n  was b a s ic  to  the  improved a g ri

c u l tu re ,  as according to  Kent i t  served th e  Norfollc farm er in  th ree  vrays: 

f i r s t l y ,  th e  r e q u is i te  c u l t iv a t io n  and freq u en t hoeing c le a re d  the  ground 

by d estro y in g  the im eds; secondly , the  crop provided Yo.nter food fo r  a 

g re a te r  number of c a t t l e  and sheep; and, th i r d ly ,  the  g razing  of stock 

fo lded  on th e  tuun ips manured th e  ground fo r  succeeding crops^^. Feed fo r  

c a t t l e  was needed i f  th ey  were to  be kep t throughout th e  w in te r , as under 

the  o ld  s;^^stem most had been s lau g h te red  in  th e  autumn. Turnips were not 

th e  only food used , b u t t h e i r  c u l t iv a t io n  was an e s s e n t ia l  p a r t  in  th e  

new system of mixed farm ing as th ey  produced the  farm yard manure which was 

a b so lu te ly  e s s e n t ia l  to  m ain ta in  f e r t i l i t y .

Most of th e  farm ers had sm all amounts of meadowland and permanent 

p a s tu re  and they  were slow to  in troduce  c lo v e rs  and o th e r a r t i f i c i a l  g ra sse s  

in to  th en . Where th ey  d id  so , they  n eg lec ted  to  graze and f e r t i l i s e  them

^^N. Kent -  On N orfolk Turnips and Fallovfing. Annals of A g ricu ltu re , XXII,
1794, p . 25.
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adequate ly , m th  th e  r e s u l t  th a t  Young, passing  through the  a rea  in  1804,

iTrote, "Nowhere are  meadows and p a s tu re s  worse managed . . • • l e f t  in  a

s ta te  o f n a tu re  by men who w i l l in g ly  make a l l  s o r t  o f e x e rtio n s  to  render

th e i r  a rab le  land c le a n , r ic h ,  and p roductive

An in c re a se  in  a g r ic u l tu r a l  p roduction  re s u lte d  from some or a l l

of th e se  p o ss ib le  improvements. Bigger y ie ld s ,  in c reased  crop acreages and

th e  in te n s iv e  rea rin g  of c a t t l e  and /or sheep ensured a steady  income which

in  i t s e l f  provided th e  in c e n tiv e  to  reclaim  fu r th e r  land .

The in c reased  a rea  under c u l t iv a t io n  was accomplished by the

rec lam atio n  of heath  and commonland. Approximately 1700 acres  of brecks

12were reclaim ed by 1794 and th i s  involved th e  removal of the  e x is tin g  

v e g e ta t io n  by one of two methods. One ^vas to  remove th e  la rg e r  t r e e s  and 

bushes and then  to  plough in  the  undergrowth, thus adding p o te n t ia l  humus 

to  th e  s o i l .  A rthur Young disapproved of th is  method as he favoured th e  

a l te r n a t iv e  -  v iz .  "paring  and burn ing", which obv iated  th e  n e c e ss ity  o f 

w a itin g  a t  l e a s t  two y ears  fo r  th e  p rocess of ro t t in g  to  be completed.

A fte r p a rin g  and buxning, the  land  could be ploughed im m ediately, th u s 

s t i f l i n g  any fu r th e r  growth of vfeeds. This would be follow ed by a crop of 

tu r n ip s ,  th e  c u l t iv a t io n  of wliich removéd any p e r s i s te n t  weeds, inc lud ing  

bracken . A ll t h i s  could be c a r r ie d  out in  the  tim e i t  took m erely to

^^A. Young -  General View of th e  A g ricu ltu re  of th e  County of N orfolk 1804. 
p . 370.

12This f ig u re  i s  c a lc u la te d  from the  a rea  o f ^brecks ’ shoT,vn on the  T ithe  
Maps (F ig . 8) and which irere no t heath  in  1794 (Fadeils Map).
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p repare  th e  land  fo r  c u l t iv a t io n  by the  o th e r method. The p rog ress in

re c l  an a tio n  on the Moraine can be seen from a study of the  evidence fo r  two

p a rish e s  -  F e lb rigg  and K e llin g . F e lb rig g , to  th e  south-w est o f Cromer,

occupies p a r t  of the  summit a rea  and southern  slope of the  Moraine and was

enclosed  p r iv a te ly  in  1771 by a Mr. Wyndham. He had to  buy one free h o ld

f a m  which he subsequently  ren te d  to  the form er owner on a 21-year le a se

( re fe r re d  to  l a t e r ) .  The s ta te  of the  p a rish  be fo re  and a f t e r  enclosure  can

be seen from the  folloTfing ta b le :

FELBRIGG -  1300 a c re s . F igure 13.

13Before Enclosure . A fter E nclosure .

400 ac res  enclosed . Not s ta te d  except f o r  one farm on
21-year le a se .

100 a c re s  woodland. Sane.

400 a c re s  common f i e l d .  Enclosed fo r  farm s.

400 ac res  heath  and common. ( 1. Poor heath  and common reserv ed
( f o r  f i r in g .
( 2. B e tte r  heath  and common p a rc e lle d  
( out to  d i f f e r e n t  te n a n ts .
( 3* 19 acres vfoodland p lan ted  in  1776.

14For th e  newly enclosed  land  he l a id  out roads and driftivays 

and f u r th e r  improved the  lan d  by m arling . The new lea seh o ld  te n a n t YT±th  

th e  21-year le a se  was req u ire d  to  m arl 20 acres every y ear u n t i l  the  whole 

o f h is  farm had been m arled a t  th e  r a te  of 20 c a r tlo a d s  p e r ac re .

Kent -  General View of th e  A g ricu ltu re  of the  County of N orfolk. 1796. 
p . 75.

M arshall -  R ural Economy of N orfolk 1787* Vol. I I ,  p . 365.
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Thus the p a r is h  of F e lb rigg  in  the  l a t t e r  h a lf  of th e  e ig h teen th  

c en tu iy  exem plifies tlie improvements which follow ed enclosure  when lan d - 

oivners who vrere anxious to  improve th e i r  land possessed  s u f f ic ie n t  Imowledge 

and c a p i ta l  to  do so . No d e ta i l  i s  g iven of the  exac t method of c le a rin g  

and c u l t iv a t in g  tlie recla im ed  heath  and common in  F e lb rig g , but fo r tu n a te ly  

such d e ta i l s  a re  a v a ila b le  from ano ther p a rish  on th e  Moraine a fevv y ears  

l a t e r .

K elling was a few m iles to  th e  v/est of F elbrigg  and covered p a r t  

of t:ie  suimnit a rea  and s te ep  n o rth  face  of the  Moraine. With S althouse, 

i t  was inc luded  7d.thin th e  f i r s t  o f th e  Parliam entary  Enclosure Acts fo r  

the  reg io n  in  1780, and in  t h a t  re sp e c t d i f f e r s  from F e lb rig g . The 

P arliam en tary  Enclosure Act was m ainly "to  ex tin g u ish  a l l  r ig h ts  o f sheep- 

w alk, common and shackage" over common f i e ld s  and h a lf -y e a r  lan d s , and th is  

i s  s ta te d  in  th e  preamble to  the  K elling and Salthouse Enclosure Act. At 

the  tim e of enclosure th e re  were 1626 acres of w arren, common and heath , 

wliich Yras alm ost h a lf  of th e  combined acreage of the tivo p a rish es  -  3825 

a c res  -  and was in  "the same d rea ry  u n c u ltiv a ted  barbarous s ta te  as so many 

o th e r  common heaths in  th e  n e ig h b o u rh o o d " . This Enclosure Act (1780) 

was not follOTred by la rg e -s c a le  improvements w ith in  th e  tiTo p a rish es  fo r  a 

cen tu ry  l a t e r  la rg e  acreages o f heath  s t i l l  e x is te d . Reclamation never go t 

beyond what might be termed a ’ P i lo t  Scheme *, which gave th e  Lord of th e  

Manor p r o f i t  from acres  th a t  befo re  enclosure  y ie ld ed  l i t t l e  o r nothing^^.

^^A. Young -  General View of the  A g ricu ltu re  of th e  County of Norfolk 1804. 
p . 153.

p . 152.
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This scheme included  improving th e  land  by the  fo llœ rin g  method -

1 s t  year )
) "ploughs and leaves the  furrorf tvro y ears  to  r o t .

2nd year )

3rd  y ear -  c lay s i t  50 loads an a c re , and 10 loads of muck, works 

i t  f o r  tu rn ip s ,  wliich are good, worth 4 0 /-  an a c re ; 

th ese  are  soræd vfith sheep and c a t t l e .

4 th  y ear -  sows o a ts .

5 th  y e a r  -  lay s  dovm to  g ra ss  fo r  as many years  as i t  vn .ll s tand

fo r  th e  ra b b it

The land  in  K elling  was, and s t i l l  i s ,  poor, bu t good crops of 

tu rn ip s  and oa ts  were a t  f i r s t  ob tained  from the nevrly broken-up land .

Tills g iv es  p roof th a t  vn.th th e  nevf farming methods p ro f i ta b le  re tu rn s  were 

made even from land  of in d if f e r e n t  q u a li ty . A rthur Young c r i t i c i s e d  th e  

i n i t i a l  s te p s  of th is  improvement. He suggested in  i t s  s tead  an a l te rn a t iv e  

husbandry of sheep-walk and corn. He disapproved of brealcing up th e  vegeta

t io n  and leav in g  i t  t o  ro t  f o r  tvro y e a rs , as t h i s  method had been t r i e d  in  

v a rio u s  p a r t s  of the  kingdom and alm ost everywhere had proved u n p ro f ita b le . 

He advocated paring  and bu rn ing , follow ed by tu rn ip s  o r co le  and then  

g ra s se s  "being as w e ll loaded  iv ith  sheep fo r  as long as p o s s ib le ."  % en

th e  land  began to  d e te r io ra te  i t  was prepared  fo r  one crop of corn , and then

to  g ra s s  again . This vras a v a r ia t io n  on h is  u su a l advice and may p o ss ib ly  

have been due to  h is  a p p re c ia tio n  of the  northward fac in g  aspect of the

p . 152.
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p a r is h  which exposed i t  to  th e  f u l l  b run t of th e  n o r th e r ly  winds. The 

liigh and le v e l  a rea  of K elling  Common -was p a r t i c u la r ly  b leak  and windswept 

and th u s more su ite d  to  sheep th an  to  mixed farm ing. tVhether Young’s 

suggestions were ever c a r r ie d  out i s  d o u b tfu l, f o r  th e  acreage of heath land  

i s  s t i l l  la rg e  today ; he must indeed have a n tic ip a te d  th a t  liis  advice would 

go unheeded fo r  he added s ig n i f ic a n t ly  a t  the conclusion  of h is  d iscu ssio n  

on th e  p a r is h ,  "the n o tio n  th a t  th e  land  i s  good fo r  notliing b u t r a b b i ts ,
1 Ps

nalces i t  so" •

The new farm ing methods d id  not meet vfith equal success through

out th e  a re a . Some landovmers were no t onl;}̂  more su ccess fu l in  t h e i r  p rac

t i c e s  b u t a lso  possessed  a s te a d ie r  f in a n c ia l  background, T fh ilst o th er 

f a c to r s  beyond the c o n tro l of th e  landoi'mer p layed an im portan t p a r t .  For 

in s ta n c e , aspec t may have accounted fo r  g re a te r  success in  F elb rigg  than  in  

K e llin g . F e lb rig g , to o , had been p ro te c te d  from th e  n o rth  by p la n ta t io n s  

since  th e  seven teen th  cen tu ry . Water supply could a lso  a f f e c t  success, 

e s p e c ia l ly  as l iv e s to c k  v;as so im portan t in  the  new a g r ic u ltu re .  Aîuch of 

K elling  was high ( fo r  th e  Moraine) and f l a t ,  T/ith the  w a ter ta b le  near the  

su rface  in  only one sm all n o rth -fa c in g  v a lle y .

The p la n tin g  of t r e e s  vfas another im portant method of reclaim ing 

heath  and common. Such rec lam atio n  aided the  improved husbandry by p rovid ing  

s h e l te r  f o r  stock  and tim ber f o r  fences and g a te s . Trees were p lan ted  in  

Aylmerton and in  the  neighbouring p a r is h  of F elb rigg  by Mr. ïfyndliam. In

1 a
I b i d . , p . 153.
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March 1776 a t  Aylmerton a g ran t of j u s t  over 60 acres of common land  was

19made fo r  "the  growth and p re se rv a tio n  of t r e e s "  , A g ran t fo r  Hie same

purpose was made two months l a t e r  in  F e lb rigg  and c o n s is te d  of 19 acres

of common (see p . 26). This f o i l  caved the  enclosure  of th e  p a r is h  in  1771

and was an added improvement. Mir. %ndham ra is e d  most of h is  t r e e s  from

20seed, th e  main v a r i e t i e s  being Oak, Spanish Chestnut and Beech . Mr. 

Vfyndham was no t th e  only landowner ivho was p la n tin g  t r e e s  a t  t h i s  tim e, 

as in  th e  p a r is h  of Han^vorth a few m iles to  th e  south  of F elb rigg  two

g ra n ts  o f common land of 31 and 35 acres were made to  S ir  Harbord Harbord

21fo r  "the  growth of tim ber" .

More d e ta i l  can be obtained  from th e  e s ta te  of Mr. Cook Flower

of Sheringham. In  1781 he c a r r ie d  out heath land  rec lam ation  by p lan tin g

22young t r e e s  amongst fu rze  and lin g  on the  summits of lovr h i l l s  ly in g  be

tween th e  s teep  n o rth  face  of the  Moraine and the  sea . Patches of g rav e l

23c a l le d  by Soloman ’Ridge g r a v e ls ’ capped th ese  ou tly ing  h i l l s  to  th e  

■ivest of Sheringham. Tree p la n tin g  vfas of p a r t ic u la r  advantage on land  too

19 Calendar of the  Deeds e n ro lle d  v fith in  th e  County o f N orfolk. N orfolk 
Archaeology, Vol. X III , p . 289.

20N. Ifent. General View o f th e  A g ricu ltu re  o f th e  County of Norfolk 1796. 
p . 76.

21Calendar of th e  Deeds e n ro lle d  iv ith in  th e  County of N orfolk. Norfolk 
Archaeology, Vol. X III , p . 290.

