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. AksKroicF

i'ly a im  i s  t o  show t h a t  o w i f t 's  r h e t o r i c a l  m ethod in  th e  T a le  i s  

d e te rm in e d  by h i s  a a h e re n c e  to  a  t r a d i t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p h ilo s o p h y  w hich  

h e ld  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  r a a i c a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r ,  o r  lo v e r  

o f  know ledge; and  th e  n o n -p h i lo s o p h e r ,  o r  l o v e r  o f  d e l u s i o n .  In  t h i s  

u l t im a t e ly  r l a t o n i c  v iew , 'n o b le  l i e s '  a r e  th o u g h t  t o  be more u s e f u l  to  

th e  g e n e r a l i t y  o f  m ankind th a n  c e r t a i n  t r u t h s  w hich  weaken th e  f a b r i c  o f  

s o c i e t y .  The p h i lo s o p h e r  m ust worK w ith  i l l u s i o n s  r a t h e r  th a n  a t te m p t in g  

to  d e s t r o y  them ; in  f a c t ,  t o  be o f  an y  u se  t o  th e  s t a t e ,  he m ust v ig o r o u s ly  

m a in ta in  o p in io n s  w hich  he s e c r e t l y  b e l i e v e s  t o  be f a l s e .  I f  he w ish e s  t o  

sp e a k  t o  h i s  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  r e a d e r s  a s  w e l l ,  h i s  t e x t  m ust c o n ta in  a  

se c o n d , c o n c e a le d  l e v e l  w hich can  be u n co v e red  by r e a d e r s  w ith  e n q u i r in g  

m inds, b u t  w hich i s  n o t  a p p a re n t  t o  th e  n o n - p h i lo s o p h ic a l  m a jo r i t y .

1 s u g g e s t  t h a t  th e  f o r c e f u l  d e fe n c e  o f  A n g lic a n ism  in  th e  T a le  

i s  o w i f t 's  p o p u la r  l e v e l ,  and  i s  s e c r e t l y  c o n t r a d i c t e d  by an  a rg u m en t 

a d d re s s e d  t o  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  r e a d e r ,  i n  w hich D w ift a d m its  t h a t  e s t a b l i s h e d  

o p in io n s  -  among w hich we can  num ber n o t  o n ly  A n g lic a n ism  b u t  C h r i s t i a n i t y  

i t s e l f  -  a r e  f a l s e ,  b u t  a s s e r t s  t h a t  i t  would n e v e r t h e l e s s  be f o l l y  t o  

d i s c a r d  them . T'orm and  c o n te n t  a r e  tn u s  p e r f e c t l y  w e ld ed , a s  a w i f t  p r a c t i s e s  

e x a c t ly  w hat he p r e a c h e s .  The T a le ' s  r h e t o r i c a l  m ethod i s  sh ap ed  by a  d u a l  

a im : to  l e a d  on th e  e n q u i r in g  r e a d e r  t o  i t s  d e e p e s t  l e v e l s ,  and  t o  e x c lu d e

' s u p e r f i c i a l '  r e a d e r s  from  a l l  b u t  a  d e fe n c e  o f  h e a l th y  i l l u s i o n s .  The T a le  

en c o u ra g e s  two ty p e s  o f  re s p o n s e  b e c a u se  w hat i s  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  one ty p e  o f  

r e a d e r  i s  n o t  so  t o  th e  o t h e r .  T h is  s tu d y  t r e a t s  e q u a l ly  o f  form  and •. 

c o n te n t  b e c a u se  th e  T a le  b o th  u t i l i z e s  and  i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  p r i n c i p l e s  w hich 

i t  s e c r e t l y  a d v o c a te s .



"borne P e o p le  ta k e  more C are t o  h id e  t h e i r  wisdom th a n  t h e i r  it’o l-ly" 

(S w i f t :  T h o u g h ts  on V a r io u s  S u b j e c t s j .



T ab le  o f  C o n te n ts ,

1 . " A  D ig ress io n  on viadness." 1 .

I .  "A d ig r e s s io n  on viadness." — The Philosophy of  
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2 . p a r a l l e l s  t o  th e " D ig r e s s io n "  i n  S w i f t 's  M ajor w o rk s. 3 9 ,

3 . "A D ig r e s s io n  on m a d n e ss ."  R e n a is s a n c e  and  C l a s s i c a l  .■

A n a lo g u e s . 5 5 .
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6 . A T a le  o f  A T ub . -  S e c t io n s  I I  & I I I .  1 5 7 .

7 . A T a le  o f  A .Tub. -  S e c t io n s  IV A; V. I 6 9 .

8 . A T a le  o f  A T ub . -  S e c t io n s  VI t o  V I I I .  I 8 l i

9 . "A D ig r e s s io n  on i-iadness" and The m e c h a n ic a l o p e r a t io n

o f  th e  S p i r i t . I 9 9 ,

1 0 . C o n c lu s io n . 22 4 .



P r e f a c e .

L ik e  many a n o th e r  young c y n ic ,  th e  f i r s t  t h in g  t h a t  s t r u c k  me :■ 

a b o u t  th e  T a le  was th e  d e s t r u c t i v e  pow er o f  i t s  w i t .  I  was n o t  

i n t e r e s t e d  in  m aking th e  c a r e f u l  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw een  th e  s t r i p p i n g  

away o f  " r e a l  p r e ju d i c e s "  and n i h i l i s t i c ,  i n d i s c r i m in a t e  r i d i c u l e ,  

w hich S w if t  o u t l i n e s  in  th e  "A pology" to  th e  T a l e . î\[hen I  s t a r t e d  

my r e s e a r c h  my p la n  was e i t h e r t o  c o n d u c t a  h ig h ly  t e c h n i c a l  

a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  T a le  *s u se  o f  m e tap h o r, o r  t o  m ount a  s y s te m a t ic  

c r i t i c i s m  o f  a t t e m p ts  t o  show a  h id d e n  u n i ty  b e n e a th  th e  w o rk 's  

a p p a re n t  m u l t i p l i c i t y ,  a l l  o f  w hich  seemed to  me in a d e q u a te .  My 

s c e p t i c a l  e n q u iry  i n t o  th e  T a l e ' s  a r t i s t i c  c o h e re n c e  le d  me to  

exam ine th e  d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  th e  e s o t e r i c  w hich seem ed t o  me th e  one 

common f a c t o r  i n  th e  d i g r e s s i o n s .  T h is  le d  me t o  w onder why 

e s o t e r i c  co m m u n ica tio n  r e c e iv e d  so  much a t t e n t i o n  in  th e  e a r l y  

m odern p e r io d .  When I  r e tu r n e d  to  th e  T a le  a f t e r  a t t e m p t in g  t o  

an sw er t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  I  was h u m i l ia te d  t o  f i n d  t h a t  I  had b een  d 

d e l i b e r a t e l y  e x c lu d e d  from  i t s  d e e p e r  a rg u m e n t, and  t h a t  b o th  my 

a t t r a c t i o n  t o ,  and my m is u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f ,  th e  w ork , had b een  

c a r e f u l l y  c a l c u l a t e d  by  S w if t .

I  w ould l i k e  t o  d e d ic a t e  t h i s  t h e s i s  t o  th e  memory o f  R uth  

A lic e  W hite (n é e  E o d d in g to n ) , and I  would a l s o  l i k e  t o  th a n k  

N ew ell, John  and H a t t i e  f o r  t h e i r  s u p p o r t .



C h a p te r  T. "A D ig r e s s io n  on M adness'*.

I .  " A D ig r e s s io n  on M adness" -  The P h ilo s o p h y  o f  R h e to r i c .

Does A T a le  o f  a  Tub have a  s i n g l e ,  c e n t r a l  te a c h in g ?  I t  

d o es  n o t  a p p e a r  s o .  . i a r t i n ' s  r o l e  in  th e  r e l i g i o u s  a l l e g o r y  i s  so  

u n o b t r u s iv e  t h a t  i t  h a r d ly  sh e d s  l i g h t  on S w ift 's  p o s i t i v e  b e l i e f s .  

In  th e  d i g r e s s i o n s  on l e a r n i n g  th e  p e r s o n a  v e e r s  i n  b e w ild e r in g  

f a s h io n  b e tw een  a  v a r i e t y  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p o s i t io n s .

P ro c la m a tio n s  o f  a  d e s i r e  to  t e a c h  p ro fo u n d  t r u t h s  a l t e r n a t e  w ith  

d e n i a l s  t h a t  h i s  work i s  a n y th in g  b u t  in n o c e n t  d i v e r s i o n , ^  Then 

t h e r e  i s  th e  n o to r io u s  p ro b lem  o f  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  th e  

d i g r e s s i o n s  and  th e  a l l e g o r y .

P a u ls o n , in  th e  m ost th o ro u g h  a t te m p t  t o  f i n d  u n i t y  in  

th e  T a l e ,c la im s  t h a t  g n o s t i c i s m ,  o r  th e  r e b e l l i o n  o f  th e  

i n d i v id u a l  a g a i n s t  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  t r a d i t i o n  and a u t h o r i t y ,  i s  th e  

p r i n c i p l e  t a r g e t  o f  S w i f t 's  a t t a c k  (P a u ls o n ,  Theme and 

S t r u c tu r e  ), However even  i f  you a c c e p t  P a u l s o n 's  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  

on th e  m ain a l l e g o r y ,  h i s  th e o r y  seem s t o  f i t  J a c k 's  r e v o lu t i o n s  

b e t t e r  th a n  d e j r t i n ' s  r e v o l t  a g a in s t  P e t e r ,  w hich  i s  s u r e ly  th e  

a s s e r t i o n  o f  th e  i n d i v id u a l  judgem en t a g a in s t  a u t h o r i t y ,  w hich , 

a l th o u g h  " p r o p e r ly  s u b o rd in a te d  t o  th e  law  o f  th e  w i l l " .

(Theme and S t r u c t u r e , p, 2 2 ? ) ,  f i n d s  i t s e l f  c a l l e d  upon t o  d e c id e  

upon a  com prom ise b e tw een  th e  p u re  and th e  c o r ru p te d  law ; a  ■ 

com prom ise f o r  w h ich  t h e r e  i s  no p re c e d e n t  o r  a u th o r i ty .  Q f th e

^ r a u ls o n .  Theme and.• S t r u c tu r e  in  S w i f t 's ^ T a le  o f  a  Tub" ( I 9 6 0 ),
D. 1 7 3 .



o th e r  e f f o r t s  t o  u n c o v e r  th e  u n d e r ly in g  them e o f  th e  T a l e , many

ta k e  up a  p o s i t i o n  a lm o s t  o p p o s i te  t o  th e  one j u s t  d i s c u s s e d .

W hereas P a u lso n  f i n d s  S w i f t 's  norm s in  t r a d i t i o n a l  o p in io n s  -  w hat

S w if t  c a l l s  th e  'common fo rm s ' -  R osenheim , who c o n c e n t r a t e s  i ' ^

more on th e  d i g r e s s i o n s ,  f i n d s  th e  T a le  u n i f i e d  by  i t s  a t t a c k  on

smug, s u p e r f i c i a l  d e lu s io n  and S w i f t 's  d e te r m in a t io n  to  l a y  b a r e  a

t e r r i b l e  and b a r e ly  a c h ie v e d  t r u t h ^ .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  b e l i e v e

t h a t  P a u lso n  and R osenheim  a r e  r e a d in g  th e  same b o o k , and y e t

t h e i r  v iew s a r e  co m p lem en tary  i n  a  s t r a n g e  way. J u s t  a s  th e  l o g i c

o f  P a u l s o n 's  a rg u m en t makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  him t o  c r i t i c i s e

S a r t o r i a l i s m ,  i n  w hich th e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  re m a in  i n t a c t ,  so

th e  l o g i c  o f  R o se n h e im 's  a rg u m en t c r e a t e s  th e  same d i f f i c u l t y  : .

w ith  r e g a rd  t o  J a c k ,  who e n d a n g e rs  th e  s o c i a l  o r d e r  i n  h i s  s e a r c h

f o r  th e  t r u e  form  o f  th e  c o a t  b e n e a th  P e t e r ' s  o rn a m e n ts .

We m ust th e n  a g re e  w ith  t h a t  e a r l y  c r i t i c  o f  th e  T a le

who d e c la re d ," h o w  d i f f i c u l t  i t  i s  ev e ry w h ere  t o  ju d g e  w hat h i s  
2

v iew s a r e . "  T h is  d i f f i c u l t y  c r e a t e s  a  s e c o n d a ry  p ro b lem  -  i t  i s  

n o t  enough t o  d i s c o v e r  a  m eaning in  th e  T a l e ; one m ust a l s o  

e x p la in  why i t  was couched  in  u n is  o b s c u re  fo rm . I f  S w if t  d e fe n d s  

t h e  common e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  t r a d i t i o n  a g a i n s t  in d iv id u a l i s m ,  why d o es  

th e  common r e a d e r  f i n d  i t  so  d i f f i c u l t ?  I f  th e  a t t a c k  i s  on 

g l i t t e r i n g  b u t  d e f e n s iv e  s u r f a c e s  why i s  th e  T a le  ' s own 

a p p e a ra n c e  so  g l i t t e r i n g  and d e lu s iv e ?

m ost o f  th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  th e  T a le  f a l l  i n t o  one o f  

t h e s e  two o p p o s in g  cam ps. B ro a d ly  s p e a k in g ,  th e y  e i t h e r  s e e  \ ::

R osenheim , S w if t  and th e  S a t i r i s t ' s  A rt  ( I 9 6 3 ) , pp. 2 0 4 -6 .

Le C le rc  {1721 )i i n  ' S w if t ;  The C r i t i c a l  H e r i ta g e  , e d .
W illia m s  (1 9 ? 0 ) ,  p. 6 C.



S w if t  a s  d e fe n d in g  commonly acccepted o p in io n s  o r  a s  f a v o u r in g  th e

i n t r e p i d  p h i lo s o p h e r  who s e e s  th e  d e lu s iv e  n a tu r e  o f  th e s e

o p in io n s .  Thus we f in d  F a u lso n  w o n d erin g  wKsther " . . . t h e  i n s i g h t s

commonly sh a re d  a r e  more p ro fo u n d  th a n  th o s e  lo n e  f l i g h t s  o r  d iv e s ,

when, l i k e  th e  w h a le , you come up w ith  b lo o d s h o t  e y e s  "

(Theme and S t r u c tu r e  , p.2 3 3). Rosenheim , on th e  o th e r  hand, can

c la im  t h a t , f o r  S w if t ,  " th e  u l t im a te  h e r o ic  a c t  i s  an  a c t  o f

d i s c o v e r y ." ^  We can  l i n k  th e s e  two v iew s o f  th e  T a le  t o  th e

im ag ery  o f  a l t e r n a t i n g  s u r f a c e s  and d e p th s ,w h ic h ,  C la rk  h a s  shown,

in fo rm s  th e  w ork . C la rk  a rg u e s  t h a t  th e  two e x tre m e s  a r e  p la y e d

o f f  a g a in s t  each  o th e r  and t h a t  i t  i s  a r b i t r a r y  t o  i s o l a t e  e i t h e r  
2

o n e . I  would a rg u e  t h a t  th e  T a l e *s a b i l i t y  t o  s u p p o r t  

c o n t r a d i c t o r y  r e a d in g s  p o in t s  u s t o  a  p ro b le m ,w h ic h  c o n c e rn s  th e  

r e s p e c t i v e  m e r i t s  o f  w hat one co u ld  v e ry  b ro a d ly  d e s c r i b e  a s  

p h ilo s o p h y  and common o p in io n .  The moment in  th e  T a le  when t h a t  

p ro b lem  i s  r e v e a le d  m ost c l e a r l y ,  and when th e  m ost g e n e r a l  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  i s  a t t a c h e d  to  th e  's u r f a c e '  and th e  'd e p t h s '  i s  th e  

fam ous, c e n t r a l  c ru x  in  th e  D ig re s s io n  on M adness;

H aving t h e r e f o r e  so  n a r ro w ly  p a s t  t h r o '  t h i s  i n t r i c a t e  
D i f f i c u l t y ,  th e  R ead e r w i l l ,  I  am s u r e ,  a g re e  w ith  me in  
th e  C o n c lu s io n ; t h a t  i f  th e  M odem s mean by  M adness, o n ly  
a  D is tu rb a n c e  o r  T r a n s p o s i t io n  o f  th e  B ra in ,  by F o rce  o f  
c e r t a i n  V apours i s s u in g  up from  th e  lo w e r  F a c u l t i e s ;  Then 
h a s  t h i s  M adness b een  th e  P a r e n t  o f  a l l  th o s e  m ig h ty  
R e v o lu t io n s ,  t h a t  have happened  in  E m p ire , i n  P h i lo s o p h y , 
a-ud in  R e l ig io n . F o r ,  th e  B ra in ,  i n  i t s  n a t u r a l  p o s i t i o n

1

2

R osenheim , . S w ift a n d . th e  S a t i r i s t ' s  A rt , p . 2 0 ? .
F in k u s , "The U pside Down World o f  S w i f t 's  A T a le  o f  a  Tub" 
(1963), i s  a n o th e r  who f i n d s  th e  T a le  to  be u n i f i e d  by i t s  
a t ta c k ,  on form  w ith o u t  i n n e r  c o n te n t .

C la rk ,  Form and F ren zy  in  S w if t 's " A  T a le  o f  a  Tub" ( I 9 7 0 ),
pp.62-8.



and S ta t e  o f  S e r e n i ty ,  d i s p o s e th  i t s  Owner t o  p a s s  h i s  
L i f e  in  th e  common Form s, w ith o u t  any  th o u g h t  o f  su b d u in g  
m u l t i tu d e s  to  h i s  own P ow er, h i s  R eason o r  h i s  V is io n s ; 
and th e  more he s h a p e s  h i s  U n d e rs ta n d in g  by th e  P a t t e r n  
o f  Human L e a rn in g ,  th e  l e s s  he i s  i n c l i n e d  t o  form  ' ■ . 
P a r t i e s  a f t e r  h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  N o tio n s ;  b e c a u s e  t h a t  
i n s t r u c t s  him in  h i s  p r i v a t e  I n f i r m i t i e s ,  a s  w e ll  a s  in  
th e s tu b b o rn  Ig n o ra n c e  o f  th e  P e o p le .  B ut when a  M an 's 
Fancy g e t s  a s t r i d e  on h i s  R eason , when Im a g in a tio n  i s  a t  
C u ffs  w ith  th e  S e n s e s , and common U n d e rs ta n d in g , a s  w e ll  
a s  common S en se , i s  K ic k t o u t o f  D o o rs; th e  f i r s t  
P r o s e ly te  he m akes, i s  H im s e lf ,  and when t h a t  i s  once 
c o m p a s s 'd ,  th e  D i f f i c u l t y  i s  n o t  so  g r e a t  in  b r in g in g  
o v e r  o t h e r s ;  A s t r o n g  D e lu s io n  a lw a y s  o p e r a t in g  from  
w i th o u t , a s  v ig o r o u s ly  a s  from  w i t h i n . F o r , C an t and 
V is io n  a r e  t o  th e  E a r and th e  E ye, th e  same t h a t  T ic k l in g  
i s  t o  th e  T ouch. T hose E n te r ta in m e n ts  and P le a s u r e s  we 
m ost v a lu e  in  L i f e , a r e  su ch  a s  Dupe and p la y  th e  Wag ■. . • 
w ith  th e  S e n s e s . F o r , i f  we ta k e  an E x am in a tio n  o f  w hat 
i s  g e n e r a l l y  u n d e r s to o d  by H a p p in e s s ; a s  i t  h a s  R e s p e c t, 
e i t h e r  t o  th e  U n d e rs ta n d in g  o r  th e  S e n s e s , we s h a l l  f in d  
a l l  i t s  P r o p e r t i e s  and A d ju n c ts  w i l l  h e rd  u n d e r  t h i s  
s h o r t  D e f i n i t i o n :  T h a t ,  i t  i s  a  p e r p e tu a l  P o s s e s s io n  o f
b e in g  w e ll  D e c e iv e d . And f i r s t ,  w ith  R e la t io n  to  th e  
Mind o r  U n d e rs ta n d in g ; ' t i s  m a n i f e s t ,  w hat m ig h ty  
A d v an tag es  F i c t i o n  h a s  o v e r  T ru th ;  and t h e  R eason i s  j u s t  
a t  o u r Elbow; b e c a u s e  Im a g in a tio n  can  b u i l d  n o b le r  S cenes 
and  p ro d u c e  more w o n d e rfu l R e v o lu t io n s  th a n  F o r tu n e  o r  
N a tu re  w i l l  be  a t  Expence t o  f u r n i s h .  Nor i s  M ankind so  
much t o  b lam e in  h i s  C h o ic e , th u s  d e te r m in in g  him , i f  we 
c o n s id e r  t h a t  th e  D eb a te  m ee r ly  l i e s  b e tw een  T h in g s  p a s t , 
and T h in g s  c o n c e iv e d ; and so  th e  Q u e s tio n  i s  o n ly  t h i s ;  

W hether t h i n g s  t h a t  have P la c e  i n  t h e  Im a g in a t io n , may n o t  
a s  p r o p e r ly  b e  s a id  t o  E x i s t , a s  th o s e  t h a t  a r e  s e a te d  in  
th e  Memory; w hich  may be j u s t l y  h e ld  i n  th e  A f f i r m a t iv e ,  
and v e ry  much t o  th e  A dvan tage o f  th e  fo rm e r , s in c e  T h is  
i s  acknow ledged  t o  b e  th e  Womb o f  t h i n g s ,  and  th e  o th e r  
a llo w e d  t o  b e  no more th a n  th e  G ra v e . A g a in , i f  we ta k e  
t h i s  D e f i n i t i o n  o f  H a p p in e s s , and exam ine i t  w ith  r
R e fe re n c e  t o  th e  S e n s e s , i t  w i l l  b e  acknow ledged  w onder
f u l l y  a d a p t .  How fa d e  and i n s i p i d  do a l l  O b je c ts  a c c o s t  
u s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  c o n v e y 'd  i n  th e  v e h ic l e  o f  D e lu s io n ? How 
sh ru n k  i s  e v e ry  T h in g , a s  i t  a p p e a r s  i n  th e  G la s s  o f  
N a tu re ?  So, t h a t  i f  i t  w ere n o t  f o r  t h e  A s s is ta n c e  o f  
A r t i f i c i a l  M ediums, f a l s e  l i g h t s ,  r e f r a c t e d  A n g les , 
V a rn ish  and T in s e l ;  t h e r e  w ould b e  a  m ig h ty  L ev e l i n  th e  
F e l i c i t y  and E n jo y m en ts  o f  M o rta l Men. I f  t h i s  w ere 
s e r i o u s l y  c o n s id e r e d  by  th e  w o rld , a s  I  have a  c e r t a i n  
R eason t o  s u s p e c t  i t  h a r d ly  w i l l ;  Men w ould no lo n g e r  
re c k o n  among t h e i r  h ig h  P o in t s  o f  Wisdom, th e  A rt o f  
e x p o s in g  weak S id e s ,  and  p u b l i s h in g  I n f i r m i t i e s ;  an  
Employment i n  my o p in io n ,  n e i t h e r  b e t t e r  n o r  w orse th a n  
t h a t  o f  U nm asking, w hich I  t h i n k ,  h a s  n e v e r  b een  a llo w e d  
f a i r  u s a g e ,  e i t h e r  in  th e  W orld o r  th e  P la y -H o u s e .

I n  th e  P r o p o r t io n  t h a t  C r e d u l i ty  i s  a  more p e a c e f u l  
P o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  M ind, th a n  C u r i o s i ty ,  so  f a r  p r e f e r a b l e  
i s  t h a t  Wisdom, w hich c o n v e rs e s  a b o u t th e  S u r fa c e ,  t o  
t h a t  p re te n d e d  P h ilo s o p h y  w hich e n t e r s  i n t o  th e  D ep th  o f  
T h in g s , and th e n  comes g r a v e ly  b a c k  w ith  In f o rm a t io n s  and



D is c o v e r ie s ,  t h a t  i n  th e  i n s i d e  th e y  a r e  good f o r  
n o th in g .  The two S e n s e s , t o  w h ich  a l l  O b je c ts  f i r s t  
a d d r e s s  th e m s e lv e s ,  a r e  th e  S ig h t  and  th e  T ouch; T hese 
n e v e r  exam ine f a r t h e r  th a n  th e  C o lo u r , th e  S hape, th e  
S iz e ,  and  w h a te v e r  o th e r  Q u a l i t i e s  d w e l l ,  o r  a r e  draw n by 
A rt upon th e  Outward o f  B o d ie s ;  and  th e n  comes R eason 
o f f i c i o u s l y ,  w i th  T o o ls  f o r  c u t t i n g ,  and  o p e n in g , and  
m a n g lin g , and p i e r c i n g ,  o f f e r i n g  t o  d e m o n s t r a te ,  t h a t  
th e y  a r e  n o t  o f  th e  same c o n s i s t e n c e  q u i t e  t h r o ' .  Now,
I  t a k e  a l l  t h i s  t o  be th e  l a s t  D egree  o f  P e r v e r t in g  
N a tu re  ; one o f  whose E te r n a l  Laws i t  i s ,  t o  p u t
h e r  b e s t  F u r n i tu r e  fo rw a rd .  And t h e r e f o r e ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  
sa v e  th e  C h arg es o f  a l l  su ch  e x p e n s iv e  Anatomy f o r  th e  
Time t o  come; I  do h e r e  t h i n k  f i t  t o  in fo rm  th e  R ead e r, 
t h a t  i n  su ch  C o n c lu s io n s  a s  t h e s e .  R eason i s  c e r t a i n l y  i n  
th e  R ig h t;  and  t h a t  i n  m ost C o rp o re a l  B e in g s , w h ich  have 
f a l l e n  u n d e r  my C o g n izan c e , th e  O u ts id e  h a th  b een  
i n f i n i t e l y  p r e f e r a b l e  t o  t h e  I n .  W hereof I  have  b een  
f a r t h e r  c o n v in ce d  from  some l a t e  e x p e r im e n ts .  L a s t  Week 
I  saw a  Woman f l a y ' d , and  you  w i l l  h a r d ly  b e l i e v e  how 
much i t  a l t e r e d  h e r  P e rso n  f o r  t h e  w o rse . Y e s te rd a y  I  
o rd e re d  th e  C a rc a s s  o f  a  Beau t o  b e  s t r i p t  i n  my 
P re s e n c e ;  when we w ere a l l  am azed t o  f i n d  so  many 
u n s u s p e c te d  F a u l t s  u n d e r  one S u i t  o f  C lo a th s :  Then I
l a i d  open h i s  B r a in , h i s  H e a r t , and h i s  S p le e n ; b u t ,  I  
p l a i n l y  p e r c e iv e d  a t  e v e ry  O p e ra t io n ,  t h a t  th e  f a r t h e r  we 
p ro c e e d e d , we found  th e  D e fe c ts  e n c r e a s e  upon u s  i n  
Number and  B u lk : from  a l l  w h ich , I  j u s t l y  form ed t h i s
C o n c lu s io n  to  my s e l f ;  T h a t w h a te v e r  P h i lo s o p h e r  o r  
P r o j e c t o r  can  f i n d  o u t an  A r t  t o  s o d d e r  and  p a tc h  up th e  
F law s and Im p e r f e c t io n s  o f  N a tu re ,  w i l l  d e s e rv e  much 
b e t t e r  o f  M ankind, and  te a c h  u s  a  more u s e f u l  S c ie n c e ,  
th a n  t h a t  so  much i n  p r e s e n t  E steem , o f  w id en in g  and 
ex p o s in g  them  ( l i k e  him who h e ld  Anatomy t o  b e  th e  u l t i 
m ate End o f  P h y s ic k j  And h e , whose F o r tu n e s  and  D isp o s 
i t i o n s  have p la c e d  him i n  a  c o n v e n ie n t  S t a t i o n  t o  e n jo y  
th e  F r u i t s  o f  t h i s  n o b le  A r t ;  He t h a t  c a n  w ith  E p ic u ru s  
c o n te n t  h i s  Id e a s  w ith  th e  F ilm s  and Im ages t h a t  f l y  o f f  
upon h i s  S en ses  from  th e  S u p e r f i c i e s  o f  T h in g s ;  Such a  
Man t r u l y  w is e , c ream s o f f  N a tu re ,  l e a v in g  th e  Sower and 
th e  D re g s , f o r  P h ilo s o p h y  and R eason  t o  l a p  u p . T h is  i s  
th e  su b lim e  and  r e f i n e d  P o in t  o f  F e l i c i t y ,  c a l l e d ,  th e  
P o s s e s s io n  o f  b e in g  w e ll  d e c e iv e d ; The S e ren e  P e a c e fu l  
S ta t e  o f  b e in g  a  F o o l among K naves.

( k T a le  o f  a  Tub (1 7 0 4 ) , p p . 1 7 0 -4 )

The f i r s t  t h in g  t h a t  s t r i k e s  u s  a b o u t  th e s e  p a r a g ra p h s  i s  

t h e i r  ex trem e  g e n e r a l i t y .  I t  i s  th e  v a lu e  o f  know ledge i t s e l f  t h a t  

i s  u n d e r  d i s c u s s io n  and i t  seem s u n im p o r ta n t  t o  w onder U ie th er th e  

e x p e r im e n ts  o f  th e  R oyal S o c ie ty  o r  th e  P r o t e s t a n t  r e d is c o v e r y  o f  

th e  o r i g i n a l  C h r i s t i a n  r e v e l a t i o n  a r e  th e  p r im a ry  s u b j e c t .  T h is



sh o u ld  e n c o u ra g e  u s  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  s p e c i f i c  s a t i r e s  i n  th e  

T a le  a l l  p o in t  t o  some su ch  t h e o r e t i c a l  f o r m u la t io n  a s  h a p p in e s s  i s  

" a  p e r p e tu a l  P o s s e s s io n  o f  b e in g  w e ll  D e c e iv e d ” ; o r  h a p p in e s s  

b a se d  on i l l u s i o n  i s  w o r t h l e s s ; o r  some c o m b in a tio n  o f  th e  tw o 

v iew s su ch  a s  know ledge i s  o n ly  t o  b e  v a lu e d  i n s o f a r  a s  i t  l e a d s  

t o  h a p p in e s s  . I f  th e  d i g r e s s i o n  d o e s  n o t  g iv e  u s  t h e  " b a s i s  o f  

c o n v ic t io n "  from  w hich  S w i f t 's  s a t i r e  s tem s  i n  q u i t e  th e  s t r a i g h t 

fo rw a rd  way t h a t  R osenheim  a rg u e s  (R o sen h e im , S w if t  and th e  

S a t i r i s t ' s  A rt , p . l g l ) ,  i t  s u r e ly  im p l ie s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  su ch  a  

b a s i s .

L e a v is  a rg u e s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  d o u b le  b e t r a y a l  o f  th e  

r e a d e r  i n  th e s e  p a r a g ra p h s ^ .  In  th e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  

p a ra g ra p h  one f i n d s  S w i f t 's  norm in  t h e  'common fo rm s ',  j u s t  a s  

P a u lso n  d o e s ,  and h i s  s a t i r i c a l  t a r g e t  seem s t o  b e  'e n th u s ia s m * , 

see n  a s  an  i n s t a n c e  o f  m an 's  g e n e r a l  te n d e n c y  t o  d e lu d e  h im s e l f .

The f i r s t  r e v e r s a l  o c c u rs  when S w if t  b e g in s  t o  a rg u e  f o r  th e  

" m ig h ty  A d v an tag es  F i c t i o n  h a s  o v e r  T r u th ' ' .  The lo v e  o f  d e lu s io n  

i s  a d m it te d  t o  be  so  g e n e r a l  t h a t  i t  m ust no lo n g e r  b e  s e e n  a s  a  

f a u l t  b u t  r a t h e r  a n  i n e v i t a b l e  p a r t  o f  th e  human c o n d i t i o n ,  w hich 

i t  w ould b e  f o o l i s h  t o  d i s t u r b ,  s in c e  th e  t r u t h  w ould b e  m ere ly  

p a i n f u l  and  d i s r u p t i v e .  As i n  s e v e r a l  o f  S w i f t 's  w orks we a r e  

b e w ild e re d  t o  s e e  s a t i r e  t u r n  t o  m o ra l p h i lo s o p h y .  S te e l e  p h ra s e s  

i t  t h u s :  " B u t S w if t  f i n d s  so  many, and  su ch  a p p a r e n t ly  e.

i n e r a d i c a b l e ,  i n s t a n c e s  o f  w icked  and  a b s u rd  b e h a v io u r  t h a t  th e  

w o rld  lo o k s  t o  be  a  f o o l s  w o rld  aw fond: T h is  m eans t h a t  a  man

i s  a  f o o l ,  by  th e  w o r ld 's  e s t im a t io n ,  n o t  t o  come t o  te rm s  w ith
2

i t . "  G u l l i v e r 's  f i n a l  r e t u r n  t o  E ngland  i s  a  fam ous p a r a l l e l ,  and

^ L e a v is ,  "The I ro n y  o f  S w if t"  ( l9 3 4 ) e d .  T uveson . •

2 1
S te e l e ,  J o n a th a n  S w if t :  P re a c h e r  and  J e s t e r  ( l9 7 8 ) p .5 9 i  see
a l s o  T r a u g o t t ,  " S w i f t ' s  A lle g o ry  : The Yahoo and th e  Man o f  Mode"
( 1 9 6 3 - 4 ) , p . 1 3 .



9

^0  c o u ld  m en tio n  a l s o  some o f  S w i f t 's  poems, w here n o rm al l i f e  i s  

se e n  t o  depend  on i l l u s i o n ^ ;  o r  th e  A rgum ent a g a i n s t  A b o lis h in g  

C hri s t i a n i t y  ' ( l ? 0 8 ) ,  w here ' r e a l ' C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  o s t e n s i b l y  

S w i f t 's  norm , i s  su d d e n ly  i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  a n  im p o s s ib le  i d e a l ;

I  hope no R ead e r im a g in e s  me so  weak t o  s ta n d  up i n  th e  
d e fe n c e  o f  r e a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y ;  su ch  a s  u sed  in  p r i m i t i v e  
Tim es ( i f  we may b e l i e v e  th e  A u th o rs  o f  th o s e  A ges) t o  
have an  In f lu e n c e  upon Mens B e l i e f  an d  A c t io n s :  To o f f e r
a t  th e  R e s to r in g  o f  t h a t ,  w ould in d e e d  b e  a  w ild  P r o j e c t ;  
i t  w ould b e  t o  d ig  up F o u n d a tio n s ;  t o  d e s t r o y  a t  one Blow 
a l l  th e  W it, and h a l f  th e  L e a rn in g  o f  th e  Kingdom; t o  
B reak  th e  e n t i r e  Frame and  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  T h in g s  ; t o  
r u i n  T ra d e , e x t in g u i s h  A r ts  and  S c ie n c e s  w ith  th e  
P r o f e s s o r s  o f  them ; i n  s h o r t ,  t o  t u r n  o u r  C o u r ts ,  
E xchanges and  Shops i n t o  D e s a r t s :  And w ould b e  f u l l
a s  a b s u rd  a s  th e  p ro p o s a l  o f  H o ra c e , w here he a d v i s e s  th e  
Romans, a l l  i n  a  b o d y , t o  le a v e  t h e i r  C i ty ,  and  se e k  a  
new s e a t  i n  some rem o te  P a r t  o f  th e  W orld, by  way o f  C ure 
f o r  th e  C o r ru p t io n  o f  t h e i r  m an n e rs , ( W orks, I I ,  2 7 -8 )

The r e a d e r ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  L e a v is ,  i s  c o n f irm e d  i n  h i s  h o s t i l i t y  

to w a rd s  th e  'u n m a s k e r ' th ro u g h o u t  th e  seco n d  p a ra g ra p h  u n t i l  th e  

'c r e d u l o u s ' man i s  shown t o  b e  a  'F o o l  among K n a v e s ',  At t h i s  

m om ent,'L eavis a rg u e s , s a t i r e  t u r n s  t o  n e g a t i v i t y  -  t h e r e  i s  

l i t e r a l l y  n o th in g  l e f t .  L e a v is  c o n c lu d e s  t h a t  S w if t  had a  

p a t h o l o g i c a l  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  s u r f a c e s  w hich  l e d  him  t o  s u p p o r t  

n o th in g  more th a n  th e  " s h a l lo w e s t  c o m p la c e n c ie s  o f  A ugustan  

common s e n s e " .  S e v e ra l  co n te m p o ra ry  c r i t i c s  a g r e e  b ro a d ly  w ith  

L e a v is ,  f i n d in g  th e  e n e rg y  o f  t h e ‘‘D ig re s s io n "  g e n e ra te d  o u t o f  an  

in w ard  p a n ic  and e m p tin e s s .  S w if t  i s  s e e n  a s  " the  T M a tr e  o f  a  

b a t t l e ,  th<= r e g i s t e r  o f  f u r i o u s l y  c o n f l i c t i n g  tension»** Beyond h i s  

pow er to  c o n t r o l .

L e a v is  d e s c r i b e s  w e ll  th e  p ro b lem s s e t  by  th e  * D ig re ss io n “:

th e  'common f o r m s ',  th e  v a n ta g e  p o in t  from  w hich d e lu s io n  i s

^ Rawson, "The N ig h tm are s  o f  S trep h o n "  ( 1 9 7 7 \  p p .6 8 - 9 .

^  T ra u g o t t ,  "A T a le  o f  A Tub" ( l 9 7 1 ; p . l l l - 2 ;  Adams, o t r a i n s  o f
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a t t a c k e d ,  a r e  th e m s e lv e s  shown t o  b e  a  n e c e s s a r y  p a r t  o f  th e  human 

c o n d i t i o n .  H is r e a d in g  e f f e c t i v e l y  r e f u t e s  t h o s e ,  l i k e  R osenheim , 

who f in d  a  s im p le  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  d e p th s  i n  t h e s e  paragraphs."*" Such 

a  s i m p l i c i t y  seem s t o  be  g a in e d  by  fu d g in g  th e  i s s u e s :  Q u in ta n a ,

f o r  i n s t a n c e ,c l a i m s  t h a t ,  " i t  would be  f a t a l  t o  b e  m is le d  by  th e  

i r o n y  o f  t h i s  p a s s a g e  t o  a  c o n c lu s io n  d i r e c t l y  o p p o s i te  t o  S w i f t 's  

m ean in g . As an  a n t i - i n t e l l e c t u a l i s t  he t a u g h t ,  i t  i s  t r u e ,  t h a t  we 

sh o u ld  r e s t r a i n  e v e ry  im p u lse  t o  in d u lg e  i n  s p e c u la t io n  o u t s id e  th e  

b ou n d s o f  common s e n s e .  B u t th e  s e a r c h  f o r  m o ra l t r u t h  b e n e a th  th e  

c o n c e a lm e n ts  o f  f a l s e  a p p e a ra n c e s  n o t  o n ly  d id  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e

2i n t e l l e c t u a l  a b e r r a t i o n  b u t  was th e  p rim e f u n c t io n  o f  r e a s o n ."

I t  seem s s t r a n g e  t o  t a l k  o f  a  'common s e n s e ' w hich  d e f in e s  

h a p p in e s s  c o m p le te ly  d i f f e r e n t l y  from  th e  way i t  i s  " g e n e r a l l y  

u n d e rs to o d "  o r  d o e s  n o t  c o n s id e r  h a p p in e s s  im p o r ta n t  a t  a l l .  T h is  

i s  n o t  t o  d eny  t h a t  t h e  a n a to m is t  i s  l i k e  th e  s a t i r i s t  - a  t r i e d  and 

t e s t e d  a n a lo g y 3 - ,  o r  t h a t  we s e n s e  S w i f t 's  own m o ra l r e a l i s m  i n  th e  

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s t r i p p e d  B eau , b u t  s im p ly  t o  p o in t  o u t  t h a t  h e re  

i t  i s  p r e c i s e l y  a  m o ra l r e a l i s m  su ch  a s  S w i f t 's  t h a t  c a n  o n ly  be  

re a c h e d  by  an  a c t  o f  s p e c u la t io n  w h ich  i s  o u t s id e  common s e n s e .

S w if t ,  i n  h i s  own te rm s ,  c a n n o t b e  b o th  a  m o ra l p h i lo s o p h e r  and  an  

a n t i - i n t e l l e c t u a l i s t ,  and t o  th e  e x t e n t  t h a t  he c r i t i c i z e s  

i n t e l l e c t u a l i s m  he i s  r e p e l l e d  a l s o  by  a  fu n d a m e n ta l com ponent o f

D isc o rd  ( 1 9 5 8 ) ,p . 159 ; Rawson, G u l l i v e r  and  th e  G e n tle  
H eadey • ( 1 9 7 3 ) fP P .3 8 -4 2 ; D yson, " S w i f t :  The M etam orphosis  o f  
I r o n y "  ( l 9 5 8 ) ,p .8 0 .

E l l i o t ,  " S w i f t ’ s T a le  o f  a  Tub : An E ssay  i n  P ro b lem s o f  
S t r u c tu r e "  ( 1 9 5 1 )5  E h r e n p r e is ,  " r tc . S w if t  and  h i s  
C o n te m p o ra r ie s " ( I 9 6 2 ) , p p .2 2 2 -3 .

Q u in ta n a , The Mind and  A rt o f  J o n a th a n  S w if t  ( 1 9 3 ^ ) ,p .9 ^ ;  
Q u in ta n a  l a t e r  r e v e r s e s  h i s  v iew  and  f i n d s  s u p p o r t  f o r  B aco n ian  
common s e n s e  i n  th e  'c r e d u l i ty *  p a ra g ra p h  -"Two p a r a g r a p h s  i n  
A T a le  o f  a  Tub S e c t io n  IX **(l975-6),

R ando lph , "The M ed ica l C oncep t i n  E n g l is h  R e n a is s a n c e  S a t i r i c  
T h eo ry "  ( l 9 4 l ) .



h i s  own s a t i r i c a l  u rg e .

Aware o f  th e s e  p ro b le m s , L e a v is  o p ts  f o r  th e  's u r f a c e '  -  

t h e  " s h a l lo w e s t  c o m p la c e n c ie s  o f  A u g u stan  common s e n s e " .  The 

c u r io u s  t h in g  h e r e  i s  t h a t  t h i s  c o n c lu s io n  d o e s  n o t  seem t o  be 

j u s t i f i e d  by  h i s  own a rg u m e n t. The seco n d  b e t r a y a l  i s  th e  

r e v e l a t i o n  t h a t  s in c e  th e  'common fo rm s ' a r e  n o t  j u s t  s t a b l e  and  

h e a l th y  p o l i t i c a l  and  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s ,  b u t  c a n  be  , 

in n o v a t io n s  p ro p a g a te d  b y 'K n a v e s )  th e " S e re n e  P e a c e fu l  S t a t e " o f  n o t  

lo o k in g  beyond th o s e  fo rm s am oun ts t o  f o l l y .  As L e a v is  s a y s  i n  

a n o th e r  p a r t  o f  h i s  a r t i c l e ,  s a t i r e  t u r n s  t o  n e g a t i v i t y ,  and  t h a t  

means c o m p le te  n e g a t i v i t y  - t h e r e  i s  no more p la c e  f o r  th e  'common 

fo rm s ' th a n  f o r 'c u r i o s i t y ' .  In  L e a v i s 's  own te rm s  i t  i s  a s  

a r b i t r a r y  t o  say  S w if t  b e l i e v e d  o n ly  i n  " sh a llo w  com p lacen c ies '*  a s  

i t  i s  t o  sa y  t h a t  he b e l ie v e d  in  " h e r o ic  a c t s  o f  d isco v ery * * . One 

can  f i n d  th e  c a u s e  o f  t h i s  i l l o g i c a l i t y  i n  L e a v is * s  r e v u l s i o n  a t  ' 

t h e  n o t io n  o f  g lo s s in g  o v e r  u n p le a s a n t  t r u t h s .  U l t im a te ly  he iL 

a t t a c k s  S w if t  f o r  d o in g  t h i s  r a t h e r  th a n  f o r  h i s " n e g a t iv i ty * .^

Donoghue t r i e s  t o  e l im in a te  t h i s  in c o n s i s t e n c y ,  w hich  

seem s in e s c a p a b le  f o r  a l l  c r i t i c s  who se e  t h e  T a le  a s  d e f e n d in g  

s u r f a c e s :  he a rg u e s  t h a t 'F o o l ' i n  th e  f i n a l  s e n te n c e  i s  n o t  u sed  in

a  d e r o g a to r y  s e n s e ,  b u t  r e f e r s  t o  th e  w ise  f o o l  who l e a d s  a  r e t i r e d  

l i f e  when th e  w hole w o rld  i s  mad. He b e l i e v e s  t h e r e  i s " a b u n d a n t  ' 

e v id e n c e  t h a t  S w if t f e a r e d  th e  d e p th s  and  d e t e s t e d  th e  u rg e  t o  

c h a l le n g e  th em ... He was n o t , a f t e r  a l l ,  one o f  th e  g r e a t  q u e s tio n e rs * * . 

Donoghue sp e a k s  a s  th o u g h  i t  were o b v io u s  t h a t  S w if t  h a te d  th e  

d e p th s  -h o w ev er we have a l r e a d y  see n  R o sen h e im 's  d i a m e t r i c a l l y

^ See a l s o  M cKenzie, S w if t ;  R eason and some o f  i t s  C on seq u en ces
( 1 9 4 0 ).
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opposed  b e l i e f  t h a t  f o r  S w if t ,  " th e  u l t im a t e  h e r o ic  a c t  i s  an  a c t  o f  

d i s c o v e r y " .  Much t h e r e f o r e  d e p e n d s  on D o n o g h u e 's  a n a l y s i s  o f  ' f o o l ' .  

We can  s u r e ly  a g re e  t h a t  'f o o l '  can  have a  e u l o g i s t i c  s e n s e  i n  

s i m i l a r  c o n t e x t s ,  and we can  a l s o  a g re e  t h a t  th e  l i f e  o f  r e t i r e m e n t  

from  th e  w o rld  i s  S w i f t 's  s u b j e c t  h e r e .  What i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  

a c c e p t  i s  t h a t  S w if t  a p p ro v e s  ‘ o f  th e  r e t i r e d  l i f e .  R a th e r

he seem s t o  be  m aking th e  same p o in t  a s  M o re 's  p e r s o n a  m akes t o  

H y th lo d ay  i n  th e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  'U to p ia  . To be p a s s iv e  i n  a  ; .  . 

d e lu d e d  w o rld  i s  t o  le a v e  th e  w o rld  and o n e s e l f  a t  th e  m ercy o f  th e  

d e l u d e r s .  Gan we b e l i e v e  t h a t  S w if t i s  a s k in g  th e  r e a d e r  t o  do 

so m e th in g  w hich  th e  T a le  i t s e l f  d o e s  n o t  do -w a tc h  c o n te n t e d ly  a s  

th e  'common fo rm s ' a r e  d is m a n t le d  by  'e n t h u s i a s t s '?  S w if t  f o r c e s  

u s  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  th e  l i f e  i n  th e  'common fo rm s ' i s  o n ly  a s  good 

a s  th o s e  fo rm s , and  t h a t  th e  fo rm s a r e  e a s i l y  a t t a c k e d .^

P ro b lem s o f  t h i s  s o r t  have le d  c r i t i c s  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  some
2

s o r t  o f  com prom ise . A c e r t a i n  v a g u e n e ss  e n t e r s  i n  h e r e ,  p e rh a p s  

b e c a u s e  o f  th e  a b s u r d i t y  o f  an  i n s t r u c t i o n  su ch  a s , " E n q u i r e ,  b u t  

n o t  to o  d e e p ly " .  How would one know when to  s to p  e n q u i r in g  w ith o u t  

f o l lo w in g  o n es e n q u i r i e s  th ro u g h ?  A re we t o  s a y ,  " S w if t  commends 

b u t  d o e s  n o t  i d o l i z e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c u r i o s i t y .  The p u r s u i t  o f  

know ledge à  l 'o u t r a n c e  i s ,  he b e l i e v e s ,  i n  c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  

no more l e g i t i m a t e  th a n  th e  u n b r id l e d  p u r s u i t  o f  pow er." What 

d o e s  i t  mean " to  commend b u t  n o t  t o  i d o l i z e  c u r i o s i t y " ?  Such a

D onoghue, J o n a th a n  S w if t  : A C r i t i c a l  I n t r o d u c t io n  ( 1 9 7 1 ) ,p p .7 -8 ,  
5 5 - 7 f s e e  a l s o  F re n c h , " S w ift,T e m p le  and  'A D ig re s s io n  on 
M a d n e s s '" , ( 1 9 6 3 - 4 ) .

V o ig t ,  S w if t  and  th e  T w e n tie th  C e n tu ry  ( 1 9 6 4 ) ,p .6 0 j  P r i c e ,  
S w i f t 's  R h e to r i c a l  A r t .  A S tu d y  in  S t r u c tu r e  and M eaning (1 9 5 3 ) ;  
W ill ia m s . J o n a th a n  S w if t  and th e  Age o f  Compromise ( I 9 6 8 ) p . l4 5 :  
C lay b o ro u g h , The G ro te sq u e  i n  E n g l is h  L i t e r a t u r e  ( l 9 6 5 ) p .1 1 7 .

^ R e i l l y ,  J o n a th a n  S w if t .  'T he B rave  D e sp o n d e r ' ( I 9 8 2 ) , p . l 6 7 .
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n o t io n  makes n o n se n se  o f  th e  im age o f  s u r f a c e s  and d e p th s ,  w hich 

im p lie s  t h a t  e n q u iry  l e a d s  t o  a  su dden  and co m p le te  p e n e t r a t i o n  

t o  th e  t r u t h  w ith  no h a lfw a y  p o in t  ( a lth o u g h  one c o u ld  a rg u e  t h a t  

th e  'common fo rm s ' r e p r e s e n t  a  s t a t e  w here d e lu s io n  i s  m in im ize d , 

r a t h e r  a s  M a r t i n 's  c o a t  h a s  th e  minimum num ber o f  o rn a m e n ta l The 

r e a l  d i f f i c u l t y  w ith  t h i s  v iew  i s  one t h a t  i t  s h a r e s  w ith  th e  

v iew  t h a t  S w if t  i s  e n t i r e l y  b e h in d  th e  p r a i s e  o f  ' c r e d u l i t y ' ;

£ o r  S w if t  t o  t r y  and  l i m i t  th e  e n q u i r i e s  o f  o th e r s  he m ust him 

s e l f ,  l i k e  h i s  p e r s o n a ,  have fo llo w e d  th o s e  e n q u i r i e s  th ro u g h  to  

t h e i r  u n p le a s a n t  c o n c lu s io n .  To d e fe n d  d e lu s io n  one m ust b e  a  

r e a l i s t  who h a t e s  o n e 's  own r e a l i s m .  I t  i s  t h i s  w hich  h a s  le d  

t o  th e  v iew  t h a t  S w if t  i s  d e e p ly  c o n fu se d  i n  t h e s e  p a r a g ra p h s .

I s  t h e r e  any way t o  r e s o lv e  t h i s  d i f f i c u l t y ?  I  b e l i e v e  •: 

one h a s  a l r e a d y  b een  h in te d  a t .  Donoghue s e e s  S w ift a s  d e f e n d in g ,  

n o t  f o l l y  in  a  f o o l s  w o rld , b u t  th e  w ise  man who g o es  a lo n g  w ith  

f o l l y  i n  a  f o o l ' s  w o r ld . In  f a c t  th e  p e r s o n a 's  c o n c lu s io n  i s  

am b ig u o u s. He s u p p o r ts  f i r s t  th e  " P h i lo s o p h e r  o r  P r o j e c t o r  who 

can  f i n d  o u t an  A rt t o  s o d d e r  and p a tc h  up th e  F law s and 

I m p e r f e c t io n s  o f  N a tu r e ,"  and th e n  th e  " t r u l y  w ise "  man who 

"cream s o f f  N a tu r e " j  b u t  th e  l a t t e r  i s  th e  b e n e f i c i a r y  o f  th e  

fo rm e r , r a t h e r  th a n  b e in g  i d e n t i c a l  w ith  h im , f o r  th e  ' «

" p h ilo s o p h e r "  m ust in  th e  f i r s t  p la c e  se e  th e " F la w s  and 

Im p e r f e c t io n s  o f  N a tu re "  in  o rd e r  t o  p a tc h  them  u p . The p e r s o n a  

h im s e l f ,  h a v in g  g lim p se d  th e  d e p th s ,  can  o n ly  "cream  o f f  n a tu r e "  

i f  he i s  an  e x p e r t  a t  d o u b le - th in k .  S im i l a r ly ,  S w if t s h i f t s  

im p e rc e p t ib ly  i n  th e  f i r s t  p a ra g ra p h  from  a  d i s c u s s io n  o f  th e  

p le a s u r e s  o f  b e in g  "w e ll d e c e iv e d * . t o  a h .a t t a c k  on; unm ask in g .

T hese c o n s id e r a t i o n s  le a d  one t o  w onder w hether we a r e  

m is le d  when we c o n s id e r  th e  s u b je c t  o f  th e s e  p a r a g ra p h s  t o  b e  th e  

e x te n t  t o  w hich we sh o u ld  t r y  t o  d i s c o v e r  th e  t r u t h .  K e l l in g ,  f o r



14

o n e , a r g u e s ,  i n  a  s t r a n g e ly  n e g le c te d  a r t i c l e ,  t h a t  th e  s u b j e c t  i s  th e

m ethods by w hich  th e  t r u t h  can  be com m unicated  once i t  know n,^

A cco rd in g  t o  K e l l in g ,  'c r e d u l i t y '  and  'c u r i o s i t y '  r e p r e s e n t  th e  e x tre m e s

b etw een  w h ich  A n g lic a n  r h e t o r i c a l  th e o r y  a t te m p te d  t o  s t e e r ;  th e

N o n c o n fo rm is ts ' a p p e a l  t o  th e  im a g in a t io n  was c o n s id e r e d  d e c e i t f u l ,  b u t

on th e  o th e r  hand p l a i n  r e a s o n  was c o n s id e r e d  p o w e r le s s  u n le s s  a d o rn e d  ■■

w ith  w i t ,  b ro u g h t  down t o  th e  l e v e l  o f  p r a c t i c a l  m o r a l i t y ,  and g iv e n

a  c o n c r e te  fo rm  f i t t e d  t o  w ork on th e  common p a s s i o n s .  The 'common

fo rm s ' a r e ,  i n  o th e r  w o rd s, th e  p o p u la r  v e r s io n  o f  th e  t r u t h  known t o  

2
th e  c l e r g y .

K e l l i n g 's  v iew  can  sh ed  s.ome l i g h t  on th e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  ‘c u r i o s i t y ' .  

H ere , a s  w ith  th e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  "c ream in g  o f f  N a tu r e " ,  t h e r e  i s  a  d o u b le  

c o n c e rn  -  w i th  p e r s o n a l  e n q u iry ,  and  w ith  th e  co m m u n ica tio n  o f  th e  

d i s c o v e r i e s  made th e r e b y ;  " . . .  t h a t  p re te n d e d  P h ilo s o p h y  w hich  e n t e r s  

i n t o  th e  d e p th  o f  T h in g s , and  th e n  comes g r a v e ly  b a c k  w ith  In fo rm a t io n s  

and D is c o v e r ie s ,  t h a t  i n  th e  i n s i d e  th e y  a r e  good f o r  n o th in g ."  F o r  

K e l l in g ,  th e  im p o r ta n t  word h e re  w ould be " g ra v e ly "  -  th e  'c u r io u s ' man i s  

a t t a c k e d  f o r  h i s  m anner o f  e x p r e s s io n  r a t h e r  th a n  f o r  th e  d i s c o v e r i e s  

th e m s e lv e s .  T h is  i s  b o m  o u t by th e  p e r s o n a 's  comment on th e  f l a y e d

woman -  " you

1

2

K e ll in g ,  "R eason in  m adness; A T a le  o f  a  Tub" (1 9 5 4 ) ;  c r i t i c i z e d  by 
V o ig t,  S w if t  and  th e  T w e n te ith  C e n tu ry , p .5 9 ; P a u ls o n ,  Theme and 
S t r u c t u r e , p . 4 .

K e ll in g  p ro v id e s  c o n v in c in g  e v id e n c e  f o r  h i s  v iew  t h a t  th e  T a l e ' s  
s u b j e c t  i s  r h e t o r i c .  He a rg u e s  t h a t  th e  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  th e  T a le  
i s  a  p ro p e r  d i v i s i o  d e s p i t e  i t s  seem ing  l a c k  o f  o r g a n iz a t i o n .  The 
d i v i s i o  i s  th e  i n t r o d u c to r y  s e c t i o n  o f  a  d e c la m a to ry  work i n  th e  
c l a s s i c a l  r h e t o r i c a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  w here th e  s u b j e c t  i s  f o r m a l ly  
a n a ly s e d  i n t o  th e  v a r io u s  s e c t i o n s  w hich  w i l l  s t r u c t u r e  th e  d i s c o u r s e  
w hich  f o l lo w s .  The s u b je c t  o f  th e  T a le  i s  h e re  r e v e a le d  t o  be 
r h e t o r i c ,  o r  th e  m ethods by w hich  t o  g a in  pow er o v e r  a  l a r g e  g ro u p  o f  

p e o p le  th ro u g h  w o rd s, " p o e t ry  and F a c t i o n ,"  and  Grub S t r e e t  e n t e r 
ta in m e n ts  a r e  m en tio n ed  a lo n g s id e  p re a c h in g  a s  p r i n c i p a l  s u b d iv i s io n s ,  
I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  th e  I n t r o d u c t io n  f i r s t  c o n s id e r s  p h ilo s o p h y  in  t h i s  
c o n n e c t io n ,  b u t  a i s m is s e s  i t  a s  i n e f f e c t u a l ,  b e in g  " o f t e n  o u t  o f  
o i g h t , and  e v e r  o u t o f  n e a r in g " , ( T a l e , p . 56  ; .  The t h r e e  "m ach in es"  
a r e  a d m i t te d ly  s u b p h i lo s o p h ic a l  b u t  n e c e s s a ry  b e c a u se  o f  th e  
p o w e r le s s n e s s  o f  p h i lo s o p h y .
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w i l l  h a r d ly  b e l i e v e  how much i t  a l t e r e d  h e r  P e rso n  f o r  th e  w o rse " -  

w hich i s  n o ta b le  f o r  i t s  d r y n e s s ,  and  l a c k  o f  c o n c e rn  w ith  th e  

o r d in a r y  human r e a c t i o n  t o  h i s  'd i s c o v e r y * .  The th e o r y  a l lo w s  

u s  t o  a v o id  th e  d i f f i c u l t y ,  m en tio n ed  p r e v io u s ly ,  t h a t  S w if t  seem s 

t o  s a t i r i s e  h i s  own m o ra l r e a l i s m  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  In  K e l l i n g 's  

v iew  he may seem t o  s a t i r i z e  th e  v e ry  a c t  o f  lo o k in g  b e n e a th  th e  

s u r f a c e ,  b u t  h i s  r e a l  a t t a c k  i s  on th e  g r a v i t y  w ith  w hich  some 

p h i lo s o p h e r s  r e c o r d  t h e i r  d i s c o v e r i e s .  S w i f t 's  own s a t i r e  o f  

c o u r s e  i s  n e v e r  'g r a v e ' .

We c o u ld  go f u r t h e r  th a n  t h i s ,  how ev er, and a r g u e ,  w ith  

R osenheim , t h a t  d is c o v e r y  i ^  h e r o ic  f o r  S w if t ,  and t h a t  n o t  

b e c a u s e  th e  d i s c o v e r e r  i s  m is e r a b le  h im s e l f  w h ile  p r o t e c t i n g  ■ 

o th e r s  from  th e  t r u t h ,  l i k e  th e  p e r s o n a ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  know ledge 

o f  th e  t r u t h  ca n  le a d  t o  a  s o r t  o f  h a p p in e s s .  T h is  w ould a c c o u n t 

f o r th e  co n tem p t S w ift shows f o r  th o s e  " E n te r ta in m e n ts  (w h ic h )

Dupe and  p la y  th e  wag w ith  th e  S e n s e s " , t h a t  L e a v is  n o t i c e d .

M oreover t h e r e  a r e  u n o b tru s iv e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  i n  th e  a rg u m en t 

t h a t  h a p p in e s s  i s  th e  " p e r p e tu a l  P o s s e s s io n  o f  b e in g  well 

D ece iv ed ": t h i s  i s  a  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  "w hat i s  g e n e r a l l y  u n d e r s to o d  

by  H a p p in e s s" , w hich  c o u ld  th u s  r e f l e c t  a s  much on th e  'g e n e r a l  

u n d e r s ta n d in g ' a s  on h a p p in e s s  i t s e l f .  A lso , i f  d e lu s io n  were 

rem oved, we a r e  t o l d , " . . . t h e r e  would b e  a  m ig h ty  L ev e l i n  th e  

F e l i c i t y  and E n joym en ts o f  M o rta l M en," T h e re  i s  an  a m b ig u ity  

h e r e :  i s  'L e v e l ' u sed  in  th e  same s e n s e  a s  when we t a l k  o f  a

b u i l d in g  b e in g  'l e v e l l e d ' t o  th e  g round  - a s  a  synonym f o r  

'd e s t r u c t i o n ' -  o r  i n  th e  s e n s e  o f  ' l i m i t ' ?  I f  th e  l a t t e r .

S w ift i s  c la im in g  no more th a n  t h a t  h a p p in e s s  h a s  n a t u r a l  l i m i t s ,  

a s  i s  im p lie d  by  th e  se e m in g ly  i r r e l e v a n t  word 'M o r t a l '  -m o st men, 

he would be s a y in g ,  l i v e  t h e i r  l i v e s  as i f  th e y  w ere im m o rta l .

T h ere  i s  no d o u b t t h a t  S w if t e x p l o i t s  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l



n e g a t iv e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  o f  ' c u r i o s i t y 'Z  He seem s t o  c r i t i c i z e  an  

a t t i t u d e  w hich h a s  b een  see n  a s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  m odem ; t h a t ,  

"how ever f e a r f u l  th e  kno w led g e , we m ust em brace i t  l i k e  a  

C h r i s t i a n  w ith  th e  c r o s s , a s s u r e d  t h a t  agony i s  th e  o n ly  way t o  

s a l v a t i o n " . 2 On c l o s e r  i n s p e c t i o n ,  S w if t  seem s t o  a d m it th e  

m a jo r p re m ise  o f  th e  p re -M o d ern  a t t a c k  on ' c u r i o s i t y '  - t h a t  

know ledge i s  o n ly  good i f  i t  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  h a p p in e s s -  b u t  

q u e s t io n  th e  m in o r - t h a t  know ledge o f  some th i n g s  m akes one 

u n h ap p y . T h is  im p re s s io n  i s  c o n f irm e d  l a t e r  i n  th e  T a le  when th e  

p e r s o n a  s p e a k s  o f  ' c u r i o s i t y '  a s  one o f  th e  few  p a s s io n s  " r i v e t e d  

to  th e  i n t e l l e c t "  and a s  th e  "S p u r i n  th e  s i d e ,  t h a t  B r id l e  i n  th e  

M outh, t h a t  R ing  i n  th e  Nose o f  a  l a z y ,  an  im p a t i e n t ,  and a  

g r u n t in g  R ead er"  ('T a le , p . 203), T h ere  i s  no d o u b t t h a t  one o f  

S w i f t 's  a im s in  th e  T a le  i s  t o  e x c i t e  c u r i o s i t y .  T h e re fo r e  t o  

d eny  t h a t  th e  c u r io u s  p h i lo s o p h e r  h a s  an y  p a r t  o f  S w if t  i n  him i s  

t o  s e e  S w if t  a s  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  opposed  n o t  o n ly  t o  h i s  own m o ra l 

r e a l i s m ,a s  we have s e e n , b u t  t o  th e  v e ry  m ethods by  w h ich  he
3

g o ad s  th e  r e a d e r  i n t o  s p e c u la t io n .

Can we th e n ,  fo l lo w in g  K e l l in g ,  c o m p le te ly  r e v e r s e  th e  

ju d g em en t o f  L e a v is  and D onoghue, and sa y  t h a t  f o r  S w if t  a l l

1
H oopes, R ig h t R eason in  th e  E n g l is h  R e n a is s a n c e  ( l 9 6 2 ) ,p .8 0 ;  
C ran e , The Id e a  o f  th e  H u m an itie s  ( 1 9 6 7 ) .P P .3 4 -5 .

R e i l l y ,  J o n a th a n  S w if t .  The B rave  D e sp o n d e r ,  p . 1 6 9 .

A lth o u g h  R osenheim , E l l i o t t  & o t h e r s  m ig h t a g r e e  w ith  t h i s  
( s e e  above p ;io  ) i t  sh o u ld  b e  n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h i s  i s  i n  d i r e c t  
o p p o s i t io n  to  th e  common v iew  o f  S w if t  a s  a  man who d i s t r u s t e d  
s p e c u la t io n ;  s e e  f o r  i n s t a n c e  S t e e l e ,  P r e a c h e r  and J e s t e r . p . 8 9 *. 
R O stv ig , The B ackground o f  E n g l is h  N e o c la s s ic is m  ( l9 6 l ) .~ P .6 l ;  
M o rr is ,  "W ishes a s  H o rse s"  (1 9 7 2 -3 ) ;  F u sse ll. The R h e to r ic a l  
World o f  A u g u stan  Humanism ( I 9 6 5 ) ,p p .7 - 8 ,1 2 5 ;  G re en e , 
" A u g u s tin ia n is m  and E m p ir ic is m " . ( 1 9 6 7 - 8 ) ;  L anda, " I n t r o d u c t 
io n  t o  th e  Serm ons" ( I 9 6 8 ) ;  R e i l l y ,  J o n a th a n  S w if t .T h e  B rave 
D e sp o n d e r . p . 85; a s  w e ll  a s  th e  w orks o f  L e a v is ,  Donoghue and  
McKenzie a l r e a d y  c i t e d .  See how ever G i l b e r t ,  "K naves, F o o ls  
and H ero es"  ( 1 9 6 2 ) , p p .6 2 -3 , f o r  an  a t t a c k  on th e  v iew  t h a t  
S w if t  was a  man o f  "p ro fo u n d  o rth o d o x y "  i n  h i s  th o u g h t .
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sh o u ld  aim  a t  know ledge o f  th e  d e p th s ?  ’What L e a v is  saw a s

S w i f t 's  r e v u l s i o n  from  th e  d e p th s  i s  m e re ly  a  w a rn in g  t o  th e

r h e t o r i c i a n s  t h a t  m ost men w i l l  be  r e v o l t e d  by  th e  t r u t h  a t  f i r s t

u n l e s s  i t  i s  p r o p e r ly  ad o rn e d  and a d a p te d .  T h is  w ould f i t  i n

w ith  much t h a t  we know a b o u t th e  A u g u stan  a g e , i n  w hich  th e

c l a s s i c a l  r h e t o r i c a l  t h e o r i s t s  s t i l l  had  a  w ide i n f l u e n c e .^

Q u i n t i l i a n  m akes i t  q u i t e  c l e a r  t h a t  r h e t o r i c  i s  t h e  a r t  o f

p o p u la r i z in g  and r e n d e r in g  p r a c t i c a l l y  e f f e c t i v e  th e  t r u t h s

known t o  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r .^  S h e r id a n ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i s  c lo s e  t o

Q u i n t i l i a n  when he a rg u e s  t h a t  p u re  r e a s o n  w i l l  c o n v in c e  v e ry  few

among an  a u d ie n c e :  th e  p r e a c h e r  m ust "command th e  p a s s io n  o f

m an k in d " , b u t  he m ust a l s o  be  a  p h i lo s o p h e r :  " W h ils t  t h e r e f o r e

P h ilo s o p h y  was g u a rd e d  ( i f  I  may be  a llo w e d  th e  e x p r e s s io n )  by

th e  p r i e s th o o d  o f  o r a to r y ,  th e  p ro f a n e  and th e  v u lg a r  w ere k e p t

o u t o f  h e r  s a n c tu a r y .  H er d o c t r i n e s  w ere e x p la in e d  o n ly  by  su ch

a s  had s tu d ie d  and u n d e rs to o d  them ; know ledge i n  th o s e  b e in g  a s

n e c e s s a ry  t o  th e  o r a t o r  a s  s k i l l  i n  s p e a k in g ;  f o r  th e  l a t t e r  would

be v a in  and u s e l e s s  w ith o u t  th e  former .**3 S h e r id a n  g o e s  on t o

a t t a c k  th e  C hurch  f o r  n e g le c t in g  o r a to r y ,  a l lo w in g  th e  f a l s e

4r h e t o r i c  o f  th e  N o n c o n fo rm is ts  t o  command th e  f i e l d .  T h is  

'n e g le c t in g  o f  o ra to ry *  p ro b a b ly  r e f e r s  t o  th e  new a n t i r h e t o r i c  o f  

t h e  R oyal S o c ie ty  and t h e i r  s u p p o r t e r s ,  w hich h e r e  see m sto  be

C ran e , The Id e a  o f  th e  H u m an itie s  ( I 9 6 7 ) , p p . 9 6 - 9 ; J a c k ,  
A ugustan  S a t i r e .  I n t e n t i o n  and Id iom  i n  E n g l is h  P o e try  I 6 6 O- 
1 7 5 0  ( 1 9 6 5 ) , p p .1 -1 3 ; K r i s t e l l e r ,  R e n a is s a n c e  T hought and i t s  
S o u rce s  ( I 9 7 9 ) ,p .2 2 5 ;  C la rk ,  John  M ilto n  a t  S t .  P a u ls  (1 9 4 8 ) , 
p p .7 -8 ;  W ill ia m s , P o p e 's  D unciad  ( 1 9 5 5 ) ,p . 112 ; H a m ilto n , The 
Two H arm onies ( I 9 6 3 ) , p . l 2 8 .

2 Q u i n t i l i a n ,  I n s t i t u t i o  O r a t o r i a , I , i , I O - I 5

3 S h e r id a n ,  B r i t i s h  E d u c a t io n ( 1 7 5 6 ) .p p .8 7 -1 1 2 . See a l s o  Law son, 
L e c t u r e  C o n ce rn in g  O ra to ry  (1 7 5 8 ) . Compare Q u i n t i l i a n ,  
I n s t i t u t i o  O r a t o r i a , V, x i v ,2 7 -3 5 .

4 S h e r id a n , B r i t i s h  E d u c a tio n ,  p p .1 5 2 -3 .
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p a ro d ie d  in  th e  p e r s o n a 's  g ra v e  r e p o r t s  o f  h i s  'e x p e r i m e n t s ' . ^  

S w if t  w ould th e n  h e  a t t a c k i n g  th e  " c o ld ,  d r y ,  d i d a c t i c k  w ay" o f  

th e  new le a r n in g ,w h ic h  e n d a n g e re d  r e l i g i o n , " . . . n o w  c o n s id e r e d ,  

b a r e l y  i n  th e  l i g h t  o f  t r u t h :  a n d . . . d i s c u s s e d ,  l i k e  o th e r  t r u t h s ,  

w i th  a  d r y  c o ld  u n c o n c e rn , w hich n e i t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  n o r  

in f lu e n c e d  an y  one m o r ta l  on i t s  b e h a l f " . 2 In  o r d e r  t o  a v o id  

becom ing  'F o o ls  among K n av es ' S w if t  w ould be u rg in g  th e  A n g lic a n  

c l e r g y  n o t  t o  d e c e iv e ,  b u t  t o  d r e s s  th e  t r u t h  up a  l i t t l e .

T h is  i s  a  p l a u s i b l e  a c c o u n t ,  b u t  a g a in  t h e r e  a r e  a  num ber 

o f  o b j e c t i o n s .  I f  t h e s e  p a r a g ra p h s  a r e  r e a l l y  a b o u t  th e  

co m m u n ica tio n  o f  kno w led g e , vdüch i s  assum ed t o  be  a  good t h i n g ,  

why do  th e y  a p p e a r  som etim es t o  be  a b o u t  th e  s e a r c h  f o r  kno w led g e , 

w hich  a t  l e a s t  seem s t o  be t r e a t e d  w ith  d i s a p p r o v a l?  M oreover, 

th e  f i r s t  p a r a g ra p h  b e a r s  o u t K e l l i n g 's  v iew  o n ly  i n s o f a r  a s  t h e r e  

i s  a  g r e a t e r  s t r e s s  on th e  co m m u n ica tio n  o f  o p in io n s  th a n  on th e  

fo rm in g  o f  them . The l i f e  i n  th e  'common fo rm s 'r e p re s e n ts  a  

d e c i s i o n  n o t  t o  com m unicate u n u s u a l i d e a s :  " f o r ,  t h e  B r a in ,  i n

i t s  n a t u r a l  P o s i t i o n  and S ta t e  o f  S e r e n i ty ,  d i s p o s e th  i t s  Owner 

t o  p a s s  h i s  L i f e  i n  th e  Common fo rm s ,w ith o u t  an y  th o u g h t  o f  

su b d u in g  M u l t i tu d e s  t o  h i s  own P ow er, h i s  R eason o r  h i s  V is io n s ; 

and th e  more he sh a p e s  h i s  U n d e rs ta n d in g  by  th e  P a t t e r n  o f  Human 

L e a rn in g , th e  l e s s  he i s  i n c l i n e d  t o  form  P a r t i e s  a f t e r  h i s  

P a r t i c u l a r  N o tio n s ,  b e c a u s e  t h a t  i n s t r u c t s  him i n  h i s  p r i v a t e  

I n f i r m i t i e s ,  a s  w e ll  a s  i n  th e  s tu b b o rn  Ig n o ra n c e  o f  th e  P e o p le ."  

The p ro b lem  f o r  K e l l i n g 's  th e o r y  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no i n d i c a t i o n

H ow ell, L o g ic  and R h e to r ic  i n  E ng land  1500-1700  ( l 9 6 l ) , p . 3 6 5 ;  
J o n e s ." T h e  A tta c k  on P u l p i t  E lo q u en ce  i n  th e  R e s to r a t io n "  
( 1 9 3 1 ) ,  See a l s o  G l a n v i l l e ,  On T e a c h in g , ( I 6 7 8 ) .

2 D e lan y , R e v e la t io n  Examined w ith  C an d o u r. ( 1 7 3 2 ) . I . p r e f a c e .
-p .X IV .
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t h a t  th e  'common fo rm s ' a r e  an y  c l o s e r  t o  th e  t r u t h s  known t o  th e  

'c u r io u s 'p h i lo s o p h e r  th a n  th e  ' a r t i f i c i a l  M edium s' o f  t h e ‘c r e d u lo u s ' 

man. The m ost t h a t  we c o u ld  say  i s  t h a t  th e  men o f  l e a r n i n g  o n ly  

d i s c o v e r  t h e i r  own ig n o ra n c e  th ro u g h  t h e i r  l e a r n i n g ,  w hich  l e a d s  t o  

a  s c e p t i c i s m ,  w hich in  t u r n  l e a d s  t o  a  s u p p o r t  o f  a c c e p te d  o p in io n  

a s  b e in g  th e  s a f e s t  and e a s i e s t  among many o p in io n s  w hich a r e  

e q u a l ly  l i k e l y  o r  u n l i k e l y  t o  be t r u e .

P e rh a p s  i t  i s  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  'p r i v a t e  I n f i r m i t y '  

w hich h a s  g iv e n  r i s e  t o  th e  v iew  t h a t  th e  p a r a g ra p h s  a r e  a b o u t 

e p is te m o lo g y , o r  w hat one can  know, r a t h e r  th a n  w hat one sh o u ld  

know .^ The p h ra s e  seem s a lm o s t  d e l i b e r a t e l y  v ag u e , b u t  th e  th e o ry  

i s  s u s p e c t  b e c a u s e  i t  would mean t h a t  S w if t  i s  q u e ry in g  th e  v e ry  

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f 'c u r i o u s 'e n q u i r i e s  b e in g  s u c c e s s f u l ,  w hich  w ould make 

th e  p ro b lem  c o n f ro n te d  by th e  p e rs o n a  o f  th e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  

know ledge c o m p le te ly  i r r e l e v a n t .  One a l t e r n a t i v e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

i s  t h a t  th e  le a r n e d  man r e a l i z e s ,  r a t h e r  i n  th e  m anner o f  th e  

p e r s o n a ,  t h a t  n e i t h e r  he n o r  anyone e l s e  i s  p s y c h o lo g ic a l ly  s t r o n g  

enough t o  e n q u ire  d e e p ly  i n t o  th e  u n p le a s a n t  t r u t h s  b e n e a th  th e  

'common f o r m s ' .  T h is  l e a d s  t o  th e  p a ra d o x , d i s c u s s e d  ab o v e , o f  th e  

unhappy w ise  man, s h i e l d i n g  o th e r s  from  a  s i m i l a r  u n h a p p in e s s .  B ut 

t h i s  man, u n l ik e  th e  p e r s o n a ,  i s  n o t  unhappy - h i s  b r a i n  i s  i n  a  

' s t a t e  o f  S e r e n i t y ' ;  m oreover h i s  d o u b ts  a r e  n o t a b o u t th e  fo rm in g , 

b u t  th e  p ro p a g a t in g  o f  'p a r t i c u l a r  n o t i o n s ' .  T h is  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  

th e  le a r n e d  man may h im s e l f  e n jo y  e n q u iry ,  b u t  comes t o  r e a l i z e  

from  a  c lo s e  e x a m in a tio n  o f  human n a t u r e ,  w hich re s e m b le s  t h a t  o f  

t h e ‘c u r io u s ’ p h i lo s o p h e r ,  t h a t  t h e r e  is a  's tu b b o r n  Ig n o r a n c e ' i n  men 

w hich l e a d s  them  t o  r e j e c t  th e  t r u th .T h e  l e a r n e d  man h im s e l f  i s  n o t

1 Q u in ta n a , "Two P a ra g ra p h s  i n  A T a le  o f  a  Tub" ; S m ith , Language
and R e a l i t y  in  S w i f t 's  'A T a le ~ o f  a  T ub ' (1 9 7 9 ) , p . 126;
L o u is ,  S w i f t 's  Anatomy o f  M is u n d e rs ta n d in g  ( I 9 8 I ) ,p p .6 2 - 8 .
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d e lu d e d ;  even  th o u g h  S w if t  i s  vague a b o u t  th e  n a tu r e  o f  h i s  

'p a r t i c u l a r  n o t i o n s ' ,  t h e s e  c e r t a i n l y  in v o lv e  a  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  

human i n f i r m i t y  v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  from  th e  g lo s s y  i l l u s i o n s  o f  th e  

'c re d u lo u s ' man; and, m o reo v e r, th e y  a r e  h a rd  t o  com m unica te , u n l ik e  

t h e 'c r e d u l o u s 'm a n 's  d e l u s i o n .

A l l  t h i s  p o in t s  t o  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  le a r n e d  do n o t  

b e l i e v e  i n  th e  'common f irm s '.  T h is  m eans t h a t  we c a n n o t t h in k  o f  

th e s e  'f o r m s ' a s  i n  an y  s e n s e  a  p o p u l a r i z a t i o n  o f  th e  t r u t h s  known 

t o  th e  'cu rio u s*  p h i lo s o p h e r ,  a s  K e l l in g  a r g u e s .  They a r e  ' 

' r e a s o n a b l e '  i n  an  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  s e n s e  from  th e  'o f f i c i o u s '  

r e a s o n ,  " w i th  t o o l s  f o r  c u t t i n g . . . " ;  a  s e n s e  w hich  i s  th e  c o r o l l a r y  

o f  th e  p e r s o n a 's  r e l a t i v i s t i c  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  m adness a s  an  a t te m p t  

a t  r a d i c a l l y  ch a n g in g  th e  s t a t u s  q u o . N e v e r th e le s s ,  K e l l in g  i s  

r i g h t  in s©  f a r  a s  th e  ou tw ard  c o n fo rm ity  w hich  acco m p an ie s  th e  

in w ard  s c e p t i c i s m  o f  th e  le a r n e d  man seem s t o  b e  p r ^ e d  by  S w i f t .

We c o u ld  p e rh a p s  ta k e  th e  a t t a c k  on 'u n m a sk in g ' a s  i r o n i c a l ,  o r  

d i r e c t e d  o n ly  a g a i n s t  to o  u n ad o rn ed  a  m anner o f  e x p r e s s in g  th e  

t r u t h ,  b u t  i t  i s  s u r e ly  im p o s s ib le  t o  sa y  t h a t  S w if t  fa v o u re d  : 

exposing" th e  'w eak  s i d e s '  o f  th e  'common f o r m s ' .  One can  a l s o  

e x p r e s s  a  d o u b t a b o u t  K elling*s a c c o u n t o f  th e  s t r i p p e d  b ea u  and th e  

f la y e d  woman - t h e s e  a r e  n o t  j u s t  p l a i n  t r u t h s  w hich  need  ad o rn m e n t: 

th e y  a r e  d e e p ly  u n p le a s a n t  t o  th o s e  who pu rsue* 'w hat i s  g e n e r a l l y  

u n d e rs to o d  by h a p p in e s s .  Once a g a in  we have t o  ta k e  s e r i o u s l y  th e  

a rg u m en t a g a in s t  t e l l i n g  th e  t r u t h  when one knows, i t ,  and  j  o r  t r y i n g  

t o  d i s c o v e r  th e  t r u t h  i n  th e  f i r s t  p l a c e .  Those who p a s s  t h e i r  l i f e  

in  th e  'common fo rm s ' a r e  w is e r  th a n  th o s e  who " come g r a v e ly  b ac k  

w ith  In fo rm a tio n  and D is c o v e r ie s ,  t h a t  i n  th e  i n s i d e  th e y  a r e  good 

f o r  n o th in g ,"

B ut t h i s  means t h a t  we a r e  b ac k  t o  w here we s t a r t e d .

I f  i t  i s  r e a s o n a b le  t o  conform  t o  th e  a c c e p te d  v iew , th e n  w hat



p la t f o r m  d o e s  S w if t  have from  w hich  t o  a t t a c k  h i s  f a n a t i c ,  whose 

" f i r s t  P r o s e l y t e . . . i s  H im s e lf , and when t h a t  i s  once c o m p a s s 'd , 

th e  D i f f i c u l t y  i s  n o t  so  g r e a t  i n  b r in g in g  o v e r  o th e r s "  ? At l e a s t  

we have d e f in e d  th e  p ro b lem  more e x a c t l y :  S w if t  c a l l s  th o s e  who,

l i k e  th e  p e r s o n a ,  i n v e s t i g a t e  beyond common o p in io n s ,  b u t  do n o t  

u se  t h e i r  know ledge i n  any  way, 'F o o ls  among K n a v e s '.  On th e  o th e r  

h an d , he a t t a c k s  th o s e  who ex p o se  'w eak s i d e s '  o f  common o p in io n s .

A p o s s i b le  s o l u t io n  em erges when th e  d ilem m a i s  p h ra s e d  i n  t h i s  way. 

Gould t h e r e  be  a  way o f  o p p o s in g  th e 'c r e d u lo u s *  f a n a t i c s  w hich  d o e s  n o t  

e n d a n g e r  th o s e  h e a l t h i e r  d e lu s io n s  w hich a r e  c a l l e d  th e  'common 

fo r m s '?  In  o th e r  w o rd s , sh o u ld  t h e 'c u r i o u s '  p h i lo s o p h e r  t u r n  

r h e t o r i c i a n ,  j u s t  a s  K e l l in g  s u g g e s t s ,  b u t  t o  d e f e n d ,  n o t  t h e  t r u t h ,  

b u t  p io u s  f r a u d s  o r  n o b le  l i e s  a g a in s t  th e  m a lig n  d e lu s io n s  

p ro p a g a te d  by t h e ‘cred u lo u s*  k n av e , and we m ig h t a d d , th e  d e s t r u c t i v e  

t r u t h s  p ro p a g a te d  by  th e  ‘cu rio u s*  p h i lo s o p h e r ,  whose know ledge o f  

human i n f i r m i t y  h a s  n o t  t a u g h t  him n o t  t o  u t t e r  h i s  'p a r t i c u l a r  

n o t i o n s '  a s  i t  h a s  done th e  le a r n e d  who p a s s  t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  th e  

'common f o r m s ' .  S e v e ra l  c r i t i c s  se e  S w ift a s  a d v o c a t in g  and h im s e l f  

fo l lo w in g  an  a p p ro x im a te ly  s i m i l a r  p ro c e d u re .  H e re , more c l e a r l y  

th a n  anyw here e l s e .  S w if t  seem s t o  r e v e a l  th e  e x t e n t  t o  w hich  h i s  

work e x i s t s  i n  th e  re a lm  o f  e x p e d ie n c y  and com prom ise.^  I t  i s  d e e p ly  

i r r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  d i s i l l u s i o n  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  p e o p le  - b a t t l e s  a g a in s t  

f o l l y  m ust be fo u g h t  w i th in  th e  w o rld  o f  i l l u s i o n .  The man who 

d o u b ts  the-, 'common fo rm s ' may know t h a t  human n a tu r e  i s  b e s t

1 Ramsay, "The F a u l t  i s  i n  M ankind" ( I 9 7 3 ) , p p .1 5 8 -6 2 ; R o g ers , 
" S w if t  and th e  Id e a  o f  A u th o r i ty "  ( I 9 6 8 ) ;  R o b e r ts o n , " S w i f t 's  
A rgum ent: The F a c t  and F i c t i o n  o f  F ig h t in g  w ith  B e a s ts "  ( I 9 7 6 -  
7 7 ) ;  P a u ls o n , The F i c t i o n  o f  S a t i r e . ( 1 9 6 7 ) . P . 140: Rawson,
"The C h a ra c te r  o f  S w i f t 's  S a t ire *  ( I 9 7 I ) , p p . 3 9 -4 4 ; P r i c e , To th e  
P a la c e  o f  Wisdom ( 1 9 6 4 ) .p p .1 8 1 -2 0 3 : M ezciem s,"T he U n ity  o f
S w i f t 's  Voyage t o  D apu ta"  (1 9 7 7 ) ;  C lay b o ro u g h , The G ro te sq u e  
i n  E n g l is h  L i t e r a t u r e . p .1 5 7 .
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f u l f i l l e d  i n  a  s o c i e t y  ru n  on th e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  ' r e a l '  C h r i s t i a n i t y  

and th e  r a t i o n a l i t y  o f  th e  Houyhnhnms, b u t  he a l s o  knows t h a t  th e  

a t te m p t  t o  c o n v in c e  o th e r s  o f  t h a t  i s  f r a u g h t  w ith  d i f f i c u l t y , s i n c e  

t o  do s o , t h e  i l l u s i o n s  w hich s u s t a i n  s o c i e t y  m ust b e  d is m a n t le d  

w ith  no im m ed ia te  p r o s p e c t  o f  re p la c e m e n t.^

I f  t h i s  i s  S w i f t 's  v iew  th e n  h i s  r h e t o r i c a l  th e o r y  s t a r t s  

from  a  t e n s io n  b e tw een  p h ilo s o p h y  and r h e t o r i c .  R h e to r ic  i s  n o t  t o  

be  u n d e rs to o d  a s  p r i m a r i l y  co n c e rn e d  w ith  ways o f  e n a b l in g  t r u t h  t o  

overcom e fa ls e h o o d  b u t  r a t h e r  w ith  th e  d e f e n c e  o f  a c c e p te d  , 

t r a d i t i o n s  w hich  th e  r h e t o r i c i a n  h im s e l f  c a n  r e c o g n iz e  a s  f a l s e .

In  h i s  e x a m in a tio n  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  th is  t e n s i o n ,  S e ig e l  shows t h a t  

th o s e  who to o k  p a r t  in  th e  R e n a is sa n c e  r e v i v a l  o f  r h e t o r i c  te n d e d  

to w a rd s  an  e t h i c a l  r e l a t i v i s m  w hich was o f t e n  l in k e d  w ith  a  

d i s t o r t e d  n e o -E p ic u re a n ism . He a rg u e s  t h a t  th e y  d id  so  b e c a u s e ,  a s  

r h e t o r i c i a n s ,  t h e i r  t a s k  was p r a c t i c a l  p e r s u a s io n ,  w h ich  te n d e d  t o  

p ro d u c e  a  s u s p ic io n  o f  t h e o r e t i c i a n s  who c la im e d  t h e r e  were* 

s ta n d a r d s  beyond th o s e  o f  p o p u la r  opinion.^ S w i f t 's  ' f o o l s  among 

k n a v e s ' c o n c lu s io n  i s ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  a  r e j e c t i o n  o f  su ch  r e l a t i v i s m .  

F o r S w if t  t h e r e  so m eth in g  beyond th e  s ta n d a r d s  o f  th e  com m unity . 

Someone can  b e  a 'k n a v e 'e v e n  i f  h i s  o p in io n  h a s  b ee n  s u c e s s f u l l y  

p ro p a g a te d .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  th e  s ta n d a r d s  o f  th e  com m unity a r e  th e  

fram ew ork w i th in  w hich  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  a s  r h e t o r i c i a n  m ust w ork.

1

2

T h is  v iew  i s  b o rn e  o u t by  th e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  B ru tu s  two 
p a r a g ra p h s  l a t e r ,  who " . . . o n l y  p e r s o n a te d  th e  F o o l and 

Madman, f o r  th e  Good o f  th e  P u b lic k "  ( T a l e , p . 175 ; d is c u s s e d  
b e lo w ,p .203^

S e ig e l ,  R h e to r ic  and P h ilo s o p h y  in  R e n a is sa n c e  Humanism ( I 9 6 8 ) ,  
I n t r o d u c t i o n , p p . y.i v ; p p . 1 3 9 -6 5 .

For th e  h u m an is t te n d e n c y  to w a rd s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s c e p t ic is m  
and i t s  l i n k  w ith  th e  a c t i v e  l i f e , s e e  R ic e , The R e n a is sa n c e  
Id e a  o f  Wisdom ( I 9 5 8 ) , e s p . p . l 8^ ;  and T r in k a u s ,  In  Our Image 
& L ik e n e s s  (1 9 7 0 ) , p p . 7 6 5 -7 1 .
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Even Q u i n t i l i a n ,  a f t e r  a  p io u s  o p en in g  i n  w hich  th e  

r e l a t i o n  b e tw een  p h i lo s o p h y  and r h e t o r i c  seem s u n p ro b le m a tic ,  by 

no means o b j e c t s  t o  a  p ra g m a tic  u se  o f  f a ls e h o o d :  " . . . i f  we a r e

a t te m p t in g  t o  k eep  men o f  bad c h a r a c t e r  t o  th e  p a th  o f  v i r t u e ,  we 

m ust ta k e  c a r e  n o t  t o  seem t o  u p b ra id  a  way o f  l i f e  u n l ik e  o u r  ow n." 

More s t a r t l i n g l y ,  Q u i n t i l i a n  a l s o  a d v i s e s  s i m i l a r  t r i c k s  when 

t r y i n g  t o  p e r s u a d e  an  h o n o u ra b le  man to  do  so m e th in g  d is h o n o u ra b le  

b u t  e x p e d ie n t .1 I t  seem s he e n v is a g e s  th e  o r a t o r ,  who he a lw ay s  

s t r e s s e s  m ust be  a  p h i lo s o p h e r ,  a s  s e e in g  th e  l i m i t a t i o n s  b o th  o f  

h o n o u r and o f  e x p e d ie n c y , i n  a  way t h a t  n e i t h e r  th e  h o n o u ra b le  man 

n o r  th e  p o p u lace , who te n d  to  s u p p o r t  ex p ed ien cy , can  d o .

A r i s t o t l e ' s  v iew  i s  e q u a l ly  am biguous -h e  b e g in s  h i s  

R h e to r i c  by  s t r e s s i n g  t h a t  th e  b a s i c  c o n s t i t u e n t  o f  r h i f c r ic  i s  

l o g i c a l  a rg u m e n t, b u t  he g o es  on t o  w r i t e  t h a t  one o f  th e  r e a s o n s  

r h e t o r i c  i s  u s e f u l  i s  t h a t ,  **before some a u d ie n c e s  n o t  ev en  th e  

p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  e x a c t e s t  know ledge w i l l  make i t  e a s y  f o r  w hat we 

s a y  t o  p ro d u c e  c o n v ic t i o n .  F o r a rg u m en t b a se d  on know ledge im p lie s  

i n s t r u c t i o n  and t h e r e  a r e  p e o p le  whom one c a n n o t  i n s t r u c t .  H ere : 

t h e n ,  we m ust u s e ,  a s  o u r  modes o f  p e r s u a s io n  and a rg u m e n t, n o t io n s  

p o s s e s s e d  by e v e ry b o d y , a s  we o b se rv ed  i n  th e  T o n ic s  when d e a l in g  

w ith  th e  way t o  h a n d le  a  p o p u la r  a u d i e n c e . T h i s  m ig h t g iv e  th e  

im p re s s io n  t h a t  a rg u m e n ts  b a se d  on know ledge c o u ld  be  u sed  w ith  some 

p o p u la r  a u d ie n c e s ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  a  c r u c i a l  l i n k  h e r e  w ith  th e  

t e a c h in g  o f  th e  •'p o l i t i c s  t h a t  m ost m e n 's  r e a s o n in g  a b o u t  th e  

n a tu r e  o f  th e  good i s  p a r t i a l ;  b e c a u se  i t  i s  d e te rm in e d  by  t h e i r  

own i n t e r e s t s ,w h i c h  v a ry  a c c o rd in g  t o  th e  com m unity o r  th e  s e c t i o n  

o f  th e  com m unity i n  w hich th e y  have b een  b ro u g h t up ( A r i s t o t l e ,  

P o l i t i c s , 1 2 8 0 a ), A good s p e a k e r  m ust a p p e a l  t o  th e  lo v e  o f  freed o m ,

1 Q u i n t i l i a n ,  I n s t i t u t i o  Q r a t o r i a . I I , x v i i . 1 9 -2 8 ; I I I , v i i i , 3 1 -5 8 .

^ A r i s t o t l e ,  R h e to r ic ,  1 3 5 5 a .
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o f  w e a l th ,  o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c u l t u r e ,  o r  th e  w i l l  o f  th e  r u l e r  

a c c o rd in g  t o  w liether he i s  s p e a k in g  in  a  d em o cracy , an  o l ig a r c h y ,  

an a r i s t o c r a c y  o r  a  ty ra n n y  ( A r i s t o t l e ,  R h e t o r i c ,1 3 6 5 b -1 3 6 6 a  ).

A m h a r t  a r g u e s  t h a t  when A r i s t o t l e  comes t o  d i s c u s s  

g e n e r a l  l i n e s  o f  a rg u m e n t, th e  ex am p les  he u s e s  r e v e a l  t h a t  he i s  

c o n c e rn e d  w ith  th e  t e n s io n  b e tw een  p h i lo s o p h y  and  p o p u la r  o p in io n .  

As an  exam ple o f  " d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  th e  p a r t s  o f  an  a r g u m e n t" A r is to t le  

r a t h e r  p u z z l in g ly  g iv e s  S o c r a te s ' q u e s t io n  t o  h i s  a c c u s e r s ,  "What 

tem p le  h a s  he p ro fa n e d ?  What Gods r e c o g n iz e d  by  th e  s t a t e  h a s  he 

n o t  h o n o u red ?"  The n e x t  t o p i c  d e a l s  w th th e  c o n se q u e n c e s  o f  an  

a rg u m e n t; e . g .  e d u c a t io n  l e a d s  b o th  t o  u n p o p u la r i ty ,  w hich i s  b a d , 

and wisdom , w hich i s  good ; and th e  n e x t ,  w hich  d e a l s  w ith  two 

opposed c o u r s e s ,  e a c h  y i e l d i n g  b o th  a  good and  a  bad r e s u l t ,  i s  

i l l u s t r a t e d  by  th e  p r i e s t e s s  a d v is e d  h e r  so n  n o t  t o  ta k e  up 

p u b l i c  sp eak in g »  "F o r i f  you sa y  w hat i s  r i g h t ,  men w i l l  h a te  y o u , 

i f  you sa y  w hat i s  w rong, th e  Gods w i l l  h a t e  you " ( A r i s t o t l e ,  

R h e to r i c , 1399a-) .  A rn h a r t  s p e c u la t e s  t h a t  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  S o c ra te s  

d raw s i n  th e  f i r s t  exam ple i s  b e tw een  th e  a p p e a ra n c e  and th e  

r e a l i t y  o f  p i e t y .  He c o n c lu d e s ,  j u s t i f i a b l y ,  from  th e s e  and o th e r  

ex am p les  g iv e n  a t  t h i s  p o in t  o f  th e  book  t h a t  A r i s t o t l e 's  v iew  i s  a s  

f o l lo w s :

B o th  th e  l i f e  and th e  te a d a n g s  o f  S o c ra te s  draw  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw een  c o n v e n tio n  and 
n a tu r e  and b e tw een  th e  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e .  U n lik e  th e  
S o p h is t s ,  how ever, S o c ra te s  d o e s  n o t  w ant t o  underm ine 
th e  p u b l ic  c o n v e n t i o n s - p a r t i c u l a r l y  w ith  r e s p e c t  t o  
p i e t y -  b e c a u se  th e s e  a r e  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  s u p p o r t in g  
s t a n d a r d s  o f  j u s t i c e  t h a t  c o u ld  n o t  b e  m a in ta in e d  f o r  
m ost men in  an y  o th e r  w a y .. .A  n o b le  r h e t o r i c  d ep e n d s  upon 
th e  w id esp read  and u n q u e s t io n in g  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  c e r t a i n  
s t a n d a r d s  o f  p u b l ic  m o r a l i t y .  A lth o u g h  th e s e  s ta n d a r d s  
may be u n a b le  t o  w ith s ta n d  r a t i o n a l  e x a m in a tio n , th e y  a r e  
th e  o n ly  s ta n d a r d s  a c c e p ta b le  f o r  m ost men. F o r i f  one 
dem anded t h a t  a l l  men r a t i o n a l l y  exam ine t h e i r  o p in io n  
a b o u t m o r a l i ty ,  th e  r e s u l t  would be  n o t  t o  c r e a t e  
r a t i o n a l  m o r a l i ty ,  b u t  t o  th ro w  m ost men i n t o  su ch  d o u b ts  
a b o u t p u b l i c  m o r a l i ty  t h a t  th e y  would te n d  t o  y i e l d  t o
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t h e i r  ig n o b le  p r i v a t e  d e s i r e s . ^

T h is  i s  n o t  t o  sa y  t h a t  A r i s t o t l e  d e p r e c i a t e s  th e  r o l e  o f  r e a s o n  

in  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  -o n  th e  c o n t r a r y ,  he a s s e r t s  i t  s t r o n g ly  

r i g h t  a t  th e  s t a r t  o f  h i s  R h e to r ic  -  th e  s y l lo g is m  a s  u sed  by  th e  

r h e t o r i c i a n  i s  a  l o g i c a l  d e d u c t io n  from  an  o p in io n  h e ld  by  h i s  

au d ie n c e  w hich i s  o n ly  p a r t i a l l y  c o r re c t .^

A r i s t o t l e ' s  v iew  o f  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  p h ilo s o p h y  

and common o p in io n  seem s t o  be a s  d e e p ly  p e s s i m i s t i c  a s  P l a t o ' s .