22
H isto ry  and A n tiq u itie s  of th e  County of N orfolk. 1781. Vol. I l l ,
p . 101.

23J.D . Soloman -  G la c ia l Succession on the  N. Norfolk Coast. Proceedings 
o f th e  G eological A ssoc ia tion . 1932. pp. 241-271.
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steep  fo r  ploiighing b u t d id  no t b rin g  in  such quick re tu rn s  as heath 

reclaim ed by cropping and g raz in g .

Enclosure and th e  improved farm ing on both o ld  and newly farmed 

land  le d  a t  f i r s t  to  an in c re a se  in  popu la tion . Many more farm labou re rs 

were needed to  c u l t iv a te  th e  c ro p s , to  tend  the stock  in  v rin ter and fo r  

th e  g e n e ra l upkeep of the  farm . T urnips, th e  v i t a l  crop in  the  new ro ta 

t io n ,  had to  be hand-hoed by s k i l le d  lab o u r. On lan d  nevrly enclosed from 

heath  o r common, lab o u re rs  v/ere needed to  c le a r  the  o ld  v e g e ta tio n  

(e s p e c ia l ly  i f  th e re  were s c a t te re d  t r e e s ) ,  w h ils t  th e  p la n tin g  of hedges 

and hedgerow t r e e s  and the  c o n s tru c tio n  and m aintenance of d itc h e s  a l l  

re q u ire d  more workers than  had been needed h i th e r to .

The in c reased  demand fo r  labour le d  a t  f i r s t  to  a d r i f t  of popula

t io n  in to  those  p a rish e s  where land had been re c e n tly  enclosed and improved; 

some of t h i s  demand was met by gangs of women and c h ild re n  who supplemented 

the  fu l l - t im e  farm w orkers. How th is  demand f o r  labour could vary  between 

p a r is h  and p a r is h  can b e s t  be i l l u s t r a t e d  by a comparison of th e  p opu la tion  

of F e lb rig g  iv ith  th a t  of K e lling .

In  F e lb rigg  (enclosed  p r iv a te ly  in  1771) th e re  was an in c re a se  of

2453 people between 1777 and 1796. The t o t a l  p o p u la tio n  was 174 in  1796 

and had r i s e n  to  181 by 1801. A fte r th i s  peak th e re  was a steady  d ec lin e  

f o r  th e  nex t 50 y e a rs , so th a t  by 1851 th e  f ig u re  had f a l l e n  to  126 (F ig . 

14A) -  approxim ately th e  same as b efo re  en c lo su re .

24N. Kent -  General View of th e  A grlou lt\ire  of th e  County of N orfolk. 
1796. p . 75.
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E nclosu res, to g e th e r  vhLth the  f i r s t  heavy m arlings, le d , as has 

been slicnvn, to  an e x tra  demand fo r  labour in  th e  i n i t i a l  s tages of th e  

change-over, bu t demand decreased  th e r e a f te r  and p opu la tion  g rad u a lly  

d r i f te d  to  the  grovdng urban c e n tre s  o r em igrated to  the  expanding co lon ies 

o v e rseas. The development of Cromer as a seaside  and f ish in g  re s o r t  

p robab ly  a lso  a t t r a c te d  some of th e  p o p u la tio n  from nearby p a rish e s  such 

as F e lb rig g .

On the  o th e r hand, th e  p a r is h  of K e lling , enclosed by P a r l ia -

25m entary Act, p re se n ts  a notew orthy c o n tra s t .  According to  A rthur Young 

the  p o p u la tio n  remained alm ost s ta t io n a ry  before  and a f t e r  enclosu re  in  

1780, d ecreasing  by 3 in  th e  20 y ears  befo re  and by 5 in  th e  20 years 

a f t e r  (F ig . 14B). The E nclosure Act of K elling had ex tingu ished  common 

r ig h ts  of sheep-walk and shackage bu t even so improvements to  sm all a reas 

only være c a r r ie d  o u t. The ex p lan a tio n  f o r  t h i s  has a lready  been g iven 

(see p . 29). Even by the  m iddle of the n in e tee n th  cen tu ry  th e re  rras s t i l l  

a la rg e  a rea  of heath  in  K elling . A fte r th e  passing  o f th e  Act of Enclo

su re  th e  poor were no lo n g er f re e  to  use th e  whole of th e  heath land  bu t 

were r e s t r i c t e d  to  t h e i r  communal a llo tm en ts  of 300-400 ac res . According

26to  A rthur Young th e  poor gained  by th i s  r e s t r i c t i o n  and thus th e  land  

was no t overstocked.

S harring ton , a sm all p a r is h  on the  vrest s id e  of th e  Moraine, 

a lso  enclosed  by P arliam en tary  Act, p rov ides an in te re s t in g  c o n tra s t  to

25A. Young -  General View of th e  A g ricu ltu re  of the  County of N orfolk.
1804. p. 152.

I b id . ,  p . 152.
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K elling , f o r  a f t e r  the  Act o f Enclosure i t s  pop u la tio n  in c reased . The

Act o f 1796 was fo r  th e  enclo su re  of the  comiaon and f o r  th e  improvement of

h a lf -y e a r  lands to  w hole-year lan d s . The p o p u la tio n  of S harring ton  shows

a continuous in c re ase  from 1780 to  1811 (F ig . 15), whereas th e  popu la tion

of K elling  was s t a t i c  during  t h i s  p e rio d  and u n affec ted  by th e  Enclosure

A ct, owing, i t  i s  b e lie v e d , to  a h a rsh er p h y s ic a l environm ent.

Between 1790 and 1794 Tfilliam Faden surveyed th e  County of
27

N orfolk and subsequently  produced the  f i r s t  1 inch  to  1 m ile map of the  

county . This map (F ig . 16) shows a red u c tio n  in  the a rea  o f heath  and 

common as compared w ith  tim es p a s t ;  bu t heaths and commons were s t i l l  

e x ten siv e  and numerous and the  d e sc r ip tio n s  vn ritten  by W illiam M arshall 

and A rthur Young about 1790 give a graphic  p ic tu re  of th e se . W illiam 

M arsha ll, y rriting  in  1792, s ta te d  th a t  the  n o r th -e a s te rn  p a r t  of Norfolk

27Faden^s Map a lso  shows ( in  b lack  and w hite) r e l i e f  by hachures, s e t t l e 
m ents, roads, r iv e r s  and c e r ta in  types of lan d -u se . D espite th e  c a r to 
g ra p h ic a l problem of t r a n s fe r r in g  d e ta i l s  to  a map based on a d i f f e r e n t  
p ro je c tio n  (v iz . th e  2 .1 /2 "  O.S. map) and the  d i f f i c u l ty  of lo c a tin g  
c e r ta in  roads and tra c k s  which have been a l te re d  or o b l i te ra te d  by time 
(checked by the  T frite r where p o ss ib le  in  the  f i e l d ) ,  th e  newly con
s tru c te d  map i s  of prime im portance in  dem onstrating th e  f i r s t  accu ra te  
mapping of heath  and commonland in  the  county. The 2 .1 /2 "  maps on to  
which Faden’s d e ta i l  has been tr a n s fe r re d  yære sp e c ia lly  p r in te d  in  
o rd e r  to  omit i r r e le v a n t  m a te r ia l.  Ely using  the  grey  and orange p la te s  
on ly , d e ta i l  was lim ite d  to  f i e l d  boundaries, con tours and roads, th e  
l a t t e r  being subsequently  w hitened ou t. The sh ee ts  of th e  2 .1 /2 "  map 
176re  mounted to g e th e r  to  form one la rg e  map, which was then  photographed 
and reduced (F ig . I 6 ) . On Faden‘s Map common and heath land  are  no t 
c le a r ly  d is tin g u ish a b le  from each o th e r , as th ey  were o ften  c o -e x is te n t . 
The d is t in c t io n  was u s u a lly  dravn by the  name and where th i s  was the  
case i t  has been rep re sen ted  on F ig . I 6 by d if fe r in g  shades f o r  heath  
and common.
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(the Morainic a rea) "abounds w ith  b arren  heaths and i n f e r t i l e  enclosures

28w ith  no t an acre of r e te n t iv e  su b s o il” • More d e ta i l  of th e  s ta te  of the  

coun try side  i s  g iven  by A rthur Youngs who found f o r  in s tan c e  th a t  "nine-

29te n th s  o f th e  land  betvreen Sheringham and Cromer was in  b lack  l in g  h ea th ” . 

The road betiveen th ese  tvro p la c e s , a f t e r  clim bing the  n o rth  s lo p e , continued 

along the  summit of the  M oraine, so foila,'d.ng the  l in e  of heath  shovm on 

Faden’s Map.

BeloiT i s  a summary o f the a reas of hea th , common and woodland on 

th e  Cromer Moraine according to  Faden’s Map: -  

A -  ISATHLAiJD AMD COMMOKLAKD

1. Summit areas of Moraine and n o rth ern  s lope .

From south of H olt to  Cromer. The main a rea  of heath  extended 

along summit and n o rth -fa c in g  slope .

Salthouse Common and Warren.

D espite the  E nclosure Act o f 1780, t h i s  a rea  i s  shoi-m as a ivide 

ex te n t of h e a th , w ith  s t r a ig h t  boundaries. One se c tio n  on the  

e a s t  i s  shown as an enclosure  bu t no in d ic a t io n  i s  given of i t s  

use and i t  had d isappeared  by 1838, when a lso  the  d i f f e r e n t ia t io n  

betv/een th e  names ’w arren ’ and ’common’ had been merged in to  th e  

one te r n  ’h e a th ’.

Houghton Heath.

This was d escrib ed  by a contemporary w r i te r  as a sm all p a r is h  of

T̂. M arshall -  R ural Economy of N orfolk. 1787. Vol. I ,  p . 11.

^^A. Young -  A Farm er’s Tour through th e  E ast of England. 1771. p. 62.
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30poor land  and was obviously  once continuous w ith  the  main 

area  o f heatiiland  (see p . 14).

2. E dgefie ld  D i s t r i c t .

E dgefield  Heath and Plums te  ad Common -  th e  nom enclature changes 

a t  the  p a r is h  boundary wliich i s  a lso  th e re  co in c id en t Trith th e  

boundary between two Hundreds.

2. West of the  d a v e n .

Stody Common.

D elling  Common.

Stock Heath. This a rea  occupies th e  w atershed between the  

R. Glaven and R. St i f f  key in  an a rea  whei'e th e  Moraine d ie s  ou t. 

4. The Upper Ant.

Antingham Common. Tliis a rea  rep re se n ts  the  remains o f the  w aste 

o f th e  Soke of Glmingham (see Chap. 2 ). According to  Faden th i s  

i s  c a lle d  ’common’ bu t heath  v e g e ta tio n  i s  suggested  by in fe ren ce  

from f i e ld  names in  the l a t e r  T ithe Schedule, 1839: e .g . Heath 

Close, Heath Ten Acres.

South of Bacton n ear th e  R iver Ant. These were pa tches of heath  

near Bacton Wood.

B -  WOODIAITO

1. Summit Areas and N orthern Slope of th e  Moraine.

Along the n o rth  face  of th e  Moraine in  Sheringham and on th e  

summit in  F e lb rig g .

3 C lih M arshall -  Op. c i t . .  Vol. I ,  p . 241.
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2. E dgefie ld  D i s t r i c t .

The ’G reat Wood’ (between E dgefield  and Plums te  ad ).

4. The Upper Ant.

31Bacton Wood. BnishiTood was l e f t  between Bacton and W itton Heaths 

and i s  s h o T m  on th e  map as sm all pa tches of heath . Woodland had 

been c lea red  and th e  land  used fo r  a rab le  farm ing.

The im portance of Faden’s Map cannot be o v e r-s tre sse d  f o r  i t  

g ives  th e  f i r s t  accu ra te  d e lim ita t io n  of th e  ex te n t and lo c a tio n  of heath , 

common and woodland towards th e  end of th e  e ig h teen th  cen tu ry  and thus pro

v id es  a v a lu ab le  b a s is  from which to  measure subsequent rec lam ation .

PART I I ;  1794 -  1842.

During the  y e a rs  between th e  p u b lic a tio n  of Faden’s Map (1794)

and th e  com pilation  of the  T ithe  Schedules (1838-1842) rec lam ation  on th e

Moraine continued  a t  an in c reased  pace. Tlie r i s e  in  a g r ic u l tu ra l  p r ic e s

gave a stim ulus to  a g r ic u ltu re  which a t t r a c te d  ’’th e  a t te n t io n  of persons of

i n t e l l e c t ,  education  and c a p i ta l ,  who, encouraged by th e  en e rg e tic  examples

32and in flu e n ce  o f Mr. Coke in v es te d  la rg e  sums in  th e  p u r s u i t” . The 

e s ta te  of Mr. Coke a t  Holkham was only a few m iles to  th e  west where th e  

r e s u l t s  o f the  improved methods of farm ing could be seen and compared w ith  

the  le s s  p ro g ressiv e  farm ing in  th e  neighbouring d i s t r i c t s  of the  Moraine 

i t s e l f .  There vras more heath  in  th e  w estern  p a r t  of th e  Moraine and i t  was

^^H isto ry  and A n tiq u itie s  of the  County of N orfolk. Vol. IX. Hundred of 
Tuns te  ad. p . 10.

^^R.N. Bacon -  A Report on th e  A g ricu ltu re  o f N orfolk. 1844. p . 83.
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probable  th a t  the  in flu e n c e  o f Mr. Coke's improved methods g re a t ly  aided 

the  reclam ation  of th e se  væs te rn  h ea th s .

Over h a lf  the  heath  e x is tin g  on th e  Moraine in  1794 was reclaim ed 

in  th e  y ears  1794 to  1838. Some in d ic a tio n  of th e  ex ten t of reclam ation  

can be judged from th e  map based on the  T ithe Schedules (F ig . 17) and more 

d e ta i l  i s  g iven in  the  accompanying ta b le  (F ig . 18). Though the  average 

amount reclaim ed was more th an  50 p e r c en t, of th e  heath  of 1794, the  

p ro p o rtio n  was even h ig h er in  th e  w estern  d i s t r i c t s .  A la rg e  h ea th , l ik e  

Stock Heath in  the w est, had 91 p e r cen t, o f i t s  1794 acreage reclaim ed, 

w iiile a t  F e lb rigg  in  th e  c e n tre  the  heath  was reduced by 80 p e r c e n t . ,  

though a t  Houghton in  th e  e a s t  i t  remained alm ost untouched. Two la rg e  

commons of B alling  ( in  th e  w est) and Antingham ( in  th e  e a s t)  alm ost d is 

appeared during th is  p e rio d . Commonland had o ften  developed on compara

t iv e ly  b e t t e r  s o i l s  th an  th e  heath  and th e re fo re  could be more e a s i ly  

brought in to  c u l t iv a t io n .  Enclosure was u su a lly  th e  prim ary co n d itio n  

of rec lam atio n , bu t each a re a  had i t s  o t o  d is t in c t iv e  f e a tu re s . These 

a reas  iv i l l  now be d iscussed  in d iv id u a lly  in  the  same sequence as in  the  

p rev io u s chap ter (F ig . 19).

1. Summit Areas and N orthern Slopes.

Holt and K e llin g . 44 p e r cen t, reclaim ed.

In  the  p eriod  between Faden 's Map and th e  T ithe Maps much o f th e  

heath  to  the  e a s t o f H olt had been reclaim ed f o r  a rab le  and woodland.

H olt was one of the  l a r g e s t  p a r ish e s  a ffe c te d  by an Enclosure Act, bu t 

a t  th e  beginning of th e  n in e te e n th  cen tu ry , in  1804, 1600 acres  of a t o t a l
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HEATH RECLAIMED (A pproxim ate)^^ F ig u re  18.

DISTRICT Acreage
o f

P a r is h e s

Acreage
1794

Acreage
1838/42

Acreage
rec la im ed

P ercen tage
rec la im ed

1. SUMMIT & NORTH SLOPE 
H o lt, K e llin g . 5020 2900 1500 1400 44

Bodham, W eyboume, ) 
Sheringham , E. Beckham) 6410 980 500 480 55

B eeston , Runton, ) 
A ylm erton, Cromer ) 4170 760 165 595 79

F e lb r ig g 1440 120 20 100 83

S a lth o u se I960 350 350 - 0

Roughton 1620 390 380 10 3

2. EDGEFIELD DISTRICT 
E d g e f ie ld , Plumst e a d , ) 
L i t t l e  Bamingham ) 4940 710 500 210 30

S.imST OF THE GLAVEN 
S tody , Hunrmrth 1940 220 100 120 53

D a llin g 1630 360 25 335 93

Stock  H eath 1220 330 30 300 91

4 . THE UPPER ANT 
Antingham 1530 800 a v e ry  l i t t l e  

p a s tu re  800 alm ost 100

B acton , Y fitton , ) 
E d ing tho rpe  ) 4108 230 60  -f- 170 75

TOTAL 8150 3630 4520 56

The above approx im ate  a c re a g e s  o f h e a th  were o b ta in e d  by m easuring on 
squared  p a p e r  th e  a re a  o f  h e a th  on b o th  F a d e n 's  Map and th e  maps o f th e  
T ith e  Survey. A creages from  F a d e n 's  Map were c a lc u la te d  d i r e c t l y  as i t  
i s  on a  1" to  1 m ile  s c a le .  In  th e  case  o f th e  T ith e  Survey th e  a re a s  
were t r a n s f e r r e d  to  th e  2 .1 /2 ” to  1 m ile  maps and i t  was from th e se  t h a t  
th e  a re a  of h e a th  was c a lc u la te d .
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of 2950 a c re s  was d e s c r ib e d  by  A rth u r Young as hvaste*^"^. The in h a b i ta n ts

had d is c u s se d  th e  e n c lo s u re  o f i t ^  b u t  had ta k e n  no a c t io n .  The 'w a s te ' o r

heath  was u sed  by n e ig h b o u rin g  fa rm e rs  f o r  sheep g ra z in g  as i t  was s a id  t h a t

sheep th r iv e d  b e t t e r  when g ra z in g  on l in g  th a n  vdien g ra z in g  on o rd in a ry  
35

p a s tu re  . O b se rv a tio n s  sucn  as t h i s  would have s tre n g th e n e d  lo c a l  opposi

t io n  to  e n c lo s u re ,  a  m easure w hich  would have le d  to  th e  d e s t ru c t io n  of th e  

l in g  and o f  th e  r e p u te d ly  good g ra z in g . E v e n tu a lly  i n  1807 e n c lo su re  was

c a r r ie d  o u t by P a r lia m e n ta ry  Act b u t improvement d id  n o t s t a r t  im m edia te ly . 

In  1809 th e r e  was h e a th  i n  H o lt and i n  th e  n e ig h b o u rin g  p a r is h  o f 

Le t h e r i n g s e t t  w hich was c ap a b le  o f improvement ♦ D esp ite  lo c a l  opposi

t io n  and a  slow  s t a r t ,  re c la jn a t io n  was l a t e r  c a r r ie d  ou t on a  b ig  s c a le ;  

by 1839 th e r e  w ere la r g e  f i e l d s  o f a ra b le  la n d  and p la n ta t io n s  o f t r e e s  on 

fo rm er h e a th .

K e llin g  H eath v/as co n tin u o u s  over th e  p a r i s h  boundary iv ith  th a t  

o f H o lt t o  th e  n o r th ,  b u t  b e in g  n e a re r  to  th e  se a  (on th e  summit and n o rth  

s lo p e ) i t  had an u n fa v o u ra b le  environm ent w hich a p p a re n tly  was such as t o  

d e te r  any la r g e - s c a le  im provem ents. The E n clo su re  Act o f 1780 d id  n o t 

r e s u l t  i n  any r e d u c t io n  of th e  h e a th  e x ce p t f o r  two sm all a ra b le  e n c lo su re s  

made i n  th e  c e n tre  o f th e  h e a th  -  an u n u su a l p o s i t io n  (F ig . 2 0 .1 ) .

^^A. Young _ A G enera l View o f th e  A g r ic u l tu re  of th e  County o f N orfo lk . 
1804. p . 388.

^ ^ r o id . ,  p . 462.

Eye -  N otes on R unton, N o rfo lk  -  N o rfo lk  i in t iq u a r ia n  îa s c e l la n y .  
1877. V ol. I ,  p . 431 .
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Bodham, W eybourne, S heringhan  and E a s t Becldiam. 55 p e r  c e n t .
rec la im ed .

R eclam ation  i n  th e s e  fo u r  p a r is h e s  was much more p iecem eal th a n

in  H o lt, and oook th e  form  o f a  narrow ing  o f th e  b e l t  of h e a th  which ex tended

along th e  summit and n o r th  f a c e  o f th e  M oraine, I t  r e s u l te d  i n  an in c re a s e

in  a ra b le  la n d , and i n  Sheringham  i n  an in c re a s e  o f woodland. Much o f th e

so u th -w est o f th e  p a r i s h  o f Sheringham  was in c lu d e d  Yjdthin th e  ne\T Sheringham

Park w hich vms l a i d  o u t by th e  lan d scap e  g a rd e n e r  Humphrey Repton, who was

37com m issioned i n  1812 . He com bined th e  e x is t in g  p la n ta t io n s  w ith  h is  own

im provem ents and in  doing so rec la im ed  some h e a th  a long  th e  n o r th  fa c e  and

summit o f  th e  M oraine (F ig . 2 0 .1 ) .

Sheringham  P a r is h  was a ls o  a f f e c te d  by an E nclosu re  Act in  1809

and by 1811 t h i s  had been  c a r r i e d  o u t . Tivo sm a ll commons rem ained, one f o r

each o f  th e  two v i l l a g e s  v d .th in  th e  p a r i s h .  Upper Sheringham Common formed

p a r t  o f  th e  summit h e a th s ,  w h ile  t h a t  a t  Lo'wer Sheringham was a t  th e  base  o f

th e  n o r th  s lo p e  and c o n tin u o u s  v /ith  th e  common o f B eeston  Regis to  th e  e a s t .

38A map (1811) o f  Sheringham  shears th e  p o s i t io n  of a m arl p i t ,  

a d ja c e n t t o  th e  road  betw een Upper Sheringham  and H o lt. The la rg e  s iz e  of 

t h i s  d isu se d  p i t  in d ic a te s  th e  th o u san d s o f to n s  o f m arl which must in  

form er tim e s  have been  removed f o r  f e r t i l i s i n g  nearby  lan d .

T rees w ere p la n te d  on summit he a t  n l  and in  m ast Beckham, to  th e  

im m ediate so u th  o f Sheringham .

K etton-C reiner -  A N o rfo lk  G a lle iy . 1948. p . 212.

^^Map i s  p re s e rv e d  i n  th e  o f f i c e s  o f  th e  Sheringham  Urban D i s t r i c t  C ouncil.
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B eeston  and Runt.on. 79 p e r  c e n t ,  rec la im ed .

The e ffe c u  o f  irec lam ation  i n  th e s e  two p a r is h e s  was seen in  a

la rg e  a re a  o f  wood s t r e tc h in g  a long  th e  M oraine summit as f a r  e a s t  as

F e lb r ig g . A few  e n c lo s u re s  had been  made on th e  so u th  s id e ,  b u t v/ere s u r 

rounded by th e  t r e e s  on th r e e  s id e s  as a p r o te c t io n  from th e  n o r th e r ly  w inds.

Most o f  th e  n o r th e rn  fa c e  o f th e  M oraine was d e sc r ib e d  i n  1838 as

p a s tu r e ,  w hereas i t  was mapped as h e a th la n d  44 y e a rs  e a r l i e r  (F ig . 2 0 .1 ) .

Much o f  t h i s  s lo p e  to d a y  i s  h e a th y  sc ru b la n d .

F e lb r ig g . 83 p e r  c e n t ,  re c la im e d .

The h e a th  to  th e  e a s t  o f F e lb r ig g  Park had been rec la im ed  by an 

e x te n s io n  o f  th e  woods p re v io u s ly  p la n te d  in  th e  n o r th e rn  p a r t  o f th e  Park .

The l a r g e s t  a re a  of h e a th  rem ained on th e  summit, as i t  was l e f t  a f t e r  

en c lo su i'e  f o r  th e  u se  o f  th e  l o c a l  in h a b i t a n t s .

S a lth o u s e .

The la rg e  h e a th  i n  t h i s  p a r i s h  i s  rem ark ab le . The environm ent 

i s  s im i la r  t o  K e llin g , a b le a k  and d ry  c lim a te  and a  n o r th e rn  a sp e c t ,  which 

gave l i t t l e  encouragem ent f o r  r e c la m a tio n . The p a r i s h  was en c lo sed  w ith  

t h a t  o f  K e llin g  i n  1780 b u t  l i t t l e  re c la m a tio n  to o k  p la c e .  Very l i t t l e  o f 

t h i s  e n c lo se d  h e a th  was im proved even d u rin g  t h i s  g r e a t  p e rio d  o f re c la m a tio n .

Roughton. 3 p e r  c e n t ,  re c la im e d .

R eclam ation  was a lm ost n o n -e x is te n t  i n  t h i s  p a r i s h  and on ly  one 

e n c lo su re  o f any s iz e  was made i n  th e  so u th . The h e a th  occupied  a  f l a t  

vdndsw ept s o u th e r ly  sp u r  o f th e  sumimt w h i l s t  th e  v i l l a g e  and farm s were i n  

a more s h e l te r e d  p o s i t io n  to  th e  so u th -w e s t.
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2. E d g e f ie ld  D i s t r i c t .

E d g e f ie ld , P lums t e  ad and l i t t l e  Barningham. 30 p e r  c e n t , re c la im ed .

These th r e e  p a r i s h e s  (so u th  o f H o lt)  sh ared  a h e a th  i n  1794, p a r t s  

o f w hich a ls o  form ed th e  commonland o f  Plums t e  ad and E d g e fie ld . E d g e fie ld  

Common '.vas e n c lo se d  i n  1812 by P a r l ia jn e n ta iy  A ct^^, b u t 50 a c re s  i n  th e  

s o u th -e a s t  on th e  boundary  vd.th Sax thorpe  w ere l e f t  i n  h e a th  as a f u e l  

e n c lo su re  award. By th e  tim e  o f  th e  T ith e  Map (1842) even t h i s  had been 

improved to  a ra b le  la n d  (F ig . 2 0 .1 1 ) . E xcep t a long  th e  boundary w ith  H olt 

th e re  was no\T no h e a th la n d  i n  E d g e f ie ld  and i t s  fo rm er e x is te n c e  was marked 

by on ly  one f i e l d  name i n  1842 -  K in g 's  H eath C lose.

The p a r i s h  of L i t t l e  Barningham was e n c lo sed  in  1821, b u t  l i t t l e

i f  any re d u c t io n  o f h e a th  im m ed ia te ly  r e s u l te d .  The h e a th  appears to  be 

s l i g h t l y  l a r g e r  th an  i n  1794 b u t t h i s  may be due to  more a c c u ra te  mapping 

combined w ith  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  seme rough p a s tu re  m ight now have been 

term ed 'h e a t h ' .  In  P lum stead  Faden mapped * common' w hich was d e sc r ib e d  i n  

th e  T ith e  Document a s  'h e a t h ' .  L i t t l e  re c la m a tio n  had occu rred  and con

s i s t e d  i n  th e  e a s t  o f sm a ll e n c b su re s , v d i i l s t  a sm a ll wood had been p la n te d

i n  th e  c e n tr e  o f th e  common.

3* West o f th e  G laven.

S tody and Hunworth. 53 p e r  c e n t ,  rec la im ed .

S ou th -w est o f H o lt a c ro s s  th e  v a l l e y  o f th e  Glaven were th e  

commons o f th e  p a r i s h e s  o f S tody and Hunworth. S tody Common was en c lo sed  

by P a r lia m e n ta ry  Act i n  1805, and by 1839 th e  commonland had been p la n te d

^^A?ard i n  ' L ocal C o l le c t io n ' NorrmLch P u b lic  L ib ra ry .
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TfVith t r e e s .  The p l a n t a t i o n  seems to  have ex tended  beyond th e  l im i t s  o f 

the  fo rm er Common (com pare F a d e n 's  and th e  T ith e  Maps). (F ig . 2 1 .)

R eclam ation  i n  Huirwoi’t h  was much more p iec em ea l, o c cu rrin g  i n  th e  

c e n tre  and s e p a ra t in g  th e  rem ain ing  h ea th y  commons from  each  o th e r .  The 

e n c lo su re s  were u s u a l ly  v e ry  sm a ll , two o f  th e  l a r g e r  b e ing  c a l le d  'H eath  

P ie c e ' and 'F i r s t  B re c k '.  A ll  th e s e  e n c lo s u re s  were a ra b le  i n  1839.