Of th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  S o c r a te s  s a y s ,  " th e  w hole r a b b le  w i l l  j o i n  th e  

m a id s e rv a n ts  in  la u g h in g  a t  h im , a s  from  in e x p e r ie n c e  he w a lk s  . 

b l i n d l y  and s tu m b le s  i n t o  e v e ry  p i t f a l l , "3 and t h i s  i s  b e c a u se  

" P h i l o s o p h y , . . . t h e  lo v e  o f  wisdom , i s  im p o s s ib le  f o r  th e  

m u l t i t u d e ."  T h is  p ess im ism  em erges a s  a  w a rn in g  t o  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  

i n  th e  (S tatesm an :

I t  seem s t o  f o l lo w  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  an  i n v a r i a b l e  r u l e  
w hich th e s e  i m i t a t i v e  c o n s t i t u t i o n s  m ust obey i f  th e y  . 
mean t o  r e p ro d u c e ,  a s  f a r  a s  th e y  c a n ,  t h a t  one r e a l  
c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  w hich  i s  gov ern m en t by  a  r e a l  s ta te s m a n  
u s in g  r e a l  s t a t e c r a f t .  They m ust a l l  k eep  s t r i c t l y  t o  
th e  law s  once th e y  have b een  l a i d  down and n e v e r  t r a n s -  • 
g r e s s  w r i t t e n  e n a c tm e n ts  o r  e s t a b l i s h e d  n a t i o n a l  c u s to m s .-^

I  w i l l  a rg u e  t h a t  P la to  b e l i e v e s  i t  i s  e x a c t l y  th e  man who s e e s  

th e  d e f e c t s  o f  th e  law s m ost c l e a r l y  who c a n " 'a ls o  be. t h e i r  m ost 

v ig o ro u s  d e f e n d e r .^

1

2
A r n h a r t , A r i s t o t l e  on P o l i t i c a l  R e a so n in g  ( I 9 8 I ) , p p .1 5 0 -3 .

A r n h a r t , A r i s t o t l e  on P o l i t i c a l  R e a so n in g , p . 7 ; A r i s t o t l e ,  
R het o r i c ,1 3  5 ^ a ,1 3  57a.

^ P l a t o , T h e a e te tu s . 1 7 4 c ; R e p u b l ic , 4 ç 4 a .  .
/Lf ’ \ . '

P l a t o , S ta te s m a n , 3 0 0 e -3 0 1 a ; se e  a l s o  A nastap lo ,"H um an  B ein g  and 
C i t i z e n " ( 1 9 6 4 ). ü t r a u s s . The C ity  oc th e  r a n  ( 1 9 6 4 ; ,p .  125 ; C a irn s ,  
" P la to  a s  J u r i s t " ,(^1 9 4 2 ; , p . 2 8 9 .

I  a g r e e  w ith  ^ ^ u in t i l i a n  ( I n s t i t u t i o  u r a t o r i a , I I , x v . 2 4 -3 2 )  t h a t  
P l a t o 's  a t t a c k s  on r h e t o r i c  a r e  th e m s e lv e s  r h e t o r i c a l  and do n o t 
r e p r e s e n t  h i s  c o n s id e re d  view  —  se e  a b o v e ,p p .9 O -I ,
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I  would s u g g e s t  t h e n  t h a t  t h e  o n ly  e s c a p e  from  t h e  •.•.dilemma 

S w if t  s e t s  i s  f o r  t h e  w ise  man t o  d e fe n d  t h e  'common f o r m s '  a g a i n s t  

t h e  ' k n a v e s ' .  Even h e r e  t h e  p ro b lem s  s e t  by  t h e  d i g r e s s i o n  do n o t  

en d .  T h ere  i s ,  a s  we have s e e n ,  an  i m p l i c i t  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e en  

t h o s e  who b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  'common f o r m s ' ,  and t h o s e  who do  n o t  

d i s t u r b  them p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  " s t u b b o r n  

Ignorance* ' o f  t h o s e  who do n o t  b e l i e v e  i n  them . I t  i s  p r e c i s e l y  

t h i s  " s tu b b o r n  Ig n o ra n c e "  w hich a l l o w s  t h e  'k n a v e '  t o  p r o s e l y t i s e  

t h e s e  l a t t e r  so e a s i l y .  S w i f t  i m p l i e s  t h a t  o n ly  t h o s e  who do  n o t  

b e l i e v e  i n  t h e ' f o r m s '  can  ju d g e  a s  t o  w hich  a r e  w o r th  d e f e n d i n g .

T h is  l e a d s  one t o  w onder how d e f e n d e r s  o f  t h e  ' f o r m s '  a r e  t o  be 

c r e a t e d ,  s i n c e  t h e y  m ust p o s s e s s  a  knowledge w hich  S w i f t  w arns  u s  

must n o t  be com m unica ted .  M oreover,  n o t  o n ly  i s  t h e r e  a  p r a c t i c a l  • 

need  f o r  ' c u r i o s i t y ' ,  b u t , a s  we have s e e n ,  t h e r e  a r e  h i n t s  t h a t  

S w if t  v a l u e s  m an 's  i n n a t e  lo v e  o f  know ledge more t h a n  would a t  

f i r s t  a p p e a r .  For t h e s e  r e a s o n s  t h e  'cu rious*  man would b o th  need  and 

want t o  l e a d  o t h e r s  on t o  t h e  d i s c o v e r i e s  he h i m s e l f  h a s  made; b u t  

a s  soon a s  we say  t h i s  we a r e  b ac k  t o  t h e  a t t a c k  on 'u n m a s k in g ' ,  

w here ,  a s  l e a v i s  s a y s ,  we f i n d  S w if t  when we e x p e c te d  t o  f i n d  t h e  

n a iv e  p e r s o n a .  T here  i s  a  t e n s i o n  b e tw een  ' c u r i o s i t y '  and 

' c r e d u l i t y '  which ca n  o n ly  p a r t i a l l y  be  r e s o l v e d  th ro u g h  t h e  w ise  

m an 's  d e f e n c e  o f  t h e  'common f o r m s ' .

We can  i n f e r  from  t h e s e  p a r a g r a p h s  t h a t  some p e o p le  f i n d  h a p p i 

n e s s  o f  a  s o r t  t h ro u g h  l e a r n i n g ,  and o t h e r s  do  n o t .  T here  i s  a  

d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n ,  on t h e  one h a n d , t h o s e  who "Shape ( t h e i r )  

U n d e r s ta n d in g  by  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  Human L e a rn in g "  and re m a in  i n  a  

" s t a t e  o f  S e r e n i ty "  d e s p i t e  t h e i r  know ledge o f  t h e i r  own and  o t h e r  

p e o p l e ' s  ' ‘I n f i r m i t i e s " ,  and t h e  ' c u r i o u s '  p h i l o s o p h e r  who h a s  a  

p a s s i o n  f o r  know ledge ; an d ,  on t h e  o t h e r ,  t h o s e  who b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  

'common forms*, o r  who p r o p a g a te  and a r e  d i s p o s e d  t o  b e l i e v e  "Gant
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and V i s i o n " .  I  would a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n a ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  show® 

n o t  t h a t " h u m a n k in d " in  g e n e r a l ,  b u t  t h a t  some men i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,

' 'c an n o t  b e a r  to o  much r e a l i t y " .  We remember t h a t ,  a t  t h i s  moment 

i n  t h e  work a t  l e a s t ,  t h e  p e r s o n a  i s  n o t  h i m s e l f  ' c u r i o u s ' ,  b u t  

em barks on h i s  e n q u i r i e s  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  t h i s  v e r y  ty p e  o f  e n q u i r y  

i s  " t h e  l a s t  d e g r e e  o f  p e r v e r t i n g  N a tu r e " ,  and " in  o r d e r  t o  sav e  t h e  

C h arg es  o f  a l l  such  e x p e n s iv e  Anatomy f o r  t h e  Time t o  come.'' The 

p e r s o n a ,  i n  o t h e r  w o rd s ,  c r o s s e s  a  g ap  t h a t  sh o u ld  b e  c r o s s e d  o n ly  

by t h o s e  w i th  a  c e r t a i n  s o r t  o f  d i s p o s i t i o n .  I t  i s  n o t  a  m a t t e r  o f  

i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  b u t  o f  two c o n f l i c t i n g  n o t i o n s  o f  h a p p i n e s s .

'C r e d u l i t y '  r e f e r s  t o  a  s t a t e  o f  mind w hich i s  n o t  m e re ly  ' i g n o r a n t '  

b u t  ' s t u b b o r n l y ' s o .  Many men r e s i s t  a c t i v e l y  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  

a  'm ig h ty  • L e v e l '  t o  h a p p i n e s s ;  n o r  do th e y  e n jo y  knowing o r  l e a r n i n g  

f o r  i t s  own s a k e .  Such men sh o u ld  n o t  be  ex posed  t o  t h e  'D e p th s '  

i n  S w i f t ' s  v iew . T h e i r  a n t i p a t h y  t o  p h i lo s o p h y  means t h a t  t h e  

d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  'common f o r m s '  would m ere ly  l e a v e  t h e i r  " ig n o b le ,  

p r i v a t e  d e s i r e s " ,  i n  A r n h a r t ' s  t e r m s ,  o r  d i s p o s e  them t o  a d o p t  some- 

o t h e r ,  h a rm fu l  d e l u s i o n .  For t h e  ' c u r i o u s '  p h i l o s o p h e r  t h e  p rob lem  

th e n  becomes one o f  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  b e tw een  t h e s e  two g ro u p s  and 

com m unica t ing  on a  d ee p  l e v e l  o n ly  t o  t h o s e  whose tem peram en t i s  

s i m i l a r  t o  h i s  own.

P u t  l i k e  t h i s ,  t h e  s o l u t i o n  seems s im p le ;  t h e  ' c u r i o u s '  

■ p h i lo so p h e r  sh o u ld  gauge t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  h i s  l i s t e n e r s  i n  p r i v a t e .  

Any a t t e m p t  a t  com m unica t ing  p u b l i c l y  would ex p o se  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  

o b j e c t i o n  t h a t  P l a t o  l e v e l s  a t  w r i t i n g ;

The c o m p o s i t io n ,  w h a te v e r  i t  may b e ,  d r i f t s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  
p l a c e ,  g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  h an d s  n o t  o n ly  o f  t h o s e  who 
u n d e r s ta n d  i t  b u t  e q u a l l y  o f  t h o s e  who have no b u s i n e s s  
w i th  i t ;  i t  d o e s n ' t  know how t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  r i g h t  p e o p le ,  
and n o t  a d d r e s s  t h e  wrong. .And when i t  i s  i l l - t r e a t e d  
and ab u sed  i t  a lw a y s  n ee d s  i t s  p a r e n t s  t o  come t o  i t s  
h e l p ,  b e in g  u n a b le  t o  d e f e n d  o r  h e l p  i t s e l f .  1

1
P l a t o ,  P h a e d r u s ,2 7 5 e .
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I f  o u r  a rg u m en t  i s  c o r r e c t  and S w i f t  was h i m s e l f  ' c u r i o u s ' ,  we would 

e x p e c t  him t o  do more th a n  u p h o ld  t h e  'common f o r m s '  -we would e x p e c t  

him t o  com m unicate  t h e  t r u t h  a s  he saw i t ,  b u t  t h i s  w i th o u t  

'u n m a s k i n g ' .

I I  "A D i g r e s s i o n  on M adness" —  The R h e t o r i c  o f  P h i l o s o p h y .

At t h i s  p o i n t ,  I  would a r g u e ,  s tu d y  o f  t h e  form  and  th e  

c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  T a le  m erge .  P a r t  o f  S w i f t ' s  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  p rob lem  

t o  which he h a s  l e d  u s  r e s i d e s  i n  t h e  m anner i n  w hich  he l e a d s  u s  t o

i t .  L e t  u s  assum e t h a t  t h e  a d v i c e  S w i f t  g i v e s  t o  t h e  ' c u r i o u s '

p h i l o s o p h e r  i s  " d e f e n d  t h e  common forms'*. T h i s  a d v i c e  i t s e l f  i s  

n o t  a  d e f e n c e  o f  t h e  common form s': i t  i s  S w i f t ' s  m essag e ,  a im ed

o n ly  a t  t h e  ' c u r i o u s ' .  H is  m anner o f  g i v i n g  t h a t  a d v i c e  w i l l  t h e r e ^

f o r e  show how t o  aim  m essag es  o n ly  a t  t h e  ' c u r i o u s ' .

I t  i s  w o r th  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  r e a c t i o n s  t h a t  t h e s e  p a r a g r a p h s  have 

p ro d u ced  i n  v a r i o u s  r e a d e r s .  We s t a r t e d  from  a  p o i n t  o f  v iew  — 

L e a v i s ' s — w hich  was t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  an  e x t r e m e ly  c l o s e  r e a d i n g .  

However, i t  sh o u ld  be n o te d  t h a t  t h e  d i g r e s s i o n s  w ere n o t  t h e  f i r s t  

t h i n g  t h a t  s t r u c k  r e a d e r s  o f  t h e  T a l e . The a l l e g o r y  was t h e  f o c u s  o f  

a t t e n t i o n ,  th o u g h  t h e r e  was a  d i v i s i o n  o f  o p in io n  a s  t o  i t s  

o r th o d o x y .^  An e a r l y  c r i t i c  was e x c e p t i o n a l  i n  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  

d i g r e s s i o n s  and seems t o  r e c o g n i s e  t h i s :  " . . . ( i t  i s )  i m p o s s ib l e  f o r  a  

r e a d e r  w i th  enough p e n e t r a t i o n  and judgem en t t o  u n d e r s ta n d  t h e  

d e l i c a t e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e s e  i r o n i e s  t o  be  i m p a t i e n t  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  

main s u b j e c t " . ^  The p a r a g r a p h s  we a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  come a t  t h e  c e n t r e

^ S w i f t .  The C r i t i c a l  H e r i t a g e ,e d ;  W il l ia m s ,co m p are  p p . 1 9 7 , 5 6 , 6 0 , :
128,227.

^ ( 1 7 2 1 ) i n  S w if t .T h e  C r i t i c a l  H e r i t a g e . e d ;  W i l l i a m s , p . 5 4 .
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o f  a  d i g r e s s i o n  w hich i s  i t s e l f  to w a rd s  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  T a le  o f  a  

Tub vo lum e. I n  f a c t  t h e y  o c c u r  a t  t h e  m ost u n o b t r u s i v e  p l a c e  i n  t h e  

work t h a t  one c o u ld  im a g in e .  M oreover S w i f t ,  a s  t h r o u g h o u t ,  

e n c o u ra g e s  h i s  r e a d e r s  s im p ly  t o  e n jo y  t h e  f lo w  o f  w i t  and n o t h i n g  

m ore. A l l  t h i s  means t h a t  t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  t h e  '^ D ig ress io n "  ca n  be 

m is se d .

Modern c r i t i c s  who d e a l  w i th  t h e  ^ D ig re s s io n *  s e l e c t  a r b i t r a r i l y  

one o r  o t h e r  o f  t h e  two t e rm s  o f  t h e  d ilem m a S w if t  s e t s  u s  , a s  

L e a v i s  h i m s e l f  d o e s ,  d e s p i t e  h i s  p e r c e p t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  d ilem m a. 

T hese p a r a g r a p h s  ca n  be  s ee n  i n  two d i f f e r e n t  ways, b o t h  o f  them 

s i m p l i s t i c , l i k e  W i t t g e n s t e i n ' s  p i c t u r e  o f  a  d u c k ' s  head  w hich  i s  a l s o  

a  r a b b i t ' s  h e a d .  Once t h i s  f a c t  i s  n o t i c e d  t h e r e  i s  b e w i ld e r m e n t ,  

w hich h e r e  a g a in  we ca n  d i s t i n g u i s h  a c c o r d i n g  t o  wAiether i t  i s  

i n t r i g u e d  o r  d i s m i s s i v e .  L e a v i s ' s  r e a d i n g  i s  a  f i n e  exam ple  o f  t h e  

l a t t e r . ^  ( l  u se  ' d i s m i s s i v e '  i n  a  v e r y  b ro a d  s e n s e  h e r e  t o  r e f e r  t o  

t h o s e  c r i t i c s  who d en y  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  c o h e r e n t  m eaning beyond t h e  

c o n t r a d i c t i o n s ) .  A good exam ple o f  ' i n t r i g u e d '  r e a d i n g  i s  Le C l e r c ' s  

com tem porary  a p p r a i s a l :  "How d i f f i c u l t  i t  i s  ev e ry w h ere  t o  ju d g e

what h i s  v iew s  a r e ;  i t  i s  b e t t e r  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a y  a r e  n o t  a s  bad. a s  

t h e y  h av e ,  t o  some p e o p l e , a p p e a r e d  t o  b e"  ( S w i f t , The C r i t i c a l  

H e r i t a g e , p . 6 0 ).

The c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  c e r t a i n  p a s s a g e s  i n  S w i f t ' s  work have  l e d  

c r i t i c s  t o  a rg u e  t h a t  t h e y  c o n s t i t u t e  a t t e m p t s  t o  i n v o l v e ,  humble 

and  e d u c a t e  t h e  r e a d e r ,  u s i n g  a  method d e v e lo p e d  by  t h e  a n c i e n t

d i a l e c t i c i a n s ,  i n  w hich  t h e  r e a d e r  o r  i n t e r l o c u t o r  i s  in d u c e d  t o  g iv e

2a s s e n t  t o  a  p o s i t i o n  which i s  t h e n  r e f u t e d .  H is  aim  i s  t o  shock  t h e

^ See p.(  ̂ ab o v e . .

^  S a m s - . ," d w if t 's  C fL ii=  o f  U.e Second P e rs o n  " (1 9 5 9 ) .
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r e a d e r  i n t o  q u e s t i o n i n g  h i s  d e e p e s t  a s s u m p t io n s ,  o r  t e a c h  him t o  

make t h e  c a r e f u l  d i s t i n c t i o n s  t h a t  w i l l  p r o t e c t  him from  d e l u s i v e  

r h e t o r i c . ^  S c h a e f f e r  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h i s  p r o d u c e s  " a  f i n e l y  g r a d u a t e d  

h i e r a r c h y  o f  more p e r c e p t i v e  readers . '*  As w e l l  a s  b e i n g  e d u c a t e d ,  

t h e s e  "more p e r c e p t i v e  re ad e rs* ' w i l l  have t h e i r  en jo y m en t  i n c r e a s e d  

by t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  l e s s  p e r c e p t i v e  r e a d e r s  who have n o t  p e n e t r a t e d
p

t h e  i r o n y .  P re su m ab ly  t h e s e  l e s s  p e r c e p t i v e  r e a d e r s  w i l l  n o t  be 

e d u c a te d  o r  p r o t e c t e d  a g a i n s t  d e l u s i v e  r h e t o r i c ,  b u t  s u r e l y  i t  i s  

p r e c i s e l y  t h e s e  who need  su ch  p r o t e c t i o n  m o s t .  I t  i s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  

t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  S w i f t ' s  c o m p l e x i t i e s  a s  p r i m a r i l y  d i d a c t i c  i n  i n t e n t .

S c h a e f f e r  h i m s e l f  s u g g e s t s  an  a l t e r n a t i v e  v iew  - t h a t  S w if t  s im p ly

e n jo y s  d e c e i v i n g  h i s  r e a d e r s ,  and o f f e r s  h i s " m o re  p e r c e p t i v e  re ad e rs* '

t h e  same e n jo y m e n t— t h e  T a le  a c t u a l l y  p ro d u c e s  f o o l i s h  r e a d e r s ,  a s

w e l l  a s  t e a c h i n g  o t h e r s  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  c a r e f u l l y .  U sing  t h e  same

e v id e n c e  a s  S c h a e f f e r  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  d en y  t h a t  S w i f t ' s  aim  was to

i n s t r u c t  a t  a l l ;  " S w i f t  w i l l  a lw a y s  e n t r a p  t h e  r e a d e r  i f  he can  and

d e l i g h t  i n  t h e  t r i c k .  B ut t h e  r e a d e r  whom he cannot • f o o l  i s  t h e

one he i s  r e a l l y  a f t e r , q u a s i  a l t e r  e g o . Such a  one i s  h i s  t r u e  and

p r i v a t e  a u d i e n c e . . . I r o n y  i s  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  a  s o r t  o f  g e i g e r  c o u n t e r ,

by  w hich he f i n d s  o u t  h i s  p r o p e r  r e a d e r ." '  ^ T h i s  v iew  i s  b o rn e  o u t  by

th e  g l e e f u l n e s s  o f  t h e  S c r i b l e r i a n s  when G u l l i v e r ' s  T r a v e l s  was
4re a d  a s  an  a c t u a l  voyage h i s t o r y .  A d e l i b e r a t e  i n t e n t i o n  t o  e x c lu d e

U p h au s ,The I m p o s s ib le  O b s e r v e r , c h a p . 1; S c h a e f f e r “Them T h a t  Speak 
And Them T h a t  Heai5( 1 9 7 3 ) .  See McGowan, M ontaigne ' s  D e c e i t s ! 1974), 
p . 5 7 , f o r  a n o t h e r  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h i s  m ethod.

2
S c h a e f fe r ," T h e m  T hat Speak and Them T h a t  Hear*

^ B ro n so n ,"T h e  V / r i t e r " ( l 9 6 8 ) ; q u o te d  i n  S t e e l e ,  J o n a th a n  S w i f t . 
P r e a c h e r  and  J e s t e r , p . 75 .

S w if t .T h e  C r i t i c a l  H e r i t a g e , e d , W i l l i a m s . p p . 6 l - 4 :  F o r  t h e  
p u z z l i n g l y  s o l i d  and u n i r o n i c  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  G u l l i v e r ' s  T r a v e l s  
see  Rawson, G u l l i v e r  and t h e  G e n t l e  R e a d e r .p p . 9 -1 0 .
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c e r t a i n  r e a d e r s  i s  a l s o  im p l i e d  i n  t h e  Apology t o  th e  T a l e , where

t h e  key  word i s  ' d i s t i n g u i s h ' ,  and S w i f t ' s  a u d ie n c e  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o

t h e  'men o f  t a s t e '  who can  d i s t i n g u i s h  and t h e  o t h e r s  who c a n n o t .

Here he w is h e s ,

. . . t h a t  h i s  F a u l t s  may n o t  be  m u l t i p l y 'd  by t h e  i g n o r a n t ,  
t h e  u n n a t u r a l ,  and u n c h a r i t a b l e  A p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  who 
have n e i t h e r  Candor t o  suppose  good M ean ings ,  n o r  p a l a t e  
t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t r u e  Ones-,

and g o e s  on t o  d e c l a r e  t h a t  " . . . t h e r e  g e n e r a l l y  r u n s  an  I r o n y  th ro u g h  

t h e  t h r e a d  o f  t h e  whole Book, w hich t h e  Men o f  T a s t  w i l l  o b s e rv e  and 

d i s t i n g u i s h . . . " ( T a l e , p p . 4 - 5 , 8 ) .  Le C l e r c ,  one o f  S w i f t ' s  e a r l y  

c r i t i c s ,  found c l e a r  e v id e n c e  i n  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  w hale and t h e  t u b  

( T a l e , p p . 4 0 - l )  t h a t  t h e  T a le  aimed t o  f o o l  i t s  . r e a d e r s . ^

For S w i f t ,  i r o n y  bord.ered on hoax*, t h e  B i c k e r s t a f f  p am p h le ts ,  f o r

2i n s t a n c e ,  can  be e i t h e r ,  d e p e n d in g  on t h e  s e n s i t i v i t y  o f  t h e  r e a d e r .  

In  a  p a s s a g e  in  Cadenus and V anessa  S w if t  l a y s  down some r u l e s  f o r  

"those^who. aim a t  r i d i c u l e " ,  a r g u in g  t h a t  t h e y  " . . . s h o u l d  f i x  upon 

some c e r t a i n  r u l e , /  which f a i r l y  h i n t s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  i n  j e s t , /  E l s e  

he ( t h e  d u p e )  must e n t e r  h i s  p r o t e s t ; /  F o r ,  l e t  a  man be n e ' e r  so
3

w i s e , /  He may be c a u g h t  w i th  s o b e r  l i e s  " i r o n y  r e t a i n e d  i t s

c l a s s i c a l ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  S o c r a t i c ,  l i n k s  w i th  d e c e p t i o n  f o r  t h e
A

A u g u s t a n s . i n  g e n e r a l .  T h is  d o e s  n o t  a lw a y s  mean t h a t  t h e  e x c lu d e d  

r e a d e r  i s  s im p ly  b e in g  la u g h e d  a t .  O f te n  he i s  b e in g  c a r e f u l l y

Le C l e r c ( 1 7 2 1 ) i n  d w i f t .T h e  C r i t i c a l  H e r i t a g e , e d . W i l l i a m s , p . 59. 

P a u l s o n , The F i c t i o n s  o f  S a t i r e , p p .1 3 9 -6 2 .

S w i f t , Com plete Poems. p .1 4 7 .

Knox,The Word I r o n y  and I t s  C o n te x t  1 5 0 0 -1 7 5 5 ( 1 9 6 1 ) , p p . 4 5 -5 5 :
W a t t , "The I r o n i c  T r a d i t i o n  i n  A ugustan  P ro se  from S w i f t  t o  
J o h n s o n " ( 1 9 5 7 ) ;  Novak, " D e f o e 's  Use o f  I r o n y " , ( I 9 6 6 ) ;
S c h i l l i n g ,  Dryden and t h e  C o n s e r v a t iv e  M yth, ( I 9 6 I ) . pp 3 7 -4 3 .

For  A r i s t o t l e ,  t h e  i r o n i c  man jo k e s  o n ly  t o  amuse h i m s e l f  (' n h e t o r i c  
1 4 1 9 b ; .  ^ u i n t i l i a n  to o  l i n k s  i r o n y  and d i s s i m u l a t i o n  and 
i n s t a n c e s  t h e  l i f e  o f  ü c e r a t e s  ( I n s t i t u t i o  u r a t o r i a , I I , x v  24-32*
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m a n ip u la t e d ,  a s  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  D e f o e 's  S h o r t e s t  way w i th  t h e

D i s s e n t e r s  ( 1 7 0 2 ) ,  w hich f i r s t  b r o u g h t  t h e  te rm  ' i r o n y '  i n t o  common

use  among t h e  A u g u s ta n s .^  H ere ,  D e f o e 's  p e r s o n a  i s  a  High Churchman

w i th  a  f a n a t i c a l  h a t r e d  f o r  N o n c o n fo rm is ts .  Q u i te  d e l i b e r a t e l y ,  Defoe

a l lo w e d  h i s  f e l l o w  N o n c o n fo rm is ts  t o  t a k e  him l i t e r a l l y  i n  o r d e r  t o

s t i r  them up from t h e i r  a n a th y ,  w h i le  c o v e r t l y  p a r o d y in g  th e  High 
2

Churchmen. A r e l a t i v e l y  s im p le  exam ple o f  S w i f t ' s  u se  o f  such  

t e c h n i q u e s  i n  t h e  D r a p i e r *s L e t t e r s  i s  b r i l l i a n t l y  e x p l i c a t e d  by 

S h e r id a n ,  an  e a r l y  c r i t i c  and b i o g r a p h e r  o f  S w i f t :

But I  w i l l  now d e m o n s t r a t e  beyond a l l  c o n t r a d i c t i o n , t h a t  
:'ir. a l p  o le  i s  a g a i n s t  t h i s  p r o j e c t  o f  iMr. Waod and an 
e n t i r e  f r i e n d  t o  I r e l a n d ,  o n ly  by t h i s  one i n v i n c i b l e  
a rg u m e n t;  t h a t  he h a s  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  o p in io n  o f  b e in g  a  
w ise  man, an  a b l e  m i n i s t e r ,  and i n  a l l  h i s  p r o c e e d in g s
p u r s u in g  t h e  t r u e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  King h i s  m a s t e r ;  and
t h a t  a s  h i s  i n t e g r i t y  i s  above a l l  c o r r u p t i o n ,  so i s  h i s  
f o r t u n e  above a l l  t e m p t a t i o n .

By th e  u se  o f  t h i s  i r o n y ,  a  d o u b le  edge weapon, which
he knew how t o  manage w i th  p e c u l i a r  d e x t e r i t y ,  h i s
argum en t c u t  b o th  ways. To th e  b u l k  o f  r e a d e r s  i t  m igh t
p a s s  f o r  a  r e a l a c ^ u i t t a l  o f  _':r. W alpole o f  t h e  c h a rg e
b r o u g h t  a g a i n s t  him , which would an sw e r  one end ; and t o  
t h o s e  o f  more d i s c e r n m e n t ,  i t  o b l i q u e l y  p o in te d  o u t  th e  
t r u e  o b j e c t  o f  t h e i r  r e s e n t m e n t ;  b u t  t h i s  so  g u a r d e d ly ,  
t h a t  i t  was im p o s s ib l e  t o  make any s e r i o u s  c h a rg e  a g a i n s t  
th e  a u t h o r  o f  h i s  h a v in g  such  a  d e s i g n .

( S w i f t .  The C r i t i c a l  H e r i t a g e , e d .  K a th le e n  W i l l i a m s ,1970, p .  2 3 3 i

A cco rd in g  t o  S h e r id a n  c o n c e a lm e n t  was a  way o f  l i f e  f o r  S w i f t ,  who

was c o n t e n t  n o t  t o  be g e n e r a l l y  c o n s id e r e d  t h e  p ro fo u n d  m ora l
3

p h i l o s o p h e r  which i n  f a c t  he was.

To r e t u r n  t o  t h e  " D i g r e s s i o n  on M adness": i f  my a n a l y s i s  of t h e

Knox, The ■ word I r o n y  , p p . 2 4 -8 .

Novak, "Defoe ' s u se  o f  I r o n y ," . f o r  t h e  c o m p l e x i t i e s  t h a t  o f t e n  l u r k  
b e n e a th  an a p p a r e n t  s i n c e r i t y  and m o d e ra t io n  i n  t h e  A ugustan  Age 
se e  a l s o  A v ick e r  and H i r s t ,  " R h e to r i c  and D i s g u i s e :  P o l i t i c a l  = 
Language and P o l i t i c a l  Argument in  Absalom and A c h i t o p h e l " ( I 9 8 I ) .  
See addenda .

S h e r id a n ,  L i f e  o f  t h e  Rev. D r. J o n a th a n  S w if t  (1 7 8 4 ) .
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" D i g r e s s i o n "  i s  c o r r e c t ,  i t  h a s  g r e a t  c o m p le x i ty ;  as su m in g  a l s o ,  f o r  

t h e  p u rp o s e s  o f  argum ent,  t h a t  t h i s  c o m p le x i ty  i s  t o t a l l y  w i t h i n  

S w i f t ' s  c o n t r o l ,  t h e n  i t  m ust be e x p l a i n e d  i n  one o f  t h e  two ways we 

have d i s c u s s e d ,  v iz .  e i t h e r  a s  e d u c a t i n g  o r  a s  e x c lu d in g  r e a d e r s .  My 

s u g g e s t i o n  i s  t h a t  i t  d o e s  b o t h , and t h a t  t h e  form o f  t h e  T a le  

c o n s t i t u t e s  S w i f t ’s  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  a n ta g o n is m  be tw een  ' c u r i o s i t y '  

and ' c r e d u l i t y '  t h a t  he o u t l i n e s  i n  t h e  " D i g r e s s i o n " ,  w hich  t h e r e f o r e  

i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  p ro b lem  i t s e l f . ^

The " D i g r e s s i o n " ,  l i k e  most o f  t h e  T a l e , e n t e r t a i n s  w i th  i t s  

" f a l s e  L i g h t s ,  r e f r a c t e d  A n g le s ,  V a rn is h  and T in s e l . "  I t  a l s o
9

d e f e n d s  t h e  'common f o r m s ' . ' We can  e i t h e r  t a k e  t h e  p e r s o n a ' s  words 

l i t e r a l l y ,  o r  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  r e v e r s e  h i s  judgem en t t o  f i n d  s u p p o r t  

f o r  ' c u r i o s i t y ' .  T h ere  a r e  p ro b lem s  w ith  b o th  r e a d i n g s ,  b u t  n e i t h e r  

o f  t h e  ' b e t r a y a l s ' ,  a s  we have c a l l e d  them , seem sh o c k in g  enough to  

be r e c o g n iz e d  a s  b e t r a y a l s  by  many r e a d e r s .  B o th  r e a d i n g s  a r e  

p o s s i b l e ,  a l t h o u g h  S w if t  w e ig h t s  t h e  b a l a n c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  view t h a t  i t  

i s  a lw a y s  good t o  know t h e  t r u t h  by t h e  im ages o f  t h e  f l a y e d  woman 

and t h e  s t r i p p e d  b e a u ,  w hich s t r i k e  a l l  r e a d e r s  w i th  some im m ediacy. 

Taken i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  t h e  a rg u m en t  f o r  ' c u r i o s i t y '  o b t a in e d  by 

i n v e r t i n g  t h e  p e r s o n a ' s  view  i s  a s  in n o c u o u s  a s  t h a t  f o r  ' c r e d u l i t y ' ,  

p r i n c i p a l l y  b e c a u s e  o f  S w i f t ' s  ex tre m e  v a g u e n e s s  a s  t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  

o f  t h e  u n p l e a s a n t  t r u t h s  he i s  d i s c u s s i n g .  S w if t  d o e s  n o t  s p e l l  o u t  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  'common fo r m s '  have  more k i n s h i p  w i th  ' c r e d u l i t y '

1
In  c o n te m p o ra ry  t e r m s ,  t h e  s i g n i f i e r s  t h e m s e lv e s  form  p a r t  o f  
t h e  s i g n i f i e d ;  f o r  a  view o f  G u l l i v e r ' s  T r a v e l s  which i s  s i m i l a r  
i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  s e e  H o l l y , " T ra v e l  and T r a n s l a t i o n :  T e x t u a l i t y  i n  
G u l l i v e r ' s  T r a v e l s " ( 1 9 7 9 ) .

I t  w i l l  seem s t a r t l i n g  t o  sp ea k  o f  t h e  T a le  a s  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  
'common fo r m s '  when i t  was d e c r i e d  i n  some q u a r t e r s  a s  t h e  work 
o f  an  a t h e i s t ,  b u t  see  pJOLf.

See Rawson, G u l l i v e r  and t h e  G e n t l e  R e a d e r , p p . 3 4 -7 ,  f o r  t h e  way 
t h e s e  im ages  s t a n d  o u t  from  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  a rg u m en t .
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th a n  ' c u r i o s i t y ' ;  i n  f a c t  he p r e s e n t s  them a s  t h e  san e  a l t e r n a t i v e  

e i t h e r  t o  g l o s s y  d e l u s i o n  o r  d a n g e ro u s  g l im p s e s  o f  t h e  t r u t h .

I  would a rg u e  t h a t  we a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  in te n d e d  t o  see  t h a t  

t h e r e  i s  a  dilem m a in  t h e s e  p a r a g r a p h s ,  and f a r t h e r ,  t h a t  i f  we d o ,  

we a r e  - t o  u se  B r o n s o n 's  m e ta p h o r -  g i v i n g  a  h ig h  r e a d i n g  on S w i f t ' s  

g e i g e r  c o u n t e r .  To r e c o g n iz e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  dilem m a and t o  t r e a t  

t h e s e  p a r a g r a p h s  a s  t h e  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  t o  a  d i a l e c t i c a l  e n q u i r y  i s  

t o  show o n e s e l f  a  man o f  t a s t e  o r  ' p a l a t e '  o f  a  p e c u l i a r  s o r t ,  f o r  

t h e  t a s t e  w i l l  he f o r  know ledge .  S w i f t ,  i n  o t h e r  words, e n c o u ra g e s  

o n ly  c e r t a i n  re a d .e r s  t o  s p e c u l a t e ,  o r  t o  c o n d u c t  d i a l o g u e s  w i th  him, 

a s  P l a t o  i m p l i e s  h i s  own p h i l o s o p h i c a l  r e a d e r s  must d o . ^  At t h i s  

p o i n t ,  i n  my v iew , t h e  T a le  can  y i e l d  i t s  s e c r e t .  To a d d r e s s  a l l  

r e a d e r s ,  and t o  say  e i t h e r  t h a t  t h e y  should, s e e k  t h e  t r u t h ,  o r  t h a t  

t h e y  sh o u ld  n o t ,  a s  S w if t  a p p e a r s  t o  d o ,  i s  in n o c u o u s .  t h a t  i s  

d e c i d e d l y  n o t  in n o cu o u s  i s  t o  d e c l a r e  th a . t  some r e a d e r s  shou ld  see k  

c e r t a i n  t r u t h s  and t h a t  o t h e r s  should  n o t ,  and t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  g ro u p  

h a s  a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  second n o t  t o  r e v e a l  t h e i r  d i s c o v e r i e s .

Yet i f  we a r e  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  b o th  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  a t t a c k  on th e  

d e l u s i o n  and t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  a t t a c k  on unm ask ing ,  and t h e  

d i s t i n c t i o n  be tw een  th e  tw o, I  b e l i e v e  t h i s  c o n c lu s i o n  i s  i n e s c a p a b l e .

T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  d en y  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a  w e a l th  o f  a m b i g u i t i e s  i n  

t h e s e  p a r a g r a p h s  ; b u t  t h e  g r e a t  m e r i t  o f  t h i s  t h e o r y  i s  t h a t  i t  can  

e x p l a i n  t h e s e  a s  p a r t  o f  a  c o n s c io u s  r h e t o r i c a l  s t r a t e g y  

n e c e s s i t a t e d  by S w i f t ' s  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r .  As we have see n  th e  

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  l i f e  i n  t h e  'common fo r m s '  i s  h i g h l y  am biguous .

On t h e  one hand t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  ' p a r t i c u l a r  n o t i o n s '  seems 

u n im p o r t a n t  - i t  i s  enough t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  d e p a r t u r e s  from

1 S te ,a b o v e  p .  2 ? .  ■
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common o p in io n  and t h e r e f o r e  t o  he  c e n s u r e d ;  b u t  on t h e  o t h e r  hand 

t h e r e  a r e ,  a s  we have  s e e n ,  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  a  l e s s  r e l a t i v i s t i c  v iew  

- t h e s e  ' p a r t i c u l a r  n o t i o n s '  a r e  s u r e l y  n e a r e r  t h e  t r u t h  i n  some 

o b j e c t i v e  way th a n  t h e  d e l u s i o n s  o f  t h e  ' c r e d u l o u s '  man, f o r  t h e  

l a t t e r  f i n d s  i t  e a s y  t o  p r o s e l y t i s e ,  w h i le  t h e  fo rm e r  i s  o b s t r u c t e d  

by t h e  " s t u b b o r n  Ig n o ra n c e  o f  t h e  P eop le ."  S i m i l a r l y  t h e  p h ra s e  

" p r i v a t e  I n f i r m i t i e s "  i s  h i g h l y  am b ig u o u s .  I s  i t  t h a t  t h e  l e a r n e d  

man i s  aw are  he m igh t  be wrong? Again t h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  p o i n t  o f  

v iew ; i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  " p r i v a t e  I n f i r m i t i e s "  co u ld  r e f e r  t o  t h a t  s e l f  

knowledge t h a t  r e v e a l s  n a t u r a l  human l i m i t a t i o n s ,  w hich  would 

d i s i n c l i n e  i t s  p o s s e s s o r  from  e n t e r i n g  p u b l i c  l i f e  p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  

he i s  w i s e r  t h a n  t h e  common man ( s e e  p . 11 ). In  t h e  f i r s t  o f  e a ch  o f  

t h e s e  p a i r s  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  S w if t  seems t o  d en y  m a n 's  v e ry  

c a p a c i t y  t o  q u e s t i o n  beyond common o p in i o n s  w i th  an y  s u c c e s s ;  i n  t h e  

second  he a d m i t s  t h a t  c a p a c i t y  b u t  d e n i e s  t h a t  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  a c t  

on t h e  know ledge g a in e d  t h e r e b y .

S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  a t t a c k  on unm asking  a t  th e  end o f  t h e  f i r s t  

p a r a g r a p h  may come a s  a  s l i g h t  s u r p r i s e  -we had th o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  

p e r s o n a ' s  a d v i c e  was a g a i n s t  e n q u i r i n g  to o  d e e p ly ,  b u t  now i t  seems 

t h a t  S w i f t  i s  a ssu m in g  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  g ro u p  o f  p e o p le  who have 

e n q u ire d  d e e p ly .  I t  i s  e a s y  n o t  t o  make t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  a n d , I  

b e l i e v e ,  made d e l i b e r a t e l y  so by S w i f t .  As w i th  t h e  " l i f e  i n  t h e  

common fopms'*, t h e  c o n c e rn  w i th  t h e  com m unica t ion  o f  knowledge once 

a c q u i r e d  i s  p h ra se d  a s  i f  i t  were a  c o n c e r n  w i th  t h e  a c q u i r i n g  o f  

know ledge .  The c u r i o u s  m o d u la t io n  i n  to n e  t h a t  L e a v is  n o t i c e d  h a l f  

way th ro u g h  th e  p a r a g r a p h  can  be e x p l a i n e d  a s  t h e  moment when S w if t  

u n o b t r u s i v e l y  s w i t c h e s  from c o n s i d e r i n g  ' c r e d u l i t y '  a s  a  t h r e a t  t o  

t h e  'common f o r m s '  t o  a  view o f  t h a t  same q u a l i t y  a s  a  n e c e s s a r y  

c o n s t i t u e n t  o f  t h o s e  ' f o r m s w h i c h  c a n n o t  t h e r e f o r e  be a t t a c k e d  

d i r e c t l y .  T h ere  i s  a  s i m i l a r  a m b ig u i ty  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  second
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p a r a g r a p h .  We assum e t h a t  when t h e  p e r s o n a  s p e a k s  o f  t h e  w ise  man 

b e i n g  " w e l l  d e c e i v e d " he i s  s p e a k in g  a b o u t  h i m s e l f ,  b u t  he a l s o  

m en t io n s  t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r  who "can  f i n d  o u t  an  A r t  t o  s o d d e r  and p a t c h  

up t h e  F law s and I m p e r f e c t i o n s  o f  N a t u r e , " and t h i s  i n  f a c t  i s  a l l  

t h e  p e r s o n a  can  hope t o  be ( s e e  p .  13 ). A gain  we can  say  t h a t  t h e  

theme o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  t h e  k n o w led g e ab le  man and t h e  common 

peop le  i s  t h e r e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  most o b v io u s  s u b j e c t  i s  t h e  v a lu e  o f  

a c q u i r i n g  know ledge .

In  t h e  n e x t  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  T a le  we f i n d  one o f  S w i f t ' s  many 

s a t i r e s  on e s o t e r i c i s m :

I f  t h e  Header f a i r l y  c o n s i d e r s  t h e  S t r e n g t h  o f  what I  
have advanced  in  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  S e c t i o n ,  I  am co n v in ced  
i t  w i l l  p ro d u ce  a w o n d e rfu l  R e v o lu t io n  i n  h i s  N o t io n s  
and O p in io n s ;  And he w i l l  be a b u n d a n t ly  b e t t e r  p r e p a re d  
t o  r e c e i v e  and t o  r e l i s h  t h e  c o n c lu d in g  P a r t  o f  t h i s  
m ira c u lo u s  T r e a t i s e .  H ead ers  may be d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  
C l a s s e s ,  th e  S u p e r f i c i a l , t h e  I g n o r a n t , and t h e  L ea rned  ; 
and I  have w i th  much F e l i c i t y  f i t t e d  my Pen t o  t h e  
G en iu s  and Advantage o f  e a c h .  The S u p e r f i c i a l  H eader 
w i l l  be s t r a n g e l y  p rovoked  t o  L a u g h t e r . . .T h e  I g n o r a n t  
R eader  (b e tw een  whom and th e  fo r m e r ,  t h e  D i s t i n c t i o n  i s  
e x t r e m e ly  n i c e )  w i l l  f i n d  h i m s e l f  d i s p o s e d  t o  S t a r e , 
which i s  an  a d m ira b le  remedy f o r  i l l  D yes, s e r v e s  t o  
r a i s e  and e n l i v e n  t h e  s p i r i t s ,  amd w o n d e r f u l l y  h e l p s  
P e r s p i r a t i o n . B ut t h e  H eader t r u l y  L e a r n e d , c h i e f l y  
f o r  whose B e n e f i t  I  wake, when o t h e r s  s l e e p ,  and s l e e p  
when o t h e r s  wake, w i l l  h e r e  f i n d  s u f f i c i e n t  M a t t e r  t o  
employ h i s  S p e c u l a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  h i s  L i f e .
( T a l e , p p . 1 8 4 -5 )

I  hope my a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  " D i g r e s s i o n " h a s  shown t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n a  

sp ea k s  more t r u l y  t h a n  he knows h e r e ,  n o t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  o r  t h e  l a s t  

t im e  i n  t h e  T a l e . The r e a d e r  ^  supposed  t o  r e c e i v e  a  " w o n d e r fu l  

R e v o lu t io n  i n  h i s  N otions '*  ( w i th  a l l  t h e  d i s r u p t i v e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  

word " R e v o l u t i o n " i m p l i e s ) .  I f  we t a k e  t h i s  l i t e r a l l y ,  i t  i m p l i e s  

t h e  d e e p ly  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  n a t u r e  o f  S w i f t ' s  c o n c e rn s  i n  t h e  T a l e , and 

th e  s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  h i s  d e s i r e  t o  t e a c h .  However, n o t  o n ly  t h e  

s u p e r f i c i a l ,  b u t  t h e  ' i g n o r a n t '  r e a d e r  a r e  t o  m is s  t h i s  t e a c h i n g .

The f i r s t  w i l l  m e re ly  be  amused; t h e  second w i l l  " s t a r e "  - t h i s ,  I
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b e l i e v e ,  i s  S w i f t ' s  r e i f i e d  a n a lo g y  f o r  th e  s t a t e  o f  b e w i ld e rm e n t  and 

p u zz le m en t  which t h e  T a le  d o e s  in d e e d  in d u c e  i n  many ex? i t s  r e a d e r s .  

Nhy d o e s  S w i f t  b o t h e r  t o  make th e  " e x t r e m e ly  n i c e  D i s t i n c t i o n "  

be tw een  t h e s e  two s e t s  o f  r e a d e r s  who a r e  e q u a l l y  e x c lu d e d  from  h i s  

meaning? The a n sw e r ,  I  be l ieve ,  i s  t h a t  one o f  t h e  most im p o r t a n t  

a im s o f  t h e  T a le  i s  t o  d i s c o v e r  who w an ts  t o  l e a r n  among i t s  r e a d e r s .  

S u p e r f i c i a l i t y  i s  d i f f e r e n t  from ig n o ra n c e  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  w i l f u l  o r  

' s t u b b o r n '  i n  t h e  t e rm s  o f  t h e  “D i g r e s s i o n " .  The l o v e r s  o f  d e l u s i o n  

see  an  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  T a le  f i t t e d  t o  t h e i r  "G en iu s  and Advantage'*; 

how ever,  among t h o s e  who ' s t a r e ' ,  some may become ' l e a r n e d ' .  I t  i s  

p e r h a p s  t h e s e  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  a l r e a d y  t r u l y  " L earned  " who u n d erg o  th e  

"w o n d erfu l  R e v o lu t io n " .  I f  S w if t  i s  s e r i o u s  i n  a  way h e r e ,  t h e n  he 

c o n s i d e r s  t h e  " D i g r e s s i o n "  t o  be  t h e  moment i n  t h e  work most l i k e l y  

t o  p roduce  such  a  r a d i c a l  t r a n s v a l u a t i o n  i n  h i s  r e a d e r .  L e a v i s ' s  

d o u b le  b e t r a y a l  o f  t h e  r e a d e r  shou ld  be s e e n  a s  an  a t t e m p t  t o  

p ro d u c e  " w o n d e r fu l  R e v o l u t io n s "  i n  t h o s e  who a r e  n o t  w i l f u l l y  -

i g n o r a n t ,  b u t  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  d e l u s i o n s  o f  t h o s e  who a r e .

T here  i s ,m o r e o v e r , a n  am biguous l i n k  be tw een  t h e  f i r s t  and second 

s e n t e n c e s  o f  t h e  p r e v io u s  q u o t a t i o n .  Does t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  t y p e s  

o f  r e a d e r  e x p l a i n  how t o  r e a d  t h e  T a l e ? I s  t h e  p e r s o n a ,  i n  o t h e r  

w ords ,  d i s c u s s i n g  h i s  r h e t o r i c a l  s t r a t e g y  - o r  i s  i t  a c t u a l l y  a  

p a r a p h r a s e  o f  what h a s  b een  a rg u e d  i n  t h e " D i g r e s s i o n * ?  1 b e .11eve i t  i s  

L o th .  My a n a l y s i s  would s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h i s  p a r a g ra p h  r e v e a l s

t h a t  t h e  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  p rob lem  o f  how t o  a d d r e s s  o n ly  t h e * c u r i o u s '  

i s  t o  b e  found, i n  th e  v e ry  q u a l i t y  which d i s t i n g u i s h e s  t h e  ' c u r i o u s '  

from t h e  ' c r e d u l o u s ' .  The 'c r e d u l o u s 'm a n  w i l l  be a  ' s u p e r f i c i a l '  

r e a d e r ,  w h i le  t h e  ' c u r i o u s '  man w i l l  p u z z le  o v e r  t h e  t e x t .  S w i f t ' s  

t e x t  e x p l o i t s  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  tem peram en t t o  d e fe n d  t h e  'common 

fo r m s '  i n  an  e n t e r t a i n i n g  m anner,  w h i le ,  on a n o t h e r  l e v e l ,  

ac k n o w led g in g  t h e i r  f a l s i t y ,  b u t  s t i l l  p r o c la im in g  t h e i r  u t i l i t y .



L a t e r  on S w if t  s t a t e s  more c l e a r l y  t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  t h e  T a l e ' s  

a p p e a l  t o  c u r i o s i t y , a s  one o f  t h e  few p a s s i o n s  " r i v e t e d  t o  t h e  . 

i n t e l l e c t "  ( T a l e . f .w if t  wanted h i s  r e a d e r s  t o  s p e c u l a t e  j. 

and co n d u c t  d i a l o g u e s  w i th  h i s  t e x t  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e s o l v e  a l l  i t s  

num erous c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  and a m b i g u i t i e s .  He d i d  t h i s  n o t  o n ly  

b e c a u s e  he c o n s id e r e d  c u r i o s i t y  a  h e a l t h y  p a s s i o n  t o  be d e v e lo p e d  and 

t r a i n e d ,  b u t  a l s o  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  ' c u r i o u s '  from t h e  ' c r e d u l o u s '  

r e a d e r .  In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  I  would s u g g e s t ,  he d i d  n o t  w ish  i t  t o  be 

o b v io u s  t h a t  t h e  p a r a g r a p h s  a r e  n e i t h e r  a  w arn ing  a g a i n s t ,  n o r  an  

i n c i t e m e n t  t o ,  e n q u i r y ,  b u t  r a t h e r  a d v ic e  t o  t h o s e  i n  whose n a t u r e  i t  

i s  t o  e n q u i r e ,  a s  t o  t h e  p r o p e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tw een  knowledge and 

s o c i e t y .  I f  h i s  a rgum en t i s  a s  I  have s t a t e d , t h e n  i t  would b e -  

i l l o g i c a l  f o r  i t  t o  have any o t h e r  fo rm , f o r  i f  i t  did. S w if t  would be 

r e v e a l i n g  t h e  v e ry  g u l f  b e tw een  t h e  ' c u r i o u s '  and t h e  ' c r e d u l o u s '  

w hich he i s  c o u n s e l l i n g  h i s  ' c u r i o u s '  r e a d e r s  t o  o b s c u r e .  We 

c o u ld  say  t h a t ,  p a r a d o x i c a l l y  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e i r  v a g u e n e s s  and 

i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s ,  t h e s e  p a r a g r a p h s  have n o th in g  r e d u n d a n t  a b o u t  them , 

b u t  a r e  a  t o o l  p e r f e c t l y  a d a p te d  f o r  S w i f t ' s  p u rp o s e .  To c l a r i f y  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  " l i f e  i n  t h e  common fo r m s "  co u ld  a l s o  be a  

' c u r i o u s '  l i f e ,  o r  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  betw een  th o s e  who b e l i e v e  d e l u s i o n s  

and t h o s e  who r e f r a i n  from unm asking  them would be t o  d e f e a t  S w i f t ' s  

whole p u r p o s e , which i s  t o  make o n ly  t h e  ' c u r i o u s '  aw are  o f  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  n o t  a l l  men a r e  ' c u r i o u s ' ,  and hence  o f  t h e  need f o r  d i s c r e t i o n .  

What an  example i t  would be i f  S w if t  ap p ea red  i n d i s c r e e t  in  

c o u n s e l l i n g  d i s c r e t i o n l  However, a s  I  have i n t i m a t e d ,  th e .  m ethods 

S w i f t  a c t u a l l y  used i n  com m unica t ing  t h i s  a d v ic e  do  s t a n d  a s  an  

example o f  t h e  s e c r e c y  w hich he a d v i s e d .  H is  d i a l o g u e  i s  co m p le ted  

when i t s  form  i s  con tem pla ted ,  a s  a  p o t e n t i a l  t o o l  f o r  f u t u r e  

' c u r i o u s '  r h e t o r i c i a n s .  T h i s  m eans, how ever,  t h a t  we c a n n o t  u n d e r 

s tan d  S w i f t ' s  f u l l  m eaning u n t i l  we have r e a d  t h e  T a le  c l o s e l y  w i th
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r e g a r d  n o t  o n ly  t o  i t s  u n d e r ly i n g  theme b u t  to  t h e  s t a g e s  by which we 

a r e  l e d  t o ,  o r  e x c lu d e d  from , t h i s  them e. T h i s  j u s t i f i e s  t h e  d u a l  

c o n c e rn  w i th  form  and c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  t h e s i s .
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C h a p te r  2 .  P a r a l l e l s  t o  t h e  " D i g r e s s i o n "  i n  S w i f t ' s  Work.

I  w ish  t o  s u p p o r t  my a rg u m en t  by show ing  t h a t  t h e  

r h e t o r i c a l  s t r a t e g y  d i s c u s s e d  above and t h e  v iew  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  

be tw een  p h i lo s o p h y  and th e  community from  which i t  a r o s e  a r e  b o th  t o  

be found i n  o t h e r  w orks by S w i f t .

We have a l r e a d y  n o te d  a  p a r a l l e l  b e tw een  S w i f t ' s  

Argument a g a i n s t  A b o l i s h in g  C h r i s t i a n i t y  and t h e  " D i g r e s s i o n  on 

M adness" , In  b o th  c a s e s  an  ab u se  w hich we had th o u g h t  p a r t i c u l a r  

and r e c t i f i a b l e  i s  s u d d e n ly  shown t o  be a  g e n e r a l  and i n t e g r a l  p a r t  

o f  s o c i e t y  ( s e e  p .  8 ) .  I t  h a s  b een  a rgued  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  c r o s s 

c u r r e n t  o f  i r o n i e s  i n  t h e  work, which i s  r e v e a l e d  m ost e x p l i c i t l y  in  

t h e  p a s s a g e  q u o te d  ao o v e .  n.ere, t h e  most o b v io u s  a s p e c t  i s  th e  

s a t i r e  on th e  p e r s o n a ' s  a s s u m p t io n  t h a t  t h e  "System s o f  t h e  G o s p e l ,

a f t e r  t h e  F a te  o f  o t h e r  System s i s  g e n e r a l l y  a n t i q u a t e d  and exploded."

From t h i s  p e r s p e c t iv e , S w i f t ,  a s  a  b e l i e v e r  i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  r e l i g i o n ,

a t t a c k s  f r e e - t h i n k e r s  who w r i t e  a s  i f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  were n o t  " o u r  r u l e

o f  F a i t h , and co n f irm ed  by P a r l i a m e n t " ,  o r ,  a l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  who pay  no 

more t h a n  l i p  s e r v i c e  t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a s  an  e x p e d i e n t ,  p u r e l y  c i v i l  

r e l i g i o n  ( l i k e  t h e  p e r s o n ^ .^  However S w if t  i s  a m b iv a le n t  to w a rd s  

t h e  p e r s o n a ' s  'n o m in a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y '  - n o t  o n ly  would, one h a v e V b r e a k  

t h e  e n t i r e  Frame and C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  T h in g s"  t o  r e s t o r e  ' r e a l  

C h r i s t i a n i t y ' ,  a  p r o j e c t  w h ic h , r a t h e r  o d d ly ,  i s  compared t o  " . . . t h e  

P r o p o s a l  o f  H o ra c e , where he a d v i s e s  t h e  Homans, a l l  i n  a  Body, t o

S w i f t ,  P o r k s , I I , p . 2 7 . See D a v i s ' s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h i s  volum e, 
p .x iv  ; Hawson, "The C h a r a c t e r  o f  S w i f t ' s  S a t i r e " ( l 9 7 l ) , p p . 4 l - 2 ;  
W i l le y ,  The E i g h t e e n t h  C e n tu ry  B ack g ro u n d , p . 102 .
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l e a v e  t h e i r  C i t y ,  and s e e k  a  new S e a t ,  i n  some rem o te  P a r t  o f  t h e  

World, by way o f  Cure f o r  t h e  C o r r u p t i o n  i n  t h e i r  M anners" ,  b u t  

"n o m in a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y "  o c c a s i o n a l l y  seems t o  be  a  p r e t t y  good 

s u b s t i t u t e  ;

F o r  t h e  r e s t ,  i t  may p e r h a p s  a d m it  a  C o n t ro v e r s y ,  
w h e th e r  t h e  B a n i s h in g  o f  a l l  N o t io n s  o f  R e l i g io n  
w h a ts o e v e r ,  would be c o n v e n ie n t  f o r  t h e  V u lg a r ,  Not 
t h a t  I  am i n  t h e  l e a s t  o f  O p in io n  w ith  t h o s e ,  who h o ld  
R e l i g io n  t o  have  b ee n  th e  I n v e n t i o n  o f  P o l i t i c i a n s ,  t o  
k eep  t h e  lo w e r  P a r t  o f  t h e  World i n  Awe, by  t h e  F e a r  o f  
i n v i s i b l e  Pow ers;  u n l e s s  ilankind  were t h e n  v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  
from what i t  i s  now: F o r  I  lo o k  upon t h e  Mass, o r  Body

o f  o u r  P e o p le  h e r e  i n  E n g la n d , t o  be  a s  F r e e - t h i n k e r s ,  
t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  a s  s t a u n c h  U n b e l i e v e r s ,  a s  any  o f  t h e  

h i g h e s t  Hank. But I  c o n c e iv e  some s c a t t e r e d  N o t io n s  
a b o u t  a  s u p e r i o r  Power t o  be o f  s i n g u l a r  u s e  f o r  t h e  
common P e o p le ,  a s  f u r n i s h i n g  e x c e l l e n t  M a t e r i a l s  t o  keep  
C h i ld r e n  q u i e t ,  when th e y  grow p e e v i s h ;  and p r o v i d i n g  
T o p ic k s  o f  Amusement i n  a  t e d i o u s  W in te r  N i g h t . f .

The p e r s o n a  h e r e  seems t o  be s a t i r i z e d  n o t  so much b e c a u s e  o f  h i s

b e l i e f  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n i t y  i s  m e re ly  a  p o l i t i c a l  e x p e d ie n t  b u t  b e c a u s e

he d o e s  n o t  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  f u l l  e x t e n t  o f  i t s  e x p e d ie n c y .  Rawson

h a s  a rg u ed  t h a t  t h i s  a m b ig u i ty  a r i s e s  b e c a u s e  o f  S w i f t ' s  s u b v e r s i v e

tem peram en t -h e  h i m s e l f  was a  F r e e - t h i n k e r  and t h i s  shows d e s p i t e  h i s
2

r h e t o r i c a l  aim which was t o  a t t a c k  t h e  F r e e - t h i n k e r s .  D a v is  a r g u e s  

t h a t  i t  was p a r t  o f  S w i f t ' s  aim t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  s c e p t i c s  among h i s  

r e a d e r s ,  and t o  j u s t i f y  ' r e a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y '  w i th  a r g u m e n t s ,  ad a p te d
3

t o  t h e i r  u n b e l i e f .  R o b e r t s o n  a c c e p t s  t h a t  S w if t  i s  p r o v in g  t h e  

u t i l i t y  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  t o  t h e  F r e e - t h i n k e r  b u t  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  

p r o j e c t  o f  r e s t o r i n g  ' r e a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y '  even  by  p ra g m a t ic  method.s i s  

doomed t o  f a i l u r e ,  s i n c e  i t s  p r i n c i p l e s  a r e  so f o r e i g n  t o  t h e

^ S w i f t ,  Works I I . p . 34.
9

fThe C h a r a c t e r  o f  S w i f t ' s  S a t i r e " .  

 ̂ S w i f t ,  Works. I l . p . x i x , .
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g e n e r a l i t y  o f  m ankind . S w i f t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  d e f e n d i n g  'n o m in a l  

C h r i s t i a n i t y '  a s  a  p erm an en t  com nrom ise .  Why th e n  d o e s  S w if t  even 

b o t h e r  t o  m en tion  h i s  im p o s s ib ly  h ig h  i d e a l  o f  ' r e a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y ' ?  

R o b e r t s o n ’s an sw er  i s  t h a t  t h e  Argument i s  a d d r e s s e d  t o  two g ro u p s  

o f  r e a d e r s  - b e s i d e s  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h e  u t i l i t y  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  t o  t h e  

f r e e - t h i n k e r s  i t  a l s o  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  w i t t y  r h e t o r i c i a n ,  who i s  h i m s e l f  

a  l o v e r  o f  ' r e a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y '  and shows him by  exam ple t h a t  

a l t h o u g h  t h e  r h e t o r i c i a n  c a n n o t  d e f e n d  what he b e l iev es  i n  m ost d e e p ly ,  

he can  compromise and d e fen d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  v e r s i o n  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  

by a p p e a l i n g  t o  t h e  s e l f i s h  p a s s i o n  which m o t i v a t e s  t h e  F r e e - t h i n k e r . ^  

T here  i s  a  p l a y  on ' r e a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y '  h e r e  s i m i l a r  t o  

t h e  p l a y  on ' r e a s o n '  i n  t h e  " D i g r e s s i o n  on M ad n ess". 'R e a s o n '  i n  t h e  

f i r s t  p a r a g r a p h  i s ,  a s  we have s e e n ,  l i t e r a l l y  common s e n s e  -w h a t  i s  

a c c e p te d  by most p e o p l e - ,  and d e l u s i o n s  a r e  d e f in e d  a s  e c c e n t r i c  

i n n o v a t i o n .  In  th e  n e x t  p a r a g ra p h  how ever,  a  new and r a r e f i e d  s e n s e  

o f  ' r e a s o n '  em erg es ,  by v i r t u e  o f  which t h e  co m m o n -sen s ic a l  ' r e a s o n '  

a p p e a r s  i t s e l f  t o  be a  d e l u s i o n .  S i m i l a r l y ,  a s  S h e r id a n  . 

i n s i g n t i ' u l l y  p o i n t s  o u t ,  t h e  'n o m in a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y '  o f  t h e  p e r s o n a  i s

i n t e n d e d  t o  r o u s e  t h e  A n g l ic a n  r e a d e r  o u t  o f  a  l e t h a r g y  and
2

i n d i f f e r e n c e  r e g a r d i n g  th e  e s t a b l i s h e d  r e l i g i o n .  To do so S w if t  

e x a g g e r a t e s  " . . . h o w  much th e  G en iu s  o f  a  N a t io n  i s  l i a b l e  t o  a l t e r  

i n  h a l f  an  Age, so t h a t  w i t h i n  a  l i f e t i m e  i t  h a s  become a b s u r d  t o
o

d e fe n d  C h r i s t i a n i t y " . In  f a c t ,  t h e  f i r s t  r e a c t i o n  o f  t h e  a v e ra g e  

r e a d e r  i s  suoposed  t o  b e  an  i n d i g n a n t  a s s e r t i o n  o f  t h e i r  own r e a l

^ R o b e r t s o n , " S w i f t ' s  Argument ; The F a c t  and F i c t i o n  o f  F i g h t i n g  
With B e a s t s . "

^ W i l l i a m s , S w i f t . The C r i t i c a l  H e r i t a g e , p p .2 2 9 -3 0 .

- S w i f t ,  Works I I , p . 2 ? .
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b e l i e f  i n  C h r i s t i a n i t y ;  a  r e a c t i o n  which i s  n o t  i n  any  way i n t e r f e r e d  

w i th  by t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a r a g r a p h ,q u o t e d  ab o v e ,  on t h e  d i s r u p t i v e  

e f f e c t s  o f  r e t u r n i n g  t o  ' r e a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y ’ , s i n c e  t h i s  can  be read  

a s  i r o n i c  e x a g g e r a t i o n ,  im p ly in g  t h a t  S w i f t  r e a l l y  s u p p o r t s  t h e  - 

r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  ' r e a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y ' . ^  A c co rd in g  t o  t h e  o t h e r  i n t e r 

p r e t a t i o n ,  a l r e a d y  d i s c u s s e d ,  S w if t  i s  by and l a r g e  i n  ag re e m e n t  w i th  

h i s  p e r s o n a :  he d e f i n e s  ' r e a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y '  a s  s o m e th in g  a t  once

t i m e l e s s  And u n l i k e l y  t o  be a c t u a l i z e d  i n  t i m e ,  l i k e  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  

which u n d e r ly  H o r a t i a n  s a t i r e .  In  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t h e  r e a l  

b e l i e f  o f  most o f  S w i f t ' s  r e a d e r s ,  and. i t s ' o p p o s i t e  - t h e  a p p e a ra n c e  

o f  b e l i e f  which t h e  p e r s o n a  u r g e s -  come t o  r e s e m b le  e a c h  o t h e r  i n  an 

u n ex p e c ted  way. t h a t  have e i t h e r  A n g l ic a n ism  o r  t h e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  

A n g l ican ism  g o t  t o  do w i th  ' r e a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y ' ?  S i m i l a r l y ,  i n  t h e  

" D i g r e s s i o n " ,  'common f o r m s '  and ' c r e d u l o u s '  d e l u s i o n s  a r e  c l o s e r  t o  

e a ch  o t h e r  th a n  e i t h e r  a r e  t o  t h e  ' c u r i o u s '  r e a s o n .

S u r e l y ,  a s  Rawson a r g u e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  " many c o i l s "  i n  

S w i f t ' s  i r o n y  h e r e ,  b u t  t o  sp ea k  o f  i t s  " u n p r e d i c t a b l e  au tonom y" i s  

m i s l e a d i n g .  On th e  c o n t r a r y ,  i f  t h e  Arfrumrnt i s  r e a l l y  s e t t i n g  

f o r t h  a  r h e t o r i c a l  s t r a t e g y  f o r  t h e  man o f  w i t ,  t h e n  t h e  ' c o i l s '  a r e  

p r e c i s e l y  de term ined , by  O w i f t ' s p u rp o s e  i n  w r i t i n g  t h e  work. S w if t  

i s  n o t  m e re ly  a d d r e s s i n g  th e  f r e e - t h i n k e r s  o r  t h e  r h e t o r i c i a n s  who 

have  t o  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  f r e e - t h i n k e r s ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  h i s  

r e a d e r s  who, d e s p i t e  what t h e  p e r s o n a  a r g u e s ,  s t i l l  b e l i e v e  t h a t  

A n g l ic a n ism  i s  t h e  t r u e  r e l i g i o n .  To p u t  i t  a n o t h e r  way; v;e can  

indeed, d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw een  f r e e - t h i n k e r s  who a r e  u rged  t o  a d o p t  a  

'n o m in a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y '  and r h e t o r i c i a n s  who t a k e  ' r e a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y '  

s e r i o u s l y ,  b u t  a r e  u rg ed  t o  d e f e n d  o n ly  'n o m in a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y '  i n

D a v is  f o r  one d o e s  n o t  f i n d  i n  t h i s  p a r a g r a p h  an  a t t a c k  on t h e  
v e r y  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  su ch  a  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  b u t  r a t h e r  an  a t t e m p t  t o  

g e t  t h e  s c e p t i c s  on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  f o r  t h e  wrong r e a s o n s ;  
o w 'i f t .  Works I I , p . X I X .
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j u s t  t h e  way R o b e r t s o n  a r g u e s ,  b u t  t h e  more o b v io u s  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  

t h a t  be tw een  b o th  o f  t h e s e  and t h o s e  who b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  

r e l i g i o n  t o  which t h e  f r e e - t h i n k e r s  a r e  u rg ed  t o  conform  o u tw a r d ly .  

B ecause  R o b e r tso n  d o e s  n o t  s t r e s s  t h i s  l a t t e r  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  she d o e s  

n o t  a p p ly  w a t t ' s  n o t i o n  t h a t  A ugustan  i r o n y  o f t e n  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  th e  

f o o l s  from t h e  w i t s  among i t s  r e a d e r s  t o  t h e ' Argument ( though  she 

d o e s  m en t io n  i t ) .*  The a m b i g u i t i e s  a r i s e  b e c a u s e  S w i f t ' s  a im  i s  t o  

h o ld  t h e  p e r s o n a ’ s a s s u m p t io n  t h a t  o n ly  ou tw ard  c o n f o r m i ty  t o  t h e  

e s t a b l i s h e d  r e l i g i o n  i s  d e f e n s i b l e  up t o  t h e  s c o r n  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  • 

o f  h i s  r e a d e r s ,  and y e t  a t  t h e  same t im e  a l lo w  i t  t o  be t a k e n  

s e r i o u s l y  by  th e  s c e p t i c s  and t h e  b e l i e v e r s  i n  t h e  sha low y ' r e a l  

C h r i s t i a n i t y ' ,  The work t h e r e f o r e  d i v i d e s  i t s  r e a d e r s  i n t o  t h e  

' c r e d u l o u s '  and t h e  'c u r i o u s ' ,  and in d e e d  i t  would have  b een  i n c o n s i s 

t e n t  f o r  a  r h e t o r i c i a n  who b e l i e v e d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  r e l i g i o n  was 

' n o m i n a l ' j b u t  w ished  t o  c o n v in c e  o t h e r s  l i k e  h i m s e l f  t h a t  i t  was 

u s e f u l ,  t o  a d o p t  any  o t h e r  c o u r s e ,  f o r  to  s t a t e  h i s  v iew  o p e n ly  

would be t o  underm ine  b e l i e f  i n ,  and hence  t h e  u t i l i t y  o f ,  'n o m in a l  

C h r i s t i a n i t y ' .

As a n o t h e r  example, we can  t a k e  t h e  p a s s a g e  q u o ted  

p r e v i o u s l y ( p . 4 l ) where t h e  p e r s o n a  seems t o  be c r i t i c i z e d  f o r  

l i m i t i n g  t h e  s o c i a l  u t i l i t y  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  t o  " p r o v i d in g  T o p ic k s  o f  

Amusement i n  a  t e d i o u s  W in te r  N igh t."  From t h i s  p o i n t  o f  v iew .

S w if t  co u ld  be among th o s e  "who h o ld  R e l i g i n n t o  have b ee n  t h e  

i n v e n t i o n  o f  P o l i t i c i a n s ,  t o  k eep  t h e  lo w e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  World i n  Awe, 

by t h e  F e a r  o f  i n v i s i b l e  Pow ers" However, t h e  p r im a ry  im p ac t  o f  t h e  

p a s s a g e  i s , o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t o  r i d i c u l e  f r e e - t h i n k e r s  who im ag in e  

th e  c l e r g y  t o  be a  s i n i s t e r  and M a c h ia v e l l i a n  body o f  men, when i n  

f a c t  t h e y  a r e  a lm o s t  c o m p le te ly  i n e f f e c t u a l .  T h is  em p h as is ,

^ R o b e r t s o n .  " S w i i ' t ' s  Argument"..
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c a l c u l a t e d  t o  s t i r  t h e  o r th o d o x  t o  i n d i g n a t i o n ,  

o b s c u r e s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n a  a c c e p t s  t h e  a c c u s a t i o n  o f  h i s  

f e l l o w  f r e e - t h i n k e r s  t h a t  t h o s e  wno u p n o iu  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  r e l i g i o n  

do  so p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  u t i l i t y .

Both  i n  form and c o n t e n t  t h e  Argument r e s e m b le s  t h e  

" "D ig re ss io n  on M adness" .  In  t h e  one ,  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  r e l i g i o n ,  and 

i n  t h e  o t h e r  t h e  'common f o r m s ' ,  a p p e a r  a s  t h e  r e a s o n a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e  

t o  ex t re m ism ,  b u t  i n  e a ch  c a s e  t h e r e  i s  a  d e f e n c e  o f  ou tw ard  

c o n f o r m i ty  t o  the e s t a b l i s h e d  s t r u c t u r e s  by a  p e r s o n a  who assum es 

t h e i r  d e l u s i v e  c h a r a c t e r  - n o t  w i t h o u t  some i n d i c a t i o n s  on S w i f t ' s  

s i d e  t h a t  he a g r e e s  w i th  t h i s  v iew . In  ea ch  c a s e ,  t h e  a m b i g u i t i e s  

can  be e x p la in e d  a s  a  n e c e s s a r y  t o o l  f o r  a  r h e t o r i c i a n  who w is h e s  t o  

a g r e e  w i th  a  g ro u p  o f  h i s  r e a d e r s  a s  t o  t h e  d e l u s i v e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  a  

w id e ly  a c c e p te d  o p in i o n ,  b u t  t o  d i s a g r e e  w i th  t h e i r  d e s i r e  t o  ex p o se  

t h i s  c h a r a c t e r .  B o th  works t h e r e f o r e  a d d r e s s  t h e  t h o u g h t f u l  man in  

h i s  c a p a c i t y  a s  r h e t o r i c i a n ,  and i n  a  s t r a n g e l y  s e l f  r e f l e x i v e  

m anner, s i n c e  t h e y  th e m s e lv e s  i l l u s t r a t e  how t o  a v o id  d i s t u r b i n g  

common o p i n i o n .  In  b o t h  w orks ,  I  would s u g g e s t ,  t h e  i r o n y  becom es 

t h e  m eaning i n  a  s e n s e ,  once i t s  d i a l e c t i c  s t r u c t u r e  h a s  b ee n  n o t i c e d ,  

s i n c e  S w i f t  a t  f i r s t  seems t o  c r i t i c i z e  h i s  p e r s o n a ' s  d e f e n c e  o f  

ou tw ard  c o n f o r m i ty ,  b u t  s e c o n d ly ,  once t h e  d e l u s i v e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  

'common f o r m s '  i s  a d m i t t e d ,  t o  a d v o c a t e  p r e c i s e l y  su ch  a  c o n f o rm i ty ,  

d i f f e r i n g  o n ly  from h i s  p e r s o n a  i n  p o i n t  o f  t h e  v i g o u r  and  a g g r e s s i o n  

w i th  w hich  he s u p p o r t s  t h e  ' f o r m s ' .  S w i f t ' s  m eaning  can  be r e a c h e d  

i n  b o th  works o n ly  by t r e a t i n g  th e  v e h i c l e  and a p p a r e n t  t e n o r  o f  t h e  

i r o n y  a s  t h e  o p en in g  te rm s  i n  a  d e b a t e ,  r u n n in g  so m e th in g  l i k e  t h i s ;  

t h e  p e r s o n a  d e f e n d s  a  mere p r e t e n c e  o f  b e l i e f  i n  a c c e p te d  o p in io n ;  

t h e r e f o r e  inw ard  b e l i e f  i s  what S w if t  v a l u e s ;  b u t  t h e s e  o p i n i o n s  a r e  

d e l u s i o n s ,  t h e r e f o r e  S w i f t  d o e s  d e f e n d  ou tw ard  c o n f o r m i ty ;  b u t  t h i s  

means i d e n t i f y i n g  o u r s e l v e s  w i th  t h e  p e r s o n a ' s  p a s s i v i t y .  T h e r e f o r e



S w if t  i s  u r g i n g  u s  t o  be a c t i v e  i n  t h e  d e f e n c e  o f  d e l u s i o n s .  T h a t  

S w if t  i s  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  f r e e - t h i n k e r s  l a c k  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  

u p h o ld in g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  b e l i e f s  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e i r  s c e p t i c i s m  i s  

i n t e n d e d  t o  be e v i d e n t  o n ly  t o  t h e  f r e e - t h i n k e r s ;  ' r e a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y '  

and ' c u r i o s i t y '  r e p r e s e n t  what s h o u ld  m o t iv a t e  t h o s e  who do  n o t  

b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  'common f o r m s ' .

The second  example I  want t o  t a k e  i s  G u l l i v e r ' s  T r a v e l s .

I  have a l r e a d y  rem arked  on t h e  s o l i d  and u n i r o n i c  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  t h e

n a r r a t i v e  l e v e l ( s e e  p . 3 0 , n o t e  4 ) .  T h i s  i s  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  f i r s t  and

fo r e m o s t  a  good y a r n .  Many c r i t i c s  have  p r a i s e d  t h e  work f o r

e n t e r t a i n i n g  a s  i t  i n s t r u c t s . ^  T h i s  would mean t h a t  S w if t  hoped t o

re fo rm  mankind b y ,  a s  i t  w ere ,  s u g a r in g  t h e  b i t t e r  p i l l .  H is  i r o n y

would be  an  a t t e m p t  t o  i n s t r u c t  r e a d e r s  who would be  i n d i g n a n t  a t

any  open c l a im  f o r  s u p e r i o r i t y  w hich t h e  t e a c h e r  who u sed  more d i r e c t
2

m ethods would n e c e s s a r i l y  make. The a rg u m en t  a g a i n s t  t h i s  p l a u s i b l e  

and c e r t a i n l y  p a r t i a l l y  c o r r e c t  v iew  i s  t h e  same a s  s t a t e d  e a r l i e r  

( s e e  p . 3 o ) :  S w i f t ' s  i r o n y  i s  j u s t  t o o  com plex  t o  b e  u n d e r s to o d  by

many r e a d e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  Book IV, Not t o  be  u n d e r s to o d  i s  an  

o c c u p a t i o n a l  h a z a r d  f o r  i r o n i s t s ,  b u t  w i th  S w i f t  i t  seems w i l f u l .

Yet t h e r e  i s  a  c u r i o u s  a s p e c t  t o  Book IV -  S w i f t  s t a t e s  

q u i t e  o p e n ly  and w i th  no a t t e m p t  a t  s o f t e n i n g  t h e  b lo w , an  e x t r e m e ly  

low o p in io n  o f  man, which sh o ck s  and a n g e r s  many r e a d e r s :  a s  S w if t

See D asfo n ta in es  v iew  (1 7 2 ? )  t h a t  S w i f t  e n t e r t a i n e d  " th e  common 
ru n  o f  r e a d e r s "  w i th  " v a i n  im a g in a t io n ^ '  so  a s  n o t  t o  sh o ck  t h o s e  
who " d e l i g h t  and i d o l i s e "  t h e i r  "w eakness  and  p a s s i o n " -  S w i f t  ; 
The C r i t i c a l  H e r i t a g e , e d . W i l l i a m s , p p . 8 1 -5 ;  see  a l s o  p p , 1 9 6 ,2 7 2 ,  
2Ô8,335-é.

2 For t h i s  a s  t h e  p r im a ry  f u n c t i o n  o f  i r o n y  a s  u sed  by  S w i f t  and 
o t h e r  s a t i r i s t s  s e e  H a t f i e l d ,  Henry F i e l d i n g  and t h e  Language o f  
I r o n y  ( I 9 6 8 ) , p p . 2 0 7 -1 5 ;  Wore e s t e r , The A rt  o f  S a t i r e . ( 1 9 4 0 ) 7 p p . 
3 5 - 5 4 . F o r  t h e  t r a d i t iô n a l  v iew  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  a s  i n s t r u c t i n g  
t h r o u g h  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  s e e  A tk in ,  E n g l i s h  L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m ;  The 
R e n a i s s a n c e . ( 1 9 5 1 ) , P P ,2 6 ,1 8 8 ,3 4 9 ;  B u s h ,The R e n a is s a n c e  and 
E n g l i s h  Humanism. ( 1 9 4 1 ) . p p . 4 3 - 7 ;  D a v e n a n t , " P r e f a c e  t o  G o t id ib e r t"  
i n  C r i t i c a l  E s s a y s  o f  t h e  S e v e n te e n th  C e n t u r y , e d . S p m g a rn ,p .4 9 ;  
m o r a l i t y  i s  " sw ee ten e d  and made more a i m i a b l e "  by  p o e t r y .



s a y s ,  h i s  " c h i e f  e n d "  i n  t h e  work was t o " v e x  t h e  w o rld  r a t h e r  t h a n

d i v e r t  i t  He su cc eed e d  i n  e v e r y  s e n s e  o f  t h e  word - r e a d e r s  a r e

b o t h  p u z z le d  and a n g e re d  by Book IV. He was commonly a t t a c k e d  a s  a

m is a n th r o p e ,  and in d e e d  t h e  o n ly  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  t h i s  v iew  seem t o  be
2

e i t h e r  t h a t  t h e  Houyhnhnms r e p r e s e n t  an  a t t a i n a b l e  i d e a l ,  w hich  i s
3

b e l i e d  n o t  o n ly  by t h e i r  a l i e n  and g r o t e s q u e  a s p e c t s ,  b u t  by  t h e  r. 

a b s u r d  b e h a v io u r  o f  t h e  ' e n l i g h t e n e d '  G u l l i v e r  on h i s  r e t u r n  t o  

E n g la n d ;^  o r  t h a t  G u l l i v e r ' s  a l t e r n a t i v e s  a r e  t o  be  r e j e c t e d :  Human

n a t u r e  o p e r a t e s  i n  a  s p h e r e  b e tw e en  p e r f e c t  r a t i o n a l i t y  and a b s o l u t e  

i r r a t i o n a l i t y , ^  T h i s  v iew  i s  open t o  t h e  o b j e c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  

H ouyhnhnm s,desp ite  t h e i r  o t h e r w o r l d l y  and f a n t a s t i c  q u a l i t i e s ,  a r e  

n o t  w i th o u t  many c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  w hich  a r e  i n e s c a p a b l y  ( th o u g h  t o  

some o f  u s  u n p l e a s a n t l y )  r a t i o n a l  i n  S w i f t ' s  v iew ; and t h a t  t h e  

a b s o l u t e  i r r a t i o n a l i t y  o f  mankind seems t o  b e  c o n c l u s i v e l y  

d e m o n s t r a te d  i n  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  b e tw een  G u l l i v e r  and t h e  Houhynhnm 

M a s t e r .^  In  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e s e  f a c t s , a n y  com prom ise ,  su ch  a s  

a d v o c a te d  by  th e  ' s o f t '  c r i t i c s ,  i s  t a n ta m o u n t  t o  an  a d m is s io n  t h a t  

man i s  by n a t u r e  i r r a t i o n a l .

4

S w i f t ' s  C o r re s p o n d e n c e , ( 1 7 2 5 ) , I I I , p . 1 0 2 -3 .

S e e , f o r  i n s t a n c e ,H a l e w o o d , " P l u t a r c h  i n  H ou y H n h n m lan d " ( l9 6 5 ) ; 
R e i c h e r t , " P l a t o , S w i f t  and t h e  Houyhnhnms" ( I 9 6 8 ) ;  K e l s a l l ,
" I te rn u m  Hou/hnhnms" (1 9 7 4 ) ;  P i e r r e , " G u l l i v e r ' s  Voyage t o  C h ina"
(1975- 6 ).

F o r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  Houyhnhnms' v e r y  name i s  a  p u n n in g  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e i r  a m b ig u i ty  s e e  P r o b y n , " S w i f t  and  t h e  Human 
P r e d i c a m e n t " , ( I 9 7 8 ).

For G u l l i v e r ' s  b e h a v io u r  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  book a s  r e f l e c t i n g  on 
th e  n o rm a t iv e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  Houyhnhnms se e  f o r  i n s t a n c e  R o ss ,"T h e  
F in a l  Comedy o f  Lemuel G u l l i v e r " ;  W in to n ,"C onvers ion .  on t h e
Road t o  Houyhnhnmland" ( i 9 6 0 ) ;  T u v eso n  , " S w i f t :  The Dean a s  
S a t i r i s t " . ( 1 9 6 4 ) .

See a s  w e l l  a s  R o ss ,W in to n  and T u v eso n  , M a c k , " G u l l i v e r ' s  T r a v e l s "  
( 1 9 6 4 ) and W i l l i a m s , J o n a th a n  S w i f t  and t h e  Age o f  Compromise( l 9 6 8 ) 
p p . 1 8 7 - 2 0 * F o r G u l l i v e r ' s  ' t e a c h a b l e n e s s '  s e e  G u l l i v e r b  T r a v e l s p 2 34.

Crane,"The Houyhnhnms, t h e  Yahoos and t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  I d e a s " . ( I 9 6 2 ) ;
E h r e n p r e i s , " T h e  Meaning o f  G u l l i v e r ' s  L a s t  V oyage" ; M o rr is* "W ish es  
as. H o rse s"  ( 1 9 7 2 - 3 ) .
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The form  o f  Book IV d u p l i c a t e s  i n  many r e s p e c t s  t h a t  o f  t h e

two p a r a g r a p h s  from  t h e  " D i g r e s s i o n  on Madness" d i s c u s s e d  above  -

t h e  r e a d e r  i s  f i r s t  p e r s u a d e d  t h a t  mankind i n  g e n e r a l  i s  i r r a t i o n a l ,

t h e n  he i s  shown t h e  u n h a p p in e s s  c a u s e d  by  t h i s  d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  w i th

t h e  'common f o r m s ' .  S w i f t ' s  d i a l e c t i c  i n  e a ch  c a s e  seems c a l c u l a t e d

t o  p ro v o k e  two b a s i c  r e s p o n s e s  among r e a d e r s -  e i t h e r  one ca n  ch o o se

know ledge and r e j e c t  " h a p p in e s s  a s  i t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  u n d e r s to o d  ", o r

one ca n  a d h e r e  t o  t h e  'common fo r m s '  and r e j e c t  a  r a t i o n a l i t y  which

e s t r a n g e s  one from o n e ' s  f e l l o w  men. One i s  tem p ted  t o  a g r e e  w i th

t h e  c r i t i c  vho d e c l a r e s  t h a t  t h e  c h o ic e  d e p e n d s  e n t i r e l y  on t h e

tem p eram en t o f  t h e  r e a d e r . ^

One way o u t  o f  t h e  d ilem m a, how ever u n o b t r u s i v e ,  i s  t o

n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a t  l e a s t  one e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h e  s o r t  o f  p r i d e

G u l l i v e r  condemns i n  t h e  l a s t  p a r a g r a p h  i n  t h e  boo k ,  and t h i s  i s

G u l l i v e r  h i m s e l f ,  who i s  c o n v in c e d  he i s  a  Y ah o o ,as  i s  shown by  h i s

i n t e n t i o n  " . . . t o  b e h o ld  ( h i s )  F ig u r e  o f t e n  i n  a  G l a s s ,  and t h u s  i f

p o s s i b l e  h a b i t u a t e  (h im ) s e l f  by Time t o  t o l e r a t e  t h e  s i g h t  o f  a  
2

human C r e a t u r e " .  I  say  t h e  " s o r t  o f  p r i d e  " b e c a u s e  I  am n o t  

d e n y in g  t h a t  t h e  jo k e  i s  on G u l l i v e r  i n  some s e n s e  f o r  h i s  p r i d e ,  

b u t  I  t h i n k  you have t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw een  G u l l i v e r ' s  p r i d e  and t h a t
3

o f  t h e  common 'Y a h o o ' .  In  a  s e n s e  G u l l i v e r  i s  t o o  humble -h e  d o e s  

n o t  r e a l i z e  t h a t  by h i s  v e r y  s e l f - k n o w le d g e  and h i s  d e s i r e  t o  

i m i t a t e  t h e  Houyhnhnms he h a s  t o  some e x t e n t  overcom e h i s  Yahoo 

n a t u r e .  I n  f a c t ,  one m ight s ay  t h a t  h i s  s e l f - c o n t e m p t  i s  what 

c a u s e s  h i s  p r i d e :  B ecau se  he d o e s  n o t  u n d e r s ta n d  t h a t  he h i m s e l f

^ C l i f f o r d , " G u l l i v e r ' s  F o u r th  V o y a g e " ,p .4 ? .

^ Swift, Works, X I , p . 2 95 .
3

Som eth ing  t h a t  ' s o f t '  c r i t i c s  t e n d  n o t  t o  do  -  s e e  f o r  i n s t a n c e  
W inton, "C o n v e rs io n  on t h e  Road t o  Houyhnhnmland" ( I 9 6 0 ) .
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h a s  b ee n  i n s t r u c t e d ,  he i s o l a t e s  h i m s e l f ,  f o r  he b e l i e v e s  n o -o n e  e l s e  

can  r e c e i v e  i n s t r u c t i o n  e i t h e r .

T h is  i s  a s  much a s  t o  say  t h a t ,  c o v e r t l y ,  S w i f t  h a s  

p r o g r e s s e d  from  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  human n a t u r e  i n  g e n e r a l  t o  an  

e x a m in a t io n  o f  t h e  g u l f  b e tw een  t h e  man who i s  r a t i o n a l  b e c a u s e  he 

i s  aw are  o f  h i s  ' p r i v a t e  i n f i r m i t i e s '  and t h e ' s t u b b o r n ,  i g n o r a n t '  

p e o p le  who d e l i g h t  i n  d e l u s i o n .  H is  p o r t r a y a l  o f  G u l l i v e r ' s  

e d u c a t i o n  h a s  shown t h a t  man i s  ' r a t i o n i s  c a p a x ' ;  t h a t  t h e  p r i d e  o r  

s e l f - l o v e  w hich i s  p a r t  o f  h i s  more g e n e r a l  ' c r e d u l i t y '  ca n  be o v e r 

come. He now a s k s ,  what i s  t h e  man whose c a p a c i t y  f o r  r a t i o n a l i t y  

h a s  b een  d e v e lo p e d  t o  d o ,  g iv e n  t h a t  he i s  s u r ro u n d e d  by t h o s e  i n  

whom t h a t  c a p a c i t y  i s  e x t i n c t  o r  d o rm an t?^  G u l l i v e r ' s  an sw e r  i s  t o  

r e t i r e  a l t o g e t h e r  from  human s o c i e t y ,  w hich r e s e m b le s  t h e  p e r s o n a ' s  

d e c i s i o n  t o  become a 'F o o l  among K n av es '  i n  t h e  " 'D i g r e s s i o n " .  In  

b o th  c a s e s .  S w i f t ' s  a rg u m en t i s  t h a t  we m ight a s  w e l l  have  r e t a i n e d  

o u r  i l l u s i o n  i f  t o  a p p reh en d  t h e  t r u t h  i s  t o  a p p e a r  a  l u n a t i c  i n  t h e  

e y e s  o f  o u r  f e l l o w  men. From t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e  G u l l i v e r ' s  T r a v e l s

Book IV and t h e  “D i g r e s s i o n  on M ad n ess" b o th  r e v e a l  t h a t  no human

2
s o c i e t y  ca n  be  founded  on t r u l y  r a t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e s .

I n  t h e  s a t i r e  on G u l l i v e r  a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  E ng land  

S w if t  a n t i c i p a t e s  t h e  c h a rg e  o f  m is a n th ro p is m  d i r e c t e d  a t  him by t h e  

v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  h i s  r e a d e r s .  T h is  V e x e d ' r e s p o n s e  was p r e c i s e l y  t h e  

one he w an ted .  The openfiess o f  h i s  a t t a c k  on mankind can  be e x p la in e d  

a s  a  d e l i b e r a t e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  t h a t  h i s  r e a d e r s  a r e  n o t  l i k e  G u l l i v e r ,
3

f o r  by and l a r g e  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  a d m it  t h a t  th e y  a r e  Yahoos. T hrough

For S w i f t ' s  s u b s t i t u t i o n  f o r  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  man 
a s  an  'a n im a l  r a t i o n s '  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  he i s  no more t h a n  
' r a t i o n i s  c a p a x '  s e e  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  P o p e ( l7 2  5l S w i f t ' s  C o rre s p o n d e n c e , 
1 1 1 , 1 0 3 . F o r  t h e  v iew  t h a t  t h i s  i s  an  e l i t i s t  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw een  
t h o s e  who do  and t h o s e  who do n o t  d e v e lo p  t h e i r  r e a s o n  s e e ,  
G i l b e r t , " K n a v e s , F o o l s  and H e r o e s " ( l 9 6 2 ) ,p . 2 3 2 ;  l ^ i t e , " S w i f t  and 
t h e  D e f i n i t i o n  o f  Man" ( 1 9 7 5 - 6 ) .

2
See E h r e n p r e i s ,  The Meaning o f  G u l l i v e r ' s  L a s t  V o y a g e " j (S o n t , )
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G u l l i v e r  S w i f t  r a i s e s  i n  an  a c u t e  form  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  why he and 

t h o s e  l i k e  him s h o u ld  n o t  l e a d  a  c o m p le t e ly  r e t i r e d  l i f e .  T h i s  i s  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  e v i d e n t  i n  G u l l i v e r ' s  l e t t e r  t o  h i s  more o p t i m i s t i c  

p u b l i s h e r :

P ra y  b r i n g  t o  y o u r  Mind how o f t e n  I  d e s i r e d  you t o  
c o n s i d e r  when you i n s i s t e d  on t h e  M otive  o f  P u b l i c k  Good. 
T h a t  t h e  Yahoos were a  s p e c i e s  o f  A n im als  u t t e r l y  
i n c a p a b l e  o f  Amendment by  P r e c e p t s  o r  E xam ples :  And so
i t  h a t h  p ro v e d ;  f o r  i n s t e a d  o f  s e e i n g  a  f u l l  s t o p  p u t  t o  
a l l  A buses and C o r r u p t i o n s ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  t h i s  l i t t l e  
I s l a n d , a s  I  had Reason t o  e x p e c t :  B e h o ld ,  a f t e r  above
s i x  Months W arn ing , I  c a n n o t  l e a r n  t h a t  my Book h a t h  
p ro d u c ed  one s i n g l e  E f f e c t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  mine I n t e n t i o n s ,  
^ w i f t  W orks,XI,6V

B e fo re  s a y i n g ,  a s  some c r i t i c s  d o ,  t h a t  he w ro te  a g a i n s t  h i s  own 

l o g i c ,  a d m i t t i n g  t h a t  he was d é lu d e d  i n  e x p e c t i n g  r e f o r m ,  we sh o u ld  

c o n s i d e r  Whether S w i f t ' s  w r i t i n g  i t s e l f  c o n t a i n s  a  r a t i o n a l  s o l u t i o n  

t o  G u l l i v e r ' s  p ro b le m .  H e re ,  a s  w i th  t h e  " D i g r e s s i o n "  and t h e  

Argument , I  would a rg u e  t h a t  S w i f t ' s  d e e p e s t  c o n c e rn  i s  w i t h  t h e  

p h i l o s o p h e r  a s  r h e t o r i c i a n ,  and t h a t  h i s  t e a c h i n g  h a s  a  s e l f -  

r e f e r e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r ;  t o  b e a r r i v e d  a t  by  c o n s i d e r i n g  f o r m :a s  c o n t e n t ,  

S e v e r a l  c r i t i c s  have  a rg u e d  t h a t  S w i f t  i n v i t e s  u s  t o  

a t t e n d  c l o s e l y  t o  t h e  " p r o c e s s  o f  s i g n i f i c a t i o n "  i n  G u l l i v e r ' s  

T r a v e l s .^ The d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw een  S w if t  and  G u l l i v e r  h a s  b ee n  found  

t o  r e s i d e  i n  S w i f t ' s  p l a y f u l n e s s  and  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  f a n t a s i z e . ^

(Cont)j| M ezciems, "The U t i l i t y  o f  S w i f t ' s  Voyage t o  L a p u t a " ( l 9 7 7 ) .

^ The h i s t o r y  o f  i n d i g n a n t  a s s e r t i o n  . o f  w hat S w i f t  would c a l l  t h e  
p r i d e  o f  h i s  r e a d e r s  i s  exam ined by  M o r r i s , " W is h e s  a s  H o r s e s " .

X
See H o l l y , " T r a v e l  and  T r a n s l a t i o n "  and K in g s l e y ,  " G e n t le  R e a d in g s :  
R ece n t  Work on S w i f t "  ( I 9 8 I - 2 ) .

%
G lay b o ro u g h ,  The G ro te s q u e  i n  E n g l i s h  L i t e r a t u r e , p p . 1 ^ 1 -7 ;
M o r r i s ,  " W ishes a s  H o r s e s " .
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S t r a c h a n  p u t s  t h e  m a t t e r  l u c i d l y :

One o f  t h e  f i r s t  h i n t s  o f  t h e  s u s p e c t  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  
r a t i o n a l i t y  o f  t h e  Houyhnhnms comes when i n  r e j e c t i n g ^  
l y i n g  a s  ' s a y i n g  t h e  t h i n g  w hich  i s  n o t '  he a l s o  r e j e c t s  
t h e  mode i n  which we com prehend t h e  work - i r o n y .  I f  t h e  
Houyhnhnms were an  i d e a l  t h e n  t h e  p a r a d o x  i s  t h a t  S w i f t  
would n o t  have  b ee n  a b l e  t o  e x p r e s s  t h i s  a s  he d o e s  f o r  
he would have  no c o n c e p t i o n  o f  i r o n y .

( s t r a c h a n , " L i t e r a t u r e  a s  M a n ip u la t io n "  (1 9 7 9 ) )

For  T r a u g o t t ,  G u l l i v e r ' s  ' f i n a l  com edy ' r e v e a l s  t h e  a n ta g o n is m  

b e tw e en  p h i lo s o p h y  and t h e  'common forms% w hich  P l a t o  and Thomas More 

a l s o  ex am in ed .  H is  s o l u t i o n  i s  t h e  same a s  t h e i r s  - i r o n y :  t h e  w ise

man m ust n e v e r  r e v e a l  where he r e a l l y  s t a n d s , ^

These  c r i t i c s  a r e  vague  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  e x a c t  s e n s e  i n  

w hich S w i f t ' s  p l a y f u l n e s s  a l l o w s  him t o  a v o id  G u l l i v e r ' s  p a s s i v i t y .  

T r a u g o t t  seems t o  s e e  S w i f t ' s  i r o n y  a s  a  p r i v a t e  jo k e  t o  p r e s e r v e  h i s  

s a n i t y .  T h i s  would mean t h a t  S w i f t  i s  u l t i m a t e l y  p a s s i v e  i n  t h e  f a c e  

o f  human f o l l y ,  l i k e  t h o s e  who " p a s s  t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  t h e  common forms)' 

and  who t u r n  o u t  t o  be  l i t t l e  b e t t e r  t h a n  ' f o o l s  among K n a v e s ' ,  Any 

t h e o r y  o f  S w i f t ' s  i r o n y  a s  s w e e te n in g  h i s  b i t t e r  d i d a c t i c  p i l l  ( s e e  

p a g e 4-6 ), on t h e  o t h e r  h an d ,  i s  up a g a i n s t  t h e  o b s t i n a t e  p r i d e  o f  

m ost men, who a s  S w i f t  d e s c r i b e s  them , c a n  h a r d l y  b e  i m a g i n e d . a s  

g r a d u a l l y  d i g e s t i n g  a  d e e p ly  s e r i o u s  t r u t h  a f t e r  an  i n i t i a l  

' d i v e r s i o n '  o r  ' v e x a t i o n ' .

L e t  u s  a p p r o a c h  t h e  p ro b lem  from  a n o t h e r  a n g l e .  What i s  

i t  t h a t  a l l o w s  G u l l i v e r  t o  l e a m  h u m i l i t y ,  w h i le  t h o s e  who r e a d  

a b o u t  him o r  t a l k  t o  him do  n o t ?  The a n s w e r ,  I  would s u g g e s t ,  i s  

t h a t  he g o e s  th ro u g h  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  n e a r l y  b e i n g  r a p e d  by  t h e  

fe m a le  Yahoo, w hich we o n ly  r e a d  a b o u t .  S w i f t  t a k e s  c a r e  t o  show 

t h a t  t h e  a t t e m p te d  r a p e  was c r u c i a l  i n  G u l l i v e r ' s  m o ra l  d e v e lo p e m e n t .  

The c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i th  t h e  Houyhnhnms had p r e v i o u s l y :

^ T r a u g o t t , " A  Voyage t o  Nowhere w i th  Thomas More and  J o n a th a n
S w if t "  (1 9 6 4 ) .
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so  f a r  opened my E y e s ,  and e n l a r g e d  my U n d e r s ta n d in g ,  
t h a t  I  b eg a n  t o  v iew  t h e  A c t i o n s  and P a s s i o n s  o f  Ï4an i n  
a  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  L i g h t ;  and  t o  t h i n k  t h e  Honour o f  my 
own Kind n o t  w o rth  m anag ing ; w hich b e s i d e s ,  i t  was 
i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  me t o  do  b e f o r e  a  P e r s o n  o f  so  a c u t e  a  
Judgm ent a s  my M a s te r ,  who d a i l y  c o n v in c e d  me o f  a  
Thousand F a u l t s  i n  my s e l f ,  w h e re o f  I  had n o t  t h e  l e a s t  
P e r c e p t i o n  b e f o r e ,  and w hich w i th  u s  would n e v e r  be 
numbered even  among human I n f i r m i t i e s .
S w i f t ,W o r k s ,X I .2 5 8 .

T h e re  re m a in s  how ever some p r i d e ,  w hich ca n  r e s e n t  a  " m a l i c i o u s  

I n s i n u a t i o n ; '  w hich d e b a r r e d  human U n d e r s ta n d in g  b e lo w  t h e  S a g a c i t y  

o f  a  Common Hound " ( i b i d , p . 2 6 3 ) ;  and a  m e re ly  t h e o r e t i c a l  i n t e r e s t  

i n  human d e p r a v i t y  which l e a d s  him a c t u a l l y  t o  s e e k  o u t  c o n t a c t  w i th  

Yahoos i n  a  s c i e n t i f i c  s p i r i t :

As I  o u g h t  t o  have  u n d e r s to o d  human N a tu re  much b e t t e r  
t h a n  I  sup p o sed  i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  my M a s te r  t o  d o ,  so  i t  
was e a s y  t o  a p p ly  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  he g av e  o f  t h e  Yahoos t o  
m y s e l f  and my co u n try m en ;  and I  b e l i e v e d  I  c o u ld  y e t  
make f u r t h e r  D i s c o v e r i e s  from  my own O b s e r v a t i o n .
( I b i d ,  p .  2 6 5 ) .

As i n  t h e  " D i g r e s s i o n "  t h i s  im p e r s o n a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  l e a d s  t o  a  

h o r r i f i c  moment o f  s e l f - k n o w l e d g e .  At t h e  moment o f  t h e  a t t e m p t e d  

r a p e  G u l l i v e r  was " n e v e r  i n  ( h i s )  L i f e  so  t e r r i b l y  f r i g h t e d " ,  and 

a f t e r w a r d s  " c o u ld  no l o n g e r  d en y  t h a t  ( h e )  was a  r e a l  Yahoo, i n  

e v e r y  Limb and  F e a t u r e " . Only now ca n  he f u l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  

Houyhnhnms v i r t u e s  ( i b i d , p . 2 6 ? ) ,  My s u g g e s t i o n  i s  t h a t ^ t h r o u g h  

G u l l i v e r ,  S w if t  shows how man ca n  b e g i n  t o  f u l f i l  h i s  c a p a c i t y  f o r  

r a t i o n a l i t y ,  and, i n  p a r t i c u l a r , h o w  a  good r e a d e r  w i l l  r e a c t  t o  h i s  

own w o rk .^  The f a c t  t h a t  G u l l i v e r  i s ,  a s  i t  w e re ,  l i v i n g  t h e  

a l l e g o r y  c o u ld  s t a n d  f o r  a  p e c u l i a r l y  i n t e n s e  in v o lv e m e n t  w i th  h i s  

t e x t  t h a t  S w i f t  e x p e c te d  some r e a d e r s  t o  h a v e ,  w hich  a l l o w s  them  t o  

overcome t h e i r  i n i t i a l  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  Yahoos a s  a  " m a l i c io u s

F o r t h e  common u s e  o f  a  s u r r o g a t e  r e a d e r  a s  a  g u id e  i n  M ed ieva l  
and R e n a i s s a n c e  a l l e g o r y  s e e  M a c c a f f r e y . S p e n s e r ' s  A l l e g o r y ( 1 9 7 6 )j 
pp.44-5.
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I n s i n u a t i o n '4 T hese  r e a d e r s  m ust a l r e a d y  r e c o g n i z e  t h e i r  

' i n f i r m i t i e s '  i n  a  t h e o r e t i c a l  way, a s  G u l l i v e r  comes t o  do  th ro u g h  

h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i th  t h e  Houyhnhnm, and  a s  some r e a d e r s  w i l l  have  

done by  p r e v i o u s l y  " s h a p in g  t h e i r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  by  t h e  p a t t e r n  6 f  

human l e a r n i n g " .  S w i f t  'show s t h a t  t n r s . i m p e r s o n a l  c u r i o s i t y  w i l l  

e v e n t u a l l y  open t h e  way f o r  a  more p a s s i o n a t e  s e l f -

k n o w led g e .  (The p e r s o n a  o f  t h e  ' 'D i g r e s s i o n "  l a c k s  t h i s  q u a l i t y . )

With su ch  p r e p a r a t i o n .  S w i f t  i m p l i e s ,  h i s  p o r t r a y a l  o f  t h e  Yahoos

w i l l  s t r i k e  t h e  r e a d e r  w i th  t h e  f o r c e  o f  a  r a p e .  I f  G u l l i v e r  had . «

r e f l e c t e d  on h i s  own e d u c a t i o n  he would have  r e a l i s e d  t h a t  any  

a t t e m p t  t o  e d u c a t e  mankind must s t a r t  a t  t h e  know ledge t h a t  

' s u p e r f i c i a l  r e a d e r s '  - t o  u se  t h e  t e r m in o lo g y  o f  t h e  T a l e -  c a n n o t  be  

e d u c a t e d .  By h i s  p o r t r a y a l  o f  t h e  Yahoos S w i f t  t e s t s  h i s  r e a d e r s  

and  i n v i t e s  t h o s e  who re s p o n d  t o  h i s  t e x t  t o  r e f l e c t  on t h e  

d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw een  th e m s e lv e s  and  t h o s e  who c l i n g  t o  t h e i r  i l l u s i o n s .  

The c r u c i a l  t h i n g  a b o u t  S w i f t ' s  r h e t o r i c a l  method i s  i t s  a c c e p ta n c e  

t h a t  n o t  a l l  r e a d e r s  a r e  open t o  i n s t r u c t i o n .

An example o f  t h e  s t r a t e g i e s  t h a t  r e s u l t  from  S w i f t ' s

v iew  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  h i s  r e a d e r s  a r e  u n t e a c h a b l e  i s  p r o v id e d  by

G u l l i v e r ' s  b e h a v io u r  a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  from Houyhnhnmland. As we 

have  n o t i c e d ,  G u l l i v e r  d o e s  n o t  f u l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  

b e tw een  h i m s e l f  and o t h e r  'Y a h o o s ' .  He t h i n k s  t h a t  t o  b e  a  Yahoo i n  

" e v e r y  Limb and F e a t u r e "  i s  t o  be  a  Yahoo i n  e v e ry  r e s p e c t .  S w i f t ' s  

jo k e  a t  G u l l i v e r ' s  ex p e n se  i s ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  t h i s  v e r y  a c t  o f  s e l f -  

a w a re n e s s  i s  what can  d i s t i n g u i s h  man from  t h e  Y ahoos, However, i t  

i s  a l s o  a  jo k e  a t  t h e  ex p e n se  o f  h i s  r e a d e r s ,  who e i t h e r  p e r s i s t  i n  

c h a r g in g  S w i f t  w i th  m is a n th r o p i s m ,^  th o u g h  h e r e  he makes a  

m i s a n t h r o p i s t  h i s  b u t t ,  o r  a r e  l e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  S w i f t  h a s  n o t

In  w hich  c a s e  t h e  w o rk  would a c t  a s  a  p r o v o c a t i v e  p o le m ic  a g a i n s t  
t h e  new o p t i m i s t e  p h i l o s o p h ie s  ., t h e  r i s e  o f  w hich  i s  docum ented  
i n  W h i t e , " S w i f t  and t h e  D e f i n i t i o n  o f  Man". ( 1 9 7 5 - 6 ) .
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b e e n  e n t i r e l y  s e r i o u s  i n  h i s  sw eep in g  co n d e m n a t io n  o f  m ank ind . Only 

a  t h i r d  g ro u p ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  r e a d e r s  who have  b ee n  d e e p ly  s t r u c k  by 

t h e  p o r t r a y a l  o f  t h e  Yahoos, w i l l  be  sh ocked  by  h i s  f o l l y  a t  t h e  

end o f  t h e  work; o n ly  t h e s e  a r e  i n t e n d e d  t o  p e r c e i v e  G u l l i v e r  a s  

f a i l i n g  a s  a  r h e t o r i c i a n .  The way fo rw a rd  f o r  G u l l i v e r ,  I  have  

s u g g e s t e d ,  would have  b ee n  t o  have m e d i t a t e d  on t h e  s t a g e s  o f  h i s  

own i n s t r u c t i o n  a s  r e v e a l i n g  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  i n  w hich  m a n 's  c a p a c i t y  

f o r  r e a s o n  can  and c a n n o t  be  d e v e lo p e d .  The way fo rw a rd  f o r  t h e  

r e a d e r  who h a s ,  l i k e  G u l l i v e r ,  b ee n  shocked  i n t o  h u m i l i t y ,  i s  t o  

remember t h a t  he h i m s e l f  h a s  b ee n  i n s t r u c t e d ,  and t o  r e f l e c t  on t h e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w hich  have  a l lo w e d  t h i s  t o  h ap p e n .  

A ga in ,  su ch  an  ad v an ce  ca n  o n ly  b e  made i f  g r e a t  c u r i o s i t y  i s  

a r o u s e d  r e g a r d i n g  S w i f t ' s  c o n t a d i c t o r y  a s s e r t i o n ,t h a t  G u l l i v e r  l e a r n s  

i n  Houyhnhnmland and i s  f o o l i s h  i n  E n g la n d .  I n  r e f l e c t i n g  on h i s  

e x p e r i e n c e  o f  r e a d i n g  Book IV, a  r e a d e r  who h a s  u n d e r s to o d  t h a t  t h e  

p o r t r a y a l  o f  t h e  Yahoos was i n t e n d e d  t o  vex  r e a d e r s  and so  r e v e a l  t h e  

p r i d e  t h a t  makes i t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  r e f o rm  m ankind i n  g e n e r a l ,m a y  a l s o  

s e e  t h a t  S w i f t ' s  m anner o f  c o n v e y in g  t h i s  t r u t h  t o  t h e  few who can  

be  i n s t r u c t e d  i s  i t s e l f  an  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  i r o n i c  d e f e n c e  t h e y  

m ust a d o p t  i n  v iew  o f  t h i s  t r u t h .  In  o t h e r  w o rd s .  S w i f t ' s  f i n a l  a im  

i n  Book IV i s  c o v e r t l y  t o  t e a c h  t h o s e  who ca n  t r u l y  l e a m  t h a t  t h e y  

ca n  o n ly  hope t o  t e a c h  t h e  t r u t h  t o  t h o s e  l i k e  t h e m s e l v e s .  He shows 

how t o  do  t h i s  by ex am p le ,  i n  h i s  v e r y  m anner o f  t e a d d n g  t h i s  t r u t h ,  

a s  w e l l  a s  by  a  c a u t i o n a r y  i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  s i n c e  h i s  p o r t r a y a l  o f  t h e  

Yahoos i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  r e v e a l  t h a t  t h e  b u l k  o f  mankind a r e  u n t e a c h a b l e ,  

G u l l i v e r  i s  l i k e  t h e  man who pa isses  h i s  l i f e  i n  t h e  

'common f o r m s '  b e c a u s e  he  i s  i n s t r u c t e d  i n  " h i s  p r i v a t e  I n f i r m i t i e s ,  

a s  w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  s tu b b o r n  Ig n o r a n c e  o f  t h e  P e o p l e " . B o th  o f  them , 

l i k e  t h e  a d v o c a te  o f  'n o m in a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y ' ,  c a r r y  a  h e a r t f e l t  

m essage t o  t h o s e  who do  n o t  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  'common fo r m s '  r e g a r d i n g
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t h e  p o i n t l e s s n e s s  o f  d i s t u r b i n g  th em . The m essage w ould i t s e l f  d i s t u r b  

th e  'common fo rm s ' i f  o p e n ly  r e v e a l e d ,  so  i t  i s  conveyed  o n ly  t o  th e  

'c u r io u s ' r e a d e r ,  th u s  p ro v id in g  a  m odel f o r  th e  way a l l  d i s r u p t i v e  

t r u t h s  sh o u ld  be com m unicated .

However, none o f  th e  w orks d i s c u s s e d  com m unicate o n ly  t o  th e  'c u r io u s ';  

t h i s  w ould be t o  r e n d e r  B w ift a s  much a  " I 'b o l among k n a v e s"  a s  h i s  

p e r s o n a .  The A rgm aent , a s  we saw , v ig o r o u s ly  d e fe n d e d  th e  e s t a b l i s h e d  

r e l i g i o n  a g a i n s t  n o n - b e l i e v e r s ,  even  a s  i t  im p lie d  c o v e r t l y  t h a t  S w if t  

to o  was u n o r th o d o x . The " d ig r e s s io n  on m ad n ess"an d  G u l l i v e r 's  T ra v e ls  

book IV, a r e  from  t h i s  p o in t  o f  v iew  u n u s u a l  i n  S w i f t 's  w ork , f o r  th e y  

a r e  co n c e rn e d  w ith  th e  r h e t o r i c a l  b a s i s  f o r  w hat we m ig h t c a l l  th e  

p h i l o s o p h e r 's  d e s c e n t  t o  th e  s p h e re  o f  common o p in io n ,  r a t h e r  th a n  w ith  

p r a c t i c a l  o p e r a t io n s  w i th in  t h a t  s p h e r e .  T hese  p a r t s  o f  S w i f t 's  w orks do 

n o t  s e r io u s ly  a t te m p t  to  i n f lu e n c e  a c c e p te d  v ie w s . What th e y  do  i s  g iv e  

us an  i n s i g h t  i n t o  th e  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  S w i f t 's  w ork a s  a  w hole a n d , i n  

p a r t i c u l a r ,  th e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  th e  T a le  and  th e  T r a v e l s , w hich  c l e a r l y  

aim  a t  i n f lu e n c in g  p u b l i c  o p in io n  i n  a l l  s o r t s  o f  p r a c t i c a l  w ays, a s  w e ll  

a s  a d d r e s s in g  th e  'c u r io u s ' among S w i f t 's  r e a d e r s .  I  w ould a r g u e ,  w ith  

A lla n  Bloom, t h a t  G u l l i v e r  ( o r  b w i f t ,  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  u n im p o r ta n t  h e r e ;  

i s  n o t  e n t i r e l y  a  m is a n th ro p e , b e c a u s e  he " . . .  i s  a  l i a r  and a d m ire s  

s u c c e s s f u l  l i a r s  l i k e  S in o n . A l i a r  c a n  h a r d ly  be a  m is a n th ro p e ;  he c a r e s  

enough a b o u t  h i s  f e l lo w  men t o  r e s p e c t  t h e i r  p r e ju d i c e s ;  n o b le  l i e s  a r e  

a c t s  o f  g e n e r o s i t y .  They a r e  b a se d  on th e  t r u t h  o f  becom ing and  th e  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  o p in io n ;  th e y  p ro v e  an  u n d e r s ta n d in g  n o t  p o s s e s s e d  by  th e  

Houyhnhnm s." He p ic k s  o u t th e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

o f  th e  L i l l i p u t i a n s  a s  S w i f t 's  d e l i b e r a t e l y  r e a l i s t i c  programme o f  re fo rm , 

f i t t e d  t o  " th e  common s i z e  o f  human U n d e rs ta n d in g s "  r a t h e r  th a n  " g r e a t  

a b i l i t i e s " ,  i n  w hich  t r a d i t i o n s  a r e  t o  be r e s t o r e d  t o  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  

p u r i t y  r a t h e r  th a n  q u e s t io n e d  f u n d a m e n ta l ly .^

"An O u tl in e  o f  G u l l i v e r 's  T r a v e l s " ,  p .  255 . S w if t ,  w orks, a 1 , 3 9 .
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I  w i l l  a rg u e  t h a t  th e  T a le  h a s  a  p ra g m a tic  a s  w e l l  a s  a  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  

aim  in  a  s i m i l a r  way. I f  t h i s  i s  th e  c a s e  th e n  S w if t  i s  i n  a g re e m e n t 

w ith  A r i s t o t l e ,  . t h a t  th e  l e g i s l a t o r ,  and  he who i s  t r u l y  a  p o l i t i c i a n ,  

o u g h t t o  be a c q u a in te d  n o t  o n ly  w ith  t h a t  w h ich  i s  m ost p e r f e c t  im a g in a b le ,  

b u t  a l s o  t h a t  w hich  i s  th e  b e s t  s u i t e d  t o  an y  g iv e n  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ." ^

E lk in  a s s e r t s  t h a t  A u g u stan  s a t i r e  d ie d  b e c a u s e , " . . .w h e r e a s  Pope an d  h i s  

c o n te m p o ra r ie s  saw man a s  a  f r e e  and  r e s p o n s ib l e  a g e n t ,  c a p a b le  o f  o r d e r in g  

h i s  l i f e  and s o c i e t y  i n  th e  l i g h t  o f  R eason , we te n d  t o  t h i n k  o f  him 

in s t e a d  a s  im p e lle d  by a l l  s o r t s  o f  f o r c e s  from  w i th in  and  w i th o u t ,  from  

h i s  own p e r s o n a l i t y  and s o c i e t y ,  w hich  he i s  p o w e r le s s  t o  c o n t r o l  -  a t  

b e s t  he may s l i g h t l y  a l t e r  t h e i r  d i r e c t i o n , "  bat to  " s l i g h t l y  a l t e r  t h e i r  

d i r e c t i o n "  w ould be p r e c i s e l y  S w i f t 's  a im  -  we w ould have t o  lo o k  

e ls e w h e re  f o r  an  e x p la n a t io n  o f  th e  d e a th  o f  s a t i r e ;  p e rh a p s  t o  th e  f a c t  

t h a t  our s e n s e  o f  p o w e r le s s n e s s  o v e r  o u r  "own p e r s o n a l i t y  and  S o c ie ty "  1 • 

l e a d  us t o  d o u b t th e  v e ry  e x i s t e n c e  o f  r e a s o n  “a s  th e  A u g u s tan s  u n d e r s to o d  

i t ,  o r  i t s  c a p a c i ty  t o  com prom ise i n  o r d e r  t o  g a in  p r a c t i c a l  r e s u l t s . '^

P o l i t i c s , 1 2 8 8 b .

T h is  i s  n o t  t o  d en y  book IV i s  in te n d e d  t o  vex  th o s e  who fa v o u re d  
th e  new o p t i m i s t i c  p h i lo s o p h ie s ,  th e  u se  o f  w hich  i s  docum ented  in  
V e re k e r , E ig h te e n th  C en tu ry  o p tim ism  ( I 9 6 7 ; ;  Gay, The e n l ig h te n m e n t  
( 1 9 6 7 ) p p . 3 7 5 -8 9 ; H aza rd , The E u ro p ean  i-iind ( I 9 5 3 ; , p p . 1 0 -2 5 . F o r 
th e  a t t a c k  on d e ism  in  G u l l i v e r 's  T r a v e ls  s e e  f o r  i n s t a n c e  W illiam s, 
d o n a th a n  S w if t  an d  th e  Age o f  Gompromise p p . l 8 7 - 9 l ;  r a c k ,  " G u l l i v e r 's  
T ra v e ls "  (1 9 6 4 ; p .1 1 1 .  H owever, 1 do  n o t  b e l i e v e  he e x p e c te d  Book 
IV to  r e v e r s e  t h i s  t r e n d  in  th e  same way t h a t  he e x p e c te d  th e  T a le  
and  th e  Argum ent t o  i n f lu e n c e  p u b l i c  o p in io n  in  f a v o u r  o f th e  : 
e s t a b l i s h e d  r e l i g i o n .  As 1 have a r g u e d , he e x p e c te d  book IV t o  be 
condemned a s  th e  w ork o f  a  m is a n th ro p e .
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I I I  "A D ig r e s s io n  on M adness" —  R e n a is s a n c e  C l a s s i c a l  A n a lo g u es

From w hat h a s  b ee n  s a id  we m ig h t be  tem p ted  t o  f i n d  

a n a lo g u e s  f o r  th e  " D ig r e s s io n "  n o t  i n  A u g u stan  s a t i r e  b u t  i n  

R e n a is s a n c e  a l l e g o r y . ^  The o r th o d o x  c r i t i c a l  v iew  i n  th e  R e n a is s a n c e  

was t h a t  th e  p u rp o se  o f  a l l e g o r y  i s  to  d iv i d e  i t s  a u d ie n c e ,
2

a d d r e s s in g  d i f f e r e n t  m essag es t o  d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  o f  r e a d e r .  T h is  

v iew  by  no m eans ended  w ith  th e  o n s e t  o f  N e o c la s s ic is m , b u t  r a t h e r  

was an  i n t r i n s i c  p a r t  o f  N e o c la s s i c a l  r e v e r e n c e  f o r  th e  a n c ie n t
3

e p i c s .  Le B o ssu , su ch  an  im p o r ta n t  f i g u r e  i n  th e  g ro w th  o f  

M e o c la s s ic ism , h a s  t h i s  t o  s a y  a b o u t  th e  c l a s s i c a l  p o e t s :

. . . o u r  way o f  w r i t i n g  i s  p l a i n ,  p ro p e r  and w i th o u t  th e  
t u r n :  w h eras  t h e i r s  was f u l l  o f  m y s te r ie s  and a l l e g o r i e s .
The t r u t h  was m asked u n d e r  th e s e  in g e n io u s  i n v e n t i o n s ,  
w hich f o r  t h e i r  e x c e l l e n c e  go u n d e r  th e  name o f  f a b l e s ,  
o r  say in g *  a s  i f  t h e r e  w ere a s  much d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw een  
th e s e  f a b u lo u s  d i s c o u r s e s  o f  th e  w ise  and th e  o r d in a r y  
la n g u a g e  o f  th e  v u lg a r ,  a s  t h e r e  i s  b e tw een  th e  la n g u a g e  
t h a t  i s  p ro p e r  t o  men and th e  so u n d s  b r u t e  b e a s t s  make
u se  o f  And p e rh a p s  th e y  w ere j e a l o u s  o f  th e
a d v a n ta g e s  th e y  re a p e d  from  su ch  e x c e l l e n t  and  r e f i n e d  
l e a r n i n g  and  w hich  th e y  th o u g h t  th e  v u lg a r  p a r t  o f  
m ankind was n o t  w o rth y  o f .

(be B o ssu , T r e a t i s e  o f  th e  E p ic  Poem (1 6 ? 5 )» P .3 )

H i s t o r i a n s  have  e x p la in e d  t h i s  v iew  a s  a  way o f  m in im iz in g  th e

d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw een  C h r i s t i a n i t y  and P ag an ism ; o r  a v o id in g  p e r s e c u t io n

4f o r  d i s s e n t i n g  v ie w s ; o r  in v o lv in g  th e  r e a d e r  d e e p ly  i n  th e  w ork .

F o r v iew s  o f  S w if t  a s  fu n d a m e n ta l ly  a  man o f  t h e  R e n a is s a n c e  se e  
F is h e r ," A n  End t o  th e  R e n a is s a n c e " ;  W il l ia m s .Age o f  Compromise 
( 1 9 5 9 ) , e s p e c i a l l y  p p .21 and 4 9 ; P a u ls o n .Theme and S t r u c t u r e p . 1 5 8 ; 
F uss e l l , The R h e to r i c a l  W orld o f  A u g u stan  Humanism( l9 6 5 ) p p .1 1 -2 5 ; 
H a r t , V isc o u n t B o lin g b ro k e :T o ry  H u m an is t( l 9 6 5 ) i n t r a . p . V I I I , p . l 4 2 .

A t k i n s ,E n g l is h  L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m :  The R e n a is s a n c e . p . 349; Lemmi, 
The C la s s ic  D e i t i e s  i n  B acon( l 9 3 3 ) p p .4 - 4 l :  f o r  p r im a ry  s o u rc e s
se e  E l i z a b e th a n  C r i t i c a l  E s s a y s . e d .S m i th . ( 1 9 0 4 ) . I  1 3 6 ,3 2 2 -3 3 ,1 1 ,  
p p .1 9 8 - 2 0 3 ; R e y n o ld s ," M y th o m y s te l" ( 1 9 33), i n  C r i t i c a l  E s s a y s  o f  
th e  S e v e n te e n th  C entm rv 'g id .S p in g arn v o l I ;  B o c c a c c io .G e n e a lo g ia  
Deorum G e n t i l iu m .XIV and XV; Comes . M y th o lo g ie  ou E x p l i c a t i o n  d e s  
F a b le s  ( 1 6 2 ? ) .P .8 4 0 .

3
T u v e r s o n ,M ille n n iu m  and U to p ia ( 1 9 4 9 ) p p .2 0 0 -1 3 ; A lle n  M y s te r io u s ly  
M eaniC1 9 7 0 ) ,p . 3 0 8 .

2



5V

Le B o ssu , a s  we oan  s e e  a b o v e , i s  r a t h e r  h o s t i l e  i n  h i s  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  

p u rp o se  o f  th e  a n c i e n t s '  c o n c e a lm e n ts , ev en  th o u g h  th e y  a r e  a  c r u c i a l  

p a r t  o f  h i s  a c c o u n t  o f  V i r g i l  and Homer, . T h i s  p e rh a p s  h e ra ld s  o u r  

own h o s t i l i t y  t o ,  and b a f f le m e n t  b y , su ch  e l i t i s t  p r o c e d u r e s .  I  do  

n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  an y  o f  th e  p r e v io u s  e x p la n a t io n s  a c c o u n t  f o r  th e  

a lm o s t u n i v e r s a l  a c c e p ta n c e  among p o e t s  and c r i t i c s  t h a t  i t  i s  th e  

t a s k  o f  a l l e g o r y  t o  e x c lu d e  'v u l g a r '  r e a d e r s ,  n o t  m e re ly  t e m p o r a r i ly  

i n  o r d e r  e v e n tu a l ly  t o  te a c h  o r  overcom e a  t y r a n n i c a l  re g im e , b u t  

p e rm a n e n t ly ,

In  h i s  s tu d y  o f  S p e n s e r 's  a l l e g o r y ,  M u rrin  a r g u e s  t h a t  

th e  p o e t 's  d e l i b e r a t e  d i v i s i o n  o f  h i s  a u d ie n c e  i s  t h e  co n se q u en ce  o f  

h i s  r e c o g n i t io n  t h a t  when &he w ise  man t r i e s  t o  re fo rm  s o c i e t y  

r a d i c a l l y  he i s  a t  b e s t  ig n o r e d .  F o r S p e n s e r  su ch  an  a l i e n a t i o n  o f  

o n e 's  a u d ie n c e  i s  i n  f a c t  a  s ig n  o f  th e  t r u e  p ro p h e t  o r  p h i l o s o p h e r ,^  

j u s t  a s , f o r  S w i f t , t h o s e  who have stwdied th e  " p a t t e r n  o f  human 

L e a rn in g "  know t h a t  th e y  sh o u ld  n o t  " fo rm  P a r t i e s  a f t e r  ( t h e i r )  % 

p a r t i c u l a r  N o t io n s " ,  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  " s tu b b o r n  ig n o ra n c e  o f  th e  

p e o p le " .  I t  i s  t h i s  common, and in  m ost c a s e s  u n a s s a i l a b l e , p r i d e  

w hich r e n d e r s  i t  h ig h ly  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  th e  r a t i o n a l i t y  o f  th e  

Houyhnhnms and  o f  ' r e a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y '  c o u ld  come t o  in fo rm  a  w hole 

com m unity . M u rrin  a rg u e s  t h a t  th e  f a i l u r e  o f  th e  p r o p h e t /p h i lo s o p h e r  

le d  i n  th e  R e n a is s a n c e  t o  a  s o r t  o f  r h e t o r i c ,  a lm o s t  i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  

p o e t r y ,  w hich ex c lu d e d  from  th e  p o e t's  m eaning  a l l  e x c e p t  th o s e  who 

c o u ld  ta k e  i t  s e r i o u s l y .  I t s  aim  was n o t  p r i m a r i l y  t o  te a c h  th e  few  

o r  t o  a v o id  c e n s o r s h ip ,  b u t  t o  p ro v id e  a  l i t e r a l ,  o r  m o ra l, l e v e l

4
W a lk e r ," E s o te r ic  Sym bolism "( 1 9 7 5 ) » A l l e n ,M y s te r io u s ly  M ean t; 
M a c c a f f r e y ,S p e n s e r 's  A l le g o r y ,p p .3 9 -4 5 .

1 M u rrin , The V e il  o f  A lle g o ry  ( I 9 6 9 ) , p p .2 2 -5 2 .



w h ich , a l th o u g h  f a l s e ,  b e n e f i t e d  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  r e a d e r s  i n  th e  o n ly

way p o s s i b l e .  The p h i lo s o p h ic a l  l e v e l  d e a l t  w ith  th e  f a l s i t y  o f  th e

m o ra l l e v e l  and so  had t o  b e  c o n c e a le d .  The p h i lo s o p h e r  was n o t  so

i n e f f e c t u a l  a s  t o  b e  u n a b le  t o  d e s t r o y  'n o b le  l i e s '  i f  he w ish e d .

H is h e l p l e s s n e s s  l a y  i n  h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  i n s t i t u t e  p o s i t i v e  re fo rm s ,

t o  c r e a t e  a  s o c i e t y  w hich was f u l l y  r a t i o n a l .  The p o e t  t h e r e f o r e

re s e m b le s  th e  h ie ro p h a n ts  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  m y s te ry  c u l t s  who p u b l i c l y

p ro p a g a te d  th e  n o t io n  t h a t  t h e r e  w ere many G ods, a s  b e s t  a d a p te d  t o

p rom ote  v i r t u o u s  c o n d u c t among th e  many, b u t  t o  t h e i r  i n i t i a t e s

t a u g h t  t h a t  t h e r e  was o n ly  o n e .^  T h is  e x p la in s  why th e  'm o r a l ' was

a lw a y s  th o u g h t  o f  a s  th e  i n i t i a l  and more o b v io u s  l e v e l  i n  th e  
2

a l l e g o r y .  Y et i n  a  s e n s e  i t  i s  th e  more im p o r ta n t  o n e , s in c e  

w ith o u t  i t  t h e  p h i lo s o p h e r  /p r o p h e t  i s  c o m p le te ly  u n a b le  t o  t u r n  h i s
3

know ledge t o  an y  p r a c t i c a l  u s e .  Our p u z z le m e n t a t  R e n a is s a n c e  

a l l e g o r i c a l  th e o r y  th e r e f o r e  s tem s u l t i m a t e l y  from  an  o p t i m i s t i c

1

2

3

I b i d , p p . 8 - 1 3 ,3 9 - 5 2 . F o r th e  s u r v i v a l  o f  t h i s  id e a  o f  th e  E g y p tia n  
m y s te ry  c u l t s  w e ll  i n t o  th e  e ig h t e e n th  c e n tu r y  s e e  W a rb u rto n , The 
D iv in e  L e g a tio n  o f  Moses D e m o n s tra te d (1 7 3 8 - 4 1 ) ,1 ,1 4 9 ;  I  1

" . . . . w h a t  was t a u g h t  and r e q u i r e d  i n  th e  l e s s e r  m y s t e r i e s ,  becam e 
th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  I n s t r u c t i o n  in  th e  g r e a t e r ;  The o b l i g a t i o n  t o  
a  Good L i f e  i n  t h o s e ,  made i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  rem ove th e  E r r o r s  o f  
P o ly th e is m  in  t h e s e ;  and  th e  D o c tr in e  o f  a  P ro v id e n c e  t a u g h t  t h e r e  
f a c i l i t a t e d  th e  R e c e p tio n  o f  th e  one C ause o f  a l l  t h i n g s  h e r e " *^nd 
s e e  -also B la c k w e ll ,  f o r  whom H om er's  g o d s a r e  a l l e g o r i c a l ,  b u t  
in te n d e d  t o  be ta k e n  l i t e r a l l y  by  th e  'v u l g a r '  i n  w hich  p r a c t i c e  
he was i m i t a t i n g  th e  E g y p t i a n s , w hich " . . . w i s e  P e o p le  seem t o  have 
o b s e rv e d  e a r l y  th e  C urbs o f  th e  human P a s s io n s ,  and  th e  m ethods o f  
g o v e rn in g  a  l a r g e  s o c ie ty ;  th e y  saw th e  g e n e r a l  B en t o f  M ankind, t o  
ad m ire  w hat th e y  do n o t  u n d e r s ta n d ,  an d  t o  s ta n d  i n  awe o f  
Unknown P ow ers, w hich th e y  fa n c y  c a p a b le  t o  do  them  good o r  i l l :  
They a d a p te d  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  B e l i e f  and Solem n C erem o n ies  t o  t h i s  
D i s p o s i t i o n . . . " — An E n q u iry  i n t o  th e  L i f e  and W r it in g s  o f  Homer
( 1 7 3 5 ) , p . 5 0 .

H a r r in g to n ( l5 9 l )  i n  E l i z a b e th a n  C r i t i c a l  E s s a y s .e d .  S m i t h , I , 201-3? 
M u rr in , The V e il  o f  A lleg o ry -.p .  1 1 5 -7 ; s e e  a l s o  T r in k a u s  , In  Our 
Image and L ik e n e s s . p . 715 . w here i t  i s  a rg u e d  t h a t  th e  h u m a n is ts  
c o u ld  r e c o n c i l e  t h e i r  p r a c t i c a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  r h e t o r i c  and m o ra l 
p h ilo s o p h y  w ith  t h e i r  more t h e o r e t i c a l  p h i lo s o p h iz in g  by  a s s ig n in g  
them  t o  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  o f  th e  a l l e g o r y .

B la c k w e l l ,An E n q u iry .p p .3 1 4 -5 .
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o r  a  p e s s i m i s t i c  r e a s s e s s m e n t  o f  th e  p r o p h e t 's  d ilem m a : we q u e s t io n

th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a n y o n e , ev en  th e  p r o p h e t ,  a r r i v i n g  a t  a  r a t i o n a l  

p r i n c i p l e  a g a i n s t  w hich s o c i e t y  can  be  m easu red , o r  we a r r i v e  a t  su ch  

a  p r i n c i p l e  w hich we b e l i e v e  can  be g e n e r a l l y  p ro p a g a te d .  B o th  t h e s e  

v iew s ca n  b e  c o n t r a s te d  t o  t h a t  o f  th e  a l l e g o r i c a l  p o e t ,  f o r  whom 

th e r e  i s  a  p e rm an en t r i f t  be tw een  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  and th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  

m en.^ I f  M u rrin  i s  r i g h t ,  th e n  a  c lo s e  r e a d in g  o f  many R e n a is s a n c e  

a l l e g o r i e s  would r e v e a l  a  p a r a d o x ic a l  m ethod , aim ed a t  l e a d in g  th e  

r e a d e r  on and  a t  d e n y in g  him a c c e s s  t o  th e  a u t h o r ' s  f u l l  m ean ing .

M u rrin  u s e s 'a l l e g o r y '  i n  t h e  b ro a d  s e n s e  i t  had f o r  th e
2

R e n a is s a n c e .,to  r e f e r  t o  a l l  t ro p e s ,  in c lu d in g  i r o n y .  T h is  m eans t h a t  

we c o u ld  hope t o  f i n d  ex am p les  more o b v io u s ly  r e l a t e d  t o  th e  

" D ig r e s s io n  on M adness" . S in ce  th e  " D ig re s s io n "  i s  so  c l e a r l y  

r e m in is c e n t  o f  E ra sm u s ' P r a i s e  o f  F o l ly  i n  i t s  j e s t i n g  b u t  somehow 

s e r io u s  a t t a c k  on th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  who 'u n m a sk s ' p o p u la r  d e lu s io n ,  t h i s  

seem s th e  n a t u r a l  p la c e  t o  s t a r t ,  th o u g h  c r i t i c s  te n d  t o  f e e l  t h a t  

th e  " D ig re s s io n "  h a s  a  s a v a g e , r u e f u l  o r  s t e r n  edge w hich  th e  P r a i s e

l a c k s . ^

I t  seem s t o  me t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a t  th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  P r a i s e

o f  F o lly  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  n o t io n  o f  th e  p e rm an en t r i f t  b e tw een  p h ilo s o p h y  

and common o p in io n  w hich we have d i s c u s s e d ;

At t h i s  p o in t  l e t  u s  su p p o se  some w ise  man d ro p p e d  from  
Heaven c o n f r o n t s  me and i n s i s t s  t h a t  th e  man whom a l l  
lo o k  up t o  a s  god and m a s te r  i s  n o t  even  human, a s  he i s

S t r a u s s , P e r s e c u t io n  and th e  .Art o f  W r it in g  ( 1 9 5 2 ) ,p p .3 4 - 7 .

M u rr in ,The V e il  o f  A l le g o r y , p . 5 8 ; K nox,The Word I r o n y . p . 6 ; 
Q u i n t i l i a n , I n s t i t u t i o  Q r a t o r i a . V l l l . v i . 54 - i r o n y  i s  d i s c u s s e d  
a lo n g  w ith  aen igm a a s  an  o b sc u re  f i g u r e  o f  s p e e c h .

F is h e r ," A n  End t o  th e  R e n a is s a n c e " ;  P a u ls o n .Theme and S t r u c tu r e  
i n  S w i f t 's  'T a le  o f  a  T u b ' . p p . 7 9 -8 0 : th o u g h  s e e  Hammond,“In  P r a i s e  
o f  Wisdom and th e  W ill o f  G o d " ( l9 8 3 ) .
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r u le d  by  h i s  p a s s i o n , l i k e  an a n im a l,  and i s  no more th a n  
th e  lo w e s t  s la v e  f o r  s e r v in g  so  many e v i l  m as te rs  o f  h i s
own a c c o r d  I f  he had t h i s  same s o r t  o f  t h in g  t o  say
a b o u t e v e ry o n e  e l s e ,  w hat would h appen?  We sh o u ld  a l l  
t h in k  him a  c r a z y  madman. N o th in g  i s  so  f o o l i s h  a s  
m is tim ed  wisdom, and n o th in g  l e s s  s e n s i b l e  th a n  m is 
p la c e d  s e n s e .  A m a n 's  c o n d u c t i s  m isp la c e d  i f  he d o e s n ' t  
a d a p t  h im s e l f  t o  t h i n g s  a s  th e y  a r e ,  h a s  no eye f o r  th e  
main c h a n c e , w o n 't  even  rem em ber t h a t  c o n v iv i a l  maxim 
'D r in k  o r  d e p a r t ' ,  and a s k s  f o r  th e  p la y  t o  s to p  b e in g  a  
p la y .  On th e  o th e r  h an d , i t ' s  a  t r u e  s ig n  o f  p ru d e n c e  
n o t  t o  w ant wisdom w hich e x te n d s  beyond y o u r  s h a r e  a s  an  
o r d in a r y  m o r ta l ,  t o  be w i l l i n g  t o  o v e r lo o k  th i n g s  a lo n g  
w ith  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  w orld  and w ear y o u r i l l u s i o n s  w ith  
a  good g r a c e .  P e o p le  say  t h a t  t h i s  i s  r e a l l y  a  s ig n  o f  
f o l l y ,  and I 'm  n o t  s e t t i n g  o u t t o  d en y  i t  -  so  lo n g  a s  
t h e y ' l l  ad m it on t h e i r  s id e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  th e  way t o  p la y  
th e  comedy o f  l i f e .

(E rasm u s, P r a i s e  o f  F o lly  ( I 5 1 5 )» P P -1 2 4 -5 )

E rasm us e l a b o r a t e s  on t h i s  in  h i s  a c c o u n t o f  th e  a d a g e , S i l e n i

A l c i b i a d i s , d e r iv e d  u l t i m a t e l y  from  P l a t o 's  Symposium, w hich he

i n t e r p r e t s  a s  m eaning t h a t  a l l  t r u l y  v a lu a b le  t h in g s  a r e  n o t

re c o g n iz e d  to  be su ch  by th e  m a jo r i t y ,  who ju d g e  in  th e  s e n s u a l ,

e x t e r n a l  way (E ra sm u s ,The Adages ( I 5 0 8 ) , p p .2 6 9 -7 9 ). T h is  show s t h a t  '

we a r e  c o r r e c t  i f  we f e e l  t h a t  in  th e  above sp e e c h  from  F o l ly ,

E ra s m u s 's  to n e  ch a n g es  a b r u p t ly  t o  one o f  g r e a t  s e r io u s n e s s .  We a r e

in  D e a v i s 's  p o s i t i o n  when he found h im s e l f  shocked  i n t o  t a k in g  S w i f t 's

a t t a c k  on unm asking  in  e a r n e s t . ^  K a is e r  f e e l s  t h a t  s a t i r e  becom es

so g e n e r a l  t h a t  i t  t u r n s  t o  sym pathy , and th e  mask i s  a c c e p te d  a s  a

2n e c e s s a ry  p a r t  o f  th e  w ise  m an 's  l i f e ,  --s i n  th e  T a ile , i t  i s  p o s s ib le  

t o  re a d  th e  p a s sa g e  m ere ly  a s  a  f u r t h e r ,  humoroiisly e x a g g e ra te d  

a t t a c k  on th e  f o l l y  o f  s o c i e t y ;  b u t  a t t e n t i v e  r e a d e r s  a r e  fo rc e d  

t o  a s k ,  w h e th e r th e y  a r e  t o  rem a in  in  th e  'common fo rm s ' and l i v e  a s  

i f  th e y  a r e  d e lu d e d  l i k e  ev e ry o n e  e l s e .  E ra s m u s 's  own s a t i r e  seem s to

The t e c h n i c a l  te rm  f o r  t h i s  su dden  change o f  to n e  i s  'p ro so p o p o e ia !  
- s e e  K ennedy ,R h e to r i c a l  Norms in  R e n a is s a n c e  L i t e r a t u r e ( I 9 7 8 ) .p p .
8 5 - 7 ; W il l ia m s . T w e n tie th  C e n tu ry  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  'T he P r a i s e  
o f  F o l l y ' ( 1 9 6 9 ) . P .1 0 .

2
K a is e r ,  P r a i s e r s  o f  F o l ly ( 1 9 6 4 ) . p . 6 I .
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r e v e a l  h i s  d is a g re e m e n t w ith  such  p a s s i v i t y .  M oreover, t h i s  r e a d in g  

b l u r s  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw een  F o l ly  h e r s e l f ,  who s e e s  d e lu s io n s  a s  

d e lu s io n s ,  and th e  f o o l s  who believe in  them . On th e  o th e r  h an d , th e  

a l t e r n a t i v e  is t o  sp e a k  o n ly  'm is p la c e d  s e n s e ' . ^

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  was E ra sm u s ' aim  to  b e w ild e r  some o f  

o f  h i s  r e a d e r s ,  a l th o u g h  we sh o u ld  n o t  f o r g e t  t h a t  i t  i s  p e r f e c t l y  

p o s s ib le  t o  re a d  th e  P r a i s e  s im p ly  fo r  am usem ent, w ith o u t  n o t i c i n g  

su ch  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s .  The iro n y  i s  d i a l e c t i c a l  in  s t r u c t u r e :  by

p r e s e n t in g  two opposed p o s i t i o n s ,  ea ch  r e v e a l i n g  th e  o th e r  to  be 

u n te n a b le ,  i t  in d u c e s  th e  r e a d e r  who g iv e s  i t  c lo s e  i n s p e c t io n  to  

s e a r c h  f o r  a  com prom ise. As in  R a b e la i s ' w ork, th e  u se  o f  th e  a e r i o  

I'g d e r e  i s  n o t s im p ly  to  e n t e r t a i n  on th e  l i t e r a l  l e v e l ,  and to  

i n s t r u c t  on th e  d e e p e r ,  i r o n i c  l e v e l ,  b u t  r a t h e r  f o r  th e  l i t e r a l  and 

th e  i r o n i c  l e v e l  to  be o p p o s i t e s ,  w hich m ust somehow be b ro u g h t t o  

'c o i n c i d e '  by th e  r e a d e r .^

B u t, a s  w ith  th e  " D ig re s s io n  on M adness" , i t  i s  by no 

m eans e a sy  t o  see  how t h i s  'c o in c id e n c e ' i s  t o  be r e a l i z e d .  K a is e r  

a rg u e s  t h a t  i t  i s  o n ly  by c o m b in a tio n  - t h e  s o l u t io n  i s  n o t  o n ly  

d e r iv e d  from  th e  e x tre m e s  b u t " . . . i n c l u d e s  something from  ea ch  ex trem e 

a s  w e l l . "  He a rg u e s  t h a t  by o p p o s in g  an  E p ic u re a n  t o  ea ch  S to ic  

v i r t u e ,  E rasm us a c h ie v e s  a  t r a n s v a l u a t i o n  in  w hich th e  r o l e  o f  th e
p

p a s s io n s  i s  r e a s s e r t e d . "  The d i f f i c u l t y  w ith  t h i s  v iew  sh o u ld  be

An exam ple o f  a  r e a d in g  w hich g lo s s e s  o v e r  t h i s  l a t t e r  d i f f i c 
u l t y  and s e e s  E rasm us a s  a im in g  t o  r e p la c e  common f o l l y  w ith  d iv in e  
f o l l y  i s  D e a n s ,The P r a i s e  o f  F o l ly  and i t s  B ack g ro u n d , p p .5 4 -8 .

For th e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  i r o n y  u n d e r  t h e  g e n e r a l  h e a d in g  
'c o n t r a d i c t i o n '  in  R e n a is sa n c e  r h e t o r i c a l  th e o r y  s e e  M u rr in , The 
V e il  o f  A l le g o r y , p . 5 8 , For E ra sm u s ' i r o n y  aa. i n v i t i n g  th e  r e a d e r  
t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  a  d e b a te , s e e  K a i s e r ,P r a i s e r s  o f  F o l l y , p p .5 4 -6 o ,  
9 2 -3 ;  K en n ed y ,R h e to r i c a l  Norms in  R e n a is s a n c e  L i t e r a t u r e  ( l9 ? 8 ) p p .

8 6 -9 3 ; K in n ey , " R h e to r ic  a s  P o e t ic :  H um anist F ic t io n  in  th e  -R e n a is s a n c e " , 
f o r  th e  l i n k  in  R a b e la i s ' work b e tw een  th e  ' s e r i o  luFere* 1 th e  
^ i l e n i  im age, and th e  C u san ian  n o t io n  t h a t  th e  t r u t h  m ust be  
a r r i v e d  a t  by  a  m e d ia t io n  b e tw e en  o p p o s i te s ,  s e e  W e in b e rg .The Wine



a p p a re n t  £bm th e  p r e v io u s  q u ota tion  I'rom L ra s iu u s . I n s o i a r  a s  th e  w ise  

man r e a d m its  th e  comraon p a s s io n s ,  he i s  com prom ising  h i s  w isdom . What 

f.^aiser s e e s  a s  a ra s m u s ' sym pathy  w ith  th e  cornua on man, in  whc» s e l f - l o v e  

r u l e s ,  i s  r a t h e r  a  p ra g m a tic  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  h i s  i r r e v e r s i b l y  s e l f - l o v i n g  

n a tu re . r o i ly  h as  a rg u e d  t h a t  i t  was n o t  th e  lo g ic  o f  th e  p h ilo sop h ers  

b u t th e  " s i l l y  c h i lu is h  f a b le s "  o f the r h e t o r i c i a n s  w hich  iriade c i v i l i z a t i o n  

p o s s ib le  ( iv a ise r^  r r a is e r s  o f  r o i l y  p . 1 0 0 ; .  This c o n te x t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  

mrasmus i s  concerned l e s s  w ith  q u e s t io n in g  th e  v a lu e  o f  philosophy to  

th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  h im s e l f  than t o  s o c i e t y  as a  w hole, he fo l lo w s  th e  

c l a s s i c a l  p h i lo s o p h e r s  we have u iscu sse d  in  c o n s id e r in g  i t  absurdly  

u n r e a l i s t i c  t o  expect the m a jo r i ty  o f  men to  l i v e  by f u l l y  r a t i o n a l  

stan d ard s.

iurasmus r e f e r s  t o  th e  o i l e n i  a lc ib ia d is  j u s t  b e f o r e  h i s  a t t a c k  on 

unmasking. I t  i s  l ik e ly  t h a t  he borrowed the imiage from r i c o ,  who had 

used i t  t o  e l u c i d a t e  h is  p r o je c te d  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  o f  philosophy and 

r h e to r i c . '^  This would i n d i c a t e  th a t z.rasmus d o e s  n o t  in te n d  us e ith e r  

t o  r e j e c t  philosophy or to  ig n o re  rhe f a c t  t h a t  m ost p e o p le  a r e  a t t r a c t e d  

to  d e lu s io n s  r a t h e r  than knowledge. uoes mrasmus g iv e  us an y  h in ts  a s  to  

th e  n a tu r e  o f  h i s  s o lu t io n ?  At th e  end o f  th e  r r a i s e , r o i l y  dem onstrates  

t h a t  C h r i s t i a n i t y  i s  a  popular r e l i g i o n ,  d e s ig n e d  fo r  comman, f o o l i s h  

readers; "the very young and the v e ry  o ld "  ("uod chose to  save th e  world 

th ro u g h  f o l l y  s in c e  i t  cou'd not be redeemed, by w isdom "; C h r i s t  gave h i s  

u n f a i l i n g  p r o t e c t io n  to  th e  ignorant m u l t i tu d e " ;  r r a i s e , p p . 9 7 - 2 0 0 fb u t i t  a l s o

(cont.) and the w il l  ( 1 9 7 2 ;; m a ste r s ,r a b e la is ia n  d i a le c t i c  and the r la to n ic  
Hermetic T rad ition  ( I 9 6 9 ; .

3
A a is e r ,  r r a i s e r s  o f F o l ly , p p . 5 4 - 9 3 .

^ f r a i s e  o f  F o l l y , p . 1(33» f o r  m rasm us' concern w ith  r h e t o r i c  s e e  H o y le , 
Erasmus on language and method in  T h eo lo g y  (1 9 7 7 ; .  f in n e y ,"m rasm us' 
A d ag ia"  ( I 9 8 I ; ,  and  G r a s s i ,  r h e t o r i c  a s  r h i lo s o p h y  ( l 9 8 0 ; ,p p .  5 5 -9  
d is c u ss  th e  S i le n u s  im age a s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a  u n io n  o f  p h ilo s o p h y  and 
r h e t o r i c .



6^

e n c o m p a sse s" th e  man who h a s  g a in e d  u n d e r s ta n d in g "  -co m p ared  t o  r l a t o ' s  

p h i lo s o p h e r  r e tu r n in g  from  th e  s u n l ig h t ,  who f i n d s  s a t i s f a c t i o n  in  h i s  

c o m p le te  l o s s  o f  s e l fh o o d  th ro u g h  h i s  lo v e  o f  G od’ s  u l t im a te  g o o d n ess  

( i b i d , p p .2 0 2 - 4 ; .  C h r i s t i a n i t y  t h e r e f o r e  c o n ta in s  b o th  a s p e c t s  o f  th e  

S i l e n u s :

S in c e , th e n ,  a l l  th e  pow er o f  th e  p io u s  s o u l  i s  d i r e c t e d  
to w a rd s  w hat i s  f u r t h e s t  rem oved from  th e  g r o s s e r  s e n s e s ,  
th e s e  become b lu n te a  and benum bed. The v u lg a r  crow d o f  
c o u r s e  d o e s  th e  o p p o s i t e ,  d e v e lo p s  them  v e ry  much and
more s p i r i t u a l  f a c u l t i e s  v e ry  l i t t l e  Then t h e r e  a r e
w hat we c a l l  in t e r m e d ia te  a f f e c t i o n s  w hich a r e  q u a s i 
n a t u r a l  t o  a l l ,  l i k e  lo v e  f o r  o n e ’s  c o u n t r y ,  and 
a f f e c t i o n  f o r  c h i l d r e n ,  p a r e n t s  and  f r i e n d s .  The crowd 
s e t s  g r e a t  s t o r e  by t h e s e ,  y e t  th e  p io u s  s t r i v e  t o  r o o t  
them  to o  from  t h e i r  s o u l ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  s u b l im a te  them  to  
th e  h ig h e s t  r e g io n  o f  th e  s o u l .  They w ish  t o  lo v e  t h e i r  
f a t h e r  n o t  a s  a  f a t h e r ,  f o r  he b e g o t  n o th in g  b u t  th e  
body and t h i s  to o  i s  owed t o  God th e  f a t h e r  b u t  a sa a^ g o o d  
man and one in  whom i s  r e f l e c t e d  th e  im age o f  th e  suprem e
mind w hich a lo n e  th e y  c a l l  th e  summun bonurn..............They
a l s o  say  t h a t  even  in  th e  s a c ra m e n ts  and  th e  a c t u a l  
o b s e rv a n c e s  o f  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n ,  b o th  body and  s p i r i t  a r e  
in v o lv e d ,  r o r  exam ple th e y  t h i n k  l i t t l e  o f  f a s t i n g  i f  i t  
means no more th a n  a b s t a i n i n g  from  m eat and  a  m eal -  
w hich f o r  th e  common man i s  th e  e s s e n t i a l  o f  a  f a s t .  I t  
m ust a t  th e  same tim e  re d u c e  th e  p a s s io n s ,  p e r m i t t i n g  
l e s s  a n g e r  o r  p r id e  th a n  u s u a l . . . . ( I b i d , p p . 2 0 4 -3 ;

The ’v u lg a r  crowd now r a t h e r  d e s p is e d ,  a r e  th e  'i g n o r a n t  m u l t i t u d e ' 

o f  a  few p a g e s  b e f o r e ,  f o r  whom C h r i s t i a n i t y  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  a d a p te d .  

C h r i s t i a n i t y  a v o id s  th e  r h e t o r i c a l  p ro b lem  c a u se d  by  th e  g u l f  b e tw een  

th e  w ise  man and common h u m an ity  b y , i n  a  s e n s e ,  a c c e p t in g  i t ,  and 

accom m odating i t s e l f  t o  th o s e  who c a n n o t hope t o  e s c a p e  from  th e  

'g r o s s e r  s e n s e s ' .  As n o y le  a r g u e s ,  th e  C h r i s t i a n  r e l i g i o n  i s  m u l t i 

l e v e l l e d  and a l l e g o r i c a l  i n  c h a r a c t e r ;  an . o rd e re d  cosm os o f  m eaning 

le a d in g  to w a rd s  C h r i s t . ^  We f i n d  an  a m b iv a le n c e  to w a rd s  p a s s io n s

H o y le , a rasm u s on ijanguage and m ethod in  T h e o lo g y , ( 1 9 7 ? ; , p p . l l j - 3 0 .  
r-or tn e  s u r v i v a l  o f  t h i s  n o t io n  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n i t y  i s  a d a p te d  t o  e v e ry  
d e g re e  o f  e g o c e n t r i c i t y  i n t o  th e  e ig n t e e n th  c e n tu r y  s e e  John  B ro w n 's  
a t t a c k  on th e  d e i s t  o h a f te s b u r y ,  w h o "c o n fin e s  h i s  id e a  o f  [ C h r i s t i a n i ty )  
t o  t h a t  p a r t  w hich c o n s i s t s  in  . . . a d o r a t i o n  o f  th e  suprem e b e in g ,  w ith 
o u t an y  p r o s p e c t  o f  f u t u r e  h a p p in e s s  o r  m is e ry  (w hich is ]  th e  n o b le s t  
p a r t ,  y e t  i t  i s  beyond th e  n ea ch  o f  a l l ,  sav e  o n ly  th o s e  who a r e  c a p a b le  
of th e  m ost e x a l t e d  d e g r e e s  o f  V i r tu e " ( a s s a y s  on th e  " G h a r a c t e r i s t i c s " . 
p . 2 1 1 ; .  l y j i .
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w hich  s u b l im a te  b u t  do  n o t  e n t i r e l y  t r a n s c e n d  v u lg a r  s e n s u a l i t y  in 

m rasm us h im s e l f ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  th e  e d i t o r  o f  th e  r r a i s e ;

F o l ly  c a r e f u l l y  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  t h e  p a s s io n s  b e lo n g in g  to  
th e  s e n s e s  i n  w hich th e  'v u l g a r  c ro w d ' i s  enm eshed , from  
th e  h ig h e r  a f f e c t i o n s ,  how ever h e s i t a n t  sh e  may re m a in  ' 
a b o u t  t h e s e .  They a r e  ' i n t e r m e d i a t e ' ,  ' q u a s i ' - n a t u r a l , 
c a p a b le  o f  b e in g  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  p o in t  o f  th e  
s o u l .  The u n c e r t a i n t y  i s  t r a n s f e r r e d  from  th e  e n c h i r i d io n  
w here some o f  th e  a f f e c t i o n s  come n e a r  t o  b e in g  v i r t u o u s ,  
e ra sm u s , f a r  to o  e m p i r i c a l l y  m inded t o  s y s te m a t iz e  h i s  
t e a c h in g ,  d o e s  i n  f a c t  move to w a rd s  g r e a t e r  sym pathy  w ith  
t h e s e  ' i n t e r m e d ia r y ' a f f e c t i o n s .
( n e v i ' s  a n n o ta t i o n  t o  th e  r r a i s e , p . 2 0 5 ; s e e  e n c h i r i d io n  
m il i t  i s  C h r i s t i a n !, ( 1 5 0 5 -4  ) pp .. 62 -  p , 8.1 -  5)

We w ould e x p e c t  e ra sm u s  n o t  t o  a t t a c k  b u t  a c t i v e l y  t o  u rg e  lo v e  f o r  

o n e 's  c o u n try  and o n e 's  r e l a t i v e s  b e c a u se  th e y  a r e  o n e 's  oGn r a t h e r  

th a n  b e c a u se  th e y  a r e  g o o d , b e c a u se  he g iv e s  e v e ry  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  th e  

m a jo r i ty  o f  p e o p le  a r e  in c a p a b le  o f  a n y th in g  more s e l f l e s s .  To 

s e r i o u s l y  c r i t i c i s e  th e s e  p a s s io n s  a s  d e lu s io n s  would be a t  b e s t  

p o i n t l e s s ,  a t  w o rs t ,  i r r e s p o n s i b l e ,  s in c e  t r u e  wisdom seem s u t t e r l y  

mad to  m ost p e o p le ,  and c o u ld  n o t  s e rv e  t o  r e p la c e  t h e s e  ' i n t e r m e d i a t e '  

q u a l i t i e s . ^

i n  h i s  e d u c a t io n  o f  a  C h r i s t i a n  r r i n c e ( 1 5 l 6 j . m rasm us d o e s  in d e e d  
s t r o n g ly  recommend th e s e  q u a l i t i e s :
" I f  ( th e  p r i n c e ;  h a s  any  c h i l d r e n ,  d e v o t io n  to w a rd s  them  sh o u ld  
u rg e  him on; i f  he h a s  no f a m i ly ,  he sh o u ld  be g u id e d  by d e v o t io n  
t o  h i s  c o u n try ;  and he s h o u ld  a lw a y s  k eep  k in d le d  th e  flam e  o f  h i s  
lo v e  f o r  h i s  s u b je c t s ! ' A lth o u g h  he s t r e s s e s  t h a t  th e  p r in c e  m ust 

be a  p h i lo s o p h e r  i n  t h i s  w ork, t h e r e  i s  a  t e n s i o n  w hich  he seem s 
t o  a d m it a t  v a r io u s  p o i n t s :  " He who i s  c a r r y in g  on th e  o f f i c e s
o f  th e  s t a t e  m ust g iv e  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  n o th in g  b u t  t h a t .  He 
m ust p e r fo rm  k in d n e s s e s  even  t o  th o s e  who a r e  u n g r a t e f u l ,  t o  th o s e  
who do  n o t  u n d e r s ta n d  and  t o  t h o s  e who a r e  o p p o sed . I f  t h e s e  
c o n d it io n s , a r e  n o t  t o  y o u r  l i k i n g ,  why do  you d e s i r e  th e  b u rd e n  o f  
r u l i n g ? "  u r  a g a in ,  r a t h e r  c u r io u s l y ;  "As we have a l r e a d y  s a i d ,  
sound d o c t r i n e s  s u i t a b l e  t o  a  p r in c e  s h o u ld  be im p la n te d  a t  o n c e . 
I t  was t o  t h i s  same end t h a t  r l a t o  w an ted  h i s  g u a -rd ian s  t o  t a k e  up 
d i a l e c t i c  a t  a  l a t e  p e r i o d , f o r  th e  s u b j e c t  d e a l s  w ith  e v e ry  s o r t  
o f  cfue5-Ko« and ten d s  t o  sh ap e  o n e 's  o p in io n s  w ith  r e g a rd  t o  t r u e  
v i r t u e  and  th e  d i s h o n o u ra b le "  (my i t a l i c s ; .

(see  p a g e s  1 8 2 ,1 8 3  and  2 0 5 )



i t  h a s  b een  shown t h a t  mrasirias ' c o n c e rn  w ith  p r a c t i c a l ,  e t h i c a l  

re fo rm  le d  to  a  m i s t r u s t  o f  th e  e s o t e r i c i s m  and  c a b b a lis m  w hich became 

a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  th e  h u m a n is t movement a t  one p o i n t . ^  C e r t a in ly  he 

condemns a  c e r t a i n  s o r t  o f  c a b b a lis m , b u t  he can  a l s o  sp ea k  in  an  

a p p ro v in g  way o f  th e  d e l i b e r a t e  co n c e a lm e n t o f  m ean ing ; in  th e  C o l lo q u i e s , 

T h a l ia  f i n d s  in  D arbari.B m 's v e ry  a t t a c k  on th e  a n c ie n t  poems a  p r o o f  o f  

th e  5UCC&SS w ith  w hich th e y  wrap up an a  n id e  tn e  t r u t h  in  ambiguous w ords 

an a  e n ig m a t ic a l  e x p r e s s io n s  so  a s  n o t  t o  c a s t  p e a r l s  b e fo re  s w in e .^

In  h i s  r h e t o r i c a l  m anual, ^  C o p ia , he w r i t e s  t h a t ,

. . . a l l e g o r y  som etim es r e s u l t s  in  enigm a . n o r  i s  t h a t  
bad , i f  you a r e  t a l x i n g  t o  th e  l e a r n e d ,  o r  w r i t i n g ;  
in d e e d , in  tn e  th e  l a t t e r  c a s e ,  n o t  even  i f  f o r  th e  
g e n e r a l  r e a d e r ,  r o r  th in g s  s h o u ld  n o t  be w r i t t e n  in  
su ch  a  way t h a t  ev e ry o n e  u n a e r s ta n a s  e v e r y th in g  b u t  so  
t h a t  th e y  a r e  f o r c e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  c e r t a i n  t h in g s  and 
l e a r n .

(un_j^opi^ ( 1 5 l k y ,p . j ü )

S c re e c h  a s s e r t s  t h a t  n rasm u s was i n t e r e s t e a  in  u h r i s t ' s  p a r a b l e s  

a s  e s o t e r i c  r a t h e r  th an  a i a a c t i c  a l l e g o r y ,  and  s t r e s s e s  th e  ex tre m e  

e l i t i s m  o f  w hich t h i s  was a  co n se q u en ce ; an  e l i t i s m  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  

e x p re s s e d  th ro u g h  th e  two r i a t o n i c  iiiiages o f  th e  o i l e n u s  an d  th e  u a v e .^  

However, t h e r e  i s  a  p ro b lem  in  t h i s  view , w hich b c re e c h  seem s to  

re c o g n iz e  when he a d m its  t h a t  C h r i s t ' s  f o l l y  had a  a i d a c t i c  p u rp o se  -  

t o  make the d iv in e  c o m p re h e n s ib le  t o  th e  hujiian- b u t  d e n ie s  t h a t  C h r i s t ' s

C u n d e rsh e im e r, "xijrasmus, numanism an a  th e  C h r i s t i a n  C a b b a la " ( I 9 6 3  j ; 
Z ik a , " r te u c h lin  and r,rasm us : Huiianism a n a  c c c u l t  r h i l o s o p h y " ( 1 9 7 6 - 7 ; .

The C o l lo q u ie s ^ I j k ? ; , U , 3 3 2 -3 •

F o r P l a t o ' s  Cave see  r r a i s e , p p .13% -202-3; bee a l s o  b c r e e c h , s t a s y  
and  th e  r r a i s e  o f  r o i l y ,p p . 6 9 - 9 3 , 2 2 8 - 3 9 ; and  f o r  m rasm us' e l i t i s m ,  
K ennedy, r h e t o r i c a l  norm s in  r e n a i s s a n c e  n i t e r a t u r e , p p .9 2 -3 »



p a r a b le s  w ere a  wary o f  a c c c m o d a tin g  t r u t h  t o  th e  u n d e r s ta n d in g s  o f  th e  

common p e o p le  ( b c r e e c h .E c s ta s y  an d  th e  r r a i s e  o f  F o l l y .p p . 2 3 2 - 4 j. As we 

have s e e n ,  C h r i s t  i s  se e n  in  th e  r r a i s e  a s  d i r e c t i n g  h i s  w ords a s  much 

t o  th e  common s im p le  f o l k  a s  t o  th e  .'Wan who h a s  g a in e d  u n d e r s ta n d in g " .

In  f a c t ,  many c r i t i c s  s e e  m rasm us a s  v a lu in g

s i m p l i c i t y  in  a l l e g o r y ,  th e  u n i v e r s a l i t y  o f  th e  a p p e a l  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,

and  th e  s o c i a l  c o n s e n s u s .^  Yet i n  t h i s  v iew  to o  t h e r e  i s  a  p ro b lem ;

w h ile ,  a s  K inney r i g h t l y  re m a rk s , th e  A d ag ia  d o e s  r e f l e c t  a  c e r t a i n

f a i t h  in  th e  ' s o c i a l  c o n s e n s u s ' ,  i t  i s  s u r e ly  p a r a d o x ic a l  t h a t  i t  i s  in

t h i s  work t h a t  we l i n a  th e  e x p l i c a t i o n  o f  th e  ' b i l e n i  A l c i b i a d i s ' , w here

• i t  i s  , a rg u e d  t h a t  e v e ry th in g  t r u l y  v a lu a b le  i s  h id d e n  from  th e  common

e y e .  ivinney a rg u e s  t h a t  mrasmus moved from  a  c o n c e p t io n  o f  a l l e g o r y  a s

o n ly  c o m p re h e n s ib le  t o  th e  few t o  a  f a i t h  in  th e  e n l ig h t e n in g  c a p a c i ty

o f  e v e ry d a y  sp e e c h ; b u t  t h i s  in v o lv e s  a  view  o f  th e  o i l e n u s  im age a s

r e f e r r i n g  e n t i r e l y  t o  b o c r â t e s '  h u m i l i t y ,  common s e n s e  an d  a w a re n e s s  o f  
2

h i s  l i m i t a t i o n s .  T h is  i s  n o t  th e  way r^rasmus u s e s  i t  -o n  th e  c o n t r a r y ,  

i t  sy m b o liz e s  th e  way C h r i s t  and  b o c r a t e s ,  a s  w e ll  a s  o th e r  c l a s s i c a l  

p h i lo s o p h e r s ,  d i s g u i s e d  t h e i r  wisdom a s  h u m i l i ty  (A d a g es , p p . 2 7 0 -1 4  

x ta th e r th a n  b r in g in g  t o  l i g h t  th e  t h in g s  w hich  a r e  t r u l y  d i v i n e ,  and  

t h e r e f o r e  c o n c e a le d  from  th e  common e y e , th e y  c o n c e a le d  them  in  t h e i r  

own d i s c o u r s e s ,  we m ig h t sa y  t h a t  th e y  l i s t e n e d  t o  M o l ly 's  a d v ic e  and 

a v o id e d  r u in in g  th e  p l a y .

1 would a rg u e  t h a t  i t  i s  im p o s s ib le  t o  r e s o lv e  t h e s e  : 

c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  w ith o u t  u n d e r s ta n d in g  th e  w id e ly  a c c e p te d  v iew  o f  

a l l e g o r y  a l r e a d y  d i s c u s s e d ,  in  w hich  t e a c h in g  and  c o n c e a l in g  w ent hand

 ̂ Stone,"Humanist E xegesis"  (1 9 7 4 -5 ;; K inney, "arasmus"Adagia"( I 9 8 I ); 
B o y le .Erasmus on language and method in  T heology.p p .1 2 0 -3 0 .

2
D. Kinney, "Erasmus* Adagia", pp. I 8 8 - 9 2 .
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in  hand. Because many cannot be taught a tr u ly  w ise way o f l i f e ,  

the a l l e g o r i s t  must, as i t  were, descend in to  the Gave and defend  

op in ion s which although u lt im a te ly  unwise are m orally b e n e f ic ia l .  For 

in s ta n c e , to  lo v e  o n e 's  fa th e r  because he i s  o n e 's  own i s  absurd in  

mrasmus' term s, but i t  would be wrong to  p o in t out t h is  a b su rd ity  s in c e  

i t  i s  as naive to  exp ect v ir tu e  to  take the p la ce  o f  t r a d it io n a l  modes 

o f  behaviour as to  expect p h ilo sop h ers to  be k in g s , and the attem pt to  

e n lig h te n  the people might weaken the t r a d it io n a l  modes but w ith no 

p o s it iv e  r e s u l t .  To e n te r ta in  on the o th er  hand; to  support what one 

would c a l l  s e l f i s h  m orality ; and a t  the same tim e to  h in t  a t  the  

d elu sory  nature o f  th a t m orality , would be to  produce a m u lt i - le v e l le d  

a lle g o r y  in  which the p h ilo so p h ic a l and th e  'moral* l e v e l  were 

a n ta g o n is t ic  to  each other. T his i s  why, to  r e c a p itu la te ,  the poet i s  

l ik e  the p r ie s t  o f  a m ystery c u l t  who a c t iv e ly  promotes a p o ly t h e is t ic  

c i v i l  r e l ig io n ,  w hile i n i t i a t i n g  some in to  the th e  worship o f  the une 

God, who i s  to  be im ita ted  and loved  ra th er  than feared  a s  a s tern  

law giver; and t h i s  i s  why the moral and the p h ilo so p h ic a l are sharply  

d is t in g u ish e d  l e v e l s  in  R enaissance c r it ic is m .^  To tea c h , the w ise man 

must a ls o  exc lu d e, because fa lse h o o a s  are more u se fu l to  some people  

than the tr u th .

The d is t in c t io n  between on the one hand the 'ign oran t  

m ultitude* and on the other the "man who has gained  understanding (and; 

p i t i e s  h is  companions and d ep lo res  t h e ir  in sa n ity "  i s  b lurred  by the  

fa c t  th a t both are c a lle d  f o o ls ,  and both are ca terea  fo r  s p e c ia l ly  by 

the C h ristia n  r e l ig io n ,  unly la t e r  does ^rasmus ay th a t a l l  other  

f o o ls  seem mad to  th ese  'b ig g e s t  f o o l s ' ,  fo r  to  do otherw ise would be 

to  imply th a t C h r is t ia n ity  was p a r t ly  a d e lu s io n  from the s t a r t .  The

1 m urrin,The V e il o f  A lle g o r y , p p .3 9 -4 2 ; Harrington (1 3 9 1 ) in  
E lizab ethan  C r it ic a l  A ssays,e d . b m i th ,p .2 0 3 .
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t r a n s i t i o n  i s  made i n  th e  l i n e ,  " f i n a l l y ,  th e  b ig g e s t  f o o l s  a l l  

a p p e a r  t o  be th o s e  who have once b een  w h o lly  p o s s e s s e d  by z e a l  f o r  

C h r i s t i a n  p i e t y "  ( P r a i s e , p . 2 0 1 ;. E rasm u s, in  o t h e r  w o rd s, d i s g u i s e s  th e  

f a c t  t h a t  when he s p e a k s  o f  " . . . t h e  v e ry  young and th e  v e ry  o ld ,  women 

and s im p le to n s  (b e in g )  th e  p e o p le  who ta k e  th e  g r e a t e s t  d e l i g h t  in  

s a c re d  and  h o ly  t h i n g s , "  he means t h a t  th e y  d e l i g h t  i n  th e  v e ry  

e x t e r n a l  r i t e s  w hich  a r e  th o u g h t  l i t t l e  o f  by  th o s e  who have g a in e d  

u n d e r s ta n d in g ,  f o l l y ' s  p e r s p e c t i v e  a l t e r n a t e s  b e tw een  th e  p o p u la r  and 

th e  p h i l o s o p h ic a l ,  f o r  a  f u l l  v iew  th e  r e a d e r  m ust com bine th e  two in  

w hat we m ig h t c a l l  a  'c o in c id e n c e  o f  o p p o s i t e s ' . ^  E rasm us d o e s  n o t  make 

i t  c l e a r  t h a t  t o  q u a l i f y  s e v e r e ly  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  th e  e x t e r n a l  r i t e  i s  

a l s o  t o  q u a l i f y  th e  a c c o u n t o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a s  a  r e l i g i o n  o f  th e  common 

p e o p le .

T h is  r a i s e s  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  p o in t  —  i f  E rasm us ca n  b o th  

c o n f irm  r e a d e r s  in  t h e i r  v iew  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n i t y  i s  th e  r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e .  

common man, an a  a t t a c k  t h i s  v iew  in  an  u n o b tru s iv e  way, th e n ,  i n  th e  

w ords o f  Thompson, th e  i r o n y  " . . . d o e s  more th a n  a f f e c t  th e  m ean in g .

T h ere  them e and  im age b le n d ;  th e  i ro n y  becom es th e  m ean ing" (>:^uoted . 

i n  K a i s e r 's  P r a i s e r s  o f  F o l ly  , p . j ô ;. In  o th e r  w o rd s , E rasm us shows u s 

how t o  a v o id  th e  a b s u r d i t y ,  i n e f f e c t u a l i t y  and  d a n g e ro u s  i r r e s p o n s i b 

i l i t y  o f  'm is p la c e d  s e n s e ' ,  by an  i r o n y  t h a t  b o th  te a d ie s  an.dv c o n c e a l s .^  

The r r a i s e  i s  a  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  mock d e c la m a t io n  t o  ' s u p e r f i c i a l '  

r e a d e r s .  We assum e a t  f i r s t  t h a t  e v e r y th in g  s a i d  i s  s u b je c te d  t o  a  

s im p le  i r o n i c  i n v e r s i o n ,  h ow ever, t h i s  r e a d in g  l e a d s  u s t o  become

1 F o r th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  N ic h o la s  o f  C u s a 's  P l a t o n i s t  humanism to  
E rasm us se e  n e v i 's  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  une P r a i s e , p . 2 1 .

2
See p a r t i c u l a r l y  r r a i s e , p . 137; w here d e lu s io n s  a r e  com pared t o  th e  
shadow s on P l a t o ' s  C ave. F o l ly  o n ly  s a y s  'T h e  f i a j o r i t y  o f  m en' f in d  
h a p p in e s s  i n  t h e s e ,  r a t h e r  a s  S w if t  o n ly  s p e a k s  o f  'h a p p in e s s  a s  i t  
i s  g e n e r a l l y  u n d e r s to o d . '
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E rasm u s ' d u p e s , c h i e f l y  a t  two m om ents^- f i r s t l y ,w h e n  we a r e  t o l d  t h a t

d e lu s io n s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  m ost p e o p le  ' s  h a p p in e s s ;  and  s e c o n d ly , i n
2

t h e  f i n a l  s e c t i o n  on th e  F o l ly  o f  th e  C ro s s .  we can  t h i n k  o f  t h i s

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  w hich  we can  c a l l  ' i n f l e x i b l e  i n v e r s i o n ' , a s  c a l c u l a t e d

t o  e n t e r t a i n  many, vex  a  few ^ , a t t a c k  c o r r u p t io n s  i n  th e  C hurch  and

in f lu e n c e  p u b l i c  o p in io n  a g a i n s t  th e  *b a rb a r ic *  s c h o l a s t i c s .  I t  i s

q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t o  re a d  th e  p re v io u s  q u o ta t i o n  ( s e e  p . 6 0 )  a lo n g  th e  same

l i n e s  a s  a  hum orous e x a g g e r a t io n ,  a s  i t  i s  t h a t  w hole p a r t  o f  th e  work

( e s p e c ia l ly  s e c t io n s  2 4 -3 3  and 4 2 - 4 8 ; .  Erasmus' aim was to  produce
4f o o l i s h  r e a d e r s ,  and he was e n t i r e l y  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h i s .  T h is  d o e s  n o t  

mean t h e  work was a im ea o n ly  a t  th e  few -  on th e  c o n t r a r y ,o n  th e  l i t e r a l  

o r  'm o ra l*  l e v e l ,  t h e  work i s  an  e n t e r t a i n i n g  and e f f e c t i v e  h u m a n is t 

p o lem ic  and  one t h a t  d e f e n d s  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a s  a  w h o le , n o t  m e re ly  th e  

r a r e f i e d ,  i n t e r n a l i z e d  C h r i s t i n a i t y  o f  th e  c o n c lu s io n .

F o l ly  i s  th e  G oddess o f  a  m y s te ry  c u l t  and th e  f o o l s  sh e  

a d d r e s s e s  a r e  ' m y s ta s ' o r  s e m i - i n i t i a t e s ,  re a d y  f o r  t h e i r  seco n d  s ta g e  

o f  i n i t i a t i o n . ^  T h is  i s  a  jo k e  o f  c o u r s e ,  s i n c e , i t  seem s, th e  f i r s t  

s t a g e  i s  r e a c h e a  s im p ly  by becom ing a  f o o l ;  b u t  ev e ry o n e  i s  a  f o o l  

a c c o rd in g  t o  i- o l l y , ao h e r  a u d ie n c e  c a n n o t  be  e x c lu s iv e ,  a s  sh e  im p lie s ,  

N e v e rth e le ss , one g ro u p  o f  p e o p le  a r e  n o t  i n  h e r  audience —  th e  

m o ro so p h e rs , who have th e  d e lu s io n  t h a t  th e y  a r e  th e  w is e . ( P r a i s e , p .6 8 -  

9 ). H e r 'jJ e v o te e s  ' t h e r e f o r e  have a  f o l l y  w hich i s  a lm o s t  synonim ous w ith  

th e  S o c r a t i c  :O oncept o f  know ledge o f  o n e 's  own ig n o ra n c e  (w hich,, 

i n  th e  c a s e  o f  S o c r a te s ,  m eant t h a t  he a lw a y s  w an ted  t o  l e a r n  E rasm us

^ r 'o r  th e  r r a i s e  a s  g iv in g  r i s e  t o  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  o f  r e a d in g  se e  
H udson ,"T he f 'o l l y  o f  E rasm u s" ( 1941 ; , p p .3 0 -2 .

2
F o r t h i s  d o u b le  p a ra d o x  s e e  m i l l e r ' s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  th e  P r a i s e  x%i_

3
See Erasmus' l e t t e r  t o  m a r t in  u o rp  ( 1 3 1 3 )^ i n  p r a i s e . p p .2 2 3 -8 , f o r  th e  

i n d ig n a t io n  o f^ th e  s c h o l a s t i c s .
( r 'o r  4 ,3 ,  & 6 , s e e  o v e r  p ag e .)
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im p l ie s  t h a t  he w r i t e s  f o r  th o s e  who a r e  p re p a re d  t o  r e c o g n iz e  s e l f -  

lo v e ,  th e  b a s i c  d e l u s i o n ,  i n  th e m s e lv e s ,  and  e x c lu d e s  th e  m o ro so p h ers  

in  some way from  h i s  m e a n in g /  The seco n d  s t a g e  o f  i n i t i a t i o n ,  I  would 

s u g g e s t ,  comes when F o l ly  r a i s e s  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  th e  u t i l i t y  o f  th e  

know ledge o f  th e  n e a r  u n i v e r s a l i t y  o f  d e lu s io n  (q u o te d  p . 6 0 ;,  sh e  d o e s  

t h i s  on th e  l i t e r a l  l e v e l  o f  th e  i r o n y ,  so  t h a t  h e r  d e m o n s t r a t io n  o f  th e  

u s e l e s s n e s s  o f  wisdom w i l l  be ta k e n  a s  a  jo k e  by a l l  ' s u p e r f i c i a l '  

r e a d e r s ,  who a r e  in te n d e d  t o  be i d e n t i c a l  w ith  th o s e  who have n o t  

s e r i o u s l y  exam ined t h e i r  own s o u l s  and  found  f o l l y  t h e r e ,  E rasm us 

a c c e p t s  t h a t  m ost r e a d e r s  w i l l  n o t  ta k e  F o l l y 's  w ords t o  h e a r t  and 

a c t u a l l y  e x p l o i t s  t h a t  f a c t ,  r 'o r  th e  'd e v o te e s '  E ra sm u s ' p ro s o p o p o e ia  

i s  a  sh o ck , s in c e  h a v in g  ta k e n  i^ o lly  s e r i o u s l y  th e y  a r e  a g a in  a sk e d  t o  

become moroKopKers and "w ear t h e i r  i l l u s i o n s  w ith  a  good g r a c e " .  F'or 

th e s e  r e a d e r s ,  d e c la m a tio n  opens up l i k e  a  b i l e n u s  t o  r e v e a l  E ra sm u s ' 

d i a l e c t i c / "  th e  aim  o f  w hich  i s  t o  b r in g  them  t o  r e c o g n iz e  th e  g u l f  

b e tw een  th e m s e lv e s  a s  i‘‘o l l y ' s  'd e v o t e e s ' ,  who a r e  aw are  o f  t h e i r  f o l l y ,  

and th e  m o ro so p h e rs?  The d ilem m a h e r e ,  p r o p e r ly  u n d e r s to o d ,  p r e p a r e s  us

4 r 'o r  th e  way th e  P r a i s e  d i v i n e s  i t s  a u d ie n c e  s e e  k a i s e r , P r a i s e r s  o f  
j 'o l l y , p p .3 1 , 3 8 , 9 I - 2 ; K en n ed y ,r h e t o r i c a l  N orm s, p p . 9 2 -3 ; Thomson,
I ro n y ;  An n i s t o r i c a l  l n t r o d u c t i o n ( l 9 2 6 ; ,p p .2 l6 .2 3 Q .2 3 4 .

■Boyle,C h r i s te n in g  p ag an  n y s t e r i e s Ç lç B l; ,p p .3 U - 6 l .

°  F o r  S o c r a t i c  se lf-know ledge a s  a w a re n e ss  t h a t  th e  e s s e n c e  o f  th e  s o u l  
i s  th e  d e s i r e  f o r  know ledge, s e e  r iy la n d ,The V ir tu e  o f  P h ilo s o p h y  ( I 9 8 I ; .

 ̂ F o r s e l f - l o v e  a s  th e  suprem e d e lu s io n  se e  P r a i s e , p p . 9 4 -5 .
2.

F o r th e  way s o p h i s t i c  d e c la m a tio n  becom es d i a l e c t i c  i n  th e  work o f  
E rasm u s, more and  P l a t o ,  th e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  w i t h 'p o e t r y ' 
a s  th e  R e n a is sa n c e  u n d e rs to o d  i t ,  and  th e  l i n k  to  th e  S i le n u s  im age, 
see  K in n e y ," r h e to r i c  a s  P o e t i c  H um anist R 'ic t io n  i n  th e  R e n a is s a n c e " .

o
^ / o r  th e  para:.o;< t h a t  anyone who a d m its  h i s  f o l l y  c a n n o t be f o o l i s h  

see  r a v lo v s k i  ' s r r a i s e  o f  . i /o l ly . s t r u c t u r e  and I ro n y  ( 1 9 6 3 / ,0 . 5 .
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to  understand la t e r  th a t C h r is t ia n ity  i s  acccnvncaatea both to  th e  w ise  

and the fo o lis h ;  and n e c e s s a r i ly  so s in c e  "there i s  t o t a l  disagreem ent 

between the two p a r t ie s  on every p o in t ana each th in k s the other mad.." 

( b r a is e ,p .2 0 6 ;.

A lth o u g h  i t  was th e  a p p a re n t  i-xontanism o f  HiZasmus' 

c o n c lu s io n  w hich was c h i e f l y  a t t a c k e a  (b c r e e c h ,  a c s ta s y  and th e  b r a i s e  

o f  b o l l y ,p .c 0 3 ) ,  i n  th e  c o n te x t  o f  th e  w hole work th e  f o l l y  o f  th e  C ro ss  

t e a c h e s  a n o th e r  e q u a l ly  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  l e s s o n :  tn e  w ise  man m ust

a c c e p t  and en c o u rag e  th e  moae o f  w o rsh ip  o f  i g n o r a n t  and 's e n s u a l '  men, 

even  th o u g h , i n  h i s  v iew , i t  aiiiounts t o  i a o l a t r y .  ne th u s  re s e m b le s  th e  

p r i e s t  o f  th e  m y s te ry  c u l t  and  th e  a l l e g o r i c a l  p o e t  ( i i u r r i n , V e il o f  

A l le g o r y , p p . 3 9 - 4 2 and  f i n a l l y  ^ ra sm u s h im s e l f  a s  a  r h e to r ic i a n ,w h o  

h as  shown th e  r e a d e r  how t o  h id e  a  h a rm fu l p h i l o s o p h ic a l  t e a c h in g ,  

w hich r e v e a l s  r e l i g i o n  a s  commonly p r a c t i s e a  t o  be a  d e l u s i o n ,  u n ly  th e  

a t t e n t i v e  r e a d e r  w i l l  s ee  t h a t  th e  p r a i s e  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y ' s  p o p u la r  

a p p e a l  i s  in  c o n f l i c t  w ith  th e  p r a i s e  o f  i t s  a p p e a l  t o  th e  few , b u t  

th e n  th e s e  have b een  p re p a re d  to  re c o g n iz e  t h a t  a ra s m u s ' c o v e r t  m ethods 

a r e  n eed ed  t o  p r o t e c t  t h a t  p o p u la r  a p p e a r ,  by th e  e a r l i e r  d e m o n s t r a t io n  

o f  th e  f o l l y  o f  unm asking d e l u s i o n .

i f  t h i s  i s  rurasm us' t e a c h in g ,  th e n  i t  d e c i s i v e l y  d e t e r 

m ines h i s  m ethod o f  te a c h in g ,w h ic h  in  t u r n  can  c l a r i f y  th e  d o c t r i n e  

i t s e l f .  To a v o id  th e  a b S u r a i ty  o f  t e l l i n g  e v e ry o n e  t h a t  n o t  a l l  t r u t h s  

can be spoken  a rasm u s a l lo w s  th e  l i t e r a l  l e v e l  o f  r ' o l l y ' s  w ords t o  come 

s t a r t l i n g l y  n e a r  th e  t r u t h  a t  c e r t a i n  m om ents. C w ift d o e s  th e  same in  

th e  " L /ig re s s s io n  on r ia d n e s s " .  I t  i s  c r u c i a l  t o  th e  s u c c e s s  o f  b o th  o f  

th e s e  a t t a c k s  on unm asking  t h a t  i t  i s  p o s s ib le  t o  o v e r lo o k ,  a s  w e ll  a s  

t o  p e r c e iv e ,  t h e i r  s e r io u s n e s s #

J u s t  a s  th e  " d i g r e s s i o n  on i-iadness" lo o k s  b ac k  t o  th e  

r r a i s e , so  G u l l i v e r 's  T r a v e l s ,b o o k  IV lo o k s  b a c k  t o  m o re 's  U to p ia .^

1 . s e e  Over p a g u .



A d i s c u s s i o n  o f  th e  l a t t e r  work w i l l  f u r t h e r  c l a r i f y  the  r h e t o r i c a l  

p rob lem ' and th e  s o l u t io n  t o  i t  o u t l in e d  ab o v e . The c e n t r a l  q u e s t io n  

r a i s e d  by th e  work i s  w h e th e r H y th lo d a y 's  U to p ia  i s  a  d e s i r a b l e  o r  

r e a l i z a b l e  i d e a l .  C r i t i c s  a r e  d iv id ed , on t h i s  .p o in t ;  Those who t h in k  

i t  i s  have a  p ro b lem  in  'm o r e 's ’ s u p p o r t  f o r  t h a t

. . .p h i l o s o p h y  mc-e c i v i l ,  w h ich  kno w eth , a s  ye would s a y , 
h e r  own s t a g e ,  and t h e r e a f t e r ,  o r d e r in g  and b e h a v in g  
h e r s e l f  i n  th e  p la y  t h a t  sh e  h a th  i n  h a n d ,p la y e th  h e r  
p a r t  a c c o r d in g ly  w ith  c o m e l in e s s ,  u t t e r i n g  n o th in g  o u t
o f  due o rd e r  and f a s h i o n ............. if or  by  b r in g in g  in  o th e r
s t u f f  t h a t  n o th in g  a p p e r t a i n s t h  t o  th e  p r e s e n t  m a t te r ,  
you m ust n e e d s  mar and p e r v e r t  th e  p la y  t h a t  i s  i n  h an d , 
th o u g h  th e  s t u f f  t h a t  you  b r in g  be much b e t t e r ,  what 
p a r t  s o e v e r  you  have ta k e n  upon y o u , p la y  t h a t  a s  w e ll  
a s  you can  and make th e  b e s t  o f  i t .
(m ore. U to p ia , p A?)

T h is  i s  c irc u m v e n te d  by d e m o n s t r a t in g  t h a t  t h i s  p a r t  o f  th e  f i r s t  

book was n o t  p a r t  o f  m o re ' s  o r i g i n a l  c o n c e p t io n ,  b u t  r a t h e r  d e a l s  w ith  

th e  s p e c i f i c  p ro b lem  o f  c o u n s e l ,  when one i s  f a c e  to  f a c e  w ith  p o w e rfu l 

and f o o l i s h  men. A cco rd in g  t o  t h i s  v iew  th e  seco n d  book a v o id s  th e  

p ro b lem  by b e in g  w r i t t e n .  I t  i s  th e n  a rg u e d  t h a t  ao o k  Two r e p r e s e n t s  a  

g e n u in e  i d e a l  w hich more ' s r h e t o r i c  can  h e lp  s o c i e t y  a t t a i n  In  

p a r t i c u l a r  i t  i s  m a in ta in e d ,  more th o u g h t  o f  p r id e  a s " t h a t  's e r p e n t  from  

H e l l '  w hich  i n e v i t a b l y  'e n tw in e s  i t s e l f  a ro u n d  th e  h e a r t s  o f  men' in  

any  i n e g a l i t e r i a n  s o c i e t y ' ;  o r  in  o th e r  w o r d s , t h a t  more f i n d s  th e  o r i g i n  

o f  s e l f - l o v e  in  i n s e c u r i t y  and  i n s u f f i c i e n c y ,  and  t h a t  t h e r e f o r e  i f  ■ .

H a r t , V isc o u n t p o l in g b ro k e ;  Tory h u m a n is t , p .1 4 2 ; T r a u g o t t , "A Voyage 
t o  h o w h ere" ; m ezc iem s,"T he  U n ity  o f  S w i f t 's  Voyage t o  x^aputa". F o r 
e v id e n c e  o f  S w i f t 's  p o s s e s s in g  b o th  w orks s e e  w i l l ia m s .  S w i f t ' s  
i i i b r a r y , c a ta lo g u e  n o .4 3 ; i^e ra n u , "C a ta lo g u e  o f  b ea n  S w i f t 's  L ib ra ry "  
p . 2 7 2 .

? >1
H exter ,m ore's 'U top ia '.T h e biography o f an ld e a (l963vi. PP.2 7 -3 4 .1 2 2 -  
4 4 ; F le is h e r ,h a d ic a l neform and P o l i t i c a l  l e r s u a s io n , (1 9 7 3 j ,p p .1 2 9 -5 0 .
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s o c ia l  in s t i t u t io n s  promote e q u a lity  men w i l l  respond by behaving  

r a t io n a l ly .^

I t  seems to  me th a t t h is  view i s  based on a m isreading  

o f H ythloday's co n c lu sio n  to  h is  d e s c r ip t io n  o f U topia, where he lam ents 

th a t r ic h  men do not share out th e ir  g ra in  to  the s ta r v in g , and doubts 

not th a t Utopian communism would have been in s t i tu te d  long ago,

. . . i f  i t  were not th a t one only b e a s t , the p r in c ess  and 
mother o f  a l l  m isc h ie f , r r id e , doth w ithstand and l e t  i t .  
She measureth not w ealth  and p r o sp e r ity  by her own 
com m odities, but by the m isery and incom m odities o f  
o th er , bhe would not by her g o o d w ill be made a goddess  
i f  there were no w retches l e f t  over whom she might, l ik e  
a sc o rn fu l la d y , r u le  and trium ph, over whose m ise r ie s  i 

her f e l i c i t i e s  might sh in e , whose poverty  she might vex , 
torm ent, and in crea se  by gorgeou sly  s e t t in g  fo r th  her  
r ic h e s .  This hellhound creep eth  in to  men's h ea r ts  and 
plucketh  tnem back from  e n ter in g  the r ig h t  path o f  l i f e ,  
and i s  so  d eep ly  rooted in  men's b r e a s ts , th a t she cannot 
be p lu ck ed  ou t.
( M o r e , u t o p i a , p . 134)

x'iore s p e c i f i c a l ly  d e n ie s  here th a t in su ffic ien cy  i s  the mother o f  

pride; on the contrary, pride i s  sp o len  o f  a s  the mother o f  a l l  e v i l s ,  

in c lu d in g  in s u f f ic ie n c y .  The m istake i s  u n a ersta n ca b le , however, more 

trap s h is  readers; they are f i r s t  sp ell-b ou n d  w ith  adm iration a t  h is  

p e r fe c t  commonwealth and only then informed th a t Utopia i s  l i t e r a l l y  

'nowhere' and never could be a c tu a liz e d  in  the r e a l ,  p r id e fu l world.