D a llin g . 93 p e r  c e n t ,  re c la im e d .

The la rg e  conmon e x i s t i n g  h e re  i n  1794 had a lm ost d isa p p ea red  by 

1839, e x ce p t f o r  a narrow  c e n t r a l  s t r i p ,  now term ed 'h e a t h '.  Names g iv en  

to  th e  new e n c lo su re s  p re s e rv e  th e  re c o rd  o f th e  common's fo rm er e x is te n c e ;

9 f i e l d  names c o n ta in  th e  word 'com m on', 6 c o n ta in  th e  ivord 'm o o r ', and 

4 th e  word ' f u r z e ' .  The names 'moor* and ' f  u i'ze  ' in d ic a te  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

v e g e ta t io n  and appearance  o f th e  fo im er common.

S tock  H eath. 91 p e r  c e n t ,  re c la im e d .

The g r e a te r  p a r t  o f t h i s  h e a th  was rec la im ed  b u t  no d e t a i l s  a re  

a v a i la b le .  The la n d  i n  p a r t  was p la n te d  w ith  t r e e s  and i n  p a r t  was u sed  

f o r  c ro p s .

4. The Upper Ant.

Antingham. Almost 100 p e r  c e n t ,  re c la im e d .

The la rg e  common h e re  had v i r t u a l l y  d isa p p ea red  by 1839. Some 

p a s tu re  rem ained a long  th e  R iv er A n t. I t s  f o m e r  e x is te n c e  i s  reco rd ed  by 

names g iv en  to  th e  new e n c lo s u re s  such as 'M il l  Heath P i e c e ',  'F i r s t  Heath 

C lo se ' and 'H ea th  10 a c r e s ' .  A ll  th e s e  w ere i n  th e  n o r th e rn  h a l f ,  and in d i 

c a te  t h a t  h e re  a t  l e a s t  h e a th  v e g e ta t io n  d id  e x i s t  on commonland.
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E d in g thorpe^ Bacto n  and W itton . 75 p e r  c e n t ,  reclaim ed* 

ih e  la n d - lise o f  th e  fo rm er h e a th  i n  th e se  th r e e  p a r is h e s  was 

v a r ie d  i n  1839* Much o f  th e  a re a  re c la im e d  was used  f o r  a ra b le  farm ing^ 

bu t i n  W itton  la n d  was d e s ig n a te d  as p a s tu r e .  The f i e l d  names of t l i i s  

p a s tu re  in c lu d e d  'New Break % 'H arm er 's  Break '  ̂ and 'U pper Hungry B re ak '. 

I f  th e  o rd in a ry  d e f i n i t i o n  o f ' B reck ' i s  a ccep ted  i t  vrould appear t h a t  

th e  cropped la n d  had been  l a i d  davn to  p a s tu r e  by 1839. The neighbouring  

a ra b le  f i e l d s  a ls o  had s im i la r  names, such as 'H eath  10 a c r e s ' ,  and 'B reak 

6 a c r e s ' ,  in d ic a t in g  t h e i r  fo rm er s t a t e .

The fo re g o in g  summary b r in g s  ou t c l e a r l y  th e  v a r ie d  pui^poses 

of re c la m a tio n , and th e  e v id en ce  t h a t  can be d e r iv e d  from f i e l d  names o f 

th e  fo rm er e x is te n c e  o f h e a th . Two h e a th s ,  i n  s p i t e  of th e  re c la m a tio n  

in  n e ig h b o u rin g  p a r i s h e s ,  rem ained a lm ost un touched . In  S a l t  house, th e  

c o n d itio n in g  f a c t o r  o f e n c lo s u re  had been  c a r r ie d  ou t as e a r ly  as 1780 

b u t t h i s  had n o t o c cu rred  i n  th e  o th e r  one -  Roughton. Both h e a th s  occupied  

f l a t ,  b le a k ,  and 7/inds\Yept p a r t s  o f  th e  summit a re a . Roughton was favou red  

w ith  a  s o u th e r ly  a sp e c t and i t s  re c la m a tio n  came l a t e r  i n  th e  c e n tu ry . 

D esp ite  th e s e  two e x c e p tio n s  th e  p e r io d  1794 to  1844 (when more th a n  h a lf  

th e  acreag e  o f common and h e a th  d isa p p e a re d )  was th e  g r e a t e s t  i n  th e

h is to r y  o f th e  re c la m a tio n  of th e  M oraine.

The h e a th  a t  th e  tim e  o f  Faden was so e x te n s iv e  t h a t  i n  s p i te

of th e  g r e a t  amount re c la im e d  i t  s t i l l  form ed (1844) a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c
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fe a tu re  o f th e  r e g io n , in e  rem ain ing  commons and h e a th s  were sm a lle r  and 

le s s  numerous and vhe l a r g e r  a re a s  w ere m o stly  lo c a te d  on th e  summit and 

n o rth  fa c e  o f th e  M oraine, The s o i l s  o f th e  summit were l i g h t e r  and "more 

backiTard th a n  e ls e w h e re " , b e in g  d e sc r ib e d  by Bacon as "a v e ry  l i g h t  blending 

sand w ith o u t a s to n e  upon i t ,  and th e  c ro p s  a re  from a T/eek to  a f o r tn ig h t  

more backward th a n  a lm ost any o th e r  p a r t  o f  th e  c o u n try "^ ^ . These s o i l s  

would d e te r  re c la m a tio n  i n  c o n t r a s t  to  th e  'w arm er' s o i l s  which would be 

improved f i r s t .  In  s p i t e  o f th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e p re s s io n  t h a t  fo llow ed  in  

the  wake o f th e  N apoleonic w a rs , re c la m a tio n  c o n tin u ed  though a t  a much 

reduced p a ce . No new e n c lo s u re s  to o k  p la c e  betw een 1821 and 1824; th e  

p e rio d  was one o f c o n s o l id a t io n .

R eclam ation  b ro u g h t b ig  changes to  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  lan d scap e .

The a sp e c t becajue much l e s s  open as hedgerows o f t r e e s  around th e  e n c lo su re s  

and new p la n ta t io n s  grew up . Much o f th e  la n d , now a ra b le ,  en joyed  more 

s h e l te r  th a n  i t  had knovm f o r  c e n tu r ie s .  The scene d e sc r ib e d  by  M arsha ll 

had d isa p p e a re d . W ritin g  i n  1792 (b e fo re  th e  g r e a t  p e rio d  o f rec lam a tio n ) 

he no ted  t h a t  " th e re  i s  n o t ,  g e n e ra l ly  sp eak in g , a p ie c e  o f woodland o r a

coppice i n  th e  whole d i s t r i c t ,  and even p la n ta t io n s  a re  t h in ly  and p a r t i a l l y
II

s c a t te r e d ^ ^ .  There were e x c e p tio n s , l i k e  th e  G reat Wood a t  E d g e fie ld , b u t 

th e  o la n ta t io n s  w hich  developed  v fith  re c la m a tio n  h e lp ed  to  g iv e  th e  n ig h e r 

p a r t s  o f th e  d i s t r i c t  a much more wooded appearancee and gave s h e l t e r  in

^ R ,N . Bacon _ R eport on th e  A g r ic u l tu re  o f  N o rfo lk , p . 21.

M a rsh a ll -  R u ra l Economy o f  N o rfo lk . V ol. I ,  p . 4. 1787.
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the  le e  o f th e  summit. T rees w ere a ls o  p la n te d  on lo n g -e s ta b l is h e d  fam i-

land  o f th e  M oraine, as th e  l i t h e  Maps re c o rd  numerous sm a ll woods.

During tn e  g r e a t  p e r io d  o f re c la m a tio n  th e  v a lu e  of lan d  ro s e ,

which i n  i t s e l f  was an in c e n t iv e  to  f u r t h e r  re c la m a tio n . The number o f

a p p lic a n ts  f o r  v a c a n t te n a n c ie s  was som etim es so g r e a t  t h a t  th e  new te n a n t

was chosen  n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  f o r  h i s  farm ing  c a p a b i l i t i e s  b u t f o r  h is  a b i l i t y

42
to  pay a h ig h  r e n t .  Even so , v e ry  few would pay as h ig h  a  r e n t  f o r  

r e c e n t ly  e n c lo sed  h e a th la n d  as f o r  lo n g - e s ta b l is h e d  farm land .

An ex am in a tio n  o f th e  r e n t a l s  f o r  th e  a re a  i n  1815^^ (F ig . 22) 

c a l l s  f o r  th e  fo llo w in g  o b s e rv a t io n s .

1. In  1815 th e  p a r i s h e s  w ith  la v  average  r e n t s  occu rred  over a vn.de 

a re a , and r e f l e c t e d  th e  e x te n t  o f  h e a th  shown by Faden, f o r  even though 

re c la m a tio n  p r i o r  to  1815 had talven p la c e  th e  im provem ents had n o t been 

s t a b i l i s e d  s u f f i c i e n t l y  to  be r e f l e c t e d  in  r e n t .

2. The lo w est r e n t  i n  1815 was i n  th e  p a r i s h  o f K e llin g , whose 

e x te n s iv e  h e a th  and u n fa v o u ra b le  env ironm ent have a lre a d y  been commented on.

3 . The h ig h e s t  r e n t s  i n  1815 were a r e f l e c t i o n  o f o th e r  g e o g ra p h ica l 

and economic in f lu e n c e s .  The c o a s ta l  p a r is h e s  showed th e  advantage o f 

p ro x im ity  to  th e  se a , e s p e c i a l l y  th e  sm a ll u rb an  c e n tr e s  o f lîundesley ,

Cromer and Sheringham ; th e  Scarraw  Beck a re a  had been  e x te n s iv e ly  farm ed 

fo r  many c e n tu r ie s ;  th e  s o u th - e a s t  a re a  as f a r  as P asto n  was low er and 

south—fa c in g ,  w h i l s t  H o l t , a lth o u g h  c o n ta in in g  much h e a th , had r e n t a l  v a lu e s

4-2
R.N. Bacon -  Op. c i t . ,  1844, p . 39.

^ ^P u b lish ed  i n  th e  Census R e tu rn s  f o r  1821.
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in c reased  by re a so n  of th e  in f lu e n c e  of th e  væekly m arket and th e  Boys'

Public S choo l, v i z .  Gresham ’s S choo l.

From a com parison  o f  th e  r e n t a l s  f o r  1815 (F ig . 22) and 1 8 4 2 ^

(Fig. 23) fo u r  m ain g roups o f  p a r i s h e s  emerge: -

1* G reat in c r e a s e .  The m a jo r i ty  o f c o a s ta l  p a r is h e s  -  th o se  which 

con ta ined  m arket to^m s (Aylsham, N orth  Walsham, H o lt) .

2. More th an  av erag e  in c r e a s e .  From Sou th repps to  Honing, around 

the  Sc arrow  Beck, and to  th e  w est and so u th -w est o f  H o lt.

3 . Some in c r e a s e .  Remaining p a r i s h e s ,  ex cep t th o se  in  No. 4 , shoived 

some in c re a s e  betw een 1815 and 1842.

4. L i t t l e  o r no in c r e a s e .  The summit a re a  -  p a r is h e s  o f K e llin g ,

E ast Becldian, Aylmerton and F e lb r ig g  and in  th e  p a r is h e s  around E d g e fie ld .

The p a r is h e s  wiiich had a t  one tim e  o r  an o th e r  h e a th  v e g e ta t io n  

m ostly  f a l l  in to  th e  t h i r d  and f o u r th  o f th e  above fo u r  g roups, where th e re  

had been l i t t l e  o r a lm ost no in c re a s e  in  th e  v a lu e  of th e  la n d . I t  now 

rem ains to  examine why th o se  p a r i s h e s  i n  th e  fo u r th  group had n o t in c re a s e d  

in  v a lu e  as much as o th e r  p a r is h e s  w ith  rec la im ed  h e a th  which f a l l  in to  

th e  t h i r d  g roup .

The summit a re a  o f  th e  M oraine had alw ays been l a r g e ly  covered  

in  h e a th  u n t i l  th e  decades im m ed ia te ly  p r i o r  to  1842. The s o i l s  were sandy, 

dry and co ld  and th e r e  was l i t t l e  s h e l t e r .  These c o n d it io n s  were found 

a t t h e i r  maximum i n  K e llin g . The amount of h ea th  t h a t  had been rec la im ed  

on th e  summit a re a  was n o t so g r e a t  as i n  some o th e r  p a r t s  o f th e  M oraine, 

and much had been re c la im e d  by th e  p la n t in g  o f t r e e s  — a form of re c la m a tio n

^ T h e se  f ig u r e s  a re  g iv en  i n  R.N. Bacon’ s "R eport on th e  A g ric u ltu re  o f 
N o rfo lk ." 1844.
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y ie ld in g  s lo w er r e tu r n s  th a n  from  a ra b le  la n d . Thus even i n  27 y e a rs  

the v a lu e  o f th e  t im b e r  w ould  n o t be s u f f i c i e n t  to  in c re a s e  g r e a t ly  th e  

r e n ta l  va lue*  K e llin g H eath  had rem ained  a lm ost un touched , hence th e  v e ry  

small r i s e  i n  r e n t a l  v a lu e s .  The E d g e f ie ld  d i s t r i c t  had f o r  long  been  a 

poor one, due m ain ly  to  th e  e x is te n c e  o f a  la r g e  h e a th  d iv id e d  betw een 

fiv e  p a r is h e s  -  E d g e f ie ld , Hem pstead, Plums t e  ad , L i t t l e  Bamingham and 

Mannington. Though r e c la m a tio n  had red u ced  th e  ac reag e  o f th e  h e a th , much 

s t i l l  rem ained , e s p e c i a l l y  i n  P lum stead  and L i t t l e  Bamingham . T his h e a th  

had been one of th e  l a r g e s t  on th e  M oraine, w ith  th e  e x c e p tio n  o f th o se  on 

the suiamit a re a ;  c o n se q u e n tly  th e  la n d  v a lu e s  w ere v e ry  s im i la r .

The com parison  o f  th e  r e n t a l s  b r in g s  o u t c l e a r l y  th e  growing 

d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  i n  th e  p r o s p e r i t y  o f th e  a re a  betvreen th e  b e t t e r  s o i l s ,  th e  

more fa v o u ra b ly  lo c a te d  h e a th la n d s  and th e  more s t e r i l e  h e a th . Thus by 

1842 in c re a s e d  r e n t s  w ere o b ta in e d  from  over 4 ,6 0 0  a c re s  o f la n d  vfhich had

been re c la im e d  s in c e  1794.
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I I Ô-g TO i\
I I worn /o-S"

I f-
\  H0W(NS '

OVER /a - J "

CH ia TO ia-5 AYL5HAM



hfa



VALUE OF RENTS PER ACRE — 1842

L/ANdHAM

BAYFleTB

t  !kjA. . BECKHAM I ) AYLMERTON

BODHAM . WE5T
BÉ-CKHAMÏ, 1

ffRESHAM
iiW

#4LLIN&

NORTH
HEMPSTEAD t  . - Z baRWINÔHAMHARRlN(?TON

METTON { ROO&HTÛN
THORNA&E

p.l. /̂SARNlM&HAff:

8RINT0NOUffTHORPe-

PLUMSTgAO r  MATLASKC

MELTON* f .  .  6RISTON
iSSwANTON fcONSTAiBI-r 

■ • - N^ERS 8AXTHORPE M4NNIN&TON CAWÿORPE
COLBY W  SUFFIELD

ÛÜÉlTWlSHT

[ \ £ l  TO

m »A w , [  1^ 0 -S' To  f  I Pf« m e

I i l - s -  TO £ 3. r e o m e  [  | UKfoeR / o - f

AYLSHAM

BOUNDARY OF MORAINE



49.

GHAPTiilR 4.

R eclajgation v e rsu s  P re se rv a tio n  -  Since 1842.

The pealc p e rio d  o f rec la jn a tio n  on the  Moraine drev7 to  a c lo se  in  

the  m iddle o f the n in e te e n th  cen tu ry . About 4600 ac res  (F ig . 18) of th e  

b e t t e r  he a t  h i  arid had been rec la im ed ; only the  l e s s  f e r t i l e  h ea th s .and common ' 

remained so th a t  subsequent rec lam atio n  was on a sm a lle r  s c a le  and a t  a sloiver 

r a te .  Even as e^irly as th e  T ith e  Survey, en c lo su re s  by Act o f P arliam en t 

were v i r t u a l l y  com plete, though in  some cases  improvement was delayed  by 

lac k  of fen c in g .

Reclam ation of th e  Moraine con tinued  u n t i l  1875 th roughou t a 

p e rio d  of marked a g r i c u l tu r a l  p ro s p e r i ty  wliich was based on se v e ra l f a c to r s ,  

no t a l l  d i r e c t ly  concerned w ith  a g r ic u l tu r e .  F i r s t l y  came th e  changes in  

method of f e r t i l i s a t i o n .  The use o f lo c a l  m arl and c la y  which v/ere bo th  

heavy and bulky  and of low s p e c if ic  v a lu e  (th e reb y  making heavy demands on 

lab o u r and t r a n s p o r t ) ,  was rep laced  by th e  im p o rta tio n  of a r t i f i c i a l  

f e r t i l i s e r s  whose d i s t r ib u t io n  was made e a s ie r  by in c re a se d  road  and r a i l  

f a c i l i t i e s .

Secondly, th e  s te a d i ly  in c re a s in g  urban p o p u la tio n  le d  to  a 

r i s in g  demand fo r  a g r ic u l tu r a l  produce which th e re fo re  commanded h igh 

p r ic e s .  In  s p i te  o f the  avivent o f Free Trade and th e  consequent im porta

t io n  o f g ra in  fro n  th e  ra p id ly  developing  lan d s  o v e rsea s , t h i s  a g r ic u l tu r a l  

p ro s p e r i ty  was u n a ffe c te d  because bo th  th e  Crimean War (1854-1856) and 

th e  F ran co -P ru ss ian  War (1870-1871) le d  to  a d iv e rs io n  of g ra in  from 

B r i ta in  and a m aintenance of h igh  p r ic e s  f o r  home produce. Although 

h o s t i l i t i e s  te rm in a ted  in  1871, th e  im pact o f fo re ig n  compB t i t i o n  was no t
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f u l ly  f e l t  u n t i l  1875 when th e  p re v a ilin g  economic c o n d itio n s  were aggra

v a ted  by a s e r ie s  o f bad h a iire s ts  in  England. The ensuing d e c lin e  in  a g r i

c u ltu re  con tinued  s te a d i ly  u n t i l  h a lte d  by th e  a r t i f i c i a l  economic condi

t io n s  o f th e  F i r s t  World War. Hov’/ever, the  high degree of a g r ic u l tu r a l  

p ro s p e r i ty  p r io r  to  1875 was r e f le c te d  in  th e  Moraine by th e  rec lam atio n  of 

a c o n sid e ra b le  a re a  of hea tliland  wliicli had h i th e r to  been considered  

unp roductive .

The decrease  in  acreage under th e  plough which occurred  in  most 

paid/S o f England as th e  r e s u l t  o f th e  a g r ic u l tu r a l  d ep ress io n  a f t e r  1879 

was l e s s  marked on th e  Moraine where l i g h t  s o i l s  and su b s o ils  predom inate, 

b u t such change-over from a ra b le  to  p a s tu re  as d id  occur yias accompanied 

by a sloiver r a te  in  th e  rec lam atio n  of th e  h ea th lan d . For example, 117 

a c re s  o f Roughton Heath were rec la im ed  between 1869 and 1889 and on ly  26 

ac res  between 1889 and 1907. Newly recla im ed  h ea th lan d  s t i l l  re q u ire d  

plougliing and sovring vfith r o ta t io n  crops as th e se  were an e s s e n t ia l  s tag e  

in  i t s  improvement, b u t f a l l in g  p r o f i t s  made farm ers r e lu c ta n t  to  r i s k  

c a p i ta l  on th e  e x te n s io n  o f t h e i r  farm s.

This g e n e ra l tre n d  from a ra b le  to  g ra s s la n d  was h a lte d  by th e  

F i r s t  Vforld War (1914-1918) b u t was resumed once th e  war was over. In  

t i l l s  p a r t i c u l a r ,  hor/ever, th e  Moraine has d i f f e r e d  from th e  r e s t  of th e  

coun try  in  t h a t  a ra b le  lan d  has rem ained predom inant vd.th p a s tu re  la r g e ly  

confined  to  th e  r i v e r  v a l le y s .  Tliis i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by th e  L.U.S. map 

(1933) w hich, b e s id e s  showing dominant a ra b le  v d th  p a s tu re  in  th e  v a l le y s .
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c le a r ly  m.orks a b e l t  of hea th  and wood along the  summit and n o rth  face  

of th e  tb ra in e  as vrell as in  th e  o th e r  th re e  d i s t r i c t s  a lread y  d is 

tin g u ish e d ^ .

During th e  Second V^orld War (1939-1945) the  Government pursued a

p o lic y  of compulsory cropping and th e  rec lam atio n  of any land  th a t  could

p o s s ib ly  be made to  y ie ld  a crop . In  t h i s  way th e  so u th e rn  p a r t  of

Roughton Heath -  the  f i r s t  la rg e  a re a  of h ea th lan d  rec laim ed  s in ce  1907 -

'was brought under th e  p lough, b u t rem aining he a t  Inlands even a t  t h i s  t im e

of u rg en t n a tio n a l  need were co n sid ered  too  unfavourab le  in  s o i l  a sp ec t

and slope  f o r  any c u l t iv a t io n  w hatsoever. These a reas  w ere, however, used

f o r  m ilita i^ r  t r a in in g .

As to  th e  rec lam atio n  fo r  o th e r  pu rp o ses, a f f o r e s ta t io n  ta k e s

f i r s t  p la c e . At th e  tu rn  of th e  cen tu ry  t r e e s  were p la n te d  on h ea th lan d
2

and subsequent f e l l in g  has been fo llow ed by re p la n tin g  . More heath land  

vfas absorbed by th e  in c re a se d  a c t iv i t y  in  h o u se -b u ild in g  during  th e  same 

p e rio d  and where g o lf  cou rses were c o n s tru c te d  heath  was in c lu d ed  w ith in  

t h e i r  boundaries to  in c re a se  th e  hazards o f th e  game.

In the  follow'd.ng ta b le  i t  iv i l l  be n o tic e d  th a t  th e  acreage a c tu a l ly  

rec la im ed  g r e a t ly  exceeds th e  h ea th lan d  u t i l i s e d  f o r  b u ild in g  and g o lf  

co u rses .

^Acreages from th e  L.U.S. maps have no t been used f o r  com parison pu rposes.
The v n rite r  found th a t  th e  l im i ts  of th e  h ea th  on th e  L.U.S. 1“ map were 
in a c c u ra te ;  p a r t i c u l a r ly  was t h i s  th e  case  v /ith  Rougliton Heath and to  a 
l e s s e r  e x te n t w ith  o th e r  a re a s .

2
P ersona l observation*
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THE RiiDUCTIOU OF ILiiATl-lLAI'lD. 1842 -  1946/8. 

Reclam ation

F igure  24.

A g ricu ltu re  

Woodland 

Land-use Changes

B uild ing  

Golf coiu 'ses

TOTAL

1034 a c res  

390 a c res

78 ac res  

35 ac res

1537 a c re s .

The t o t a l  re d u c tio n  o f h ea t ILL and from 1844-1948 was 1537 a c re s  -  

a mere t l i i rd  of t i ia t  c a r r ie d  out during  th e  p reced ing  h a lf -c e n tu ry  

(1794-1842) (F ig . 1 8 ). The d e t a i l  of t h i s  rec lam a tio n  i s  g iven  below under 

fo u r m ajor reg io n s  of sp a rse  se ttle m e n t a lre ad y  id e n t i f i e d .

1. S m ilT  AND NORTH SLOPE.

in  a c re s  F igure  25HECm,LTTION -  1842-1948^ -

Acreage Reclam ation R ec lan a tio n  B u ild - Heath in  Heath 
o f f o r  fo r  ing  T ithe  in

P a rish e s  a ra b le  wood 1838-42 1946-48

H olt ) 
K elling )

5020 400

Bodham ) 
Weybourne ) 6410 
Sheringham)
E. Beckiiam)

Beeston )
Runton ) 4170 
Aylmerton ) 
Cromer )

F e lb rig g  1440 
S a lthouse  I960 
Roughton 1620

170

60

10

63

30 90 f  125
on p a s tu re

20

270

1500 1030 (include s
110 p a s tu re  in  

t i t h e )

500 400 (23 o f
form er wood)

165 120 ( in 
c lu d es 80 o f 
p a s tu re  in  T ith e )

20 f
350
380

350
110

As f o r  F ig . 18 th e  acreages were ob ta ined  by a comparison of th e  hea th  in  
1838/42  and 1946/ 48 . The lan d -u se  f o r  1948 was ob ta in ed  from A ir M in is try

( c t d . )
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Since the eleven th  century the summit and no rth  slope has been 

noted fo r  i t s  heath , wood and sparse se ttlem en t. The above ta b le  includes 

the  more v a ried  purposes fo r  wliich heathland viras used in  many parishes during 

the l a s t  100 years.

New farmland accounted fo r  724 acres reclaim ed from heath and more 

than h a lf  of th is  vfas in  the p a rish  of Holt and nearly  o n e-th ird  in  

Roughton. Most of the  new fangland in  Holt was to  the  n o rth -ea s t of the
4

p a rish  towards Kelling and in  the  south near Pippins Heath . This reclama

tio n  a t  Holt has l e f t  the remaining heath vdth  an ir re g u la r  boundary defined 

by a s e r ie s  of s tra ig h t  l in e s  a t  r ig h tan g le s  shovdng the piecemeal enclo

sure (Fig. 27). The heath in  the  p a rish  of Roughton had la in  almost un

touched fo r  many c en tu rie s  and was enclosed in  1869^. Qy 1889^, 117 acres 

had been reclaim ed fo r  arable land during th e  pealc of a g r ic u ltu ra l  p ro sp e rity . 

The follov/ing ta b le  i l l u s t r a t e s  the progress of reclam ation .

3 (continued)
photographs (Fig. 26) combined w ith f ie ld  study. The land-use was tra n s 
fe rre d  on to  the 2 .1 /2" maps s im ila r to  those used fo r  the  T ithe Survey. 
The area  of heath in  acres was ca lcu la ted  from these maps.

4
From a comparison of th e  T ithe and L.U.S. Maps.

^Roughton Inclosure -  In the  Local C o llection . Norwich Public L ibrary . 

^ F irs t  e d itio n  of the  Ordnance Survey 6" to  1 m ile map 1888-89.
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R EC LA M A TIO N  OF HEATH IN HOLT 
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RECLAÎAATIOM OF ilÜUGHTON HEATH*̂ . F igu re  28.

Years Acreage o f heath  Amount
rem aining. rec la im ed .

1842-69 380 -

1889 263 117

1907® 237 26

1946-48 110 127

The f i r s t  en c lo su re s  were to  th e  n o rth -w est o f th e  Cromer Road 

(F ig . 29 ), and g ra d u a lly  more heath  was taken  in  on th a t  s id e . I t  was no t 

u n t i l  th e  Second World War t h a t  th e  h ea th  to  th e  sou th  of th e  road  was re 

claim ed. Today heath  i s  s t i l l  i n  e x is te n c e  on th e  o r ig in a l  n o rth e rn  and 

sou thern  f r in g e s .  A permanent reco rd  of th e  form er e x is te n c e  of heath  i s  

found i n  th e  name of a farm  in  th e  enc lo sed  lan d  of 1869-89 c a l le d  ^Heath 

Farm '^ (F ig . 2 9) .

A ffo re s ta t io n  during  t h i s  p e rio d  was c a r r ie d  out bo th  by th e  

S ta te  and by p r iv a te  ov’m ers* The F o re s try  Gcanmission has n o t up to  th e  

p re se n t rec la im ed  any h e a th ; th e  Commission took over v a rio u s  ^ p a rc e ls ' o f 

e x is t in g  woodland amounting in  a l l  to  770 a c res  around H olt in  1927. Since 

th en  t h i s  acreage has been g ra d u a lly  in c re a se d  by th e  a c q u is i t io n  of more

n
F ig u res  c a lc u la te d  from f i r s t  two e d i t io n s  (1889, 1907) O.S. 6" maps and 
A ir M in is try  photographs (1946-48).

a
2nd e d i t io n  O.S. 6“ to  1 m ile  maps. 1907.

^See 2 .1 /2 “ to  1 m ile  map. O.S. (p o st-w ar, no d a te  of p u b l ic a t io n .)
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a reas  of woodland in  which bo th  co n ife ro u s  and deciduous t r e e s  have been

4. .10p la n te d  .