The shock i s  eq u iv a len t to  th a t caused, by r o l l y ' s  dem onstration  th a t i t  

i s  unwise to  d i s i l lu s i o n  most p eo p le , ana should lead  us to  r e a ss e s s  

the importance o f  m ore's 'ph ilosophy  more c i v i l ' ,  which makes use o f  

the same stage  metaphor as r,rasmus.

un c lo s e  in s p e c t io n , Utopia i s  f u l l  o f  d e lib e r a te  

in c o n s is te n c ie s  and s u r p r is e s , a l l  o f  which lead  us to  q u estio n  the  

view th a t i t  i s  a r a d ic a l work in  any sim ple s e n s e . For in s ta n c e , we

S k in n e r , The F o u n d a tio n  o f  m odem  P o l i t i c a l  T h o u g h t(1 9 7 0 j , l , p p . 2 6 0 -2 , 
H e x te r , The V is io n  o f  P o l i t i c s  on th e  Lve o f  th e  d e f o rm a t io n ( 1 9 7 3 ) ,pp. 
1 0 4 ,1 2 6 -3 0 ; F l e i s h e r , r a d i c a l  defo rm  and  P o l i t i c a l  F e r s u a s io n , p . 4 l - 5 ;  
Ames, C i t i z e n  Thomas more and h i s  U to p ia ( l9 4 9 jp .I O  have s im i l a r ^ v i e w s .
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a r e  t o l d  t h a t  many p o s i t i v e l y  d e l i g h t  in  fa rm in g  w ork; and , im m e d ia te ly  

a f t e r w a r d s , t h a t  th e  . c h ic k e n s  fo l lo w  men r a t h e r  th a n  h e n s  when th e y  

h a tc h .  T h is  b i z a r r e  d e t a i l  l e a d s  us t o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  we a r e  b e in g  duped 

in  b o th  c a s e s .  S u re  en o u g h , l a t e r  we a r e  t o l d  t h a t

The p e o p le  be g e n t l e ,  m e rry , q u ic k ,  and f i n e  w i t t e d ,  
d e l i g h t i n g  in  q u i e t n e s s  a n d , when n e e d s  r e q u i r e t h ;  a b le  
t o  a b id e  and  s u f f e r  much b o d i ly  l a b o u r ,  m ise  th e y  be 
n o t  g r e a t l y  d e s i r o u s  and fo n a  o f  i t ;  b u t  i n  th e  e x e r c i s e  
and s tu d y  o f  th e  mind th e y  be n e v e r  w eary .
( I b i d , p p . 3 6 ,9 4 ;

I t  i s  n o t  a f t e r  a l l  n a t u r a l  t o  lo v e  p h y s i c a l  l a b o u r ,  th o u g h  i t  may be 

to  lo v e  m e n ta l l a b o u r .  T h is  s u p p o r ts  'M o r e 's '  b e l i e f  i n  th e  n eed  f o r  

i n c e n t i v e s  ( i b i d , p . 52 ). S im i l a r l y ,  we a r e  t o l d  t h a t

. . . t h e r e  i s  n o th in g  w i th in  th e  h o u s e s  t h a t  i s  p r i v a t e  o r  
any m an 's  o w n . . .  [ d u t , im m e d ia te ly  a f te rw a rd s ]  . . . t h e y  s e t  
a  g r e a t  s t o r e  by t h e i r  g a r d e n s . . . t h e i r  s tu d y  and 
d i l i g e n c e  h e r e in  comes n o t  o n ly  o f  p l e a s u r e ,  b u t  a l s o  o f  
a  c e r t a i n  s t r i f e  and c o n t e n t i a n t h a t  i s  b e tw een  s t r e e t  and 
s t r e e t  c o n c e rn in g  th e  tr im m in g , h u s b a n d in g , and f u r n i s h 
in g  o f  t h e i r  g a r d e n , e v e ry  man f o r  h i s  own p a r t .
( I b i d , p . 6 1 ;

mven in  U to p ia , a p p a r e n t ly ,  t h e r e  i s  p r i c e ,  w hich r e n d e r s  ev en  more 

p u z z l in g  an  a l r e a d y  p u z z l in g  p a ra g ra p h  i n  w hich  H y th lo d ay  d e f e n d s  th e  

p r a c t i c a l i t y  o f  th e  U to p ian  com m unist sy s tem ;

r o r  why s h o u la  a n y th in g  be d e n ie d  u n to  h im , s e e in g  
th e r e  i s  ab u n d an ce  o f  a l l  t h i n g s ,  and i t  i s  n o t  t o  be 
f e a r e d  l e s t  any  man w i l l  a s k  more th a n  he n e e d e th ?  F o r 
why s h o u la  i t  be th o u g h t  t h a t  t h a t  man would a s k  more 
th a n  enough w hich i s  s u re  n e v e r  t o  la c k ?  C e r t a in ly  in  
a l l  k in d s  o f  l i v i n g  c r e a t u r e s  e i t h e r  f e a r  o r  l a c k  d o th  
c a u se  c o v e to u s n e s s  and  r a v i n ,  o r  i n  man o n ly  p r i d e ,  
w hich  c o u n te th  i t  a  g l o r i o u s  th in g  t o  p a s s  and e x c e l  
o th e r s  i n  th e  s u p e r f lu o u s  and  v a in  o s te n ta t io n  o f  t h i n g s ,  
th e  w hich k in d  o f  v ic e  among th e  U to p ia n s  can  have no  ̂
p l a c e .
( I b i d , p . 71)

H y th lo d ay  e x p la in s  p e r f e c ly  why c o v e to u s n e s s  w i l l  n o t  l e a d  t o  t h e f t .  

Nowhere d o e s  he j u s t i f y  h i s  f l a t  s ta te m e n t  t h a t  p r id e  h a s  "n o  p l a c e "  i n
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u to p ia ,  we c o u ld  go so  f a r  a s  t o  say  t h a t  U to p ia  i s  a  v i s i o n  o f  w hat 

man c o u la  a c h ie v e  were he w ith o u t  p r i a e .

u o e s  t h i s  mean t h a t  & ore, l i k e  'h o r e '  an a  r o i l y  , 

a d v o c a te s  a  l i f e  o f  p ru d e n t  c o n fo rm ity ? ^  ' ix o re ' i s  c l e a r l y  h im s e l f  

s a t i r i z e d  f o r  h i s  view  t n a t  , th ro u g h  c o m m u n is m ," . . .a l l  n o b i l i t y ,  

m a g n if ic e n c e ,  w o rsh ip , h o n o u r, a n a  m a je s ty ,  th e  t r u e  o rn am en ts  and 

h o n o u rs , a s  t h e  common o p in io n  i s ,  oi' a  com m onw ealth, u t t e r l y  be 

o v e rth ro w n  and d e s t r o y e d . . . " ( i b i d , p . I j j ; ,  an a  y e t  i f  s e l f - l o v e  o r  p r id e  

c h a r a c t e r i z e s  man th e n  th e  s p h e re  i n  w hich th e  w o u la -b e  r e fo rm e r  m ust 

work i s  in d eed  t h a t  o f  ' coimiion o p i n i o n ',  an a  some s o r t  o f  com prom ise
p

su ch  a s  'm o re ' a rg u e s  f o r  i s  n e c e s s a r y .  ' -buch  a  com prom ise would 

in v o lv e  an  u t t e r  an a  c o n t in u in g  o p p o s i t io n  be tw een  i d e a l  an a  p r a c t i c e . ^  

W einer i d e n t i f i e s  t h i s  o p p o s i t io n  w ithn ,rasm u8 ' C h r i s t ' s  o i l e n u s - l i k e  

p r e f e r e n c e  t o  seem hum ble ana re fo rm  th e  w o rld  th ro u g h  a  v e i l ,  and, 

r i g h t l y  in  my v iew , s e e s  n y t h l o a a y 's  r e t i r e m e n t  from  a c t i v e  p o l i t i c s  a s  . 

a  m is ta. ken re s p o n s e  t o  a  re a .' d ile.iim a T h ere  i s  c l e a r i y  a  n a rro w  l i n e  

betw een  t h i s  p o l i c y  and s im p le  c o n fo rm ity ;  t h e r e  i s  no m ia -p o in t  be tw een  

t r u t h  and d e lu s io n ,  a s  n y tn lo a a y  r e a l i z e s  -  " . . . w h i l e s  1 go a b o u t  to  

rem edy th e  m adness o f  o th e r s  1 s i.o u jd  be even a s  mad a s  th e y  "(m ore  

U to p ia , p . 4 Ü T h is  ' r h e t o r i c a l  I 'o l r y ' m ust t h e r e f o r e  be th o u g h t  o f  a s  

th e  m a n ip u la t io n  o f  d e lu s io n s ;  " . . . t h a t  w hich  you c a n n o t t u r n  t o  good , 

so  to  o r d e r  i i  t h a t  i t  be n o t  v e ry  baa  " ( l b i d , p . 4 d ; .

^ sf'or so m eth in g  a p p ro a c h in g  t h i s  v iew  s e e  n o l t ' s  com m ents(1 9 b 2 ; in  
m o re 's  U to p ia  and i t s  u r i t i c s , e a .u a l l a g h e r ;

2
b e v i n g t o n ,"T h e  d ia lo g u e  in  U to p ia " ( I 9 6 I  ; .

S u r tz ,  The b r a i s e  o f  p l e a s u r e  ( .1 9 3 7 ;* P - l h b .

4
W einer, " R a p h a e l 's  u to p ia  and n o r e 's  U to p ia "  (1 9 7 3 - 6 ; .
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nore g iv e s  a very concrete  example o f a p r a c t ic a l  reform  

Hythloday a c h ie v e s , although nythloaay h im se lf  ra th er  oaaly  s e e s  i t  a s  

an i l lu s t r a t io n  o f h is  u t te r  in e lfe c tu a lity  in  the f i e l a  o f p r a c t ic a l  

reform , rie persuao.es morton, who has the power to  implement h is  

d e c is io n s ,  th a t there shoula be an in d e f in i te  ; a è fe r r a l  o f  the p en a lty  

fo r  t h e f t ,  as l e a s t  a s an experim ent ( ib ia ,p . j 3 ; .  n y th lo d a y 's  d is c u ss io n  

i s  a t f i r s t  devoted to  those wno l i t e r a l l y  have to  turn th ie v e s  because  

o f the en c lo su res  and other rea so n s. The d ir e c t io n  o f  h is  argument i s  

th at the f a u lt  i s  in  th e 'sy s te m ', as we woula put i t  ( ib id ,p p .22-6;:

n i l  th e ir  homenold stu fT , which i s  very l i t t l e  worth 
though i t  jriight w e ll abide the s a le ,  y e t  being suddenly  
th ru st out they be con stra in ed  to  s e l l  i t  fo r  a th in g  o f  
nought, nnd when they have wandered abroad t i l l  th a t be 
sp en t, what can they then e ls e  do but s t e a l ,  and then  
ju s t ly  paray oe hanged, or e ls e  go about a -b egg in g . 
( lb ia ,p . i? y

The law yer, in  rep ly  i s  about to  defend the s ta tu s  quo to  one who i s  

"but a stranger"  when norton interrupt? and asKs, ra th er  su b tly .

...w h a t  other punishment you can d e v ise  more exped ien t  
to  the w ea l-p u b lic , r'or 1 am sure you are not o f  th a t  
mind, th a t you would have t h e f t  unpunished. r'or i f  now 
the punishment o f death cannot cause them to  lea v e  o f  
s t e a l in g ,  then , i f  r u f f ia n s  ana robbers should be sure 
o f t h e ir  l i v e s ,  what v io le n c e , what fe a r , were ab le  to  
hold t h e ir  hands from r o b b in g .. .
( I b ia ,p p .29 -p 0 ;

In fa c t  the d r i f t  o f n y th lo a a y 's  argument naa been p r e c is e ly  th a t  

many th ie v e s  do not deserve punishment a t  a l l ,  which i s  c le a r ly  why he 

se e s  h is  s to ry  as e x h ib it in g  h is  f a i lu r e  to  in s t i t u t e  reform . T h is, as  

morton im p lie s , would amount to  d estro y in g  the system  a lto g e th e r ;  but 

Hythloday r e tr e a ts  from t h is  extreme p o s it io n , ana produces some • 

p r a c t ic a l  so lu t io n  which p a r t ia l ly  convinces morton. N ev er th e le ss  the  

fo rce  o f  h is  e a r l ie r  argument remains -any punishment fo r  those who 

have been forced  o f f  t h e ir  land i s  u n ju s t . Hythloday h im se lf  under

stan ds th a t i t  would be f o o l i s h  to  carry through his arguments to  t h e ir
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l o g ic a l  co n c lu sio n  -  an a tta c k  on the very system  morton i s  concerned  

to  preserve -  fo r  the r e s u l t ,  even i f  he convinced him, would not be to  

reform ,but to  r a d ic a l ly  transform  s o c ie ty  a long utopian l in e s ,  which 

here, as a t  the end o f  the worx, he co n sid ers  im p r a c tic a l. The joke i s  

th a t the story  nythloaay means to  e x h ib it  the in e f f e c t u a l i t y  o f  

wisdom more c le a r ly  dem onstrates the e f f e c t iv e n e s s  o f  H ythloday's  

compromise wiidi d e lu s io n  ^ (ib id ,p p .3 C -3 3 ), (An argunimZ: p a r t ic u la r ly

adapted to  one whose concern i s  the p reserv a tio n  o f  order i s  th a t  

eq u a lly  severepunishm ents fo r  minor and major crim es can lead  to  the  

thought th a t one might as w ell be nanged fo r  a sheep a s  a goat - p . 31*;

There remain some d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  t h is  accou n t. I t  seems 

a very roundabout way to  go, to  urge a praginatism adapted to  human pride  

by p resen tin g  a u to p ia , the adm irable a sp e c ts  o f  which su r e ly  outnumber 

the unworkable or fa n ta s t ic  elem ents; so much so th a t many readers can 

take i t  p e r fe c t ly  s e r io u s ly  as a programme fo r  reform . The case i s  

p a r a l le l  to  th a t o f  the nouyhnnnms, wno are unmistaJtably adm irable a t  

tim es but a ls o  c a r e fu lly  d ista n ced  by sucn a e ta ijs  as th e ir  .a b i l i t y  to  

thread n eed les  with t n e ir  nooves, n o re ' s account o f  utopian  

communism has stru ck  iTiany readers w itn  some fo r c e , a s h<is n y th lod ay 's  

a tta c k  on the en c lo su res  ana im p e r ia l i s t ic  warmongering. I f  m ore's aim 

i s  to  show th a t p o l i t i c a l  reform s can take p lace  only w ith in  the  

accepted s tr u c tu r e s  o f  p a r t ic u la r  s o c i e t i e s ,  why d id  he not l im it  him

s e l f  to  su g g estin g  such pragm atic reforms? The answer, 1 b e l ie v e ,  i s  

th a t more i s  addressing  th ose  few readers who resem ble Hythloday in  not 

va lu in g  the " n o b il ity , m agn ificence, worship, honour" on which 'more' 

la y s  such s t r e s s .  Although we could say th a t Hythloday i s  proud not to  

stoop  to  the l i e s  which would be a n ecessary  part o f  the a c t iv e .

 ̂ î 'or t h is  cu r iou s a sp ect o f the account see xjogan, The meaning of  
m ore's "Utopia", pp.4 3 -7 ,
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p o l i t i c a l  l i f e ,  he i s  s u r e ly  n o t  p roud  in  th e  s im p le  s e n s e  'm o re ' i s ,  

and so  i s  a  l i v i n g  r e f u t a t i o n  o f  h i s  own view  t h a t  p r id e  " . . . i s  so  

d e e p ly  ro o te d  in  m en 's  b r e a s t s ,  t h a t  sh e  c a n n o t be p lu c k e d  o u t"  ( i b i d ,  

p p .1 3 4 - 3 . i<or s i m i l a r  p o i n t s  r e g a r d in g  G u l l i v e r  se e  page 4 3  / .

H is a c c o u n t  o f  u to p ia  may r e v e a l  th e  l i m i t s  o f  r a t i o n a l i t y  in  m ost men, 

b u t  h i s  own c a s e  r v e a l s ,  on th e  c o n t r a r y ,  m an 's  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  

r a t i o n a l i t y . ^  To p u t  i t  a n o th e r  way, i f  n y th lo a a y  w ere a  c i t i z e n  o f
2

U to p ia  t h e r e  i s  no d o u b t t h a t  he a t  l e a s t  would n o t  a b u se  th e  sy s te m . 

U to p ia  a im s to  i n s p i r e  th o s e  o f  a  'H y th lo d a y a n ' d i s p o s i t i o n  w ith  a  lo v e  

o f  j u s t i c e .

I t  i s  worth ask ing then , what d is t in g u is h e s  Hythloday and 

a llo w s him to  escape the common so r t  o f  s e l f - l o v e .  His t r a v e l l in g  i s  

g iven  a m etaphorical w eight:

He h a th  s a i l e d  in d e e d ,  n o t  a s  th e  m a r in e r  l a l i n .u r u s ,  b u t  
a s  th e  e x p e r t  ana p ru d e n t  p r in c e  U ly s s e s ;  y e a ,  r a t h e r  
on th e  a n c ie n t  and sag e  p h i lo s o p h e r  i l a t o .  I 'o r  t h i s  
same n a p h a e l H y th lo d ay  ( f o r  t h i s  i s  h i s  nam e; i s  v e ry  
w e ll  l e a r n e d  in  th e  l a t i n  to n g u e , b u t  p ro fo u n d  an a  
e x c e l l e n t  in  th e  G reek  la n g u a g e ,  w h e re in  he e v e r  
bestow ed  more s tu d y  th a n  in  th e  l a t i n ,  b e c a u se  he h a th  
g iv e n  h im s e l f  w h o lly  t o  th e  s tu d y  o f  p h i lo s o p h y ;  w h e reo f 
he knew t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o th in g  e x t a n t  in  m a tin  t h a t  i s  t o  
any  p u rp o s e , s a v in g  a  few o f  b e n e c a 's  and C i c e r o 's  
d o in g s .
( m ore, U to p ia , p p l f - l ô ;

I f  t r a v e l  sy m b o liz e s  th e  s e a r c h  f o r  wisdom , n y th lo d a y  h as  l i t e r a l l y  

" g iv e n  h im s e l f  w h o lly "  t o  p h ilo s o p h y ;

r o r  he made su ch  means and  s h i f t ,  w hat by e n t r e a t a n c e ,  
and w hat by im p o rtu n e  s u i t  t h a t  he g o t  l i c e n c e  o f  m a s te r

C o n t r a s t  C a m p b e ll,m o re 's  U to p ia  and h i s  p o c i a l  T e a c h in g ( l9 3 0 j  » w here 
p r a y e r  i s  s e e n  a s  th e  c r u c i a l  f a c t o r  n eed ed  to  make p e o p le  w i l l i n g  
U to p ia n s .

W einer i s  one who a rg u e s  t h a t  th e  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  in  th e  u to p ia n  
reg im e  show th e  " l i m i t s  o f  r e a s o n  in  human n a tu r e  g e n e r a l l y " .  -  

" n a p h a e l ' s  m u to p ia  and m o re 's  U t o p i a " . he i s  a  p a r t  o f  a  'u o f t '  s c h o o l  o f

i'xore c r i t i c i s m  w ith  w hich my d is a g re e m e n t  i s  as g r e a t  a s  w ith  th o se  who 
b e l i e v e  U to p ia  r e p r e s e n t s  an  a c h ie v a b le  p o l i t i c a l  g o a l .
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A m erigo ( th o u g h  i t  w ere s o re  a g a i n s t  h i s  w i l l ;  t o  be one 
o f  th e  tw e n ty - th r e e  w hich i n  th e  end o f  th e  l a s t  voyage 

w ere l e f t  in  th e  c o u n try  o f  U u l ik e .  he was t h e r e f o r e  l e f t  
b e h in d  f o r  h i s  mind s a k e ,  a s  one t h a t  to o k  more th o u g h t 
and c a r e  f o r  t r a v e l l i n g  th a n  d y in g .
( I b i d ,  p . 1 6 ;

n y th lo d a y  i s  an  i n t e n s e  l o v e r  o f  w isdom , and th i s ,m o r e  

seem s to  s a y , can  be  d a n g e ro u s .  I  b e l i e v e  ^ in n e y  i s  r i g h t  when he 

a rg u e s  t h a t  more ex p an d s on t h i s  them e c o v e r t l y  when he d e s c r i b e s  th e  

h a rm fu l co n se q u e n c e s  o f  n y th lo d a y 's  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  th e  com pass t o  a  

n a t io n  w here i t

. . . b e f o r e  t h a t  tim e  was unknown, and t h e r e f o r e  th e y  were 
wont t o  be t im o ro u s  and f e a r f u l  upon tn e  s e a ,  n o r  t o  
v e n tu re  upon i t ,  b u t o n ly  i n  th e  su ram ertim e. n u t  now 
th e y  have su ch  a  c o n f id e n c e  in  t h a t  s to n e ,  t h a t  th e y  
f  :d ‘ n o t  s fo r .,.j  w in te r ;  in  so  c ' ' 5  wnu-. from  c a r e  
th a n  d a n g e r .  Insom uch t h a t  i t  i s  g r e a t l y  t o  be d o u b te d  
l e s t  t h a t  t h i n g ,  th ro u g h  t h e i r  own f o o l i s h  h a r d in e s s ,  
s h a l l  t u r n  them to  e v i l  and  harm , w hich a t  th e  f i r s t  was 
supposed  s h o u ld ,b e  to  them  good and com m odious.
( I b i d , p p . 1 7 -1 8 ;

F or n y th lo a a y ,  wisdom i s  th e  suprem e g o o d , b u t  more i n t im a t e s  t h a t  

t h i s  i s  n o t  th e  c a s e  f o r  th e  common c i t i z e n .  W ith r e f e r e n c e  t o  

n y th lo d a y 's  d e b a te  w ith  r io r to n , n o t  to  p u n is h  t h i e v e s  whose c r im in a l  

b e h a v io u r  h a s  been  d e te rm in e d  by s o c io -e c o n o m ic  c o n d i t i o n s  would be to  

d e s t r o y  a l l  o r d e r ,  a s  would be th e  a t te m p t  to  e l im in a t e  a l l  i n e q u a l i t i e s ,  

w hich i s  b ased  on th e  r e c o g n i t io n  t h a t  so c io -e c o n o m ic  c o n d i t i o n s  le a d  to  

c r i m i n a l i t y ;  b u t  an  ig n o ra n c e  o f  th e  d e e p - s e a te d  c h a r a c t e r  o f  p r i d e .  I t  

i s  cyfhen u s e l e s s ,  a t  w o rs t h a rm fu l, t o  r e v e a l  t h a t  th e  law s  a r e  in  many 

r e s p e c t s  u n j u s t ,  b u t  th e  exam ple o f  n y th lo d a y  shows t h a t  a l th o u g h  a  

l i t t l e  l e a r n i n g  i s  a  d a n g e ro u s  t h i n g ,  a  lo v e  o f  know ledge can  be - 

su p rem e ly  d e s i r a b l e  s in c e  i t  can  overcom e p r id e  o r  s e l f - l o v e ;  H y th lo d ay  

we rem em ber " to o k  more th n u g h t  and c a re  f o r  t r a v e l l i n g  th a n  f o r  d y in g " ,

^ See A .m in n ey , " i th e to r ic  a s  n o e t ic :  H um anist i^ 'ic t io n " .
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p h i lo s o p h e r s ,  U to p ia  would be r e a l i z e d .

Are the Utopians p h ilosop h ers?  nore i s  s e l f - c o n t r a d ic t 

ory and ambiguous on t h is  p o in t . We "pass them in  wit" a lo n e , we are to ld ,  

but l a t e r  we lea rn  th a t " . . . i n  m usic, l o g ic ,  a r ith m e tic , and geography 

they have found out in  a manner a l l  th a t our a n c ien t p h ilo sop h ers have 

tau gh t" ; and th a t they are "alm ost equal to  our old a n c ien t c lerk s"

(my i t a l i c s ; .  We have a l r e a d y  see n  h i s  re iiiark  t h a t  " in  th e  e x e r c i s e  

and s tu d y  o f  th e  mind th e y  be n e v e r  w e a ry " (b ee  page 4 4  ; .T h i s  comes 

to w a rd s  th e  end o f  a  s e c t i o n  w hich more opens by d e s c r i b in g  th e  

h ie r a r c h y  o f  t r u e  p le a s u r e s ,  in  w hich " i n t e l l i g e n c e  and t h a t  d e l e c t a t i o n  

t h a t  com eth  o f  th e  c o n te m p la t io n s  o f  th e  t r u t h "  i s  ra n k e d  f i r s t j  

fo llo w e d  by " th e  p l e a s a n t  rem em brance o f  th e  good l i f e  p a s t " ;  b u t  when 

more comes to  expand on t h i s  l i s t ,  tn e  f i r s t  i te m  r a t h e r  s t r a n g e ly  

v a n is h ' . a:':(: " c h i e f  p a r t "  o f  p l e a s u r e s  becom es " th e  e x e r c i s e  o f

good l i f e * ,  (m ore U to p ia , com pare pp,yUct9b;. in  th e  t r a n s i t i o n  from  

f a l s e  t o  t r u e  p l e a s u r e s  we a r e  t o l d  t h a t  th e  " conurion s o r t  o f  p e o p le  

d o th  ta k e  ( th e  fo rm e r ;  f o r  p l e a s u r e s ,  y e t  th e y ,  s e e in g  th e r e  i s  no 

n a t u r a l  p l e a s a n tn e s s  in  th em , do  p l a i n l y  d e te rm in e  them  to  have no 

a f f i n i t y  w ith  th e  t r u e  and r i g h t  p l e a s u r e s  ( I b i d , p p . 8 9 - 9 0 ;^  I t  c l e a r l y  

r e q u i r e s  wisdom to  d e te rm in e  w hat i s  t r u e  p le a s u r e  and  w hat " p e r v e r s e  

and lew d cu sto m s ", b u t  e a r l i e r  we l e a r n  t h a t  n o t  a l l  spend  t h e i r  l e i s u r e  

tim e  in  l e a r n i n g ,  b u t  " . . .m a n y  whose m inds r i s e  n o t  i n  th e  c o n te m p la t io n  

o f  any  s c ie n c e  l i b e r a l " ,  occupy tn e m s e lv e s  w ith  m u s ic , " w holesom e 

co m m u n ica tio n "  and g a m e s .w h i c h  th e  v i r t u e s  and  v i c e s  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d .  

I t  i s  t o  be presum ed t h a t  th e s e  games a r e  p la y e d  f o r  fu n  r a t h e r  th a n  to

^ T here  i s  a  q u e s t io n  a s  t o  w h e th e r  i t  i s  o rd in a r y  U to p ian s  o r  o th e r  
n a t io n s  b e in g  a l lu d e d  to  a s  *'common s o r t s  o f  p eo p le '* .
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l e a r n ,  b u t  m o r a l i ty  i s  i n s t i l l e d  by a  s u b te r f u g e .  T h ere  i s  an  " o r d e r  

o f  th e  l e a r n e d "  i n t o  w hich h a n d ic r a f ts m e n  ca n  be p rom oted  i f  th e y  show 

a  d e s i r e  t o  l e a r n ,  and w hich  make up th e  r u l i n g  b o d y . ( i b i d , p p . 6 3 &6 7 )* 

L a t e r  we a r e  t o l d  t h a t  th o s e  who have a  " s i n g u l a r  to w a rd n e s s "  and 

i n t e l l i g e n c e  t o  m atch d e v o te  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  l e a r n i n g ;  w h ile  o n ly  th e  • 

" b e t t e r  p a r t  o f  th e  p e o p le "  d e v o te  even  some o f  th e  tim e  t o  i t  ( i b i d ,

p . 8 2 ).

A l l  i n  a l l ,w e  can  say  i t  i s  o v e r s t a t i n g  th e  c a s e  t o  a rg u e

t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no p h ilo s o p h y  in  U to p ia , a s  B rann  c la im s ^ ,  b u t  th e  num ber

o f  p e o p le  who lo v e  know ledge t o  th e  e x t e n t  t h a t  H y th lo d ay  d o e s  i s  s m a l l ,

f o r  more a d m its  t h a t  you  c a n n o t  c o n s t r a in  p e o p le  t o  l e a r n  i n  t h e i r

2l e i s u r e  tim e  who a r e  n o t  n a t u r a l l y  c u r io u s .  (T h is  i s  i n  c o n t r a s t  w ith

th e  Houyhnhnms who a r e  f u l l  o f  c u r i o s i t y ,  and whose l i v e s  a r e  s p e n t  i n
3

m u tu a l i n s t r u c t i o n ,  ) T h is  means t h a t  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  U to p ian s  a r e  n o t  

p h i lo s o p h e r s ;  b u t  i n  m o re 's  book  we s e e  o n ly  one man who d o e s  n o t  d e s i r e  

" n o b i l i t y ,  m a g n if ic e n c e ,  w o rsh ip , h o n o u r"  and  t h a t  i s  H y th lo d a y , b e c a u s e  

he h a s  " g iv e n  h im s e l f  w h o lly  t o  th e  s tu d y  o f  p h i lo s o p h y " .  I f  we ta k e  

t h i s  t o g e t h e r  w ith  m o re ' s  s i l e n c e  on how th e  U to p ia n s  e l im in a t e  th e  s i n  

o f  p r i d e ,  and in d e e d  h i s  o c c a s io n a l  a d m is s io n  t h a t  th e  s i n  i s  n o t  

e l im in a te d ,  we ca n  i n f e r  t h a t  more b e l i e v e s  U to p ia  o n ly  p o s s i b le  i f  a l l  

i t s  c i t i z e n s  a r e  p h i lo s o p h e r s .  T h is  g iv e s  u s  a n  i n s i g h t  b o th  in to  th e  

im p o rta n c e  o f  p h ilo s o p h y  to  more and  i n t o  th e  enorm ous gap  b e tw een  th e  

l i f e  o f  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  a s  he p e r c e iv e d  i t  and  th e  l i f e  s t y l e  o f  th e  

m a jo r i ty  o f  men.

H ere , a s  w ith  th e  o th e r  w orks d i s c u s s e d ,  i t  i s  u s e f u l  t o

^ "An E x q u i s i te  l l a t f o r m " . ( 1 9 7 2 - 3 ) ,p p .1 3 -1 6 .
2

U to p ia , p . 6 3 . C o n t r a s t  E u r tz  F r a i s e  o f  Wisdom( l 9 3 7 ) ,  f o r  whom U to p ia
r e p r e s e n t s  th e  b e s t  r e a s o n  a lo n e  can  do  - p . 7 .

^  S w if t ,  W o ^ , X I , p p . 2 4 , 2 3 5 , 2 3 8 , 2 tt3 ,2 5 9 , 2 6 7 , 2 7 7 .
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t h i n k  o f  more a s  a d d r e s s in g  two ty p e s  o f  r e a d e r  -  th e  coinmon r e a d e r  and 

th e  p h i lo s o p h e r ,  o r  p o t e n t i a l  p h i lo s o p h e r .  I f  we s e e  h i s  f u l l  m eaning 

a s  aim ed o n ly  a t  th e  p a r t  o f  h i s  a u d ie n c e  whom he c o n s id e r e d  t e a c h a b le ,  

we can  u n d e r s ta n d  b o th  th e  f o r c e f u l n e s s  o f  th e  a t t a c k  on th e  'p la y *  and 

th e  f o r c e f u l n e s s  o f  'm o r e 's '  a d v ic e  t h a t  one m ust a c t  o n e 's  p a r t . ^

When 'm o re ' d i s t i n g u i s h e s  th e  v a r io u s  r e a c t i o n s  he e x p e c ts  from  th e  

w ork, h e  l i s t s  f i r s t  th o s e  who w i l l  d i s m is s  o r  d e s p i s e  h i s  work a s  

m ere ly  hum orous; th e n  th o s e  who, on th e  c o n t r a r y ,  r e t r e a t  from  e v e ry  

" s n a p p is h  w o rd ” ; th e n  th o s e  who " . . . b e  so  m u tab le  and  w a v e rin g , t h a t  

e v e ry  h o u r  th e y  be i n  a  new m ind, s a y in g  one th in g  s i t t i n g  and a n o th e r  

th in g  s ta n d in g  " } and th e n  f i n a l l y  th e  d o g m a t i s ts  who " . . .a m o n g  t h e i r  

c u p s . . . g i v e  ju d g em en t o f  th e  w it  o f  w r i t e r s " .  more d o e s  n o t  i n  any  

way a t te m p t  t o  le a d  t o  p h ilo s o p h y  th o s e  who p ro v e  by t h e i r  s u p e r f i c i a l  

r e a d in g  o f  h i s  work t h a t  th e y  a r e  n o t  among th o s e  who r e a l l y  d e s i r e  t o  

l e a r n .  In  f a c t , by a l lo w in g  'm o re ' t o  have th e  b e t t e r  o f  th e  a rg u m en t 

i n  p a r t  One; by g iv in g  him h i s  own name; and th ro u g h  th e  com ic and  ■’ 

f a n t a s t i c  a s p e c t s  o f  U to p ia , he a c t u a l l y  c o n f irm s  some r e a d e r s  i n  t h e i r  

v iew  t h a t  h i s  book i s  n o t  in  any  s e n s e  a  s e r io u s  c r i t i q u e  o f  s o c i e t y .

I t  i s  a l s o  p o s s ib le  t o  g iv e  th e  w o rld  o f  u to p ia  a 'H y th lo d a y a n ' r e a d in g ,  

w hich a f f i r m s  human p o t e n t i a l  s t r o n g l y ,  many o f  t h e s e  s e r io u s  o r  

p h i lo s o p h ic a l  r e a d e r s  m ust be th ro w n  o f f  b a la n c e  by m o re 's  j o k e s .  They 

a r e  th e  'u n s t a b l e  and w a v e r in g ',  whom, I  w ould s u g g e s t ,  more p ic k s  o u t 

by a l lo w in g  a  seem ing  d e c la m a tio n  t o  t u r n  i n t o  a  d ia lo g u e  on c lo s e  

i n s p e c t i o n .  T hese r e a d e r s  w i l l  be u n su re  w h e th e r  'm o re ' o r  H y th lo d ay

F o r m o re 's  a d d r e s s in g  o n ly  th e  few  s e e  m in n ey , " H h e to r ic  on P o e t ic  
i n  m o re 's  U to p ia " (1979  ;> PP « 3 ^ -3 ; b t r a u s s , P e r s e c u t io n  and  th e  A r t  
o f  W r i t in g , p p .3 ^ - j ,  F l e i s h e r  e x p la in s  m o re 's  d e c e p t io n s  a s  in te n d e d  
t o  in v o lv e  th e  r e a d e r  a c t i v e l y , n a d ic a l  defo rm  and  P o l i t i c a l  
P e r s u a s io n  3*^-41. bee A ddenda.

2
U to p ia , p . 1 0 .

^ K in n ey , " H h e to r ic  a s  P o e t i c  i n  Thomas m o re 's  U to p ia " ; "H h e to ric  a s  "  
P o e t i c :  H um anist F i c t i o n  i n  th e  H e n a is s a n c e " .



i s  r i g h t ,  and th e y  w i l l  be s t r u c k  by th e  many a d m ira b le  f e a t u r e s  i n  

U to p ia . F o r  t h e s e ,  h y th lo d a y 's  f i n a l  d e m o n s t r a t io n  o f  th e  u n i v e r s a l i t y  

o f  p r id e  comes a s  a  c r u s h in g  blow  t o  t h e i r  g ro w in g  f e e l i n g  t h a t  

h y th lo d a y  i s  r i g h t .  T h is  blow  i s  e q u iv a le n t  i n  f o r c e ,  and  p e r fo rm s  

th e  same f u n c t io n  a s^m rasm u s' and b w i f t 's  d e m o n s t r a t io n  o f  th e  f o l l y  o f  

un m ask in g . I t  c a u s e s  a  c a r e f u l  r e r e a d in g  and  a  'w a v e r in g ' i n  w hich 

th e y  a r e  draw n d e e p e r  and d e e p e r  i n t o  m o re 's  d i a l e c t i c .  In  th e  en d , .1 

have a rg u e d , th e  s o l u t io n  l i e s  in  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw een  t h e i r  own 

'H y th lo d a y a n ' n a tu r e s  and o th e r  "morean" n a t u r e s ,  w hich r e n d e r s  U to p ia  n o t  

a  p r a c t i c a l  i d e a l ,  more a im s t o  show p h i lo s o p h ic a l  n a tiu re s  th e  l i m i t s  

o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  s p h e r e ,  and th e r e f o r e  th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  p r a c t i c a l  v a lu e  

o f  p h i lo s o p h y .^

T h is  i s  not t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  n o re  i s  h o s t i l e  t o  

p h i lo s o p h y :  p e rh a p s  i t  p ro v id e s  a  "m ark o f  v iew " , a s  a r c h e r s  u s e ,  so

t h a t  th e y  " s h a l l  be more l i k e l y  t o  h i t  upon w hat i s  r i g h t " ,  t o  q u o te  

A r i s t o t l e ' s  h ig h ly  am biguous m etap h o r f o r  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  th e  

suifimum bonum and p r a c t i c a l  c o n d u c t .^  The f i r s t  t r u e  p le a s u r e  o f  th e  

s o u l  i s  " i n t e l l i g e n c e  and t h a t  d e l e c t a t i o n  t h a t  com eth  o f  th e  con tem p

l a t i o n  o f  t r u t h " . ^  The f a c t  th .a t U to p ia  c o u ld  be a c t u a l i z e d  o n ly  among

a  s o c i e ty  o f  H y th lo d ay s  im p lie s  th e  e x c e l l e n c e  o f  p h ilo s o p h y  a s  w e ll  a s  

4i t s  i n e f f e c t u a l i t y .  n o r e 's  p o in t  i s  r a t h e r  t h a t  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and

3

4

F o r an  i d e n t i c a l  v iew  se e  b ra n n ," A n  m x q u is ite  F la t fo rm  ; U to p ia " .

A r i s t o t l e , m th ic s , 1 0 9 4 a . T'or A r i s t o t l e ' s  v iew  t h a t  th e  m agnanim ous 
man, th e  p o l i t i c a l  man p a r  e x c e l l e n c e ,o f t e n  i s  so  u s e f u l  t o  th e  s t a t e  
p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u se  he i s  m isg u id e d  a s  t o  th e  n a tu r e  o f  t r u e  h ap p in ess*  
se e  J a f f a , Thomism and A r is tc f e l ia n is m  ( 1 9 3 2 ) , c h a p . V I/'m agnanim ity  and 
th e  L im its  o f  m o ra li ty '!

m o re"U to p ia , p . 9 0 .m rasm us r e f e r s  t o  b l a t o ' s  d iv in e  m adness, i n d i c a t i n g  
a  s i m i l a r  v iew  on h i s  p a r t , b u t  f o r  th e  o p p o s i te  v iew  t h a t  E rasm us d id  
n o t  v a lu e  know ledge f o r  i t s  own sak e  b u t  f o r  i t s  p r a c t i c a l  u s e , s e e  
b i c e , The r e n a i s s a n c e  Id e a  o f  Wisdomi l 9 3 8 ; , p . l 3 ô .

F o r a  c o m p le te ly  d i f f e r e n t  v iew  o f  more a s  opposed  t o  th e o r y  when i t  
has no p r a c t i c a l  v a lu e ,a n d  a s  a  r h e t o r i c i a n  c o n c e rn e d  o n ly  w ith  
i n f lu e n c in g  th e  w i l l ,  s e e  F l e i s h e r , r a d i c a l  re fo rm  and P o l i t i c a l  
Persuasion.p p . 7 1 - I O I .



p r a c t i c a l  v i r t u e s  p u l l  i n  d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n s ,  so  t o  s p e a k .  The t e x t  

o f  U to p ia  i t s e l f  r e f l e c t s  t h i s  t e n s i o n ;  i t  i s  a  sw eep in g  a t t a c k  on a l l  

a c t u a l  s o c i e t i e s  o n ly  f o r  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  r e a d e r s  i n  whom more i s  c o n c e rn e d  

t o  e n c o u ra g e  c r i t i c a l  th o u g h t .  T hey, u n lik e 'm o re ',  a r e  d e e p ly  s t r u c k  by 

U to p ia , a s  i f ,  a s  H y th lo d ay  s a y s , " . . . ( t h e y ;  had b een  w ith  (h im ) in  

U to p ia  and had p r e s e n t ly  se e n  t h e i r  f a s h io n s  and l a w s , - a s  ( h e ;  d id  w hich 

l i v e d  t h e r e  f i v e  y e a r s  and more " ( U to p ia . p . 5 2 ). w h ile  o th e r s  w i l l  be 

co n f irm e d  in  t h e i r  v iew  t h a t  U to p ia  i s  p u r e ly  a  f a n ta s y  and  beyond human 

n a tu r e  t o  a t t a i n  by th e  f i n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  u n i v e r s a l i t y  o f  p r i d e ,  

th e s e  may, a s  i t  w e re , com bine n y th lo d a y 's  and  m o re 's  p e r s p e c t iv e  on 

U to p ia  t o  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  a n ta g o n is m  b e tw een  p h ilo s o p h y  and c o m m o n 'p rid e ' .

m o re 's  t e a c h in g  t o  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  

c o n c e a le d  from  th e  n o n p h i lo s o p h e r  -  i t  would be s e l f - c o n t r a d i c t o r y  t o  

d i s r u p t  common o p in io n s  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e v e a l  t h a t  p h i lo s o p h e r s  s h o u ld  n o t  

d i s r u p t  th o s e  o p in io n s .  T h is  would be l i k e  h a n d in g  o v e r  a  com pass t o  a  

fo o lh a r d y  v o y a g e r .  In  c o n t r a s t  t o  n y th lo d a y 's  d o g m atism , 'm o re ' 

u n o b t r u s iv e ly  en g a g es  some r e a d e r s  in  h i s  d i a l e c t i c  w h ile  a l lo w in g  

o th e r s  n o t  t o  ta k e  him s e r i o u s l y . ^  how ever, i f  1  am r i g h t ,  he a l s o  g iv e s  

th e  r e a d e r  an  exam ple o f  a  r h e t o r i c  n o t  aim ed a t  t e a c h in g  th e  t r u t h ,  

b u t  r a t h e r  a t  p r a c t i c a l  re fo rm  ( s e e  p . 1 6  ;. The d e t a i l s  w hich  co n f irm e d  

some r e a d e r s  i n  t h e i r  s u s p ic io n  o f  i d e a l i s t i c  t h e o r i z i n g  w i l l  r e v e a l  t o  

th e  p h ilo s c ÿ b ic a l  r e a d e r  th e  u n te a c h a b le  n a tu r e s  w h ich  th e s e  v e ry  r e a d e r s  

s h a r e  w ith  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  men.

The i m p l i c a t io n  o f  t h e s e  n e c e s s a r i l y  b r i e f  a n a ly s e s  o f  

U to p ia  and The f r a i s e  o f  F o l ly  i s ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  w ide f o r  co n te m p o ra ry  

c r i t i c i s m ,  w hich a t  p r e s e n t  ex am in es many R e n a is s a n c e  w orks w hich  

d e l i b e r a t e l y  c o n fu s e  t h e  r e a d e r  a s  i f  th e y  w ere p u r e ly  d i d a c t i c  i n  

i n t e n t ,  a im in g  t o  in v o lv e  th e  r e a d e r  by w i th o ld in g  from  him  a  c l e a r

^ A .K in n e y ," R h e to r ic  a s  F o e t i c  i n  Thomas m o re 's  U to p ia " .
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m ean in g . I  am f a r  from  d e n y in g  t h a t  t h i s  i s  p a r t l y  t r u e ,  b u t  we have 

no w a r ra n t  f o r  ig n o r in g  th e  r e p e a te d  s t a t e m e n ts  by a u th o r s  and  c r i t i c s  

o f  th e  t im e  t o  th e  e f f e c t  t h a t  th e  aim  o f 'p o e t r y '  i s  t o  c o n c e a l  some 

t r u t h s  from  some p e o p le  a s  w e ll  a s  t o  t e a c h .  In  th e  c a s e r  o f  m rasm us and 

m ore, t h i s  v iew  a r i s e s  b e c a u se  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r ,  a l th o u g h  h im s e l f  

su p re m e ly  happy t o  spend h i s  l i f e  i n  c o n te m p la t io n ,  i s  u n a b le  t o  

com m unicate t o  more th a n  a  few t h a t  su c h  a  l i f e  b r in g s  suprem e h a p p in e s s .

The p ro b lem  th e n ,  i s  t h a t  t o  r e v e a l  h i s  know ledge t h a t  l i f e  a s  i t  i s  

commonly l i v e d  i s  a lm o s t  e n t i r e l y  b a se d  on d e l u s i o n ,  i s  a n a lo g o u s  t o  

re m in d in g  a n  a u d ie n c e  a b s o rb e d  i n  a  p la y  t h a t  i t  i s  a  p l a y .  C e r t a in ly  

th e  in fo rm a t io n  can  be  conveyed  and u n d e r s to o d , b u t  i t s  e f f e c t  c a n  o n ly  

be h a rm fu l;  f o r  many p e o p le ,d e lu s io n s  w i l l  n o t  be r e p la c e d  by a  lo v e  o f  

know ledge, b u t  r a t h e r  by a  d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  im ag in ed  by more and mrasmus 

t o  be l e s s  d e s i r a b l e  th a n  e i t h e r  d e lu s io n  o r  p h i lo s o p h y .  T h is  i s  n o t  

o n ly  b e c a u se  d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  w i l l  b r in g  u n n e c e s s a ry  u n h a p p in e s s  ( th o u g h  

t h i s  i s  th e  c a d e ) ,  b u t  b e c a u se  th e  p o l i t i c a l  o r d e r  i s  u l t im a t e ly  founded  

on i l l u s i o n ,  move o f  know ledge i s  th e  o n ly  p r i v a t e  d e s i r e  w hich 

n a t u r a l l y  l e a d s  men t o  l i v e  a  j u s t  l i f e .  A l l  th o s e  i n  whom o th e r  

p a s s io n s  a r e  d o m in an t m ust be h a b i tu a t e d  t o  a  j u s t  l i f e .  W ith more and 

E rasm u s, a s  I  b e l i e v e  w ith  S w if t ,  th e  unm asking im age co n v ey s an  

im p o r ta n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw een  th e  o b j e c t s  o f  t h e  d e s i r e s  o f  th e  

p h i lo s o p h e r  and m ost p e o p le ,  w hich  im p o ses  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on w hat th e  

p h i lo s p h e r  can  s a y .  To u se  m o re 's  im age , w hich p u t s  i t  a s  c l e a r l y  a s  

one c o u ld  e x p e c t  su ch  a  p o in t  t o  be p u t ,  one m ust n o t  g iv e  th e  com pass 

o f  l e a r n i n g  to  th e  wrong p e o p le  " l e s t  t h a t  t h i n g ,  th ro u g h  t h e i r  own 

f o o l i s h  h a r d in e s s ,  s h a l l  t u r n  them  t o  e v i l  and  h a rm " . The f a c t  t h a t  

t h e s e  w r i t e r s  a r e  ex am in in g  th e  l i i . i i t s  w hich  t h i s  r e c o g n i t io n  s e t s  f o r  

p h i lo s o p h e r s  i n  t h e i r  p u b l i c  co m m u n ica tio n s , a s  w e ll  a s  th e m s e lv e s  

s t a y in g  w i th in  them , p ro d u c e s  a  c u r io u s  s t r a t e g y  in  a l l  f i v e  o f  th e  

w orks d i s c u s s e d .  They a l l  manage t o  a f f i r m  s im u lta n e o u s ly  th e  f o l l y  o^
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th e  'conunon fo rm s ' and th e  f o l l y  o f  v e n tu r in g  beyond th em . T h e i r  aim  

i n  so  d o in g  i s  t o  in v o lv e  c e r t a i n  r e a d e r s  o n ly  i n  a  d i a l e c t i c  w hich  ends 

w ith  th e  r e c o g n i t io n  t h a t  th e  am biguous mode o f  e x p r e s s io n  th e y  have 

u sed  i s  i t s e l f  an  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  th e  way th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  m ust q u e s t io n  

th e  'common f o r m s ' .  The p r a c t i c a l  co n séq u en ce  o f  t h i s  i s  an  a c t i v e  

s u p p o r t  f o r  t r a d i t i o n a l  b e l i e f s  w hich  e n c o u ra g e  th e  n o n - p h i lo s o p h e r  t o  

le a d  a  v i r t u o u s  l i f e .

Â T a le  o f  A Tub l i f T e r s  from  th e  F r a i s e  and

U to p ia  o n ly  b e c a u s e  i t  n o t  o n ly  c o v e r t l y  p r e s e n t s  th e  r e a s o n s  why th e

'common fo rm s ' m ust be d e fe n d e d , b u t  a c t u a l l y  i t s e l f  a l s o  o f f e r s  su ch  a

d e fe n c e  in  a  v ig o ro u s  and  p o p u la r  m anner. I  w ish  now t o  d i s c u s s  th e

c l a s s i c a l  o r i g i n s  o f  th e  ty p e  o f  r h e t o r i c  a w i f t  e m p lo y s . , As many have

re m a rk e d , th e  humour o f  more and mrasrnus owes much t o  m u cian .^  T h ere  i s ,

h o w e v e r,a  b a s i c  d i f f e r e n c e , s in c e  i t  h a s  n o t  t o  my know ledge b een

a rg u e d  t h a t  u u c ia n  had any  d e e p  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  b a s i s  from  w hich  t o  mount
2

h i s  a t t a c k s  on th e  h y p o c r is y  o f  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r s .  H is common s e n s e  and 

d e f l a t i n g  hum our do  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  mask an  i n t e n s e  s e r io u s n e s s  - a s  many 

p e o p le  f e e l  i s  th e  c a s e  w ith  m rasm us, more and  H w if t - ,w h ic h  h a s  le d  some 

c r i t i c s  t o  a rg u e  t h a t  th e  re se m b la n c e  t o  l a t e r  s a t i r i s t s  i s  s u p e r f i c i a l . ^

I  would a g r e e ;  The a e r i o  lu d e r e  a s  p r a c t i s e d  by S w i f t ,  m rasm us and  Wore 

was n o t  d e r iv e d  from  u u c ia n ,  th o u g h  a l l  t h r e e  ad m ire d  and  i m i t a t e d  h i s  

p l a y f u l n e s s .  I f  th e y  w ere, a s  1 b e l i e v e ,  p h i lo s o p h e r s  who d i s g u i s e d  t h i s

^ See P in k u s  f o r  i n s t a n c e , S w i f t 's  V is io n  o f  E v i l ( l9 7 5 ) .P .6 Q .
2

A l l i s o n , L U c ia n .S a tir is t  and A r t i s t ( l9 2 7 V ,P f .4 7 - 6 .

^ T hom son,I ro n y  -An H i s t o r i c a l  I n t r o d u c t i o n ( l 9 2 o j . p p . 1 9 4 -2 0 6 : k ianuel 
and w a n u e l ,U to p ian  T hought i n  th e  W estern  W orld( l 9 7 9 ) .p p .9 9 -1 0 3 ; 
b e a n ," T h e  P r a i s e  o f  F o l ly  and i t s  B ackground" ( 1 9 4 6 ) ,p . 3 3 .
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f a c t  by t h e ir  p la y fu l tone, we would have to  lo o k ,n o t  to  Lucian or

A ris to p h a n e s  f o r  a  p r e c e d e n t ,b u t  t o  P l a t o ,  P la to  i s  m en tio n ed  t h r e e

tim e s  i n  th e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  U to p ia ; tw ic e  t o  le n d  a u t h o r i t y  t o  H y th lo d a y s

view  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  i s  i r r e m e d ia b ly  c o r r u p t  ( U to p ia , p p . 1 3 ,3 9 ,4 8 ) .

As we have s e e n ,  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  a  m ass o f  P l a t o n i c  r e f e r e n c e s  i n  th e

P r a i s e  o f  F o l l y ; n o ta b ly  th e  im ages o f  th e  S i l e n u s  and  th e  Uave, th e

f i r s t  o f  w h ich  i s  l in k e d  w ith  m rasm us' ad v o c acy  o f  p ru d e n t  c o n f o rm ity ,

t h e  seco n d  w ith  th e  d iv in e  m adness d e s c r ib e d  a t  th e  end o f  th e  work.

( P r a i s e ,p p .  103 and 2 0 2 ; . i>jany c r i t i c s  have  found  e v id e n c e  f o r  S w i f t 's

a d m ir a t io n  f o r ,  and i m i t a t i o n  o f ,  P l a t o ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n

o f  t h e  Houyhnhnms and  o f  G u l l i v e r 's  r e t u r n  t o  m ng land , w h ich  i s  some

tim e s  l ik e n e d  t o  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r a s  r e t u r n  t o  th e  C av e .^

Soon a f t e r  A lc ib i a d e s ' fam ous co m p ariso n  o f  S o c r a te s  t o

a  S i l e n u s , r i g h t  a t  th e  end o f  th e  ' Symposium , P la t o  t a u n t s  u s  w ith

th e  s k e t c h i e s t  o f  r e p o r t s  o f  a  d i a lg u e  b e tw een  S o c r a te s ,  A gathon and

A r is to p h a n e s  - t h e  l a t t e r  p a i r  th e m s e lv e s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t r a g i c  and com ic

p o e t r y -  i n  w hich S o c r a te s  was p ro v in g  t h a t  " th e  t r a g i c  p o e t  m ig h t be a

com edian  a s  w e ll"  ( Symposium , 2 2 3 d P l a t o ,  one c o u ld  s a y ,  i s  n e a r ly  th e

f i r s t  t h e o r e t i c i a n  o f  th e  s a r i o  1 u d e r e . R osen s u g g e s ts  t h a t  th e

Symposium i t s e l f  e x h i b i t s  i n i t s  fo rm  th e  way th e  v iew s  o f  A gathon and
2

A ris to p h a n e s  can  be r e c o n c i l e d  i n  P la t o n ic  p h i lo s o p h y .  A r is to p h a n e s  > 

d i f f e r s  from  th e  o th e r  s p e a k e r s  i n  t h a t  he i s  g e n u in e ly  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  

th e  p ro b lem  o f  how t o  c o n ta in  th e  e r o s , w hich  l e a d s  th e  o th e r  s p e a k e r s  

t o  r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  th e  m ost fu n d a m e n ta l la w s  o f  th e  c i t y .  4 i s  s o l u t io n

1 F o r g e n e r a l  e v id e n c e ,s e e  S a m u e l ," S w if t 's  r e a d in g  o f  P l a t o " ( l 9 ? 6 ) ;  
T ro w b rid g e . From D ryden t o  Ja n e  A u s te n ( l 9 7 7 ; . c h a p .4 .  F o r G u l l i v e r 's  
T r a v e ls  s e e  W o r c e s te r ,The A r t  o f  S a t i r e p . l 0 4 ;  R e i c h e r t , " P l a t o ,S w i f t  
an d  th e  Houyhnhnms" ( I 9 6 8 ) ;  T r a u g o t t , " A VoysLge t o  N ow here", p . I 6 6 ,
F o r t h e  s t r o n g e s t  p o s s i b l e  s t a te m e n t  o f  t h i s  v iew  se e  B loom ,"A n O ut
l i n e  o f  G u l l i v e r 's  T r a v e l s " ,p p .2 4 0 -2 3 2 -4 , who f i n d s  i n  S w i f t 's  
s u p p o r t  f o r  P la t o  th e  key t o  h i s  c h a ra c te r .  F o r l i n k s  b e tw een  th e  
" D ig re s s io n '*  and  th e  Symposium and th e  P h a e d ru s  s e e  Hamm ond,"In P r a i s e  

o f  Wisdom and th e  W ill o f  G o d " ( l9 8 3 ; .

R o se n .P l a t o ' s  S ym posium (l9 6 8 ; , p .3 2 6



i s  s im p le :  he g iv e s  u s  a  m y th ic a l  d e m o n s t r a t io n  t h a t  man i s  n a t u r a l l y

monogamous. He s e e s  th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  law s  t o  p r e s e r v e  th e  c i t y ,  b u t  s e e s  

no r e a s o n  why p e o p le ,  a s  i n d i v id u a l s , s h o u l d  obey them : " I t  i s  su ch

re u n io n s  a s  th e s e  t h a t  im p e l men t o  spend  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o g e t h e r ,  a l th o u g h  

th e y  may be  h a rd  p u t  t o  i t  t o  s a y  w hat th e y  r e a l l y  w ant w ith  one a n o t h e r " .^  

T h is  fu n d a m e n ta l i n a r t i c u l a t e n e s s  m a n i f e s t ly  d id  n o t  im pede h i s  p o p u la r  

i n f l u e n c e ,  b u t  l e a v e s  him  open t o  A ga th o n * s s o p h i s t i c  d e m o n s t r a t io n  t h a t  

i t  i s  o f  th e  e s s e n c e  o f  th e  human s o u l  t o  lo v e , and  t h i s  w i th o u t  an y  

r e s t r a i n t :  " I  may ta k e  i t ,  I  su p p o se , f o r  g r a n te d  t h a t  tem p e ra n c e  i s

d e f in e d  a s  th e  pow er t o  c o n t r o l  o u r p l e a s u r e s  and o u r  l u s t s ,  and  t h a t  

none o f  th e s e  i s  more p o w e rfu l th a n  lo v e .  I f ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  th e y  a r e  w eaker 

th e y  w i l l  be overcom e by lo v e ,  and he w i l l  be t h e i r  m a s te r ,  so  t h a t  lo v e ,  

c o n t r o l l i n g ,  a s  I  s a i d ,  o u r l u s t s  and p l e a s u r e s ,  may be r e g a rd e d  a s  

tem p eran ce  i t s e l f "  ( Symposium , 1 9 6 c

S o c r a te s  re s p o n d s  t o  A gathon  w i th  a  m yth , b u t  a l s o  w ith  

an  a rg u m en t w hich  can  show th e  u l t im a te  r a t i o n a l i t y  o f  s e l f - r e s t r a i n t .

He a rg u e s  t h a t  lo v e  m ust have an  o b je c t ,  cu f u io c ira a , 's  sp e e c h  show s t h a t  

th e s e  v a ry  i n  th e  h a p p in e s s  th e y  b r in g  a c c o rd in g  t o  th e  e x t e n t  t h a t  th e y  

a l lo w  one t o  t r a n s c e n d  o n e 's  m o r t a l i t y .  The h i g h e s t  lo v e  i s  n o t  opposed 

t o  th e  law  o f  th e  c i t y ,  th o u g h  i t  i s  above i t  i n  a  s a n s e :

S t a r t i n g  from  i n d i v id u a l  b e a u t i e s ,  th e  q u e s t  f o r  th e  
u n i v e r s a l  b e a u ty  m ust f i n d  him  e v e r  m o u n tin g  th e  h e a v e n ly  
l a d d e r ,  s te p p in g  from  ru n g  t o  ru n g  - t h a t  i s ,  from  one t o  
tw o , and  from  two t o  e v e ry  l o v e ly  b o d y , from  b o d i ly  
b e a u ty  t o  th e  b e a u ty  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  from  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
t o  l e a r n in g  i n  g e n e r a l  t o  th e  s p e c i a l  lo v e  t h a t  p e r t a i n s

1 Symposium , 1 9 2 c .  See H osen . P la to  * s  Sym posium ,p p .1 2  5 -5 7 . F o r th e  v iew  
t h a t  one o f  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l p o l i t i c a l  p ro b lem s f o r  F la to  was th e  
p ro p e r  d i r e c t i o n  o f  e r o s , s e e  G re n e , Tian i n  H is F r i d e ( l 9 5 0 ) .PP l4 0 - 4 ;  
re v ie w e d  by  S t r a u s s . what i s  P o l i t i c a l  F h ilo s o p h y ? (1939)*  P .3 0 1 .
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t o  n o th in g  b u t  th e  b e a u t i f u l  i t s e l f  -  u n t i l  a t  l a s t  he 
comes t o  know w hat b e a u ty  i s .
( I b i d ,2 1 1 c ) ........

However, n o t  a l l  a r e  f i t t e d  t o  make t h i s  a s c e n t ,  a s  th e  

f i n a l  p o r t r a y a l  o f  A lc ib ia d e s  show s. A lth o u g h  i t  i s  he who u s e s  th e  

fam ous S i le n u s  im age, h i s  lo v e  f o r  a o c r a t e s  re m a in s  fu n d a m e n ta l ly  

p h y s i c a l .  He c a n n o t ta k e  t o  h e a r t  S o c r a te s ' u rg in g s  t o  s e lf -k n o w le d g e  

b e c a u se  he l a c k s  th e  n e c e s s a ry  i n t r o s p e c t i v e  c h a r a c t e r .  H is a p t i t u d e  

i s  p o l i t i c a l  an a  h i s  g o a l  i s  h o n o u r ( sym posium  L lb a ; .  b io t im a  s p e a k s  o f  

th e  s u b l im a t io n  o f  lo v e  a s  an  i n i t i a t i o n  ( sym posium ,2 1 0 a ,s lO e A  and i t  

a p p e a rs  t h a t  S o c r a te s  t a x e s  tn e  a n a lo g y  l i t e r a l l y  an a  e x c lu a e s  

A lc ib ia d e s  from  h i s  t e a c h in g ,  ne a o e s  n o t  do  so  s u c e s s f u l l y ,  how ever, 

a s  shown by A l c i b i a d e s '  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  w hich i s s u e s  i n  a  'c h a r g e ' o f  

a r ro g a n c e ,  w hich  o m in o u sly  fo re sh a a o w s  S o c r a te s ' t r i a l  ( i b i d , 2 l 9 c ; .

H is e r r o r  h e re  was t o  " . . . j e e r  a t  th e  one th in g  ( A lc ib i a d e s ;  was r e a l l y  

p ro u d  o f"  -  t h a t  i s ,  h i s  boay  ( n o s e n ,r f a t o ' s  pymposiuiR,p 2 9 4 -304 ;. 

f l a t o  seem s c o v e r t l y  t o  c r i t i c i z e  S o c r a te s  f o r  a l lo w in g  A lc ib ia d e s  t o  

see  to o  much. H is own 't r a g ic o m e d y ' w oula t h e r e f o r e  a v o id  r e v e a l i n g  to  

r e a d e r s  l i k e  A lc ib ia a e s  r l a t o ' s  own co n tem p t f o r  b o d i ly  t h i n g s .  N ev er

t h e l e s s  i t  m ust com bat spph ism  by show ing th a t , f r o m  a  p u r e ly  r a t i o n a l  

and s e l f - i n t e r e s t e d  v ie w ,a b a n a o n in g  o n e s e l f  t o  d e s i r e s  o f  a l l  s o r t s  i s  

un w ise ; b u t  t h i s  can  o n ly  be done by show ing t h a t  b o d i ly  t h in g s  sh o u ld  

be h e ld  i n  c o n te m p t, s in c e  u n l ix e  th e  lo v e  o f  w isdom , th e y  do  n o t  b r in g  

t r u e  h a p p in e s s .

what s t r a t e g y  c o u la  encom pass tw o su ch  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  

o b j e c t i v e s ?  A lc ib ia d e s  i s  a  c r e a t u r e  e n t i r e l y  o f  th e  c i t y  -  h i s  lo v e  

o f  p r a i s e  r e v e a l s  him t o  be a t  a  p o in t  low  aown on m io t im a 's  l a d d e r  o f  

e r o s . The same c o u ld  be s a id  o f  a l l  th e  e a r l i e r  s p e a k e r s  up to  

A r is to p h a n e s ,  who a r e  a l l  s e l f i s h  in  a  b a s e  w ay. I f  b o c r a te s  i s  u n a b le  

t o  te a c h  th e  s u b l im a t in g  o f  su ch  s e l f i s h n e s s  t o  t h e s e  men th&n he i s
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l a r g e l y  h e l p l e s s . ^  f l a to ,h o w e v e r ,  i s  n o t  h e l p l e s s ,  f o r  he can  a d o p t  

th e  p e r s o n a  o f  A r is to p h a n e s ,  who i s  a b le  to an sw er a l l  th o s e  who have gone 

b e f o r e  i n  te rm s  to  w hich th e y  can  r e l a t e ;  " n o re o v e r ,g e n tle m e n , t h e r e

i s  e v e ry  r e a s o n  t o  f e a r  t h a t  i f  we n e g le c t  th e  w o rsh ip  o f  th e  G ods,

th e y  w i l l  s p l i t  u s up a g a in ,  and th e n  we s h a l l  have t o  go a b o u t w ith  j

o u r n o s e s  sawed a s u n d e r ,  p a r t  and c o u n t e r p a r t ,  l i k e  th e  b a s s o  r e l i v o s

on th e  to m b s to n e s  " ( Sym posium l93aA f l a t o  a f f i r m s ,  a l b e i t  h u m orously  

th e  g o d s o f  th e  c i t y  and th e  p h y s ic a l  t h r e a t s  t h a t  a p p e a r  t o  go  w ith
2

them . T h is  i s  th e  s e n s e  i n  w hich a  f l a t o n i c  d ia lo g u e  i s  A r i s to p h a n ic .  

However, i t  a l s o  h a s  an  A g o th o n ic  a s p e c t ,  th e  aim  o f w hich  m ust be t o  

l i t e r a t e  o r  c e l e b r a t e  e r o s  i n  some way, p re su m a b ly  s p e c i f i c a l l y  th e  lo v e  

o f  l e a r n i n g  and  th e  'g o o d ':  b u t, a s  we have s e e n ,  t h i s  a n ta g o n iz e s  th e  

c i t y  by r e v e a l in g  i t s  l i m i t a t i o n s .  I t  m ust t h e r e f o r e  e x i s t  on a  

c o n c e a le d  l e v e l  and i n  d e l i c a t e  t e n s io n  w ith  th e  A r is to p h a n ic  t e a c h in g ,  

une o f th e  m ain te a c h in g s  i n  th e  Symposium w hich m ust be so  c o n c e a le d  

i s  th e  v e ry  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  su ch  c o n c e a lm e n t. I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  I  

b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  o n ly  A gathon and A r is to p h a n e s  a r e  p r e s e n t  d u r in g  th e  f i n a l  

c o n v e r s a t io n  a b o u t  tra g ic o m e d y .

The Symposium t h e r e f o r e  d i s c u s s e s  th e  same p ro b le m s , and  

em bodies th e  s o l u t io n  in  th e  same way a s  th e  o th e r  w orks d i s c u s s e d .

The hum our, th e  om ission*  th e  m u l t ip le  n a r r a t i v e  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  a l l  aim  i 

a t  t e a c h in g  o n ly  th e  'c u r io u s  r e a d e r ,  who i s  f i n a l l y  d i r e c t e d  t o  a

For the tension between f la to 's  love of knowledge and his concern 
for the moral health of society see morrow,"flato's Conception of 
fe rsuasion"(1979); Rosen,f la to  * s Symposium.pp.261-3: Strauss, 
fo l i t ic a l  fhilosophy,pp.28- 30 ,219- 2 0 .

See S t r a u s s , S e c r a te s  and A r is to p h a n e s ( l 9 6 6 J . C o n c lu s io n , f o r  th e  
v iew  t h a t  f l a t o ' s  r h e t o r i c  i s  p a r t l y  sh ap ed  by a n  ag re e m e n t w ith  
A ris to p h a n e s*  c r i t i q u e  o f  th e  young S o c r a te s  a s  l a c k in g  in  p ru d e n c e  
o f  s p e e c h . F o r  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  S o c ra te s*  f r i e n d s h i p  w ith  h i s  
a p p a re n t  a r c h e n e m y ,A r is to p h a n e s ,s e e  R osen , P l a t o *s  Symposium.p p . 1 3 7 -5 7 . 
F o r  th e  v iew  t h a t  P l a t o ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  a p p e a r a n c e s ,a l lo w s  f o r  and 
p r a c t i s e s  a  d e c e p t iv e  r h e t o r i c  s e e  B l a c k , " P l a t o 's  v iew  o f  R h e to r ic "
( 1 9 7 9 ) f p p . 1 8 9 - 9 0 » and e t r a u s s , On T y ran n y ( 1 9 4 8 ) .p .2 6 : " S o c r a t i c  
r h e t o r i c  i s  e m p h a t ic a l ly  j u s t .  I t  i s  a n im a te d  by th e  s p i r i t  o f
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c o n s id e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  fo rm  o f  th e  d ia lo g u e  a s  c o m p le t in g  i t s  c o n t e n t , ^

I  w ish  f i n a l l y  and  b r i e f l y  to  d i s c u s s  th e  R e p u b lic  a s  a  

p r a c t i c a l  exam ple o f  t h e  P la to n ic  s e r i o  l u d e r e , o r  t ra g ic o m e d y .

Considered as a p h ilo so p h ic a l t r e a t i s e  on th e  b e s t  p o s s ib le  reg im e,th e  

Republic i s  both in s p ir in g  and deep ly  p a ra d o x ica l, f o r ,  a s  i s  w e ll  

known, t h is  regime i s  r e a liz a b le  only i f  p h ilo sop h ers should become k in g s . 

Une o f P la to 's  two main sta tem ents on th e  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f i t s  r e a l iz a t io n  

is  a s fo llo w s;

A ll  i n h a b i t a n t s  ab o v e  th e  ag e  o f  t e n  [ t h e  p h i lo s o p h e r s }  
w i l l  sen d  o u t i n t o  th e  f i e l d s ,  and  th e y  w i l l  t a k e  o v e r  
t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  rem ove them  from  th e  m anners and  h a b i t s  o f  
t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  and b r in g  them  up i n  t h e i r  own cu sto m  and 
la w s .  T h is  i s  th e  s p e e d ie s t  and e a s i e s t  way i n  w hich 
su ch  a  c i t y  and c o n s t i t u t i o n  a s  we h av e  p o r t r a y e d  c o u ld  
be e s t a b l i s h e d  and p r o s p e r . . . "
( r ie p u b l ic  3 4 1 a ;

I t  i s  th e  e s s e n c e  o f  th e  e d u c a t io n  o f  f u t u r e  G u a rd ian s  t h a t  i t  be 

t i g h t l y  c o n t r o l l e d  from  th e  s t a r t ,  a s  i s  p ro v ed  in  Book I I I :  m ass

v o lu n ta r y  e x i l e  i s  t h e r e f o r e  a  n e c e s s a ry  c o n d i t io n  f o r  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  

o f  P l a t o 's  i d e a l  re g im e . We can  say  w ith  P la to  t h a t  t h i s  i s  " in  a  way

s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  I t  i s  b a se d  on th e  p re m ise  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  
d i s p r o p o r t i o n  b e tw een  th e  i n t r a n s i g e n t  q u e s t  f o r  t r u t h  and th e  

r e q u ir e m e n ts  o f  s o c i e t y ,  o r  t h a t  n o t  a l l  t r u t h s  a r e  e q u a l ly  h a rm le ss ! ' 
F o r an  a p p ro a c h  c o m p le te ly  opposed t o  my own and  t h â t  o f  th e  above 
c r i t i c s ,  s e e  H u n t ," P la to  and A r i s t o t l e  on R h e to r ic  and  R h e to r ic ia n s "
( 1 9 6 1 ) , p p .3 3 - 3 4 .

1 For P la to 's  esoteric way of writing see Klein,A Commentary on P la to 's  
' rieno' (1963 ; , pp.4-21; Rosen P la to 's  bymposium.Introduction; Strauss 
The City and the man(1964;,pp.31-52; Un Tyranny(1948),p .26;
Cropsey,p o litica l Philosophy and the Issues of P o litic s !1977).p p .231- 
3 1 ; Keyré .discovering plato(l945;, p p .3-7.SœHyland,The Virtue of 
Philosophy(1 9 8 1 ) .pp.29-30,38-9 for the ambiguous status of Socrates 
irony as accommodation to, or exclusion of, his lis ten ers ; for the 
link  between P la to 's  humour and the recognition expressed in the 
Statesman that trad itiona l laws must be obeyed in the absence of a 
tru ly  wise statesman (quoted above p.l^ see k ljédlander,Plato. An 
Introduction(1934).pp.113-25. and for P la to 's  irony seen as a veil,
p p . 1 3 7 - 3 3 .
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possible", ju st as i t  is  possible for the "Romans a l l  in a body, to 

leave th e ir  c ity , and seek a new seat in some remote Part of the world, 

by Way of Cure for the Corruption of th e ir  rjanners"(seep.^ ); but what 

chiefly s trikes  us is  the u tte r  improbability of such an event.

P la to  seem s q u i t e  d e l i b e r a t e l y  t o  draw  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  

im p r o b a b i l i ty  a t  many p o i n t s ,  m ost n o ta b ly  r e g a r d in g  th e  com m unity o f  

women and c h i l d r e n , w hich i s  a b s o l u t e l y  o f  th e  e s s e n c e  o f  h i s  p r o j e c t  o f  

e l im in a t in g  p r i v a t e  d e s i r e s  i n  h i s  G u a rd ia n s , b o c r a t e s  com pares h im s e l f  

to  men o f  ' l a z y  m in d s ' who, " . . . t o  sav e  th e m s e lv e s  th e  l a b o r  o f  d e l i b e r a 

t i n g  a b o u t  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  and i m p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  assum e t h e i r  w ish  f u l f i l l e d  

and p ro c e e d  t o  work o u t th e  d e t a i l s  i n  im a g in a t io n ,  and ta k e  p l e a s u r e  i n  

p o r t r a y in g  w hat th e y  w i l l  do  when i t  i s  r e a l i z e d ,  th u s  m aking s t i l l  more 

i d l e  a  mind t h a t  i s  i d l e  w ith o u t  t h a t " ;  i n  h i s  " d e s i r e  t o  p o s tp o n e  and  

exam ine l a t e r  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  [ t h e ]  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  th e  com m unity o f  

women and c h i l d r e n . "  He n e v e r  ex am in es t h i s  q u e s t io n  l a t e r ,  m o reo v er 

i t  i s  a d m it te d  by b o c r a te s  t h a t  th e  'n o b le  l i e '  o f  th e  m e ta ls  would n o t  

c o n v in c e  an y o n e , b u t  he s u g g e s ts  no a l t e r n a t i v e  s t r a te g « r t , th o u g h  i t  i s  

v i t a l  t o  p e rs u a d e  p e o p le  who c a n n o t s e e  t h a t  th e  h i e r a r c h y  o f  th e  c i t y  

c o r re s p o n d s  t o  a  n a t u r a l  h ie r a r c h y  ( R e p u b l ic , 4 l 3 a - d ; s e e  U nger,

"Contemporary Anti-Platonism"(I949),64$). moreover the myth suggests . 

that there w ill be some flu id ity  between the classes in the city^, but 

th is  means extending the s t r ic t  'music' education and the community of 

wives to a l l ,  le s t  the rec ru its  should be tainted with private desires;

but, as A risto tle  points out, socrâtes is  s ilen t on the po ss ib ility  of
2

e x te n d in g  communism to  th e  lo w e r  c l a s s e s .

f i e l d , "Un m is u n d e rs ta n d in g  R la to " ( l9 4 4 - ; ,p .3 9 .

^ Strauss,"P lato",p .1 8 2 . A risto tle ,P o litic s ,1 2 6 4 a .
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T hese d e t a i l s  e f f e c t i v e l y  r e f u t e  th e  v iew  w hich  many o f  

P l a t o ' s  r e c e n t  f r i e n d s  and en em ies have s h a re d  t h a t  th e  R e p u b lic  

r e p r e s e n t s  i n  any  s e n s e  a  p r a c t i c a l  p r o p o s a l  f o r  r e fo rm . I t  i s  n o t  

c l e a r  t h a t  i t  i s  ev en  an i d e a l  o r  a  m odel f o r  su ch  re fo rm , f o r  e v e r y th in g  

in  th e  R e p u b lic  d e p e n d s  on p h i lo s o p h e r s  b e in g  i n  p o w er. The G u a rd ia n s  

a r e  n o t  th e m s e lv e s  w i l l i n g  com m unists e x c e p t  th ro u g h  h a b i t u a t i o n  by 

t h e i r  s t r i c t  e d u c a t io n  i n  'm u s i c ' ,  w hich h a s  t a u g h t  them  t h a t  th e  c i t y  

i s  a l l  im p o r ta n t .  As A dim antus s a y s ,  "They g e t  no en jo y m en t o u t  o f  i t  

a s  o r d in a r y  men do  by owning la n d s  and b u i ld in g  f i n e  b ig  homes and 

p ro v id in g  them  w ith  s u i t a b l e  f u r n i t u r e . "  T h e i r  re w a rd  i s  e n t i r e l y  

h o n o u r, b u t  t h i s , i t  a p p e a rs ,  w i l l  n o t  be enough t o  p r e v e n t  p u r e ly  p r i v a t e  

d i s s e n t i o n s ,  o r  th e  d e s i r e  t o  d i s s e n t .  Young G u a rd ia n s  w i l l  f i g h t ,  and 

th e y  w i l l  n o t  s t r i k e  t h e i r  e l d e r s ( " e x c e p t  by command o f  th e  r u l e r s " )  ■: 

o n ly  b e c a u se  o f  " . . . f e a r  and aw e, awe r e s t r a i n i n g  (th em ) from  la y in g  

h an d s on one who may be h i s  p a r e n t ,  and  f e a r  i n  t h a t  th e  o th e r s  w i l l  

ru s h  to  th e  a i d  o f  th e  s u f f e r e d  some a s  s o n s ,  some a s  b r o t h e r s ,  some a s  

f a t h e r s ■ " ( R e p u b l ic ,4 1 9 ,4 6 4 d -4 6 fe ). Tn a  s e n s e ,  th e  new sy s tem  h a s  

weakened s o c i a l  bonds - t h e  G u a rd ia n s  would c l e a r l y  be much more w i l l i n g  

t o  d e fe n d  th e  e l d e r l y  i f  th e y  w ere s u re  th e y  w ere t h e i r  p a r e n t s  -  and 

i s  m a in ta in e d  o n ly  by th e  v i g i l a n c e  o f  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  k in g s .  F a r  from  

b e in g  i n  any  s e n s e  a  m odel f o r  re fo rm , th e  R e p u b lic  shows t h a t ,  i n  th e  

a b se n c e  o f  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  k in g s ,  th e  b e s t  p ro c e d u re  i s  " to  k eep  

s t r i c t l y  t o  th e  law s " ( s e e  p . 15 ;.

I f  the Republic is  neither a proposal fo r p rac tical 

reform nor a yardstick by which such reforms might be measured, what is  

i t s  purpose? Borne commentators have found the answer in the famous 

passage when Glaucon concludes that the wise man "will not w illingly 

take part in po litics"  since Bocrates' c ity  "can be found nowhere on 

earth", and Socrates responds that, " . . .perhaps there is  a pattern of 

i t  la id  up in heaven for him who wishes to contemplate i t  and so 

beholding to constitute himself i t s  c itizen . But i t  makes no difference



w h e th e r  i t  e x i s t s  now o r  e v e r  w i l l  come i n t o  b e in g .  The p o l i t i c s  o f  

t h i s  c i t y  o n ly  w i l l  be h i s  and o f  none o t h e r . G l a u c o n  r e p l i e s ;

"T h a t seem s p r o b a b le " .  In  o th e r  w o rd s , th e  m ain p r a c t i c a l  e f f e c t  o f  

th e  d ia lo g u e  o n  G laucon  i s  t o  c o n v in c e  him  t o  r e f r a i n  from  p o l i t i c s ;  

a d v ic e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p e r t i n e n t  b e c a u se  he h im s e l f  i s  a  p a t r i o t  and  a  

g e n u in e  l o v e r  o f  j u s t i c e ,  and  m ig h t have b een  tem p ted  t o  j o i n  i n  th e

d i s a s t r o u s  e f f o r t  t o  r e s t o r e  th e  o ld  a r i s t o c r a t i c  o r d e r ,  th e  c o l l a p s e
2

o f  w h ich  i s  d ra m a tiz e d  i n  Book u n e .

However, i t  seem s r a t h e r  a  ro u n d a b o u t way t o  g o , t o  

im ag in e  a n  i d e a l  com m onwealth s im p ly  t o  show th e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  i t s  

im p le m e n ta tio n  and th e  c o n s e q u e n t l i m i t s  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  s p h e r e .

T h ere  i s  no r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  S o c r a te s ' o v e r t  a im  o f  show ing t h a t  

th e  j u s t  l i f e  i s  a l s o  th e  happy l i f e  i s  n o t  a l s o  one o f  h i s  m ain a im s .  

G laucon  a n d , we p resu m e , th e  r e s t  o f  S o c r a te s ' l i s t e n e r s ,  and  in d e e d  

o u r s e lv e s ,  th e  r e a d e r s ,  a re  p e rsu a d e d  t h a t  h i s  i n i t i a l  p o r t r a y a l  o f  h i s  

c i t y  shows t h a t  j u s t i c e  i s  i n  o n e 's  own i n t e r e s t  ( H ep u b lic4 4 3 a , b ). As 

we have se e n , how ev er, t h e r e  a r e  s t r o n g  r e a s o n s  f o r  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t ,  

a l th o u g h  th e  G u a rd ia n s  a r e  h a b i tu a te d  t o  th e  co m m u n istic  sy s te m , t h e r e  

re m a in s  a  d i s s e n t i n g  e le m e n t i n  t h e i r  s o u lé ;  and  S o c r a te s  a d m its  t h a t  

th e y  w i l l  n o t be happy i n  an y  n o rm al s e n s e  o f  th e  w ord, s a y in g  v a g u e ly  

t h a t  h a p p in e s s  " i s  so m eth in g  we m ust lo o k  t o  s e e  d e v e lo p  i n  th e  c i t y  

a s  a  w h o le ."  A t no p o in t  i n  Book i<bur d o e s  he e x p la in  w here h a p p in e s s  

c o u ld  be found  i n  h i s  c i t y  (-R epublic ,4 1 9 -4 2 1 c  À l a t e r ,  he seem s t o

1

2

R e p u b l ic , 3 9 2 a , b . See f o r  i n s t a n c e ,N e l s o n ,k e s te r n  P o l i t i c a l  T hought 
( 1 9 8 2 / ,  p . 4 6 .

R e p u b l ic , 3 6 8 a -c . See S t r a u s s , The C i ty  and th e  kjan.p p .6 3 - 5 .  I t  i s  my 
v iew  t h a t  th e  d ra m a tic  c o n te x t  o f  R l a t o 's  d ia lo g u e s  i s  a s  im p o r ta n t  
a s  th e  id e a s  t h e r e i n  e x p re s s e d  f o r  a  co m p le te  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  h i s  
m eaning - s e e  H y land , The V ir tu e  o f  R h ilo so p h y P r e f a c e :  K le in ,  A
Commentary on P l a t o 's  " h e n o " , p . l 7 .
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r e a l i z e  th e  in ad eq u a cy  o f  t h i s  r e s p o n s e ,  an d  a e c l a r e s  t h a t  th e  h a p p in e s s  

o f  th e  G u a rd ia n s  l i e s  i n  th e  f a c t  t h a t  " th e y  r e c e iv e  h o n o u r from  th e  

c i t y  w h ile  th e y  l i v e  an d  when th e y  d ie  a  w o rth y  b u r i a l " .  However t h i s  

i s  t o  a d m it d e f e a t  , a l b e i t  c o v e r t l y ,  f o r  th e  w hole p u rp o se  o f  th e  

d i s c u s s io n  was t o  r e v e a l  v irtu e  t o  be d e s i r a b l e  f o r  i t s  own sa k e  ( R e p u b lic  

4 6 j e .  uom pare 3 6 3 -3 6 7 . B ee B tra u s s  " f l a t o " , p . 177 ;.

The co m p ariso n  o f  man t o  a  c i t y  seem s c a l c u l a t e d  t o  

o b sc u re  a  c e n t r a l  f a c t  a b o u t j u s t i c e ,  i . e .  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  c h o ic e w o rth y  

f o r  i t s  own s a k e ,  i^rom t h i s  p o in t  o f  v iew  one h a s  t o  s e e  th e  R e p u b lic  

a s  a  l i e ,  a l th o u g h  a  n o b le  o n e , o r  a s  e x e m p lify in g  th e  " f e a r ,  o f t e n  

unconscious, t h a t  c l e a r  th in k in g  would l e a d  t o  a n a r c h y " H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  

i s  t o  ig n o re  th e  fam ous d i s c u s s io n  o f  p h i lo s o p h y , w hich c u lm in a te s  in  

th e  Cave m yth . The a s c e n t  from  th e  Gave d e s c r ib e s  p r i m a r i l y  a  

r e o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  th e  s o u l ,  so  t h a t  i t s  o b je c t  i s  n o t  h o n o u r o r  p le a s u r e  

b u t  know ledge o f  th e  t r u t h :

o b s e rv e  th e n ,  s a id  1 , t h a t  t h i s  p a r t  o f  su ch  a  s o u l ,  i f  
i t  had  b een  hammered from  c h i ld h o o d , and  had th u s  b een  
s tru c K  f r e e  o f  th e  le a d e n  w e ig h ts ,  so  t o  s p e a k , o f  o u r 
b i r t h  and becom ing , w hich a t t a c h i i ^  th e m s e lv e s  t o  i t  by 
fo o d  and  s i m i l a r  p le a s u r e s  and g l u t t o n i e s  t u r n  downward 
th e  v i s i o n  o f  th e  s o u l  — i f ,  1 s a y ,  f r e e  from  t h e s e ,  i t  
had s u f f e r e d  a  c o n v e rs io n  to w ard  th e  t h in g s  t h a t  a r e  
r e a l  and  t r u e ,  t h a t  same f a c u l t y  o f  th e  same men would 
have b een  m ost keen  in  i t s  v i s i o n  o f  th e  h ig h e r  th in g s  
j u s t  a s  i t  i s  f o r  t h e  t h i n g s  to w ard  w hich  i t  i s  now 
tu r n e d .  ( R e p u b l ic , 3 I 9 , a , b j

I t  i s  t h i s  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  p h ilo s o p h y  a s  a  d e s i r e  e q u a l  i n  i n t e n s i t y  t o  

common b o d i ly  d e s i r e s  w hich a l lo w s  B o c ra te s  t o  d e m o n s tra te  i n  a  f a r  

more c o n v in c in g  m anner th a n  a t  th e  end o f  Book F our t h a t ,  "when th e  

e n t i r e  s o u l  a c c e p t s  th e  g u id a n c e  o f  th e  wisdom lo v in g  p a r t  and  i s  n o t  

f i l l e d  w ith  i n n e r  d i s s e n s io n ,  th e  r e s u l t  f o r  e a c h  p a r t  i s  t h a t  i n  a l l

 ̂ Russell. Unpopular Essays ( l 9 3 0 ; , p . l 3 .
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o t h e r  r e s p e c t  s '/"keeps t o  i t s  own t a s k  and  i s  j u s t ,  an d  l ik e w is e  t h a t

ea c h  e n jo y s  h i s  own p ro p e r  p le a s u r e s  and  th e  b e s t  p l e a s u r e s ,  a n d , so

f a r  a s  su ch  a  t h in g  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  th e  t r u e s t  " ( i b i d , 3 8 6 e - 3 8 7 a ) .

In  o th e r  w ords, i t  i s  o n ly  p h i lo s o p h e r s  who can  be  s a i d

t r u l y  t o  w ant commmunism, b e c a u se  t h e i r  d e s i r e s  a r e  n o t  o r i e n t e d  to w ard

b o d i ly  t h i n g s ,  w hich a r e  n e c e s s a r i l y  p r i v a t e , ^  T h is  means t h a t  th e

c o n v e n t io n a l  v iew  o f  T l a t o 's  an a lo g y  b e tw een  c i t y  and man, t h a t  " th e r e
2

i s  no d is c r e p a n c y  be tw een  i n d i v id u a l  and s o c i a l  m o r a l i t y " ,  m ust be 

r e v i s e d , and we m ust a c c e p t  t h a t  th e r e  i s  .a n  im p o r ta n t  d i f f e r e n c e  

b e tw een  g e n u in e  p h i lo s o p h e r s  and o t h e r s . . . w i t h  r e g a rd  t o  th e  way in  

which, th e y  a r e  m o tiv a te d  to  a c t  on th e  c la im s  o f  j u s t i c e . " ^  To be 

p r e c i s e ,  n o n p h i lo s o p h e r s ,  th e  v a s t  m a jo r i ty ,  m ust e i t h e r  be c o e rc e d  

i n t o  a c t i n g  j u s t l y  by law , o r  p e rsu a d e d  by 'm u s i c ' ,  b u t  t h i s  means 

t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  g r e a t  d a n g e r  i n  w hat T la to  c a l l s  th e  ' l a w l e s s '  s tu d y  o f  

d i a l e c t i c s ,  s in c e  i t  can  p ro d u c e  mere d is o b e d ie n c e  t o  th e  e s t a b l i s h e d  

c o d e s , w hich  c o u ld  be com pared t o  th e  r e a c t i o n  o f  a  c h i l d  who s u d d e n ly  

d i s c o v e r s  he i s  i l l e g i t i m a t e :

. . .We h a v e ,I  take i t ,  c e r ta in  con v iction s s in c e  childhood  
about the ju s t  and honourable, in  which, in  obedience  
and honour to  them, we have been bred as ch ild ren  under 
th e ir  p a ren ts.

Yes we have.
And are there not other practices going 

counter to these, that have pleasures attached to them 
and that f la t te r  and so lic i t  our souls, but do not win 
over men of any decency; but they continue to hold in 
in honour the teachings of th e ir  fathers and obey them?

I t  is  so.
well then, said 1, whan a man of th is  kind

d t r a u s s , The C i ty  and  th e  iia n , p p . l l 3  and  127; W h ite ,A Companion t o  
r l a t o ' s  i i e p u b l ic ,p p . 3 1  and  242 .

b a k e r ,The P o l i t i c a l  th o u g h t  o f  P la to  and  A r i s t o t l e  ( I 9 0 6 ) ,p .6 ,  

W h ite , A Companion t o  P l a t o 's  b e p u b l i c , p . 3 2 .
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i s  met by  th e  q u e s t io n ,  w hat i s  th e  h o n o u ra b le ?  and  on 
h i s  g iv in g  th e  an sw er w hich  he le a r n e d  from  th e  la w g iv e r ,  
th e  a rg u m en t c o n f u te s  him , and  by many and v a r io u s  
r e f u t a t i o n s  u p s e t s  h i s  f a i t h  and m akes him  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
t h i s  th in g  i s  no more h o n o u ra b le  th a n  i t  i s  b a s e ,  and 
when he h a s  had th e  same e x p e r ie n c e  a b o u t  th e  j u s t  and » 
th e  good and e v e ry th in g  w hich he c h i e f l y  h e ld  i n  e s te e m , 
how do  you su p p o se  t h a t  he w i l l  c o n d u c t h im s e l f  h e r e a f t e r  
i n  th e  m a t te r  o f  r e s p e c t  and  o b e d ie n c e  t o  t h i s  
t r a d i t i o n a l  m o ra l i ty ?

I t  i s  i n e v i t a b l e ,  he s a i d ,  t h a t  he w i l l  n o t  
c o n t in u e  t o  h o n o u r an a  obey a s  b e f o r e .

And th e n ,  s a id  I ,  when he c e a s e s  t o  h o n o u r 
t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  and t o  t h in k  t h a t  th e y  a r e  b in d in g  on 
him , and  c a n n o t d i s c o v e r  th e  t r u e  p r i n c i p l e s ,  w i l l  he be 
l i k e l y  t o  a d o p t any  o th e r  way o f  l i f e  th a n  t h a t  w hich  
f l a t t e r s  h i s  d e s i r e s ?

He w i l l  n o t ,  he s a i d .  ( H e p u b lic , 3 3 8 , a - e )

T h is  i s  th e  b a s i s  f o r  r i j a t o 's  b e l i e f ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  we have se e n  by 

& rasm us, t h a t  d i a l e c t i c s  sh o u ld  o n ly  be ta k e n  up a t  a  l a t e  s t a g e  in  

l i f e ,  and  th e n  o n ly  by a  few (5 e e  p . 6 y ;.

been  from  one p e r s p e c t iv e ,  th e  H e p u b lie  d e m o n s t ra te s  t o

th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  betw een  h i s  own and  o th e r  n a t u r e s ,  w hich 

n e c e s s i t a t e s  a l l  s o r t s  o f  im p ro b ab le  l i e s  t o  a l lo w  o th e r s  t o  a c h ie v e  a  

c o n d i t io n  w hich he h im s e l f  d e s i r e s  n a t u r a l l y  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  h i s  lo v e  o f  

w isdom , m o reo v e r, much o f  th e  R e p u b lic  i t s e l f  s h o u ld  be th o u g h t  o f  a s  

'm u s ic ' t o  itTOve th e  s o u l s  o f  b o c r a t e s '  n o n p h i lo s o p h ic a l  i n t e r l o c u t o r s  

t o  a  lo v e  o f  j u s t i c e  ( S t r a u s s  , " r l a t o " , p p . l $ 8 - 9 ü la u c o n  g o es  away 

b e a r in g  th e  'h e a v e n ly  c i t y '  i n  mind th o u g h  i t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  t h a t  he i s  a  

'w is d o m v lo v e r ' .  b o c r a te s  a c h ie v e s  t h i s  by c o n c e a l in g  h i s  f a r - r e a c h i n g  

c r i t i q u e  o f  th e  m o tiv e s  o f  h o n o u r and  p a t r i o t i s m  i n  an  i n s p i r i n g  m yth . 

A lth o u g h  ro le m a rc h u s •s p a t r i o t i c  a e f i n i t i o n  o f  j u s t i c e  a s  a o in g  good 

to  f r i e n d s  and  harm t o  enem ies i s  r e f u t e d  in  ao o k  u n e , i t  i s  r e i n s t a t e d

in  every r e p e c t  ana a p p a r e n t ly  u n c r i t i c a l l y  i n  th e  n e x t  t h r e e  b o o k s . In

ro o k  k iv e ,  a s  we have s e e n , b o c r a te s  r e f r a i n s  from  ex am in in g  why a  

com m unity o f  women and c h i ld r e n  m igh t be im p o s s ib le .  The a d m is s io n  

t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be d i s s e n s io n  among th e  G u a rd ia n s , d i s c u s s e d  a b o v e , i s  

i n c i d e n t a l  and a lm o s t  s e l f - c o n t r a d i c t o r y ,  g iv e n  t h a t  i t  i s  p re c e d e d  by



t h i s  paragraph:

Then w i l l  not la w su its  and a c c u sa tio n s  a g a in s t  one 
another va n ish , one may sa y , from among them, because  
they  have noth ing in  p r iv a te  p o sse ss io n  but t h e ir  b o d ie s , 
but a l l  e l s e  in  common? So th a t we can count OA t h e ir  
being fr e e  from the d is se n s io n s  th a t a r is e  among men from 
the p o sse ss io n  o f  property; c h ild r e n , and k in .

With th ese  assu ran ces o n e 's  eye ra th er  sk a tes  over the next paragraph:

" And aga in  th ere  could not r ig h t ly  a r is e  among them any la w su it  fo r  

a s s a u lt  or b o d ily  in ju r y , jf'or as between a g e fe llo w s  we s h a l l  say  th a t  

s e lf -d e fe n s e  i s  honourable and j u s t ,  thereby com pelling them to  keep 

t h e ir  b od ies in  con d ition "  ( n ep u b lic ,4 6 4 d , e ) .  , In the course o f  making a 

v ir tu e  df n e c e s s i ty  T la to  adm its th a t th ere  remains a . cause o f  d is se n s io n ;  

and he d ir e c t s  our a t te n t io n  to  t h is  cause by p o in tin g  out th a t  one 

p r iv a te  p o sse ss io n  remains to  the GWkrdians - t h e i r  b od ies,w h ich  are un

im portant only to  the p h ilo sop h er. C r it ic s  who see  the Hepublic as a 

'sermon' or 'm a n ife s to ', ra th er  than an enquiry,^  f a i l  to  see  th a t  i t s  

smooth s u r fa c e , l ik e  th a t o f  more' s U topia, co n cea ls  a mass o f  

o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  the p h ilo so p h ic a l reaxier to ,  so  to  speak, en ter  in to  

d eb ates w ith l l a t o .

What c h ie f ly  co n cea ls  l l a t o ' s  p o in t i s  the p o l i t i c a l  

analogy, apparently  design ed  to  make ju s tic e " e a sy  to  apprehend" ( Hepublic 

368e ) ,  What i t  a c tu a lly  does i s  obscure the fa c t  th a t th ere  i s  no • 

happiness .in  the ju s t  l i f e  as i t  i s  portrayed in  the f i r s t  four books 

(se e  e s p e c ia l ly  the beginning o f book r o u r S o c r a t e s  i s  a b le  to  beg the  

q u estion  because a w ell-ord ered  c i t y  i s  c le a r ly  adm irable, w h ile  a s e l f 

c o n tro lled  man i s  not ob v iou sly  happier than a man who e x p lo it s  the fa c t  

th a t a l l  around him are l iv in g  a ju s t  l i f e  in  a w ell-ord ered  c i t y  to

^ H y le , re v ie w  o f  The Open S o c ie ty  and  i t s  E nem ies (1 9 4 8 j , p . l 7 0 .
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f u r t h e r  h i s  own s e r f is M  e n d s .  M oreover, p h ilo s o p h y  i s  in t ro d u c e d  o n ly  

i n  an  a p p a r e n t  d i g r e s s i o n ,  a s  th e  means t o  e s t a b l i s h  th e  j u s t  c i t y ,  

r l a t o  n e v e r  makes e x p l i c i t  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  a lo n e  

a c t i v e l y  w ish e s  f o r  j u s t i c e ,  w n ile  a l l  o th e r s  a r e  in  some se n se  

co m p e lled  t o  be j u s t  by law s o r  'p o e m s '( o t r a u s s .  The C i ty  and  th e  i»ian).