P la n ta t io n s  vfere e s ta b l is h e d  by p r iv a te  ovmers around High 

K elling  on hea tliland  a t  the  end of th e  n in e te e n th  c en tu ry , as w e ll as 

n ear H o lt, thus in c re a s in g  th e  acreage of woodland in  t h i s  d i s t r i c t .  The 

g r e a te s t  acreage p la n te d  (215 ac re s )  was a t  the  e a s te rn  end of the  summit 

near F e lb rig g  (F ig . 3 0 ) , where a t  th e  tu rn  of the  cen tu ry  90 ac res  ivere 

p la n te d  on heath  and 125 a c re s  on p a s tu re  along th e  n o rth e rn  slope o f th e  

Moraine^^.

H eathland has a lso  been a f fe c te d  by the  grovfth of new secondary

se ttle m e n ts . In  one in s ta n c e , i . e .  Bodham, the  new se ttle m e n t developed 

12p r io r  to  1842 . Bodham S tre e t  has groi-m up to  th e  n o rth  of Lovrer Bodham

(F ig . 3 1 ), th e  o ld  v i l l a g e ,  and n ear to  rec la im ed  h ea th lan d  on th e  summit.

I t  has in c re a se d  in  s iz e  s in ce  1842, p robab ly  because i t  i s  s i t e d  on th e  

main road  betvæen Cromer and H o lt. At th e  end of th e  n in e te e n th  c en tu ry  

a s im ila r  se ttle m e n t developed to  th e  w est in  th e  neighbouring  p a r is h  of 

K e llin g . The b u ild in g s  a t  High K elling  (th e  secondary v i l l a g e )  are  m ain ly  

used as a Sanatorium  and C onvalescent Home b u t were b u i l t  on h ea th lan d , 

th u s  e f f e c t in g  a change in  la n d -u se .

The modern ex ten sio n  of housing i n  Cromer and Sheringham has 

occupied sm all p a tch es  of hea th  covering  i s o la te d  h i l l s  between th e  n o rth e rn

^^F acts co n ta in ed  in  l e t t e r s  o f November 1955 from th e  Forestier Commission, 
London.

'"^Local knowledge when p la n te d  -  comparison o f T ithe  map 1838-42 and A ir 
M in is try  Photographs (1946-48) g iv es  acreage .

122" O.S. drawings o f 1816 show beg inn ings o f se ttle m e n t. B r i t .  Mus.
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slope  and th e  se a . To th e  e a s t  o f Cromer th e  Royal Links H otel and asso

c ia te d  b u ild in g s  were b u i l t  about 1905 (F ig . 32B) and a t  She r in g  haza b u ild in g  

p lo ts  f o r  p r iv a te  houses extended on to  hea th  in  th e  sou th -w est of

Sheringham a t  Hooks H i l l  and Eunicers H i l l .  These were covered w ith  heathy

13 14v e g e ta tio n  in  1889 b u t by 1907 ro ad s , houses and b u ild in g  p lo ts  had 

encroached upon th e  h ea th  le a v in g , as F ig . 32k  shows, only  about h a lf  th e  

o r ig in a l  acreage . Since 1907 f u r th e r  b u ild in g  has talcen p lace^^  and now 

only  the  v e ry  blealc summits o f th e se  h i l l s  rem ain covered vri.th t h e i r  o r ig in a l  

v e g e ta tio n . Only a t  Cromer has b u ild in g  development extended as f a r  in la n d  

as th e  n o rth e rn  slope  of th e  M oraine, bu t th e re  th e  slope was l e s s  s teep  

th an  in  some p a r t s .  This e x te n s io n  of th e  Urban D i s t r i c t  o f Cromer was most 

p robab ly  a t  th e  expense of a ra b le  lan d  which had long s in c e  been rec la im ed  

from heath^^ .

The am en ities p rov ided  f o r  th e  v i s i t o r s  to  th e se  c o a s ta l  torms

caused f u r th e r  changes in  th e  use of th e  heathy  a re a s . Golf co u rses were

17 18 c o n s tru c te d  (F ig . 33) a t  Cromer and Sheringham along th e  edge o f th e

c l i f f s  and in c lu d ed  sm all i s o la te d  p a tch es  of h e a th , such as L ighthouse H i l l

^ ^ F ir s t  e d i t io n  of 6" to  1 m ile  maps. 1889.

^"^Second e d i t io n  of 6" to  1 m ile  maps. 1907.

P ersona l o b se rv a tio n  and comparison w ith  1907 6” map.

^ ^ If  rec la im ed , rec lam atio n  was b e fo re  1794 (Faden).

^'^Golf Club s t a r te d  in  1887 and was fo rm ally  opened in  1888 under Royal 
Patronage (see O f f ic ia l  Handbook, p . 7 ) .

18F i r s t  9 h o les  opened in  1891. More lan d  was acq u ired  in  1897. Land p re 
v io u s ly  was open g ra s s la n d  n ear c l i f f s  and enclo sed  g ra s s la n d  f u r th e r  in r  
lan d . I t  in c luded  some sm all p a tc h es  of h ea th .
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a t  Cromer and Skeld ing  H i l l  a t  Sheringham. The a c tu a l  h ea th  v e g e ta t io n

rem ains and i s  an added a t t r a c t i o n  b o th  to  th e  g o l f e r s  and to  th o se  who

walk along th e  c l i f f s .  These p a tch es  a re  being  gradua3.1y d e s tro y ed  by sea

e ro s io n , e s p e c ia l ly  between Cromer ajid O v erstran d , where du ring  th e  l a s t

1920 y e a rs  th e re  have been some bad f a l l s  of c l i f f  edge , f u r th e r  reducing

th e  acreage of h e a th la n d . F u rth e r  to  th e  v/est on th e  summit, p a r t  of

S a lthouse  and K elling  Common (o r  h ea th ) was re q u ire d  in  1903 by a 

20I'Ir. G rundall f o r  th e  c re a t io n  o f a g o l f  course  o f rough ly  300 a c re s .

The a p p lic a t io n  to  th e  C h a rity  Commissioners in  vhiom th e  h ea th  was v e s te d

was re fu se d  and th u s a change in  u t i l i s a t i o n  v;as f u r th e r  postponed and

th e  hea th  o f th e se  Commons s t i l l  rem ains.

O ther tem porary  changes i n  th e  u t i l i s a t i o n  of th e  h e a th s  and

commons took  p la c e  during  th e  Second World War. K elling  Heath and B eeston

21Common were used f o r  t r a in in g  purposes by th e  Army and th e  r e s u l ta n t

d e s t ru c t io n  of th e  n a tu r a l  v e g e ta t io n  has now been o b l i t e r a te d  by re g e n e ra -  

22t io n  , though some t r a in in g  i s  s t i l l  c a r r ie d  o u t. Golf c o u rses  were used

23f o r  sheep g raz in g  , so r e v e r t in g  to  t h e i r  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f h e a th  v e g e ta 

t io n  u t i l i s e d  as g raz in g  la n d .

19P e rso n a l laiowledge.

20L e t te r  o f a p p lic a t io n  and re p ly  seen a t  C h a rity  Commission, London.

21P erso n a l knowledge.

22P erso n a l o b se rv a tio n .

23P erso n a l knowledge.
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H eference to  th e  ta b le  (F ig . 25) shows t h a t  S a lthouse  Heath

has rem ained u n d is tu rb e d . Tliis i s  comionland vd.th an un favou rab le

environm ent s im ila r  to  t h a t  o f I fe ll in g , and s t i l l  aw a its  rec lam a tio n  or

a change in  la n d -u se .

2. THE EDGEI ÎELD DISTiUGT.

REGLAivIATIQN -  1842-1946/8 -  i n  a c re s  F igu re  34.

Acreage R eclam ation R eclam ation B u ild - Heath Heath 
o f f o r  f o r  ing  in  T ith e  in

P ai'ishes a ra b le  wood 1838-42 1946-48

E d g e fie ld  4940 310 30 -  500 160
and ( in c lu d e s  some

D i s t r i c t  rough p a s tu re )

To th e  e a s t  of E d g efie ld  v i l l a g e  th e re  has e x is te d  f o r  many

c e n tu r ie s  an a re a  of he a t  h i  and Tdiich m ust once have extended f o r  a t  l e a s t  

251000 a c re s  in  E d g e fie ld  and a d jo in in g  p a r is h e s .  The re c la m a tio n  of t h i s  

s t a r te d  b e fo re  1794 and con tinued  up to  th e  tim e o f th e  T ith e  Survey.

The re c la m a tio n  co n tin u ed  du ring  th e  l a s t  100 y e a rs  and Y/as

2 dla r g e ly  ach ieved  b e fo re  1889, when 310 a c re s  were tu rn e d  in to  a ra b le  lan d

m ainly i n  l i t t l e  Earning ham vfhere th e  p rim ary  e n c lo su re  o ccu rred  in  th e

f i r s t  h a l f  o f th e  c e n tu ry  in  1821. F u rth e r  re c la m a tio n  of 30 a c re s  was

accom plished by the  p la n tin g  of t r e e s ,  th u s  le a v in g  only 160 a c re s  of th e

27o r ig in a l  h ea th , 70 a c re s  of vrhich i s  rough g raz in g  .

24F ig u res  c a lc u la te d  as f o r  F ig . 18 on p . 38.

^ ^C a lcu la ted  from h ea th  of 1794 (Faden) to g e th e r  w ith  ‘b re c k s ’ lo c a te d  
(p robab ly  p re-F aden) i n  th e  T ith e  Survey.

Acre age o b ta in ed  by a com parison o f  a re a s  on th e  l i t h e  Map (1838-42) and 
f i r s t  e d i t io n  of th e  O.S. 6 ” to  1 m ile  map (1889).

^F rom  a com parison o f 1889 6" map w ith  A ir m n i s t r y  pho tographs 1946-48.
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M ention must be made of a change in  the  landscape o f t h i s
no

d i s t r i c t  caused by th e  f e l l i n g  of th e  G reat Wood a t  E d g efie ld  in  1851 .

Woodland here  had p ro b ab ly  e x is te d  s in ce  Domesday tim es and was i d e n t i f i a b le  

in  the  sev en teen th  c en tu ry  (see  p . 1 6 ). A fte r c le a ra n c e , th e  lan d  was used 

f o r  faimiing excep t f o r  a, narrow s t r i p  o f woodland l e f t  as a s h e l te r  b e l t  

round th e  edge of th e  o ld  wood in  th e  n o rtii and e a s t .

3 . WEST OF frIE GLAVEN F igure  35.

29REOLA-IATION 1842-1948 ^ -  i n  a c r e s .

Acreage R eclam ation R eclam ation B u ild - Heath i n  Heath 
o f f o r  f o r  in g  T ith e  in

P a rish e s  a ra b le  wood 1838-42 1948

Stody and 1940 -  40 -  100 80
Hunworth ( in c lu d e s  some

h e a th  re v e r te d )

B a ilin g  I 63O -  -  25 25

Stock Heath 1220 -  -  -  30 30

Compared w ith  th e  p rev io u s  two d i s t r i c t s  th e re  have been few

changes here  d u ring  th e  l a s t  100 y e a r s ,  as B a llin g  Common and Stock Heath

had bo th  been la r g e ly  rec la im ed  by th e  tim e o f th e  T ith e  Sarvey (see  F ig . 18). 

The sm all ac reag es of h e a th  and rough p a s tu re  which være l e f t  (55 a c re s  

approx. ) have rem ained untouched p r im a r ily  oiving to  t h e i r  topograplxLcal 

s i tu a t io n .

28Census R etu rns f o r  1851 c o n ta in  a  no te  t h a t  th e  p o p u la tio n  of E d g e fie ld  
was in c re a s e d  by men who were f e l l i n g  th e  G reat Wood.

^^See n o te  F ig . 18, p . 38.
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In  Stody and Iîun\Torth changes have occu rred  -  re c la m a tio n  by 

a f f o r e s t a t i o n  and r e v e r s io n  to  h e a th  o f a ra b le  lan d  (F ig , 3 6 ) .  Such re v e r

s io n  i s  unique on th e  M oraine. The few sm all f i e l d s  virere a lm ost su r

rounded by h e a th j th u s  i t  was easy  f o r  th e  h ea th  to  r e - e s t a b l i s h  i t s e l f .

4. THE DISTRICT OF THE UPPER Allih F igu re  37 .

30llECLAIvIATlON 1842-1948^ -  i n  a c re s .

Acreage R éclam ation iteclam ation  B u ild - Heath i n  Heath 
o f f o r  f o r  ing  T ith e  in

P a r ish e s  a ra b le  wood 1833-42 1948

Bacton and 2343 
E ding thorpe

Anting ham 1530

60 and some 210 ( in 
rough p a s tu re  e lu d es

scrub  o f 
Bacton Wood

l i t t l e
p a s tu re

l i t t l e
p a s tu re

R eclam ation i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  has been n e g l ig ib le .  Antingham 

Common was rec la im ed  in  th e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f th e  c e n tu ry  (see  F ig . 1 8 ) , le a v in g  

on ly  a sm all a re a  of rough p a s tu r e .  In  Bacton and E d in g th o rp e , around 

Bacton Wood, th e re  has been f o r  long  an a re a  o f u n p ro d u c tiv e  la n d . The 

T ith e  Schedule sha;æd an a re a  o f wood surrounded  by h e a th , rough p a s tu re  

and p a s tu re .  Much of th e  wood has been c u t dovm d u rin g  th e  l a s t  100 y e a r s ,  

le a v in g  sc ru b lan d  w hich m erges i n d e f i n i t e ly  i n  p la c e s  in to  h e a th  o r

31p a s tu re  . No re c la m a tio n  has o ccu rred .

30

31

See n o te  F ig . 18, p . 33.

P e rso n a l o b se rv a tio n  and A ir M in is try  pho tographs 1946-48.
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The l a s t  c en tu ry  has seen  co m p ara tiv e ly  few changes on th e

M oraine, only  1400 a c re s  having been rec la im ed  compared v fith  4000 a c re s  i n

th e  p reced in g  50 y e a r s .  The most marked change o c cu rred  in  th e  a re a  which

p rev io u s  g e n e ra tio n s  had l e f t  untouched -  th e  n o r th  s lo p e  and summit. Only

about 2500 a c re s  o f heathy  la n d  rem ain , b u t woodland i s  en croach ing  on 

32m arg in a l a re a s  , e s p e c ia l ly  where g ra z in g  i s  sc a n ty . The f u tu re  reclam a

t io n  o f th e se  rem aining a c re s  i s  d o u b tfu l as du ring  th e  l a s t  20 o r 30 

y e a rs  a change in  o u tlo o k  to\'rards th e se  heathy  la n d s  has been dev elo p in g .

CONCLUSION

F or some c e n tu r ie s  th e  la rg e  expanse of h ea th  on th e  Moraine 

had been i^egarded as a drawback to  th e  lo c a l  economy, supp ly ing  a t  th e  

most sc an ty  g ra z in g  and firer/rood. The h e a th s , now regarded  as v a lu a b le  

open sp a ce s , had no s ig n if ic a n c e  as such to  th o se  l iv in g  i n  th e  su rround ing  

v i l l a g e s ,  b u t  were p loughed up and rec la im ed  vfhenever economic c o n d itio n s  

vfould a llow . Recent y e a rs  have b rough t a com plete change o f a t t i t u d e  to  

th e se  a re a s ;  a r a p id ly  expanding u rban  p o p u la tio n , made d a i ly  more m obile 

th rough  th e  u se  of th e  m otor c a r  and coach, seeks f u r t h e r  a f i e ld  f o r  

p h y s ic a l  r e la x a t io n  and enjoym ent o f th e  c o u n try s id e  a t  a tim e  when open 

and a c c e s s ib le  r u r a l  a re a s  a re  so o f te n  d is a p p e a r in g . For th e  f i r s t  tim e 

in  h is to r y  th e s e  h ea tlilan d s  have been f u l l y  a p p re c ia te d  as be ing  o f 

a e s th e t ic  and th e r e f o re  i n d i r e c t l y  of economic w o rth . The c a l l  today  i s  

f o r  p r e s e rv a t io n ,  n o t re c la m a tio n . In  1924 th e  N a tio n a l T ru s t purchased

32As f o r  in s ta n c e  on th e  so u th e rn  p a r t  o f B eeston Common.
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by means o f a p u b lic  s u b s c r ip t io n  c o n tr ib u te d  by r e s id e n ts  o f th e  county  

p a r t  o f th e  summit of th e  Moraine n e a r  West Runton c a l le d  ^Roman Camp %

T his i s  an a re a  o f e x c e p tio n a l n a tu r a l  b eau ty  in c lu d in g  th e  h ig h e s t  spo t 

in  NorfoUc, from wliich th e re  i s  one o f th e  f i n e s t  view s of th e  coun ty . T his 

was th e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f th e  Moraine to  be perm anen tly  p re se rv e d  in  i t s  n a tu r a l  

s t a t e .  Ijuch more r e c e n t ly  (s in c e  1945) lo c a l  o p p o s itio n  has been aroused  

when any a c t io n  i s  th re a te n e d  which w i l l  d e s tro y  th e  b eau ty  o f th e  n o rth  

slope  o r  i t s  ne ighbouring  h ea th s  o r commons. Proposed carav an  s i t e s  and 

the  d e l ib e r a te  bu rn ing  of v e g e ta t io n  have b o th , i n  th e  l a s t  few y e a r s ,  

caused much d is c u s s io n  among th e  in h a b i ta n ts  of th e  c o a s ta l  r e s o r t s ,  many 

of whom fe a re d  th e  d e s t r u c t io n  o f one o f th e  g r e a te s t  a t t r a c t i o n s  o f t l i i s  

c o a s t .  In  a county  where th e  sh o res a re  g e n e ra l ly  low ly in g  and m arshy, 

th e  c l i f f s  and wooded h i l l s  o f  Cromer and Sheringhajn malce th e se  r e s o r t s  

un ique.

For th e  f i r s t  tim e  in  l i i s to ry  th e  h e a tlilan d s  a re  a p p re c ia te d  

as be ing  economic a s s e t s  to  th e  county  and a lthough  a l l  may n o t be p re 

se rv ed  from f u r th e r  r e c la n a t io n ,  i t  seems c e r t a in  t h a t  th e  lo c a l  in h a b i ta n ts  

w i l l  be v i g i l a n t  i n  th e  p re s e rv a t io n  o f  th o se  in  c lo se  p ro x im ity  to  th e  

c o a s ta l  r e s o r t s .
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APPENDIX A.

THE DELII^ITATIQN OF THE CROMER MQRAIIÆ.

The Cromer M oraine comes to  an ab ru p t end a t  th e  c o a s t on i t s  

n o r th  and n o r th - e a s te rn  s id e ,  b u t in la n d  i t s  d e l im ita t io n  i s  obscured  by 

th e  abundant g l a c i a l  d e p o s i ts  o f n o r th e rn  N orfo lk . In  o rd e r  to  de te rm ine  

th e  landw ard boundary o f th e  Moraine i t  has been n e c e ssa ry  to  f in d  out 

where th e  t y p ic a l  Moraine d e p o s i ts  p e te r  ou t over th e  e a r l i e r  g l a c ia l  

cover. T his has been ach ieved  by a s tu d y  o f  th e  Moraine d e p o s i ts  i n  we 11- 

s e c t io n s  and th e s e  f in d in g s ,  to g e th e r  w ith  a d e ta i l e d  s tu d y  of th e  lo c a l  

topograpliy ,liave made i t  p o s s ib le  t o  determ ine th e  landiYard m argin  o f th e  

M oraine, though i t  shou ld  be no ted  t h a t  th e  l in e  o f  dem arca tion  i n  many 

p la c e s  i s  no more d e f i n i t e  th a n  a zone o f t r a n s i t i o n .

A væ 1 1 -s e c t io n  talcen a t  West Beckham alm ost on th e  summit 

(F ig s . 33 and 39) p ro v id e s  th e  m ost com plete gu ide  to  th e  d e p o s i ts  form ing 

th e  M oraine. The w e ll  descends to  th e  l e v e l  o f th e  c h a lk , above w hich 

tlie re  a re  beds o f v a r io u s  c la y s ,  m o ttle d , b lu e  and sandy, wliich a re  o f 

P lio cen e  age. The d e p o s its  above th e  b lu e  c la y  ( in c lu d in g  b r ic k - e a r th )  

a re  c l a s s i f i e d  as e a r ly  o r m id -g la c ia l  and ou tcrop  to  th e  sou th  o f th e  

R iver Bure, where th e y  have g iv en  r i s e  to  e x te n s iv e  h e a th s . They do n o t 

form p a r t  o f th e  su rfa c e  o f th e  lb  r a in e .

Above th e s e  beds l i e  th e  d e p o s i ts  o f th e  Cromer M oraine, 140 f e e t  

i n  th ic k n e s s  and o c cu rrin g  a t  a h ig h e r  l e v e l  th a n  o th e r  g l a c i a l  d e p o s i ts  

i n  N orfo lk . Cromer M orainic d e p o s i ts  c o n s is t  o f beds of g r a v e l ,  f l i n t .
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m arl and bou lder c la y  iv ith  no d e f in i te  sequence and of va ry ing  tr iic k n e ss , 

and t h e i r  d i s t r ib u t io n  may be reg ard ed  as de term in ing  th e  l im i ts  of th e  

Cromer Moraine.

On th e  w estern  side  of th e  Moraine th e  boundary l i e s  to  th e  w est 

of th e  Glaven v a l le y ,  as t h i s  r i v e r  îlovrs  tlirough c h a r a c te r i s t i c  M orainic 

coun try . At M orston, about 6 m ile s  along th e  c o a s t from th e  mouth of th e  

Glaven, cha lk  i s  found a t  th e  su rfa ce  (F ig . 40) and sou th  from th e re  th e  

coun try  develops th e  f e a tu re s  of a chalk  d ip  s lo p e . The l a s t  remnant o f 

M orainic m a te r ia l  i s  found capping a h i l l  between Blakeney and Morston 

and t h i s  has been talcen as th e  beg inn ing  of th e  w este rn  boundary. South 

from Blalveney two l in e s  of s e c t io n s  have been ob ta ined  betw een w hich l i e s  

the  boundary of th e  Moraine. A w e l l- s e c t io n  a t  Bale (F ig . 40) shows 10 

f e e t  o f g ra v e l a t  th e  su rfa c e , and here  th e  Moraine i s  d e f in i t e ly  dying 

o u t. The most d i s t i n c t  to p o g rap h ica l f e a tu r e  i s  th e  sou th  to  n o rth  v a l le y  

o f a t r ib u t a r y  of th e  R iver St i f f  key. To th e  w est o f t l i i s  v a l le y  no w e ll-  

s e c tio n  shovfs M orainic d e p o s its  and th e  v a l le y  has been talcen as th e  boundary 

as f a r  as i t s  head near Melton C onstab le , vdLth Cromer Moraine d e p o s its  cap

ping th e  h i l l s  to  th e  e a s t  o f th e  v a l le y .  Melton C onstable i s  s i tu a te d  on 

the  w atershed  betvfeen th e  R ivers S t i f f  key and Bure and a w e l l- s e c t io n  

(F ig . 40) shows t ru e  Moraine d e p o s its  i n  th e  sandy b a l l a s t  and s to n e s , bu t 

v/ith  more loam th an  u su a l. The brown loam, 40 f e e t  from th e  su r fa c e , can be 

c l a s s i f i e d  as m id -g la c ia l  and th e re fo re  no t o f th e  Cromer Moraine ty p e .

The w atershed  o f th e  r iv e r s  seems to  occur where th e  Cromer Moraine d e p o s its  

have been pushed by ic e  up a g a in s t e a r l i e r  g l a c ia l  d e p o s i ts .  W e ll-sec tio n s  

in d ic a te  a boundary between M elton Constable and T hursford  to  th e  w est
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(F ig . 38) b u t th e re  i s  l i t t l e  ev idence  in  th e  topography  here  to  a s s i s t  

i n  d e l im ita t io n .  Hovrever, th e  sou rces o f th e  R ivers Bure and S t i f fk e y  

approach v e ry  c lo s e ly  j u s t  to  th e  sou th -ivest o f M elton C onstab le  (F ig . 41) 

and th e se  upper c o u rses  have been tak en  as th e  boundary. This le a v e s  bo th  

M elton Park and B lic k lin g  Park ( in  a s im ila r  p o s i t io n  to  th e  e a s t )  o u ts id e  

th e  Moraine a re a .

Running in  a w est to  e a s t  d i r e c t io n  f r a n  M elton C onstable  to  

Ing^Yorth, n ea r Aylsham, i s  th e  v a l le y  o f th e  R iver Bure. This i s  a  marked 

r e l i e f  f e a tu r e  and to  th e  so u th  of i t  ( e s p e c ia l ly  a t  B lic k lin g )  a re  ou t

c rops o f m id -g la c ia l  sands (F ig . 4 2 ). W e ll-s e c tio n s  o b ta in ed  to  th e  n o rth  

of th e  r i v e r  a re  o f l i t t l e  u se , as a t  I tte r in g h a m  th e r e  i s  150 f e e t  o f sand , 

w h ile  a t  W olterton  Park th e re  i s  no re c o rd  o f th e  upper d e p o s i ts  o f a w e ll 

sunl: a t  an e a r l i e r  d a te . The 'blovfing sand ' a t  th e  base  o f  t h i s  w e l l  may 

be M orain ic .

The co u n try  n o r th  of th e  Bure i s  o f a d i f f e r e n t  c h a ra c te r  from 

t h a t  to  th e  so u th , g ra d u a lly  r i s i n g  tow ards th e  summit o f th e  Moraine  and 

becoming more a r t i c u l a t e d .  Thick d e p o s its  o f sand a re  found on th e  

M oraine, as f o r  in s ta n c e  a t  Houghton, where th e  d e p o s i ts  a re  60 f e e t  th ic k ,  

su g g estin g  t h a t  th e  sands a t  I tte r in g h a m  a re  n o t unique and may e a s i l y  be 

outwash d e p o s i ts  from th e  h ig h e r p a r t s  o f th e  M oraine. Thus th e  landtvard 

l im i t  o f  th e  Moraine appears to  be coterm incus vnlth th e  R iver Bure as f a r

e a s t  as Ingw orth .

At IngiTorth th e  R iver Bure tu rn s  sh a rp ly  southw ard and abandons 

th e  w est to  e a s t  d i r e c t io n  which i t  has fo llo w ed  from M elton C onstab le .

The co u n try  to  th e  so u th  o f Ingw orth and Aylsham d i f f e r s  c o n s id e ra b ly  from
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the landscape o f th e  Cromer Moraine i n  being  much f l a t t e r  and l e s s  

u n d u la tin g ;  here  ch a lk  i s  covered  by g l a c i a l  d e p o s i ts ,  b u t o f a much 

e a r l i e r  age. T here fo re  ev idence has been sought to  co n tin u e  th e  w est to  

e a s t  l in e  of th e  upper Bure v a l le y  and to  connect i t  w ith  th e  co u n try  to  

th e  sou th  of B acton, where th e  l im i t  i s  ag a in  to p o g ra p liic a lly  d e fin e d .

V/e 1 1 -se c tio n s  have been o b ta in ed  a t  Banningham and Qxnead (F ig . 43) which show 

th a t  th e  form er i s  on th e  Moraine w h ile  th e  l a t t e r  i s  n o t. Ho^rever, th e se

s e c t io n s  a re  about fo u r  m ile s  a p a r t  and so f u r th e r  ev idence was sought to

narrow  t h i s  vd.de t r a n s i t i o n  zone. As i s  shovm i n  F ig . 44A, th e r e  i s ,  to  

th e  im ned ia te  e a s t  o f Aylsham, a shallow  dry  channel ( f o l i a te d  by th e  r a i l 

way l in e  t o  N orth Walsham) and t l i i s  has been s e le c te d  as th e  most p ro b ab le

so u th e rn  l im i t  o f th e  M oraine; i t  c o n tin u es  as f a r  as th e  v a l l e y  o f th e

stream  which d ra in s  Gunton Park . O bserva tion  i n  th e  f i e l d  su g g e s ts  t h a t  

t l i i s  i s  th e  m ost l i k e l y  l im i t  iv ith in  th e  zone o f fo u r  m ile s  d e fin e d  by  th e  

w e l l - s e c t io n s  (see above).