The H ep u b lic  th u s  r e v e a l s  i t s e l f  a s  a  p a r t  o f ,  p e rh a p s  

th e  o r i g i n  o f ,  a  way o f  w r i t in g  c o n c e rn e d  b o th  t o  i n s t i l  f a i t h  i n  

j u s t i c e  and  t o  e x h i b i t  t o  p h i lo s o p h e r s  th e  p ro b le m a tic  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

o f  p h i lo s o p h y  t o  s o c i e t y  and  th e  ty p e  o f  r h e t o r i c  t o  w hich  t h i s  g iv e s  r i s e .

o t r a u s s  d e s ig n a t e s  t h i s  way o f  w r i t i n g  " S o c r a t i c  r h e t o r i c " ,  and d e s c r i b e s  

i t  i n  th e s e  te rm s ;

n o c r a t i c  r h e t o r i c  i s  m eant t o  be an  in d i s p e n s a b le  
in s t ru m e n t  o f  p n i lo s o p n y . i t s  p u rp o se  i s  t o  l e a d  
p o t e n t i a l  p h i lo s o p h e r s  t o  p h ilo s o p h y  b o th  by t r a i n i n g  
them  and by l i b e r a t i n g  them  from  th e  charm s w hich 
o b s t r u c t  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic  e f f o r t ,  a s  w e ll  a s  t o  p r e v e n t  
th e  a c c e s s  to  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  th o s e  who a r e  n o t  f i t  f o r  i t .  
b o c r a t i c  r h e t o r i c  i s  e m p h a t ic a l ly  j u s t .  I t  i s  a n im a te d  
by th e  s p i r i t  o f  s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  i t  i s  b a s e d  on 
th e  p re m ise  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  d i s p r o p o r t i o n  b e tw een  th e  
i n t r a n s i g e n t  q u e s t  f o r  t r u t h  and th e  re q u ir e m e n ts  o f  
s o c i e t y ,  o r  t h a t  n o t  a l l  t r u t h s  a r e  a lw a y s  h a r m le s s ,  
b o c ie ty  w i l l  a lw ay s  t r y  t o  t y r a n n iz e  th o u g h t .  S o c r a t i c  
r h e t o r i c  i s  th e  c l a s s i c  means f o r  e v e r  a g a in  f r u s t r a t i n g  
th e s e  a t t e m p t s .  T h is  h ig h e s t  k in d  o f  r h e t o r i c  d id  n o t  
d ie  w ith  th e  im m ed ia te  p u p i l s  o f  S o c r a te s .  I'lany mono
g ra p h s  b e a r  w itn e s s  io Jad--tMi. g r e a t  t h i n k e r s  o f  l a t e r  
t im e s  have u sed  a  k in d  o f  c a u t io n  o r  t h r i f t  in  
com m unicating  t h e i r  th o u g h t t o  p o s t e r i t y  w hich  i s  no 
lo n g e r  a p p r e c ia te d :  i t  c e a s e d  t o  be a p p r e c i a t e d  a t  a b o u t
th e  same tim e a t  w hich  h i s t o r i c i s m  em erged , a t  a b o u t  th e  
end o f  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu r y ,  ( un T v ra n n v . p .26  ;

In  th e  re m a in in g  p a r t  o f  th e  t h e s i s  my aim  i s  t o  show 

t h a t  A T a le  o f  a  Tub p r e s e n t s  d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c t s  t o  th e  'c u r i o u s '  and  

th e  'c r e d u l o u s ' r e a d e r ,  i t  i s  in te n d e d  to  b e n e f i t  th e  'c r e d u l o u s ' 

r e a d e r  i n  many w ays, b u t n o t  t o  e n l ig h t e n  him r e g a rd in g  th e  e r r o r s  in  

t r a d i t i o n a l  la w s , f o r  i t  i s  p r e c i s e l y  he who m ust c o n t in u e  t o  b e l i e v e  

in  th e  d o c t r i n e s  w hich on a  d e e p e r  l e v e l  o f  th e  T a le  th e  'c u r io u s *  

r e a d e r  i s  i n s t r u c t e d  n o t  to 'u n m a s k ',  b w i f t 's  a d h e re n c e  t o  th e
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t r a d i t i o n  j u s t  d i s c u s s e d  i s  b e s t  e x h ib i t e d  i n  one o f  h i s  

T h o u g h ts  on V a rio u s  S u b je c t s :

The Humour o f  e x p lo d in g  many T h in g s  u n d e r  th e  Hames o f  
T r i f l e s ,  f o p p e r i e s ,  and  o n ly  im a g in a ry  G oods, i s  a  v e ry  
f a l s e  H ro o f e i t h e r  o f  wisdom o r  I 'la g n an im ity ; and  a  g r e a t  
Check t o  v i r t u o u s  A c t io n s ,  f 'o r  i n s t a n c e ,  w ith  H egard t o  
Fam e: T here  i s  i n  m ost p e o p le  a  H e lu c ta n c e  and U n w i l l 

in g n e s s  t o  be f o r g o t t e n .  We o b s e rv e ,  even  among th e  
v u lg a r ,  how fo n d  th e y  a r e  t o  have an  I n s c r i p t i o n  o v e r  
t h e i r  G ra v e . I t  r e q u i r e s  b u t  l i t t l e  P h ilo s o p h y  t o  
d i s c o v e r  an d  o b s e rv e , t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no i n t r i n s i c k  V alue 
i n  a l l  t h i s ;  how ev er, i f  i t  be fo u n d ed  in  o u r  n a t u r e ,  a s  
an  In c i te m e n t  t o  V i r tu e ,  i t  o u g h t n o t  t o  be r i d i c u l e d .
( S w i f t ,  P ro se  w o rk sj g p .2 4 4 J

A f e v / 'th o u g h ts * e a r l ie r  S w if t  h a s  s a id ,  " R e l ig io n  i s  th e  b e s t  M otive o f  

a l l  a c t i o n s ;  y e t  r e l i g i o n  i s  a llo w e d  t o  be t h e  h ig h e s t  I n s ta n c e  o f  s e l f -  

lo v e "  (P ro s e  w orks, IV , 243,).
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IV A Tale of A Tub — The irei'atory fiaterial

T h ere  a r e  tw o q u o ta t i o n s  on th e  t i t l e  page  o f  th e  T a l e ; th e  f i r s t  

i s  ta k e n  from  th e  i n i t i a t i o n  cerem ony o f  th e  M arco sian  g n o s t i c s ,  w h ich , 

a s  W otton p u t s  i t  i n  h i s  d e f e n s e  o f  th e  R e f l e c t io n s  upon A n c ie n t  and  

Modern t e a m i n g  ( l ? 0 3 j )  seem s 'G i b b e r i s h ' .  W otton lo o k e d  up th e  

r e f e r e n c e  and d is c o v e r e d  t h a t  th e  o b sc u re  d i a l e c t  can  be t r a n s l a t e d  a s ,

*' I  c a l l  upon t h i s ,  w hich i s  above a l l  th e  pow er o f  th e  f à t h e r ,  w hich 

i s  c a l l e d  n i g h t ,  and  S p i r i t ,  and  ^ i f e ,  b e c a u se  th o u  h a s t  r e ig n e d  in  

th e  b o d y " ( T a l e , p . 3 2 3 j » He s e e s  t h i s  a s  a n o th e r  exam ple o f  S w i f t 's  

d e l i g h t  in  p la y in g  w ith  w hat "m ankind have a lw a y s  e s teem ed  a s  S a c r e d ."  

The seco n d  q u o ta t i o n  would have b een  more f a m i l i a r  to  m ost r e a d e r s  : i t

i s  t a k e n  from  n u c r e t i u s ' De Rerum R a tu ra  , an d  p ro c la im s  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  

to  d i s c u s s  them es n e v e r  b e f o r e  t r e a t e d  i n  p o e t r y .  T h is  i s  th e  f i r s t  

i n  a  s e r i e s  o f  q u o ta t i o n s  from  t h i s  w ork, w hich  S w if t  r e a d  no l e s s  th a n  

th r e e  t im e s  i n  I 6 9 7  ( T a l e , i n t r o d u c t i o n , p . I v i ) ,  I t  i s  t o  be  n o te d  t h a t  

h i s  c la im  i s  f o r  a  r h e t o r i c a l  r a t h e r  th a n  a  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  in n o v a t io n ;  

"What jo y  t o  p lu c k  new f lo w e rs  and  g a t h e r  f o r  my brow  a  g l o r i o u s  

g a r la n d  from  f i e l d s  whose b lo sso m s w ere n e v e r  y e t  w re a th e d  by  th e  Muses 

ro u n d  any  head " ( On th e  R a tu re  o f  th e  u n iv e r s e , p . 5 4 ) . M a r l i e r  he sp e a k s  

o f  h im s e l f  a s  " e l u c i d a t i n g  i n  r a t i n  v e r s e  th e  o b sc u re  d i s c o v e r i e s  o f  

th e  G reek s  " ( i b i d , p . 3 1 ^ . ^ u c r e t i u s  g o e s  on a f t e r  th e  p a s s a g e  S w if t  

q u o te s  t o  e x p la in  f i r s t  h i s  p u rp o se  - t o  win fame by " lo o s in g  m e n 's  m inds 

from  th e  t i g h t  k n o ts  o f  s u p e r s t i t i o n "  -a n d  th e n  h i s  s t r a t e g y ,  w hich i s  

t o  sw ee ten  w ith  h i s  p o e t i c  s k i l l  a  d o c t r i n e  w hich  would o th e rw is e  seem 

b i t t e r  t o  th e  'm u l t i t u d e ' who " s h r in k  from  i t " . ( i b i d , p . 3 4 ) .^

^ F o r L u c r e t iu s  a s  a  p o p u l i z e r  o f  p r e v io u s ly  h id d e n  d o c t r i n e s  see  
S t r a u s s ,L ib e r a l i s m  A n c ie n t and M odem ( l9 6 8 ) ,p p .9 1 - 2 .
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I believe we can in fer from Sw ift's quotation tha t he was especially- 

in terested  in Lucretius' poem as an attempt to popularize philosophy. 

We could expect tha t one of the Tale' s main purposes would be to 

examine such attempts. Lucretius, I  would suggest, is  the prototype 

of the 'curious' philosopher who reveals tha t "in the inside (things) 

are good for nothing".

In contrast, the gnostic 'g ibberish ' could stand as an example of 

the innovations which resu lt from 'credulous' delusions. But th is  would 

mean that the Incarnation i t s e l f  is  ranked by bwift among these 

delusions. There is  a curious series of Thoughts on relig ion  which 

is  pertinent here:

Violent aeal for tru th  hath an hundred to one odds to 
be e ither petulancy, ambition, or pride.

There is  a degree of corruption wherein some nations, 
as bad. as the world is ,  w ill proceed to an amendment; 
u n til which time particu lar men should be quiet.

To remove opinions fundamental in relig ion  is  
impossible, and the attempt wicked, whether those opinions 
be true or false ; unless your avowed, design be to  abolish 
that relig ion altogether. So, for instance, in the famous 
doctrine of C hrist's  d iv in ity , which hath been universally 
received by a l l  bodies of Christians, since the condemnar- 
tion of Arianisra under Constantine and his successors; 
Wherefore the proceedings of the Socinians are both vain 
and unwarrantable; because they w ill never be able to 
advance th e ir  own opinion, or meet any other success than 
breeding doubts and disturbances in the world. Q,ui 
ratione sua disturbant moenia mundi.

The want of be lie f is  a defect tha t ought to be 
concealed when i t  cannot be overcome.

The Christian relig ion , in the most early times, was 
proposed to the Jews and Heathens, without the a r tic le  of 
C hrist'ë  d iv in ity ; which, I  remember, Erasmus accounts 
for, by i t s  being too strong a meat for babes. Perhaps, 
i f  i t  were now softened by the Chinese missionaries, the 
conversion of those in fide ls  would be less d ifficul-t;
And we find by the Alcoran, i t  is  the great stumbling- 
block of the imhometans. But, in a country already 
Christian, to bring so fundamental a point of fa ith  into 
debate, can have no consequences that are not pernicious 
to morals and public peace.
(Works, IX,pp.261- 2 )

This passage is  vague in many respects, perhaps because of i t s  remarkable 

admission of the possib ility  that the doctrine of the Incarnation is
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e ith er a harmless or an actively useful falsehood. However, i t  forms 

part of the marcosians' in itia tio n  procedure; such secrecy stands in 

d irec t contrast to Lucretius, who hopes to convert the 'multitude* to 

his materialism. I f  the gnostics are needlessly secretive, perhaps 

the reverse is  true of Lucretius.

We have already touched on the Apology as revealing Sw ift's 

expectation that only the "Men of Tast" w ill understand fu lly  his 

meaning (see p. 3 1 ). Swift sheds lig h t on the iden tity  of these "Men 

of Tast" when he sta tes th a t,

...h e  thought the numerous and gross Corruptions in 
Religion and Learning might furnish matter for a Satyr, 
that would be useful and diverting; He resolved to 
proceed in a manner, that should be altogether new, the 
World having been already too long nauseated with endless 
Repetitions upon every subject...He was then a young 
Gentleman much in the world, and wrote to the Tast of 
those who were like himself; therefore in order to allu re  
them, he gave a Liberty to his Pen, which might not su it 
with maturer years, or graver characters, and which he 
could have easily  corrected with a very few Blots, had he 
been i^iaster of his Papers for a Year or two before th e ir  
Publication. (Tale,p .4 J

This passage gives the impression that Swift was an orthodox man 

overtaken by youthful high s p ir i ts .  I t  is  curious that he should 

declare that the novelty of his method was "resolved", and the “Liberty** 

he gave his pen was in order to “a llu re"  those who were "much in the 

World". I t  would follow that the 'T ast' of these men d iffe rs  from 

Sw ift's own, since his sa tire  is  both "useful and diverting", while 

these men seek only diversion. Since the adoption of the manner of 

these men seems to be what has offended the orthodox so deeply, one can 

deduce that Swift is  referring to the free-thinking wits, from whom he 

carefully distinguishes himself by his attack  on the "dangerous 

Heights (to  which) some Men have proceeded," Swift, therefore, is  

claiming, in a suitably indirect manner, that his was a pretence of 

unorthodoxy to 'd iv e r t ' the sceptical, and a t  the same time teach them
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cL 'usefûl* lesson, which would presumably be orthodox in some way.

But Swift did not merely write fo r the free-th inkers. For every

one,he implies, old orthodoxies could become sta le  by "endless 

Repetitions" unless revived by his "new manner". This substantiates 

the view of Sheridan, one of Sw ift's most acute c r i t ic s , as we have seen, 

who argued that the purpose of the Tale was to  make relig ion  once again 

a topic of conversation in polite  society, where i t  was fa s t becoming 

a dead issue due to the moderate and unconcerned a ttitu d e  of the low 

Church Whigs (Swift; The C ritical Heritage.ed.W illiams.p.227). This 

purpose would involve ' vexing' the la t te r  group. This explains the 

ferocity  of the attack on Nonconformist 'enthusiasm', which puzzles 

c r i t ic s  because i t  is  so outdated.^ In both a shocking and an 

entertaining way Swift reminds his readers that there is  supposed to be 

an established Church. I would not deny that Swift found an outlet 

for his subversive temperament in his religious allegory, as some have 

argued; but th is  is  perfectly  compatible with the view that the violent 

sa tire  was a calculated attempt to provoke a response in his readers,2- 

whether intrigued by the hints of irré lig io n , in the case of the free

thinkers, or roused out of an unconcerned tolerance in the case of the 

Anglicans. The d istinc tion  between the orthodox and the free-thinkers 

which the Apology establishes is  very important in the Tale. I  would 

argue that the useful lesson aimed a t the l a t te r  is  not merely that 

Anglicanism is  the true religion, but concerns the "dangerous Heights" 

to which stripping prejudices can lead. I t  is  noticeable that Swift 

does not say ' misguided Heights'; i t  is  typical that he seems 

concerned not with the tru th ,bu t the p rac tical consequences of,a belief.

Harth.Swift and Anglican Rationalism (I96I ) ,p p .106-13; toybee, 
"Anglicans and Noneonformists" (.1942),Preface; Webster,"Swift and 
E arlier S a tir is ts  of Enthusiasm" (1933)î "The S a tiric  Background 
of the Attack on the Puritans in A Tale of a Tub" (1933).

see Rawson, "The Character of Sw ift's S a tire" ,p .63; and Rogers, 
"Swift and the Idea of Authority" for opposite views on th is  subject.
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The next item in the prefatory m aterial is  the "Dedication to  the 

Right Honourable John Sommers," supposedly w ritten by the bookseller, 

and apparently a nicely turned compliment to the Whig Chancellor. The 

bookseller is about to  dedicate the book to Sommers with an eye to  his 

l ib e ra li ty  as a patron, when he comes across Sw ift's la t in  inscrip tion 

on the papers, detur dignissimo, which,a tran sla to r informs him,means,

"Let i t  be given to the worthiest." In order to ascertain  who is  the 

worthiest man of the age, the bookseller v is i ts  several wits in his 

employment, a l l  of whom nominate themselves and then Sommers.

Following an ancient maxim, he decides " . . . th a t  those, to whom every 

Body allows the second Place, have an undoubted T itle  to the F irst"

(Tale,pp.22-7). I t  seems a t  f i r s t  that Swift has nicely d ifferen tia ted  

himself from those who dedicate for purely vulgar reasons, but i t  is  

the bookseller, whose ignorance of the c lassical languages and 

l ite ra tu re  and general vulgarity is  stressed, not Swift, who departs 

from his usual shrewdness. He has neither the capacity nor the 

inclination to judge of worthy men for himself, but re lie s  on the votes 

of his hacks. In th is  way Swift invites us to wonder how far the 

'common people* can be thought of as judging with discrim ination, a 

central theme of the Tale. To the extent that Swift is  a confirmed 

democrat, his praise of Sommers will be genuine. In his De Augmentis 

Scientarum, Bacon takes the above-mentioned maxim as an .example of a 

logical sophism, citing  (Jicero to the effect that most people will 

praise a f te r  themselves only the leas t worthy man, since they are 

like ly  to envy those they believe are rea lly  great too much to give 

them th e ir  due.^

In the'^Ejpistle Dedicatory to his Royal Hjghness Prince Posterity'^ 

the dispute between the Ancients and the Modems becomes the main

^ Bacon, Philosophical Works,p .339'
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subject for the f i r s t  time. There is  some debate among c r i t ic s  as to

the seriousness of Sw ift's support for the Ancients, (^uintana writes

that Swift was "supremely indifferent" to the philosophical questions

whcih were involved in the dispute.^ This view leads c r i t ic s  to

v irtu a lly  ignore long passages in both the Tale and G ulliver's Travels

in what seems to me an unwarranted way. I t  a rise s , perhaps, from the

enA)arrassment f e l t  even by c r i t ic s  who stre ss  the importance of the

dispute to Swift: "Rarely has so great a book been w ritten in a lo s t

cause." Such comments are influenced by the p o s itiv is tic  studies of

the dispute which have been accepted as au thorita tive  in many quarters. ^

More recently, as these studies have been questioned, i t  has been

argued that Swift, in common with the other combatants, saw himself as

involved in a struggle between "two comprehensive systems of rad ically  
4opposed thought." We are free to taike Sw ift's support fo r the 

Ancients seriously now that c lassica l p o litic a l and moral philosophy 

is  i t s e l f  taken seriously as an alternative  to Modernism.

The Modem persona is  attempting to show Prince Posterity  that 

Modem books are not completely transien t, but finds that " . . .a l th o '

Their Numbers be vast and Their Production numerous in proportion, 

yet are they hurryed so hastily  off the scene, tha t they escape our 

Memory and delude our Sight " (Tale,p .34). Throughout the"Epistle" i t  is

1

2

Quintana, The Mind and Art of Jonathan Swift.p .77. See also 
Rosenheim, Swift and the S a t ir i s t 's  A rt,p .113; Pinkus, Swift' s 
Vision of E vil,I ,p p .27-30.

Starkman, Sw ift's Satire on ueaming (1930),p .13.

 ̂ See especially Jones, Ancients and Modems(Iç36): Bury, The Idea
of Progress(1920). For accounts more sympathetic to the Ancients' 
position see Crane, The Idea of the Humanities( 1 9 4 3 ) .p p .7 0 -1 1 8 ; 
Williams, Pope' s Bunciad,pp.I 06- 2 6 ; Levine, "Ancients and Modems 
Reconsidered"(I98I - 2 ); Strauss, P o litic a l Philosophy.

4 Bloom, "An Outline of G ulliver's Travels",p.239; Tarcov, "Swift and 
Socrates"(1977). The view shared by these c r i t ic s  that Plato was a t  
the root of Sw ift's support for the Ancients is  supported by the 
fact that is the only 'Yahoo' the Houyhnhnm w ill praise, since
he rejected "systems of natural philosophy where that knowledge, i f  
i t  were certain , could be of no Use";Works XI,268,
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th e  s h e e r  b u lk  o f  books w hich  c o n s t i t u t e s  th e  m ain c la im  o f  th e  M odem s

on p o s t e r i t y .  The p e r s o n a 's  v iew , i t  h a s  b ee n  a r g u e d ,  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c

o f  c u l t u r e s  w here p r i n t  i s  th e  d o m in an t medium, and  t h e r e f o r e  w here

in fo rm a t io n  i s  b e s t  p r e s e rv e d  by f r e q u e n t  p u b l i c a t i o n ;  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o

o ra l/sc iM b a l c u l tu r e s ,w h e r e  s e c r e t  t r a d i t i o n s  a r e  th e  m ost a c c u r a te

m ethod o f  t r a n s m is s io n .^  S w if t ,  and  th e  A n c ie n ts  i n  g e n e r a l ,  have  b een
2

s e e n  a s  r e s i s t i n g  th e  i n e v i t a b l e  ad v an ce  o f  th e  a g e  o f  p r i n t .  W hether 

o r  n o t  i t  i s  an  o v e r s im p l i f i c a t i o n  t o  s e e  th e  p rem o d em  d i s t r u s t  o f  

p u b l i c a t i o n  a s  d e te rm ih e d  b y  a  . r e l i a n c e  on o u td a te d  m ed ia , th e  

d e d i c a t io n  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h i s  d i s t r u s t  i s  s h a re d  by S w if t  an d  i s  in d e e d  

one o f  h i s  c e n t r a l  o b j e c t io n s  t o  M odem ism . S w if t  d o e s  n o t  r e v e a l  h i s  

a l t e m a t i v e  t o  t h e  M o d em s' " .. .im m e n s e  b a l e s  o f  p a p e r .  " ( T a l e , p . 3 5 ) ;  

h e r e , a s  e ls e w h e re ,  th e  r e a d e r  i s  i n v i t e d  t o  h o ld  M odem ism  i n  c o n te m p t, 

i n  a  s u p e r f i c i a l  and  p u r e ly  d e s t r u c t i v e  way.

f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e ,  b u t  n o t  f o r  th e  l a s t  i n  th e  T a l e , S w if t  t u m s  

th e  t a b l e s  on th e  M odem s h e r e  i n  a  c u r io u s  b u t  v e ry  e f f e c t i v e  f a s h io n .

In  a n  e s s a y  w hich  h ad  g iv e n  r i s e  t o  th e  m ost r e c e n t  s k i rm is h  i n  th e  

b a t t l e  o f  th e  bo o k s w h ich  was th e  im m edia ,e o c c a s io n  o f  th e  T a le  i t s e l f .

S i r  W illia m  T em ple, S w i f t 's  em p lo y er f o r  many y e a r s ,  had expounded h i s  

th e o r y  t h a t  l e a r n i n g  w axes and  wanes i n  c y c l i c a l  f a s h io n ,  and c o n c lu d e d  

from  i t  t h a t  p r e c l a s s i c a l  t e a m i n g  m ust hav e  b ee n  im m ense, a l th o u g h  

o n ly  f a i n t  t r a c e s  o f  i t  r e m a in . W illiam  W otton had r e p l i e d  f o r  th e  

M oderns, and  p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  Temple had a b s o l u t e l y  no e v id e n c e  f o r  h i s  

a s s e r t i o n s . ^  T e m p le 's  g ra n d io s e  b u t  i n s u b s t a n t i a l  c la im s  f o r  th e

E i s e n s t e i n ,  The P r i n t i n g  P re s s  a s  a n  A gent o f  Ghange( 1 9 7 9 ) .p p .1 1 4 -1 6 . 
2 7 0 -3 ; Y a te s .  The A r t  o f  Memoiy( l 9 6 6 j ;  Z i l s e l ,  "The G e n e s is  o f  th e  
C oncep t o f  S c i e n t i f i c  P r o g r e s s " ( l9 4 5 ) .

K in s le y ,  "The D unciad  a s  Mock B ook"(1 9 7 1 -2 ) ;  E i s e n s t e i n ,  The P r i n t 
in g  P r e s s  a s  an  A gen t o f  C hange,p p .2 7 4 -9 9 ; M u rr in , The V e il  o f  
A l le g o r y ,p p .8 5 -7 .

Tem ple, An E ssay  on A n c ie n t and  M odem b e a m in g  ( l6 9 0 ) ,p p .5 2 - 3 ;  
W otton, R e f l e c t io n s  on A n c ie n t and M odem L ea rn in g C I6 9 4 ) , p p .7 5 -1 1 5 .
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a n c i e n t s  b e a r  an  uncanny  re se m b la n c e  t o  th e  p e r s o n a 's  c la im s  f o r  th e  

m o d em s. E l i a s  h a s  shown t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s i m i l a r  re s e m b la n c e s  th ro u g h 

o u t t h e  T a l e , w hich l e a d s  him  t o  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  " . . . S w i f t ' s  c r a c k -  

b r a in e d  n a r r a t o r  d e m o n s tr a te s  a  c e r t a i n  k in s h ip  w ith  T em ple, th o u g h  n o t  

th e  s o r t  w hich  Temple would have r e c o g n is e d  o r  r e l i s h e d . " ^  H ow ever, 

th e  th e o r y  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  c o v e r t  s a t i r e  o f  Temple i n  th e  T a le  c a n n o t  

a p p ly  t o  th e " b e d ic a t io n 'J  w hich shows S w if t  t o  b e  i n  ag re e m e n t w ith  

T e m p le 's  c e n t r a l  c r i t i c i s m  o f  M odem ism , d i r e c t e d  a t  th e  v iew  t h a t  

know ledge i s  b e s t  p re s e rv e d  by p r i n t i n g  l o t s  o f  b o o k s . A c co rd in g  t o  

T em ple, o n ly  a  few  bo o k s a r e  o f  an y  v a lu e ,  b u t  " s c r i b b l e r s  a r e  i n f i n i t e ,  

t h a t  l i k e  mushrooms o r  f l i e s  a r e  b o m  and d i e  i n  s m a l l  c i r c l e s  o f  t im e ,

w h ereas  b o o k s , l i k e  p ro v e rb s ,  r e c e iv e  t h e i r  c h i e f  v a lu e  from  th e  stam p
2

and  e s te e m  o f  a g e s  th ro u g h  w hich th e y  have p a s s e d ."

T h ere  i s  a  more p l a u s i b l e  e x p la n a t io n  o f  th e  p a r a l l e l  we have 

n o t i c e d ,  w hich  d o e s  n o t  in v o lv e  one i n  th e  aw kw ardness o f  v ie w in g  th e  

s c a th in g  a t t a c k s  on th e  M odem s w hich p u n c tu a te  th e  T a le  a s ,  f o r  th e  

m ost p a r t ,  a  d i s u i s e  f o r  a  p e r s o n a l  v e n d e t t a  a g a i n s t  T em ple. S w if t  

was aw are  t h a t  th e  p u b l i c  n a tu r e  o f  th e  c o n t ro v e r s y  i n  w hich  he was 

in v o lv e d  m eant t h a t  th e  r e s u l t  would be ju d g ed  by  populcur o p in io n ,  

w h ich , a s  th e " D e d ic a tio n '*  j u s t  d i s c u s s e d  show s. S w if t  h o ld s  i n  low  

e s te e m . I  w ould s u g g e s t  t h a t ,  i n  one o f  i t s  a s p e c t s ,  th e  T a le  i s  

p ro p a g a n d a  f o r  th e  A h c ie n ts ,  d i r e c t e d  a t  th o s e  who have o n ly  a  vague 

and s u p e r f i c i a l  n o t io n  o f  th e  a rg u m e n ts  on e i t h e r  s i d e .  W o tto n 's  

a t t a c k  on Temple was p a r t i c u l a r l y  h a rd  t o  r e p ly  t o  on a  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  

l e v e l  f o r  r e a s o n s  w hich  I  s h a l l  c l a r i f y  l a t e r ;  i t  was more e f f e c t i v e  

t o  go on th e  a t t a c k  and  t r y  and h o i s t  th e  M odem s w ith  t h e i r  own

^ E l i a s ,  S w if t  a t  Moor P a rk ( l 9 8 2 j , p . l 7 9 .
2

Tem ple, An E ssay  on A n c ie n t and M odem ju e a m in g .p .3 8 .
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p e t a r d .  W otton c r i t i c i z e d  Temple f o r  b a s in g  l a r g e  c la im s  on m ere t r a c e s  

o f  a n c i e n t  l e a r n i n g ;  S w if t  shows t h a t  n o t  ev en  t r a c e s  o f  M odem 

l e a r n i n g  w i l l  s u r v iv e .  The a d v a n ta g e  o f  t h i s  s t r a te g e m  i s  n o t  o n ly  

t h a t  i t  ' a l l u r e s '  r e a d e r s  by  i t s  w i t ,  b u t  a l s o  t h a t  i t  i s  p u r e ly  

d e s t r u c t i v e ;  S w if t  s a c r i f i c e s  c l a r i t y  r e g a rd in g  h i s  own p o s i t i v e  v a lu e s  

f o r  p e r s u a s iv e  f o r c e ,  an d  h en ce  i s  n o t  v u ln e r a b le  i n  th e  way Temple 

w as.

A t th e  s t a r t  o f  th e  id re face  , S w if t  d e s c r i b e s  a  m e e tin g  o f  th e  

"G ran d ees o f  C hurch  and  S t a t e " ,  i n  w hich  th e  way t o  p r e v e n t  th e  

"Num erous and  p e n e t r a t i n g "  f r e e - t h i n k i n g  w i t s  from  p ic k in g  " . . . h o l e s  in  

t h e  weak s i d e s  o f  R e l ig io n  and  G ovem m ent" i s  u r g e n t ly  d e b a te d .  They 

d e c id e  t h a t  th e y  need  some " p r e s e n t  E x p e d ie n t"  t o  d eco y  th e s e  w i t s  

away from  th e  more im p o r ta n t  t a r g e t s  u n t i l  th e " m a in  D e sig n "  o f  s e t t i n g  

up an  academ y t o  em ploy them  i n  v a r io u s  t r i v i a l  s t u d i e s  ca n  be 

c o m p le te d ; "a  C u rio u s  and R e fin ed  O b se rv e r"  o f  th e  m e e tin g  p o i n t s  o u t 

" . . . t h a t  Sea-m en have a  custom  when th e y  m eet a  W hale, t o  f l i n g  him  

o u t  a n  em pty T ub, by way o f  Amusement, t o  d i v e r t  him  from  la y in g  

v i o l e n t  Hands upon th e  S h ip ."  The "G ran d ees"  a l l e g o r i z e  t h i s  p a r a b le  : 

"The Whale was in te n d e d  t o  be H o b 's  L e v ia th a n  , w hich  t o s s e s  and  p la y s  

w ith  a l l  o th e r  Schemes o f  R e l ig io n  and  G ovem m ent, w h e re o f  a  g r e a t  many 

a r e  h o llo w , d r y ,  and  em pty , and n o is y ,  and  wooden , and  g iv e n  t o  

R o ta t io n . "  The s h ip  becom es th e  com m onwealth, a n d , " a f t e r  lo n g  E n q u iry  

and D e b a te ,"  th e  t u b 's  " l i t e r a l  m eaning was p r e s e r v e d ."  The t a s k  o f  

d i v e r s i o n  w i l l  be p e rfo rm ed  by A T a le  o f  a  Tub i t s e l f ( T a le . p p . 39-4-2 ) .

The f r i v o l o u s  to n e  o f  t h i s  p a s s a g e  and  i t s  p o s i t i o n  a m id s t  a  m ass 

o f  p r e f a t o r y  m a te r i a l  a r e  c a lc u l a t e d  t o  m is le a d  r e a d e r s  a s  t o  i t s  

s e r io u s n e s s .  As we have seen , i n  h i s  re v ie w  o f  th e  F ren c h  t r a n s l a t i o n  

o f  th e  T a le  ( l ? 2 l ) ,  J e a n  Le C le rc  a d v o c a te s  ex trem e  c a u t io n  i n  r e a d in g  

th e  w ork on th e  g ro u n d s  t h a t  t h i s  p a r a b le  seem s t o  in fo rm  th e  r e a d e r  

t h a t  S w if t  i s  o u t t o  d e c e iv e  him ( S w if t .  The C r i t i c a l  H e r i ta g e , e d .
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w i l l i a m s ,p .5 9 ) •  I f  we ta k e  th e  A pology and  t h i s  p a s s a g e  t o g e t h e r  we 

can  d ed u ce  t h a t  th e  f r e e - t h i n k e r s  w i l l  be 'a l l u r e d '  by th e  seem ing  

i r r é l i g i o n  o f  th e  p ie c e ,  w hich w i l l  o n ly  l a t e r  t u r n  o u t to ,-b e  a  

f a ç a d e ,  and  th e n  p e rh a p s  o n ly  f o r  th e  more a l e r t  am ongst th e  w i t s .

H owever, th e  tu b  i s  a l s o  an  a p t  sym bol f o r  th e  c a p a c i ty  o f  th e  T a le  

t o  s t im u la t e  'c u r i o u s '  r e a d e r s  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  d ee p  m ean ing , a  s e a rc h  

w hich  i s  f r u s t r a t e d  tim e  and tim e  a g a in .  I t  i s  above  a l l  c u r i o s i t y ,

"T h a t S p u r in  th e  s i d e ,  t h a t  b r i d l e  i n  th e  n o u th ,  t h a t  R ing in  th e  N ose, 

o f  a  l a z y ,  an  im p a t ie n t  and a  g r u n t in g  r e a d e r w h i c h  w i l l  h o ld  th e  

a t t e n t i o n  o f  th e  r e a d e r  ( s e e p .3 ^  A j u s t  a s ,  we can  c o n j e c t u r e ,  th e  

w hale w ish e s  t o  s e e  i n s i d e  th e  tu b ;  and j u s t  a s  th e  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  

a l l e g o r i c a l  tu b  i s  a  m a t te r  o f  ' d i f f i c u l t y '  t o  th e  G ra n d e e s , o v e r  

w hich  t h e r e  i s  " lo n g  e n q u iry  and o e b a t e " .

T h is  d e b a te  i s  i n  th e  end f r u i t l e s s ,  f o r  we a r e  g iv e n  no i n d i c a t i o n  

t h a t  th e  " c u r io u s  and r e f i n e d  o b s e rv e r"  in te n d e d  h i s  tu b  t o  be  ta k e n  

" l i t e r a l l y " . We may su rm ise  t h a t  th e  O b s e rv e r  i s  p la y in g  w ith  th e  

G ra n d e e s , r a t h e r  a s  th e  G ra n aee s  p la y  w ith  th e  H o b b esian  w i t s .  The 

O b se rv e r  s e e s  th e  "weak s i d e s  o f  n e l ig io n  and  G overnm ent" a s  w e ll  a s  

th e  G ra n d e e s , we may assu m e, b u t  d i f f e r s  from  them  by v i r t u e  o f  h i s  

d e ta c h m e n t. U n lik e  th e  G ra n d e e s , he d o e s  n o t  hav e  a  v e s te d  i n t e r e s t  

i n  p r e s e r v in g  th e  s t a t u s  qu o , b u t  i s  " c u r io u s " .  In  t h i s  c o n te x t ,

S w i f t 's  ag re e m e n t w ith  Hobbes i n  many o f  h i s  c r i t i c i s m s  o f  "Schem es o f  

R e l ig io n  and G overnm ent" i s  s i g n i f i c a n t .  As a p p e a r s  from  th e  above 

q u o t a t i o n ,  th e  G ran d ees  u n w i t t in g ly  r e v e a l  th e  a p tn e s s  o f  th e  co m p ariso n  

o f  many o f  t h e s e  schem es to  d r y ,  h o llo w  tu b s  even  a s  th e y  s e a r c h  

u n a v a i l i n g ly  f o r  th e  c o r r e c t  a l l e g o r i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  In  a  s e n se  

S w if t  i s  c l o s e r  t o  th e  H o b b is t w i ts  th a n  th e  G ra n d e e s , f o r  th e  

O b se rv e r  a g r e e s  w ith  Hobbes t h a t  i d e a l l y  i t  would be b e t t e r  t o  d i s c a r d  

th e  v e ry  schem es w hich th e  G ran d ees  a r e  c o n c e rn e d  t o  d e f e n d .  I f  s o , 

th e  tu b  w ould be a  s u i t a b l e  m etap h o r f o r  a  reg im e  w hich  i s  m a in ta in e d  

b e c a u s e  i t  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  r a t h e r  th a n  b e c a u se  i t  i s  th e  b e s t .  The



G ran d ees  w ould be s u p p o r te d  o n ly  t o  th e  e x t e n t  t h a t  S w if t  s u p p o r t s  th e  

n o m in a l r e l i g i o n  o f  th e  p e rs o n a  o f  th e  A rgum ent. The O b se rv e r  can  be 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from  th e  H o b b is t w i ts  n o t  b e c a u se  he t h i n k s  l e s s  f r e e l y  

b u t  b e c a u s e  he s p e a k s  l e s s  f r e e l y ,  a s  i s  r e v e a le d  by th e  m y s te r io u s  

c h a r a c t e r  o f  h i s  p a r a b l e ,  w hich c o n c e a ls  from  th e  G ran d ees  i t s  t e a c h in g  

c o n c e rn in g  th e  h o llo w n e s s  o f  t h e i r  re g im e . W hile th e  G ran d ees  w ish  

o n ly  t o  c o n c e a l  th e  h o llo w  c e n t r e  o f  t h e i r  re g im e , and  th e  H o b b is t  w i ts  

w ish  o n ly  t o  r e v e a l  i t ,  th e  o b s e r v e r 's  p a r a b le  te a c h e s  a s  w e ll  a s  

c o n c e a ls  th e  m e r i t s  o f  v a r io u s  re g im e s .  The tu b  w hich th e  G ra n d ees  

s e e  a s  p r o t e c t i n g  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  i n  f a c t  r e v e a l s  i t s  h o llo w n e s s ,  

b u t  o n ly  t o  th e  ’c u r io u s ' r e a d e r ,  whose e n q u i r i e s  le a d  him  beyond i t s  

o u t e r  s u r f a c e .

S w i f t 's  p a r a b le  im p lie s  t h a t  th e  T a le  p r e s e n t s  d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c t s  

t o  th o s e  who d e fe n d  and  th o s e  who c r i t i c i z e  th e  c u r r e n t  re g im e .

W ithou t d i s t u r b i n g  th e  'c r e d u l i t y '  o f  th e  fo rm e r , i t  a c t u a l l y  

s t i m u l a t e s  th e  'c u r i o s i t y '  o f  th e  l a t t e r .  The p a s sa g e  i t s e l f  

i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  s t r a t e g y ,  s in c e  b o th  th o s e  who sk im  th ro u g h  t h i s  

p a s s a g e  n o t in g  o n ly  th e  hum our, an d  th o s e  who i d e n t i f y  th e  U b se rv e r  

w ith  th e  G ra n d e e s , n o t in g  o n ly  th e  a t te m p t  t o  b a n t e r  th e  f r e e - t h i n k e r s ,  

a r e  e x c lu d e d  from  S w i f t 's  m ean in g .

Amongst t h e  mors t r i v i a l  p a s s a g e s  w hich c o n c lu d e  th e  P re f a c e  and  

d i v e r t  a t t e n t i o n  from  i t s  s e r io u s n e s s ,  t h e  p e r s o n a  d e c l a r e s  t o  th o s e  

who w ould " . . .d e s c e n d  to  th e  v e ry  b o tto m  o f  a l l  th e  su b lim e  th ro u g h o u t  

t h i s  T r e a t i s e . . . " ,  t h a t  th e y  m ust g a in  a  " th o ro w  C om prehension" o f  th e  

a u t h o r ' s  th o u g h ts  by p la c in g  th e m s e lv e s  i n  " . . . t h e  C irc u m s ta n c e s  and 

P o s tu r e s  o f  L i f e ,  t h a t  th e  W r ite r  was i n . . . " ,  w hich m e a n s ,in  t h i s  c a s e ,  

s t a r v i n g  i n  a  g a r r e t  ( 'T a le , p . 4 4 ; .  r i i l t o n  V o ig t h a s  a rg u e d  t h a t  th e  

Hack i s  r a r e l y  s im p ly  wrong b u t  s h o u ld  be s e e n  a s  a  l e n s ,  w hich 

d i s t o r t s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  and can  t h e r e f o r e  b e  c o r r e c te d  c o n s i s t e n t l y . ^

1 S w if t  and  th e  T w e n tie th  C e n tu ry 11964 j , p .5 8 .
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The p e r s o n a 's  r e d u c t iv e  m a te r ia l i s m  can  be d eco d ed  to  r e v e a l  s e r io u s  

and e le v a te d  th em es , w hich means t h a t  th e  r e a d e r  m ust a lw a y s  be a l e r t  

t o  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  th e  see m in g ly  r i d i c u l o u s  o f f e r s  d e b a se d  

p a r a l l e l s  t o  S w i f t 's  r e a l  v a lu e s .^  I  would a rg u e  t h a t  o n ly  th o s e  who 

a r e  th e m s e lv e s  " c u r io u s  and r e f in e d  o b s e r v e r s "  w i l l  u n d e r s ta n d  S w i f t 's  

p a r a b l e s ,  and  t h a t  su ch  a  man i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  a s c e t i c .

The l a s t  p a r t  o f  th e  P re f a c e  i s  d e v o te d  t o  a  d i s c u s s io n  o f  th e  

r e l a t i v e  m e r i t s  o f  p a n e g y r ic  and s a t i r e ,  s a t i r e  i s  more p o p u la r  th a n  

p r a i s e  b e c a u se  th e  v i c e s  a r e  f a r  more i n t e r e s t i n g  and  num erous th a n  

th e  v i r t u e s  and  b e c a u se  p r a i s e  i s  " . . .b e s to w e d  o n ly  upon one o r  a  few 

P e rs o n s  a t  a  tim e  ( s o ;  i s  s u re  t o  r a i s e  s n v y . . . " ( T a l e . p . f l j .  S a t i r e ,  

on th e  o th e r  h an d , i s  r a r e l y  r e s e n t e d  b e c a u se  th e  blam e i s  a lw a y s  

s h i f t e d  by th e  r e a d e r :  " ' t i s  b u t  a  b a l l  b a n d ie d  t o  and  f r o ,  and  e v e ry

I'lan c a r r i e s  a  R ack e t a b o u t  Him t o  s t r i k e  i t  from  h im s e l f  among th e  r e s t  

o f  th e  Company" ( T a le , p . 5 2 ; .  The o n ly  tim e  when t h i s  i s  n o t  th e  c a s e  i s  

when s a t i r e  i s  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  i n d i v id u a l s ,  a s  i t  was i n  th e  a n c ie n t  

w o r ld . The p e r s o n a ,  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  p r a i s e  i s  u n p le a s in g  t o  r e a d e r s  

o n ly  b e c a u se  o f  i t s  p a r t i c u l a r i t y  (a p o in t  w hich  s u p p o r ts  my 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  b o o k s e l l e r ' s  " d e d ic a t io n " ) ,  and  f i n d in g  h im s e l f  

in c a p a b le  o f  s a t i r e ,  d e c id e s  t o  w r i te  "A m odest D efen ce  o f  th e  

P ro c e e d in g s  o f  th e  R abble i n  a l l  A ges" ( T a l e , p ,5 4 ) .  I f  we c o r r e c t  h i s

1 F o r th e  T ory  s a t i r i s t s '  sh a p in g  o f  e v i l  i n t o  a  p r e c i s e  i n v e r s io n  o r  
p a ro d y  o f  good se e  r a u ls o n .  The F i c t i o n s  o f  S a t i r e . p p .1 2 5 -7 ;
W ill ia m s , P o p e ' s  D u n c ia a , p p ,4 b - 9 ,1 ^ 2 -5 8 ; f o r  a  R e n a is sa n c e  a n a lo g u e  
se e  P a n u rg e 's  p r a i s e  o f  d e b t ,  w hich p a r a l l e l s  P l a t o 's  p r a i s e  o f  lo v e  
i n  th e  Symposium a s  w e ll  a s  r e v e a l in g  P a n u r g e 's  w o r ld l in e s s  — 
G a rg a n tu a  and  P a n ta g r u e l , Book 1 1 1 (1 5 4 6 ; ,p p .2 9 5 -3 0 1 ; s e e  a l s o  S c re e c h , 
R a b e la i s C1 9 7 9 ;»PP«2 2 0 -3 0 ; i 'i a s te r s .  R a b e la is i a n  D i a l e c t i c , p . 2 5 . In  
P l a t o ' s  Symposium i t s e l f ,  th e  h ig h e s t  s u b l im a t io n  o f  e r o s  i s  f o r e 
shadow ed i n  i t s  lo w e s t  m a n i f e s ta t io n s ,  s in c e  even  P h aed ru s  r e c o g n iz e s  
t h a t  th e  s e l f i s h n e s s  o f  th e  l o v e r  m ust be tra n s fo rm e d  i n t o  s e l f l e s s 
n e s s  i n  o r d e r  t o  be s a t i s f i e d  -  Symposium, 1 7 8 .e ; s e e  a l s o  R osen , 
P l a t o ' s  Symposium , p p .3 5 - 6 .  "The A r is to p h a n e a n  comedy i s  o n ly  a  
p a r t i a l  m i r r o r  o f  l i f e .  T h e re fo re  i t  p o i n t s  t o  w hat e s c a p e s  i t  o r  
t r a u s c e n d s  i t  " — S t r a u s s ,  S o c r a te s  and A r i s to p h a n e s . p . 312 .
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d i s t o r t i n g  l e n s ,  we d i s c o v e r  he i s  d i s c u s s i n g  a  g e n u in e  r h e t o r i c a l  

p ro b lem  f o r  th o s e  who w ish  t o  i n s t r u c t  r e a d e r s ,  even  th o u g h  he h im s e l f  

w ish e s  o n ly  t o  e n t e r t a i n ,  n am ely , t h a t  r e a l  m o ra l i n s t r u c t i o n  w i l l  

i n e v i t a b l y  be u n p le a s in g  s in c e  i t  n e c e s s a r i l y  in v o lv e s  th e  r e a d e r  

h a v in g  t o  a d m it t h a t  he n e e d s  i t .

We have a l r e a d y  se e n  how t h i s  m ig h t be a p p l i e d  t o  th e  T a l e . In  '•

th e  p e r s o n a 's  " D e d ic a t io n " ,  a s  th ro u g h o u t  th e  T a l e , t h e r e  i s  a  l i g h t  

and e n t e r t a i n i n g  s a t i r e  a t  th e  ex p en se  o f  th e  m o d em s. T hese p a ra g ra p h s  

s u p p o r t  my v iew  t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  b e c a u se  b w if t  to o k  o n ly  a  s u p e r f i c i a l  

i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  b u t  i s  r a t h e r  a  d e l i b e r a t e  s t r a t e g y  aim ed 

a t  i n f lu e n c in g  p o p u la r  o p in io n ,  ad o p te d  b e c a u se  d i r e c t  and s e r io u s  

p r a i s e  " i s  s u re  t o  r a i s e  e n v y " , we can  d ed u ce  two f u r t h e r  p o i n t s  from  

t h i s  p a s s a g e  i f  we assum e t h a t  S w if t  w ish es  t o  i n s t r u c t  h i s  r e a d e r s  i n  

a  t r u e  s e n s e  d e s p i t e  a l l  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  much o f  th e  t e x t  w i l l  c a t e r  

f o r  r e a d e r s  who a r e  in c a p a b le  o f  s e l f - c o n d e m n a t io n ,  b u t  t h e r e  w i l l  a l s o  

be an  e f f o r t  t o  b r in g  th e  s a t i r e  home to  th o s e  who a r e  c a p a b le  o f  i t .  

A cco rd in g  t o  Sams t h i s  i s  th e  p u rp o se  o f  th e  ^ u p t  s e l f - c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  

in  S w i f t 's  work (sae p . 21 ) .  C e r ta in  r e a d e r s  a r e  e x p e c te d  t o  e x p e r ie n c e  

"w o n d e rfu l R e v o lu tio n ^  a t  th e s e  m om ents(see p .3 6 ) .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  s in c e  

th e  T a le  a d d r e s s e s  i t s e l f  e s p e c i a l l y  to  th e  f r e e - t h i n k e r s ,  a s  we have 

s e e n .  S w if t  h o p es  t o  c a u se  some o f  th e s e  t o  r e t h i n k  t h e i r  H o b b is t

a s s u m p tio n s .  I  hope to  show how S w if t  b o th  " a l l u r e s "  and  u n s e t t l e s  h i s

f r e e - t h i n k i n g  r e a d e r s  th ro u g h o u t th e  T a l e .

Beyond t h i s  p u re ly  d e s t r u c t i v e  l e v e l  I  w i l l  show t h a t  S w i f t 's  

p o s i t i v e  i n s t r u c t i o n  em erg es , b u t  1 w i l l  a rg u e  t h a t  i t  i s  in te n d e d  t o  

be h id d e n  from  a l l  b u t  th o s e  who have a l r e a d y  shown th e m s e lv e s  w i l l i n g  

to  ta k e  S w i f t 's  s a t i r e  t o  h e a r t ,  s in c e  i n  th e s e  a lo n e  i t  w i l l  n o t  

" r a i s e  E n v y " . To re c o g n iz e  o n e 's  f o l l y  i s  th e  f i r s t  s ta g e  o f  S w i f t 's  

i n i t i a t i o n , a s  i t  i s  E ra sm u s ' ( s e e  p . 1 0  j .

S w if t  c o n c lu d e s  th e  P r e f a c e  w ith  th e  fo l lo w in g  w ords; " . . . y e t  I
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s h a l l  now d is m is s  o u r  im p a t ie n t  r e a d e r  from  any  f a r t h e r  A tte n d a n c e  a t  

th e  P o rc h ; and  h a v in g  d u ly  p re p a re d  h i s  mind by a  p r e l im in a r y  d i s c o u r s e ,  

s h a l l  g l a d ly  in t r o d u c e  him  to  th e  su b lim e  m y s te r ie s  t h a t  b h s u e " ( T a l e , 

p . 5 4 ) .  T h is  i s  th e  f i r s t  o f  many r e f e r e n c e s  t o  " m y s te r ie s "  i n  th e  T a le , 

and one d o e s  n o t  have t o  be  an  o c c u l t i s t  o r  a  H e r m e t ic i s t  l i k e  th e  

p e r s o n a  t o  a c c e p t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  in d e e d  c o n c e a le d  m ean ings i n  th e  T a l e , 

a l th o u g h  t o  c a l l  them  " su b lim e "  i s  h ig h ly  m is le a d in g .

I  have c i t e d  s e l l i n g ' s  v iew  t h a t  th e  I n t r o d u c t io n  r e v e a l s  th e  

s u b j e c t  o f  th e  T a le  t o  be r h e t o r i c  ( s e e  p .H f  ; .  We can  now add  t h a t  

S w if t  d e a l s  p r i n c i p a l l y  w ith  th e  more s p e c i f i c  p ro b lem  o f  r h e t o r i c a l  

a u t h o r i t y ;  how to  make an  a u d ie n c e  a t t e n d  t o  o n e 's  w o rd s . As a lw a y s , 

th e  r e a d e r  m ust d eco d e  th e  p e r s o n a 's  r e i f i e d  v iew ;

Whoever h a th  an  A m b itio n  to  be h e a rd  i n  a  Crowd, m ust 
p r e s s ,  and  sq u e e z e , and  t h r u s t ,  and  c lim b  w ith  
i n d e f a t i g a b le  P a in s ,  t i l l  he h a s  e x a l t e d  h im s e l f  t o  a  
c e r t a i n  D egree  o f  A l t i tu d e  above th em . Now, i n  a l l  
A sse m b lie s , t h o ' you  wedge them  e v e r  so  c l o s e ,  we may 
o b se rv e  t h i s  p e c u l i a r  p r o p e r ty ;  t h a t ,  o v e r  t h e i r  Heads 
th e r e  i s  Room enough; b u t  how t o  r e a c h  i t ,  i s  th e  
d i f f i c u l t  p o i n t ;  i t  b e in g  a s  h a rd  t o  g e t  q u i t  o f  Number 
a s  o f  H e l l . . . ( T a l e , p . 5 5 )

To s u p p o r t  h i s  p o i n t ,  th e  p e rs o n a  q u o te s  from  th e  A eneid  th e  S i b y l 's  

c a u t io u s  r e p ly  t o  A e n eas ' r e q u e s t  t o  be g u id e d  down i n t o  th e  u n d e rw o rld , 

i n  w hich sh e  p o i n t s  o u t t h a t  th e  d e s c e n t  i s  e a s y  b u t  " . . . E v ad e re  ad 

a u r a s , /  Hoc o p u s , h ie  l a b o r  e s t " ( b u t  th e  d i f f i c u l t y  come© when you w ant 

^  t o  r e t u r n  from  th e  l ig h t* ) .  The p h i lo s o p h e r s ,  th e  p e r s o n a  c o n t in u e s ,

have s o u g h t t o  a c h ie v e  t h i s  " a l t i t u d e "  by " e r e c t in g  c e r t a i n  E d i f i c e s  i n  

th e  A ir"  —  and he m e n tio n s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  th e  su sp en d ed  b a s k e t  o f  

S o c r a te s  i n  A r is to p h a n e s ' C louds —  b u t  t h e s e  hav e  two d is a d v a n ta g e s :  

" F i r s t , t h a t  th e  F o u n d a tio n s  b e in g  l a i d  to o  h ig h ,  th e y  have  b een  

o f t e n  o u t  o f  S i g h t , and e v e r  o u t  o f  H e a r in g . S e c o n d ly , t h a t  th e  

M a te r i a l s ,  b e in g  v e ry  t r a n s i t o r y ,  have s u f f e r 'd  much from  th e  

In c le m e n c ie s  o f  A i r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e s e  N o rth -W est R eg io n s"  ( T a l e , p . 5 6 ) .
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Un a  c a s u a l  r e a d in g  o f  t h i s  p a s s a g e ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  S w if t  

e n v is a g e s  a  s o r t  o f  H obbesian  s t a t e  o f  n a t u r e ,  i n  w hich th e  s t r o n g e s t  

g a in  a  h e a r in g  and in f lu e n c e  th e  crow d . The p e r s o n a 's  m e c h a n is t ic  

v o c a b u la ry  e n c o u ra g e s  t h i s  r e a d in g .  We a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  w onder, why 

S w if t  c h o o se s  p r e c i s e l y  th e s e  l i n e s  from  th e  A e n e id , th e  c o n te x t  o f  

w hich  would s u g g e s t  t h a t  th e  r h e t o r i c i a n s  S w if t  i s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  m ust 

have d e sc e n d e d  in  some s e n s e  b e f o re  th e y  c l im b . A e n e a s ' d e s c e n t  t o  th e  

u n d e rw o rld  was o f te n  th o u g h t  o f  a s  an  a l l e g o r i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  an  

i n i t i a t i o n  i n t o  a  m y s te ry  c u l t  (w a ro u rto n : i v in e  b e g a t i o n , ± . I d 2 - y j / .

S o c ra x .e s ’ baswex nas, v e i j  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  s in c e

A r i s to p h a n e s ' C louds t a x e s  a s  i t s  s u b j e c t  S o c r a te s ' i n i t i a t i o n  

p r o c e d u re .  The p e r s o n a 's  H o b b is t a s s u m p tio n s ,  w hich a r e  e v id e n t  in  

h i s  r e i f i e d  v o c a b u la ry  an a  h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  s e e  beyond th e  l i t e r a l  

l e v e l  o f  h i s  own m e ta p h o rs , le a d  him to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r s ' 

e d i f i c e s  a r e  s im p ly  a n o th e r  way t o  g a in  pow er o v e r  th e  crow d, b u t  a s  he 

h im s e l f  a d m i t s ," th e y  a r e  o f te n  o u t o f  S i g h t , and e v e r  o u t o f  H e a r in g . "

S w if t  im p l ie s  by t h i s  t h a t  p h i lo s o p h e r s  a lw a y s  d i s c o u r s e  i n  p r i v a t e ,  

and re p ro d u c e  t h i s  s e c re c y  when th e y  w r i t e .  H e ig h t above th e  crowd h as  

a  d i f f e r e n t  m eaning f o r  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r s  an a  th e  p e r s o n a 's  r h e t o r i c i a n s .

The p e r s o n a  p r a i s e s  w hat i s  b lam ew orthy  — i . e .  e n t h u s i a s t i c  p r e a c h e r s  

and Grub S t r e e t  h a c k s .  He p r a i s e s  th e s e  men f o r  t h e i r  s u c c e s s  in  

g a in in g  pow er —  i . e .  by t h e i r  own s t a n d a r d s .  I f  we a t t e n d  t o  th e  g a p s  

in  th e  p e r s o n a 's  u n iv o c a l  d i s c o u r s e ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  S w if t  i s  p r a i s i n g  

th e  p h i lo s o p h e r s  f o r  t h e i r  wisdom and t h a t  th e  p e r s o n a  c a n n o t u n d e r 

s ta n d  t h e i r  wisdom p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u se  he i s  one o f  th e  crowd from  w hich 

wisdom n e c e s s a r i l y  rem oves i t s e l f .  B u t th e  p e r s o n a 's  in c o m p re h e n s io n  

r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  g e n u in e  p ro b lem  f o r  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r s ,  s in c e  

know ledge c a n n o t  be  p u t  t o  good u se  w ith o u t  pow er o v e r  th e  crow d, and 

s i n c e ,  a s  th e  q u o ta t i o n  from  th e  A eneid  h i n t s ,  g a in in g  t h i s  know ledge 

i s  l e s s  d i f f i c u l t  th a n  g a in in g  th e  s k i l l  n eeded  t o  a d a p t  i t  t o  th e
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m e n ta l i ty  o f  th e  common man, so  t h a t  i t  can  he o f  s e r v ic e  t o  h im . The 

p e r s o n a 's  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  th e  ways o f  g a in in g  pow er open t o  th e  

r h e t o r i c i a n  i s  o n ly  p a r t i a l l y  m is le a d in g ,  n o r  i s  h i s  c r i t i c i s m  o f  th e  

p u re  p h i lo s o p h e r  t o t a l l y  m isg u id e d , t r u e  t o  h i s  f u n c t io n  a s  a  " d i s t o r t 

in g  g l a s s " .  The r e a d e r  sh o u ld  rem a in  open-m inded  enough t o  a p p r e c i a t e  

th e  p e r s o n a 's  i n s i g h t s  a s  w e ll  a s  h i s  l i m i t a t i o n s .

To t u r n  f o r  a  moment t o  th e  p o s s ib le  e f f e c t s  o f  b w i f t 's  own 

p ru d e n c e  o f  u t t e r a n c e ;  one can  im ag in e  a  s u p e r f i c i a l  r e a d e r  who, 

e n t i r e l y  u n t ro u b le d  by th e s e  q u e s t io n s ,  would a t t e n d  o n ly  t o  th e  p la y  

o f  w i t ,  and  a 'c u r i o u s  r e a d e r  who w i l l  no d o u b t be d e l i g h t e d  by th e  

s a t i r e s  on G rub S t r e e t  and 'e n th u s ia s m ' b u t  w i l l  a l s o  have an  

u n c o m fo r ta b le  f e e l i n g  t h a t  he i s  b e in g  b a n te r e d .  The p a ro d y  o f  

m e c h a n is t ic  p h i lo s o p h ie s  h e re  i s  a  se c o n d a ry  l a y e r  o f  s a t i r e ,  a s  i t  

w e re , w hich ru n s  th ro u g h o u t th e  T a l e , r o r  th o s e  p e rp le x e d  r e a d e r s  who 

a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  l e a r n ,  a  d ia lo g u e  i s  s e t  up betw een  th e  p e r s o n a 's  

a rg u m e n t and  i t s  i r o n i c  i n v e r s io n ,  n e i t h e r  o f  w hich  can  be a c c e p te d  

u n r e s e r v e d ly .  The p ro b lem s c e n t r e  on th e  p e r s o n a 's  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  

H obbes' axiom  t h a t  i t  i s  " . . . a  g e n e r a l l  i n c l i n a t i o n  o f  a l l  aiankind  ( t o  

have ; a  p e r p e t u a l l  and r e s t l e s s e  d e s i r e  o f  lo w e r  a f t e r  pow er, t h a t  

c e a s e th  o n e ly  i n  D e a t h b w i f t  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  t e n s io n  

b e tw een  t h i s  and  a n o th e r  H o bbesian  d o c t r i n e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  "D e s i r e  t o  

know why, and  how ( c a l l e d ;  CUrI uHITY; su ch  a s  i s  i n  no l i v i n g  c r e a t u r e  

b u t  man; so  t h a t  man i s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d ,  n o t  o n e ly  by h i s  R eason ; b u t  

a l s o  by t h i s  s i n g u l a r  l a s s i o n  from  o th e r  A n im a ls ; i n  whom th e  a p p e t i t e  

o f  fo o d ,  and  o t h e r  p l e a s u r e s  o f  b e n se , by  p ra ed o m in an ce , ta k e  away th e  

c a r e  o f  know ing c a u s e s ;  w hich i s  a  L u s t  o f  th e  m ind , t h a t  by  a  

p e r s e v e ra n c e  o f  d e l i g h t  i n  th e  c o n t i n u a i t  and  i n d e f a t i g a b l e  g e n e r a t io n

H obbes, L e v ia th a n  ( l 6 5 l ; , p . l 6 l .



o f  kno w led g e , e x c e e d e th  th e  s h o r t  vehem ence o f  an y  c a m a l l  P l e a s u r e . "

T h is  " l u s t  o f  th e  m ind" h a s  n o th in g  t o  do  w ith  th e  d e s i r e  f o r  pow er,

so  i t  c a n n o t  be im p o r ta n t  i n  H obbes' own schem e, un th e  o th e r  h an d .

S w if t  seem s t o  be f a r  from  d e n y in g  t h a t  th e  d e s i r e  f o r  pow er can  in

g e n e r a l  e x p la in  human b e h a v io u r .  T here  i s  a  s i m i l a r  a m b ig u ity  i n  h i s
2

t r e a tm e n t  o f  Hobbism th ro u g h o u t th e  T a le .

S w i f t 's  aim  i s  t o  c o n fu se  th e  r e a d e r ,  av en  i f  t h e r e  i s  a  h id d e n  

key  t o  th e  p e r s o n a  w hich  c o u ld  be c l e a r l y  s t a t e d ,  i t  would be unw ise 

t o  le a v e  o u t o f  an  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  T a le  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  s e a r c h in g  f o r  i t ,  

w hich  o n ly  th e  m ost d o g m a tic  r e a a e r  c o u ld  b y - p a s s .  I f  th e  r e a d e r  

d e c id e s  t h a t  th e  T a le  i s  e n t i r e l y  co n c e rn e d  w ith  p o w e rfu l o r a to r y ;  

d e c id e s ,  i n  o th e r  w o rd s, t h a t  th e  p e rs o n a  e r r s  o n ly  i n  t a k in g  l i t e r a l l y  

m e ta p h o rs  w hich p e r f e c t l y  d e s c r ib e  S w i f t 's  th em e, th e n  he w i l l  n o t  go 

beyond th e  l i m i t s  o f  th e  p e r s o n a 's  w orld  t o  c o n s id e r  th e  im p l i c a t io n s  

o f  h i s  c o n f l a t i o n  o f  th e  r h e t o r i c i a n s '  " a l t i t u d e " ,  w hich b r in g s  

a u t h o r i t y ,a n d  th e  p h ilo s o p h e rs ' " a l t i t u d e " ,  i n  w hich  g a in in g  a u t h o r i t y  

i s  n o t  even  th e  a im  (an d  w h ich . S w if t  im p l ie s ,  c o u ld  be a s  w e ll  

d e s c r ib e d  a s  a  d e s c e n t  i n t o  c o n c e a le d ,  h e l l i s h  d e p t h s ) .  A n o th e r  r e a d e r  

m igh t d e c id e  t h a t  e v e ry th in g  th e  p e r s o n a  s a y s  m ust be in v e r te d :,  and 

t h a t  t h e r e f o r e  h i s  r e j e c t i o n  o f  p h ilo s o p h y  means t h a t  p h i lo s o p h y  i s  th e  

c e n t r a l  them e o f  th e  T a l e , su ch  a  r e a d e r  would h av e  t o  a rg u e  e i t h e r  

t h a t  S w if t  d id  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  an  u n b r id g e a b le  g u l f  b e tw een  

th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  and  th e  'crowd', o r  t h a t  he c o n s id e r e d  t h i s  g u l f
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1 I b i d , p . 1 2 4 . F o r t h i s  t e n s io n  i n  H obbes' th o u g h t  see  S t r a u s s ,  What 
i s  p o l i t i c a l  P h ilo s o p h y ( 1 9 5 9 ;>PP»2 7 1 -9 6 ; d ro p s e y , "Hobbes and  th e  
T r a n s i t i o n  t o  m o d e rn ity "  i n  p o l i t i c a l  P h ilo s o p h y  and  th e  I s s u e s  o f  
P o l i t i c s .

Some c r i t i c s  a rg u e  t h a t  S w i f t 's  o u t lo o k  was b a s i c a l l y  H o b b is t ;  s ee  
Ung, " S w if t  on th e  m ind" (1 9 5 4 ; ;  D onoghue, S w i f t .  A C r i t i c a l  
I n t r o d u c t i o n , p p .4 5 ,9 5  p a ss im ; f r e n c h , " S w i f t ,  Temple and a  
'D ig r e s s io n  on i'-iadness'"  — o t h e r s ,  t h a t  th e  a t t a c k  on Hobbism i s  
c e n t r a l  t o  th e  T a le  — H o p k in s , "The P e r s o n a t io n  o f  Hobbism in  
S w i f t 's  A T a le  o f  a  T u b " ( l9 6 6 ) .
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unim portant. At l e a s t  on th e  su r fa ce , S w ift does seem to  c r i t i c i z e  

mere " E d ifice s  in  the A ir", nor must one ignore the fa c t  th a t the  

th ree  machines rep resen t genuine ways o f  communicating wit& the crowd. 

Rather than adopting e ith e r  o f  th ese  extreme in te r p r e ta t io n s , i t  i s  

humbler to  b e l ie v e  th a t a problem i s  being s ta te d  in  th e se  f i r s t  two 

paragraphs, a problem to  which the reader w i l l  not address h im se lf  i f

he tak es the p erso n 's  words e ith e r  purely i r o n ic a l ly  or • purely

l i t e r a l l y .  The persona can understand th a t pow erful r h e to r ic  a lone  

can in flu e n c e  the inasses, because he i s  one o f  the m asses. The 

a t te n t iv e  reader w i l l  understand, th a t o w ift  co n sid ers  philosophy a 

t r u ly  noble a c t i v i t y  which i s  in e v ita b ly  unpopular. I would argue 

tk at the Tale gu id es the reader toward a way o f  combining the  

exoaLlence o f  ph ilosophy w ith the power o f  r h e to r ic .

The p erson a 's  d is c u ss io n  o f  the th ree  machines which fo llo w s  i s  

fr e e  o f  what might now be termed ‘value judgem ents', which means th a t  

he i s  b linded  to  the fa c t  th a t h is  ' s c i e n t i f ic '  d is c u ss io n  o f  

r h e to r ic a l  power t r e a t s  e n t ir e ly  o f  in fe r io r  cou n terp arts to  the "men 

o f  Taste" and the A nglican c lerg y  — the hacks and the d is s e n t e r s ,  t̂ e

can only c r i t i c i z e  what he a ccep ts  as fa c t  i f  we go ou tsid e  the  

p erso n a 's  own terms and admit th a t unwise men may become pow erfu l.

Although the p erson a 's  su b je c t  i s  r h e to r ic , he i s  cu t o f f  from a

genuine understanding o f  the problem o f r h e to r ic a l  a u th o r ity  by h is  

m echan istic  vocabulary and r e lia n c e  on v is u a l  a n a lo g ie s . Walter ung 

i s  su r e ly  wrong to  see  Ew ift h im se lf  a s a product o f 'p r in t  cu lture'. Un

the con trary , the persona i s  used to  s a t i r iz e  the new dominance o f  the

eye over the ear (U ng,"Sw ift on the mind";. S w ift shows us th a t the  

new n e c e s s i ty  to  fin d  geom etric a n a lo g ie s  can lead  to  a clumsy l i t e r a l 

mindedness when d is c u ss in g  the s u b t le ty  and power o f  human speech , 

which i s  indeed incom prehensible to  th ose  who con sid er  the com paratively  

l i f e l e s s  p rin ted  word a model fo r  a l l  human communication, much o f  the
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hum our o f  t h e  T a le  l i e s  i n  th e  p e r s o n a 's  a t t e m p ts  t o  d e s c r ib e  o ld  

t h in g s  i n  th e  new way. The seco n d  q u o ta t i o n  from  L u c r e t iu s  o c c u rs  a s  

th e  p e r s o n a  s t r u g g l e s  t o  e x p la in  why w ords from  a  " s u p e r i o r ,P o s i t i o n  

o f  P la c e "  s h o u ld  make "deep  Im p re s s io n s "  on u s .  He a rg u e s  t h a t  i f ,  a s  

L u c r e t iu s  h a s  d e m o n s tra te d ,  so unds have a  c o r p o r e a l  n a t u r e ,  th e n  th e  

g r e a t e r  th e  h e ig h t  from  w hich th e y  f a i l . ,  th e  g r e a t e r  w i l l  be th e  f o r c e  

w ith  w hich th e y  s t r i k e  u s ( T a le ,p .6 0 y .  T h is  s u p p o r t s  my view  t h a t  i t  

was L u c r e t i u s '  r h e t o r i c a l  t a c t i c s  t h a t  i n t e r e s t e d  b w i f t ,  b in c e  

L u c r e t i u s '  aim  was a  g e n e r a l  e n l ig h te n m e n t ,  he c l e a r l y  d i a  n o t  b e l i e v e  

t h a t  th e  " r 'o u n u a tio n s "  o f  p h ilo s o p h y  a r e  " l a i d  to o  h ig h "  f o r  th e  crow d, 

a s  th e  p e r s o n a  p u ts  i t  ( T a l e ,p .5 o j • In  t h i s  seco n d  q u o ta t i o n ,  b w if t  

i d e n t i f i e s  th e  n u c r e t i a n  view  w ith  t h a t  o f  th e  p e r s o n a ,  who c o n c e iv e s  

o f  r h e t o r i c  a s  p a r t  o f  a  s t r u g g le  f o r  pow er, w hich  means t h a t  f o r  

b w i f t ,  L u c r e t i u s '  a im  was n o t  th e  com m unication  o f  w isdom . I t  sh o u ld  

be n o te d  t h a t  i n  th e  p a s sa g e  from  w hich th e  f i r s t  L u c r e t ia n  q u o ta t io n  

i s  t a k e n ,  th e  p o e t  e x p la in s  t h a t  h i s  m o tiv a t io n  f o r  t r e a t i n g  in  v e r s e  

f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e  th e s e  l o f t y  and o b scu re  t e a c h in g s  i s  h i s  d e s i r e  f o r  

im m o rta l fa m e .^

C le a r ly ,  th e  p e r s o n a 's  d i s c u s s io n  o f  th e  o r a t o r ' s  w ords i s  

a b s u r d ly  r e i f i e d ,  b u t  b w if t  makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  be any more p r e c i s e  

a b o u t  th e  n a tu r e  o f  h i s  c r i t i c i s m .  The p e rso n a  a g r e e s  w ith  th e  

L u c r e t i a n  b e l i e f  t h a t  w ords p h y s i c a l ly  s t r i k e  an  a u d ie n c e ,  and a rg u e s  

t h a t  t h i s  i s  f a c i l i t a t e d  by th e  way th e y  " . . . s t a n d  w ith  t h e i r  m ouths 

o p en , and  e r e c te d  p a r a l l e l  to  th e  H o riz o n , so  . z s  th e y  may be 

i n t e r s e c t e d  by a  p e r p e n d ic u la r  r i n e  from  th e  z e n i t h  t o  th e  C e n te r  o f  

th e  E a r th .  In  w hich P o s i t i o n ,  i f  th e  A ud ience  be  w e ll  co m p ac t, e v e ry

L U c re t iu s  was c i t e d  a s  an  a u t h o r i t y  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  b o th  A n c ie n t and 
M odem p o s i t i o n s - s e e  H a r r i s ,  A l l  C o herence Gone ( 1 9 6 6 ) , p . I 9 2  — 
b u t  i f  I  am r i g h t ,  b w if t  a t  l e a s t  saw him  a s  th e  f a t h e r  o f  th e  _ 
M o d em s.
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one c a r r i e s  home a  S h a re , and. l i t t l e  o r  n o th in g  i s  l o s t "  ( T a l e ,p p .6 0 - 1 ) .

As Smith and G uthkelch p o in t ou t, t h is  i s  one o f  the many tim es in  

the Tale when Browne's Vulgar Errors (an attem pt to  p op u lar ize  the New 

S c ie n c e , in sp ir e d  by Bacon; i s  parodied . The a t t i tu d e  to  r h e to r ic  

which the New S cien ce  encourages i s  c le a r ly  o v e r s im p lif ie d , but in  what 

way? The n o tio n  o f  eq u a l'sh ares' o f words fo r  a l l  seems to  be under 

a t ta c k . S w ift co n tin u es: " . . . t h e r e  i s  som ething y e t  more r e fin e d  in  

the Contrivance and S tru ctu re  o f  our modem Theatres." The "refinem ent"  

l i e s  in  t h e ir  t ie r e d  s tr u c tu r e , which a llo w s "w eighty M a tte r .. .

(whether i t  be Lead or Gold) [to] f a l l  plum in to  the jaws o f  c e r ta in

C r it ic k s , " who are sea ted  in  the p i t ;  w hile the " ...w h in in g  P a ss io n s ,

and l i t t l e  s ta r v e !  C o n ce its , are g e n tly  wafted up by t h e ir  own extreme

L e v ity , to  the m iadle r e g io n , and there f i x  and are frozen  by the

f r ig id  understandings o f the In h a b ita n ts ;" and the "bombast and 

B u ffonery , by. Nature lo f t y  and l ig h t " , soar up to  th e  "Tw elve- Peny 

G a lle r y " to  a " su ita b le  co lon y , who g r e e d ily  in te r c e p t  them" ( T a le ,p .  

61).

I f  we lo o k  beneath the p u z z lin g ly  ir r e le v a n t  s a t ir e  on Augustan 

th e a tr e , and assume th a t i t  has been in se r te d  a t  t h is  p o in t fo r  a 

reason , i t  su p p lie s  us w ith a key to  S w if t 's  c r it iq u e  o f  modem 

r h e to r ic .  There i s  no in d ic a t io n  th a t the upper g a l l e r i e s  o f  the  

th e a tr e  s e a t  an audience capable o f  a p p rec ia tin g  anyth ing l e s s  super

f i c i a l  than what i s  o ffered  them by the contemporary p la y s S w ift  

s a t i r i z e s .  T h erefore, although the persona d is c u s s e s  in fe r io r  p la y s ,  

even th e se  o f f e r  us a model fo r  the way a l l  p la y s  are a p p rec ia ted . I f  

we c o r r e c t  the p erso n a 's  d is to r t in g  le n s ,  we can e x tr a c t  from t h is  

passage the dichotom y o f  entertainm ent and in s tr u c t io n , fa m ilia r  to  

a l l  Augustan c r i t i c s .  In what we might c a l l  the concealed  argument o f  

the In tro d u ctio n  , S w ift seems to  deny th a t th ose  who wish to  convey  

"weighty m atters" can tr e a t  t h e ir  audience as i f  they  are a l l  on the



121

same l e v e l  so  t h a t  " e v e ry  one c a r r i e s  home a  ü h a r e " .  I t  i s  im p lie d  

t h a t  th e  r h e t o r i c i a n  who i s  a l s o  a  p h ilo so p h er m ust a t t e n d  t o  th e  

v a r io u s  l e v e l s  o f  h i s  a u d ie n c e  l i k e  th e  'p ru d e n t  A rc h i te c t '»  o f  th e  

t h e a t r e ,  who i s  in d e e d  "more r e f in e d "  th a n  th e  i^ u c r e t ia n  r h e t o r i c i a n ,  

who b e h a v e s  a s  i f  e v e ry o n e  d e s i r e s  know ledge t o  a n  e q u a l  e x t e n t .

The g e n re  o f  th e  T ale  i s  mock d e c la m a t io n .  The mock g e n r e s  o f  

th e  A u g u stan  ag e  sh ap e  w hat i s  b lam ew orthy  i n t o  a  p r e c i s e  a n a lo g u e  o f  

w hat i s  p r a is e w o r th y ,  and sh o u ld  t h e r e f o r e  be g iv e n  an  a n a lo g i c a l  

r e a d i n g .  The p e r s o n a 's  o p p o s i t io n  b e tw een  th e  m i l l i n g  th ro n g  and 

S o c r a t e s '  b a s k e t ,a n d  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  d i v i s i o n s  o f  th e  t h e a t r e  

a u d ie n c e  b o th  p o in t  t o  and  co n c esd  t h in g s  w h ich  m ig h t be s e r i o u s l y  

p r a i s e d ,  j u s t  a s  i n  r o p e 's  u u n c ia d  th e  random  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  v ic e  i s  

made t o  r e f l e c t  i n  a  c o n s i s t e n t l y  d i s t o r t e d  way th e  g r e a t n e s s  o f  th e  

e p ic  h e r o e s ,

how th e  p e r s o n a  in fo rm s  u s ,  i n  co m p le te  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  

m e c h a n is t ic  l i t e r a l i s m  o f  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  " m a c h in e s" , t h a t  h i s  

" , , . p h y s i c o - l o g i c a l  dcheme o f  o r a t o r i a l  r e c e p t a c l e s  o r  m a c h in e s , 

c o n ta in s  a  g r e a t  m y s te ry , b e in g  a  Type, a  b ig n ,  an  tm blem , a  bhadow, 

b e a r in g  A nalogy  t o  th e  s p a c io u s  uommonwealth o f  w r i t e r s ,  and t o  th o s e  

m ethods by w hich  th e y  m ust e x a l t  th e m s e lv e s  t o  a  c e r t a i n  mminency above 

th e  i n f é r i e u r  w orld  " ( T a l e , p , 6 1 ; ,  from  th e  two q u o ta t i o n s  on th e  t i t l e  

page r i g h t  th ro u g h  t o  t h e  end o f  th e  T a le  th e  p e r s o n a  v e e r s  b e tw een  

g n o s t i c i s m  and  m echanism . T h is  h a s  s e v e r a l  e f f e c t s ,  b u t  th e  m ost 

o b v io u s  i s  t o  d i s c r e d i t  m odernism  by r e c a l l i n g  i t s  l i n k s  w ith  th e  

r a d i c a l  H e rm e tic ism  w hich  f l o u r i s h e d  in  th e  In te r re g n u m  and was s t i l l  

v a g u e ly  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  th e  r o y a l  b o c i e t y ,^  A g a in , i t  i s  im p o r ta n t  t o

f o r  th e  c lo s e  l i n k s  b e tw een  e a r l y  m odernism  an d  H e rm e tic ism  s e e  
Bo.uwsma, C o n c o rd ia  m undi( 1 9 3 ? ; ,p p . 2 7 3 - 8 ? ;  B o n e l l i , r e a s o n ,  E x p e rim e n t 
& m y s t ic is m ( l 9 7 5 j , p p .3 - 7 , 2 3 9 - 4 3 ,2 6 0 -1 ;  a i s e n s t e i n . The P r i n t i n g  k c e s s  
a s  an  A g en t o f  C hange,p p .1 2 3 -6 ,2 7 3 -8 7 ;  J a c o b ,The i W i c a l  e n l ig h te n m e n t  
( 1 9 8 1 ; , p , 33 ; m cG uire ,"N ew ton  <Sc The fipes o f  B a n " ( l9 6 6 ; ;  m an u e l,
U to p ia n  T hough t i n  th e  W estern  W orld( l 9 7 9 j ,P P .2 0 7 -2 0 ; N o s s i ,F r a n c is  
B acon .F rom  i^ i^ ic  t o  b c ie n c e ( 1 9 6 8 ; ,p .3 1 ;  b a ilo r ," m o s e s - .  & A tom ism "( 1 9 6 ^^); 
Y a te s .T h e  NQsicrucian i i in l ig h te n m e n t( l9 7 2 ; .
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s e e  th e  T a le  a s ,  among o th e r  th in g s ,  p ro p a g an d a  d i r e c t e d  a t  th o s e  who • : 

w ere n o t  w e ll  v e r s e d  i n  th e  A n c ie n ts -m o d e m s  c o n t r o v e r s y .

We c a n  a l s o  i n f e r  t h a t  we m ust o u r s e lv e s  a v o id  e x tre m e s  o f  l i t e r a l 

m in d ed n ess  and e x c lu s iv e  c o n c e rn  w ith  r a r e f i e d  h id d e n  m ean ings i n  o u r 

r e a d in g  o f  th e  T a l e . The q u e s t io n in g  r e a d e r  w i l l  have t o  s e a r c h  f o r  

S w i f t 's  p o s i t i o n  b e tw een  th e  two e x tre m e s . We h av e  a l r e a d y  s e e n  th e  

n e c e s s i t y  f o r  su c h  a  s e a r c h  in  th e  f i r s t  two p a r a g ra p h s  o f  th e  

I n t r o d u c t i o n  , w here th e  r e a d e r  i s  i n v i t e d  t o  e n q u ir e  how th e  lo v e  o f  

wisdom ca n  be u n i t e d  w ith  p o w e rfu l o r a to r y ,  when th e  tw o seem 

fu n d a m e n ta l ly  in c o m p a t ib le ,  we saw t h a t  i n i t i a t i o n  i n t o  t h i s  d ia lo g u e  

i s  a  p r i v i l e g e  a llo w e d  o n ly  t o  th o s e  who are p re p a re d  b o th  t o  s t a y  

w i th in  and  to  go o u t s id e  th e  p e r s o n a 's  v iew ; t o  r e a d  f l e x i b l y ,  

i r o n i c a l l y  o r  l i t e r a l l y  a s  th e  o c c a s io n  dem ands, a v o id in g  th e  more 

o b v io u s , p u r e ly  i r o n i c ,  o r  p u re ly  l i t e r a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  s t r a t e g i e s .

As a p p e a r s  from  th e  p a s s a g e  q u o te d  a b o v e , th e  p e r s o n a  h im s e l f  w r i t e s  

a l t e r n a t e l y  a t  t h e s e  o p p o s i te  e x tre m e s , moving b e tw een  th e  c o m p le te  

l i t e r a l i z a t i o n  o f  a l l  m e ta p h o rs  and su d d en , o c c u l t  g l im p s e s  b e n e a th  

t h i s  s u r f a c e .  S w if t  i n v i t e s  th e  r e a d e r  t o  p ro d u c e  a  'u n io n  o f  

o p p o s i t e s ' from  h i s  f ra g m e n te d  o u t lo o k .^

Of th e  t h r e e  " o r a t o r i a l  r ia c h in e s "  i t  i s  th e  s e c o n d , th e  " L a d d e r " -  

w hich  one w ould e x p e c t  t o  be th e  m ost im p o r ta n t  i f  S w if t  i s  in d e e d  

p r a c t i s i n g  num ber sym bolism  - t h a t  i s  l e f t  o b s c u r e .  Un th e  m e ta p h o r ic a l  

l e v e l ,  i t  r e f e r s  r e  th e  sp e e c h e s  o f  c r im i n a l s  who a r e  a b o u t  t o  be 

h a n g e d . M y s t ic a l ly ,  we a r e  t o l d ,  i t  i s  "an  a d e q u a te  Symbol o f  F a c t io n  

and  o f  P o e t r y " ( T a l e , p . 3 9 ,6 2 J .  Two u s e s  o f  r h e t o r i c  seem r a t h e r  

ro u g h ly  yoked t o g e t h e r  h e r e ,  i n  c o n t r a s t  to  t h e  f i r s t  m achine w hich  

s im p ly  r e p r e s e n t s  N o n c o n fo rm is t p r e a c h in g ,  and  th e  t h i r d ,  w hich

^ F o r R a b ela is*  s i m i l a r  a im s see  i 'l a s t e r s ,  R a b e la is i a n  D i a l e c t i c ,
pp.2- 1 7 .
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r e p r ese n ts  ürub o t r e e t .  In the apology , a w ift t e l l s  us o f  th e se  

machines th a t " . . . in  the o r ig in a l  m an u scrip t.th ere  was a :d e s c r ip t io n  

o f a j'ourth, Which th ose  who naa tne rapers in  t h e ir  row er/ b lo tte d  

ou t, a s  having something in  i t  o f oa ty r , th a t i  suppose they thought 

was too  p a r t ic u la r . . . "  ^r a le , p . ti; . This seems to  p o in t our a t te n t io n  

to  the Lauder, s in c e  a h ia tu s  in  the m anuscript occurs Just a s  a w ift  

i s  about to  ex p la in  why i t  i s  an "aaequate symbol o f  T action ".

This i s  the f i r s t  o f  se v er a l "pretenaea d e fe c t s  in  the m anuscript",

which, we are to la  in  a note alm ost c e r ta in ly  w r itten  by a w ift  h im se lf ,

occur when the author " . . . th in k s ne cannot say anything worth h ead ing .

or when he has no mina to  en ter  on the b u b ject, or when i t  i s  a M atter

o f l i t t l e  moment, or perhaps to  amuse h is  n e a a e r .. .o r  l a s t l y ,  w ith some

a a ty r ic a l  in te n t io n " (T a le , p . j . There i s  an exp lan ation  to  s u i t  a l l

typ es o f reaaer h ere . These gaps ana the variou s ex p la n a tio n s o ffe r e e

fo r  them may remine us oi' the c o n tro v e r s ie s  between orthoUox c r i t i c s

ana the new s c i e n t i f i c  r e x tu a l c r i t i c s  l i x e  opinoza ana aimon over the

flaw s in  the a ib le ,  wnich the new c r i t i c s  arguea were s c r ib a l  erro rs

ra th er  than hiaden m y ster ie s .^  i t  has been arguea, ana i  b e l ie v e  w ith

some J u s t i f ic a t io n ,  th a t o w if t ' s  d eep est concern i s  w ith modem b ib l ic a l

c r it ic is m ;  B e n t le y 's  methoas used in  the aem onstration  th a t the m p istle s

o f  ih a la r i s  were not a u th en tic  were e x a c tly  th ose  used by bimon to
2

prove th a t th ere  i s  no a u th o r ita t iv e  t e x t  o l the B ib le  e x ta n t . Apart

bpinoza, T ractatus T'heologico l o l i t i c u s i lb fO ; ,p p .139-43 . bee a ls o  
bimon, A C r it ic a l  h is to r y  o f  the ula Testam ent( 1 6 7 8 ; ,p p .23-43;  
owned by b w ift w illia m s, uean o w if t ' s  l ib r a r y ,c a t .n o s .3 4 2 ,31b . I'or 
d is c u s s io n s  o f  the new c r it ic ism .a n d  the th r e a t  i t  posed to  the  
a u th o r ita t iv e  s ta tu s  o f  the B ib le  see  B r ig g s , B ib l ic a l  btudy( l8 8 7 ) ,  
p p .196 - 9 ; o ra n t, A abort h is to r y  o f  the In te r p r e ta tio n  o f  the  
B ib le ( 1 9 6 3 ; , p p .116-21; hazard. The European mind l6 8 0 -1 7 1 3 ( i6 J 3 ) , p. 
183; bpink, iren ch  jreethought from G assendi to  Volt a i r e ( I 96Q; , pp. 
289 - 9 1 ; bteinmann, nichard bimon e t  Les o r ig in e s  de l'm xégèse  
B ib l iq 0 6 ( 1 9 6 0 ; .

 ̂ i.evine,"T he u es ig n  o f  A Taie o f  a Tub" ( l 9 6 6 ; ;  V allier ," T h e Im p ac t 
o f  L e sc a r te s  on the b a tir e  o i b w ii t ' s  l a ie  o i a iu b  ( I 9 7 0 ; , p p .2 d l —6 3 »
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from  Tem ple, th e  o t h e r  A n c ie n t m en tio n ed  in  th e  B a t t l e  o f  th e  Books 

i s  I s a a c  Y o s s iu s ,  whose ue  b i h .y l l i n i s ( 1680 j b w if t  had j u s t  r e a d ,  

h a v in g  r e c e iv e d  i t  a s  a  g i f t  from  W illiam  T em ple. T h is  wprk was a  

d e f e n c e  o f  th e  b e p tu a g in t  a s  th e  a u t h e n t i c  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  u o d 's  w ord , 

bim on r e p l i e d  t o  i t  i n  h i s  A n im a d iv e rs io n s  upon a  o i r a l l  T f e a t i s e ( l6 8 4  

I f  th e  t h r e e  m ach in es do  in d e e d  'd i s t i n g u i s h '  th e  s u b j e c t  o f  th e  

T a l e , th e n  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  th e  " P u lp i t "  i s  l in k e d  w ith  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  

a l l e g o r y ,  w h ile  th e  " b t a g e - i t i n e r a n t "  i s  l in k e d  w ith  th e  d i g r e s s i o n s  

on l e a r n i n g ,  we can  i n f e r  from  t h i s  t h a t  th e  m ach in es  s t a n d ,  n o t  f o r  

th e  p a r t i c u l a r  c o r r u p t io n s  o f  r e l i g i o n  and l e a r n i n g  w hich  th e  p e r s o n a  

d e t a i l s ,  b u t  f o r  r e l i g i o n  and l e a r n in g  th e m s e lv e s ,  and  by t h a t  same 

to k e n ,  w here th e  p e r s o n a  s a y s  t h a t  he i s  g o in g  t o  d i s c u s s  " F a c t io n " ,  

b w if t  i s  g o in g  t o  d i s c u s s  p o l i t i c s .  B u t th e  l a l e  d o e s  n o t  seem  t o  

d i s c u s s  p o l i t i c s  a t  a  c u r s o ry  r e a d in g .  I  would s u g g e s t  t h a t  b w if t  i s  

h i n t i n g  a t  h i s  d e e p e s t  them e, w hich l i e s  b e h in d  b o th  d i g r e s s i o n s  and 

m ain a l l e g o r y .  T h is  w ould make p o e t ry  to o ,  a  c e n t r a l  th em e, b w if t  

e x p la in s  v e ry  c r y p t i c a l l y  why th e  ija a a e r  can  r e p r e s e n t  p o e t r y  (w hereas 

he g lv e s n o  su ch  e x p la n a t io n  r e g a r d i n g ‘fa c t io n ') :  " . . . b e c a u s e  c l im b in g  .

up by s lo w  D e g re e s , F a te  i s  s u re  t o  tu r n  ( r o e t s j  o f f  b e f o r e  th e y  can  

r e a c h  w i th in  many b te p s  o f  th e  Top: And b e c a u se  i t  i s  a  F re fe rm e n t

a t t a i n e d  by t r a n s f e r r i n g  o f  p r o p r i e t y ,  and a  co n fo u n d in g  o f  meum and 

Tuum " ( T a l e ,p p .6 2 - 3 )• we may ta k e  t h i s  a s  an  e n ig m a tic  i n d i c a t i o n  

t h a t  S w if t  i s  i n  a g reem en t w ith  T e m p le 's  v iew  t h a t  t r u e  p o e t r y  i s  

c r e a t e d  i n  a  s o r t  o f  h e r o ic  f r e n z y ,  w hich in  t u r n  i s  i n  a g re e m e n t w ith

T a le - ,p p . I v i i , 2 3 8 .  m l ia s ,  b w if t  a t  moor F a rk , p . l 0 3 .  Y o ss iu s  
u p h o ld s  th e  " N e o c la s s ic a l  s y n t h e s i s " ,  in  w hich c l a s s i c a l  and  
C h r i s t i a n  t r a d i t i o n s  a r e  w elded i n t o  a  s i n g l e  g r e a t  a u t h o r i t y -  
Jo h n so n , The F o u n d a tio n  o f  m n g lish  N e o c la s s i c a l  T h o u g h t( l 9 6 7 ) . p p .

-1 0 7 -3 7 . In  f a c t  He c la im s  t h a t  th e  know ledge o f  C h r i s t ' s  com ing was 
more w id e ly  d i s s e m in a te d  in  th e  c l a s s i c a l  th a n  th e  J u d a ic  t r a d i t i o n s .  
N ot o n ly  th e  o r a c l e s  b u t  b o ro a s te rn . & T r i s m e g i s t u s , " . . . c l a r i u s  d e  
a d v e n tu  C h r i s t !  f u i s s e  l o c u t o s  quam v e t e r e s  l o c u t i  s i n t  p r o p h e ta e " ,  
p . 4 0 .
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the common ren a issa n ce  b e l i e f  th a t the true poet i s  a p h ilo sop h er  or 

prophet who i s  r a d ic a l ly  opposed to  the e s ta b lish e d  s o c ia l  s tr u c tu r e s .  

T his could e x p la in  the l in k  between p oetry  a n d 'fa c tio n ' . The 

d if fe r e n c e  between the naaaer and the two other machines l i e s  in  the ' 

f a c t  th a t i t s  purpose i s  not sim ply to  g iv e  the ora tor  power over the  

crowd, but to  teach  c e r ta in  in d iv id u a ls  in  the au d ien ce . In bwift,-is 

wards, i t  a llo w s  some to  "climb up by slow d egrees" , a lth ou gh , as  

b w ift a ls o  s t r e s s e s  in  h is  key to  the 'm achine', many w i l l  be "turned 

o f f  b efore  they  can reach w ith in  many bteps o f the Top."' The image o f  

the uadder reminds one o f  the gap between the p h ilo so p h e r 's  b ask et and 

the p r e ss in g  crowd below . Although the other machines could be under

stood as ways o f  g iv in g  the ph ilosop her power, or a llow in g  him to  

m anipulate the 'common forms' , in  tne terms o f  the " d ig ress io n  on 

nadness", the dadder a lone can lead  to  philosophy i t s e l f .  Une reaches a 

"T ransferring o f  propriety"  through a gradual a sc e n t , ju s t  a s  the  

th e a tr e  o f  th e  "prudent Architect'"’ can d e l iv e r  both"w eighty Tiatter" 

and more popular m ater ia l because o f i t s  co n str u c tio n  on se v er a l  

l e v e l s ,  in  the d e s c r ip t io n  o f  the Ladder b w ift once again  moves 

o u ts id e  the p erso n a 's  Hobbist p ersp ectiv e , in  which a l l  human 

behaviour can be understood in  terms o f the d r ive  fo r  power. He a ls o ,

I  believe, adumbrates the reasons fo r  the f a c t  th a t philosophy i s  "often  

out o f  b ig h t , and ever out o f n earin g", by comparing i t  t o  th ie v e r y .

I t  i s  the r e la t io n s h ip  between philosophy and la w le s sn e ss  which 

n e c e s s i ta t e s  the "slow degrees" by which p o te n t ia l  p o e ts  must c lim b .

The account o f  the uadder i s  one o f th ose  externely  enigm atic moments 

of th e  Tale which are intended to  arouse the c u r io s i ty  o f  the  

a t te n t iv e  read er.

bw ift,h ow ever, does not maxe i t  easy to  ask  q u estio n s  about h is  

work, as' i t '  i s  h is  d a z z lin g  d isp la y  o f  w it which i s  the f i r s t  th in g  to  

s tr ik e  a l l  read ers o f  the T a le . In p a r t ic u la r , the "young Gentlemen
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much in  th e  ’World" w i l l  be a t tr a c te d  by the seem ingly  pu rely  d e s tr u c t iv e ,  

s a t i r i c a l  energy. As b w ift su g g ests  in  the p reface  , the n ext sta g e  

would in v o lv e  some o f  th ese  cy n ics  applying the s a t ir e  to  tj^em selves, 

or a t  l e a s t  b eing  o is tu r b e a  by the frequ en t changes in  the d ir e c t io n  o f  

the b a n ter . The fr e e -th in x e r s  w i l l  be d e lig h te d  by b w if t ' s a t ta c k s  on 

'enthusiasm ' and Grub a t r e e t ,  but d isco n cer ted  by the fa c t  th a t th e se  

are conducted in  a vocabulary which burlesq ues t h e ir  own fa sh io n a b le  

mechanism, b in ce  b w ift t e l l s  us th a t the work i s  aimed m ainly a t the  

fr e e -th in k e r s ,a n d  s in c e  'en th u s ia s tic ' wunconformism of the type he 

s a t i r i z e s  was no lon ger  a force  in  the land when he w rote, we can 

gath er  th a t h is  a s s a u lt  on 'in sp ired ' preachers i s  in  part a way o f  

g a in in g  the a t te n t io n  o f  the fr e e -th in k e r s  fo r  d o c tr in e s  th a t they  would 

otherw ise 'unthinkingly scorn . The rapid a l t e r a t io n  between th e  s a t ir e  

on 'enthusiasm ' and th a t on mechanism in  the Tale can be exp la ined  as  

an e f f o r t  to  sw itch  from a c o n tr o v e r s ia l and a g g r e ss iv e  defen ce  o f  

A nglicanism  which the Hobbist or fr e e -th in k in g  reader w i l l  f in d  

h ig h ly  e n te r ta in in g , to  a d ir e c t  a s s a u lt  on the assum ptions o f  t h is  

very read er, a f t e r  which he w i l l  perhaps be prepared to  co n sid er  the  

hidden d is c u ss io n  o f  a p h ilo so p h ic  r h e to r ic  which i s  commenced in  the  

In tro d u ctio n  .

The c e n tr a l s e c t io n  o f the In trod u ction  b eg in s w ith  the  

p erson a 's  announcement th a t he h im se lf  i s  a member o f  the " I l lu s tr io u s  

T fa te m ity "  o f  Grub b tr e e t .  He proceeds to  defend the f r a te r n ity  

a g a in s t  two "Junior s ta r t-u p  b o c ie t ie s " , Gresham and W ill 's  — i . e .  

the Hoyal b o c ie ty  and the r e s to r a t io n  w its;

But the g r e a te s t  maim g iven  to  th a t gen era l R eception , 
which the W ritings o f  our o o c ie ty  have form erly r e c e iv e d ,  
(n ex t to  the tr a n s ito r y  b ta te  o f  a l l  sublunary T h in g s ,)  
hath been a s u p e r f ic ia l  Vein among many readers o f  the  
p resen t Age, who w i l l  by no means be persuaded to  in sp e c t  
beyond the burface and the rind o f  Things; whereas, 
wisdom i s  a Fox, who a f t e r  long hunting w i l l  a t  l a s t  c o s t



you th e  Fains to  d ig  out: 'T is  a C heese, which by how
much th e  r ic h e r , has the th ic k e r , the h om elier , and the  
cou rser  Coat; and whereof to  a ju d ic io u s  F a la te , the  
I’laggots are the b e s t .  'T is  a b a ck -F o sse t, wherein the  
deeper you go , you w i l l  fin d  i t  the sw eeterT  wisdom i s  
a- Hen, whose Cackling we must value and c o n s id er , because  
i t  i s  a ttended  w ith an But th en , l a s t l y ,  ' t i s  a N ut,
which u n le ss  you chuse w ith Judgment, ifiay c o s t  you a 
Tooth, and pay you with noth ing but a Worm. In 
consequence o f  th ese  momentous T ruths, the Grubaean Gages 
have alw ays chosen to  convey t h e ir  F recep ts and t h e ir  
A rts , shut up w ith in  the V eh ic les  o f  Types and F a b les , 
which having been perhaps more c a r e fu l and cu r io u s in  
adorning, than was a lto g e th e r  n ecessa ry , i t  has fared  
w ith th e se  V eh ic les a f t e r  the usual Fate o f  Coaches over- 
f in e ly  painted  and g i l t ;  th a t th e  tr a n s ito r y  Gazers have 
so d azz led  th e ir  Lyes, and f i l l ' d  t h e ir  Im aginations w ith  
the outward jjustre, as n e ith e r  to  regard or co n s id er , the  
Ferson or the Farts o f the uwner w ith in . A m isfortune we 
undergo w ith somewhat l e s s  n e lu ctan cy , because i t  has 
been common to  us with Fythagoras, Aesop, S o c r a te s , and 
oth er  o f  our F red ecessors . ( T a le ,p .6 6 j

C lear ly  o f  cou rse , o n e 's  immediate r e a c tio n  to  t h is  i s  intended  

to  be p r e c is e ly  opposed to  the one th a t the persona i s  a ttem p tin g  to  

produce. That i s ,  we co n sid er  b w ift to  be s a t i r iz in g  the p reten sio n  

and s u p e r f i c ia l i t y  o f  Grub b tr e e t .  nut on c lo s e r  in s p e c t io n , s e v e r a l  

q u e stio n s  in e v ita b ly  a r i s e .  I f  the irony i s  th a t th e se  s u p e r f ic ia l  

read ers are in  f a c t  good read ers, and th a t th ere  i s  noth ing th a t tr u ly  

goes beneath the su rface  in  the products o f  Grub b tr e e t , does t h i s  mean 

th a t th ere  are some s e c r e t ly  profound works which th ese  readers  

understand but which the persona does not? un the o th er hand, does  

b w ift mean th a t  no work " in sp ects  beneath the su rface" , so  th a t Grub 

b tr e e t  hacks are only to  be d is t in g u ish e d  by t h e ir  frau du len t  

p r e te n s io n s  to  do so? The a lte r n a t iv e s  seem to  be: e ith e r  we must

a ccep t th a t  good l i t e r a t u r e  i s  only b e t te r  than bad because i t  i s  

honest about i t s  s u p e r f ic ia l i t y  or we must accep t some genuine l in k  

between the e s o te r ic  and the profound. C r it ic s  who d is c u s s  th ese  

m atters assume th a t the Tale c o n s is t e n t ly  a tta c k s  s e c r e t  meanings, 

which they  o fte n  l in k  e x c lu s iv e ly  with g n o stic ism .^  However, a problem

 ̂See n ext page fo r  n o te .
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re m a in s  i n  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  w hich i s  made a s  e x p l i c i t  a s  b w if t  

c a r e s  t o  i n  "The D ig r e s s io n  on i-iadness"; i f  we r e f u s e  t o  t a k e  

s e r i o u s l y  th e  i d e a  o f  wisdom a s  n e c e s s a r i l y  a  d iv in g  b e n e a th  th e  

s u r f a c e  -  w h e th e r  i t  be o f  th e  t e x t ,  o f  man o r  o f  th e  u n iv e r s e  -  th e n  

we a r e  l e f t  o n ly  w ith  th e  s u r f a c e . T h ere  a r e  no h a l f  m e a s u re s ,  b w if t  

and th e  p e r s o n a  seem t o  have th e  same fram e o f  r e f e r e n c e  i n  t h i s  

r e s p e c t .  Uf c o u r s e ,  we m ust n o t  r u l e  o u t th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  b w if t  

f i n a l l y  d e s i r e s  u s  t o  ch o o se  th e  s u r f a c e ,  a s  he o f t e n  seem s t o  im p ly ; 

b u t  ev en  t h i s  a c t ,  by v i r t u e  o f  i t s  d e c la r e d  s u p e r f i c i a l i t y ,  a d m its  th e  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  d e e p e r  l e v e l s .  The a i f f i c u l t y  f o r  c r i t i c s  who assum e t h a t  

we c a n n o t  i n f e r  S w i f t 's  i n t e r e s t  i n  th e s e  l e v e l s  from  th e  T a le  i s  t h a t  

th e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  d i s s o lv e  o n a .,c lo se  r e a d in g .  C le a r ly ,  i n  th e  p r e v io u s  

q u o t a t i o n ,  th e  p e r s o n a  i s  a b s u rd  in  h i s  s e a r c h  f o r  e s o t e r i c  m ean ings 

w here t h e r e  a r e  n o n e , b u t  we can  t u r n  th e  s a t i r e  in  th e  o th e r  d i r e c t i o n  

and p o in t  o u t t h a t  G rub s t r e e t ' s  s u p e r f i c i a l i t y  can  o n ly  be c r i t i c i z e d  

i n  te rm s  o f  th e  p e r s o n a 's  own m etap h o r o f  s u r f a c e s  and d e p th s .  The 

l a s t  s e n te n c e  q u o te d  im p lie s  t h a t , j u s t  a s  to o  much a t t e n t i o n  t o  s u r f a c e  

e n te r t a in m e n t  o f t e n  h id e s  an  i n n e r  v o id ,  so  to o ,  a  s u r f a c e  l e v e l  w hich 

i s  n o t  q u i t e  so  sm o o th ly  a c c e p ta b le  i s  th e  m ark o f  an  i n n e r  w isdom .

As b m ith  and  G u th k e tc h  n o te ,  F y th a g o ra s ,  A esop and S o c r a te s  w ere a l l  

men o f  p r o v e r b i a l l y  u g ly  a p p e a ra n c e , w hich  we can  ta k e  s y m b o l ic a l ly  a s  

r e f e r r i n g  t o  th e  f i r s t  im p re s s io n s  one g a in s  from  t h e i r  w o rd s .

The s a t i r e s  on e s o t e r i c i s m  form  a  l a r g e  p a r t  o f  th e  T a le  (p a g e s  

6 6 - 9 »97“- l0 0 ,1 2 3 - 3 0 , 133“ ?» 1 Ô 4 -7 ,2 7 0 -3 »2 8 3 - 3 ; .  As we have s e e n ,  t h i s  can  

be p a r t i a l l y  e x p la in e d  i n  te rm s, o f  b w i f t 's  a t t e m p t  t o  d i s c r e d i t  th e

F in k u s ,  G .w if t 's  V is io n  o f  m v i l , l , 6 l - 7  and  "A T à le  o f  a  Tub & th e  
Rosy c r o s s " ( 1 9 6 0 ^  R osenheim , b w if t  and  th e  b a t i r i s t ' s  A r t , p p . 8 7 -8 ; 
K l ie t ," H e r m e t ic i s m ,  e n th u s ia s m  and  bymbol i n  J o n a th a n  b w i f t 's  'Tale 
o f  a  T u b " ( 1 9 7 1 j ;  A n d re a sen , " b w i f t 's  b a t i r e  ©n th e  O c c u lt  i n  A - 
T a le  o f  a  T u b "( I 9 6 3 J .
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Moderns by rem inding readers o f  t h e ir  Hermetic o r ig in , and a s  p art o f

th e  'b a i t '  w i th  w hich b w if t  a t t r a c t s  h i s  H o b b is t  r e a d e r s  i n  o r d e r  t o

mock the very r ed u ctiv e  mechanism from which he a t  f i r s t  appears to

mount h is  a s s a u lt  on Herm eticism . These, however, do not e x p la in  the

sh eer  frequency w ith which b w ift retu rn s to  t h is  theme. In f a c t ,

a long  w ith  the imagery o f  su r fa ces  and d ep th s, i t  i s  one o f  the few

elem en ts o f  the Tale which su g g ests  on a f i r s t  reading th a t the work

does form a u n if ie d  w hole, b ince i t  i s  u n lik e ly  th a t b w ift thought ■

the o c c u l t i s t  groups o f  h is  own day posed any r e a l  t h r e a t ,  ̂ he must

have some o th er purpose in  mind.

In  th e  s e r i e s  o f  'wisdom' im ages we can  f i n d  a  p a r a l l e l  t o  th e

c u r i o s i t y / c r e d u l i t y  c ru x  on a  much l e s s  o b v io u s ly  s e r io u s  l e v e l .  T h a t

knowledge can be harmful i s  im plied  by the fox  and the sa c k -p o sse t

im agesas w e ll as,m ore o b v iou sly .b y  these o f  the cheese and the n u t, a s
2

H au lso n  h a s  pointed  o u t .  b u t  F a u lso n  o m its  from  h i s  a c c o u n t t h e

e x c ite m e n t  o f  h u n t in g  and a r in k i n g ,  b o th  r l a t o n i c  sym bols f o r

p h ilo so p h ic a l enquiry;^  ana a ls o  the fa c t  th a t n u ts , eggs and cheese

can proviae good nourishm ent, moreover, the re feren ce  to  the b e a u t ifu l

e x te r io r  o f  th e  a n c ien t sages, which causes t h e ir  l e s s  ob v iou sly

a t t r a c t iv e  in t e r io r  to  be o v e r lo o k e d ,p re c ise ly  in v e r ts  the a ile n u s  

4image, which, a s  we have seen , sym bolized a p h ilo so p h ic a l r h e to r ic

which r e so lv ed  the antagonism  between wisdom and common o p in io n . A ll

t h is  would su g g est th a t b w if t 's  mockery o f  e s o te r ic ism  i s  not a l l  th a t it

-5eeiY\s.

 ̂ which i s  not to  deny th a t r a d ic a l Hermeticism s t i l l  e x is te d  - s e e  
Jacob, The R adical m nlightenm entj l ç B l ; .

^ Theme and b t r u c t u r e  i n  b w i f t 's 'T a l e  o f  a  T u b ', p . 1 4 3 .

^ F o r  h u n t in g  se e  th e  b o p h i s t , f o r  d r in k in g  th e  bym posium .

^  F or in v e rte d ;-  o r  v u lg a r  b i l e n i  s e e  E ra sm u s, A d ag es , p p .2 7 3 -9 .
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V . "A Tale o f  a Tub" and the A ncients and Modems D isp u te .

There i s  a cu r iou s a sp ect to  b w if t 's  con n ection  o f  I'loaernism w ith

e s o te r ic is m . Although, a s  we have s a id . Modernism arose  out o f  the

o c c u l t  m ovem ents o f  th e  R e n a is sa n c e  t o  a  l a r g e  e x t e n t ,  and  some

M oderns u sed  s e c r e c y  a s  a  te m p o ra ry  m e a su re ,^  th e r e  i s  th e  p a ra d o x

th a t  th e  r e je c t io n  o f  secrecy  was c e n tr a l to  Modernism r ig h t  from the

o u tse t, and  in d e e d ,  i t  h a s  b een  a rg u e d , was th e  c r u c i a l  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g

f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  e a r l y  M odem s, r a t h e r  th a n  an y  p a r t i c u l a r  p h i l o s o p h ic a l
2

p o s i t i o n  su c h  a s  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  e x p e r im e n ta l  m ethod .

2
R o s s i," H e rm e tic is m , R a t i o n a l i t y  and th e  b c i e n t i f i c  R e v o lu tio n "  
( 1 9 7 3 ) , p p . 2 3 0 ,2 6 2 ; and  j r a n c i s  b aco n  from  M agic t o  b c ie n c e . p p . 3 1 -3 ; 
M is e n s t e i n ,P r i n t i n g  P r e s s  a s  an  A gent o f  C hange,p p .270-9; 2 ii$ e l ,  
"The G e n e s is  o f  th e  C oncep t o f  b c i e n t i f i c  P r o g r e s s " (1 9 ^ 3 ; .  Uf th e  
e a r l i e r  M odem s, b aco n  s e e s  p a r a b le s  p r i m a r i l y  a s  ways o f  
p o p u la r i z in g  know ledge . A lth o u g h  he i s  w i l l i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  h i s  
own t h e o r i e s  w ith  e s o t e r i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  a n c i e n t  m yth , i n  th e  
A dvancem ent o f  L e a rn in g ( l 6 ü 3 j he a rg u e s  t h a t  th e  o r ig iv \a l  m yths 
w ere in n o c e n t  o f  su ch  m ean ings - p p . 8 3 -4 ; s e e  a l s o  P h i lo s o p h ic a l  
W o rk s ,p p .8 2 2 - 4 . (B u t f o r  a  v iew  opposed  t o  t h i s  and  H o s s i 's ,  c i t e d  
a b o v e , s e e  i-emmi.The C la s s ic  D e i t i e s  i n  £ a c o n C l9 3 3 ). who a rg u e s  
t h a t  b a c o n 's  a t t i t u d e  t o  e s o t e r i c  a l l e g o r y  was e n t i r e l y  t r a x i i t i o n a l ^  
F o r  th e  R e s to r a t i o n  M odem s, th e  e n ig m a tic  mode h a s  b een  u sed  by  
s a g e s  o f  th e  p a s t  t o  h id e  t h e i r  ig n o ra n c e  and  i s  now t o  be  s u p e r 
sed e d  by th e  c l e a r  s t y l e  o f  th e  New b c ie n c e  -  s e e  b p r a t .  H is to r y  o f  
th e  R o y al b o c i e t y ( l 6 6 7 j ,p p .3 - 6 ,1 1 2 ;  P a r k e r ,  A F ree  and  I m p a r t i a l  
C en su re  o f  t h e  P la to n ic k  P h i lo s o p h ie ( I 6 6 6 ) , p p .6 8 -? 4 ,  '

F is e n s t e in , The P r in tin g  P ress as an Agent o f  Change, p p .2 7 4 -6 ; 
b tr a u ss , Thoughts on M ach iavelli ( I 9 3 8 ; , p p .1 6 8 -7 3 .
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The M oderns' a t t a c k s  on s e c re c y  becam e more c o n f id e n t  and  th o ro u g h 

g o in g  to w a rd s  th e  end o f  th e  s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu r y .^  I n  j^ fan ce , P e r r a u l t  

c r i t i c i z e d  A n c ie n ts  who s e e  c l a s s i c a l  w orks a s  " d e s  c h o s e s  ^ i v i n e s  que

l a  p ro fo n d e u r  d e s  m y s tè re s  q u 'e l l e s  r e n f e rm e n t ,  e t  n o t r e  f o i b l e s s e  nous
2

r e n d e n t  im p é n é t r a b le s ."  F o n te n e l l e ,  n o te d  f o r  h i s  popular w ork on 

th e  New S c ie n c e ,  A P l u r a l i t y  o f  W orlds( l 6 8 6  j .  a rg u e d  t h a t  th e  p ag an  

p r i e s t s  s u r ro u n d e d  t h e  o ra c le s  w ith  m y s te iy  m e re ly  i n  o r d e r  t o  g a in  

pow er f o r  th e m s e lv e s ,a n d  t h a t  Homer was c o m p le te ly  unaw are o f  th e  : .

h id d e n  m ean in g s w hich  have  s in c e  been  d i s c o v e r e d  i n  h i s  w o rk ,^  S t.  

Evrem ond, a n o th e r  i-fen ch  f r e e - t h i n k e r ,  a rg u e d  t h a t  th e  a n c i e n t  p o e ts  

w ere im p o s to r s  who p le a s e d  th e  m u l t i tu d e  w ith  " f a b l e s  and  f a l s e  

m y s te r i e s "  t o  p r o t e c t  th e  f a ls e h o o d s  t h a t  th e y  th e m s e lv e s  b e l i e v e d .^  

T hese  a t t a c k s  c o n t in u e d  on i n  F fan ce  th ro u g h o u t th e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  th e  

e i g h t e e n th  c e n tu ry .T e r ra s s o n ,  a  d e v o te e  o f  c a r t e s i a n  " c l e a r  and d i s t i n c t  

i d e a s " ,  r e j e c t e d  th e  e s o t e r i c  mode a s  th e  m ark o f  a n  i g n o r a n t  a g e ,  

s i n c e  " . . . t h e  A lle g o ry  i s  o n ly  u n d e rs to o d  by  a  s m a ll  Number o f  th e  w ise 

and u e a rn e d ,  who d o n ' t  w ant I n s t r u c t i o n ,  and th e  l i t e r a l  s e n s e  c o r r u p t s  

th e  g e n e r a l i t y  o f  Men who w ant t o  be i n s t r u c t e d . " ^

In  M ngland a l s o ,  t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  th e  s t a t u s  o f  th e  c l a s s i c a l  p o e ts

^ F o r th e  s lo w  d e a th  o f  th e  a l l e g o r i z a t i o n  o f  c l a s s i c a l  p o e t r y  se e  
A l le n ,  M y s te r io u s ly  M ean t, f i n a l  c h a p te r ;  M anuel, The e i g h t e e n th  
C e n tu ry  C o n fro n ts  th e  c o d s ( l9 3 9 ; ,P P . l9 - 2 9 ,4 6 ,2 4 3 ;  C o rd o n ," H ip a 's
ri'a + c k "  -in n r* l- .o  r> a i e= o a n r» fma xrT n fl+.1  on P.ri . i iTXrp»! ( 1 Q7 ^ i _

2

F a te "  i n  The R e n a is s a n c e  im a g in a t io n  e d .U r g e l ( l9 7 3 ;

P a r a l l è l e  d e s  A n c ien s  e t  d e s  M odernes ( 1 6 8 8 ) ,p . 2 6 .

^ H is to r y  o f  O r a c le s ( 1 6 8 7 pp.93-TTQ» D ia lo g u e s  o f  th e  D ead( 1 6 9 4 ) ,pp. 
2 4 -8 .  S w if t  p o s s e s s e d  no l e s s  th a n  t h r e e  e d i t i o n s  o f  th e  l a t t e r  
w ork , and  n in e  books by  p o n te n e l l e  i n  a l l ,  th o u g h  he d id  n o t  own th e  
H is to r y  o f  u r a c l e s  -  s e e  W illia m s , Dean S w i f t 's  u i b r a r y , c a t . n o s . 2 , 7 4 .  
1 2 7 , 1 2 8 , 1 3 7 , 1 3 8 , 3 1 0 ,4 3 9  and 4 6 0 .

^  Works ( 1 7 2 8 ) , I I , p . 3 3 0 . Owned by S w if t  -  W ill ia m s , Dean S w i f t 's  
L i b r a r y , c a t . n o . 3 6 .

^  A c r i t i c a l  D i s s e r t a t i o n  on H om er's " I l i a d . " (1 7 2 2 ) ,1 1 ,1 0 0 .  The p a s s é e  
o c c u rs  i n  one o f  th e  m ost e x h a u s t iv e  M odem  c r i t i q u e s  o f  e s o te r ic i s m -  
p p .8 7 - 1 8 9 . R a th e r  c u r io u s l y ,  T e r ra s s o n  seem s t o  r e t r a c t  much o f  w hat 
he s a y s  h e r e  i n  The i^ ife  o f  S e th o s ( 1 7 3 2 ; , i n  w h ich , on th e  w hole he 
s p e a k s  r e v e r e n t l y  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  m y s te ry  c u l t s  -p p  I 3 6 - 9 3 .
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was in s e p a r a b l e  from  th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  e s o t e r i c  modes o f  co m m u n ica tio n  

had now b ee n  s u p e r s e d e d ,  an  a t t i tu d e  b e s t  s e e n  i n  th e  work o f  b u m e t ,^  

who a rg u e a  t h a t  " . . . t h e r e  was a  tw o fo ld  d o c t r i n e  among th e  ^ n t i e n t  

N a t io n s ,  a  v u lg a r ,  and a  s e c r e t  one; and t h a t  n o t  o n ly  by r e a s o n  o f  th e  

D i v e r s i t y  o f  th e  n a t t e r ,  b u t  th e y  o f t e n  h a n d le d  th e  same M a te r ia l s  i n  

a  d o u b le  m anner, a  p o p u la r ,  ana a  p h i lo s o p h ic  o n e ."  T h is  was b e c a u se  

" u n c u l t i v a te d  m in d s, who a r e  o n ly  accu sto m ed  t o  th e  S e n s e s . . . a r e  n o t  . 

a b le  t o  e n a u re  th e  c l e a r  L ig h t  o f  T ru th ,  b u t  r e jo y c e  t o  b e h o ld  i t  by 

i< ab les , a s  th ro u g h  a  c lo u d ;  N or w i l l  th e  f i e r c e  and  o b s t i n a t e  m u l t i tu d e  

s u f f e r  th e m s e lv e s  t o  be a i r e c t l y  b ro u g h t t o  R e l ig io n  and th e  W orship  o f  

th e  G ods; b u t  th e y  m ust be l e a  th ro u g h  w in d in g  . l a t h s . " (p o c t r i n a  A n tig u a  

de  Rerum u r i g i n i b u s ( l 6 9 2 ; , p p .1 0 6 ,1 3 4 y. A t th e  same tim e  he a rg u e s  t h a t  

" . . .w h a t  was made known t o  th e  A n c ie n ts  o n ly  by b ro k e n  C o n c lu s io n s  and 

T r a d i t i o n s  w i l l  be known ( i n  th e  u a t e r  Ages o f  th e  W orld) i n  a  more 

p e r f e c t  way, by P r i n c i p l e s  and  T h e o r ie s ."  b u m e t ,  whose work h a s  

r a d i c a l  u n d e r to n e s ,^  e n v is a g e s  a  com ing m illenw um  w hich  w i l l  be 

acco m p an iea  by  th e  r e n d in g  o f  a l l  p re v io u s  v e i l s ;  "And th e  w hole m ass 

o f  know ledge i n  t h i s  n a r t h  a o th  n o t  seem to  be so  g r e a t ,  b u t  t h a t  a  

few  A ges m o re ,w ith  two o r  t h r e e  happy G e n iu s 's  i n  them , may b r in g  to  

l i g h t  a l l  t h a t  we a r e  c a p a b le  t o  u n d e r s ta n d  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  m o r t a l i t y . " ^  

U s u a lly  m odernism  h a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  d im e n s io n , s in c e  i t  i s  c l o s e l y

l in k e d  w i th th e  . v iew  t h a t  th e  e n ig m a tic  sym bo ls o f  th e  pagan  p r i e s t -  

hood w ere s im p ly  d e c e i t f u l  ways o f  h id in g  ig n o ra n c e .

The o p p o s i t io n  b e tw een  th e  New b c ie n c e  and  th e  o l d e r ,  s e c r e t i v e

^ Tuveson, M ille n iu m  and U to p ia ( I 9 4 9 ; , p p .1 6 2 -2 1 3 .

^ J a c o b , The N ew tonians and th e  L n g l is h  R e v o lu t io n ( l 9 7 6 j , p . l 0 9 .

^ b u r n e t .  The S a c re d  T heory  o f  th e  F a r t h ( l6 3 1 - 9 j ,p p .4 8 ,2 0 3 .

^  b l o u n t ,  F s s a y s  on S e v e r a l  S u b je c t s ( l6 9 7 J .P P .1 3 6 -8 . H ere M odernism  
moves c lo s e  t o  th e  r a d i c a l  d e ism  o f  T o la n d 's  C h r i s t i a n i t y  n o t  
M y s te r io u s ( I 6 9 6 ) , p p .6 8 -7 0 .
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m ethods o f  co m m u n ica tio n  i s  a l s o  s t r e s s e d  by s e v e r a l  o th e r  e i g h t e e n th  

c e n tu r y  t h i n k e r s ;  th e  A n c ie n ts ,  we a r e  t o l d ,

, . .d id  n o t  f u r n i s h  t h e i r  S tu d e n ts  w ith  th e  H éason o f  
T h in g s , o r  t e a c h  them  b} a  C ourse  o r  Argum ent t o  r a i s e  a  
th e o r y  o f  th e  pow ers o f  N a tu re ,  f o r  i n  t r u t h  th e y  them 
s e lv e s  had n e v e r  tu rn e d  t h e i r  S tu d ie s  t h i s  way. The A r t  
w hich  th e y  had c u l t i v a t e d  was t h a t  o f  d i s g u i s i n g  and 
c o n c e a l in g  t h e i r  T r a d i t i o n s  from  th e  V u l g a r . . . a n d  a l l  
t h a t  th e  S tu d e n t  had t o  d o , was t o  u n ra v e l  th e s e  
I n t r i c a c i e s ,  t o  l e a r n  t o  re a d  w hat was w r i t t e n  a n d , t o  be 
a b le  t o  e x p la in  a  d a r k  and e n ig m a tic  S e n t e n c e . . .

Tha A n c ie n ts  th e m s e lv e s  p e r c e iv e d  t h a t  t h e  d e fe n c e  o f  e s o t e r i c  

modes o f  co m m u n ica tio n  was c e n t r a l  t o  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n .  T h ere  i s  l i t t l e  

d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  be tw een  th e  R e n a is s a n c e  and th e  N e o c la s s i c a l  

A n c ie n t .  R ey n o ld s  a s k s  a e s p a i r i n g l y ;

. . .w h a t  b o o k es have wee o f  w h a te v e r  k n o w led g e , o r  i n  w hat 
m y s te r ie s  s o e v e r ,  w is e ly  by o u r A v n c ie n ts  ( f o r  a v o id in g  
o f  t h i s  p r e s e n t  m alady th e  w orld  i s  now f a ln e  i n t o )  
couched  and c a r e f u l l y  in f o u la e d ,  b u t  m ust b ee  by e v e ry  
i l l i t e r a t e  p e rs o n  w ith o u t  e x c e p t io n  d e f lo w re d  and  b ro k e  
o p en , o r  b ro k e  in  p i e c e s ,  b e c a u se  beyond h i s  s k i l l  t o  
u n lo c k e  them ? •

The h ig h  v a lu e  th e  a n c i e n t s  s e t  On. t h e i r  s e c r e t  a o c t r i n e  i s  shown by

th e  " . . . c a r e  th e y  to o k  t o  c o n c e a le  them  from  th e  unw orthy  v u lg a r ,  and

w hich  d o th  no l e s s e  commend t h e i r  wisdome th e n  c o n c lu d e ,  by t h e i r

c o n t r a r y  c o u r s e ,  o u r  m odem s empty raR b a r r e n  o f  a n y th in g  r a r e  and 

2
p r e c i o u s . . . "  C asaubon , who was t o  become th e  f i r s t  A n c ie n t t o  a t t a c k

1

2

S h u c k fo rd , The b a c re d  and  p ro fa n e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  w orld  C onnected  
( 1 7 2 8 - 3 0 ) ,  P r e f a c e  t o  v o l .  l , x l i x .  bee a l s o .  Woodward, Uf th e  Wisdom 
o f  th e  A n c ie n t  m g y p tia n s ( 1 7 7 7 j , p p .9 - l l .  F o r th e  d e c l i n e  o f  th e  
e s o t e r i c  sym bo lism  se e  a l s o  k o r s h i n , " F ig u r a i  C hange" (1 9 7 2 ) .

M ythom yste.g( I 6 3 3  ) ,  p p . 1 4 4 -3 ,1 5 5  » th e  t y p i c a l  v iew  o f  th e
R e n a is s a n c e  c r i t i c  s e e  page 56 ; and f o r  th e  way t h i s  v iew  b eg an  : 
t o  be outm oded se e  M u rrin , The V e il  o f  A l le g o r y ,p p . 8 3 -8 .
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t h e  R o y al b o c i e t y ,  more c a u t i o u s l y  a d v o c a te s  s e c r e c y  f o r  th o s e  who 

r e a l i z e  c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  o f  r e l i g i o n  a r e  p u r e ly  c u s to m a ry . . "Truth, 

a l th o u g h  a lw a y s  p r e c i o u s , - i s  " . . .  n o t  a lw a y e s  b e a s o n a b le  t d  be 

d iv u lg e d ,  w here th e  e r r o r  i s  g e n e r a l l ,  and  c a n n o t  b ee  opposed  w ith o u t  

much s c a n d a l l . "  C asaubon c a r e f u l l y  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  t h i s  c o n c e rn  f o r  

" p u b l ic k e  t r a n q u i l i t y "  from  m in d le s s  c o n fo rm ity .  H is  a t t a c k  on th e  

H oyal S o c ie ty  t a k e s  th e  form  o f  a  c r i t i c i s m  o f  p ro b in g s  i n t o  n a t u r a l  

c a u s e s  beyond w hat i s  v i s i b l e  t o  th e  common e y e , r e v e a l i n g  t h a t ,  i n  

common w ith  o th e r  A n c ie n ts ,  Casaubon b e l i e v e s  th e  s e a r c h  f o r  know ledge 

n e e d s  t o  be l i m i t e d  by a  f i n e  se n se  o f  w hat ty p e  o f  know ledge i s  u s e f u l  

o r  b e n e f i c i a l . ^

Le b o s s u ,  th o u g h  more h o s t i l e  th a n  m ost A n c ie n ts  t o  th e  m o tiv e s

f o r  th e  s e c r e t  -m eanings o f  th e  a n c ie n t s ,  was t y p i c a l  i n  b a s in g  h i s

r e a d in g s  o f  Homer on th e  a s su m p tio n s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  su ch  m ean in g s , and
2

was a t t a c k e d  f o r  t h i s  v iew  by th e  m o d ern s. u t h e r  F ren c h  c r i t i c s  

d e e p ly  a d m ire d  th e  wisdom o f  th e  a n c ie n t s  i n  c o n c e a l in g  t h in g s  from  

th e  v u lg a r  e y e .  Anne L a c i e r  d e c l a r e s  t h a t ;

i t  was th e  custom  i n  Homer' s  L a y s , t o  p ro p o se  t o  th e  
P e o p le  th e  g r e a t e s t  t r u t h s  u n d e r  F a b le s  and P a r a b le s .
The w is e r  s o r t  were p ro u d  o f  d iv in g  i n t o  th o s e  m y s te r ie s  
and  d i s c o v e r in g  th e  b en se  o f  Them; And th e  V u lg a r  p a id  
R e sp e c t t o  th o s e  u e a rn e d  u b s c u r i t i e s .

She la m e n ts  t h a t  h e r  own age sh o u ld  " d e s p is e  t h e s e  V e i l s  and Shadow s, 

and V alue n o th in g  t h a t  i s  n o t  p l a i n  and open?

A u g u stan  d e f e n c e  o f  th e  a n c ie n t s  was c o n d u c te d  a lo n g  s i m i l a r

^ A B e t t e r  t o  P e t e r  d u  n o ü l in  ..(1609 ;, p .H j ;  A T r e a t i s e  o f  Use and 
Gustome ( I 6 3 8 ) .  ,

p
See P i 56 ; and  T e r r a s s o n ,  A C r i t i c a l  D i s s e r t a t i o n , 1 1 ,9 1 .

^ Anne D a c ie r ,  The I l i a d (1 ? 1 1 J, i n t r o d u c t i o n , I , v - v i , x l i ;  s e e a l s o  
A ndré D a c ie r ,  The L i f e  o f  P y th a g o ra s  11706 ) ,  pp. 24-8  ; The Works o f  
P la t o  A b r id g ' d ( I 6 9 9  j , p p .7 5 “^
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l i n e s .  Pope b e g in s  h i s  a n n o ta t io n s  t o  h i s  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  th e  I l i a d  

by  c a u t io n in g  u s  a g a i n s t  a l l e g o r i z i n g  hom er a t  th e  ex p en se  o f  

a p p r e c i a t i n g  h i s  p o e t i c  b e a u t i e s ;  an a  some c r i t i c s  a rg u e  t h ^ t  h i s  

a d m ir a t io n  f o r  hom er was p u r e ly  a e s t h e t i c . ^  how ev er, t h e r e  i s  

e v id e n c e  t h a t  e s o t e r i c  a l l e g o r y  was c e n t r a l  t o  p o p e 's  c a s e  f o r  hom er.

In  th e  a s s a y  on th e  x i ife ,  W r it in g s  and  ^ e a rn in g  o f  homer by  P a r n e l l , 

t h a t  Pope in c lu d e d  in  h i s  p r e f a c e  to  th e  t r a n s l a t i o n ,  P a r n e l l  s e n d s  th e  

p o e t  on h i s  e n t i r e l y  t r a d i t i o n a l  e r r a n d  t o  a g y p t  t o  l e a r n  " . . . r i t e s  and 

t r a d i t i o n s  w hich  were r e v e a l 'd  b u t  to  few.""^ h e re  he l e a m s  t o  u se  th e  

e s t a b l i s h e d  p o ly th e is m  so  t h a t  th e  common p e o p le  would be " a l l u r e d  t o  

a t t e n t i o n  by  p l e a s u r e  and awed w ith  th e  o p in io n  o f  a  h id d e n  m y s te ry ; 

and y e t ,  P a r n e l l  t e l l s  u s ;

. . .T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  nays o f  T ru th  s tre a m in g  th ro u g h  a l l  
t h i s  d a r k n e s s  o f  th o s e  s e n t im e n ts  he e n t e r t a i n s  
c o n c e rn in g  th e  p ro v ia e n c e  o f  th e  mods; d e l i v e r 'd  in  
s e v e r a l  A l l e g o r i e s  , l i g h t l y  v e i l 'd  o v e r ,  from  whence th e  
l e a r n e d  a f te r w a r d s  p re te n d e d  t o  draw  new k n o w led g es , e a ch  
a c c o rd in g tp  kis Power o f  p e n e t r a t i o n  and  T'ancy.

he q u o te s  th e  b e l i e f  o f  waximus T y r iu s  t h a t  " i t  i s  th e  m adness o f  m en., 

t o  d is e s te e m  w hat i s  p l a i n  and ad m ire  w hat i s  h id d e n ;  t h i s  th e  P o e ts  

d i s c o v e r in g  in v e n te d  th e  F 'able f o r  a  nemedy, when th e y  t r e a t e d  o f  h o ly  

m a t t e r s ;  w hich b e in g  more o b sc u re  th a n  C o n v e rs a tio n  and more c l e a r  th a n  

th e  R id d le ,  i s  a  mean b e tw een  know ledge and ig n o r a n c e . . .T h u s  a s  p o e ts  

i n  Name, and  p h i lo s o p h e r s  i n  m f f e c t ,  th e y  d rew  riank ind  g r a d u a l ly  t o  a

Poems o f  A le x a n d e r  P o p e , V l l , 7 ,  s e e  a l s o  p . 82 ; W arren , A le x a n d e r  . 
Pope a s  C r i t i c  and h u m a n is tCI9 6 3 ; , p p . 6 7 , lQ Q -2; b u t  f o r  t h e  v iew  
t h a t  P o p e 's  r e a d in g  o f  hom er was s t i l l  b a s i c a l l y  a l l e g o r i c a l ,  s e e  
b w ed en b erg , The T heory  o f  th e  k p i c ( l9 4 4 ; , p . 7 I .

2 Poems o f  A le x a n d e r  P o p e ,V1 1 ,4 8 . bee  A l le n ,  m y s te r io u s ly  m e a n t. and 
I v e r s e n ,  The m yth o f  m gypt and i t s  h i e r o g ly p h s ( I 9 0 I j ; W alker, The 
A n c ie n t  T h eo lo g y ( l 9 7 2 ; .
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sezi-r.ch a f t e r  T ru th ,  when th e  Name o f  P h i lo s o p h e r  w ould have b ee n  h a r s h  

and u n p le a s in g  " ( Poems o f  A lex a n d e r p o p e ,V II .  p . 6 8 -7 0 ) , P a m e l l ,  i t  

seem s t o  me, d o e s  n o t  d e p a r t  from  th e  R e n a is s a n c e  v iew  th a ÿ  th e  

e x o t e r i c  l e v e l  o f  th e  a l l e g o r y  p ro m o tes  g r e a t  p i e t y  among th e  

'c r e d u lo u s ' . T h is  i s  more th a n  a  way o f  p ro v in g  Homer to  be a  

C h r i s t i a n  b e f o r e  h i s  t im e .  As r a r n e l l ' s  rem ark  a b o u t  a b o u t  t h e  m u l t i 

tu d e  b e in g  awed by  a  " h id d e n  m y ste ry "  r e v e a l s ,  he v iew s H om eric 

a l l e g o r y  a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  t o o l ,  pope s e e s  H om er's  u se  o f  p o l y t h e i s t i c  

' l i e s ' a s  " th e  w hole b e c r e t  o f  th e  g r e a t  and th e  w ise  t o  g o v e rn  th e  

s im p le  and  ig n o r a n t  H erd" i n  th e  " f i r s t  a g e s "  ( t h e  q u o ta t i o n  i s  from  

th e  m odern , S t. kvrem ond, w hich pOpe tu r n s  on i t s  h e a d ) .  He a l s o  q u o te s  

S ta n y a n  d e f e n d in g  th e  o r a c l e s ,  " . . .w h a te v e r  ju g g l in g  t h e r e  was a s  t o  

th e  r e l i g i o u s  P a r t ,  U ra c le s  had c e r t a i n l y  a  good e f f e c t  a s  t o  th e  

P u b l ic k ;  b e in g  a d m ira b ly  s u i t e d  t o  th e  u e n iu s  o f  a  p e o p le  who would 

j o i n  i n  th e  m ost d e s p e r a t e  e x p e d i t io n . . .w h e n  th e y  u n d e rs to o d  by th e  

U ra c le ,  i t  was th e  i r r e s i s t a b l e  W ill o f  th e  c o d s  " ( i b i d , V I I l , p p . l 6 6 , ^

2 3 0 -1 )*  The c r u c i a l  q u e s t i o n ,  how ever, i s  w h e th e r  Pope and P a r n e l l  

b e l i e v e d ,  w i th  P l a t o ,  t h a t  s e c re c y  i s  a lw a y s  u s e f u l  to  th e  w ise  man, 

l i k e  Mme. L a c i e r  who c r i t i c i z e s  h e r  ag e  f o r  d e s p i s i n g  " v e i l s  an d  

sh ad o w s" , o r  w h e th e r , l i k e  b u rn e t , IH e y  see  i t  a s  h a v in g  b een  s u p e rse d e d  

by  th e  New S c ie n c e .  Can th e  " s im p le  and ig n o r a n t  H erd" be  e n l ig h te n e d ?

In  h i s  p re faceF b p e s a y s  t h a t  i t  i s  r e a s o n a b le  t o  s p e a k  l i t e r a l l y  now 

s in c e  " th e  mode o f  L e a rn in g  changed  in  fo l lo w in g  a g e s ,  and s c ie n c e  was 

d e l i v e r e d  i n  a  p l a i n e r  m an n e r ."  P a m e l l  h ow ever, s p e a k s  w ith o u t  

q u a l i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  "m adness o f  men (who) d is e s te e m  w hat i s  p l a i n . "

To r e s o lv e  t h i s  u n c e r t a i n t y  we can  c o n s id e r  p o p e 's  p r o j e c t e d  p la n  

f o r  an  e p ic  w ith  b r u tu s  a s  h e ro :

The p la n  o f  g overnm en t i s  much l i k e  o u r  o r i g i n a l  p l a n ,  
su p p o sed  so  much e a r l i e r ;  and  th e  r e l i g i o n  in t ro d u c e d  by 
him  i s  th e  b e l i e f  i n  one u o d , an d  th e  d o c t r i n e s  o f  
morality. . . b r u tu s  i s  su p p o sed  t o  have  t r a v e l l e d  i n t o  
F g y p t,  and t h e r e  t o  hav e  le a r n e d  th e  u n i ty  o f  th e  D e i ty ,
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and  th e  o th e r  p u r e r  d o c t r i n e s  a f te r w a r d s  k e p t  up in  th e  
m y s t e r i e s .
(S p e n c e , u h s e r v a t io n s .  A n ecd o tes  and  C h a r a c t e r s . 1 8 2 0 .p . 56 )

/
We can  s a y  f o r  c e r t a i n  t h a t  B r u tu s ' s e c r e t  know ledge w hich  " tu r n s

w h o lly  on c i v i l  an d  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  g o v ern m en t"  was n o t  m ere ly  C h r i s t i a n

d o c t r i n e  w h ich  i s  now g e n e r a l l y  coiiim unicatea, f o r  l a t e r  we l e a m  t h a t

th e  work was n o t  w r i t t e n  b e c a u se  i t  would have p ro v o k ed  " e v e ry  c h u rc h

on th e  f a c e  o f  th e  e a r t h  " ( i b i d , p . 7 3 ;. The m y s te ry  c u l t s  w ere , i t

a p p e a r s ,w i s e r  i n  some a s p e c t  o f  " c i v i l  and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  g o v ern m en t"

th a n  P o p e 's  own a g e .

I n  t h i s  c o n te x t  i t  i s  p e r t i n e n t  t o  n o te  t h a t  th e  s u b j e c t  o f  th e

D u n c iad  i s  th e  s p re a d  o f  a  new, v u lg a r  c u l t u r e  t o  a r i s t o c r a t i c  c i r c l e s ^

i n  a  s e n s e ,  p r e c i s e l y  th e  o p p o s i te  o f  th e  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  th e  m y s te r ie s

t o  a  new p a r t  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  w o rld . The work i s  f u l l  o f  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  
2

t h e  m y s t e r i e s .  The g o d d e ss  u u ln e s s  p r e s id e s  o v e r  a  c u l t  w hich i s  a  

c o n t r a d i c t i o n  in  te rm s ,  s in c e  i t s  aim  i s  t o  p o p u la r iz e  i t s  d o c t r i n e s .  

Pope s e t s  a  h ig h  v a lu e  on r h e t o r i c ,  " th e  a r t  by w hich  know ledge o f  

m a t te r s  b o th  s p i r i t u a l  ana  te m p o ra l was o r i e n te d  to w a rd s  th e  b e t te r m e n t  

o f\ s o c i e ty "  ( w i l l i a m s ,  r o p e 's  i ;u n c ia d , p . l 0 6 ;: t h i s  l e a d s  him  t o  

c r i t i c i z e  th e  n o d e m  sy stem  o f  e d u c a t io n ,  w hich f i r s t  t e a c h e s  a  

m a t e r i a l i s t i c  m e ta p h y s ic s  and th e n  l e a d s  y o u th s  t o  "F in d  v i r t u e  l o c a l  

a l l  R e la t io n  s c o r n , /  See a l l  "m S e l f , and b u t  f o r  s e l f  be b o m " ;  who 

"Thus i n s t r u c t e d  and p r i n c i p l e d . . . ( a r e ) a d m it te d  t o  t a s t e  th e  Gup o f  

th e  Magus ( f u l n e s s )  H igh P r i e s t ,  w hich c a r r i e s  a  t o t a l  o b l iv io n  o f  a l l  

o b l i g a t io n s  d i v i n e ,  c i v i l ,  m o ra l, o r  r a t i o n a l .  To th e s e  h e r  A d ep ts  sh e  

s e n d s  P r i e s t s . . . ;  c o n f e r s  on them  u r d e r s  and  D e g re e s ."  P o p e 's  norm 

h e r e ,  i t  h a s  b een  a r g u e d , i s  th e  N e o p la to n ic  c o n c e p t o f  th e  s a p i e n t i a l

^ W ill ia m s , P o p e 's  P u n c ia d , p . l 7

^ Howard, The M y sterv  o f  th e  U ib b e r ia n  D u n c ia d ( l 9 6 8 ) ; F a u lk n e r ," T h e  
C l a s s i c a l  and  M y th o g rap h ic  S o u rc e s  o f  p o p e 's  f u l n e s s " (1 9 7 9 -8 0 ).
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l a d d e r ,  o f  w h ich  we a r e  g iv e n  a  d i s t o r t e d  v iew  i n  th e  f r e e - th in k e r s *  

co n d e m n a tio n  o f  th o s e  who " . . . c r e e p  hy  t im id  s t e p s  and  s lo w ,/  Un 

p l a i n  F x p e r ie n c e  l a y  f o u n d a tio n s  lo w ,/  By common s e n s e  to /  common 

know ledge b r e d , /  And l a s t ,  t o  N a tu r e 's  C ause t h r o '  N a tu re  l e d . " ^  The 

v e n tu r e  beyond  "common know ledge" i s  made f i n a l l y ,  b u t  c a u t i o u s l y ,  i n  

c o n t r a s t  t o  th e  m o d ern s , who q u e s t io n  e s t a b l i s h e d  p a rad ig m s r i g h t  from  

th e  s t a r t .

I t  h a s  b ee n  a rg u e d  t h a t  th e  G r e a te r  ^ u n c ia d  was w r i t t e n  u n d e r
2

t h e  in f lu e n c e  o f  P o p e 's  f r i e n d ,  w a rb u rto n . W hether o r  n o t  t h i s  i s  th e  

c a s e ,  W arburton  i s  r e l e v a n t  t o  o u r d i s c u s s io n  a s  an  i n f l u e n t i a l  

e i g h t e e n th  c e n tu r y  t h i n k e r ,  who com bined g r e a t  a d m ir a t io n  f o r  th e  

wisdom o f  a n t i q u i t y  w ith  th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  th e  c u l t s  w ere " th e  r e t r e a t s  

o f  s e n s e  and  v i r t u e "  i n  an  i d o l a t r o u s  a g e .^  He was fa jaous f o r  h i s  

c u r io u s  a rg u m e n t, d i r e c t e d  a g i n s t  th e  f r e e - t h i n k e r s ,  t h a t  h o s e s ' 

o m is s io n  o f  an y  m en ti on o f  re w a rd s  and p u n ish m e n ts  i n  an  a f t e r l i f e ,  f a r  

from  r e v e a l i n g  t h a t  t h i s  d o c t r i n e  was n o t  p a r t  o f  an  o r i g i n a l ,  d iv in e  

r e v e l a t i o n ,  i s  d e f i n i t i v e  p r o o f  o f  n o s e s ' 'd iv in e  l e g a t i o n ' , s i n c e  a l l  

o t h e r  a n c ie n t  l e g i s l a t o r s  had r e c o u r s e  t o  an  e x o t e r i c  d o c t r i n e  o f  an  

a f t e r l i f e . - w h i c h  th e y  th e m s e lv e s  d i s b e l i e v e d ,  and l e d  i n i t i a t e s  o f  

t h e i r  m y s te ry  c u l t s  t o  r e j e c t  -  i n  o r d e r  t o  " keep  th e  p e o p le  i n  aw e, 

u n d e r  a  g r e a t e r  v e n e r a t io n  f o r  t h e i r  la w s" , and  in  th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  

o b e d ie n c e  was u l t im a t e ly  i n  t h e i r  own i n t e r e s t . ^  However, a s  some o f

Poems o f  A le x a n d e r  P o p e(o n e  volum e e d i t i o n ; , p p . 7 6 3 , 7 8 9 - 9 1 . See 
K ro p f ," E d u c a tio n  and th e  w e o p la to n ic  Id e a  o f  wisdom i n  P o p e 's
l> u n c iad "( 1 9 7 2 - 3 ) .

2 H ow ard ,"T he m y s te ry  o f  th e  C ib b e r ia n  u u n c ia d " .

^ S p en ce , u b s e r v a t io n s , p .3 0 1 .

4 D iv in e  L e g a t io n . . s e e  e s p e c i a l l y  1 , I 3 0 ,



h i s  c r i t i c s  r e a l i z e d ,  w a r b u r to n 's  a p o l o g e t i c  a im  i s  a lm o s t  oversh ad ow ed

by h i s  h ig h  e s t im a t io n  o f  th e  pagan  l a w g iv e r s ' 'd o u b le  d o c t r i n e ' ,  i n  a

way t h a t  im p l i e s  t h a t  w arburton h im e lf  saw th e  d o c t r in e  o f j d i v i n e

re w a rd s  and  p u n ish m e n ts  a s  a  u s e f u l  lie,"*"

In  f a c t  w arburton  a d m its  t h a t  h i s  lo n g  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  th e  m y s t e r ie s

and h i e r o g ly p h s ,  " th e  two g ra n d  V e h ic le s  o f  E g y p tia n  l e a r n i n g  and

R e l i g i o n . . . ( a n d ;  th e  c a r d i n a l  P o in t s  on w hich  th e  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f

G reek  a n t i q u i t y  s h o u ld  h e n c e f o r th  t u r n , "  i s  n o t  j u s t  a u x i l i a r y  p r o o f

o f  h i s  t h e s i s  b u t  was d e s ig n e d  t o  g iv e  a  s e n s e  o f  t h e  "F o rc e  and G en iu s

o f  E a s te r n  F lo c u t io n  " ( D iv in e  L é g a t io n . 1 1 .2 0 5 -6  ;. The 'd o u b le  d o c trin e * ,

by  w hich  th e  E g y p tia n  s a g e s  w ere " . . . p e r p e t u a l l y  i n c u l c a t i n g  t o  th e

p e o p le  th e  D o c tr in e  o f  a  f u t u r e  b t a t e  o f  Rewards and p u n ish m en ts  in

t h e i r  D is c o u r s e  and w r i t in g s ,  ( w h i l e ; th e y  w ere a l l  th e  w h ile

P h i lo s o p h iz in g  in  p r iv a t e  on o th e r  P r i n c i p l e s ,"  was p r a c t i s e d  o n ly  a t

th e  p ea k  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  when m o ra l and p o l i t i c a l  p h ilo s o p h y  w ere

v a lu e d  above a l l  and  i t  was r e a l i z e d  t h a t  " UTILITY And NOT TRUTH WAS

THE lND UF' RüilIG Iun. ." u i v i l i z a t i o n  d e c l in e d  when p h i lo s o p h e r s  " . . .

r e tu r n e d  b a c k  i n t o  th e  o r i g i n a l  o ld  f a s h io n e d  Road o f  P h y s ic s , r e j e c t i n g

a l l  P o l i t i c s , L e g i s l a t i o n  and L o g ic ; and a c c o r d in g ly  (w h ich  d e s e r v e s

2
o u r  N o t ic e ;  w i th  th em , r e j e c t e d  th e  use  o f  t h e  d o u b le  D o c t r in e ."  

W arburton  s a y s  t h a t  th e  F g y p tia n  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  p o l i c y  i s  a  m odel f o r  

e i g h t e e n th  c e n tu r y  m ngland i n  some r e s p e c t s  (D iv in e  L e g a t io n , 1 ,2 3 2 ,2 3 8 . 

2 6 6 - 7 ) ,  b u t  f o r  o b v io u s  r e a s o n s  c a n n o t exam ine e x p l i c i t l y  w h e th e r  i t

D e la n d ,The A dv an tag e  and N e c e s s i ty  o f  th e  C h r i s t i a n  R e v e la t io n (1 7 6 8 ) 
1 ,1 8 8 ;  S v k e s .An E x am in a tio n  o f  Fir, w a rb u r to n ' s  A ccoun t o f  th e  , 
A n t i e n t  L e g i s l a t o r s ( 1 7 4 4 ) ,p p .2 - 3 .  Bee M anuel, The E ig h te e n th  C e n tu ry  
C o n f ro n ts  th e  G o d s ( l9 3 9 ) ,p .6 j  f o r  th e  v iew  t h a t  W arburton  was a  
d e i s t .  I f  he w as, i t  was i n  a  c o n c e a le d  way, f o r  h i s  o v e r t  a im  i s  
t o  d e fe n d  th e  C h r i s t i a n  r e v e l a t i o n ,  a f t e r l i f e  and  a l l .  kuNn.
" E n g l is h  D eism  and R om antic s y n c r e t i s m " ( I 9 3 6 ), s e e s  W arburton  a s  
d e f e n d in g  th e  C hu rch . F'or th e  c o n n e c t io n  b e tw een  d e ism  and  th e  
A n c ie n ts  s e e  L ove jo y ," T h e  P a r a l l e l  6f  D eism  k C la s s i c i s m " ( I 9 3 I - 2 ) .

^ I b i d  1 , 3 0 3 - 1 9 . See a l s o  1 1 ,9 4 -1 3 7  f o r  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  h ie r o g ly p h s  
b a s e d  on s i m i l a r  p r i n c i p l e s ,  w hich Pope s i n g l e s  o u t f o r  s p e c i a l
p r a i s e  -  C o r r e sp o n d e n c e , IV , 3 4 1 .
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was so  i n  t h i s  a s  w e l l ,  a l th o u g h  1  b e l i e v e  th e  in f e r e n c e  t h a t  i t  was

can  u n m is ta k a b ly  be draw n from  a  c a r e f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  th e  work a s

a  w h o l e ^

we can  f i n d  an  i d e n t i c a l  view  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  p o l i t i c a l  wisdom in

th e  w ork o f  B la c k w e ll  (q u o te d  p . 5?  and c i t e d  i n  th e  D iv in e  n e g a t i o n , ! ,

2 3 1 ) ;  Homer, l i k e  th e  o th e r  a n c ie n t  s a g e s ,  r e c o g n iz e d  t h a t  a  l i v e l y

l i t e r a l  l e v e l  can  be .'.'..the g r e a t  B r id le  o f  th e  m u l t i t u d e ,  t o  whose

P a s s io n s ,  th e y  knew, th e y  were o b lig e d  t o  s p e a k , an d  c o u ld  n e v e r

2p r e te n d  t o  g o v e rn  them  by R eason and p h i lo s o p h y ."  B la c k w e l l 's  and  

W a rb u r to n 's  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  i d o l a t r y  a s  a  n e c e s s a r y  accom m odation  t o  

t h e  'v u lg a r ' would have s t r u c k  a  ch o rd  in  s e v e r a l  R e n a is sa n c e  c r i t i c s ,  

a s  we hav e  s e e n ;  and he i s  a l s o  t r a d i t i o n a l  i n  s e e in g  p o e t r y  a s  a  s o r t  

o f  h e r o ic  m adness i n  w hich th e  a r t s  o f  th e  l e g i s l a t o r ,  t h e o lo g ia n  and  

p h i lo s o p h e r  a r e  co m b in ed . He makes th e  co n te m p o ra ry  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  

v iew s c l e a r ,  when he c o n t r a s t s  t o  su c h  'p o e ts ' f r e e - t h i n k e r s ,  who a r e  

p h i lo s o p h e r s  w ith o u t  c o n c e rn  f o r  what i s  o f p r a c t i c a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  

b e n e f i t ;

How u n l ik e  i n  t h i s  t o  some A u th o rs  o f  o u r  own G row thI 
Who I  h a r d ly  know f o r  w hat Dnd, have w r i t t e n  a g a i n s t  th e  
R e l ig io n  o f  T h e i r  C o u n try , and  w ith o u t  p r e te n d in g  t o  
b u b s t i t u t e  a n y th in g  b e t t e r , o r  more p r a c t i c a b l e ,  i n  i t s  
p l a c e ,  w ou 'd  d e p r iv e  u s  o f  o u r happy m s ta b l is h m e n t .
( i b i d , p p . 7 7 -6 ; se e  a l s o  l f l - 7 .  B ut f o r  t h e  * iew  t h a t  
t h e r e  w ere some new t r e n d s  i n  B la c k w e l l 's  th o u g h t ,  s e e  
bw edenberg . The T heory  o f  th e  m p ic , p p . 7 4 -8 )

B la c k w e ll  c i t e s  S o c r a t e s '  v iew  from  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  P h a e d ru s , t h a t  

t h e  l i t e r a l  m eaning o f  m yth sh o u ld  n o t  be q u e s t io n e d ,  b u t  r a t h e r

1

2

Among o th e r  e ig h t e e n th  c e n tu ry  t h i n k e r s  who a g r e e  w ith  W arburton  on 
th e  c r u c i a l  p o i n t  o f  th e  need  f o r  an  e x o t e r i c ,  c i v i l  r e l i g i o n ,  s e e  
th e  Abbe B a r th é lé m y , T ra v e ls  o f  A n a c h a r s i s ( 1 7 9 4 ) , I , 1 1 0 -1 1 ; I I , 341 , 
3 6 5 ; V ,4 9 0 ,4 7 4 -5 ;  V I ,2 - 4 .  B arth é lé m y  s e v e r a l  t im e s  shows th e  
P l a t o n i c  b e l i e f  t h a t  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  t r u t h  i s  i n  a  s e n s e  s u b o r d in a te  
t o  p o l i t i c a l  and  m o ra l u t i l i t y .

E n q u iry  i n t o  th e  L i f e  and W ritin g s  o f  Homer(1 7 3 5 ) . P . 1 4 3 .
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r e i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  a  p r i v a t e ,  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s e n s e  ( E n q u iry , p p .2 0 9 -1 4 ) .

S im i l a r  v iew s  can  be found  in  th e  w orks o f  B o lin g b ro k e ,  who 

b e l i e v e d  th e  E g y p tia n s  were w is e r  th a n  h i s  own ag e , and p r a i s e d  t h e i r  

l e g i s l a t o r s  f o r  e n c o u ra g in g  i d o l a t r y ;

A p p e a ls  t o  th e  re a s o n  o f  an reasonab le  men w ould have had 
l i t t l e  e f f e c t ;  and th e y  had no pow er t o  f o r c e  in w ard  
c o n v ic t i o n ,  any  more th a n  ou tw ard  p r o f e s s i o n . . . ( s o  th e y )  
em ployed t h e r e f o r e  th e  o n ly  e x p e d ie n t ,  a s  bad a  one a s  i t  
w as, t h a t  th e y  h ad , s u f f i c i e n t  t o  f o r c e  b o th ;  th e  d re a d  
o f  a  s u p e r io r  pow er, m a in ta in e d  and c u l t i v a t e d  by s u p e r 
s t i t i o n ,  and a p p l ie d  by p o l i c y .
( w orks( 1 7 3 4 - 9 8 )1 X 1 ,2 2 2 -6  ;

A s i m i l a r 'd o u b l e  doctrine!*  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  a l l  c i v i l i z e d  p e r io d s  ( i b i d ,

2 4 3 - 6 ) .

A n o th e r  a c q u a in ta n c e  o f  r o p e 's  who s h a re d  some o f  th e s e  b e l i e f s  

was Andrew Ram say. ^ u ik e  th e  o th e r  A n c ie n ts  we have d i s c u s s e d ,  he 

e n v is a g e s  a  s e r i e s  o f  w ise  l e g i s l a t o r s  who r e in t r o d u c e  'p o l i t e n e s s ' , 

and  w ith  i t  t h e  'd o u b le  d o c t r i n e ' . H erm es, f o r  i n s t a n c e ;

. . . c o n c e a l 'd  th e  m y s te r ie s  o f  R e l ig io n  u n d e r  bym bols, 
H ie ro g ly p h ic k s  and a l l e g o r i e s ;  and  e x p o s 'd  n o th in g  t o  th e  
myes o f  th e  V u lg ar b u t  th e  B e a u t ie s  o f  h i s  m o r a l i t y .
T h is  h a s  been  th e  method o f  th e  b ag e s  i n  a l l  T im es, and 
o f  th e  g r e a t  u e g i s l a t o r s  i n  a l l  C o u n t r ie s .  T hese  d iv in e  
men knew, t h a t  c o r ru p te d  m inds c o u ld  n o t  r e l i s h  su b lim e  
T r u th s ,  t i l l * t h e  H e a rt was p u r g 'd  o f  i t s  l a s s i o n s . . .  
( T r a v e ls  o f  C y ru s , I , 197» bee a l s o  The P h i lo s o p h ic a l;yrus,i,i9 

45779- 22.)P r i n c i p l e s ( 1 7

The e s o t e r i c  t e a c h in g s  o f  th e  a n c ie n t s  a r e  th e  c e n t r a l  them e o f  The 

T r a v e ls  o f  C y ru s .

A q u e ry  a b o u t  th e  m ssay o f  Fian was p e rh a p s  th e  f i r s t  o f  t h e i r  
c o n t a c t s  -  s e e  b p en c e , ub serv a tio z i% p . 4 2 . I n  two l e t t e r s  t o  b w i f t ,  
Hamsay th a n k s  him  f o r  r e a d in g  h i s  work w ith  "g o o d n ess  and p a t i e n c e "  
and  ev en  f o r  h i s  " o b l ig in g  z e a l"  w ith  w hich  he e n d e a v o u rs  t o  make 
h i s  "w ork e s tee m ed "  -  b w i f t .  C o rre sp o n d e n c e , I I I ,2 2 3 ,3 3 1 . The work 
r e f e r r e d  t o  i s  c e r t a i n l y  th e  T r a v e ls  o f  C y ru s(1 7 2 7 ) , w h ich  S w if t  
p o s s e s s e d  -  rt. W ill ia m s , mean b w i f t ' s  L i b r a r y , c a ta lo g u e  n o . 4 9 6 . 
bee  W alker, The A n c ie n t T h eo lo g y , p . 23 8 .



Une can  c o n c lu d e  from  t h i s  b r i e f  s u rv e y  t h a t  th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  

c e r t a i n  t r u t h s  w ere h o s t i l e  t o  th e  v e ry  f a b r i c  o f  s o c i e t y  was 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e  A n c ie n ts ,  and  t h a t ,  a s  a  n a t u r a l  c o n se q u en ce  o f  

t h i s ,  th e y  h e ld  t h a t  th o s e  who know th e s e  t r u t h s  m ust im pose upon t h e i r  

p u b l i c  co m m u n ica tio n s  c e r t a i n  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  I  w ould a rg u e  t h a t  th e  

'd o u b le  d o c t r i n e '  th e y  fo u n d  i n  H om eric a l l e g o r y  and  th e  m y s te ry  c u l t s  

was n o t  m e re ly  an  in g e n io u s  way o f  denying- t h a t  th e  a n c i e n t s  w ere 

i d o l a t r o u s ,  n o r  o f  d e m o n s t r a t in g  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  d e i s t i c  p e r e n n ia l  

p h i lo s o p h y ,^  f o r  n e i t h e r  o f  th e s e  t h e o r i e s  a c c o u n t f o r  th e  f a c t  t h a t  

th e y  a r e  o f t e n  more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  th e  e x o t e r i c  th a n  th e  e s o t e r i c  

d o c t r i n e .  The fo rm e r  i s  a  n o b le  l i e ,  w ith o u t  w hich th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  i s  

u n a b le  t o  c i v i l i z e  m ank ind . T here  i s  l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  

b e tw een  th e  A n c ie n ts  and th e  t r a d i t i o n  d i s c u s s e d  in  C h a p t e r T h e  

M oderns a l s o  p e r c e iv e d  th e  c e n t r a l  im p o rta n c e  o f  s e c r e c y  t o  th e  

A n c ie n ts ,  and f r e q u e n t l y  s in g le d  i t  o u t f o r  c r i t i c i s m .

A ll  t h i s  m akes i t  odd t h a t  b w if t  sh o u ld  a s s o c i a t e  m odern ism  w ith  

s e c r e c y ,  a s  he  d o e s  i n  th e  T a le  -, and when one lo o k s  a t  th e  im m ed ia te  

c o n te x t  o f  th e  T a le  th e  p ro b lem  becom es even  more b a f f l i n g .  I t  was 

in te n d e d ,  i n  p a r t ,  a s  a  r e p ly  t o  B e n tle y  and w o tto n ; two m oderns who 

had a t t a c k e a  T e m p le 's  m ssay on A n c ie n t and m odern L e a rn in g ( l 6 9 0 j , 

w hich  was i t s e l f  in te n d e d  a s  a  r e p ly  t o  th e  work o f  two m oderns a l r e a d y  

d i s c u s s e d  -B u rn e t  and  F’o n t e n e l l e .  The te n d e n c y  i s  t o  t h i n k  o f  Temple 

a s  a  pompous d i l e t t a n t e  ( E l i a s . b w if t  a t  moor P a r k ) ,  w hich  i s  p e rh a p s  

p a r t l y  j u s t i f i e d ,  b u t  i n  many ways he i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  th e  A ncients. 

He was ra n k e d  a lo n g s id e  Locke by some A u g u s tan s  ( s e e , f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  

S p en ce , O b s e r v a t io n s ,p p .2 3 - 4 ) .

^ Kuhn, " E n g lis h  D eism  and R om antic S y n c re tis m " ;  W a lk e r ,The A n c ie n t 
T h eo lo g y ; S c h m i t t , " B e re n n ia l  P h ilo s o p h y :  S te u c o  t o  L e i b n i z " ( I 9 6 6 ) ;  
Cook, " L e ib n iz  and C h in ese  T hought"  ( I 9 8 I ) .
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AS we hav e  s e e n ,  Temple d id  n o t  b e l i e v e  p r i n t i n g  was o f  any  u se  . 

i n  p r e s e r v in g  'p o l i t e n e s s '  ( s e e  p . lO S ) ,  I n  p r e c l a s s i c a l  and  c l a s s i c a l  

t im e s  th e  w ork o f  p r e s e r v a t i o n  was p e rfo rm ed  by " . . . c o l l è g u e ,  o r  

s o c i e t i e s  o f  p r i e s t s ,  [w h ic h ] were m ig h ty  r e s e r v o i r s  o r  l a k e s  o f  know

le d g e ,  i n t o  w h ich  some s tre a m s  e n te r e d  p e rh a p s  e v e ry  ag e  from  th e  

o b s e r v a t io n s  o r  in v e n t io n s  o f  any g r e a t  s p i r i t s  o r  t r a n s c e n d e n t  

g e n iu s e s  t h a t  hap p en  t o  r i s e  among th e m ."  The c y c le  o f  'p o l i t e n e s s '  

t h a t  o c c u r re d  i n  c l a s s i c a l  G reece  was in tro d u c e d  by " g r e a t  s p i r i t s "  

l i k e  U rp h eu s , Homer, P la to  and r y th a g o r a s  t r a v e l l i n g  e a s t  t o  be 

i n i t i a t e d  i n t o  t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Even i n  " r e g io n s  a c c o u n te d  

commonly so  b a rb a ro u s  and ru d e "  t h e r e  were p a r t i c u l a r  s u c c e s s io n s  o f  

men d e d ic a te d  t o  l e a r n i n g  th o u g h  th e  m a jo r i ty  w ere in d e e d  ig n o r a n t  

( E ssay  on A n c ie n t  and  m odem  L e a rn in g ,p p .3 9 - 4 7 ) .

The o r i g i n a t o r s  o f  t h e s e  c o l l e g e s  w ere p re su m a b ly  th e  g r e a t  p o e t s ,
1

h e r o e s  and p r o p h e ts  d i s c u s s e d  i n  u f  H e ro ic  V i r t u e . T hese  l a w g iv e r s ,  

w h ile  a l l  th e m s e lv e s  a d h e r in g  t o  th e  same p u re  b u t  r a t h e r  v a g u e ly  

s p e c i f i e d  th e o lo g y , w ere unanim ous i n  t h e i r  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  th e  n e c e s s i t y  

o f  an  e x o t e r i c  r e l i g i o n  f o r  th e  'v u lg a r ' . In  C h in a , Eohu an d  C o n fu c iu s  

s e t  up a  reg im e  i n  w h ich  th e  m a jo r i ty  were i d o l  w o rs h ip p e r s ,  w h ile  th e  

le a r n e d  " . . . a d o r e  th e  s p i r i t  o f  th e  w orld  w hich  th e y  h o ld  t o  be 

e t e r n a l ; and  t h i s  w ith o u t  te m p le s ,  i d o l s  o r  p r i e s t s . "  mango Gapac and  

h i s  s i s t e r  c i v i l i z e  th e  p r e v io u s ly  sav ag e  P e ru v ia n s  by te a c h in g  them  t o  

w o rsh ip  th e  s u n , w h ile  a g a in  th e  le a r n e d  w o rsh ip  o n ly  "he t h a t  a n im a te s  

o r  e n l iv e n s  th e  w o r ld ."  The f e a r l e s s n e s s  o f  th e  n o r th e r n  r a c e s  i n  

b a t t l e  i s  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  a n o th e r  e x tre m e ly  u s e f u l  pag an  d o c t r i n e ,  

n am ely , t h a t  th o s e  who d ie d  i n  b a t t l e  w ould be  rew ard ed  i n  an

^ P . 9 8 . T e m p le 's  v iew  i s  b a s i c a l l y  a  s e c u la r i z e d  v e r s io n  o f  th e  
N e o p la to n ic  n o t io n  o f  th e  'h e r o ic  f u r y ' s o  p o p u la r  i n  th e  
R e n a is s a n c e  -  K l ib a n s k y . b a tu m  and  m e la n c h o ly ( 1 9 6 4 ) ,p . 247 & p ass im .
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a f t e r l i f e  ( Üf H e ro ic  V i r tu e , p p . 1 1 2 -4 2 j . ^ :Cn T em p le ts  a c c o u n t ,  th e  

p o e t s  o f  a n t i q u i t y  re se m b le  th e  l e g i s l a t o r s  j u s t  d i s c u s s e d  i n  tha); th e y  

p o s s e s s e d  'H e ro ic  v i r t u e '  , w h ich  made t h e i r  w orks p r o f i t a b iy s , b u t  a l s o  

an  e x t r a  a b i l i t y  t o  e n t e r t a i n .  F o r T em ple, a s  f o r  b p e n s e r ,  whose 

a l l e g o r i e s  Tem ple r a t h e r  s t r a n g e ly  c r i t i c i z e s  a s  to o  o b v io u s , th e  p o e t  

i s  a l s o  a  ' l a w g i v e r ' , whose wisdom seem s t o  be o f  d iv i n e  o r i g i n  t o  th e  

'v u l g a r ' . Homer, whose know ledge and in v e n t io n  w ere " u n iv e r s a l " ,  i s  

an  ex a m p le . He was one o f  th o s e  who in v e n te d  th e  " r i d d l e s ,  p a r a b l e s ,  

o r  f a b l e s ,  w h e re in  w ere couched  by th e  a n c i e n t s  many s t r a i n s  o f  n a t u r a l  

and  m o ra l wisdom " ( u f  P o e t r y , p p .1 7 3 -9 5 ).

In  W o tto n 's  r e p l y  t o  Temple th e  c e n t r a l  them e becom es th e  r o l e  o f  

s e c r e c y  i n  T e m p le 's  schem e, n o t  s u r p r i s i n g l y  c o n s id e r in g  i t s  im p o rta n c e  

i n  a l l  t h r e e  o f  th e  e s s s a y s  d i s c u s s e d ;

b e f o r e  I  exam ine S i r  w il l ia m  T e m p le 's  Schem e, S te p  by 
b t e p ,  1  s h a l l  o f f e r ,  a s  th e  G eo m ete rs d o , some few  t h in g s  
a s  P o s t u l a t a ; w hich a r e  so  v e ry  p l a i n ,  t h a t  th e y  w i l l  be 
a s s e n te d  t o  a s  soon  a s  th e y  a r e  p ro p o s e d . ( 1 ;  T h a t a l l  
Men who make a  M ystery  o f  r i a t t e r s  o f  iiO a m in g , and  
i n d u s t r i o u s l y  o b l ig e  t h e i r  s c h o la r s  t o  c o n c e a l  t h e i r  
D i c t a t e s ,  g iv e  th e  w orld  g r e a t  R eason t o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  
t h e i r  know leage i s  a l l  J u g g l in g  and T r ic k .
( R e f l e c t io n s  on A n c ie n t and m odem  L e a rn in g (1694

He g o e s  on t o  a s s o c i a t e  Temple w ith  p r e c i s e l y  th e  ty p e  o f  e c c e n t r i c  

H e rm e tic ism  w ith  w h ich  b w if t  a t t e m p ts  t o  l i n k  W otton h im s e l f  th ro u g h o u t  

th e  T a le  ( i b i d , p p . 9 0 -1 2 2 ) .

The p e r s o n a l  b e l i e f s  o f  th e  A n c ie n ts  no d o u b t d i f f e r e d  w id e ly  and 

i t  is u n im p o r ta n t  t o  my t h e s i s  t o  d e te rm in e  w hat th e y  w e re , beyond th e  

f a c t  t h a t  th e y  d i s a g r e e d  w ith  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  r e l i g i o u s ,  b e l i e f s

1 T h ere  i s  t h e r e f o r e  an  e le m e n t o f  t r u t h  i n  G i l b e r t  B u r n e t 's  v iew  
t h a t  Tem ple " . . . t h o u g h t  r e l i g i o n  was o n ly  f o r  th e  mob. He was a  
g r e a t  a d m ir e r  o f  th e  s e c t  o f  G o n fu c iu s  i n  C h in a , who w ere a t h e i s t s  
th e m s e lv e s  b u t  l e f t  r e l i g i o n  t o  th e  r a b b l e . "  T em ple, F iv e  
F iis c e l la n e o u s  m ssa y s , p . v i i i .  Though a g a in ,  t h i s  v iew  i s  e x p re s s e d  
c o v e r t l y ,  s in c e  Temple e x c lu d e s  p ro p h e ts  from  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  on th e  
g ro u n d s  t h a t  th e y  w ere d i v i n e l y  i n s p i r e d .  Of H e ro ic  V i r t u e , p . 9 8 . 
N e v e r th e l e s s ,  Temple i s  e x c e p t io n a l  among th e  A n c ie n ts  b e c a u s e  o f  
t h e  o p en n e ss  o f  h i s  d e ism .
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t o  a  g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s e r  e x t e n t ;  b u t  I  would s u g g e s t  t h a t  th e y  w ere 

u n i t e d  i n  t h e i r  v iew  t h a t  i t  i s  f a r  more u s e f u l  p o l i t i c a l l y  t o  work 

w i th in  th o s e  b e l i e f s  th a n  t o  q u e s t io n  th em . The p a s s a g e  q i^ t e d  

p r e v io u s ly  from  th e  T h o u g h ts  on R e l ig io n  im p l i e s ,  a s  we have s e e n ,  t h a t  

S w if t  was i n  a g re e m e n t w ith  t h i s  v iew , a s  d o e s  h i s  p e r s o n a 's  d o u b t a s  

t o  w h e th e r  th e  " B a n is h in g  o f  a l l  N o tio n s  o f  R e l i g i o n . . .w ould  be 

c o n v e n ie n t  f o r  th e  V u lg a r " ( s e e  p p jo ia n d  W ) . Bloom a rg u e s  t h a t  

S w i f t 's  a d h e re n c e  t o  P l a t o  le d  him t o  d e fe n d  th e  C hurch  th o u g h  in  f a c t  

he- was a  n o n -b e iiev er(B lo o m ,"A n  O u tl in e  o f  G u l l i v e r 's  T r a v e l s " , p .2 4 0 ) .

Une can  add  a l s o  th e  w a rn in g  g iv e n  in  th e  s e n t im e n ts  o f  a  C hurch o f  

E n g lan d  man(1 7 0 8 ) t h a t  " . . . a n y  g r e a t  S e p a r a t io n  from  th e  e s t a b l i s h e d  

W orsh ip , a l th o u g h  t o  a  new one t h a t  i s  more p u re  and p e r f e c t ,  may be an  

o c c a s io n  o f  e n d a n g e r in g  th e  p u b l i c k  P e a c e . . . , "  w hich  i s  why " . . . P la to  

l a y s  i t  down a s  a  maxim, t h a t  men ou g h t t o  w o rsh ip  th e  G o d s ,a c c o rd in g  

t o  th e  uaws o f  th e  c o u n t r y ." ^  The f a c t  t h a t  th e  A n c ie n ts /m o d e m s  

d e b a te  was i n  one o f  i t s  a s p e c t s  h ig h ly  p o l i t i c a l  i s  e v id e n t  from  th e  

way i t  becam e a  sym bol f o r  t h e  r i f t  b e tw een  th e  h ig h  and th e  l o w  C h u rch . 

T e m p le 's  v iew  t h a t  " r e l i g i o n  was o n ly  f o r  th e  mob", i n  th e  h o s t i l e  

p h r a s in g  o f  th e  l o w  C hurch  h i s t o r i a n  B u m e t ,  was f a r  from  d e p r e c i a t i n g  

th e  v a lu e  o f  an  e s t a b l i s h e d  r e l i g i o n ;  i n  f a c t  q u i t e  th e  r e v e r s e ,
3

ju d g in g  from  th e  n a tu r e  o f  h i s  s u p p o r t  i n  th e  c o n t r o v e r s y .  I m p l i c i t

B w if t , W orks, I I ,1 1 - 2 .  F'or th e  common d e fe n c e  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a s  o f  
g r e a t  u t i l i t y  a s  a  way o f  p ro m o tin g  m o ra l b e h a v io u r  among th e  common 
p e o p le  (w h ic h  o f  c o u r s e  by  no means p r e c lu d e s  b e l i e f  t h a t  i t  i s  a l s o  
t h e  t r u e  r e l i g i o n )  s e e  S w i f t 's  v iew  t h a t  th e  " t r u e  m ise ry  o f  th e  
H ea th en  W orld" was n o t  t h a t  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r s  w ere i g n o r a n t  i n  th e  
" A r t i c l e  o f  m o r a l i ty "  b u t  " . . . t h e  Want o f  a  D iv in e  S a n c t io n ,  w i th o u t  
w h ich , t h e  D i c t a t e s  o f  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r s  f a i l e d  i n  th e  P o in t  o f  
A u th o r i ty "  -  W orks, I X ,7 4 . See a l s o  R o g e rs ,The N e c e s s i ty  o f
D iv in e  R e v e la t io n ^ 1 7 2 7 ) ,p p .7 -4 3 ; L e la n d ,The A dvan tage and N e c e s s i ty  
o f  t h e  C h ris tâ à .n  R e v e la t io n , 1 , 3 -2 3 ; S h e r id a n . B r i t i s h  E d u c a t io n ( 1 7 %  ). 
p p . 7 9 - 8 1 .

J a c o b , The N ew to n ian s and th e  E n g l is h  R e v o lu t io n , p . 78

^ See W a rb u r to n '8 d e fe n c e  o f  an  e s t a b l i s h e d  r e l i g i o n  on th e  g ro u n d s  o f  
i t s  suprem e u se  t o  th e  s t a t e  -  The A l l ia n c e  o f  C hurch & S t a t e (1 7 3 6 ) .



i n  T em p le ' sschem e was a  h ig h  e s t im a t io n  o f  t h e  im p o rta n c e  o f  th e  

p r i e s t h o o d .  A t th e  o t h e r  ex trem e  w ere f r e e - t h i n k e r s  l i k e  k o n te n e l l e  

and  B lo u n t ,  whose m odernism  was in s e p a r a b l e  from  t h e i r  d i s g u s t  a t  th e  

M a c h ia v e l l ia n is m  o f  p r i e s t s  o f  a l l  p e r io d s .

The a t t i t u d e  t o  wisdom w hich B w ift a t t r i b u t e s  t o  th e  " u ru b e a n ' 

b a g e s"  i s  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  one we would e x p e c t  him  t o  d e fe n d  i f  he w ere a  

s e r io u s  A n c ie n t .  The p a r a l l e l s  go beyond th e  d e f e n c e  o f  s e c r e c y  - t h e  

"tw o j u n i o r  s t a r t - u p  s o c i e t i e s "  r e p r e s e n t  th e  two m ain f o r c e s  h o s t i l e  

t o  t h e  A n c ie n ts :  th e  f r e e - t h i n k i n g  w i t s  and  th e  A oyal b o c ie ty  (T a rc o v ,

" S w if t  and  S o c r a t e s " , p . 2 4 ; .  H is c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  " s u p e r f i c i a l  v e in  

[ o ^  many r e a d e r s  o f th e  p r e s e n t  Age" i s  i d e n t i c a l  w ith  t h a t  o f  Tem ple 

and  i'lme. u a c i e r  ( s e e  p .l3 4  , and T e m p le 's  Uf l o e t r y , p p . 1 7 8 -9 5 ) .  The 

o b v io u s  c o n c lu s io n  i s  t h a t  S w if t  i s  a c t u a l l y  more i n  a g re e m e n t w ith  th e  

m odem s th a n  th e  A n c ie n ts  on t h i s  c e n t r a l  p o in t  i n  th e  d i s p u t e ;  and , a s  

we have s e e n , i t  h a s  b ee n  a rg u e d  t h a t  S w if t  . s e c r e t l y  d i s l i k e d  and  

opposed  T em p le .^  B u t S w if t ,  a t  l e a s t  o v e r t l y ,  s a t i r i z e s  th e  m odem s 

h e r e  a s  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  T a l e , and in  f a c t  l i n k s  them  r a t h e r  th a n  th e  

A n c ie n ts  w ith  e s o t e r i c i s m .

 ̂ See s l i a s , S w ift a t  moor Bark. Some o f the im p lic a t io n s  k l ia s
d ra w s  fro m  S w i f t 's  üde -to  S i r  W illiam  Tem ple seem s u s p e c t  t o  me; 
f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  w here he t a k e s  t h e  g am b lin g  m e tap h o r S w if t  u s e s  in  
d i s c u s s i n g  T e m p le 's  d ip lo m a tic  s u c c e s s e s  a s  e v id e n c e  o f  a  d e s i r e  t o  
d e p r e c i a t e  th em . The n o t io n  t h a t  c i v i l i z e d  v a lu e s  w i l l  i n e v i t a b l y  
" a t  th e  l a s t "  be sw ep t " a l l  away" i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  th e  schem e o f  
T e m p le 's  k s s a y  on A n c ie n t and m odem  ^ e a rn in g  and  o f  many o th e r  
A n c ie n ts  d i s c u s s e d ,  who u s u a l ly  e n v is a g e d  " b a rb a r ism "  a s  o n ly  w arded 
o f f  f o r  a  w h ile  by  h e r o ic  e f f o r t s . ( s e e  k l i a s , p . 8 9 ,  and S w i f t , The 
C om plete  H o e m s ,p .j4  f o r  h i s  v iew  t h a t  "U o th ic  Swarms" w i l l  soon  
" b re a k  a l l  t h i s  p e a c e f u l  g o vem m entv ) ' " . I  would n o t,  on th e
o t h e r  hand, s u g g e s t  t h a t  S w if t  fo l lo w e d  Temple s l a v i s h l y  i n  e v e ry  
d e t a i l  o f  h i s  th o u g h t .



/4'7

I  can  t h i n k  o f  no r e a s o n  why S w if t  s h o u ld  c o v e r t l y  a t t a c k  th e  

A n c ie n ts 'a d v o c a c y  o f  s e c r e c y .  T h ere  i s  i n  f a c t  e v id e n c e  t h a t  S w if t  i s  

c o v e r t l y  d e f e n d in g  s e c r e c y ,  a p a r t  from  th e  c o n te x t  j u s t  d i ^ u s s e d  and 

th e  i n d i c a t i o n s  a l r e a d y  m en tio n ed  t h a t  S w if t  c o n d u c ts  su ch  a  d e fe n c e  

e ls e w h e re  i n  th e  T a l e . T h e re  a r e  i m p l i c a t io n s  i n  th e  l e t t e r  t h a t  

acco m p an ied  S w i f t 's  üde t o  th e  A th e n ia n  S o c ie ty  t l i a t  d e s p i t e  h i s  

l a u d a to r y  t o n e ,  he c o n s id e r e d  th e  e n t e r p r i s e  t o  be some "new

f o l l y , j u s t  s u i t a b l e  t o  th e  Age" ( s e e  a l i a s .  S w if t  a t  moor l a r k , p . 9 4 ) .  

C e r t a i n l y  The H is to ry  o f  th e  A th en ian  S o c ie ty CI6 9 6 ) r e v e a le d  t h a t  th e  

S o c ie ty  was th o ro u g h ly  m odem  in  i t s  h o s t i l e  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd s  th e  

s e c r e c y  o f  th e  c l a s s i c a l  p h i lo s o p h e r s  and  i t s  c o n c e rn  w ith  p o p u la r i z in g  

know ledge :

The d e s ig n  a s  w e ll  a s  th e  p e rfo rm an c e  seem s so  e x t r a o r d  -  
i n a r y ,  t h a t  when 1 r e f l e c t  on i t ,  I  o f t e n  a d m ire , t h a t  
th e  g e n e r a l ,  n a y , u n iv e r s a l  A dvan tage i t  b r i n g s ,  s h o u ld  
n e v e r  have i n s p i r e d  anyone t o  have th o u g h t  o f  i t  b e f o r e  
now; t i l l  I  c o n s id e r ,  t h a t  th e  Good o f  1‘jan k in d  was n o t  
t h e  aim  o f  th e  G re c ia n  p h i lo s o p h e r s ,  so  much a s  t h e i r  own 
P e r s o n a l  G l o r y . . . a n d  t o  m a in ta in  t h i s ,  'tw a s  n e c e s s a ry  

f o r  them  n o t  t o  com m unicate B e a m in g  to  an y  bu t- t h e i r  
im m ed ia te  H e a re r s ,  who by word o f  m outh were t o  d e l i v e r  
i t  t o  t h e i r  successo rs in  th e  s c h o o l s .  T h is  made a l l  
t h e i r  d o c t r i n e s  c o n f in 'd  t o  t h e i r  G ym nasia, t h e i r  P o rc h e s  
and G a rd e n s . ( H is to ry  o f  th e  A th e n ia n  b o c i e t y , p . 1 ) .

T h is  m akes much o f  th e  ode i r o n i c a l ,  f o r  S w if t  c o n v e r t s  th e  S o c ie ty  

i n t o  one o f  th e  s e c r e t  c o l l e g e s ,  b e lo v e d  by th e  A n c ie n ts ,  w hich 

p r e s e r v e s  l e a r n i n g  ev en  a m id s t th e  g r e a t e s t  c a t a s t r o p h e s .  In  s t a n z a s  

I I I - V  th e  m ain them e o f  th e  poem i s  in t ro d u c e d  ; s e c r e c y .  The S o c ie ty  

i s  a d d re s s e d  f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e  a s  "Ye g r e a t  unknown" , a  t i t l e  w hich 

S w if t  u s e s  th ro u g h o u t  th e  poem. He c o n s i s t e n t l y  s e e s  i t s  an o n y m ity  a s  

e v id e n c e  f o r  t h e i r  w ise  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  th e  n eed  t o  v e i l  g r e a t  l e a r n i n g  

from  th e  v u lg a r  e y e .  riank ind  i s  d iv id e d  i n t o  t h r e e  g ro u p s :  s a g e s

( o f t e n  com pared t o  h e r o e s ,  1 1 . 284 and  8 8 j and two ty p e s  o f  f o o l .

The h e ro  u s a g e s  su rro u n d  th e m s e lv e s  w ith  m y s te ry  : "And you  whom P l u t o 's
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helm  d o e s  w is e ly  s h ro u d /  From u s  th e  b l i n d  and th o u g h t l e s s  c ro w d ,/  

d ik e  t h e  fam ed h e ro  i n  h i s  m o th e r 's  c l o u d , /  Who b o th  o u r  f o l l i e s  and 

im p e r t in e n c e s  s e e , /  d o  la u g h  p e rh a p s  a t  t h e i r s ,  and p i t y  M n e  and me" 

( C om plete p o e m s , p . 4 9 j .  T h e i r  s e c re c y  g iv e s  r i s e  t o  two o p p o s i te  

r e a c t i o n s .  Among th e  f i r s t  g ro u p  o f  f o o l s ,  " A ll  m e r i t  t h a t  t r a n s c e n d s  

th e  hum ble r u l e s /  Uf [ t h e i ^  own d a z z le d ,  s c a n ty  s e n s e /  B e g e ts  a  

k in d e r  f o l l y  and  im p e r t in e n c e /  Uf a d m ir a t io n  and  o f  p r a i s e "  ( C om plete 

Poem s, p . 4 9 ; .  The seco n d  g ro u p , " p o ss e s s e d  o f  p r e s e n t  v o g u e" , have 

f a l l e n  i n t o  a n  e x c e s s  o f  'c u r i o s i t y '  w h ich . S w if t  in fo rm s  us, he h im s e l f  

t a k e s  c a r e  t o  a v o id .  T hese  a r e  th e  C a r te s ia n  m oderns w ith  t h e i r  "new 

m odish  sy s te m  o f  r e d u c in g  a l l  t o  s e n s e " ,  who,when c o n f ro n te d  w ith  th e  

m y s te r io u s  S o c ie ty ,  w i l l  " to  t h e i r  a n c ie n t  m ethods f a l l , /  And s t r a i g h t  

d en y  yo u  t o  b e  men, o r  a n y th in g  a t  a l l " ,  e x p la in in g  t h a t  w hat seem s t o  

be m o r ta l  w i t  i s  m e re ly  "a  crowd o f  a tom s j o s t l i n g  i n  a  h e a p ."  T h is  

v u lg a r  c e n s u re  o f  th e  b o c ie ty  i s  " th e  a u t h e n t i c  m ark o f  th e  e l e c t " .

By d e s c r i b i n g  th e  r e a c t i o n s  o f  th e s e  two g ro u p s  o f  f o o l s ,  b w if t  co n v ey s 

t o  u s  th e  immense s o c i a l  u t i l i t y  o f  m y s te ry . Among t h e ‘credu lous'*  i t  

can  c r e a t e  an  awed r e g a rd  f o r  b e n e f i c i a l  d o c t r i n e s ;  and i t  s h i e l d s  th e  

b a s e s  o f  t h e s e  d o c t r i n e s  from  a t t a c k  by  th o s e  who l a c k  a  s e n s e  o f  

c i v i c  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  ( C om plete poem s,p p .4 8 -5 0 j .  S w if t  g o es  on t o  

r e v e a l  t h a t  s e c r e c y  i s  n eed ed  p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u se  t h e s e  d o c t r i n e s  a r e  so  

v u ln e r a b le  t o  a t t a c k ;

B u t a s  f o r  p o o r  c o n te n te d  me.
Who m ust my w eakness and my ig n o ra n c e  c o n f e s s .  
T h a t I  b e l i e v e  i n  much, 1 n e 'e r  can  hope t o  s e e ;

i'-iethinks I 'm  s a t i s f i e d  t o  g u e s s
T h a t  t h i s  new, n o b le ,  and  d e l i g h t f u l  sc e n e  

I s  w o n d e r fu l ly  moved by some e x a l t e d  men,
who h av e  w e ll  s tu d ie d  i n  th e  w o r ld 's  d i s e a s e ,  

(T h a t  e p id e m ic  e r r o r  and d e p r a v i ty
Ur i n  o u r judgem en t o r  o u r  e y e ;

T h a t  w hat s u r p r i s e s  us can  o n ly  p l e a s e :
We o f t e n  s e a r c h  c o n te n te d ly  th e  w hole w o rld  ro u n d . 

To make some g r e a t  d i s c o v e r y ,
And s c o rn  i t  when ' t i s  fo u n d .

J u s t  so  th e  m ig h ty  B i le  h a s  s u f f e r e d  i n  i t s  fam e.



B eca u se  ' t i s  s a i d ,  (and  p e rh a p s  o n ly  s a i d ;
W e've fo u n d  a  l i t t l e  in c o n s id e r a b le  rieaa

T h a t f e e d s  th e  huge u n e q u a l s t r e a m .
C o n s id e r  human f o l l y ,  and y o u ' l l  q u ic k ly  own.

T h a t a l l  th e  p r a i s e s  i t  can  g iv e ,  ,
By w hich  some fo n d ly  b o a s t  t h a t  th e y  s h a l l  f o r  e v e r -^ l iv e ,  
w o n 't  p ay  th e  im p e r t in e n c e  o f  b e in g  known;

B lse  why sh o u ld  th e  famed u y d ia n  k in g .
Whom a l l  th e  charm s o f  an u su rp e d  w ife  and s t a t e ,
W ith a l l  t h a t  pow er u n f e l t ,  c o u r t s  m ankind t o  be g r e a t ,  

u i d  w ith  new, u n e x p e r ie n c e d  g l o r i e s  w a i t ,
S t i l l  w e a r, s t i l l  d o a t  on h i s  i n v i s i b l e  r i n g .  ( p p .3 0 -1 ;

B w ift i s  s a y in g  f a r  more h e re  th a n  h i s  i n i t i a l  p r o f e s s io n  o f  

"w eak n ess"  an d  " ig n o ra n c e "  m igh t le a d  a  s u p e r f i c i a l  r e a d e r  t o  b e l i e v e .  

A lth o u g h  he s t a r t s  o f  by c la im in g  t h a t  he i s  c o n te n t  t o  re m a in  

ig n o r a n t  o f  w hat he c a n n o t u n d e r s ta n d ,  he ends by d e fe n d in g  th e  

co n c e a lm e n t o f  d i s c o v e r i e s  t h a t  d e f i n i t e l y  c o u ld  be u n d e r s to o d  by a l l .  

The h e r o - s a g e s  re se m b le  t h e 'c u r i o u s 'O b s e r v e r  o f  th e  T a l e 's  P re fa c e ,w h o  

c o n c e a ls  h i s  know ledge o f  th e  f la w s  in  e s t a b l i s h e d  re g im e s ,  une i s  . 

l e f t  t o  w onder w hat t r u t h s  B w ift i s  th in k in g  o f ,  w h ich , l i k e  th e  

so u rc e  o f  th e  w i le ,  would be " sc o rn e d "  i f  known. T h ro u g h o u t th e  ode 

B w ift makes th e  an o n y m ity  o f  th e  s o c i e t y  i n t o  a  metonym f o r  th e  

s u p p o r t  fo r  s e c r e c y  i n  g e n e r a l  w hich he a t t r i b u t e s  to  them , in  t h i s  

and o t h e r  ways he more o r  l e s s  r e c o n s t r u c t s  th e  s o c i e t y 's

p o s i t i o n  so  t h a t  i t  i s  see n  a s  o p p o sin g  th e  v e ry  p o p u la r i z in g  p r o j e c t s  

o f  w h ich  i n  r e a l i t y  i t  was i t s e l f  an  i n s t a n c e .  The ode r e v e a l s  t h a t  

B w ift a p p ro v e s  o f  s e c re c y  a s  much a s  th e  o th e r  A n c ie n ts .  I t  a l s o  

r e v e a l s  B w i f t 's  w i l l in g n e s s  t o  r e i n t e r p r e t  th e  m o d e m s ' v a lu e s ,  r a t h e r  

th a n  o p e n ly  r e j e c t i n g  them , and so  t o  i n s i n u a t e  th e  v iew s o f  th e  

A n c ie n ts .  1 w ould a rg u e  t h a t  th e s e  a r e  p r e c i s e l y  h i s  t a c t i c s  i n  th e  

p a s s a g e  from  th e  T a le  u n d e r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  w here th e  re se m b la n c e  b e tw een  

Grub S t r e e t  and  th e  A n c ie n ts  i s  t o  be e x p la in e d  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  B w ift 

i s  s e r i o u s l y  p r a i s i n g  th o s e  who re c o g n iz e  t h a t  th e  t r u t h  can  be 

h a rm fu l an d  s h o u ld  be c o n c e a le d .

I f  t h i s  i s  th e  c a s e ,  th e n  th e  d i s t o r t i n g  l e n s  o f  th e  p e r s o n a
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m is le a d s  th e  r e a d e r  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  As we have s e e n ,  th e  r e a d e r  m ust 

be on th e  a l e r t  f o r  b a s e  a n a lo g ie s  w hich p o in t  t o  S w i f t 's  r e a l  v a lu e s .