The boundary co n tin u es  a c ro ss  th e  in te r f lu v e  betw een th e  Gunton 

Park stream  and th e  R iver Ant. I t  bends northw ard so as to  le a v e  N orth 

Walsham toi-m to  th e  so u th  o f th e  M oraine. In  c ro s s in g  t h i s  in te r f lu v e  

th e  boundary fo llo iv s  a v e ry  sha llow  d e p re ss io n  (shoi-m on F ig . 44B by th e  

in s e r t i o n  o f spo t h e ig h ts )  b u t i t  does co n tin u e  th e  g e n e ra l vrest to  e a s t  

t re n d  begun by th e  upper Bure.

The boundary now fo llo w s  th e  w ell-m arked  f e a tu r e  o f th e  R iver Ant 

v a l l e y  w hich , though running  in  a  n o rth -w e s t to  s o u th -e a s t  d i r e c t io n ,  con

t a in s  a m is f i t  stream  in  a b road  v a l le y  com parable w ith  t h a t  o f th e  R iver 

Bure. The v a l le y  i s  fo llow ed  as f a r  as th e  v i l l a g e  o f  Honing, where th e
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r i v e r  flov^rs eastw ard f o r  about two m iles  b efo re  con tin u in g  i t s  more 

so u th e r ly  cou rse . A w e l l- s e c t io n  a t  E ast Ruston (Pig# 45) shows b r ic k -  

e a r th  a t  th e  su rface  and th e re fo re  l i e s  o u ts id e  th e  Cromer M oraine. This 

v i l la g e  i s  to  th e  e a s t  of Honing and th e re fo re  th e  boundary must here  leave  

th e  R iver Ant v a l le y .

J u s t  to  th e  e a s t  o f Honing th e re  i s  a v id e  v a l le y  running n o rth  

to  th e  c o a s t j u s t  to  th e  sou th  of Bacton and c o n ta in in g  a m is f i t  stream  

(F ig . 4 6 ). As t h i s  i s  th e  most marked fe a tu re  between Honing and E ast 

Riiston^ th e  boundary has been dra/m  n o rth -ea s tw ard s  up t h i s  v a l le y  to  th e  

c o a s t .  A w e l l- s e c t io n  a t  Y itto n  in  th e  v a l le y  shows a v e ry  th in  capping 

of r i v e r  and g l a c ia l  g ra v e ls  above th e  P liocene  d e p o s i ts .  A s e c tio n  a t  

Bacton, n ear the  c o a s t ,  in d ic a te s  a t l i in  la y e r  o f g ra v e l as th e  Moraine 

d ie s  o u t.

In  co n c lu sio n , th e  d e l im ita t io n  o f th e  Cromer Moraine has been 

based  p r im a r ily  on the  evidence o f d e p o s its  found in  v re l l - s e c t io n s , b u t 

iv ith in  th e  zone th u s  d e fin ed  th e  topography has been s tu d ie d  in  some d e t a i l  

i n  o rder to  o b ta in  a more a ccu ra te  d e f in i t io n .  By t h i s  means th e  Cromer 

Moraine has been d e lim ite d  in  F ig . 38.

Note ;

In  th e  d e lim ita t io n  of th e  Cromer Moraine re fe re n c e  was made (on 
th e  advice  o f th e  G eolog ical Survey) to  F. Buckingham E sq u ire , one-tim e 
head of th e  lead in g  firm  o f N orfolk  vrater e n g in e e rs . His unique p r a c t i c a l  
knowledge in  co n ju n c tio n  w ith  d e ta i le d  rec o rd s  kep t by h is  f i m  f o r  more 
th a n  100 y e a rs  ensured as accu ra te  a d e lim ita t io n  as p o s s ib le .  The com
p le te d  map showing th e  boundary f i n a l l y  s e le c te d  was subm itted  to  
lir. BuclcLnghara, vfho, a f t e r  suggesting  a few m inor ad ju stm en ts , gave i t  
h is  com plete approval.
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AFPEiM'UIX b.

FLORA OF KFLLII\iG HEATH.

B e ll-h e a th e r

B lackberry , Bramble

Broom

Bugloss

Cliickweed

Common Agrimony

Common Centaury

Common S t. Jo h n 's  Wort

Crossvfort, Mug^vort

Cudweed

Dog Rose

E ng lish  Stonecrop 

Foxglove

Furze, Corse, Whin 

Heath Bedstraw 

'H eath V io le t '

Hoary M ullein

Honeysuckle

Hound' s-tongue

Im perfo ra te  S t. Jo h n 's  Wort

L esser S titch w o rt

Ling, H eather

E ric a  c in e re a  

Rubus f ru t ic o s u s  

C y tisus sco p ariu s  

ly c o p s is  a rv e n s is  

S t e l l a r i a  media 

Agrimonia e u p a to r ia  

Erybhraea Centaurium 

Hypericum perforatum  

Galium c ru c ia ta  

F ilag o  germ anica 

Rosa can ina  

Sedum anglicum 

D ig i ta l i s  purpurea 

Ulex europaeus 

Galium s a x a t i le  

V io la  can ina  

Verbascum pulverulentum  

L onicera periclymenum 

Cynoglossum o f f ic in a le  

BEypericum quadrangulum 

S t e l l a r i a  gram inea 

C alluna v u lg a r is
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Ploughman' s Spikenard

Ragwort

Red Campion

Rosebay Vfillow-herb, Fire-weed

S heep 's S o rre l

Silverw eed

Sm all-flow ered W illow-herb

White Campion

TdThite o r Red Bryony

Wild Stra^vberry

Yellow and b lue Forget-m e-not

In u la  conyza 

Senecio jacobaea  

lyc lin is  d io ic a  

Epilobium an gustifo lium  

Rumex a c e to s e l la  

P o te n t i l i a  a n se rin a  

Epilobium  roseum 

ly ch n is  a lb a  

Bryonia d io ic a  

Frag a r i a  v esca  

Ivîyosotis v e r s ic o lo r

Acaena Sanguisorbae (probably  im ported 
w ith  sh e e p 's  wool. N ative of 
E. A u s tra l ia , New Zealand, e t c . )
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FLORA OF BEESTON COMMON.
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Heath P lant:

B e ll Heather 

B lackberry , Branble 

Bracken

Common Torm entil 

C ross-leaved  Heath, Bog H eather 

Furze, Corse, Whin 

Heath Bedstraw 

Heath V io le t '

Ling, H eather 

Wild Pansy 

Wood Sage

E rica  c in e re a  

Rubus f ru t ic o s u s  

P te r is  a q u il in a  

P o te n t i l l a  e re c ta  

E ric a  t e t r a l i x  

Ulex europaeus 

Galium s a x a t i le  

V io la  can ina  

C alluna v u lg a r is  

V io la  t r i c o lo r  

Teucrium scorodonia

G rassland P la n ts

Bee Orchid

B ird s fo o 'b - tre fo il .  Bacon and Eggs

Black Horehound

Blue Fleabane

Buck ' 8 -hom  P la n ta in

Bulbous b u tte rcu p

C a t' s Ear

Common Agrimony

Common Dandelion

Ophiys a p ife ra  

Lotus c o m ic u la tu s  

B a llo ta  n ig ra  

E rigeron  a c r is  

Plantago coronopus 

Ranunculus bulbosus 

HEypochaeris r a d ie a ta  

Agrimonia e u p a to r ia  

Taraxacum o f f ic in a le
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G rassland P la n ts  (c td )

Common Forget-m e-not

Common Mous e -e a r  ChiclaTOed

Common S to rk s b i l l

Cow p a rsn ip

Creeping C inquefo il

Daisy

Fleabane

Great Burdock

G reat P la n ta in

H airy Hawkbit

H arebe ll

Knotgrass

Lady's Bedstraiv

L esser C elandine, P ilew o rt

L esser Knapvreed, Hardheads

L esser S titch w o rt

Meadovr S ax ifrag e

M ilk- o r Sow -Thistle

M ouse-ear Hawlcweed

Ploughman's Spikenard

Ragwort

Bed C lover

Ribvfort

Rough Hawkbit

L ÿoso tis a rv e n s is  

Cerastium  vulgatum  

Erodium c icu ta riu m  

Heracleum sphondylium 

P o te n t i l l a  re p ta n s  

B e il is  p e ren n is  

In u la  d y se n te r ic a  

Arctium lap p a  

P lantago  m ajor 

leontodon IM rtus 

Campanula ro tu n d if o l ia  

Polygonum a v ic u la re  

Galium verum 

Ranunculus f i c a r i a  

C entaurea n ig ra  

S t e l l a r i a  gram inea 

S a x ifrag a  g ra n u la ta  

Sonchus o le raceu s  

Hieracium  p i lo s e l l a  

In u la  conyza 

Senecio jacobaea  

T rifo lium  p ra te n se  

P lantago la n c e o la ta  

Leontodon h isp id u s
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S e lf -h e a l  

Sheep’s S o rre l 

S i lv e r  B irch 

Silverw eed 

Smooth Haivk ’ s-b eard  

Spear T h is tle  

Spring Sedge

SvTeep's Brush, 'F ie ld  Woodrush 

Y/hite C lover, Dutch Clover 

Wild Cai-rot 

V/ild Thyme 

Yarrow M ilfo il

Yellow and Blue Forget-m e-not 

Yorks l i r e  Fog

G rassland  P la n ts  (c td )

P ru n e lla  v u lg a r is  

Rumex a c e to s e l la  

B etu la  a lb a

P o te n t i l la  a n se rin a  

C repis c a p i l l a r i s  

Carduus la n c e o la tu s  

Carex caryop li^ ilea  

Lusula campes t r i s  

T rifo lium  repens 

Daucus c a ro ta  

Thymus se ipy llum  

A c h illea  la ille fo liu m  

L ^oso tis  v e rs ic o lo r  

Holcus la n a tu s

Fen P la n ts

Alder

Amphibious B isto rb  

B lu n t-f  loi'rered Rush 

Bog Pim pernel 

Brooklime 

Broolcweed 

Buckbean

Common ButtervYort 

Gomiaon Centaury

Alnus g lu tin o s a  

Polygonum amphibium 

Juncus o b tu s if lo ru s  

A n ag allis  t e n e l l a  

V eronica beccabunga 

Sanolus v a le ra n d ! 

Menyanthes t r i f o l i a t a  

P in g u icu la  v u lg a r is  

E rybhraea Centaurium



Cuckoo Flower, Lady’s Sinock 

D e v il’s - b i t  Scabious 

F rag ran t Orchid 

Grass of Parnassus 

G reat H aiiy  Willow-Herb 

G reat H o rs e ta i l

G reat Sallow , Goat Willow 

Heiiip Agrimony 

'J o in te d  Itush’

Kingcup, Ilarsh H arigo ld , May Blobs

Knotgrass

Knotted P earlw ort

L esser B u t te r f ly  Orchid

L esser SpeanTort

Mare’s - t a i l

'M arsh H e lle b o rin e '

Marsh Ragvrort

Marsh T h is tle  
Marsh V a le rian  
Marsh W illow-herb

Meadow B uttercup

'Marrovf B u ck le r-fe rn  '

Pennyrrort, W h ite -ro t
Ragged Robin 
Red B a r ts ia

Reed

S lender Sedge 

S po tted  O rchis

Fen Pla n ts  (c td )

Card amine p ra te n s is

S cabiosa su c c isa

Habenaria conopsea

P a rn ass ia  p a lu s t r i s

Bpilobium hirsu tum

Equisetum te lm a te ia

Sali x cap rea

Eupatorium cannabinum
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Juncus a r t i c u la tu s

C altha  p a lu s t r i s

Polygonum p e r s i c a r i a

Sagina nodosa

H abenaria b i f o l i a

Ranunculus flammula

H ippuris v u lg a r is

E p ip a c tis  p a lu s t r i s

Senecio aq u a ticu s

Carduus p a lu s t r i s  
V a lerian a  d io ic a  
%)ilobium p a lu s tr e

Ranunculus a c r i s

Aspidium spinulosum

% -drocotyle v u lg a r is
ly c lin is  f lo s - c u c u l i  
B a r ts ia  O don tites

Arundo Phragm ites 

Carex L asiocarpa 

O rchis m aculata
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TiTayb lade

V alerian

'W atercress

Water Grovrfoot

'W ater F o rge t-m e-no t'

Water LtLnt 
VOiite Willow

Fen P la n ts  (c td )

Id -stera  ovata

V a le rian a  o f f i c i n a l i s

N asturtium  o f f ic in a le

Ranunculus a q u a t i l i s

% o s o tis  sc o rp io id e s

Mentha a q u a tic a  
S a lix  a lb a  
Orchis l a t i f o l i a

Bog P la n ts

Bog Orchid 

Comiaon C o tton -g rass  

Great SundevT 

Lousevrort

Marsh S t. Jo h n 's  Wort

M aiaxis paludosa  

Eriophorum an g u stifo liu m  

D rosera a n g lica  

P e d ic u la r is  s y lv a t ic a  

Hypericum e lo d es

Woodland P la n ts

Ash

B itte rsw e e t, Woody N ightshade

B lack thorn , Sloe

B lu eb e ll, Wild [ j a c in th

Common Oak, Pendunculate Oalc

Crab Apple

Deiyberry

E lder

Germander Speech-vell

F raxinus e x c e ls io r  

Solanum dulcam ara 

Prunus sp inosa  

S c i l l a  n o n sc r ip ta  

Quercus robur 

Pyrus Malus 

Rubus c a e s iu s  

Sambucus n ig ra  

V eronica chamaedrys
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Ground Ivy 

Hedge Wound-woit 

Herb Robert 

H olly

Honeysuckle

Hop

Iiiidland Havrthom

M oschatel, Ta-m hall Clock

Prim rose

Red-veined Dock

Rosebay W illow -herb, Firevreed

Rowan, Mountain Ash

S ting ing  M ettle

Thyme-leaved Sandwort

iVhite o r Red Bryony

Vfild Campion

‘Wild S traw berry

'W ood-sorrel

Woodland P la n ts  (c td )

Mepeta hederacea 

Stachys s y lv a t ic a  

Geranium robertianum  

H e x  aq u if  olium 

L onicera Periclymenum 

Humulus lu p u lu s  

C rataegus oxyacanthoides 

Adoxa m o sc h a te llin a

Prim ula v u lg a r is  

rtumex nemoro sus 

Epilobium  an g u stifo liu m  

l^ ru s  Aucuparia 

U rbica d io ic a  

A renaria  s e r p y l l i f o l i a  

Bryonia d io ic a  

ly c h n is  d io ic a  

Frag a r i a  vesca  

Q xalis a c e to s e l la
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