He m ust d e te rm in e  c o n s t a n t l y  th e  p r e c i s e  moment a t  w hich S w if t  p a r t s  

company from  h i s  p e r s o n a .  T h is  te c h n iq u e  means t h a t  S w if t  can  be in  

ag re e m e n t w ith  h i s  p e r s o n a  where he would a t  f i r s t  a p p e a r  t o  be 

s a t i r i z i n g  h im . B ut why d en y  t h a t  S w if t  i s  s e c r e t l y  c r i t i c i z i n g  th e  

A n c ie n ts ,  and th e n  a c c e p t  t h a t  he i s  s e c r e t l y  p r a i s i n g  them ? T h ere  

a r e  p e r f e c t l y  p ra g m a tic  r e a s o n s  f o r  th e  l a t t e r  c o u r s e ;  f i r s t l y ,  

p r a i s e ,  "bdng b esto w ed  upon one o r  a  few  l e r s o n s  a t  a  t im e ,  i s  s u re  t o  

r a i s e  m v y " ,  w hich i s  e s p e c i a l l y  th e  c a s e  w ith  th e  s o r t  o f  p r a i s e  th e  

A n c ie n ts  w ished  t o  b e s to w , in s e p a r a b le  a s  i t  was from  a  low e s t im a te  

o f  th e  d i s p o s i t i o n s  o f  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  men. S e c o n d ly , i f  one c o u ld  

p u b à io ly  e x p la in  th e  r e a s o n s  f o r  th e  need  f o r  s e c r e c y  in  a  way t h a t  

was n o t  d a n g e ro u s  t o  s o c i e t y  th e n  th e  s e c re c y  w ould n o t  be need ed  in  

th e  f i r s t  p l a c e .  T h is  means t h a t  T e m p le 's  a d m ir a t io n  f o r  th e  " s e c r e t  

c o lle g e s '*  was p e c u l i a r l y  v u ln e r a b le  t o  « o t t o n 's  c h a rg e  o f  e l i t i s m  

and f r a u d u l e n c e . In d e e d , a s  soon  a s  th e  need  f o r  s e c r e c y  was 

c h a l le n g e d  p u b l i c l y ,  and th e  A n c ie n ts  were fo r c e d  t o  engage i n  a  

c o n t r o v e r s y ,  th e  v i c t o r s  o f  w hich would be d e te rm in e d  u l t im a t e ly  by 

p o p u la r  o p in io n ,  i n d i r e c t  m ethods su ch  a s  S w if t  a d o p te d  w ere n e c e s s a r y ,  

my p o i n t  i s  n o t  t h a t  S w if t  was a d d r e s s in g  o n ly  th e  'c u r io u s ' r e a d e r ,  

f o r  t h i s  w ould mean t h a t  th e  T a le  would be w ith o u t  i n f lu e n c e  o v e r  

p o p u la r  o p in io n .  Un th e  c o n t r a r y ,  m ost r e a d e r s  a r e  e x p e c te d  t o  re a d  

th e  p a s s a g e  a s  s a t i r e  d i r e c t e d  a t  th e  s u p e r f i c i a l i t y  o f  m odem  w r i t i n g s ,  

and a s  r e t u r n i n g  W o tto n 's  c h a rg e  o f  f r a u d u l e n t  e s o t e r i c i s m  a g a i n s t  ■■ 

th e  m odem s th e m s e lv e s  ( r a t h e r  i n  th e  m anner o f  th e  " D e d ic a tio n  t o  

P r in c e  P o s t e r i t y ') .  S a t i r e ,  a s  S w if t  e x p l a i n s ,  i s  more p o p u la r  th a n  

p a n e g y r ic  s in c e  i t  can  a lw a y s  be a p p l i e d  t o  o t h e r s .  S w i f t 's  a im  i s  t o  

make W otton and  B e n t le y  th e  s u b je c t  o f  u n i v e r s a l  d e r i s i o n ,  a l b e i t  f o r  

th e  wrong r e a s o n s .  He u s e s  h i s  r e a d e r 's  d e l i g h t  i n  s e e in g  o th e r s
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r id - i c u le d .  S w if t ,  l i k e  k ra sm u s , d i s t i n g u i s h e s  h i s  r e a d e r s  a c c o rd in g  

t o  w h e th e r  th e y  n o t i c e  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w hich  a t t e n d  a  s im p le  i r o n i c  

in v e r s io n  o r  n o t .  T h is means t h a t  th e  T a le  h a s  a  s u p e rb  m i t y ,  

s in c e  S w if t  i s  e x p la in in g  th e  need  f o r  c o n c e a lm e n t ev en  a s  he p r a c t i s e s  

i t  h im s e l f .  I n  th e  te rm s  o f  th e  " d ig r e s s io n  on i-iadness". S w if t  i s  

f i g h t i n g  a  b a t t l e  w i th in  - th e  'common fo r m s '', b u t  a t  th e  same tim e  

n o t  r e l i n q u i s h i n g  th e  'c u r io u s ' p h i l o s o p h e r 's  c o n c e rn  f o r  t r u t h .  The 

r e s u l t  i s  a  t e x t  w hich  i s  in te n d e d  to  g iv e  r i s e  t o  two c o n f l i c t i n g  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s . ^

The p e r s o n a  now em barks on a  d e fe n c e  o f  Grub S t r e e t , a l o n g  l i n e s  

w hich  a r e  s e l f - c o n t r a d i c t o r y  g iv e n  h i s  own v iew  t h a t  know ledge can  

be h a rm fu l ,  s in c e  he a im s t o  r e v e a l  a l l  th e  m ean ings h i s  c o l le a g u e s  

had c a r e f u l l y  c o n c e a le d :

. . . t o  t r a v e l  i n  a  co m p lea t and  l a b o r io u s  d i s s e r t a t i o n

I  w ould s u g g e s t  t h a t  th e  o c r ib le r ia n s *  w ork. The o r i g i n  o f  S c ie n c e s  
( l ? 4 l ; ,  a n o th e r  a t t a c k  on th e  m o a e m s ,a d o p ts  s i m i l a r  t a c t i c s ,  
s in c e  i t  i s  a  k n o w led g e ab le  and s y s te m a t ic  b u r le s q u e  o f  le a r n e d  
w orks on th e  e s o t e r i c  t r a d i t i o n ,  b u t  a e l i v e r e d  by a  m odem  in g e n u  
and d e d ic a te d  t o  a  " d r .  W . . . . . " ,  a lm o s t c e r t a i n l y  th e  much ab u se d  
Woodward -A rb u th n o t ,  ^ i f e  and  w orks,p .3 6 0 .  Woodward, d ik e  W otton, 
a lw a y s  r e j e c t e d  s e c r e t ,  a n c ie n t  t r a d i t i o n s  a s  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  
d e ism  -  An k s s a y  to w ard  a  B a tu r a l  H is to ry  o f  th e  m a r th ( l 6 9 5 j , P P .  
3 3 -6 2  (p o s s e s s e d  by S w if t  in  th e  1114 e d i t i o n ,  d e a n  S w i f t 's  
d i b r a r y , e d . W illia m s , c a ta lo g u e  n o . 4 6 7 ) ;  o f  th e  Wisdom o f  th e  
A n c ie n t  m g y p tia n s  ( 1 7 7 7 ; .  'The o r i g i n  a rg u e s  t h a t  wisdom h a s  
o r i g i n a t e d  in  a n d "b ee n  p r e s e rv e d  by "pygm ies"  l i k e  S o c r a te s  and 
th e  " I n d ia n  O y m n o so p h is ts " , g r o te s q u e ly  u g ly  on th e  o u t s i d e ,  b u t  
im m ensely  w ise  w i th in  -  A rb u th n o t,  d i f e  and w o rk s, p p . 3 6 0 -8 .  T hese ,
I  w ould a rg u e , a r e  l i t e r a l i z a t i o n s  o f  P la to  * s  S i le n u s  im ag e , one can  
t r a c e  a  s e r i e s  o f  o th e r  w orks in  th e  e a r l i e r  e ig h t e e n th  c e n tu r y  
w hich  a d o p t  s w i f t ' s  te c h n iq u e  o f  a t t r i b u t i n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  e s o t e r i c i s m  
to  th o s e  who i n  f a c t  r e j e c t e d  i t  i n  th e  s t r o n g e s t  te rm s :  s e e  K ing ,
Comment on th e  H is to ry  o f  Tom Thumb( I 7 I I ; ;  A d e t t e r  from  th e  G rand 

m i s t r e s s  o f  th e  j'em ale f r e e m a s o n s (1 7 2 4 ; — a n  am biguous d e fe n c e  
o f  f re e m a s o n ry  w hich a l l u d e s  t o  ‘" S w if t and  h a s  b een  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  
h im , P ro s e  w r i t in g s ,V — ; The G rand m y ste iy  o r  A r t o f  m e d i ta t in g
(1726;.



fSZ

upon th e  p rim e P ro a u c tio n s  o f  o u r  S o c ie ty ,  w hich  
b e s id e s  t h e i r  b e a u t i f u l  E x te r n a l s  f o r  th e  G r a t i f i c a t i o n  
o f  s u p e r f i c i a l  u e a d e r s ,  have d a r k ly  and  d e e p ly  couched  
u n d e r  them , th e  m ost f i n i s h e d  and  r e f i n e d  Systems o f  a l l  
Sciences and  A r ts ;  a s  1 do  n o t  d o u b t t o  l a y  open by 
u n tw is t in g  o r  u n w in d in g , and e i t h e r  t o  draw  up by 
k x a n t l a t i o n ,  o r  d i s p l a y ,  by I n c i s i o n .
( T a l e ,-p. 6 7 ;

As G u th k e lc h  and  s m ith  in fo rm  u s ,  th e  word " m x a n tla t io n "  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

p a r o d ie s  B ro w n e 's  V u lg a r m r r o r s . The p e r s o n a 's  p r o j e c t  i s  now 

r e v e a le d  t o  be v e ry  s i m i l a r  t o  a r o w n e 's ,  whose a im  was a l s o  t o  

p o p u la r i z e  know ledge (an d  who a t t a c k e d  among th e  c a u s e s  o f  'v u lg a r ' 

ig n o ra n c e  th e  " P io u s  F ra u d e s"  o f  p r i e s t s  o f  a l l  e r a s ^ j .  H ere a g a in ,  

a l th o u g h  t h e r e  i s  e n t e r t a i n i n g  s a t i r e  a t  th e  ex p en se  o f  th e  m o d e m s , 

who a r e  made t o  re a d  d e e p  m eanings i n to  a p p a r e n t ly  t r i v i a l  t e x t s ,  j u s t  

a s  W otton a t t a c k e d  Tem ple f o r  f i n d in g  s e c r e t  t r a d i t i o n s  ev en  in  seem 

in g ly  b a r b a r i c  a g e s ,  t h e  p e r s o n a 's  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  can  be th e  s t a r t i n g  

p o in t  o f  a  d i a l o g u e .  I f  know ledge i s  d a n g e ro u s  a s  w e ll  a s  

i n t o x i c a t i n g ,  i s  th e  p e r s o n a 's  d i s s e r t a t i o n  w ise?  Are n o t  th e  " ty p e s  

and F a b le s "  o f  h i s  G rub G t r e e t  c o l le a g u e s  n e c e s s a ry ?  T h is  would mean 

t h a t  S w i f t 's  t a r g e t  w ould n o t  be th e  p e r s o n a 's  m ethod o f  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  a s  i t  w ould a t .  f i r s t  a p p e a r ,  b u t  r a t h e r ,  a s  i n  th e  

" d ig r e s s i o n  on m ad n ess" , h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  k eep  a  s e c r e t .  He i s  l i k e  

th e  p e r s o n a  o f  th e  Argument  , who a d m its  th e  f a l s i t y  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  

ev en  a s  he a r g u e s  t h a t  t h i s  f a l s i t y  sh o u ld  be c o n c e a le d ,  o r  t h a t  o f  

th e  " D ig r e s s io n  on m ad n ess" , who " g ra v e ly "  r e v e a l s  th e  h o r r o r s  o f  th e  

d e p th s  ev en  a s  he a d v o c a te s  c o n c e a lm e n t.

The p e r s o n a  c o u ld  be u n d e r s to o d , w i th in  th e  te rm s  o f  th e  p ro b lem

1 V u lg a r  k r r o r s , p . l 7 8 .  I t  i s  a l s o  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  m odem s l i k e  
B u m e t ,  and  many e a r l i e r  members o f  an  i n te r m e d ia te  g ro u p  b e tw een  
th e  A n c ie n ts  and  th e  m odem s, whmm s c h o la r s  have l a b e l l e d  
P a n s o p h i s t s ;  who te n d e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  s e c re c y  had b een  v a lu a b le  
i n  t h e  p a s t ,  b u t  was now outm oded.



153

s t a t e d  m e ta p h o r ic a l ly  a t  th e  s t a r t  o f  th e  I n t r o d u c t io n  , a s  

c la im in g  f o r  G rub S t r e e t  th e  a b i l i t y  t o  u n i t e  th e  pow er o f  th e  

r h e t o r i c i a n  w ith  th e  p o w e r le s s  wisdom o f  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r .  The p o p u la r  

pow er o f  G rub S t r e e t  i s  u n d o u b ted . The p e r s o n a 's  c la im  t h a t  th e  h a c k s  

a l s o  con v ey  p ro fo u n d  t r u t h s  b e n e a th  th e  g l i t t e r i n g  s u r f a c e ,  w hich 

a l lo w s  them  t o  w ie ld  t h i s  p o w e r ,i s  u n c o n v in c in g  t o  sa y  th e  l e a s t ,  and 

y e t  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  mean t h a t  he i s  n o t  g r a p p l in g  w ith  th e  r i g h t  p ro b lem . 

The m ost t h a t  we can  sa y  i s  t h a t  he seem s to  embody a  s p l i t  o u t lo o k  

w hich  S w if t  a s s o c i a t e s  w ith  m odernism . In  th e  d i s c u s s io n  o f  th e  

m a c h in e s , he seem ed t o  be e n t i r e l y  c o n c e rn e d  o n ly  w ith  ' pow er and 

p o p u la r  a p p e a l ;  b u t  now he i s  co n c e rn e d  on ly  w ith  th e  co n v e y in g  o f  

p ro fo u n d  t r u t h s ,  f o r g e t t i n g  h i s  own comjaents on th e  re m o te n e s s  o f  th e  

p h i l o s o p h e r 's  b a s k e t ,  w hich sh o u ld  le a d  him t o  se e  th e  f o l l y  o f  h i s  

w ork o f  " k x a n t l a t i o n " . I f  he h im s e l f  i s  a  h a c k , th e n  we c a n n o t a g r e e  

w ith  h i s  v iew  t h a t  th e  h ac k s  u n i t e  pow er and wisdom , b u t  n e i t h e r  do  

th e  " J u n io r  s t a r t - u p  S o c i e t i e s  " o f  u re s ra m  oXk: W i l l s .  The f a i l i n g s  

o f  m odern w r i t i n g s  o f  a l l  ty p e s  a r e  s a t i r i z e d  in  th e  e x t r a c t s  th e  

p e r s o n a  p ro c e e d s  t o  g iv e  us from  h i s  " la b o r io u s  d i s s e r t a t i o n "  ( T a l e ,

p p .6 7 - 9 ) .

What f j . r s t  s t r i k e s  us a b o u t th e s e  e x t r a c t s  i s  th e  s a t i r e  on 

o c c u l t i s m ,  a s  th e  p e r s o n a  o f f e r s  c a b b a l i s t i c  and a lc h e m ic a l  r e a d in g s  

o f  f o l k  t a l e s  an d  b a l la d s  l i k e  Tom Thumb, d i c k  W h it t in g to n  and Tommy 

P o t t s y  and  c la im s  w o t to n 's  d i s c o u r s e  i s  i t s e l f  an  e s o t e r i c  i n t e r p r e t 

a t i o n  o f  su c h  a  t a l e .  As we have s e e n , a w i f t ' s  m ost s u p e r f i c i a l  

m a n ip u la t io n  o f  p o p u la r  o p in io n  i n  th e  T a le  i s  th e  a t te m p t  t o  t u r n  

W o t to n 's 'a x io m 'a g a in s t  th e  m odem s th e m s e lv e s ;  an  a t te m p t  l i k e l y  

t o  b e  e n t i r e l y  su c c e ss fu l among ig n o r a n t  r e a d e r s ,  s in c e  m odernism  had 

n o t  lo n g  s e p a r a te d  i t s e l f  from  i t s  p a n s o p h is t  o r  p o s ic r u c ia n  r o o t s .  

W otton,w hoV ad a p p e a le d  t o  com m on-sense i n  f o r m u la t in g  h i s  axiom
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r e g a r d in g  th e  f r a u d u l e n t  c h a r a c t e r  o f  e s o t e r i c  w isaom , now h im s e l f  

a p p e a r s  i n  th e  r o l e  he had  g iv e n  T em ple; th e  h a rm le s s  e c c e n t r i c ,  

o b s e s s e d  w ith  o c c u l t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  The r e t o r t ,  "same t o  you',' 

c a r r i e s  a  c e r t a i n  a m b ig u ity  s in c e  i t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  w h e th e r  th e  c h a rg e  

i s  a d m it te d  t o  be g u s t  o r  n o t .  i f  th e  c h a rg e  i s  dam aging in  th e  ey e s  

o f  th f tp e o p le ,  th e n  s im p ly  t o  r e tu r n  i t  i s  an e f f e c t i v e  d e f e n c e ,  w hich 

y e t  l e a v e s  open th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  th e  common judgem en t i s  n o t  th e  

c o r r e c t  o n e .

b w if t  makes c o n c e s s io n s  t o  com m on-sense and  c o n v e n tio n  i n  th e  

f i v e  " e x t r a c t s "  from  th e  p e r s o n a 's  " d i s s e r t a t i o n "  i n  w hich he g iv e s  

p ro fo u n d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  t r i v i a l  t e x t s ,  w hich m ig h t l e a d  u s t o  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  he i s  s a t i r i z i n g  e s o te r ic i s m  in  g e n e r a l .  In  th e  o th e r  

tw o , h o w ev er, t h e r e  i s  an  a lm o s t im p e rc e p t ib le  s h i f t  in  th e  d i r e c t i o n  

o f  th e  s a t i r e .  The p e r s o n a  t e l l s  us he h as  d e c id e d  n o t  t o  t r e a t  th e  

f a b l e  o f  P ey n ard  th e  r o x , b ec au se  i t  h a s  a l r e a d y  b een  r e v e a le d  t o  be 

" . . . a  co m p lea t Body o f  C iv i l  know ledge, and  th e  p e v e l a t i o n , o f  r a t h e r  

t h e  A p o ca ly p s o f  a l l  b t a  t e -A rcan a ,” a  d is c o v e r y  w hich i s  now 

" u n i v e r s a l l y  r e c e iv e d " ,  o m ith  and u u th k e lc h  in fo rm  us t h a t  th e  f a b l e  

was in d e e d  c o n s t a n t l y  u sed  by th e  A u g u stan s  a s  a  v e h ic le  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  

a l l e g o r y .  I f  th e n  t h e  p e rs o n a  i s  n o t  wrong in  h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  

w hat i s  b e in g  s a t i r i z e d  h e re ?  Could i t  be th e  v e ry  e a se  w ith  w hich 

th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  h a s  b een  " u n iv e r s a l l y  r e c e iv e d "  and  " b ta te -A r c a n a "  

h ave  b ee n  u n v e i le d ?  The p e rs o n a  a l s o  in fo rm s  us t h a t  he i s  g o in g  t o  

t r e a t  o f  B ry d e n 's  The h jn d  and th e  p a n th e r , w hich  i s  a  " c o m p le a t 

A b s t r a c t  o f s i x t e e n  th o u sa n d  bchoolm en from  b c o tu s  t o  B e l la rm in " . .

H ere a g a in  he i s  n o t  c o m p le te ly  o f f  th e  m ark , we can  deduce t h a t  . 

b w if t  i s  c r i t i c i s i n g  a  c e r t a i n  s o r t  o f  a l l e g o r y ,  r a t h e r  th a n  a l l e g o r y  

i t s e l f .  The jo k e  a p p e a rs  t o  be t h a t  th e  p e r s o n a  t r e a t s  a s  e s o t e r i c  an  

a l l e g o r y  w hich  i s  so  o b v io u s  a s  t o  be p o s i t i v e l y  b o r in g .^  A gain  t h e r e

1
bee a l s o  P r i o r ' s  H ind a n d  th e  P a n th e r  T r a n s v e r s e d (1 6 8 ? J , p . 3 f w here
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i s  a  p r e c i s e  d i a l e c t i c  b e n e a th  th e  T a l e ' s  w i t t y  s u r f a c e .  The modern 

w orks d i s c u s s e d  a r e  c r i t i c i s e d  f o r  two p r e c i s e l y  o p p o s i te  r e a s o n s .

Some i n s t r u c t  to o  o b v io u s ly  w h ile  o th e r s  a r e  n o t  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  

i n s t r u c t i o n  a t  a l l .  T hese two u n d e s i r a b le  e x tre m e s  c o r re s p o n d  t o  th e  

s o c i e t i e s  o f  w il l 's  — th e  e p ic u re a n  w its  whose aim  m ig h t be e x p e c te d  

t o  be p u r e ly  'e n te r t a in m e n t ' — an a  Gresham  —  th e  u o y a l S o c ie ty ,  

th e  members o f  w hich  w ere f o r  th e  m ost p a r t  e a r n e s t  C hurch d i v i n e s  

who w ould be u n l i k e l y  t o  u n d e rs ta n d  how 'e n te r t a in m e n t ' can  s e r v e  th e  

u ltiJT ia te  end o f  ' i n s t r u c t i o n '  . T hese two e x tre m e s  w i l l  be s a t i r i z e d  

thirou<^koat th e  T a l e , w h ile  th e  r e a d e r  i s  en co u rag ed  t o  d ed u ce  th e  

u n s t a t e d  mean.

The c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h i s  mean a s  a  co m b in a tio n  o f  t h e s e  e x tre m e s  in  

some way i s  s u g g e s te d  d u r in g  th e  f i n a l  s e c t i o n  o f  th e  T n t r e d u c t io n  

( T a l e , p p . 7 0 - 2 ) .  In  g e n e r a l ,  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a t te m p ts  t o  o b sc u re  th e  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  some o f  th e  them es r a i s e d  in  th e  e a r l i e r  s e c t i o n s ,  

w ith  some i n c i d e n t a l  s a t i r e  on u ry o e n . At one p o i n t ,  how ever, th e  

p e r s o n a  r e t u r n s  t o  h i s  th em e, he b e l i e v e s  t h a t  by r e v e a l in g  th e  

p ro fo u n d  m ean in g s o f  th e  h ac k s  he h a s  d e fe n d e d  Grub b t r e e t  from  th e  

c h a rg e  t h a t  i t s  p ro d u c ts  a r e  " . . .  o f  l i t t l e  f a r t h e r  use o r  V alue t o  

m ankind , beyond  th e  comiaon e n te r ta in m e n ts  o f  t h e i r  Wit an d  t h e i r  b t y l e ;  

F o r t h e s e  1 am s u re  have n e v e r  y e t  b een  d is p u te d  by  o u r  k e e n e s t  

A d v e r s a r ie s ;  I n  b o th  w h ich , a s  w e ll  a s  th e  more p ro fo u n d  and  m y s t ic a l  

F a r t ,  I  h av e  th ro u g h o u t  t h i s  t r e a t i s e  c lo s e l y  fo l lo w e d  th e  m ost 

a p p la u d e d  U r i g i n a l s f  We can  e x p e c t th e  T a le  i t s e l f  t o  e x e m p lify  th e

(Cent.) D ry d e n 's  f a i l u r e  t o  m a in ta in  a  c o n s i s t e n t  l i t e r a l  l e v e l  i s  s a id  
t o  a b u se  th e  a n c ie n t  p a r a b o l i c  mode, "begun and  r a i s e d  t o  th e  
h i^ ie s t  P e r f e c t i o n  in  th e  m a s te m  C o u n tr ie s " ,  when i t  " . . d e l i v e r e d  
th e  m ost u s e f u l  p r e c e p t s  i n  d e l i g h t f u l  S t o r i e s ,  w hich f o r  t h e i r  
A p tn e ss  w ere e n t e r t a i n i n g  t o  th e  m ost J u d ic io u s ,  and  l e d  th e  v u lg a r  
i n t o  u n d e r s ta n d in g  by s u r p r i z in g  th e n  w ith  t h e i r  B o v e l ty ,  and  
f i x i n g  t h e i r  A t te n t io n ! '
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way e n te r t a in m e n t  and  i n s t r u c t i o n  m ust be com bined .

The i n t r o d u c t o r y  s e c t io n s  o f  th e  T a le  re se m b le  i t a b e l a i s '  

p ro lo g u e s  i n  th e  way th e y  le a v e  u n to u ch ed  th e  s u p e r f i c i a l  r e a d e r 's  

d e s i r e  t o  be e n t e r t a i n e d ,  b u t  a t  th e  same tim e  convey  t o  th e  " n o b le  

d r i n k e r "  t h a t  th e  T a le  c a l l s  f o r  a  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  r e a d in g ,  w hich * 

h a b e l a i s  com pares t o  gnaw ing a  b o n e . B o th  w r i t e r s  d iv id e  t h e i r  

r e a d e r s  by  t h e i r  s e l f - c o n t r a d i c t o r y  a t t i t u d e  t o  e s o t e r i c  w isdom .^ 

How ever, t h e  T a le - 's  p r e f a t o r y  a p p a ra tu s  d o e s  f a r  more th a n  t h i s ,  ny 

a rg u m e n t i s  t h a t  a  r e f l e x i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  th e  T a le r s  fo rm  and  

i t s  th em es i s  im p lic a 'i r .  t h e  above q u o ta t io n ,  w here th e  p e r s o n a  re m in d s  

us t h a t  h i s  w ork i t s e l f  e x e m p l i f ie s  th e  m ethods he i s  a d v o c a t in g .  On 

i t s  d e e p e s t  l e v e l ,  th e  T a l e ' s  d e fe n c e  o f  th e  a n c ie n t s  an d  th e  A n g lic a n  

C hurch  i s  a  d e fe n c e  o f  a  r h e t o r i c  w hich com bines wisdom w ith  popular 

a p p e a l  by  th e  u se  o f  s e c r e c y ,  and w hich i s  e x e m p lif ie d  by th e  T a le  

i t s e l f .  The a rg u m en t o f  th e  i n t r o d u c t io n  i s  t h a t  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  

m ust d e sc e n d  b o th  t o  th e  P u l p i t  and th e  b t a g e - I t i n e r a n t -  t h a t  i s ,  he 

m ust g a in  p o p u la r  pow er by e n te r in g  a  s u b p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s p h e r e .  The 

t r u t h ,  h o w ev er, re m a in s  o n ly  " o f te n  o u t o f  s i g h t "  - t h e  im ages o f  th e  

b ta g e ,  th e  m adder, th e  c o a c h , th e  n u t  and th e  c h e e s e  a l l  im p ly  th e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  m u l t i - l e v e l l e d  t e x t  w hich can  b o th  w i t t i l y  d e fe n d  th e  

■'common fo rm s ' and  i n s t r u c t  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  n a t u r e s .

G a rg a n tu a  an d  P a n ta g r u e l , p ro lo g u e s  t o  books One an d  T w o. bee 
W a lk e r ," k s o te r i c  bym bolism "; k l i n e ,  d a b e la i s  and th e  Age o f  
P r i n t i n g '( 1 9 6 3 ) ,p p .3 1 -3 ; I 'la s te r s ,  r a b e l a i s i a n  d i a l e c t i c ; W einberg , 
The Wine an d  th e  W ill f o r  B a b e la i s ' s e c r e t i v e  mode o f  co m m u n ica tio n . 
See b to n e , " H u m a n is t" k x e g e s is " (1 9 7 4 -3 ; ;  "A Word a b o u t th e  r r o lo g u e  
t o  G a rg a n tu a " ( 1 9 7 1 - 2 ; f o r  a  c r i t i q u e  o f  th e  v iew  t h a t  H a b e la is  
a t t a c k s  e s o t e r i c  t e x t s  i n  h i s  p ro lo g u e  t o  u a r g a n tm .  F o r  th e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  v iew  se e  b ez n ec . The s u r v i v a l  o f  th e  pagan  G pds( l9 4 0 ; ,
p.93.
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V I. A T a le  o f  a  Tub —  S e c t io n s  I I  an d  I I I .

The f i r s t  t h i n g  t o  d e te rm in e  a b o u t  a l l e g o r y  i s  why S w if t

c h o s e  t o  r e p r e s e n t  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a s  a  c o a t .  C r i t i c s  h av e  n o te d  t h a t  

t h e  sym bol t e n d s  t o  re d u c e  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a s  a  w h o le , im p l i c a t i n g  th e  

A n g lic a n  C hurch  a lo n g  w ith  th e  n o n c o n fo rm is ts  an d  th e  C a t h o l i c s .^

The q u e s t io n  i s ,  i s  t h i s  S w i f t 's  tu b  th ro w n  o u t t o  a t t r a c t  t h e  f r e e 

t h i n k e r s ,  a s  th e  b a n t e r  on th e  n u n fe r - th re e  i n  t h e  I n t r o d u c t i o n  

seem s c a l c u l a t e d  t o  d o , o r  i s  S w if t  i n  a g re e m e n t w i th  th e  f r e e 

t h i n k e r s ,  r a t h e r  a s  t h e  o b s e r v e r  o f  th e  P r e f a c e  im p l ie s  t h a t  he 

a g r e e s  w i th  th e  H o b b is ts  t h a t  a  " g r e a t  many Schem es o f  K e l ig io n  an d  

Government a r e  h o llo w , an d  d i y ,  an d  em pty"?  C lo th e s  p la y  an  im p o r ta n t  

r o l e  i n  G u l l i v e r 's  T r a v e l s  a s  w e l l ,  w here th e y  b o th  p r o t e c t  G u l l i v e r  

from  th e  e le m e n ts  an d  d e c e iv e  n o t  o n ly  th e  Houyhnhnms b u t  G u l l i v e r  

h im s e l f  a s  t o  h i s  b o d i ly  l i n k s  w ith  th e  Y ahoos. G u l l i v e r  i s  o n ly
3

a t t a c k e d  when he s t r i p s .  P e rh a p s  C h r i s t i a n i t y  to o  p r o t e c t s  an d  

c o n c e a ls  human f r a i l t y .  C lo th e s  a r e  one o f  th e  many s u r f a c e s  i n  th e  

T a le  an d  so  have more l i n k s  w ith  'c r e d u l i t y '  th a n  'c u r i o s i t y *  . We 

ca n  add  t o  t h i s  th e  f a c t ,  n o t i c e d  a b o v e , t h a t  o n ly  t h e  m ad d er, n o t  

th e  P u l p i t ,  can  be c o n c e iv e d  o f  a s  l e a d in g  t o  t h e  p h i lo s o p h e r s  

b a s k e t .

S w i f t 's  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  w i l l  f u r t h e r  s u p p o r t s  th e  v iew  t h a t  th e  

T a le  i s  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  th e  u t i l i t y  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  d o c t r i n e s  t o  human

^ S . D a rg an , "The JNature o f  A lle g o ry  a s  u se d  by S w i f t " ( l 9 l 6 j .

^  T a l e , p . 5 7 . F o r  W o tto n 's  r e a c t i o n s  s e e  p . ] 1 7 .

^ S w i f t ,  Works k l , 2 3 6 -7 ,2 6 6 -7 .  See B y rd , " G u l l i v e r 's  C lo th e s :  An
e n l ig h te n m e n t  m o t i f " ( 1 9 7 P ) •
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s o c i e t i e s  r a t h e r  th a n  w ith  th e  n a tu r e  o f  th o s e  d o c t r i n e s .  The 

c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  d iv i n e  law  w hich  i s  s y m b o liz e d  by  th e  c o a t s  i s  n o t  

d i s c u s s e d  -  we a r e  in fo rm e d  o n ly  o f  i t s  f l e x i b i l i t y :  w ith  "good

w e a r in g , th e y  w i l l . . .  be  a lw a y s  f i t " .  A lso  th e  b r o t h e r s  m ust l i v e  

" t o g e t h e r  i n  one Home" ( T a l e , p p .7 3 - 4 j . The e x t e n t  t o  w h ich  t h e  command 

t o  p r e s e r v e  c i v i l  s t a b i l i t y  and  th e  c h a n g e s  i n  s o c i e t y ,  s y m b o liz e d  

by th e  " le n g th e n in g  and  w id e n in g "  o f  th e  c o a t s , s h o u l d  be a l lo w e d  t o  

com prom ise th e  p u r i t y  o f  th e  d iv i n e  law  i t s e l f  i s  n o t  d e te r m in e d ,  

th o u g h  t h i s  becom es a  c e n t r a l  them e i n  th e  a l l e g o r y .  I f  t h e  aim  o f  

t h e  d iv i n e  law  i s  t o  p r o t e c t  m ankind, a s  th e  c o a t  sym bol s u g g e s t s ,  

th e n  th e  i n j u n c t i o n  t o  " . . . l i v e  t o g e t h e r  i n  one Home l i k e  B r e th r e n  an d  

F r ie n d s "  w ould s u r e ly  be  c e n t r a l  t o  i t .

The o b v io u s  t h i n g  t o  s a y  a b o u t  w hat f o l lo w s  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  a  

s a t i r e  on C a th o l ic i s m ,  an d  h en ce  th e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  a  w i t t y  and  

e n t e r t a i n i n g  d e f e n c e  o f  A n g lic a n is m . To u n i v e r s a l i z e  th e  a l l e g o r y  

t h a t  f o l lo w s ,  even  a s  he  g iv e s  th e  im p re s s io n  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n i t y  i s  

t h e  o n ly  s u b j e c t ,  b w i f t  « s h i f t s  b e tw e en  tim e  s c a l e s  i n  a  r a t h e r  

b e w i ld e r in g  w ay. The b r o t h e r s  em erge o u t o f  a  f a i r y  s t o r y  i n  w h ich  

th e y  " e n c o u n tre d  a  r e a s o n a b le  q u a n t i t y  o f  G ia n t s ,  an d  s le w  c e r t a i n  

D rag o n s"  i n t o  th e  R e s t o r a t i o n  w o rld  o f  fo p s  and  i n t r i g u e .  S a r t o r i a l i s m  

i s  a  p ag an  r e l i g i o n :  th e  B a r t o r i a l i s t s  hav e  h o u s e h o ld  i d o l s  r e s e m b lin g

th e  Homan P e n a te s  an d  "shew n i n  t h e  P o s tu r e  o f  a  P e r s i a n  k m p ero r 

t h e i r  " E n s ig n ,"  th e  g o o s e , i s  th o u g h t  t o  be  d e r iv e d  fro m  J u p i t e r  

C a p i t o l i n u s , an d  i s  a l s o  c o n s id e r e d  a  D eus m inorum  G entium  ( i . e .  a  

s u b o r d in a te  god o r  d e i f i e a  h e r o ) ;  sav a g e  s a c r i f i c e s  a r e  made t o  th e i r  

id o ls .; ,  a n d , r e f e r r i n g  t o  e u h e m e r is t ic  t h e o r i e s  o f  th e  o r i g i n  o f  

p ag a n ism , B w ift t e l l s  u s  t h a t  th e  g o d , who i s  o f  c o u r s e  a  t a i l o r ,  was 

"w o rsh ip p ed  a s  th e  I n v e n to r  o f  th e  Yard an d  th e  B e e d le " . When 

c o n c lu d in g  h i s  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  " b e e t " ,  th e  p e r s o n a  a p o lo g iz e s  f o r  

d i s c u s s i n g  th e  " S ta t e  o f  D i s p o s i t i o n s  and  O p in io n s  i n  an  Age so  

r e m o t e " ( i b i d ,p p .7 5 -8 1 ) .  And y e t ,  from  t h i s  p o i n t  u n t i l  t h e  s e c t i o n



on th e  A e o l i s t s ,  w h ich  p a r a l l e l s  th e  a c c o u n t  o f  S a r t o r i a l i s m  in  many 

r e s p e c t s ,  th e  m ain a l l e g o r y  i s  s e t  f a i r l y  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  th e  t h i r t y  

y e a r s  p r e c e d in g  th e  w r i t i n g  o f  th e  T a l e . B usan T a rc o v  r e a d s  i t  a s  a  

v e ry  p r e c i s e  e x e r c i s e  i n  h i s t o r i c a l _ p a r a l l e l i s m ,  w i th  S a r t o r i a l i s m  

r e p r e s e n t i n g  th e  s h i f t  to w a rd s  ty r a n n y  an d  e p ic u r e a n is m  u n d e r  th e  

B t u a r t s ,  an d  A e o lism , the. a n a rc h y  t o  w h ich  B w ift f e a r e d  th e  G lo r io u s  

d e v o lu t io n  w ould l e a d . ^

B a r t o r i a l i s m  r e p r e s e n t s  m ost o b v io u s ly  th e  C a th o l ic  e x c lu s iv e  

a t t e n t i o n  t o  th e  e x t e r n a l ,  r i t e ;  b iit a l th o u g h  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  th e  

m ore o b v io u s  s a t i r e  s h o u ld  n o t  be m in im iz e d , s i n c e  i t  i s  th ro u g h  t h i s  

t h a t  B w ift d e f e n d s  t h e  'common f o r m s ' , t h e r e  i s  c l e a r l y  f a r  more t o  

i t  th a n  t h i s .  The B a r t o r i a l i s t s :

. . . h e l a  th e  u n iv e r s e  t o  be  a  l a r g e  B u i t  o f  d e a t h s , 
w hich  i n v e s t s  e v e ry  T h in g : T h a t t h e  E a r th  i s  in v e s t e d
by th e  A ir ;  th e  A ir  i s  in v e s te d  by  th e  B ta r s ;  an d  th e  
S t a r s  a r e  i n v e s t e d  by th e  irim um  m o b i le . nook  on t h i s  
G lobe on i^ a r th ,  you  w i l l  f i n d  i t  t o  be- a  v e ry  com pleat 
'an d  f a s h io n a b le  p r e s s , what i s  t h a t  w hich  some c a l l  
juand, b u t  a  f i n e  C oat f a c e d  w ith  G reen ?  . . . T o  c o n c lu d e  
fro m  a l l ,^  w hat i s  iian h im s e l f  b u t  a  m ic ro -C o a t , o r  
r a t h e r  a  c o m p le a t B u i t  o f  C lo a th s  w i th  a l l  i t s  
T rim m ings? As t o  h i s  B ody, t h e r e  can  b e  no d i s p u t e ;  
b u t  exam ine ev en  th e  A c q u ire m e n ts  o f  h i s  m ind , yo u  w i l l  
f i n d  them  a l l  c o n t r i b u t e  i n  t h e i r  u r d e r ,  to w a rd s  
f u r n i s h i n g  o u t a n  e x a c t  P r e s s :  To i n s t a n c e  no m ore; I s
n o t  H e lig io n  a  C lo a k , h o n e s ty  a  P a i r  o f  S h o e s , worn o u t 
i n  th e  p i r t .  S e l f - l o v e  a  S u r t o u t , V a n ity  a  S h i r t , and  . 
C o n sc ie n c e  a  P a i r  o f  B re e c h e s , w h ich , th e *  a  C over f o r  
new dness a s  w e ll  a s  h a s t i n e s s ,  i s  e a s i l y  s l i p t  down f o r  
th e  S e rv ic e  o f  b o th .  ( T a l e , p p . 7 6 - 8 )

I t  h a s  b een  a rg u e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s p e c i f i c  p a r o d ie s  o f  Hobbes an d  h i s

B w ift and  B o c r a te s , p p . 2 0 -4 4 . Bee P a t r i c k 's  S u p p lem en t t o  G r o t i u s '  
T ru th  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  H e l ig io n ( l6 9 4 ; ,p .2 1 2 ;  "P o p e iy  i s  j u s t  su ch  
a  d e p r a v a t io n  o f  th e  t r u e  C h r i s t i a n  r e l i g i o n ,  a s  p ag an ism  was o f  
th e  n a t u r a l  r e l i g i o n " .  Bee a l s o  S w i f t 's  T hought : "The E p ic u re a n s  
b eg an  t o  s p re a d  a t  Home in  th e  pm pire  o f  A u g u s tu s , a s  t h e  B o c in ia n s  
and  even  th e  E p ic u re a n s  to o ,  d id  i n  m n g lan d , to w a rd s  th e  end o f  : 
King C h a r le s  th e  S e c o n d 's  H e ig n . . .T h e y  b o th  seem  t o  be C o r ru p t io n s  
o c c a s io n e d  by lu x u ry  and  P e a c e , an d  by  p o l i t e n e s s  b e g in n in g  t o  
d e c l in e "  ( Works IV ,2 4 9 ; .  F o r  th e  G row th o f  E p ic u re a n is m  an d  Hobbism 
i n  th e  H e s to r a t io n  s e e  i 'ay o , E p ic u ru s  i n  a n g la n d .  1 6 5 0 -1 7 2 5 (1 9 3 4 ;.



f o l l o w e r s  b e n e a th  th e  s a t i r e  on C a th o l ic is m  i n  th e s e  p a r a g r a p h s .^  I t  

becom es f a i r l y  o b v io u s  t h a t  some k in d  o f  m a te r ia l i s m  i s  u n d e r  a t t a c k  

when th e  p e r s o n a  in fo rm s  u s  t h a t  th e  b a r t o r i a l i s t s  a c t u a l l y  go  beyond 

th e  d ra w in g  o f  a n a lo g i e s  t o  i a e n t i f y  man a s  " . . . a n  A nim al compounded 

o f  tw o p r e s s e s , t h e  n a t u r a l  an d  th e  C e l e s t i a l  b u i t , w h ich  w ere th e  

body  an d  th e  S o u l:  . . . t h e  S o u l was th e  o u tw a rd , and  th e  Body th e  

in w ard  C l o a t h i n g . . . "  ( T a l e , p . 7 9 ; .  b w if t  i s  a t t a c k i n g  th o s e  who "riake 

N a tu re  s t i l l  in c r o a c h  upon f c o d '^  p l a n ; /  And sh o v e  him  o f f  a s  f a r  

a s  e ' e r  [ th e ^  c a n . Th i s  can  e x p la in  a n  aw kw ardness i n  th e  s a t i r e  

on C a th o l ic i s m ,  w h ich  i s  t h a t  b w if t  h im s e l f  h a s  s y m b o liz e d  C h r i s t i a n i t y  

a s  a  c lo a k  an d  im ag in ed  God a s  a  t a i l o r .  Be ca n  o n ly  b lam e th e  

S a r t o r i a l i s t s  f o r  s h a r in g  h i s  own i n s i g h t .  The h id d e n  s a t i r e  on 

m a te r ia l i s m  p o i n t s  t o  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h i s  i s  p r e c i s e l y  w hat he 

i s  d o in g .

The b a r t o r i a l i s t s  d e p a r t  from  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  h i e r a r c h i c a l  v iew  

o f  t h e  u n iv e r s e  i n  w h ich  God i s  th o u g h t  t o  ' i n v e s t ' '  t h e  lo w e r  l e v e l s ,  

i n  th e  f u l l e s t  s e n s e  o f  t h a t  word."^ F o r  them  t h e r e  i s  no  d i v i n e  r; 

j u s t i c e  c o n t r o l l i n g  th e  u n i v e r s e .  T h e i r  i a o l  i s  s e e n  " s i t t i n g  on a  

S u p e r f i c i e s " ab o v e  a  " h o r r i d  g u lp h "  w h ich  i s  o n ly  a p p e a se d  by th e  : 

p r i e s t s  f l i n g i n g  " P ie c e s  o f  t h e  u n in fo rm ed  m ass" t o  i t  ( T a l e , p . 7 6 ; .  

T h e i r  s i t u a t i o n  i s  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h a t  o f  th e  p e r s o n a  i n  t h e  " D ig re s s io n  

on M adness" who o n ly  w ish e s  to " S o d d e r  an d  p a tc h  up th e  F law s an d  

Im p e r f e c t io n s  o f  N a tu re "  w hich he h a s  u n c o v e re d . How ever, S a r t o r i a l  

m e ta p h y s ic s  h av e  p r a c t i c a l  c o n se q u e n c e s  w h ich  f o l lo w  a b s o l u t e l y  

n e c e s s a r i l y :  "T hese  P o s t u l a t a  b e in g  a d m i t te d ,  i t  w i l l  fo l lo w  i n  d u e

c o u r s e  o f  H e aso n in g , t h a t  th o s e  b e in g s  w h ich  th e  w orld  c a l l s  

im p ro b a b ly  S u i t s  o f  C lo a th s ,  a r e  i n  H e a l i t y . . . m en. " ( T a l e , p . 7 8 ) .  The

"  H a r t h .S w if t  and  A n g lic a n  n a t i o n a l i s m ,p .2 4 (H o b b e s ,L e v ia th a n , p . 8 1 ) ;  
H o p k in s ,"T h e  P e r s o n a t io n  o f  Hobbism  i n  S w i f t 's  A T a le  o f  a  Tub" .

p
P ope, Poem s(1  volum e e d i t i o n ; , p . 790*
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C h ia s s o n ," S w i f t 's  C lo th e s  P h ilo s o p h y  and  H o o k e r 's  C oncep t o f  juaw" 
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o u tw ard  sy m b o ls  o f  pow er a r e  a d m ire d  r a t h e r  th a n  i n n e r  m o ra l q u a l i t i e s ;  

" I f  c e r t a i n  m rm ins an d  r 'u r s  be  p la c e d  i n  a  c e r t a i n  P o s i t i o n ,  we s t i l e  

them  a  J u d g e . . T a l e , p . 7 9 ) » Human s o c i e t y  r e f l e c t s  o u r  p e r c e p t io n  

o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  o r d e r .  A m a t e r i a l i s t  m e ta p h y s ic s  co n d u c es  t o  a  v iew  o f  

s o c i e t y  a s  a  s e r i e s  o f  r e l a t i o n s  o f  p o w er. T h is  i s  t h e  E p ic u re a n  

w o rld  o f  t h e  H e â to ra tio n  p la y  i n  w hich  th e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  v i r t u e  i s  a l l  

im p o r t a n t .  C le a r ly  S a r t o r i a l i s m  i s  u n s t a b l e ;  th e  r e s t  o f  S e c t io n  I I  

n o t  o n ly  s a t i r i z e s  th e  C a th o l ic  c h u rc h  b u t  d e m o n s t r a te s  t h e  d i r e  

p r a c t i c a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  a  m e ta p h y s ic a l  th e o r y  w h ich  S w ift, @4 n i i ts  t o  

be a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y  c o r r e c t .  The law  r e s t r a in in g  c o v e to u s n e s s ,  

a m b i t io n  an d  p r i d e  i s  more and  more o p e n ly  d is o b e y e d .

Un th e  o t h e r  h a n d , S a r t o r i a l i s m  c o n ta in s  much o f  v a lu e .  P ru d e n t  

c o n f o rm ity  seem s t o  b e  p r e f e r r e d  t o  open "u n m ask in g ' i n  t h e  " D ig re s s io n  

on m a d n e ss" , m o re o v e r , th e  S a r t o r i a l  r h e t o r i c ,  w h ich  i s  a l l  o rn a m e n t 

an d  " s h e e r  w i t"  i s  by  no  means c o m p le te ly  r e j e c t e d  by  •. S w i f t .  L ik e  

many o t h e r  t a r g e t s  o f  t h e . T a l e ' s  s a t i r e ,  S a r t o r i a l i s m  c o n ta in s  a  

p a r t i a l  t r u t h ,  and  so  op en s th e  d o o r  f o r  a  d ia lo g u e  w ith  i t s  o p p o s i t e -  

A e o lism .

The p e r s o n a  c l o s e s  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  s e c t  w i th  t h i s  

i n j u n c t i o n :  "1 a d v i s e  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  c o u r te o u s  H e ad e r, t o  p e r u s e  w ith

a  w o rld  o f  A p p l i c a t i o n ,  a g a in  and  a g a in ,  w h a te v e r  1 have  w r i t t e n  upon 

t h i s  r i a t t e r "  ( T a l e , p . 8 l ) .  A lth o u g h  S w if t  to o  s e e s  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a s  a  

s u r f a c e ,  he  d o e s  more th a n  h id e  h i s  s c e p t i c i s m  l i k e  t h e  b a r t o r i a l i s t s .  

H is  a im  i s  a c t i v e l y  t o  d e fe n d  A n g lic a n ism  -  h en c e  th e  o v e r t  s a t i r e  on 

th e  e a r l y  c o r r u p t io n s  w h ich  l e d  t o  th e  C a th o l ic  c h u rc h .  T h is  means 

t h a t  t h e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  th e  f r e e - t h i n k e r s ,  w h ich  a d m its  some o f  t h e i r  

p o i n t y  m ust b e  h id d e n ,  o n ly  t o  b e  d i s c o v e r e d  by 'c u rio u s*  r e a d e r s  w ith  

a  "w o rld  o f  A p p l i c a t i o n " .  H ere a s  o f t e n ,  b w if t  sh o c k s  t h e ‘c u r io u s  i n t o  

th o u g h t  by  s w i tc h in g  a b r u p t ly  from  a  " c r e d u lo u s ' s p h e r e  t o  more 

p h i l o s o p h ic a l  c o n c e rn s ,  b a r t o r i a l i s m  i s  a  "Body o f  P h ilo s o p h y  and

D i v i n i t y " ( T a l e , p . 8 0 ) .

my s u g g e s t io n - is  t h a t  t h e . " D ig re s s io n  C o n ce rn in g  C r i t i c k s "  ex p an d s



on t h i s  them e o f  t h e  d i s a s t r o u s  s o c i a l  c o n se q u e n c e s  o f  " c u r io u s "

t h e o r i z i n g ,  b w i f t  t e l l s  u s t h a t  " . . . t h e  T a y l o r 's  H e l l  i s  t h e  ty p e  .o f

a  C r i t i c k s  Common - P l a c e - B ook" . He th u s  d i r e c t s  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o

p a r a l l e l s  b e tw e en  th e  d i g r e s s i o n  an d  th e  m ain a l l e g o r y ,  an d  a l s o  h i n t s

a t  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e en  th e  tw o ; w h ile  th e  l a t t e r  i s  c o n c e rn e d  w ith

th e  " s u p e r f i c i e s " ,  an d  t a k e s  as i t s  c o n t r o l l i n g  im age th e  c o a t ,  t h e

fo rm e r  d e a l  w i th  t h e  " h o r r i d  u u lp h " ^ a s  i s  s i g n a l l e d  by  th e  anatom y

im ag e , w h ich  o c c u rs  tw ic e ,  an d  by o t h e r  m e ta p h o rs  o f  p e n e t r a t i o n ,  l i k e

t h e  d r a g g in g  o f  G acus fro m  h i s  d en  o r  th e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  a  n u t s h e l l  i n

an  I l i a d  I  w ould s u g g e s t  t h a t  th e  o b l iq u e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  th e

r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e en  th e  d i g r e s s i o n s  and  a l l e g o r y  i s  in te n d e d  t o  t e a s e

t h e  r e a d e r  i n t o  th o u g h t  a b o u t  th e  l i n k s  b e tw e en  l e a r n i n g  an d  r e l i g i o n .

The p o t e n t i a l  h o s t i l i t y  b e tw een  l e a r n i n g  an d  g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p te d

b e l i e f s  o f  an y  k in d  h a s  a l r e a d y  b ee n  ad u m b ra ted  i n  th e  "wisdom  i s  a

fo x "  p a s s a g e ,  an d  i s  s t a t e d  more c l e a r l y  l a t e r  i n  t h e  p e r s o n a 's  a t t a c k

on ' c u r i o s i t y ' . T h is  m ig h t l e a d  one t o  s e e  m ore c o n t r a s t s  th a n

p a r a l l e l s  b e tw een  tK e « p a r t s  o f  th e  T a l e , s i n c e  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  r e v e l a t i o n

i s  i t s e l f  a  g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p te d  b e l i e f .  I f  my a p p ro a c h  t o  t h e  T a le  i s

c o r r e c t  one c o u ld  a l s o  e x p e c t  th e  d i g r e s s i o n s  t o  d e a l  w ith  l e s s

p o p u la r  s u b j e c t s ,  s in c e  th e y  w i l l  be c o n s id e r e d  th e  l e s s  im p o r ta n t  p a r t

o f  t h e  w ork by  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  r e a d e r s .

b w i f t  o p en s t h e " D ig r e s s io n  c o n c e rn in g  C r i t i c k s "  w ith  a n  a c c o u n t

o f  an  " e x t i n c t  r a c e "  o f  c r i t i c s ,  w h ich  c l e a r l y  r e p r e s e n t s  h i s  norm :

th e s e  d raw  up " . . . H u l e s  f o r  th e m s e lv e s  an d  th e  N o r ld , by o b s e rv in g  - •

w h ich , a  c a r e f u l  H ead er m ig h t be  a b l e  t o  p ro n o u n c e  upon th e  p r o d u c tio n s

o f  th e  L e a rn e d , fo rm  h i s  T a s te  t o  a  t r u e  H e l i s h  o f  th e  b u b lim e  an d  th e

A d m ira b le , an d  d iv i d e  e v e ry  B eau ty  o f  m a t t e r  o r  o f  S ty l e  from  th e
2

C o r ru p t io n  t h a t  a p e s  i t . "  C r i t i c s  o f  t h i s  s o r t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  " e r r o r s

^ I b i d , p p . 9 5 ,1 0 2 ,1 2 3 , 1 4 3 ,1 7 3 . T hese  a l l  r e c a l l  th e  s e r i e s  o f  wisdom 
m e ta p h o rs  a l r e a d y  d i s c u s s e d :  T a le p .6 6 .

^ I b i d , p . 9 2 . The n o t io n  o f  c o r ru p t io n s  a s  " a p in g "  b e a u t i e s  i s  c e n t r a l  
t o  th e  T a le ,  a s  we have se e n .



s-Ld d e f e c t s "  sh o u ld  b e  a n a ly s e d  o n ly  i n  o r d e r  t o  fo r m u la te  t h e s e  

r u l e s  and  n o t  o u t o f  a n  ac ad em ic  o r  'c u r i o u s ' i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  

c o r r u p t io n s  th e m s e lv e s .  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  we a r e  t o l d  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n a 's  

"T ru e  c r i t i c k . . . i s  th e  m ost A n t ie n t  o f  a l l , "  and  t h a t  " e v e ry  T rue 

C r i t i c k  i s  a  H ero b o rn ,  d e s c e n d in g  i n  a  d i r e c t  L in e  from  a  C e l e s t i a l  

S tem , by  nomus and  H y b r i s , who b e g a t  E o i l u s . . . "  C r i t i c s  c a n  a c h ie v e  

" H e ro ic k  V ir tu e "  i n  T e m p le 's  s e n s e ,  b u t ,  t h e  p e r s o n a  in fo rm s  u s ,  

h e r o e s  h av e  b e e n  th o u g h t  t o  d o  more harm  th a n  good t o  s o c i e t y  

p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  co m p u ls io n  t o  com bat e v e ry  m o n s te r  t h a t  

com es i n t o  t h e i r  p a t h .  We a r e  in fo rm e d  t h a t :

. . . f r o m  t h i s  H eav en ly  D e sc e n t o f  C r i t i c i s m , an d  th e  
c l o s e  A n a lo g y  i t  b e a r s  t o  H e ro ic k  V i r t u e , ' t i s  e a s i e  t o  
A s s ig n  th e  p r o p e r  Em ployment o f  a  T ru e  A n t ie n t  G en u in e  
C r i t i c k ; w h ich  i s ,  t o  t r a v e l  t h r o '  t h i s  v a s t  w o rld  o f  
W r i t in g s :  t o  p u rs u e  an d  h u n t  th o s e  M onstrous F a u l t s
b re d  w i th in  them : t o  d r a g  o u t  t h e  l u r k i n g  E r r o r s  l i k e
C acus from  h i s  Den; t o  m u l t i p ly  them  l i k e  H y d ra ' s  h e a d s ;  
and r a k e  them  t o g e t h e r  l i k e  A u g e a s ' s  Dung. Ur e l s e  t o  
d r i v e  away, a  s o r t  o f  D an g ero u s î ’o w l, who h av e  a  p e r v e r s e  
I n c l i n a t i o n ' t o  p lu n d e r  th e  b e s t  B ra n c h e s  o f  th e  T re e  o f  
K now ledge, l i k e  th o s e  b ty m p h a lia n  B i r d s  t h a t  e a t  up th e  

' iru it .1 ‘

The p e r s o n a 's  " t r u e  c r i t i c s " ,  among whom he i n c lu d e s  B e n t le y ,  W otton 

and B e r r a u l t ,  l a c k  a  s e n s e  o f  s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  S w if t  im p l ie s  

t h a t  th e y  a l lo w  a  know ledge o f  good and  e v i l  w h ich  i s  h a rm fu l t o  man 

and  oppose t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  th e  o t h e r  t h i n k e r s  r e p r e s e n te d  by  th e  

S ty m p h a lia n  b i r d s .  They a r e  d e sc e n d e d  from  " H y b r is " .  I t  now a p p e a r s  

t h a t  S w if t  was b e in g  s l i g h t l y  d is in g e n u o u s  when he sp o k e  o f  t h e  —  

g e n u in e ly  —  t r u e  c r i t i c ' s  t a s k  o f  l a y in g  down r u l e s  f o r  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g

1 T a l e , p p . 9 3 - 5 . f a l s e  h e ro ism  " 'ap es ' t r u e  h e ro is m  h e r e  —  s e e  
M ezciem s, " G u l l i v e r  and  o th e r  H e r o e s " ( l9 ? 8 ) ;  S w if t  a l s o  t u r n s  th e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  H e r c u le s ' l a b o u r s  a s  s y m b o liz in g  th e  
c i v i l i z i n g  pow er o f  e lo q u e n c e  on i t s  h ead  —  See A l i c i a t i ,  Emblèmes 
( 1 5 3 1 ; , p p . 1 6 8 ,2 2 2 .  The n o t io n  o f  a  " d i r e c t  l i n e "  o f  c r i t i c - h e r o e s ,  
a l s o  p e rh a p s  'a p e s ' th e  A n c ie n ts ’ " s e c r e t  c o l l e g e s " .



t h e  good from  th e  b a d .  S w if t  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  th e  c r i t i c  ex am in es  th e  

i n f e r i o r  l i t e r a r y  w orks he comes a c r o s s  - w h ich  he  co m p ares t o  

E d in b u rg h  f i l t h -  " . . . o n l y  w ith  a  d e s ig n  t o  come o u t a s  c tean ly  a s  he 

m ay". T h is  m eans t h a t  d i r t  w h ich  d o e s  n o t  s u l l y  th e  c r i t i c  i s  b e s t  

i g n o r e d .  B u t t h e r e  i s  a  s h i f t  o f  r e f e r e n c e  h e re  (w hich re m in d s  one 

o f  t h e  " D ig r e s s io n  on f ia d n e s s" )  away from  t h e  a t t a c k  on a c q u i r i n g  

know ledge an d  to w a rd s  a  c r i t i c i s m  o f  i n d i s c r e e t  co m m u n ica tio n  o f  

t h a t  k n o w le d g e . S w if t  a d m its  i n  h i s  p o r t r a y a l  o f  th e  "S ty m p h a lia n  

B i r d s "  t h a t  some b e in g s  m ig h t d e s i r e  know ledge s im p ly  f o r  i t s  own 

s a k e ,  a l th o u g h  (a s  i n  th e  " D ig re s s io n  on I 'lad n ess") he d o e s  t h i s  i n  

a  c o n c e a le d  m an n er. The c r i t i c  h im s e l f  m ust h av e  v e n tu re d  i n t o  

C a c u s ' d en  in  o r d e r  t o  know t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  " lu r k in g  e r r o r s "  w h ich  

s h o u ld  be l e f t  a l o n e ,  we l e a r n  now t h a t  he  d o e s  n o t  m e re ly  t e a c h  

o t h e r s  how t o  a v o id  t h e  " f i l t h "  b u t  a c t u a l l y  f r e e s  o th e r s  fro m  th e  

n eed  t o  f o l lo w  com plex  r u l e s  by c o n c e a l in g  i t  a l t o g e t h e r .  The c r i t i c  

h im s e l f  i s  t h e  o n ly  one a t  r i s k  from  c e r t a i n  t r u t h s  w h ich  now a p p e a r  

n o t  m e re ly  'r e p u l s i v e  b u t  a c t i v e l y  d a n g e ro u s .

S w i f t 's  im m ed ia te  t a r g e t  i s  c l e a r l y  B e n t le y ,  s in c e  i t  was h e  who 

had  d e m o n s tr a te d  t h a t  t h e  a n c i e n t  t e x t s  w hich  Tem ple had  p r a i s e d  w ere 

f a k e s .  S w if t  d o e s  n o t  d en y  t h a t  th e y  a r e  f a k e s ,  b u t  m e re ly  q u e s t io n s  

th e  a d v i s a b i l i t y  o f  e x p r e s s in g  t h a t  k n o w led g e , s i n c e  th e  c r i t i c ' s  

w ork i s  o n ly  good i n  so  f a r  a s  i t  i s  good f o r  s o c i e t y .  T h a t t h i s  i s  

S w i f t 's  p o i n t  i s  o b s c u re d  by  th e  c o m p le x i t i e s  o f  ’ h i s  a n a lo g i e s  an d  

th e  p l a y f u l n e s s  o f  h i s  t o n e ,  w h ich  a v o id s  p u b l i c i z i n g  t h e  d a n g e ro u s  

r e v e l a t i o n  t h a t  some t r u t h s  m ust n o t  be r e v e a l e d .  The d a n g e r  i s  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  g r e a t  b e c a u s e  o f  p o s s i b le  c o n n e c t io n s  w ith  t h e  m ain 

a l l e g o r y .  B eh in d  B e n t le y  s to o d  b i b l i c a l  c r i t i c s  l i k e  H obbes, S p in o z a  

and  S im on. S w if t  i s  r a t h e r  d e c e p t iv e *  he  im p l ie s  t h a t  t h e  m odem s 

d i s t o r t  s e c u l a r ,  a s  th e  C a th o l ic s  d i s t o r t e d  s a c r e d  a u t h o r i t i e s .  In  

f a c t ,  th e  c a s e s  a r e  p r e c i s e l y  o p p o s i t e :  t h e  b r o t h e r s  a l lo w  e r r o r s  o f



i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t o  c r e e p  i n ,  an d  so  c o r r u p t  a  a i v i n e  law  w h ich  i s  

b e n e f i c i a l  t o  s o c i e t y ;  th e  m odem  c r i t i c  i s  d a n g e ro u s  p r e c i s e l y  

b e c a u s e  he  h a s  a  know ledge o f  e r r o r s  i n  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  t e x t s  th em r - .. 

s e l v e s .  S w if t  d o e s  n o t  c o u n te n a n c e  t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  m ain 

a l l e g o r y  e x c e p t  i n s o f a r  a s  he h i n t s  t h a t  t h e  S a r t o r i a l  v iew  o f  

r e l i g i o n  a s  a  c lo a k  i s  c o r r e c t .  The b r o t h e r s '  a c t i o n s  a r e ,  a s  we 

h av e  s e e n ,  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  c o n se q u e n c e s  o f  t h i s  s c e p t i c i s m ,  ev en  when 

i t  i s  c o n c e a le d .  The m odem  e r r o r  o f  open s c e p t i c i s m  i s  t h e r e f o r e  a  

fu n d a m e n ta l  o n e .

As w ith  t h e  I n t r o d u c t i o n  an d  th e  sec o n d  d i g r e s s i o n ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  

s e c t i o n  o f  th e  " D ig r e s s io n  c o n c e rn in g  C r i t i c k s "  d e a l s  w ith  e s o t e r i c  

w isdom . The r e a d e r  who i s  aw are  o f  t h e  fu n d a m e n ta l  i s s u e s  i n  th e  

c o n t r o v e r s y  b e tw e en  Tem ple an d  w o tto n  w i l l  be c o n fu s e d  by th e  

p e r s o n a 's  a rg u m e n t, s i n c e ,  a l th o u g h  av o w ed ly  a  m o d em , he 'a p e s ' 

T e m p le 's  d e f e n c e  o f  t h e  A n c ie n ts  i n  p r a c t i c a l l y  e v e ry  im p o r ta n t  r e s p e c t .  

The v e r y  h lo d em s who d e s p i s e d  s e c r e t  t r a d i t i o n s  a r e  made t o  r e s o r t  t o  

them i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  d e m o n s tr a te  t h e  a n t i q u i t y  o f  m odem  c r i t i c i s m .

The p e r s o n a  p ro c e e d s  " . . . t o  r e f u t e  th e  O b je c t io n s  o f  th o s e  who a rg u e  

from  th e  S i l e n c e  an d  P r e t e r m is s io n  o f  A u th o rs ;  by w h ich  th e y  p r e te n d  

t o  p ro v e ,  t h a t  t h e  v e r y  A r t  o f  C r i t i c i s m ,  a s  now e x e r c i s e d ,  and  by  me 

e x p la in e d ,  i s . .  . m odem ."  T h is  i s  an  e x a c t  i n v e r s i o n  o f  T e m p le 's  

p r o j e c t ,  i f  we fo l lo w  S w i f t 's  i m p l i c a t io n  an d  i d e n t i f y  t r u e  c r i t i c i s m  

w ith  t h e  " h e r o ic  v i r t u e "  o f  th e  A n c ie n ts .  L ik e  T em ple, th e  p e r s o n a  

f i n d s  t h a t  w henever a n c i e n t  w r i t e r s  to u c h e d  on th e  t r a d i t i o n  he  i s  

d i s c u s s i n g ,  th e y  d id  i t  " . . . w i t h  ab u n d an ce  o f  C a u t io n ,  a d v e n tu r in g  no 

f a r t h e r  th a n  m y th o lo g y  and H ie r o g ly p h ic k . . . (w h ic ^  g av e  g ro u n d  t o  

s u p e r f i c i a l  H e a d e rs , f o r  u rg in g  th e  S i l e n c e  o f  A u th o rs ,  a g a i n s t  th e  

A n t iq u i ty  o f  t h e  T ru e  C r i t i c k . . . "  He p ro c e e d s  t o  g iv e  a  s t r i n g  o f  

a b s u rd  e s o t e r i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  p a s s a g e s  draw n f o r  th e  m ost p a r t  

from  th e  a n c i e n t  h i s t o r i a n s ,  d e s ig n e d  t o  show th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  an



a n c i e n t  t r a d i t i o n  o f  m odern c r i t i c i s m ( T a l e , p p . 9 6 -IO O ).

The q u o t a t i o n  from  ^ u c r e t i u s  s t a n d s  o u t  from  th e  r e s t  a s  b e in g  

d raw n  from  th e  w ork o f  a  p h i lo s o p h e r  r a t h e r  th a n  a n  h i s t o r i a n .  In  

th e  P e n g u in  t r a n s l a t i o n ,  t h i s  r e a d s ,  "ajnong th e  h ig h  h i l l s  o f  H e lic o n  

t h e r e  i s  ev en  a  t r e e  w ith  th e  p r o p e r ty  o f  k i l l i n g  a  man by th e  b a l e f u l  

s c e n t  o f  i t s  b lo sso m "  ( un th e  N a tu re  o f  th e  U n iv e r s e , p . 2 4 1 ) .  T h is  i s  

th e  t h i r d  q u o t a t i o n  from  L u c r e t iu s  ( s e e  p . I l l  ) .  1 a rg u e d  t h a t  b o th

th e  p r e v io u s  r e f e r e n c e s  i m p l i c i t l y  c r i t i c i z e  L u c r e t i a n  r h e t o r i c  f o r  

a im in g  a t  a  u n i v e r s a l  e n l ig h te n m e n t . H e re , t h e  s u b j e c t  i s  e x p l i c i t l y  

s e c r e t i v e  r h e t o r i c .  L u c r e t i u s  c o u ld  be s a i d  t o  h av e  ex p o se d  th e  

h a r s h n e s s  o f  n a t u r e  t o  a l l  by r e n d e r in g  i t  i n i t i a l l y  a t t r a c t i v e  i n  h i s  

p o e t i y , a  t e c h n iq u e  a p t l y  sy m b o liz ed  by  b lo sso m s  t h a t  g iv e  o f f  a  

" b a l e f u l  s c e n t " .  The G reek  t r e e  may a l s o  rem in d  u s  o f  t h e  t r e e  o f  

k n o w led g e , w h ich  h a s  j u s t  b ee n  m e n tio n e d , u u c r e t i u s  h im s e l f  re s e m b le s  

th e  ’c u r io u s *  f a l s e  c r i t i c s  who t h r e a t e n  s o c i e t y  i t s e l f  b y  "drsLgging 

o u t  t h e  l u r k i n g  e r r o r s "  on w hich  i t  i s  b a s e d ,  i n  a  b l i n d  s e a r c h  f o r  

k n o w led g e , i t  i s  more th a n  j e s t  t o  p la c e  him  i n  a  m odem  t r a d i t i o n ,  

th o u g h  i t  i s  i r o n i c  t o  a s c r i b e  "an  ab u n d an ce  o f  c a u t io n "  t o  t h i s  

p o p u l a r i z e r  o f  G re ek  p h i lo s o p h y ,  o r  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  he  m ig h t c r i t i c i z e  

a  m odern l a c k  o f  d i s c r e t i o n  w h ich  re s e m b le s  h i s  own.

The p e r s o n a  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  " . . . t h e  r e a s o n  why th o s e  A n t ie n t  

W r i te r s  t r e a t e d  t h i s  S u b je c t  o n ly  by  T ypes and j^ ig u r e s , ’-w a s , b e c a u s e  

th e y  d u r s t  n o t  make open A t ta c k s  a g a i n s t  a  p a r ty  so  P o te n t  an d  so  

T e r r i b l e ,  a s  th e  C r i t i c k s  o f  th o s e  A ges w e r e . . . " ( T a l e , p . 9 8 - 9 j . I  

s u g g e s t  t h a t  S w if t  h im s e l f  re s e m b le s  t h e s e  " A n t ie n t  t h i n k e r s "  i n  

c o n d u c tin g  a  s o r t  o f  g u e r i l l a  w a r fa r e  a g a i n s t  t h e  in c re a s in g ly  d o m in an t 

n o d e m s ,  i n  w h ich  he a lw a y s  d i s g u i s e s  th e  c e n t r a l  i s s u e s .  H e re ,a s  

p r e v io u s l y ,  he i s  b a s i c a l l y  s a y in g ,  "Same t o  y o u " , t o  t h e  m odem s -  

w i th  a l l  t h e  a m b ig u ity  and  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  t h a t  t h a t  r e t o r t  u s u a l ly  

c a r r i e s - i n  h i s  p r o o f  o f  th e  a n t i q u i t y  o f  th e  m o d em s, w h ich  s t r e t c h e s



c r e d u l i t y  i n  j u s t  tn e  same way a s  T e m p le 's  a rg u m e n ts  f o r  a  s e c r e t ,  

a n c i e n t  w isdom . T h is  te c h n iq u e  a l lo w s  him  t o  a v o id  a  d i r e c t  

c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w ith  m odem  s c e p t i c i s m ,  and  t o  t u m  th e  d i s t r u s t  o f  

'm y s t e r i e s ' among l e s s  k n o w led g e ab le  r e a d e r s  a g a i n s t  t h e  m odem s them 

s e l v e s ;  l i k e  a  Ju d o  e x p e r t ,  u s in g  th e  w e ig h t o f  h i s  o p p o n e n t. T h is  

i s  th e  p o p u la r  f a c e  o f  th e  T a l e . m ess n o t i c e a b l e  th a n  t h i s  i s  th e  

l e v e l  on w h ich  b w i f t  a c c e p t s  th e  c h a rg e  o f  th e  m oderns t h a t  th e  

A n c ie n ts  s u p p o r te d  c o n c e a lm e n t o f  some t r u t h s  and  p r a i s e s  them  f o r  

d o in g  s o .  N ot o n ly  d o e s  he v e i l  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  A n c ie n t  C r i t i c  

d o e s  n o t  com m unicate  a l l  h i s  d i s c o v e r i e s  o f  " lu r k in g  e r r o r s " ,  b u t  a l s o  

h i s  t e c h n iq u e  o f  r e t u r n i n g  t h e  m o d e m s ' a c c u s a t i o n s  a l lo w s  him  t o  

sh a p e  m odern " c o r r u p t io n s "  i n t o  a  fo rm  w hich  " a p e s "  A n c ie n t  " b e a u t i e s " ,  

so  t h a t  th e  w hole g iv e s  r i s e  a  a  h id d e n  a n a l o g i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  

un t h i s  a n a l o g i c a l  r e a d in g ,  th e  a n c i e n t  t r a d i t i o n  o f  m odem  c r i t i c i s m  

a rg u e d  . f o r  by  th e  p e ro n a  p o i n t s  t o  th e  g e n u in e  a n t i q u i t y  o f  th e  ty p e  

o f  c r i t i c  fa v o u re d  by  th e " A n c ie n t s .  The l i n e  o f  d i s s e n t i n g  c r i t i c s ,  

who c o v e r t l y  opposed  th e  f a l s e  c r i t i c s '  l a c k  o f  r e s t r a i n t ,  c a n  be 

i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  T e m p le 's  s e c r e t  t r a d i t i o n .  A t th e  same t im e ,  s u p e r 

f i c i a l  r e a d e r s  w i l l  o n ly  f i n d  s a t i r e  on th o s e  who s e e k  e s o t e r i c  

m e a n in g s . T hose who v iew  th e  t e x t  from  th e  s t a n d p o in t  o f  "commonrcense" 

w i l l  f i n d  p o p u la r  a s s u m p tio n s  c o n f irm e d . I n  t h i s  way u w if t  p r a c t i s e s  

t h e  c a u t io n  w h ich  he p r e a c h e s .  The r e a d e r  i s  c o n s t a n t l y  t e s t e d  by th e  

" d i s t o r t i n g  l e n s "  o f  S w i f t 's  p e r s o n a ,  whose w ords a r e  o f t e n  n o t  i r o n i c  

i n  th e  way t h a t  th e y  f i r s t  a p p e a r  t o  b e .  A t t h e  same tim e  b w if t  

i n v i t e s  h i s  r e a d e r s  s im p ly  t o  i n v e r t  h i s  p e r s o n a 's  s t a t e m e n ts ,a n d  s o  

be e x c lu d e d  from  a l l  b u t  th o s e  p a r t s  o f  th e  T a le  w hich  a r e  c l o s e s t  t o  

p ro p a g a n d a . By h i s  s a t i r e  on m odern 'm y s t e r i e s ' and  C a th o l ic is m  S w if t  

a t t r a c t s  h i s  p u b l i c  and i n f l u e n c e s  t h e i r  v ie w p o in t ;  b u t ,  a s  he 

i n t im a t e s  i n  th e  i r e f a c e  , h i s  d e e p e r  aim  i s  t o  p i c k  o u t and t r a p  th e  

f r e e - t h i n k e r  i n t o  a p p ly in g  t o  h im s e l f  a  c r i t i c i s m  t h a t  r e s t s  on q u i t e



d i f f e r e n t  p r i n c i p l e s .

The l a s t  s e c t i o n  o f  th e  " D ig r e s s io n  c o n c e rn in g  C r i t i c k s "  i s  an  

i n c i d e n t a l  s a t i r e  on c r i t i c s ,  w hich  by  i t s  t r i v i a l i t y  w i l l  a l l a y  an y  

d o u b ts  t h a t  th e  more s e r i o u s  c e n t r a l  s e c t i o n  m ig h t hav e  r a i s e d  i n  th e  

' s u p e r f i c i a l '  r e a d e r 's  m ind c o n c e rn in g  th e  s t a t u s  o f  th e  T a le  a s  

s im p le  'e n t e r t a i n m e n t ' .



V II S e c t io n s  IV -V

S w if t  b e i n s  s e c t i o n  IV by s t r e s s i n g ,  n o t  th e  c o n t r a s t s  b e tw een  

m odern ism  an d  C a th o l ic i s m  t h a t  we hav e  n o t i c e d ,  b u t  t h e i r  r e s e m b la n c e s .  

P e t e r  i s  s e e n  a s  a  " p r o j e c t o r  and  v i r t u o s o " .  The p e r s o n a  h im s e l f  now 

r e v e a l s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  how ex tre m e  h i s  m odern ism  i s .  G lo b a l  

e n l ig h te n m e n t  w i l l  r e s u l t  when n o t  o n ly  I"ranee and  I t a l y ,  b u t  C h ina 

a l s o  have  a c c e p te d  " th e s e  hum ble O f f e r s ,  f o r  t h e  A dvancem ent o f  

U n iv e r s a l  K n o w l e d g e " U n c e  a g a in  S w if t  l i n k s  o p p o s i t e s  t o g e t h e r ;  "he 

o b s c u r e s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e en  th e  m a n u fa c tu r in g  o f  'm y s t e r i e s ' and 

th e  a t t e m p t  t o  e l i m in a t e  them  once and  f o r  a l l ,  im p ly in g  t h a t  m odernism  

i s  th e  c o r r u p t io n  o f  a  t r a d i t i o n  i n  th e  same s e n s e  as  C a th o l ic is m .

S e c t io n  JV p r e s e n t s . a n  ex tre m e  o f  c o r r u p t io n  and ty r a n n y ,  made 

p o s s i b l e  by  t h e  lo c k in g  up o f  t h e  w i l l .  W hile t h e  e r r o r  i n  l e a r n i n g  

i s  t o  d r a g  o u t  h id d e n ,  h a rm fu l k n o w led g e , t h e  e r r o r  i n  r e l i g i o n  i s  t o  

c o n s ig n  t o  o b s c u r i t y  a  b e n e f i c i a l  d i v i n e  la w . P e t e r  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  

by  h i s  " . . .a b o m in a b le  F a c u l ty  o f  t e l l i n g  huge p a lp a b le  u i e s  upon a l l  

O c c a s i o n s . . . "  He h a s  th e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  f o r c e  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  t h e s e  l i e s  

b e c a u s e  he h a s  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  w i l l .  L u c k i ly ,  t h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o  be  a  

n a t u r a l  law  o f  r e a s o n  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  w hat we may te rm  th e  c o n v e n t io n a l  

law  o f  t h e  w i l l .  The tw o b r o t h e r s  c a n  a c c e p t  th e  la w f u ln e s s  o f  P e t e r ' s  

i n n o v a t io n s  u n t i l  he c la im s  t h a t  m u tto n  i s  b r e a d .  (The " v e ry  c i v i l  

ijan g u ag e"  u se d  by th e  b r o t h e r s  when th e y  p r o t e s t  t h a t  b re a d  i s  b r e a d ,  

f i n d s  i t s  p a r a l l e l  i n  th e  "ab u n d an ce  o f  C a u tio n "  u sed  i n  th e  a t t a c k s  

on th e  n o d e m  c r i t i c . )  When th e  b r o t h e r s  v e n tu r e  t o  c r i t i c i z e  o p e n ly  

th e y  a r e  s i l e n c e d  by th e  t h r e a t  o f  p e r s e c u t i o n ,  and f o r c e d  i n t o  ou tw ard

1
T a l e ,p p . 1 0 5 - 6 . d ee  C o o k ," u e ib n iz  and  C h in ese  T h o u g h t" ( I 9 8 I )  f o r  
th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  C h ina t o  th e  r a n s o p h i s t s .



conformity (Tale,pp.107- 1 8 ). I f  dwift were purely concerned with 

defending conformity to  the 'common forms' as some c r i t ic s  suggest 

(see p .^  he would not, as he does, make i t  c lear that some regimes 

are corrupt beyond endurance and must be overthrown. The secrecy of 

the two brothers is  a temporary measure, and, once the w ill is  

recovered, i t  ends in open revolution and critic ism  voiced in "plain 

words" (Tale-,pp. 1 2 1 -3 ) » This should be treated  as a lim iting case, 

p a rticu la rly  when the subsequent course of the allegory is  considered. 

We can re c a ll that, in the Thoughts on Heligion, dwift shows us the > : 

need to  s trik e  a careful balance between the c it iz e n 's  duty to conform 

to the established re lig ion  and his equal duty to use his private 

reason to  determine his own relig ious b e lie fs , when a p a rtic u la r  

"degree of corruption" is  reached, private thoughts should lead to 

subversive actions but only when "your avowed design be to  abolish 

tha t relig ion  altogether" (see p .101;.^ There is  a certain  "degree" 

up to  which we should give complete assent to  the established re lig ion , 

but a f te r  which we have* a duty to completely overturn that re lig ion .

The b ro ther's  behaviour a t th is  point represents the f i r s t  premise in 

a d ia le c tic , the subject of which is  the proper rela tionship  between 

private reason and the established order. I t  refu tes c r i t ic s  who see 

Swift as conservative in a simple sense,and provides a solid  base for 

the advocacy of concealment of one's private thoughts which we find 

elsewhere in the Tale. dwift shows that to praise conformity in 

certain  conditions is  not to- identify  oneself with the Guardians of 

the 'Preface , or the b a r to r ia lis ts , or the Epicurean philosopher of 

the "Digression on madness", who patch up or 'hide flaws regardless of 

the "degree of corruption" to which the regime has proceeded. There 

are absolute standards of reason, which sometimes must become the 

basis of revolutionary action (although i t  is  the rediscovery of the 

w ill which allows the brothers to rea lize  "how grosly they had been

1 „^ee Addenda.
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abused").

At the s ta r t  of the "Digression in the Modem Kind", the persona

gives us some insight into the motives of the modems. He points out

th a t they would never be able to  bring about th e ir  " . . .g re a t  Design (

of an everlasting Hemeiitrance, and never-dying fame, i f  ^hei^

hndeavours had not been so highly serviceable to the general good of

i'lankind". («quoting from Lucretius for the fourth time, he declares

th a t i t  is  th is  motive which leads him to "stay awake through the

quiet of the Hight" (Tale,p. 123; and see De Herum j\jatura' ,p .3 l) .  I f

we turn to the context of the uucretian lin e s , however, we find th a t

the poet is  in fac t te ll in g  us th a t his aim in writing the poem is  the

"merit and the joy" he hopes to derive from his "delightful friendship"

w ith  h i s  i n t e r l o c u t o r ,  meramius. b w if t  i s  i n d i c a t i n g  th a t L u c r e tu s

contradicts himself on th is  point, since in the passage from which the

quotation on the t i t l e  page is  taken, he does indeed declare that his

one aim is  to  achieve fame"among future generations. His implication

is  th a t Lucretius' concern for his fellow men is  only apparent, and

masks a desire  fo r fame which is  actually  an tiso c ia l in  the f in a l

analysis.^  As we have seen, the passage from which the quotaton is

ta k e n  d e a l s  w ith  L u c r e t iu s '  d e s i r e  t o  e n l ig h t e n  h i s  f e l l o w  men by

"elucidating in Latin verse the obscure discoveries of the Greeks" and
2allow meifimius to  "gaze in to  the heart of hidden th ings."

What follows should be read in the lig h t of th is  implied critic ism  

of Lucretius' en terprise . The passage resembles the "Digression on 

Madness" but is  more obviously concerned with communication. The 

persona begins his discussion of Modem rhetoric  with the recognition, 

phrased in the terms oi'the Moderns,, th a t mankind is  by and large

 ̂ Uf the Nature of the Universe,p .5^. For a sim ilar point see 
S trauss.Liberalism Ancient and modem (I968;,p.92.

^ Kor the contrast between Lucretius' popularizing aims and the 
obscurity of some previous philosophers see Strauss,Liberalism. 
Ancient and Modern,p.90.



worth l i t t l e ,  in order to gain "never-aying Fame" he has " ...w ith  a 

world of pains and Art, dissectea the Carcass of Humane iNature, and 

read many useful Lectures upon the several f a r ts ,  both Containing and 

and Contained; t i l l  a t la s t  i t  smelt so strong, 1 could preserve i t  

no longer." He declares his readiness " . . . t o  shew a very compleat 

Anatomy thereof to  a l l  curious Gentlemen and others" (Tale,p .123).

Une fee ls i t  is  not quite accurate to  speak of th is  as the persona's 

metaphor, fa ther, as often, he seems unsure as to  whether he is  

discussing natural or moral philosophy, bwift intends to  show th a t, 

fo r the Lucretian mechanist, the la t t e r  collapses into the former.

When philosophy is  practised out of pure 'cu riosity ' , and conducted 

like  a sc ie n tif ic  experiment, without regard fo r i t s  human end, the 

re su lt is  tha t harsh tru th s are revealed to a l l  "curious Gentlemen 

and o thers." bw ift's  i ta l ic s  emphasize th a t i t  is  not only to  the 

'curious' th a t they are revealed. The persona's assumption is  tha t 

a l l  men find fulfilm ent in enlightenment. bw ift' s implication is  that 

moral philosophy proper, which is  the science of ultimate ends, or 

what makes men happy, should take precedence over natural science, 

which is  a technical a r t ,  concerned with means ra the r than ends. That 

moral considerations play l i t t l e  part in the persona's own soul is  

shown not only by his indifference to the corruption of human nature 

but by h is willingness to  expose th is  corruption to  a l l .  I f  the 

persona was genuinely concerned with the "general Good of Mankind", 

he would rea lize  that the exposure of ev il is  no more the ultimate end 

of moral philosophy tha t "anatomy [i^  the ultimate end of Physick," 

as Swift puts i t  in tha t other, more famous dissection image in "The 

Digression on i''iadness" The fac t th a t the same image is  used might

See p .131 , fo r Williams' defin ition  of eloquence as "the a r t  by w 
which knowledge of matters both sp ir itu a l and temporal was 
oriented towards the betterment of society ."



not only reveal a sim ila rity  of theme but also serve as an indication 

of the importance of the passage under discussion. Both are concerned 

with the use to  which a profound knowledge of the world's harshness 

should be put, and the need to unite philosophy with prudence of 

expression, bince these passages t re a t  of philosophy, they are in a 

sense deeper than the main allegory, which tre a ts  of law. This is  

implied,as I  have said,by the anatomical imagery: where Jack s tr ip s

away his coat and exposes his body, the philosopher s tr ip s  away the 

body to  reveal the in ternal organs. Later we are to ld  tha t Jack rubs 

away h is coat with such violence tha t he "proceeded a Heathen 

Philosopher" . Philosophy, i t  appears, can be represented as the 

removal of a l l  coats. Howhere is  bwift more ex p lic it about the 

tension between learning and relig ion  (Tale,p .199- 2 0 0 ).

In accordance with Sw ift's usual policy, he takes care to  shape 

the ev ils  he sa tir iz e s  in to  a form tha t 'apes' h is positives. The 

persona has "...found a very strange, new, and important Discovery;

That the Publick Good of i-Jankind is  performed in two Ways, Instruction  

and Diversion." (The persona contradicts himself a t  the end of the 

paragraph when he describes th is  as a "Lesson of Great Age and 

Authority"). In th is  way, the persona attempts to  answer our query 

concerning the way in which a knowledge of the harshness of nature 

might benefit society. His argument bears analogy to  the Ancient's 

reasoning in that the necessity to  ^divert' a rises  because of a general 

f r a i l ty  in mankind. However, the Ancients' awareness of th is  f r a i l ty ,  

always accompanied by a fa ith  in the po ten tial ra tio n a lity  of man, 

becomes in the persona a complete acceptance of the dominant role of 

man's b e s tia l elements. This cynicism disturbs the balance between 

the two ends of l i te ra tu re . 'Diversion' is  valued almost to  the 

exclusion of 'instruction' and so rhetoric becomes en tire ly  'S arto ria l' : 

" . . .a s  mankind is  now disposed, he receives much greater Advantage by



being Diverted than Instructed ; His Epidemic Diseases being Fastid- 

io s i ty , Amorphy and U scitation; whereas in the present universal 

Empire of Wit and ueaming, there seems but l i t t l e  Matter l e f t  for 

In struction" (Tale,p .I2 4 j. Like Lucretius, the persona produces a 

pale im itation of ancient rhe to ric . He is  involved in a s e lf -  

contradiction since he solemnly reads "useful Lectures" on human 

depravity while accepting the universality  of th is  depravity and the 

im possibility  of reform. I believe th is  contradiction is  caused by 

the fac t th a t he exhibits a problem to  the a le r t  reader, which Swift 

believed would only be solved by the type of rhetoric  I  have discussed. 

Modernism, as Swift sees i t ,  is  caused by the part being mistaken for 

the whole -  e ith e r instruction  or entertainment is  stressed to  the 

exclusion of the other. This applies also to  the "Digression on 

i'iadness", where again a 'curious' study of human nature re su lts  in  a 

re jection  of 'cu riosity ' i t s e l f ,  and a r e la t iv is t ic  decision to  accept 

the way "i'Jankind is  now disposed." This passage thus supports my view 

th a t the subject of the cu rio sity /credu lity  paragraph is  rh e to ric . Of 

course one could argue th a t Sw ift's point i s  simply th a t unpleasant 

tru th s  must be phrased in an entertaining manner (likewise with the 

"Digression on Madness" see p .l^  ). But th is  would mean th a t Swift is  

in fundamental agreement with Lucretius' ta c tic  of sweetening the 

b i t te r  p i l l .  On the contrary, as I have argued, the misleading 

quotation is  intended to  convey tha t Lucretius' desire fo r never- 

dying Fame was his rea l motivation ra ther than concern for the 

"general Good of Mankind". The fac t th a t most desire only 'diversion* 

means tha t i t  is  not useful to  lecture on certain  topics even in 

jüucretius' manner. The gap between "curious Gentlemen and others" is  

decisive .

The persona concludes the paragraph with the declaration that, 

despite h is doubts over 'in struction ' he has "...attem pted carrying ..



the point in a l l  i t s  Height; and accordingly throughout th is  Divine 

T reatise , |ha0 sM.lfully kneaded up both together with a Layer of 

Utile and a Payer of Dulce. " I t  is  to be hoped tha t the serious 

application of th is  to  the 'Tale is  by now evident. There is  a lso a 

comic equivalent in the persona himself, who is  a lte rn a te ly  the 

profound instructo r and the superfic ia l d iv e rte r. The movement 

between these extremes structures the Tale. Aeolism and bartorialism , 

Gresham and Wills, the "Pulpit" and the "btage-Itinerant" are a l l  

rep e titio n s of the same pair of opposites. The persona, although 

himself ignorant of the way they could be made to  'co inc ide ', points 

the reader in the rig h t d irection  by his very a lterna tions; fo r, i f  

Modernism is  a d islocation  of previously h ierarch ica lly  ordered levels , 

then a character who is  Modem successively in every possible way w ill 

exhibit the thought of the Ancients to  the reader who is  astu te  enough 

to  combine these various points of view. I t  i s  in order to  point the 

reader ind irec tly  to h is meaning th a t bwift gives his persona his 

conflicting  desires fo r popular appeal and for knowledge. In these 

paragraphs, as in the Introduction , the persona is  allowed to  see 

in  a d isto rted  way the need to unite the two, and in fac t to  claim 

th a t he does so in his own " trea tise " .

The persona continues in h is Pansophist vein*, he bewails the 

fac t th a t " ...n o  famous Modern hath ever yet attempted an universal 

system in a small portable Volume, of a l l  Things th a t are to  be Known, 

or Believed, or imagined, or Practised in Life" (Tale,p .125). A 

consideration of the previous paragraphs w ill reveal the d irection  of 

Sw ift's s a t ire , which, as usual, is  not immediately obvious. The 

passage cleairly s trik es  the reader in i t ia l ly  as a general a ttack  on 

the arrogance of the Modems, but there is  a concealed unity of theme 

here,as throughout the Tale; Sw ift's point is  th a t such a system 

would have no room for any 'diversion' to  balance i t s  'in s tru c tio n '.



He goes on to  give the reader an alchemical recipe, in which Modem 

books are d is t i l le d  and sniffed through the nose, so th a t the head is  

f i l le d  with " . . . an in f in ite  Humber of Abstracts, Summaries, 

Gompendiums, Extracts, Collections, Medulla's, Excerpta quaedam's, 

F lo rile g ia 's  and the lik e , a l l  disposed in to  great Order, and 

réductible upon Paper" (Tale,p .12?). Here the fac t th a t Swift i s  on 

the a ttack  so completely allows him to defend the Ancients more 

effectively  than Temple could do, but a t  the expense of veiling his 

positive values. Even as he c r i t ic is e s  the excessive s tre ss  on 

‘instruction  tha t characterizes one s tra in  of modemism, he himself 

en terta ins or 'd iverts ' . As he says in the Preface , s a tire  has a 

more general appeal than praise which "raises envy". The corollary 

of th is , I  have suggested, is  tha t praise is  more 'in structive ' even 

though less  a ttra c tiv e . As we have seen. Swift resolves th is  tension 

by sa tir iz in g  in an en tire ly  popular way, while causing the 

"corruptions" he s a tir iz e s  to  "ape" the "beauties" which he rea lly  

admires. Here, h is point is  c learly  tha t Modem learning is  

vulgarized and superfic ia l, but he is  never more ex p lic it about the 

proper so rt of leam ing than his in i t i a l  representation of philosophy 

as "often out of Sight, and ever out of Hearing" and "poetry" as 

a tta inab le  only by "slow Degrees". ’ • There is  only the h int that

the Hermetic allusions do more than estab lish  a connection between 

Modernism and Hosicpucianism ( a connection most apparent on p .127, 

vtere the persona is  linked with several well known Hermeticists): 

once again they covertly ra ise  the subject of secrecy, since the 

persona's 'nostrum' is  so absurdly out of key with the trad itio n a l 

exclusiveness of the alchemical trad itio n .

In the cen tral section of the digression, the persona claims 

th a t h is own "universal system" is  superior to  Homer's epics, which 

he says, " . . . we are asswred, he d esig n 'd .. .fo r a compleat Body of a l l
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Knowledge Human, Divine, P o litic a l, and mechanick. . a view 

which the persona proceeds to question (Tale,p .127). As we have seen, 

the defence of Homer's universal genius was important to  the Ancients, 

who were not fundamentally d iffe ren t from Henaissance c r i t ic s  in th e ir  

basica lly  a lleg o rica l reading of the c la ss ica l epics.

The digressions, lik e  the allegory, show a gradual departure 

from tra d itio n . In the "Digression concerning C riticks", the persona 

estab lishes a paradoxical ancient trad itio n  of modem critic ism , 

fifom th is  r iv a l trad itio n  he now derives the authority  to  c r i t ic is e  

the ancients, and ultim ately to  re je c t au thority  and trad itio n  

a ltogether. In a sense th is  actually  is  how Modernism arose.^ He 

attacks the c lassics from the vantage point of an even e a r l ie r , purer 

trad itio n . Homer has not heard the voice of the f i r e  — "audivisse 

ignis vocem" (Tale,p .128j . This supposedly Zoroastrian injunction 

was quoted by Vaughan on the t i t l e  page of h is Anthroposophia 

Theomagica (I65O) as an ancient au thority  fo r h is s tre ss  on 

experimentation. Here again we must be puzzled by the sheer frequency 

of Sw ift's assaults on a trad itio n  of thought which he cduld not have 

imagined to  be a serious th rea t. The passage is  one of deceptive 

complexity. One assumes, and I  believe readers are intended to  

assume, th a t Swift is  arguing against modem Hermeticism for a common- 

secLsical, l i t e r a l  reading of the c la ss ic s . On th is  level. Swift tum s 

modern attacks on esoteric readings back against the modems them

selves. However, there are two a lte rna tives to  the persona's 

a llegoriz ing . There is  the lite ra lism  tha t appears to be Sw ift's 

implied norm- , but there is  also the view the persona re je c ts , tha t

For Bacon and Burnet's willingness to  support th e ir  own basically  
modem views with an ancient esoteric trad itio n  see pp.l30il31; 
and see also Sailor, "moses and Atomism"; mcGuire, "Hewton and the 
Pipes of Pan"; Tuveson.millendurn and Utopia,pp.162-5; Yates, The 
flosicrucian Enlightenment; Primer,"Erasmus Darwin's Temple of 
Mature"(1964).



Homer's epics are a "compleat Body of a l l  Knowledge", which would 

surely e n ta il going beneath the l i t e r a l  surface of the works in the 

same way as the persona does, although doubtless with d iffe ren t 

re su lts . Swift is  reluctan t to  defend th is  l a t t e r  type of allegory 

openly or to  describe i t s  nature in  d e ta il , but we can deduce from 

the e a r l ie r  a ttack  on Dryden's Hind and the Panther th a t he believes 

the tru th s i llu s tra te d  should not be lim ited to  p a rticu la r times and 

places. Thii is  implied in the persona's condemnation of Homer's 

" ...g ro ss  Ignorance in  the Common laws of th is  Healm, and in the 

Doctrine as well as D iscipline of the Church of England" (Tale.p .128. 

see also  p.6S ). This suggests th a t we can find in Homer a basic, 

immutable p o lit ic a l  philosophy by which a l l  p a rticu la r laws and 

churches can be Judged (and also  th a t Anglicanism is  not the only 

subject of Sw ift's own a llegory ;. The fac t th a t the persons only 

finds accounts of the most tran sito ry  contemporary fashions - lik e  tea 

and the spleen-in the ^ i c s  (Tale,p .129), seems to  t e l l  ra ther 

against his* t r iv ia l  reading, than eso teric  in te rp reta tions of the 

ancients in  general. His eccentric in terp réta tions i discredit a l l  

mysteries i f  read, superfic ia lly , but also  point the way for the 

serious reader by the very earnestness of his misdirected search.

We should pay close a tten tion  to  the persona's claims to  have 

excelled Homer in h is own "universal tre a tis e " . He says tha t " . . . th e  

Juducious Header sha ll find nothing neglected h ere ..." ,an d  mentions 

as one of h is hidden subjects, "An Universal Hule of Heason. or Every 

man h is own Carver. . . "  (Tale,pp.129-30). The mention of carving 

should remind us of the events of the main allegory immediately 

preceding the digression, in which Peter carves and serves bread, 

declaring i t  is  beef (Tale,pp.116-9). Swift implies tha t the opposite 

extreme from P e te r 's  tyranny is  the enlightenment envisaged by the 

Modems. Here again we find th a t one of the deepest concerns of the
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Tale is  the possible th rea t that reason could offer to  divinely. •’ 

revealed law. I t  i s  not only tha t the shadow of the new B ib lical 

c ritic ism  stood behind Bentley, but th a t Bentley and Wotton themselves, 

although orthodox, were typ ical of the new Low Church movement in 

th e ir  great s tre ss  on the ra tio n a lity  of C hristian ity . Other Modems, 

such as Fontenelle, were openly d e is tic .^  This means th a t the 

rebellion  of the two brothers against Peter, which is  an assertion  of 

the private reason, a lb e it  re lia n t also on the w ill, offers p a ra lle ls  

to  the modems* position . I t  resembles the persona's anatomies in 

being a po ten tia lly  harmful penetration of surfaces, although as we 

have noted, the controlling image of the coat implies th a t the 

allegory as a whole has more to do with the surface than the depths.

We "Wave already seen th a t Sairtorialism alludes not only to  Catholicism 

but to  a decadent materialism which endangers piety through i t s  covert 

indifference. I  would suggest th a t the allegory has a consistent 

double focus; Peter, I'^iartin and Jack represent three d is tin c t views 

on the re la tio n  between ‘relig ion  and leam ing. Chce th is  f a c t  is  

n o t i c e d  the allegory can be seen to  i l lu s tr a te  very c learly  some of 

the points which the digressions adumbrate.

The allegory and the d i^ s s io n s  can now be seen to  have 

contrasting struc tu res. In the allegory, the growth of Sartorialism , 

which is  dominated by images of surface, is  ended by the bro thers' 

rebellion . Section IV ends with the two brothers seemingly about to 

resto re  the coats to  th e ir  original purity , but we soon leam  in 

section VI th a t the attempt to  restore the divine law to  i t s  primitive 

purity  is  not prudent ; the fa lse  and the superfic ia l must sometimes 

be preserved. Section V begins in the same vein as Section 111, which, 

as we have seen, deals primarily with the modems' indiscreet desire

^ See above pp. 131-2 ; and Bentley's The i*‘olly and Unreasonableness 
of Atheism (I693 ).



to  communicate th e ir  knowledge of "lurking Errors", and is  thus in 

complete contrast to  S a r to r ia lis t  rhetoric  which is  concerned only 

with 'diversion' , or "sheer w it". But although there is  ta lk  of 

penetrating surfaces and communicating one's knowledge of the depths 

a t  the s ta r t  of Section V, the balance suddenly sh if ts  dram atically 

when the persona proclaims his desire to  'd ivert' . This is  a sh if t  

p a ra lle l to  the bro thers' rebellion , but away from the depths ra ther 

than towards them. In the end, ju s t as Section VI shows Martin 

practising  delica te  adjustments so as to  compromise between what one 

might c a ll  the surface and the depths of h is coat, Section V gives us 

as near to a sim ilar balance as the persona can get, in  h is ta lk  of 

combining a Layer of U tile and a payer of Lulce , and of the two 

'layers' of Homeric a lleg o rie s . Swift exhibits th is  balance in his 

own work*, while the s a tire  on Catholicism is  part of h is powerful ' 

defence of Anglicanism,it is  exoteric, being covertly undermined by 

the digressions, which, though again attacking the Modems in a 

superficial' manner, are also aimed a t  the free-th inker, and deal 

secretly  with the rules which govern communication of knowledge 

which endangers the 'common forms' . The notable aspect of the Tale 

is  not i t s  eso teric  doctrine but the effectiveness with khich Swift 

defends Anglicanism, while not sacrific ing  the tru th  as he saw i t ,  

which is  constantly being adumbrated only, since i t  contradicts ' 

th is  popular le v e l.

Like the Introduction and the f i r s t  digression, "A Digression 

in the Modem K^nd" ends with some incidental, pa rticu la r sa tire  on 

Dryden and others, which belies the seriousness and universality  of 

i t s  argument (Tale,pp.130-2).
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X "A Tale of a Tub" -  Sections VI -V III.

Having rescued the w ill, and thus performed the task of restoring  

ancient texts which is  the f i r s t  duty , of the true c r i t ic ,  the brothers 

move on to  the second task, which is  to  "divide every Beauty of matter 

or Style from the Corruption th a t Apes i t " ;  but here, I  would suggest, 

an ambiguity occurs tha t p a ra lle ls  the sh if t  in the "Digression on 

C ritics"  from the view that the true c r i t ic  lays down ru les to  allow 

the world to d istinguish  'corruptions' to  the implication th a t he 

actually  hides some ^corruptions', and so protects the world from the 

risky business of having to  make such d istinc tions (Tale, pp.92- 5 ;above 

p .164). The brothers are seized by a reforming zeal and s ta r t  to  

remove a l l  the additions to  the coats, m artin 's enthusiasm, 

however, is  tempered with reason; " . . . th e  f i r s t  Heat being over, his 

Violence began to cool, and he resolved to  proceed more moderately in 

the re s t of the Work; having already very narrowly scap'd a swinging 

H ent..."  (Tale,p. 1 36 ). By an almost imperceptible tran s itio n , I-'iartin, 

who has h itherto  represented the body of believers, th a t f i r s t  allowed 

the Christian trad itio n  to become corrupted and was then deceived by 

the Catholic clergy, now appears as one of the theoreticians of 

Anglicanism, since he rea lizes th a t there is  a problematic re la tio n 

ship between h is own knowledge of the pure Christian trad itio n  and the 

fa ith  of m ost C h r i s t i a n s . In order not to  damage the coat, I'iartin 

proceeds very cautiously when removing his embroidery, and in fac t 

accepts th a t some corruptions cannot be removed;

...where he observed the Embroidery to be workt so 
close, as not to  be got away without damaging the Cloth, 
or where i t  served to  hide or strengthen any Flaw in the 
Body of the Coat, contracted by the perpetual tampering 
of Workmen upon i t ;  he concluded the wisest Course was



to  l e t  i t  remain, resolving in  no Case whatsoever, th a t 
the substance of the s tu ff  should su ffer In ju ry .. .  
(T ale,p .136 )

This he thought the best Course to  preserve the "true Intent" of the 

w ill, which, as he points out to Jack (who is  bent on schism and 

faction}, " . . . was very exact in what re la ted  to  the wearing of th e ir  

Coats; yet i t  was no less penal and s t r i c t  in prescribing Agreement, 

and Friendship, and Affection between them. And therefore, i f  

stra in ing  a point were a t  a l l  dispensable, i t  would certain ly  be so . 

ra ther to the Advance of Unity, than Increase of Contradiction" (Tale. 

pp. 136 and 1 3 9 ). Swift shows us th a t C hristian ity  i s  a p o lit ic a l 

phenomenon as well as a divine tru th .

Swift passes over martin very quickly, and indeed almost 

parenthetically, and proceeds to dwell on Jack 's e cc en tric itie s .^  This 

can be explained as part of his general strategy of defending his 

norms in a popular, diveirting manner ra ther than "raising envy" by 

d irec t p raise. The danger here is  more specific , however; i4artin' s 

in a b ility  to restore the coat to i t s  orig inal form shows tha t 

Anglicanism is  not the true  re lig ion , but ra ther a compromise favoured 

by I'iartin because of his view (expressed also by Swift in the Thoughts 

on Religion , as we have seen; th a t some corruptions become so ' 

embedded in relig ious trad itio n  tha t the attempt to remove them w ill 

endanger popular fa ith  in tha t trad itio n  a ltogether. Swift comes 

close to  arguing tha t there must be some elements of superstition  in 

an established re lig ion , although he is  not specific about which 

doctrines can be put in th is  category. Mor does he s tre ss  the fac t 

th a t im rtin is  not himself superstitious, but only recognises that 

superstition  in others must be le f t  untouched to  a certain  extent.

^ For an in terp reta tion  of th is  as the re su lt of Sw ift's basically  
destructive energies see Hawson,"The Character of Sw ift's Satire"
p p .5 6 -7 .



Presumably, i f  a l l  were like  I'-lartin, 'rea l C hristian ity ' could be 

restored, but I'^iartin's wisdom consists of a recognition th a t 

relig ions are in  part a popular, p o lit ic a l  phenomenon. In the T ale 's 

terms, he sees the need for surfaces, but himself is  aware of the 

depths. Clearly fo r Swift to have stressed these points would have 

been to  endanger the very surfaces which im rtin rea lizes  must be 

preserved. His rend arks are aimed only a t  the'curious*. Nevertheless 

there is  some evidence th a t th is  part of the Tale was objected to 

(Swift. C ritic a l Heritage, ed. Williams,pp.54-7). I t  is  the moment 

when Swift s ta te s  most c learly  th a t the 'common forms' are illu s io n s , 

and the moment which w ill therefore shock his 'credulous* readers most 

deeply. Swift reveals th a t there is  a crucial rela tionsh ip  between 

his a ttack  on Modem critic ism  and h is defence of Anglicanism. The 

"lurking Errors" can be found in sacred as well as secular trad itions . 

There is  no reason not to  make the fu rther step of speculating, as 

Wotton does, th a t the allegory "...shews a t the bottom JSwift'sJ 

contemptiblé Opinion of every Thing which is  called C hristian ity  "

(Tale,p .3 22 ). As he says, and as we have noticed, although Miartin is  

preferred to  the other brothers, in the end a l l  three are concerned 

only with coats. On th is  in te rp re ta tion , Swift is  more open about the 

"lurking errors" here than in the digressions, precisely because his 

allegory accepts unquestioningly the authority  of the divine law. The 

lesson he i l lu s tr a te s  through i'^artin could also be applied more 

controversially  to  the free-th inker who re jec ts  th a t authority  

a ltogether. The d if f ic u lt ie s  which attend a return  to the true divine 

law mirror on a more innocuous level Sw ift's objections to  philosophical 

or c r i t ic a l  arguments which endanger th a t law i t s e l f .  Nevertheless, 

Swift does not advocate mere passive conformity. In fac t he condemns 

th is  in  h is account of Sartorialism . fa r t in  actively  works.to re ta in  

parts of the coat which he knows to be la te r  additions.



Sw ift's defence of Anglicanism as a necessary illu s io n  is  a 

part of h is support fo r the Ancients, who, as we have seen, often 

recognized a con flic t between the tru th , as they saw i t ,  and what i t  

was best for most people to believe. Wotton, whether designedly or 

not, s tresses Sw ift's  lack of b e lie f  ra ther than his defence of 

illu s io n s , and so reveals an incomprehension, or a re jec tion , of the 

concealment of the tru th  fo r p o lit ic a l reasons which is  charac te ris tic  

of the early  Modems (see p ,l30 ). Wotton f a i ls  to  mention not only 

th a t the Tale shows the'curious' why the established re lig ion  should 

be defended, but also  th a t i t  offers such a defence i t s e l f ,  d irected 

a t the 'credulous', and consisting of a liv e ly  s a t i r ic a l  assau lt on 

the enemies of Anglicanism. I t  is  Wotton who sp e lls  out the way a l l  

re lig ion  i s  reduced in the Tale, not Swift. Sw ift's  rh e to rica l method 

could well be compared to a ladder with several rungs, and a "trans

ferring  of Propriety "at the top.

The la s t  part of Section VI is  concemed with Jack's immoderate 

desire to  re tum  his coat to  i t s  orig inal state.The actual fabric 

of the coat i s  damaged as he is  ripping away the ornaments. Ünce 

again i t  is  to be assumed that the Puritan c r i t ic s  themselves know 

the proper s ta te  of the coat, but such is  the unwieldy nature of 

churches, the members of which are fo r the most part ignorant and 

'credulous', th a t no simple tran sla tion  of knowledge in to  action is  

possible. The attack  on superstition  may lead to  the overturning of 

the divine law i t s e l f .  Jack 's stripping of the ornaments tum s out 

to  be the most obvious of a series of moments in  the Tale in vdiich 

surfaces are penetrated to expose tru th s which might have been best 

l e f t  covered. Jack is  in danger of appearing en tire ly  naked, without 

the protective ve il of the law. une is  tempted to  in fer that 

c iv iliz a tio n  i t s e l f  re s ts  on a certain  obscuring of the anarchic 

nature of things.

Clearly Jack is  to be compared to the modems, many of whom were
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indeed part of the l o w  church movement when they were not free

thinkers (see p. 1 3 2 ), Like the persona-?in one of h is aspects- he 

denies th a t any tru th s need to be veiled, though there is  the 

difference tha t the au thorita tive  character of the divine law is  

taken for granted in  the allegory. (The persona’s complexity is  

revealed by the fac t that Sartorialism  also  corresponds to his 

pro ject of "creaming off Nature".; I'^artin's conduct points the way 

to  a compromise betw een'curiosity'and the persona's Epicurean 

a lte rn a tiv e  tha t involves a concealment which i s  not the same as 

passive conformity. These wider implications remain hidden unless 

one contemplates the relationship  between the allegory and the 

digressions, especially  those oti . "Critics** and "Madness  ̂ which, as we

have seen, are lik e ly  to be among the most profound i f  one takes the 

number symbolism of the Introduction seriously (Tale,p .57-8).

However, one must not forget the obvious sense in which the sa tire  

on Puritanism serves to  defend the established Church. This defence 

of the 'common forms' .is as important to bwift as any hidden meaning 

of the work. In fac t, my aim has been to  suggest th a t i t  was 

precisely  because of the importance of th is  level that the other 

levels had to remain hidden. I t  i s ,  as i t  were, a 'noble l ie ' , 

which puts some of the more theo re tica l aspects of the Tale which I 

have discussed in to  p rac tice . The fac t tha t bw ift's  sa tire  i s  based 

on popular assumptions and is-to., some extent misleading does not mean 

th a t i t  was not inspired by genuine anger, bw ift's  in tention not to 

become a "fool among knaves", which emerges in a s a t ir ic a l  rhetoric  

aimed a t  influencing popular opinion, in a sense takes precedence 

over h is more 'curious' meanings, which are concealed precisely 

because they are in con flic t with his popular defence of Anglicanism.

S w ift con clu d es t h is  s e c t io n  w ith  the in tr o d u ctio n  o f  th e  "most 

I l lu s t r io u s  and Lpidemick b eet o f  A e o l i s t s ," o f  whom th e persona i s



"advancing to  g ra tify  the World with a very p a rticu la r Account — 

Mellaeo contingens cuncta Lepore"(Tale,p .l4 2 ). This fourth quotation 

from L ucretius, which is  from the same passage as the one on the 

t i t l e  page, can be taken as implying th a t especially harsh tru th s 

w ill be discussed in section VIII, since they need to  be sweetened by 

the honey of the muses; and also, bearing in  mind Sw ift's opposition 

to  L ucretius' rhetoric  of enlightenment, th a t the humour of the 

discussion w ill conceal i t s  harshness.

The theme of penetrating surfaces is  continued in the f i r s t  

lin es  of the "Digression in Praise of Digressions"; "I have sometimes 

heard of an Ilia d  in a N ut-shell; but i t  hath been my fortune to  have 

much oftner seen a Nut-shell in an I l ia d " (Tale,p .143). Modem 

digressions are responsible for th is  latter phenomenon, by wftich c

Swiff represents the lack of in te re s t in surfaces which characterises 

the new learning. The subject of the digression is  the f in a l 

perfection of Modernism as imagined by the Pansophists. In the 

previous tw o'digressions, the persona has se t up a r iv a l eso teric  

trad itio n  to  th a t of the Ancients; which is  now replaced by a typology 

th a t foreshadows the era o f 'c le a r  and distinct^ knowledge, in which *Nutr- 

she lls”are no longer considered necessary (Tale,pp.147-9). However, 

i t  appears th a t to dispense with surfaces is  a lso  to endanger the 

‘depths*; 'in struction ' degenerates in to ‘diversion* under such circum

stances . Swift fears that, f'with Knowledge, i t  has fared as with a 

numerous Army, encamped in a f ru itfu l  country; which for a few days 

maintains i t s e l f  by the Product of the soyl i t  is  on; T ill  provisions 

being spent, they send to  forrage many a Tiile, among Friends or 

Enemies i t  matters not. Mean while, the neighbouring T'ields trampled 

and beaten down, become barren and dry, affording no sustenance but 

Clouds of Dust." ‘Progress' in knowledge simply means th a t harmful- 

"friend or enemies"-or superfluous fac ts  w ill be discovered and the



few, v ita l  tru th s  forgotten (Tale,p .1 4 4 j.

Paul Korshin has pointed out the many ways in which the la t t e r  

part of th is  digression appears to  parody Puritan typological 

readings of the Bible: the persona describes how the sciences have

a l l  been drawn up into "Systems and Abstracts" by the "Modem gathers 

of Leaming", who have " ...sp e n t th e ir  Sweat fo r the Ease of Us th e ir  

Children**, so th a t now there is  hardly anything l e f t  to  discover.

The Modem c r i t ic s  are compared to  the Church Fathers and the f ru i t  

of th e ir  labours is  the millennium. The persona takes the recent 

advances in the area of obscene wit as exemplifying Modem progress, 

and declares th a t ," .. .th e *  some nemains of i t  were l e f t  us by the 

A ntients, yet have not any of those, as I remember, been transla ted  

or compiled in to  Systems fo r modem Use." The Modems' genius in 

th is  area "...w as prophetically held fo rth  by tha t zmtient typical 

Description of the Indian pygmies; whose Stature did not exceed above 

two Foot; sed quorum pudenda crassa . . . "  Swift gives two other 

ancient 'ty p e s ', each drawn from the Scythians, generally considered 

to  be equalled in barbarism only by the Goths. The Modems* books 

shall remain "for a long Eternity" unread on the booksellers' shelves 

and, "when the Fulness of time is  come, shall haply undergo the Tryal 

of Purgatory, in order to ascend the sky".^

In th is  way. Swift leads us to ponder on the link  between 

Modemism and Puritanism. Both are 'curious'', in the sense th a t th e ir  

desire to expose the tru th  is  not moderated by a recognition th a t

tru th s can be harmful to  society. As we have seen, some Modems were
2

indeed m illenarians. However, there are contrasts as well as

 ̂ Ib id ,pp .145-9 . See also Kprsbin, "Swift and Typological 
Narrative" ( I 9 7 0 ; .

^ See p .lS l; and Tuveson, Swift and the Worldmakers(1 9 5 0 ) fo r
attacks on Bumet in the Tale. Swift sees Bum et's Golden Age as 
merely another cycle of barbarism, as his references to the 
Scythians imply.



p a ra lle ls . This section shows a degeneration of the earnest Modem 

c r i t ic ,  bent on his 'heroic' task of dragging out "lurking erro rs", 

in to  the frivolous and obscene wit, as the " f ru itfu l Üountry" of 

knowledge becomes overpopulated. The modems have chosen 'diversion' 

over 'in struction ' ju s t as the persona did in  the second digression 

(see p .114). In contrast. Jack is  in deadly, destructive eam est, 

while i t  was the b a r to r ia lis ts  whose ta lk  was a l l  "sheer w it". In 

other words, the allegory and the digression move in precisely 

opposite d irec tions, bw ift's  point i s ,  I  believe, th a t the chief 

dangers to  re lig ion  and leam ing are also  opposite. Heligion should 

not be subjected to a misplaced earnestness of enquiry, while the 

essence of leam ing is  eam est enquiry, we can deduce fu rther that 

the attempt to separate leam ing from 'diversion' eventually leads to 

the tr iv ia liz a tio n  of leam ing i t s e l f .  The T ale 's central teaching 

is  th a t the surface and the depths are both impoirtant, but are in 

tension with each other, and must be kept c learly  separated.

We have understood the quotation from Lucretius which prepares 

us for the section on the Aeolists as indicating th a t the harshest 

tru th s are now going to be discussed, since they need the honey of 

poetry to  sweeten them. After s ta ting  tha t the Aeolists believe wind 

to  be the ruling princip le , from which " . . . t h i s  whole Universe was a t 

f i r s t  produced, and in to  which i t  must a t  la s t  be reso lv ed ..." , Swift 

quotes again from De Herum Nature ; "j t̂om such a fate  may guiding 

fortune s tee r us c lear,"  The "fate" which Lucretius fears is  the most 

unpleasant imaginable: the ultimate destruction of the world (Tale

pp.1 7 4  and 1 3 0 ) .  The quotation indicates th a t, ju st as Sartorialism  

is  more than a sa tire  on Catholicism, so Aeolism comprehends more 

than Calvinism. (This is  not to deny tha t on one level Swift d irec ts  

an extremely effective , not to  say inflammatory a ttack  on the 

.Nonconformists, and one calculated to affron t the l o w  Church



moderates, who were less  than enthusiastic  in th e ir  support fo r an 

established religion,^ As in the descrip tion of Sartorialism ,Sw ift 

draws p a ra lle ls  between the obvious ta rge t of h is s a tire  and 

m a te ria lis tic  or a th e is tic  philosophies. Not only is  Lucretius 

referred to , but, as Wotton noticed, there is  an unmistakeable 

echoing of Hobbesian B iblical c ritic ism  in the A eolist reduction of 

s p i r i t  to  wind, which has led some c r i t ic s  to  see Hobbes as Sw ift's 

principal ta rg e t here.^ What is  Sw ift's in tention  in linking two 

such disparate outlooks as Hobbist or Epicurean materialism and Non

conformist 'enthusiasm' ?

As i f  to  fu rther confuse the reader, there are also  many 

references to  Hermeticism and eso teric  trad itio n s , as the ed ito rs 

point out: the Aeolists are "Adepts" who have garnered th e ir  system

from "antient records", perhaps "copied from the Original a t Delphos'" 

(Tale,pp.150-1t13^ -7 t1 6 1 ). This ra ises  in even more pressing form 

than previously the problem of why bwift s a tir iz e s  esotericism  so 

fie rce ly . One could see the re la tin g  of Modemism to radical 

Hermeticism as an effective  gambit, but i t  is  hard to  understand what 

is  gained by making the same connection in the case of Honconformism. 

In the account of Aeolism, as in tha t of Sartorialism , the allegory 

opens up to  reveal a puzzling breadth of reference, which forces the 

"ignorant" reader to "stare", as bwift puts i t .  The persona was 

rig h t in  surmising th a t his " trea tise"  would gain a firm "Hold" upon 

some of h is readers via th e ir  "curiosity" (Tale,pp .183.203). The 

surface of the Tale -  i t s  controversial and witty defence of

 ̂ See Tale,p .314; Hopkins,"The Personification of Hobbism in Sw ift's 
Tale of a Tub". See p .160 for sim ilar views on Sartorialism ,

2
Though there was such a connection during the Interregnum — 
see Debus, The Chemical Philosophy,pp.386-448, See also Webster
Examination of Academies (1634J7



Anglicanism-is important, and Swift does not try  to d is tra c t his readers 

from i t ,  but there is  a lso  a series of ridd les for those who wish to 

look beneath the surface.

I  would suggest that the link  between Hobbism and Nonconformism 

is  v is ib le  in the i n i t i a l  quotation from ^ucretius, which reveals the 

fear experienced by the poet when contemplating the bleakest conclusion 

of h is materialism, which is  tha t the world w ill end and with i t  the 

human race. The indifference of the universe to man, of which th is  is  

the supreme example, is  the doctrine which Ducretius aims to "sweeten" 

with his poetry, but the poet himself, l e t  alone his audience, finds i t  

frightening. I  believe tha t bwift implies tha t th is  doctrine, like  the 

"lurking Errors", should not be dragged out into the open, but should 

remain one of the tru ths known only to th e ’curious*philosopher. 

Sim ilarly, in the relig ious allegory, the earnestness of Jack 's desire 

to  resto re  the coats to th e ir  orig inal sta te  d is tra c ts  him from wondering 

whether the tru th  is  in th is  case useful to society . Aeolism stands fo r 

the attempt to  discard a l l  surfaces — to eliminate a l l  the errors on 

which society is  founded. This can be disastrous even when the errors 

being discarded are misrepresentations of a law, i’he orig inal aim of 

which was to protect man in some sense, bwift is  re la tiv e ly  candid about 

th is . He is  less  d irec t about the the p a ra lle ls  to a fa r  more dangerous 

attempt to  expose flaws in the divine law i t s e l f ;  but his critic ism  of 

the free-th inkers is  in fac t iden tica l to h is critic ism  of the Puritans. 

I t  is  c lear why the analogy can only be dimly sketched in, fo r i t  is  one 

thing to  agree with the puritans in many of th e ir  critic ism s of the 

established re lig ion  , and to counsel silence, but quite another to agree 

with many of the free-thinkers* criticism s of C hristian ity  i t s e l f ,  buch 

an agreement, openly expressed, would be in contradiction with Sw ift's 

own attack  on ’unmasking' . This is  not to say tha t the sa tire  on 

Puritanism is  only important insofar as i t  bears analogy to the Tale' s
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d eep er l e v e l s ,  un the con trary , a s i  have s a id , the whole aim o f  S w if t ' s  

se c r e c y  i s  to  a llo w  him to  d efen d sth e  ’common form s’ , even a s  he 

a d d resses  th e  fr e e - th in k e r s  on a d eeper l e v e l .

A eolism  stan d s fo r  an attem pt to  d isca r d  th o se  harm less erro rs  

which come under th e  heading o f  the 'su r fa c e ', in  th e  terms o f  th e  T a le . 

The a l le g o r y  a s  a whole p r e sen ts  S w if t ' s  th eory  o f  th e  proper r e la t io n -  . 

sh ip  between s u r fa c e s  and d ep th s, and the way t h is  r e la t io n s h ip  ten d s to  

be d is t o r t e d .  As we have seen , S a r to r ia lism  sta n d s f o r  a  s e c r e t  

m ater ia lism  which le a d s  to  a gradual corru p tion  o f  th e  t r a d it io n a l  

r e l i g io n .  I t  i s  a l l  su r fa ce  and outward con form ity . C on versely , th e  

p o rtra y a l o f  A eolism  i s , i n  p a r t ,S w if t ' s  comment on an age when, a s  he 

sa y s  e lsew h ere , f r e e - th in k e r s  were u sin g  " le s s  re se r v e  than any o f  

[ t h e i^  P red ecessors"  (S w ift , works, IV,27-8). The a l le g o r y ,  which d e a ls  

alw ays w ith  th e  p r a c t ic a l  consequences o f  th e o ry , shows th a t  t h i s  le a d s  

not to  a  gradual corru p tion  but to  immediate chaos and barbarism .^ In  

c o n tr a s t  to  both extrem es; I'iartin r e v e a ls  th é  nature o f  th e  compromise 

between su r fa c e s  and d ep th s , not only  fo r  th e  C h ristia n  but fo r  the non- 

C h ris tia n  .

T his tech n iq u e o f  ad d ressin g  both t h e ‘credulous*and t h e ‘curious* on 

d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  o f  the same t e x t  produces an am bigu ity  which I  b e l ie v e  

S w ift in te n d s  to  be u n s e t t l in g ;  th e  " en th u sia sts"  are s a t ir iz e d  from
2

th e  vantage p o in t o f  a red u c tiv e  m ater ia lism  which i s  i t s e l f  parod ied .

The double movement in  the s a t i r e  i s  ev id en t in  p assages l ik e  th e  

fo llo w in g ;  "For, whether you p le a se  to  c a l l  th e  T'orma inform ans o f  to n ,  

by th e  name o f  S p ir i t u s , Animus, A f f la t u s , or Anima; What are a l l  th e se  

but se v e r a l A p p e lla tio n s  fo r  Wind? which i s  th e  r u lin g  Flem ent in  every

 ̂ See T a le ,p p . 1 6 0 ,1 9 4  fo r  the n o tio n  th a t  an age o f  barbarism  comparable 
to  th a t  found in  th e  most p r im itiv e  ra ces  was th r e a te n in g .

 ̂ Hopkins, "The P ersonation  o f  Hbbbism."



Compound., and into which they a l l  resolve upon th e ir  Corruption" (Tale, 

p .131). Like the picture which can appear to represent e ith e r a duck or 

a rab b it, the reduction of insp iration  to  wind can t e l l  e ith e r against 

the reducer himself or the thing reduced. The free-th inker is  a ttrac ted  

by the banter on in sp ira tion , but i t  is  hoped th a t a t some point he w ill 

rea lize  h is own Hobbist assumptions are being parodied: the tub is

revealed to  be hollow, and the sa tire  is  suddenly deprived of any firm 

norm. As several c r i t ic s  have argued, the e ffec t of passages like  th is  

is  th a t the reader himself fee ls  under a ttack  (see above p. ). The 

w itty surface of the Tale opens up to reveal i t s  d ia le c tic a l s truc tu re .

What is  there l e f t  over when both animism and mechanism are rejected?

My theory is ,  th a t although rad ical Nonconfsanism and Hobbist 

materialism are opposites in a sense, they are linked by a common 

outspokenness. Similarly, in the "Digression on Madness',' the p rosely tising , 

'credulous*knave and the'curious'philosopher, who gravely reveals tha t a l l  

i s  good for nothing,are both c r it ic ise d . In the famous crux and the 

accounts of the two 'sea ts ' Swift points out the links between the 

allegory-which stays on the surface, as i t  were, and within the lim its  of 

'credu lity ' —and the more 'curious' d igressions. The way each illum inates 

the other ty p ifie s  the Tale' s method. As I  hope now to  show, the concern 

with the theme of outspokenness is  evident throughout the account of 

the A eolists.

As is  the case with Sartorialism , Aeolist theory has a p rac tica l 

consequence — a view of the way human l i f e  should be lived . In each, 

the log ical connection between the moral philosophy and rhetoric  of the 

'sec ts ' and th e ir  metaphysical schemes is  stressed heavily; "In .

consequence of th is . Their next Principle was, th a t î ian brings with him 

into the World a Portion or Grain of Wind, which may be called a yuinta 

essen tia . . .  [whic^ is  improvable into a l l  Arts and Sciences, and may 

be wonderfully refined, as well as enlarged by certa in  methods in



Education," Une might say that, for the Aeolists, man is  s p ir i tu a lis  

capax. Their view ’apes" Sw ift's b e lie f  th a t man is  characterized by a 

po ten tia l fo r ra tio n a lity .^  Swift seems to  be sa tir iz in g  overoptimistic 

views of human nature, whether i t  is  the power of the s p i r i t  or the 

reason which is  overestimated (here too the double'credulous* and'curious’’ 

perspective is  maintained). The d if f ic u lt ie s  which attend the acquiring 

of true leam ing are a constant theme of the digressions (Tale,pp. 125-6. 

1 4 5 ). The fa c i l i ty  with vdiich an Aeolist can be 'educated' i s  matched 

by the fa c i l i ty  with which he can educate others. As Swift puts i t  in 

the "Digression on i'jadness", when one has proselytised oneself, "the 

D ifficu lty  is  not so great in bringing over o thers." In contrast to 

S a rto ria l rhetoric , which aimed only to  en terta in , the Aeolists are 

characterized by the unrestrained attempt to  communicate the deepest 

tru th s ; when th e ir  "(quintessence" has been " . . . blown up to  i t s  

Perfection,[they believe it)ought not to  be covetously hoarded up, 

s t i f le d , or hid under a Bushel, but freely  communicated to  i-ankind.

Upon these Hëasons, and* others of equal Weight, the Wise AEolists , 

affirm  the G ift of BEiiGHING, to  be the noblest Act of a national 

Creature" (Tale,pp.152-3)• Belching is  a very natural symbol fo r a 

rheto ric  which knows no re s tra in t.  I t  reminds us of the persona's 

e a r l ie r  uucCetlan account of words,whsrc. "every one carries home a share 

and l i t t l e  or nothing is  lo st"  ( ib id ,p p .6 0 -l) . I  would suggest tha t 

Sw ift's rea l views can be inferred from the a lte rna tive  course which the 

Aeolists re je c t. Hhetoric is  tru ly  noble when i t  involves'hoarding up)

* s t i f l i n g ' a n d ‘h id in g  under B u sh els .

T h is i s  fo llow ed  by y e t  another o f  th e  T a le ' s  s a t i r e s  on e s o te r ic is m .  

The A e o l is t s  have a  Cabbala,which i s  even more p ara d o x ica l than th e  .. 

support fo r  e s o te r ic  wisdom which S w ift  has h a b itu a lly  a t tr ib u te d  to  th e

^ T ale.p .1 52 ; see Yolton, John uocke and the Way of Ideas(I 9 6 9 ) . p p . 40-l.



Modems, since he has ju s t emphasized th e ir  in ab ility  to  keep a secre t. 

We must ask again why Swift does th is , and, 1 believe, the same answer ' 

must be given: Swift i s  indicating, obliquely, the very q u a litie s  tha t

the A eolists lack. Among th e ir  "mysteries and Hites" is  a "Contrivance 

fo r carrying and preserving Winds in Casks or B arrels..." ,w hich  has now 

been lo s t  (Tale,p .135)• bwift describes how these barre ls were cowerted 

in to  oracles by being fixed in to  temples, so th a t, on "Solemn Days ", the 

p rie s ts  could enter to  be f i l le d  with wind, and de liver th e ir  "oracular 

Belches"; a custom which has led "some Authors" to  maintain th a t the 

A eolists " ...have been very an tien t in the World. Because, the Delivery 

of th e ir  M ysteries. . .appears exactly the same with tha t of other an tien t 

Oracles, whose Inspirations were owing to  certain  subterraneous 

Effluviums of Wind. . ."  The most obvious effect of th is  is  to  d isc red it 

the Nonconformists by associating them with pagan frenzies. Once again 

i t  should be stressed tha t Swift does not expect or want the 

'superfic ia l"  reader to  do'anything but enjoy the joke a t  the expense of 

the Nonconformists (see ‘above p.1%5).

However, as the ed itors of the Tale indicate , these paragraphs also 

re c a ll  the Modems' reductive view of the p rie s ts  who controlled the 

oracles. While Temple and the other Ancients believed th a t the p rie s ts  

were " . . . a  colledge or Society of wise and learned Men, in a l l  so rts of 

Sciences ", Fontenelle was typical of the Modems in denying tha t the 

oracles were anything more than frauds by which the pagan p rie s ts  

shrouded th e ir  ignorance in mystery. The frenzies of the in it ia te s  were 

caused by the intoxicating effects of subterranean winds.^ The sa tire  

in th is  passage does not end with the debasing comparison of 

Nonconformist zeal to  pagan frenzy; but is  also directed a t  the peculiar

 ̂ Tale,pp .155-7; Blackwell, Enguiry, pp.184-94; Fontenelle, History 
of the Uracles,pp.95-6. bee also Hope's view, above p .136.



literal-m indedness of the persona's mechanism. What is  metaphorical 

banter to  us is  to  him a serious sc ie n tif ic  account. He describes the 

way a"secret funnel" is  conveyed from the p riest*s " ...P o s te r io rs , to 

the Bottom of the Barrel, which admits new supplies of Inspiration  from 

a Northern Chink or Crany. Whereupon, you behold him swell immediately 

to  the Shape and Size of h is Vessel. In th is  posture he disembogues 

whole Tempests upon his Auditory, as the s p i r i t  from beneath gives him 

U tterance..."  This creates a confusing counterflow of irony. The 

reductive mechanism which forms the basis of the a ttack  on 'enthusiasm' 

i s  i t s e l f  attacked. Fontenelle*s theories about subterranean 

exhalations are rendered absurd by extension. Modem materialism is  

seen to  threaten the very concept of wisdom. All human achievements are 

described as physical processes — wind. In th is  way Swift f i r s t  

amuses,and then attempts to  bring his critic ism s home to^his own free - 

thinking readers, who re je c t tha t 'hoarding up' or 's t i f l in g ' of words 

which characterized the oracles. There is  approval of the oracles 

beneath the éa tire  on those who attacked them.

The a r t  of making the "Casks or Barrels" which preserved winds on 

"long sea Voyages" has now been lo s t and has been "with great Negligence 

omitted by Pancirollus. " Pancirollus* book on lo s t a r ts  is  

mentioned again la te r  in connection with the view th a t 'curiosity ' is  

the most useful passion to  a t t r a c t  readers (Tale,pp.200-202). The best 

way to stimulate curiosity  is  to hide one's meanings. The barre ls and 

the sea voyage remind us of the tub of the preface , which perhaps 

a ttrac ted  the whale because he could not get a good look inside. The 

secrecy Swift urges not only protects the 'common forms' but actively  

stim ulates th e 'cu rio u s 'read e r 's  desire to  leam . Swift implies tha t i t  

can also be used to preserve leam ing. The Tale exemplifies the 

secretive methods which i t  advocates. Here,Swift Qbscures h is basic 

point, but leads the free-th inker to ponder on the links between Hobbism



and Nonconformism which the passage implies. The persona introduces his 

discussion of the A eolists ' devils in the following way;

And, whereas the mind of m n, when he gives the Spur and 
Bridle to  his thoughts, doth never stop, but naturally  
s a l lie s  out in to  both extreams of High and now, of Good 
and Bvil; His f i r s t  F light of Fancy, commonly transports 
Him to Idea 's  of what is  most perfect, fin ished, and 
exalted; t i l l  having soared out of h is own Heach and Sight, 
not well perceiving how near the Frontiers of Height and 
Depth, border upon each other; With the same Course and 
Wing, he f a l ls  down plum into  the lowest Bottom of Things; 
lik e  one who trave ls  the .sast in to  the West; or like  a 
s t r a i t  Line drawn by i t s  own length in to  a C ircle.
Whether a Tincture of Nialice in our Natures, makes us fond 
of furnishing every bright idea with i t s  Reverse ; Or, 
whether Reason reflec ting  upon the Sum of Things, can, 
lik e  the sun, serve only to  enlighten one h a lf of the 
Globe, leaving the other Half, by Necessity, under Shade 
and Darkness. (Tale,pp. l j7 -8 ).

The two devils he goes on to  describe clearly  represent m ateria lis t 

systems, which are "sworn Foe[sJ to Insp iration". Swift indicates here 

th a t materialism and 'enthusiasm' are equally undesirable "extreams of 

High and Low". This confirms my view tha t Sw iftis playing one off 

against the other in his* portrayal of Aeolism, and indeed suggesting 

tha t outspoken materialism is  i t s e l f  an enthusiastic  reaction against 

'enthusiasm: "...how near the i^Tontiers of Height and Depth border upon

each o t h e r . T h e  passage shows tha t Sw ift's irony is  best thought of

While h in t in g  a t  th e  d i a l e c t i c  nature o f  his sa t ire . Swift is
s t i l l  parodying the free-th inkers. The view th a t hanicheism is  the 
natural re lig ion , repeated by the persona la te r  -  Tale,pp.27^ -  had 
been controversially  maintained by Bayle in his a r t ic le s  on the 
hanichees and Faulicians in the H istorical and C ritic a l Dictionary 
(1697 ). Bayle often seems to be a t  the back of Sw ift's mind in  the 
Tale, as the free-th inker who most openly preached materialism.
Compare, fo r instance, the following with the "Digression on i^jadness", 
pp.162-3: "There's a seed of corruption in the soul of I'jan, which ..
may ju s tly  be likened to a coal applied to combustible m atter. I f  
th is  coal be blown by a violent wind, 'tw il l  cause a fea rfu l ravage ; 
but won't f a i l  doing a deal of mischief though assisted  by no wind p 
a t  a l l .  All the difference l ie s  here, tha t i t s  action spreads farthe r 
and sw ifter when driven by the wind than when not. The Devil is  like  
a wind blowing up the coal of our concupiscence, and the cause indeed 
of i t s  bringing forth  ev il f ru i ts  sooner and in  a larger crop, which 
yet would thrive and grow apace, purely from the rankness of the so il" . 
Or again: "host great even ts.. .turn often enough on some small and 
hidden springs, mô Qd by envy, in te re s t , love. . . " ^Reflections on the 
Comet,pp.4 7 3 ,476) Swift possessed Bayle's continuation of his



as a dialogue, teasing the reader in to  searching fo r  some compromise t 

between the 'surface 'and  the'depths'. As we have seen, the persona 

himself moves between extremes, only "enlightening one half of the 

globe" a t once, and leaving knowledge of the whole to  be sought through 

some so rt of combination of h is contradictory positions (see above,p.ITS ) .  

(moreover, the Tale does "furnish every bright Idea with i t s  reverse", so 

th a t one can often precisely invert the abuses i t  s a tir iz e s  to  arrive  a t  

aw ift 's  own views, as has appeared in the case of the Aeolists themselves.) 

The image of the c irc le , echoed la te r  when Peter and Jack are compared to 

a p a ir  of compasses (Tale,p .199j. implies th a t many abuses take the part 

fo r the whole, so th a t when taken together, they can lead to  an under

standing of the whole. Just as i'jartin is  S a r to r ia lis t  in h is p a r tia l  

concealment of his knowledge, but Aeolis.t in h is concern fo r the tru th , 

so in the "Digression on madness", bw iftsposition is  reached by combining 

the a ttacks on'unmasking'and on'credulity'.

The world must be matter or s p i r i t  a t  the deepest level, so what 

compromise can there be in th is  case? dwift h in ts a t i t  by providing the 

A eolist god with two deadly enemies, who are to some extent contrasted; 

there is  f i r s t ly  " . . . th e  Gamelion, sworn Foe to  In sp ira tion . who in 

Scorn, devoured large influences of th e ir  God; without refunding the 

sm allest B last by F ructation; " and secondly, moulinavent (ie.'windmill*), 

"who with four strong Arms, waged e ternal B attel with a l l  th e ir  

D iv in ities , dextrously turning to avoid th e ir  Blows, and repay them with 

In terest"  (Tale,pp.l59-6Qj. moulinavent is  as much an enemy to 's p ir i t ' 

as Gamelion, but ra ther than simply "scorning" i t ,  as the free-th inkers 

do, opts to  channel i t  in some useful d irec tion . The compromise involves

Reflections on the Comet, -  Williams, Dean Sw ift's lib ra ry .c a t.n o .124. 
For Bayle's strong influence in Bngland a t  the time see Courtines, 
Bayle's Relations with Bngland and the Bnglish (1938).



an acceptance th a t 'enthusiasm' is  always with us,and a determination to 

operate within the sphere of 'credulity' ra th e r than attending to  expose 

i t .



V. "A Digression on 1'ad.ness" and the "mechanical Operation of the 
Spirit?

The "Digression on I'ladness" commences with the persona's contention 

th a t the authors of the "greatest Actions" ever performed were a l l  the 

victims of melancholia. I t  i s  not hard to see p a ra lle ls  with Temple's 

essays^ Of Heroic Virtue and uf Poetry in the f i r s t  part of the 

"Digression". Temple divides a l l  great benefactors of mankind in to  three 

groups; poets, heroes and prophets (Five miscellaneous iüssays.p .çS ). 

Sw ift's  three types of madman both resemble and d if fe r  from these. Where 

Temple proclaims his in ab ility  to discuss prophets because th e ir  g reats 

ness was en tire ly  a matter of insp ira tion . Swift tre a ts  of those who 

"propagate New Religions", a lb e it in a disowned 'fragment'' Temple's 

heroes, who are re s is te rs  of tyranny and 'law givers', become Sw ift's 

"establishers* of New Empires by Conquest;" while h is-poets ' become 

Sw ift's  innovators in philosophy. Temple presents a secularized version 

of the notion of heroic fury popular among Renaissance P la ton ists , 

which was inherited  from Plato and A risto tle , who together created a

1 The fac t that Swift mentions relig ious "phrenzy" here but discusses 
i t  only in the "mechanical Operation" is  my ju s tif ic a tio n  fo r 
trea tin g  th is  work alongside the "Digression on i''iadness". Nichol 
Smith and Guthkelch support my view th a t there are close connections 
between the works — Tale, p . l i i i .  The fac t th a t i t  is  appended to 
the main work and in part disowned by Swift can be explained by i t s  
extremely controversial character — see Wotton's comments. Tale,p. 
3 23 . I  would agree with Clifford — "Sw ift's mechanical Operation 
of the S p irit"  (19^9) — who sees i t  as the climax of the Tale.
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certa in  tension in the concept of melancholy; an excess of the 

melancholic humour was thought to produce e ith e r madness or great genius. 

Ficino, who reintroduced th is  idea, believed th a t the great ev il of 

madness could be converted into a great good by study and contemplation.^

I would suggest that Swift is  using the common-sensical de fin itio n  of 

madness as a departure from the 'common forms' against the Moderns, even 

though he himself disagrees with i t .  As we have seen. Swift believes 

th a t poetry involves a "transferring  of Propriety", and tha t philosophy is  

"ever out of Hearing". Beneath the obvious s a t ire , and in tension with

i t .  Swift Is once again pointing the way to  the "bright Ideas" by furn

ishing them with th e ir  reverse,, fa ther as fa lse  c ritic ism  formed a 

d isto rted  re flec tio n  of the true c ritic ism . Ne must be a le r t  to  discover

precisely  where and fo r what reason Swift parts company with his persona.

Swift is  c loser to  the persona, as he draws h is links between madness 

and greatness, than would a t f i r s t  appear.

In the account of the various types of melancholia which 

follow s,the sa tire  on mechanism is  closer to the surface than elsewhere 

in the Tale. As in the Introduction i t  is  assumed th a t society can 

be analysed in terms of the struggle for power (see above p .US ),  Here 

again, however, there is  the implication tha t th is  is  an inadequate 

perspective: when the persona attempts to  solve the problem of how a 

"...num erical Difference in the Brain, can produce a ffec ts  of so vast a 

Difference from the same Vapour, as to  be the sole Point of Individuation 

between Alexander the Great, Jack of ueyden, and monsieur Des Cartes, " 

there is  a 'gap' in the manuscript, and a footnote, almost certain ly  by 

Swift, in which he comments tha t the"Author did wisely" in passing

See Klibansky, Saturn and melancholy, pp.16-7,247-71. For Sw ift's 
use of the trad itio n a l link  between madness and {Melancholy see. 
(janavan,"Fiadness and Enthusiasm in Burton's Anatomy of Melancholy 
and Sw ift's 'T ale "of a Tub‘*(l970j.



over th is  problem since i t  is  .not worth a Solution; and i t  were well 

i f  a l l  Metaphysical Cobweb problems were no otherwise answered"(Tale,p . 

1 70 ). Swift inv ites us to  wonder why "individuation" cannot be explained 

in Hobbist terms.^ The previous gap in the tex t was followed by the 

account of poetry as involving "climbing up by slow degrees"; the next 

one precedes the discussion of the need to  arouse curiosity  (Tale,p .62, 

200). This one is  followed by the famous crux which, as we have seen, 

begins with an ambiguous portrayal of the l ife  in 'common forms' , which 

is  not, as a t  f i r s t  appeared, one of mere commonsense, since i t  involves 

a 'shaping of the understanding' which can lead to ^particular^ unpopular 

'notions' (see above p.ZO ; . I  would argue th a t Swift is  indicating a 

way in which the melancholic can gain control over h is destiny and put 

his abnormality to  positive use. By shaping the "Understanding by the 

Pattern of Human Learning" the melancholic can in some way avoid 

endangering society, as others whose constitu tion  predisposes them to 

adopt grandiose schemes. Swift is  making the same point as in the 

Introduction* -  the truè philosopher does not aim for power (see above 

p .lZ i) . He conforms to  the'common form s', The persona i l lu s tr a te s  h is 

argument th a t the "greatest Actions" can stem from the smallest 

physiological changes with the example of Heniy IV of fiance, whose 

aggressive imperialism was caused by an immoderate desire  fo r an "absent 

Female". Sw ift's fin a l quote from Lucretius occurs a t  th is  point; Henry 

IV is  said to have followed in vain tha t poe t's  advice, tha t excessive 

amorous passion must be diverted to  objects which can be loved in a 

less extreme manner i f  the lover is  to  avoid coming to  harm (Tale,p .164). 

There is  also a method by which a melancholic can sublimate his own baser

 ̂ For the view th a t Swift reveals the lim ita tions of the Modernist 
paradigm while seeming to base his argument on tha t paradigm see 
Fisher, "An Lno to the renaissance" (1974-3;.
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desires, transcending them by d irecting  them towards higher ends. This 

is  one of the main themes in both the Symposium and Phaedrus. In the 

former, Diotima propounds her famous theory of the "heavenly ladder" in 

which love fo r an individual is  eventually transmuted . in to  love of 

knowledge and the "Good"

I f  th is  is  indeed Sw ift's meaning, then the "Digression" appears 

se lf-contrad ictory , fo r i t  is  secretly  praising philosophical thought 

even as i t  spends much time sa tir iz in g  "New Schemes in Philosophy". 

Sw ift's  a ttack  on Modern free-th inkers seems to  be a re jection  of a l l  

independent thought in favour of the consensus of opinion a t  any 

p a rticu la r moment. This ambiguity, I  would argue, i s  typ ical of the Tale, 

and occurs also in the central crux of the "Digression'', where Swift 

covertly gives reasons for se tting  a higher value on 'cu riosity ' than he 

appears to  do (see above p .16 J. Un one level Swift seems to  condemn 

'credulous' and 'curious' innovations in the same way. (Here, as in the 

previous section, 'enthusiasts ' and mechanists are lumped together. )

But his critic ism  of Descartes and spicurus a t  le a s t ,re la te s  more to 

th e ir  rhe to rica l ta c tic s  than theiP .philosophical systems, which Swift : 

w ittily  conflates:

Epicurus modestly hoped, th a t one Time or another, a 
certain  Fortuitous Concourse of a l l  Men's Opinions, a f te r  
Perpetual Justlings, the Sharp with the Smooth, the Light 
and the Heavy, the Hound and the Square, would by certain  
Glinamina, unite in the Notions of Atoms and Void, as

Symposium,210-11; See Hammond,"In Praise of Wisdom", fo r the links 
between the “Digression** and the Symposium. This accords with the view 
of several recent c r i t ic s  that Sw ift's creative force originated in a 
basically  subversive temperament — Hawson, "The Character of Sw ift's 
S a tire " ,p .66. Sw ift's consciousness of th is  fac t i s  implied la te r  in 
the description of Acamoth, who created out of negative emotions - 
"A cuius lacrymis humecta prodit Substantia, a risu  lucida, a 
t r i s t i t i a  solida, e t a timore mobilis"; Tale,p .18?.

2 “Epicurus. Diogenes, Apollonius, uucnetius, Paracelsus, Des Cartes? 
Tale, p. 1 ^
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these did in the urig inals of a l l  Things. Cartesius 
reckoned to  see before he died, the Sentiments of a l l  
Philosophers, like  so many lesse r Stars in his Romantick 
System, rap t and drawn within his own Vortex.
(T ale ,p .167 ; .

Sw ift's  attacks on philosophy turn out to  be directed a t the Modems’ 

manner of expressing th e ir  thought ra ther than the thought i t s e l f .^

This is  perfectly  compatible with the view th a t contemplation in i t s e l f  

i s  good, a t le a s t fo r the melancholic. Sw ift's  implication is  th a t the 

Modern philosophers are driven by the desire  fo r power and fame ra ther

than the desire  fo r learning. However the effectiveness of the c ritic ism

of the Modems depends on Sw ift's stance of arguing from the 'common 

form s'. To attack  the project of enlightenment more openly would be to 

adopt a fa r  less popular position.

The persona proceeds to  explain why a l l  innovators gain d isc ip les .

I t  appears th a t " . . . th e re  is  a peculiar String in the Harmony of Human 

Understanding,^ which in .several individuals i s  exactly of the same 

Tuning," and which, if'plucked "among those of the same P itch ," w ill 

cause them to sound "by a secret necessary Sympathy". The s k i l l  l ie s  in

finding those of the same pitch;

for i f  you chance to  ja r  the String among those who are
e ith e r above or below your own height, instead of 
subscribing to  your Doctrine, they w ill t ie  you fa s t ,  c a ll  
you î jad, and feed you with Bread and Water. I t  i s  there
fore a Point of the Nicest Conduct to  d istinguish  and 
adapt th is  noble ta le n t, with respect to  the Differences
of Persons and of Times. Cicero understood th is  very '
w e ll...F o r, to  speak a bold tru th , i t  i s  a fa ta l 
Miscarriage, so i l l  to  order A ffairs, as to  pass fo r a
Fool in one company, when in another you might be treated 
as a philosopher. (Tale,p .167-7).

1 Swift could be misunderstood as attacking Descartes' philosophical 
hubris in reducing a l l  to  his own mind —see S p ille r , "The Idol of 
the Stove'. The Background to  Sw ift's c ritic ism  of Descartes"(1974).
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The m m sica l m e ta p h o r w h ich  d o m in a te s  t h i s  p a r a g ra p h  rem inds one o f  

H o s ic r u c ia n is m ,a n d  i s  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  a l lo w  a  " b o ld  t r u t h "  t o  a p p e a r  a s  a  

m ere s a t i r e  on o c c u l t i s m ,^  b u t  th e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  C ic e ro  I s  s i g n i f i c a n t  

d e s p i t e  t h e  t r i v i a l i t y  o f  t h e  p a s s a g e  S w if t  c i t e s  fro m  h i s  w o rk s , f o r ,  

i n  a  d i s t o r t e d  w ay, th e  p e r s o n a  ^  d isc u ss in g  th e  v a lu e  o f  t h a t  i n s i g h t  

i n t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  t y p e s  o f  s o u l  an d  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  l e v e l  o f  a rg u m e n t 

s u i t e d  t o  e a c h ,  w h ich  was one o f  th e  m ain  c o n c e rn s  o f  t h e  r h e t o r i c a l  

t r a d i t i o n  ( s e e  a b o v e .p .23  ) .  A lth o u g h  f o r  t h e  p e r s o n a ,a t  l e a s t  i n  h i s  

p r e s e n t  p h a s e ,  a s  f o r  P r o t a g o r a s , ‘man i s  t h e  m easu re  o f  a l l  t h i n g s '  —  

t h a t  i s ,  good an d  e v i l  a r e  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  o p in io n s  o f  e a c h _com m unity— 

an d  a l th o u g h  h i s  'g e o m e t r i c a l ' , C a r t e s i a n  a rg u m e n t a t t e m p t s  t o  a v o id  

su c h  im p o n d e ra b le s  a s  th e  w ise  m a n 's  d e s i r e  t o  com m unicate  t h e  t r u t h ,  

w i th  t h e  re s u lt  t h a t  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  and  lo w e s t  p r i n c i p l e s  i n  man a r e  

s t r e s s e d  — i e .  t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  pow er an d  th e  f e a r  o f  shame — ; d e s p i t e  

t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  t h e  o u t l i n e s  o f  t h e  fu n d a m e n ta l  p ro b le m  t r e a t e d  by  th e  

s i x t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  r e v i v e r s  o f  th e  P l a t o n i c  t r a d i t i o n ,  E rasm us an d  M ore, 

a r e  v i s i b l e :  f o r  t h e s e  m en ,a s  f o r  P l a t o ,  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  i s  d ra g g e d  b ac k

i n t o  t h e  Cave by th e  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  m ost men a r e  n o t  l o v e r s  o f  w isdom , 

w h ich  m eans t h a t  p h i lo s o p h y  c a n n o t  be made t h e  b a s i s  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  

s o c i e t y .  The r e t u r n  t o  th e  Cave r e p r e s e n t s ,  a s  we h av e  s e e n ,  a  

d e t e r m in a t io n  t o  w ork w i th in  th e  sp h ere  o f  p o p u la r  o p in io n .  I f  S w if t  i s  

a  s e c r e t  s u p p o r t e r  o f  ' c u r i o s i t y '  , a s  I  have a r g u e d ,  t h e  p e r s o n a  i s  

once a g a in  " e n l ig h t e n in g  one h a l f  o f  t h e  G lo b e ."

To i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  r i s k s  one r u n s  when one l a c k s  su c h  a  s e n s e  o f  

d eco ru m , t h e  p e r s o n a  d e s c r i b e s  th e  t r a g i c  e r r o r  o f  W otton , who tu r n e d  h i s  

"happy  t a l e n t s "  t o  " v a in  p h i lo s o p h y "  r a t h e r  th a n  " th e  p r o p a g a t io n  o f  a  

new R e l i g io n , "  w here "D i s t o r t i o n  o f  mind an d  c o u n te n a n c e ,  a r e  o f  su c h

1
For the importance of the musical analogy in Renaissance Hermeticism 
see Amman, "The musical theory and Philosophy of Robert Fludd"(l96?).
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Sovereign U se ,"  a decision which has lead to the general opinion tha t he 

is  a lunatic  (Tale,p .l6 9 ). Sw ift's a ttack  on the Modems has been 

i t s e l f  a manipulation of popular opinion, a fac t which he seems almost 

to admit a t  th is  point, even as he continues the a ssau lt. The 

in te resting  thing is  that Swift draws a d is tin c tio n  between re lig ion  and 

philosophy here fo r the f i r s t  time in the digression. I t  seems now that 

there such a thing as madness in an absolute sense, but th a t, 

paradoxically, true "d isto rtion  of mind" actually  helps one to  popularize 

one's ideas. This is  P la to 's  and mrasmus' paradox — what appears mad 

to  the majority is  sane to  the philosopher, and vice versa. Swift only 

appears to  lump innovators in re lig ion  and in learning together. In  

re a lity  uucretius and Descartes are certain ly  foolish  as rhetoricians 

but are genuine philosophers, while the 'credulity ' of Jack is  conducive 

to  his rhe to rica l success. The unpopularity of philosophy allows Swift 

to  c r i t ic is e  the moderns in a s lig h tly  unfair way. To most of his 

readers he w ill "appear to be saying tha t the modems' views are fa lse  

because they depart from^common-sense. To the acute reader i t  w ill be 

c lear th a t the a ttack  is  on the modem b e lie f  th a t philosophy can never 

replace common-sense, since 'credulity ' (almost equated with relig ious 

b e lie f  here) a ttra c ts  most people fa r  more th a t 'cu riosity ' . Sw ift's 

point is  not tha t many of the be lie fs  of the philosophers cannot be 

successfully taught. He would clearly  have no reason to  attack  the 

modems i f  th is  were so. I  would argue tha t the danger is  the Modems 

w ill destroy those illu sio n s which protect society, which the Tale 

teaches us to  identify  with the Christian revelation, and in p a rticu la r, 

the Anglican Church, but without putting anything positive in th e ir  

place. Although there is  some evidence here fo r the view that philosophy 

is  of use to the melancholic (as we have seen), the persona's'curious' 

investigations merely lead to unhappiness in h is case, and, no doubt, in 

the cases of many others. In  the context of the whole work, the
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destructive anatomies, in which the beau's "buit of Cloaths" is  stripped 

o ff,crea te  unhappiness chiefly  because they endanger the established 

re lig ion .

The cen tral crux concludes an ambiguous argument in an ambiguous 

fashion, uike the re s t  of the digression, from one point of view, a l l  

departures from the 'common forms' are condemned equally as madness. 

However, bwift now admits th a t such departures can re su lt in genuine 

philosophical discoveries, and so abandons fo r a moment his previous, 

r e la t iv is t ic  viewpoint, buddenly, the a ttack  on free-th inkers which has 

lurked beneath the surface of the Tale comes to  the fo refron t, and 

Swift reveals tha t te ll in g  the tru th  can be as harmful as propagating 

delusions. The above interpretation, of the digression,and indeed of 

the Tale as a whole, bears out my view that the central crux deals with 

rheto ric , and th a t i t  o ffers ambiguous support fo r the concealment of 

certa in  tru th s .

I t  can now be seen th a t Swift aims to deconstruct Modem assumptions 

from within,^* Throughout the Tale the persona a ltem a te s  between a 

grave concern with 'instruction  and a more popular outlook in which he 

desires to 'd iv e rt ' his audience and t e l l  them only what they want to hear. 

The tension between a powerful, popular rhetoric  and the desire  to 

in s tru c t is brought home to  the Modems a t th is  point. Swift, I  - 

believe, found th is  tension not only in Hobbes^but in other Modems.

While he was writing the Tale he read Fontenelle's 'Dialogues of the Dead 

(1694), which frequently c r i t ic is e s  philosophy on the ground tha t 

pleasure can only be based on self-deception. In one of the dialogues, 

fo r instance, t^ueen Elizabeth is  made to  exclaim, "AlasI Pleasures are 

not so lid  enough to  bear out plunging into 'em, we must be content to

 ̂ See Fisher,"An End to  the Renaissance".
p

See above p .116 for th is  tension in Hobbes' thought.
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play upon th e ir  surface."^ neason is  life-negating  for Fontenelle, and 

the tru th s  i t  discovers should be concealed: "But the same reason which

helps you to  think f in e r  than others, condemns you however to  act lik e  

them " (Dialogues of the Dead,p .6?j. Behind Fontenelle 's view is  the 

Hobbesian defin ition  of happiness as a "continuall successe in obtaining 

those things which a man from time to time desireth  or a "continuall 

progresse of the desire , from one object to another ", which Swift 

perhaps echoes in the persona's defin ition  of happiness as "a perpetual 

Possession of being well Deceived " (Leviathan,pp.129,160). Given th is  

r e la t iv is t ic  view, Fontanelle wonders what is  the use of reason, which 

reveals the f u t i l i ty  of most of these desires. However, he does not 

follow through th is  thought to i t s  logical conclusion, and re fra in  from 

w riting i t  down. Bwift takes over Fontenelle 's view and uses i t  against 

the Royal Bociety, the experiments of which are c learly  sa tirized  in the 

'curiosity* paragraph*

Un one l e v e l  t h e n ,  t h e  c r e d u l i t y / c u r i o s i t y  c r u x  i s  a  s e r io u s  

a rg u m e n t for* c o n c e a lm e n t b a se d  on th e  m odem s' own a s s u m p t io n s .  The 

su d d en  s h i f t  i n  to n e  h a lfw a y  th ro u g h  th e  f i r s t  p a r a g ra p h  n o t i c e d  by 

u e a v is  c a n  b e  s e e n  a s  th e  moment when S w if t  moves from  s a t i r i z i n g  th e  

N o n c o n fo rm is ts ,  an d  so  d e f e n d in g  A n g lic a n is m  i n  a n  e n t e r t a i n i n g  cCashion, 

t o  a  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  m o d em s, w h ich  i s  a l l  t h e  m ore e f f e c t i v e  b e c a u s e  

i t  i s  a b r u p t  an d  u n e x p e c te d .  S w i f t 's  a im  i s  t o  p e r s u a d e  them  a t  l e a s t  

t o  c o n c e a l  t h e i r  s c e p t i c i s m  -  i n  th e  te rm s  o f  t h e  a l l e g o r y ,  t o  t u r n  from  

A eo lism  t o  S a r t o r i a l i s m .  The f i n a l  'f o o l  among k n a v e s ' c o n c lu s io n  i s  a  

f u r t h e r  a rg u m e n t -  t h a t  th e y  s h o u ld  i m i t a t e  m r t i n  an d  a c t u a l l y  p r o t e c t  

f a l s e h o o d s .  T h i s ,  a s  we h av e  s e e n ,  i s  t h e  T a le  *s  movement i n  m icro co sm . 

S w i f t 's  s a t i r e  on P e t e r ' s  in n o v a t io n s  i s  fo l lo w e d  by  a n  a t t a c k  on

 ̂ p .l40; see also pp.34,6?,143. For the date tha t Swift read the work
see Tale,p .lv i .  For his possession of the work in three editions see 
above p. 131.



modem c r i t ic s  who hope to  remove a l l  e rrors, and the sa tire  on Aeolism 

is  also a concealed a ttack  on those who threaten a l l  surfaces in a fa r 

more fumdamental way than the Nonconformists. Here digressions and 

allegory meet in an e ffo rt to shock the free-th inkers into applying 

Sw ift's  c ritic ism  to  themselves.

But I have argued th a t Swift saw modernism as exemplifying the way 

"...Reason refleciuig upon the sum of Things can, like  the Sun, serve only 

to  enlighten one ha lf of the Globe," o r,in  other words, as a 

fragmentation of a previously complete view,(see above p .1^1). I t  is  

only within the Hobbist paradigm th a t there is  no place fo r 'cu riosity ' . 

The contradiction Swift finds in modernism can lead to  a simple re jection  

of'curiosity*(w hich Swift would surely not be averse to in the case of 

the irresponsible free-th inker), but I  have suggested th a t ,in  the f in a l 

analysis,Sw ift sees th is  " in te llec tu a l Passion" as playing a ro le  in 

the "sum of Things". This means th a t,in  Sw ift's view,modernism 

unconcBxely exhibits the tension between the love of knowledge and "what 

is  generally "understood .by happiness", so th a t by surveying modernism as 

a whole we can a rrive  a t  the Ancientë* more comprehensive view. Sw ift's 

c ritique  of modemism reveals the considerations which prompted h is 

support fo r the Ancients, although only to  readers who can themselves 

be numbered among the 'curious* .

As we have seen, the solution to the dilemma Swifts se ts  us is  

adumbrated in the concludung words of the main argument of the 

digression, which concerns Brutus' personation of " . . . th e  Fool and 

î ladman, fo r the Good of the Publick'.' By such a 'personation' the wise 

man can avoid both passiv ity  and the disruptive consequences of the 

'curious' philosopher^ grave reports. The l a t t e r  resembles the 

Gamelion, "sworn Foe to  .Inspiration**, while Brutus resembles moulina vent, 

since he adapts himself to popular illu sions and uses them ra ther than 

attempting to destroy them. What th is  means in practice can be seen in



the persona's advice to  Notton to turn from philosophy to  re lig ion .

The pub lic-sp irited  philosopher w ill turn to re lig ion , rea liz ing  the 

irremediable 'credulity* of the public. The Tale' s surface i t s e l f  puts 

into practice the theories which emerge when one examines i t s  depths.

F irs t  and foremost the Tale is  a defence of the Anglican Church, to  

s ta te  the obvious. The sa tire  on Catholicism and Calvinism is  highly 

d iverting , but also serves th is  very serious aim. Yet, as Wotton argues, 

there are reasons fo r supposing bwift thought l i t t l e  of C hristian ity  as 

a whole, l e t  alone Anglicanism. Wotton^however, arrived a t th a t opinion 

by an ac t of exegesis — he pointed out tha t a l l  Christian relig ions 

become coats in the Tale, bwift, 1 would suggest, allows one to  forget 

th is  fac t amidst the dazzlingly witty treatments of Peter and Jack. The 

greatness of the Tale resides in the fac t tha t i t  is  a genuine defence 

of Anglicanism, while being much more than th a t. This amounts to  saying 

th a t Swift plays the fool successfully "for the good of the Publick".

He confirms his 'credulous' readers in , or disposes them towards,a 

support for*the established Church. Wotton attempts to  lay bare Sw ift's 

reservations about C hristian ity , but Swift himself does not encourage 

his readers to  do so. In fac t, he does precisely the opposite.

The reason fo r Sw ift's secrecy, I  would etrgue, is  best understood 

in the lig h t of P la to 's  view that one must " ...keep  s t r ic t ly  to  the 

laws once they have been la id  down and never transgress written enac t-: 

ments or established national customs" (see above p.Z5 ); unless one is  

a philosopher who has acquired p o lit ic a l  power. To repeat: since the

constitu tion  thus produced im itates most closely the rea l or philosophical 

constitu tion , the paradoxical conclusion is  th a t the philosopher, or the 

man who sees the flaws in the im itative constitu tion , can be as vigorous 

in i t s  defence as those who are most en thusiastically  p a tr io tic .

I f  Sw ift's main aim is  the defence of Anglicanism, why did he not 

simply offer arguments to  prove that i t  was the true relig ion? These



2 /0

w ould n o t  h av e  p e r s u a d e d  th e  f r e e - t h i n k e r s ,  who w ere p r e c i s e l y  th e  ones 

who fo rm ed  th e  g r e a t e s t  t h r e a t  t o  A n g lic a n is m , un i t s  c o n c e a le d  l e v e l  

t h e  T a le  a g a in  d e f e n d s  A n g lic a n is m , a l th o u g h  a lo n g  c o m p le te ly  d i f f e r e n t  

l i n e s ,  Un t h i s  l e v e l ,  a s  we have  s e e n ,  th e  T a le  a d v o c a te s  s e c r e c y ,  

w h ile  p r a c t i s i n g  i t .  The fo rm  o f  t h e  T a le  i s  d e te rm in e d  by i t s  e x tr e m e ly  

p r a c t i c a l  a im . The a d v ic e  t o  th e  f r e e - t h i n k e r s  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  c o n c e a le d ,  

s i n c e  i t  i s  i n  c o n f l i c t  w i th  th e  p a r t s  o f  th e  T a le  w h ich  a r e  d i r e c t e d  a t  

t h e  b e l i e v e r s  i n  A n g lic a n is m .

P u t t h i s  way i t  m ig h t seem  t h a t  b w i f t  was h o s t i l e  t o  p h i lo s o p h y

i t s e l f ,  une r e c a l l s  h i s  'th o u g h t ' t h a t  " th e  w an t o f  b e l i e f  i s  a  d e f e c t

t h a t  o u g h t t o  be  c o n c e a le d  when i t  c a n n o t  be  overcom e" ( jj o r k s , IÀ , p . 2 6 1 ) .  

H ow ever, i f  my i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  " D ig r e s s io n  on i^iadness" i s  c o r r e c t ,  

t h e n  " s h a p in g  o n e 's  U n d e rs ta n d in g  by th e  p a t t e r n  o f  human l e a r n i n g "  i s  

t h e  m ethod by w hich  th e  m e la n c h o lic  can  r i d  h i m s e l f  o f  "any  th o u g h t  o f  

s u b d u in g  m u l t i t u d e s  t o  h i s  own ro w e r , h i s  R e a so n , o r  h i s  V i s i o n s . "  F a r 

from  r e j e c t i n g  . '.b u r io s i ty ' a l t o g e t h e r ,  b w i f t  i s  p o i n t in g  o u t  t o  th e  

'c u r i o u s '  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e en  t h e i r  own d i s p o s i t i o n  an d  t h a t  o f  th e  

m a j o r i t y ,  who a r e  'c r e d u lo u s ' ( s e e  ab o v e  f o r  a  s i m i l a r  d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  

M ore ' s  U to p ia ; . T h is  i s  e v id e n t  i n  th e  ty p e s  o f  i n t e r e s t  th e  T a le  

i t s e l f  i s  a im ed  a t  a r o u s in g .  As th e  p e r s o n a  t e l l s  u s ,  s u p e r f i c i a l  

r e a d e r s  w i l l  la u g h  w h ile  t h e  i g n o r a n t  w i l l  " s t a r e " .  I t  i s  p r e c i s e l y  th e  

c u r i o s i t y  o f  some o f  h i s  r e a d e r s  t h a t  b w i f t  p l a y s  on t o  a v e r t  t h e  t h r e a t  

c o n s t i t u t e d  by t h a t  p a s s io n  i t s e l f  i n  i t s  u n t r a in e d  s t a t e .

The " D ig r e s s io n  on I 'a d n e s s "  o c c u rs  to w a rd s  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  T a le

o f  a  Tub vo lu m e, an d  th e  much d i s c u s s e d  c ru x  i s  a t  th e  c e n t r e  o f  th e

d i g r e s s i o n .  I t  i s  a r g u a b ly  i n  t h e  l e a s t  o b t r u s i v e  p o s i t i o n  p o s s i b l e ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  a s  th e  d i g r e s s i o n  a s  a  w hole c o u ld  b e  e x p e c te d  t o  r e c e i v e  l e s s  

a t t e n t i o n  th a n  th e  m ain  a l l e g o r y .  I f  b w i f t ' s  a im  i s  t o  a d d r e s s  some o f  

h i s  a rg u m e n ts  o n ly  t o  th e  'c u r i o u s ' t h i s  w ould  b e  t h e  p la c e  t o  s t a t e  them



m ost c l e a r l y . ^  I n  f a c t ,  a l th o u g h  one auicL a  h a l f  d i g r e s s i o n s  an d  a  

s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  a l l e g o r y  re m a in , a s  w e l l  a s  a  c o n c lu s io n ,  t h e  c r e d u l i t y /  

c u r i o s i t y  p a ra d o x  i s  t h e  r e a l  c o n c lu s io n  o f  t h e  w ork . The com plex  

d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  ways know ledge can  be  u s e f u l  an d  h a rm fu l  t o  s o c i e t y  i s  

b ro u g h t  t o  a n  end w ith  th e  a l l u s i o n  t o  B r u tu s ' assum ed f o l l y .  The 

a t t a c k  on m odern ism  and  n o n co n fo rm ism  c o n t in u e s ,  b u t  a p a r t  from  th e  

'f r a g m e n t ' t h e s e  'c u r i o u s ' i s s u e s  a r e  n o t  r a i s e d  a g a in ,  e x c e p t  f o r  tw o 

mom ents when S w if t  im p l ie s  t h a t  t h e  % .le  i t s e l f  ob ey s th e  r u l e s  i t  l a y s  

down ( T a l e , p p . 184-5,203)«

I  t u r n  now t o  t h e  M e c h a n ic a l u p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  S p i r i t . The p r e f ix e d  

l e t t e r  m akes fu n  o f  th e  R oyal S o c i e t y 's  p r o j e c t  f o r  a  u n i v e r s a l  

e n l ig h te n m e n t : S w if t  r e d u c e s  th e  new id e a  o f  a  w o rld -w id e  s c i e n t i f i c

c o o p e r a t io n  t o  a b s u r d i t y  by  im a g in in g  t h a t  i t  w ould h av e  t o  in c lu d e  

th e  m ost s a v a g e  and  i g n o r a n t  n a t i o n s  —  th e  "B eaux E s p r i t s  i n  New 

H o lla n d " ,  th e  " I r o q u o i s  V i r t u o s i "  and th e  " l i t e r a t i  o f  T ob inam bou". We 

c a n  c o n j e c t u r e  t h a t  th e  'f ra g m e n t ',  l i k e  t h e  T a l e , w i l l  d i s c u s s  th e  

M odem  r h e t o r i c ,  and  f i n d  i t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  a  l a c k  o f  r e s t r a i n t .  The 

p e r s o n a 's  f i r s t  w ords r e v e a l  h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  c o n t r o l  h i s  own u t t e r a n c e s :  

" I t  i s  now a  good w h ile  s in c e  1 have had  i n  my Head s o m e th in g , n o t  o n ly  

v e ry  m a t e r i a l ,  b u t  a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  my H e a l th ,  t h a t  th e  W orld 

s h o u ld  be in fo rm e d  i n .  jf'or, t o  t e l l  you  a  B e c r e t ,  I  am a b le  t o  

c o n ta in  i t  no  lo n g e r "  ( T a l e , p p .261-3;. s i m i l a r l y ,  a t  th e  end o f  th e  

" D ig r e s s io n  on m ad n ess" , t h e  p e r s o n a  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  h i s  f r i e n d s  " . . . w i l l  

n e v e r  t r u s t  [h ii i^  a lo n e ,  w i th o u t  a  so lem n iT rom ise , t o  v e n t  [ h i ^  

S p e c u la t io n s  i n  t h i s ,  o r  th e  l i k e  m anner, f o r  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  B e n e f i t  o f  

Human K ind" ( T a l e , p . 180; .  The p e r s o n a 's  own s u b j e c t  i s  a l s o  r h e t o r i c .

i*'or t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t s  o f  w orks w h ich  p r e s e n t  
" u n p o p u la r  o r  f o r b id d e n  v ie w f s ] "  s e e  S t r a u s s ,  X enophon's S o c r a te s  
( 1 9 7 2 ) , p . 5 8 . N o te  t h a t  th e  d i g r e s s i o n  i s  th e  n i n t h  s e c t i o n  an d  t h a t  
n in e  i s  t h e  " p ro fo u n d  Number T h re e "  m u l t i p l i e d  by  i t s e l f .
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He t e l l s  u s  t h a t  th e 'f ra g m e n t*  i s  a n  e n q u i r y  i n t o  th e  m ethods by w hich  

th e  f a n a t i c  " . .  . T e a c h e r  a r r i v e s  a t  h i s  G i f t s  o r  S p i r i t , o r  L ig h t  and  

by  w h ich  th e  " . . . I n t e r c o u r s e  b e tw een  him  an d  h i s  A ssem bly  . . . i s  

c u l t i v a t e d  an d  s u p p o r te d "  ( T a l e , p . 2 6 3 ) .

A t th e  s t a r t  o f  S e c t io n  u n e , th e  p e r s o n a  in fo rm s  u s  t h a t  many 

E n g l i s h  C h r i s t i a n s  r e s e m b le  i-iahomet i n  p r e f e r r i n g  t o  be  b o m  t o  h eav en  

by  a n  a s s , t h o u g h  p ro v id e d  w i th  many v e h i c l e s  by  w h ich  th e y  c o u ld  r e a c h  

t h e i r  d e s t i n a t i o n  w ith  more " u a f e ty  an d  jc a s e " . S w if t  m akes th e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  w i t t y  m e tap h o r o b v io u s  i n  r a t h e r  a  p e c u l i a r  way. The 

p e r s o n a  i s  made t o  e x p la in :

BUT, b e c a u s e  I  am r e s o lv e d ,  by a l l  m eans, t o  a v o id  g iv in g
u f f e n c e  t o  an y  r a r t y  w h a te v e r ;  I  w i l l  l e a v e  o f f  
d i s c o u r s i n g  s o  c l o s e l y  t o  t h e  r a t t e r  a s   ̂ h av e  h i t h e r t o  
d o n e , an d  so  go on f o r  t h e f u t u r e  by way o f  A l le g o r y ,  tho*  
i n  su c h  a  m an n er, t h a t  th e  j u d i c i o u s  H e a d e r , may w i th o u t  
much s t r a i n i n g ,  make h i s  A p p l i c a t i o n s  a s  o f t e n  a s  he s h a l l  
t h i n k  f i t .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i f  you  p l e a s e  from  h en ce  fo rw a rd ,  
i n s t e a d  o f  th e  Term , A s s , we s h a l l  make u se  o f  G i f t e d , o r  
e n l ig h te n e d  T e a c h e r ; And th e  w ord H id e r , we w i l l  ex ch an g e  
f o r  t h a t  o f  F a n a t i c k  A u d i to r y . . .  (T a l e , p . 2 6 3 )

C le a r ly  th e  p e r s o n a  i s  n o t  wrong i n  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  th e  ‘fragm ent*  m ig h t 

g iv e  o f f e n c e  ( s e e  ab o v e  p . l ^ ^ y .  B e in g  a  M odem , h o w ev er, when he t r i e s

t o  c o n c e a l  h i s  m ean ing  he r e v e r s e s  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  o f  th e  in n o c u o u s  s h e l l

an d  th e  in f la m m a to ry  k e m e l .  B u t t h i s  i s  m ore th a n  a  s a t i r e  on th e  

m o d e rn s ' i n a b i l i t y  t o  k e e p  a  s e c r e t ,  f o r  b w i f t  im p l ie s  t h a t  he h im s e l f  

i s  aw are  t h a t  t h e 'f r a g m e n t * w i l l  g iv e  o f f e n c e , w h ich  m eans e i t h e r  t h a t  

th e  w ork i s  d e l i b e r a t e l y  c o n t r o v e r s i a l ,  o r  t h a t  i t  d o e s  in d e e d  c o n c e a l  

so m e th in g  ev en  more p r o v o c a t iv e  th a n  th e  s a t i r e  on N onconform ism .

F e rh a p s  b o th  a r e  t r u e .

The p e r s o n a  h a s  t h e  N e o c la s s i c a l  d e s i r e  n o t  t o  l i m i t  h i s  w ork t o  

" . . . p a r t i c u l a r  U c c a s io n s  an d  C irc u m s ta n c e s  o f  T im e, o f  F la c e ,  o r  o f  

P e r s o n ;  b u t  t o  c a l c u l a t e  them  f o r  u n i v e r s a l  N a tu r e ,  an d  M ankind in  

G e n e r a l . "  H is  p r e s e n t  t o p i c ,  'e n th u s ia sm * , i s  a  r e c u r r e n t  f e a t u r e  o f
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a l l  a r t s  an d  s c i e n c e s ;  an d  im proved  by c e r t a i n  P e rs o n s  o r  S o c i e t i e s  

o f  Men, an d  by  them  p r a c t i s e d  upon th e  r e s t ,  h a s  b ee n  a b le  t o  p ro d u c e  

R e v o lu t io n s  o f  th e  g r e a t e s t  i i lg u r e  i n  H is to r y ;  a s  w i l l  so o n  a p p e a r  t o  

th o s e  who know a n y th in g  o f  A r a b ia , r e r s i a , I n d i a , o r  C h in a , o f  M orocco 

an d  P e ru " ( T a l e , p p . 2 6 3 - 6 ) .  The p e r s o n a  d e a l s  w i th  t h e  same n a t i o n s  a s  

Tem ple i n  h i s  e s s a y  u f  H e ro ic k  V ir tu e  —  C h in a , P e ru ,  I n d i a  —  b u t  w here 

Tem ple t r e a t s  of r e fo rm s  in t r o d u c e d  a c c o rd in g  t o  th e  u n i v e r s a l  s ta n d a r d s  

o f  r e a s o n ,  th e  p e r s o n a  d i s c u s s e s  " R e v o lu t io n s "  i n  a  p u r e ly  o b j e c t i v e  way, 

r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e th e r  th e y  b e n e f i t e d  o r  harm ed th e  s t a t e s  he m e n tio n s .  

Even T e m p le 's  h e r o e s ,  h o w ev er, r e c o g n iz e d  th e  n e c e s s i t y  t o  u se  t h i s  

p e r v a s iv e  'en th u s ia sm *  by e s t a b l i s h i n g  e x o t e r i c ,  c i v i l  an d  c i v i l i z i n g  

fo rm s  o f  w o rs h ip .  H ere a g a in  th e  s a t i r e  on N onconform ism  c o n c e a ls  th e  

s e n s e  i n  w h ich  th e  p e r s o n a  i s  c o r r e c t  t o  s e e  'e n th u s ia s m ' a s  a  g e n e r a l  

human c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ,  and  th e  f u r t h e r  i m p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  th e  g r e a t e s t  

p o p u la r  a p p e a l  i s  g a in e d  by a p p e a l in g  t o  i t ,  w h e th e r  t h i s  i s  d one  from  

p u b l i c - s p i r i t e d  o r  s e l f - i n t e r e s t e d  m o t iv e s .

The s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  i r o n y  i n  t h e ' f ra g m e n t ' i s  v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  

i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  on th e  A e o l i s t s  and  th e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  " d ig r e s s i o n  on 

m a d n e ss" . C l e a r l y ,  t h e  s a t i r e  on 'e n th u s ia s m ' i s  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t o  

s t r i k e  one i n  t h e s e  t h r e e  s e c t i o n s ,  b u t  ru n n in g  a lm o s t  c o u n te r  t o  t h i s  

i s  t h e  p a ro d y  o f  Hobbism  an d  th e  New S c ie n c e .^  Hobbesfs m e c h a n is t ic  

v ie w s  w ere an  e x tre m e  r e a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  num erous an d  d i s r u p t i v e  

p e r s o n a l  r e v e l a t i o n s  c la im e d  b y  th e  r a d i c a l  N o n c o n fo rm is ts .  S w if t  p la y s  

o f f  t h e s e  " e x tre a m s  o f  H igh .and ojOw",as he d o e s  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  c r u x  o f  th e  

" D ig r e s s io n  on M ad n ess" . He fo l lo w s  e a r l i e r  A n g lic a n  c r i t i c s  o f  / z e a l '  

i n  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  c a r e f u l l y  b e tw e en  'e n th u s ia s m ' o f  s u p e r n a t u r a l ,  

n a t u r a l  an d  'm e c h a n ic a l"  o r i g i n s ,  b u t  d e p a r t s  fro m  them  i n  c r e a t i n g  a

^ S ee C a ld e rw o o d , " S t r u c t u r a l  P a ro d y  i n  S w i f t 's  F rag m en t" ( I 9 6 2 ) .
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p e r s o n a  who d o e s  n o t  v a lu e  th e  d i v i n e  o v e r  t h e  n a t u r a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  

s i n c e  he i s  w r i t i n g  a  p u r e ly  ' o b j e c t i v e ' , p s y c h o - p h y s io lo g ic a l  t r e a t i s e .  

In  r e p l y  t o  t h e  im ag in ed  o b je c t i o n  t h a t  d i v i n e  i n s p i r a t i o n  no lo n g e r  

o c c u r s ,  t h e  p e r s o n a  m akes th e  h o b b i s t  p o i n t  t h a t  th e  f o r c e  o f  t h i s  

a rg u m e n t " . . . s e e m s  t o  c o n s i s t  i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  A c c e p ta t io n  o f  th e  N ord, 

S p i r i t ; w h ich  i f  i t  be u n d e r s to o d  f o r  a  s u p e r n a t u r a l  A s s i s t a n c e . . . t h e  

o b j e c t o r s  h av e  R e a s o n . . .B u t  t h e  S p i r i t  we t r e a t  o f  h e r e ,  p ro c e e d in g  

e n t i r e l y  fro m  w i th in ,  th e  A rgum ent o f  th e s e  A d v e r s a r i e s  i s  w h o lly  

e lu d e d "  ( T a l e , p . 2 ? ! ) .  A g a in , a s  w ith  t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  A e o l i s t s ,  th e  

q u e s t i o n  t h e r e f o r e  b eco m es, w hat i s  t h e r e  l e f t  when b o th  m echanism  and  

'e n th u s ia s m ' a r e  a t t a c k e d ?

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t ,  b e f o r e  em b ark in g  on h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  

" s p i r i t u a l  mechanism", t h e  p e r s o n a  a g a in  b r i n g s  t h e  them e o f  s e c r e c y  t o  

t h e  f o r e :  he ca n  o n ly  r e v e a l  th e  m echanism  " . . a s  f a r  a s  i t  i s  l a w f u l  f o r

[ h i ^  t o  d o ; b u t  h a v in g  had  th e  H onour t o  b e  I n i t i a t e d  i n t o  th e  

M y s te r ie s  o f  e v e ry  S o c i e ty ,  [ h ^  d e s i r e [ s j  t o  be  ex c u se d  from  d iv u lg in g  

a n y  R i t e s ,  w h e re in  th e  r r o f a n e  m ust h av e  no P a r t "  ( T a l e , p . 2 7 0 ) .  T h is  

c o u ld  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  an  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  th e  p a r a g ra p h s  w hich  fo l lo w  

s h o u ld  b e  r e a d  e x tre m e ly  c a r e f u l l y ;  h o w ev er, i t  a l s o  d i r e c t s  o u r  

a t t e n t i o n  t o  a  s t r a n g e  b l in d n e s s  on th e  p e r s o n a 's  p a r t .  T h e 'm e c h a n ic a l  

o p e r a t i o n "  d e p e n d s  f o r  i t s  s u c c e s s  on a  b e l i e f  among th e  a u d ie n c e  t h a t  

t h e  ' s p i r i t '  i t  p ro d u c e s  i s  o f  d i v i n e  o r i g i n .  D e s p i t e  h i s  c a u t i o n ,  th e  

p e r s o n a  h a s  t h e r e f o r e  d iv u lg e d  to o  much. T h is  e x p l a i n s  why th e  

’m e c h a n ic a l  o p e r a to r s ',  l i k e  a lm o s t  eveiyone e l s e  i n  th e  T a l e , h av e  a  s o r t  

o f  c a b b a la  ( T a l e , p p . 2 7 1 -2 ) ;  a  f a c t  t h a t  i s  o th e rw is e  p u z z l in g .  When th e  

M odem s become c a b b a l i s t s  i n  th e  T a l e , t h e r e  i s  a t  l e a s t  t h e  a p p e a ra n c e  

o f  a  s a t i r e  on R o s ic ru c u a n ism : h e r e ,  t h e r e  i s  n o t  ev en  an  o v e r t  t a r g e t .

I n  p a s s a g e s  l i k e  t h i s  an d  th e  p a r a l l e l  mock c a b b a la  i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  on 

t h e  A e o l i s t s  ( s e e  ab o v e  p.l*\U>), t h e  c u r io u s  r e a d e r  w i l l  lo o k  beyond  th e  

o v e r t  t a r g e t  o f  t h e  s a t i r e  t o  t r y  an d  d e te r m in e  w h e th e r  t h e r e  i s  a  r e a s o n



f o r  S w i f t ' s  seem in g  i r r e l e v a n c e .

The p e r s o n a  g iv e s  a  b e h a v io u r i s t  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  's a g e s ' he d i s c u s s e s .

T h is  l e a d s  him  t o  c o n f l a t e  th e  a im s o f  t h e  I n d ia n  " J a u g u i s " ,  w i th  th o s e

o f  t h e  I r i s h  p e a s a n t s .  The m e d i t a t io n  o f  th e  B rah m in s becom es a

m e c h a n ic a l  o p e r a t i o n ;  "They v i o l e n t l y  s t r a i n  t h e i r  Eye b a l l s  in w a rd ,

h a l f  c l o s i n g  th e  i j id s ;  T hen , a s  th e y  s i t ,  th e y  a r e  i n  a  p e r p e t u a l  M otion

o f  S e e -s a w , m aking lo n g  Hums a t  p ro p e r  P e r i o d s . . . "  H e re , a s  th ro u g h o u t

th e 'f ra g m e n t* ,  th e  s a t i r e  i s  d e l i c a t e l y  b a la n c e d .  We a r e  n o t  s u r e  w h e th e r

t h e  a t t a c k  i s  tu r n e d  o u tw a rd s  a g a i n s t  th e  B ra h m in s ' 'e n th u s ia s m ' o r

in w a rd s  a g a i n s t  t h e  p e r s o n a 's  r e d u c t i v e  m echan ism , u u r  c o n f u s io n  i s

in c r e a s e d  b y  th e  f a c t  t h a t  s w i f t  r e f e r s  u s  t o  B e r n i e r 's  S u i t e  d e s

M ém oires s u r  l 'E m p i r e  d ù  g ra n d  m ogol a s  t h e  s o u rc e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n a 's

a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  B ra h m in s . The f r e e t h i n k i n g  B e r n i e r  a r g u e s  t h a t  th e y  a r e

sch em in g  k n av e s  r a t h e r  th a n  'e n t h u s i a s t s '  , a s  p a r t  o f  an  a t t a c k  on th e

s y n c r e t i s t i c ,  sy m b o lic  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  th e  I n d ia n  r e l i g i o n  o f f e r e d  by

t h e  J e s u i t s .  A c c o rd in g  t o  B e r n i e r ,  H indu ism  i s  a n  i n v e n t io n  o f  cu n n in g

'law givers'.^  The persona i s  c lo s e  to  B ern ier  in  h is  fr e e th in k in g

mechanism, but c lo s e  a ls o  to  h is  a d v e r s a r ie s , th e  J e s u it s ,  in  th a t  he
2

c o n s id e r s  h im s e l f  a n  i n i t i a t e  i n  th e  I n d ia n  t r a d i t i o n s .  He p ro d u c e s  an  

u n te n a b le  b u t  r i c h l y  am biguous c o m b in a tio n  o f  ' c u r i o s i t y '  an d  ’c r e d u l i t y ' , 

a s  he d o e s  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  T a l e . W hile d i r e c t i n g  a  v ig o ro u s  a s s a u l t  

a g a i n s t  t h e  N o n c o n fo rm is ts  a t  h i s  'c r e d u lo u s ' r e a d e r s ,  B w if t  k e e p s  h i s  

'c u r io u s ',  r e a d e r s  c o n f u s e d ,  o n e 's  i n s t i n c t  i s  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  a  

co m p ro m ise , b u t  how i s  i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  a v o id  e x tre m e s  i n  t h i s  c a s e ?

1 S u i t e s  d e s  M ém oires ( l 6 ? l ) , p p . 3 1 8 -3 8 .

^ F o r J e s u i t  s y n c r e t i s m  s e e  w a lk e r ,  The A n c ie n t  T h e o lo g y , p p . 1 9 7 -2 4 2 ;
C o o k ," L e ib n iz  an d  C h in ese  T h o u g h t" , C u m m in s 'in t ro d u c t io n  t o  "The 
T r a v e l s  an d  C o n t r o v e r s ie s  o f  F r i a r  Domingo N a v a r r e te  ( I 9 6 2 ) ;
Le Com pte. M em oirs and  U b s e r v a t io n s ( l6 9 E ) ,p .3 2 0 ;  Du H a ld e ,The G e n e ra l  
H i s to r y  o f  C h in s (1 7 3 5 ) ,1 1 1 ,1 4 -7 ,2 3 9 - 3 0 4 ;  S p e n c e , O b s e r v a t io n s , p .2 2 7 -3 0 ;  
K la ib e r ," T h e  P osthum ous C h r i s t i a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  In c a  E m p ire"  ( I 9 7 6 ) .
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E ith e r  the Brahmins are  g en u in e ly  in s p ir e d , one would th in k , or th ey  are  

knaves or f o o l s .  For B ern ier , a s ,  we su sp e c t , fo r  S w if t , th e  q u e stio n  

i s  more im portant than a t  f i r s t  appears, s in c e  Hinduism can be taken a s  

r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  r e l ig io n  a s  a w hole.

I t  would be ir r e le v a n t  to  im agine th a t  th e  Brahmins are f o o l s ,  fo r  

th e  whole d isc o u r se  i s  e x p l i c i t l y  not concerned w ith  th a t  'enthusiasm ' 

which proceeds from n a tu r a l c a u se s . Rather, th ey  consciously produce a 

s t a t e  o f  mind which mimics d iv in e  in s p ir a t io n . Only th ey  know th a t  th e  

p ro cess  i s  m echan ical, a lthou gh  th e  'enthusiasm* may have a "natural 

Foundation" ( T a le , pp, 2 6 ? , 2 6 9 ) . By c r e a t in g  a man who exp oses th e  frau ds  

o f  'p r ie s tc r a ft"  a lon g  w ith  th e  b e s t  fr e e th in k e r s  but who ire fu s e s  to  

condemn them, in f a c t ,  i s  t h e ir  ardent su p p orter , b w ift  makes one r e f l e c t  

on th e  c ircu m stan ces under which such frau ds would be a llo w a b le . One 

such circum stance would be th a t o f  the w ise preacher whose audience  

"would be born to  Heaven upon noth ing but h is  Ass" ( T a le , p . 2 6 4 ) . Under

neath  th e  s a t i r e  on Nonconformism, B w if t 's  parab le  makes the g en era l  

p o in t th a t  most peop le  p r e fe r  'enthusiasm ' to  rea so n . E q ually  c o v e r t ly ,  

S w ift goes on to  draw the c o n c lu sio n  th a t  the reason ab le  must attem pt to  

use t h i s  'credulity*, l ik e  n o u lin a v en t, r a th er  than d e s tr o y  i t  l ik e  the  

cham eleon.

T h e'fragm ent* is str u c tu r e d  in  r a th er  the same way a s  th e  c e n tr a l  

crux o f  th e  " D igression  on Madness". The su b je c t  i s  in s p ir a t io n , which 

i s  in  th e  sphere o f  'c r e d u lity ' , but th e  persona 'cu r io u sly ' r e v e a ls  i t  

to  be a  mere m atter o f  m echanics; and y e t ,  a f t e r  a l l . ,  he manages to  

remain 'credulous' . As w ith  the crux, some read ers w i l l  be im pressed ; 

only  by th e  a t ta c k  on th e  N onconform ists, but th o se  who n o t ic e  th e  

concurren t parody o f  m ech an istic  p h ilo so p h ers  w i l l  be con fu sed . T his  

co n fu sio n  can lead  to  th e  c o n c lu sio n  th a t  S w if t ' s  v iew  i s  c lo s e r  to  h is  

p e r so n a 's  than i s  a t  f i r s t  o b v io u s. The "m echanical operation"  i s  a 

genuine r h e to r ic a l  s tr a te g y  a s  w e ll  a s  a means o f  s a t i r i z i n g  th e  P u r ita n s ,
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an d  th e  p e r s o n a  i s  a t t a c k e d  l e s s  f o r  h i s  m echanism  th a n  f o r  r e n d e r in g  

t h e  'o p e r a t i o n ' i n e f f e c t u a l  by r e v e a l i n g  i t s  m e c h a n ic a l c h a r a c t e r .  T h is  

n o t  o n ly  a c c o u n ts  f o r  t h e  t e n s i o n s  i n  S w i f t 's  s a t i r e ,  b y  w h ich  he 

a p p e a r s  b o th  t o  r e v e a l  th e  f r a u d s  o f  th e  B rah m in s and  t o  c r i t i c i s e  th e  

p e r s o n a  f o r  h i s  r e d u c t i v e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e i r  t r a n c e s ,  b u t  a l s o  e x p la in s  

why th e  p e r s o n a  c o n s t a n t l y  v e e r s  b e tw een  p r o c la m a t io n s  o f  h i s  i n a b i l i t y  

t o  c o n t r o l  h i s  own u t t e r a n c e s  and a s s e r t i o n s  , t h a t  he h a s  w i th h e ld  

g r e a t  s e c r e t s ,  m o reo v e r th e  a r t  o f  r h e t o r i c  was t r a d i t i o n a l l y  th o u g h t  

t o  in v o lv e  d e c e iv in g  an  a u d ie n c e  i n t o  th e  b e l i è f  t h a t  p a s s io n s  w orked 

up a r t i f i c i a l l y  w ere e n t i r e l y  n a t u r a l  ( s e e  t^ - u in t i l ia n ,  VI, i i , 2 5 -3 0 j • At 

t h e  end o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  w ith  a  suprem e i r o n y ,  b w i f t  re m in d s  u s  o f  th e  

p e r s o n a 's  many i n i t i a t i o n s  by  m aking him  re m a rk ; "TH la i s  a l l  1 am 

a l lo w e d  t o  d i s c o v e r  a b o u t  th e  p r o g r e s s  o f  th e  b p i r i t . . . "  une m ig h t 

w onder w hat t h e r e  i s  l e f t  t o  h id e  ( T a l e ,p .2 ? 3 )* The i r o n y  i s  s i m i l a r  

t o  t h a t  u sed  in  t h e  A rgm nent a g a i n s t  A b o l is h in g  C h r i s t i a n i t y . B o th  w orks 

seem  t o  c r i t i c i z e  th e  f r e e - t h i n k e r s  f o r  t h e i r  l a c k  o f  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f ,  

b u t  on a  c l o s e r  e x a m in a tio n  r i d i c u l e  t h e i r  o p e n n e ss  i n  e x p r e s s in g  p la n s  

w h ich  r e q u i r e  s e c r e c y  f o r  t h e i r  s u c c e s s .

The o p e n in g  p a r a g ra p h  o f  b e c t io n  1 1  d i s p l a y s  a  p u z z l in g  

c o n t r a d i c t i o n .  The d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p e r s o n a 's  a rg u m e n t down t o  " c lo v e n  

F e e t"  i s  t o  a t t a c k  th e  " L in e s  a n a  m e a su re s  o f  o u r  n e a so n " , w h ich  "h av e  

d i s c o v e r e d  a  g r o s s  Ig n o ra n c e  in  th e  m a tu re s  o f  uood  an d  m v il ,  an d  m ost 

H o r r ib ly  co n fo u n d ed  t h e  f r o n t i e r s  o f  b o t h . " The c o n c lu s io n  one e x p e c ts  

i s  t h a t  we s h o u ld  make up o u r  m inds f o r  once an d  f o r  a l l  w h e th e r  

'e n th u s ia s m ' i s  fro m  God o r  t h e  D e v il  an d  th e n  s t i c k  t o  t h a t  p o s i t i o n .

The p e r s o n a 's  c o n c lu s io n ,  ho w ev er, i s  t h a t  th e  m a t t e r  i s  o f  a b s o l u t e l y  

no  im p o r ta n c e  t o  e i t h e r :  " . . . i t  i s  a  b k e tc h  o f  Human V a n ity ,  f o r  e v e ry

I n d i v i d u a l ,  t o  im ag in e  t h e  w hole u n iv e r s e  i s  i n t e r e s s 'd  i n  h i s  m ean est 

C o n c e rn ."  T h is  i s  h e r a ld e d  in  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  p a r a g ra p h  by  a  

g ro w in g  c o n tem p tu o u s  n o te  i n  t h e  p e r s o n a 's  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  r e l i g i o n :
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A f t e r  men h av e  l i f t e d  up th e  T h ro n e  o f  t h e i r  D i v i n i ty  t o  
t h e  Coelum pm pyraeum , a d o rn e d  him  w i th  a l l  su c h  q u a l i t i e s  
an d  A c co m p lish m en ts , a s  th e m s e lv e s  seem  m ost t o  v a lu e  and  
p o s s e s s ;  A f t e r  th e y  h av e  su n k  t h e i r  p r i n c i p l e  o f  E v i l  t o  
t h e  low est C e n tr e ,  bound him  w i th  C h a in s , lo a d e d  him  w ith  
C u rs e s ,  f u r n i s h 'd  him  w ith  v i l e r  D i s p o s i t i o n s  th a n  any 
R a k e - h e l l  o f  th e  to w n . . . 1  la u g h  a lo u d ,  t o  s e e  t h e s e  
R e a s o n e rs ,  a t  t h e  same t im e ,  engaged  i n  w ise  D is p u te ,  
a b o u t  c e r t a i n  w alks an d  i m r l i e u s ,  w h e th e r  th e y  a r e  i n  t h e  
v e rg e  o f  Cod o r  t h e  D e v i l . . . "
( T a l e ,p p . 2 7 4 - 6 ) .

T h e re  i s  a  s e l f - r e f l e x i v e  q u a l i t y  t o  th e  p e r s o n a 's  d i s c u s s i o n ;  th e  

q u e s t io n  i s  w h e th e r  t h e  c r e d u l i t y  o f  t h e  'e n t h u s i a s t s '  s h o u ld  b e  v iew ed  

i n  a  'c r e d u lo u s ' o r  a  'c u r io u s ' l i g h t .  The p e r s o n a  a r g u e s  f i r s t  f o r  a  

'c r e d u lo u s ' v iew  an d  a t t a c k s  r e a s o n .  H ere h e  com es c l o s e  t o  s a y in g ,  

s i n c e  r e l i g i o n  i s  e n t i r e l y  a  m a t t e r  o f  s u p e r s t i t i o n  anyw ay, i s  i t  n o t  

r i d i c u l o u s  t o  em ploy r e a s o n  w ith  an y  g r e a t  p r e c i s i o n  i n  d e te r m in in g  

t h e o l o g i c a l  p o i n t s ?  H ow ever, he th e n  p ro c e e d s  t o  em ploy h i s  r e a s o n  t o  

r e v e a l  t h a t  t h e  "m y s te ry "  o f  t h e  i n s p i r e d  p r e a c h e r  i s  b u t  a  " t r a d e " .

The p a s s a g e  th u s  e x e m p l i f i e s  t h e  T a l e ' s  c o n s t a n t  movement b e tw e en  th e  

p o le s  o f ' c r e d u l i t y 'a n d ‘c u r i o s i t y ' ,  b w i f t ' s  i m p l i c a t i o n  i s ,  I  w ould a r g u e ,  

t h a t  i f  you  a r e  g o in g  t o  h av e  a  s t a t e  r e l i g i o n ,  i t  s h o u ld  b e  r e c o g n iz e d  

t h a t  r e a s o n  h a s  n o th in g  t o  do  w ith  i t  s i n c e  i t s  a im  m ust b e  t o  l a y  down 

s im p le  m o ra l r u l e s  f o r  t h e  'c r e d u lo u s '.  A gain  th e  s a t i r e  on 'e n th u s ia s m ' 

a l s o  r e v e a l s  why t h e  d r y  m echanism  o f  th e  p e r s o n a  i s  i n  a  s e n s e  even  

m ore d a n g e ro u s .  N e e d le s s  t o  s a y ,  b w if t  f o l lo w s  h i s  own a d v ic e  and  

d i r e c t s  t h i s  r e v e l a t i o n  o n ly  a t  t h e  'c u r i o u s ' r e a d e r .  The c o n t r a d i c t i o n  

b e tw een  th e  p e r s o n a 's  p r a i s e  o f  t h e  w ild  I n d ia n s  f o r  " l i m i t i n g  t h e i r  

D e v o tio n s  an d  t h e i r  D e i t i e s  t o  t h e i r  s e v e r a l  D i s t r i c t s "  an d  h i s  d e n i a l  

t h a t  e i t h e r  p o s s e s s io n  o r  i n s p i r a t i o n  e x p la in s  'e n th u s ia s m ' p a r a l l e l s  

t h a t  b e tw e en  t h e  e a r l i e r  a t t a c k  on ‘c r e d u l i t y ’, a n a  th e  a s s a u l t  on 

on 'u n m a s k in g '.  ' C red u lity * , 'e n th u s ia s m 'a n d  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  i t s e l f  seem 

i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  i n  t h e  T a l e .^  The c o v e r t  way b w i f t  maktes t h i s

From a  r a t h e r  d i f f e r e n t  p e r f e c t i v e  I  w ould t h e r e f o r e  a g r e e  w ith  c r i t i c s  
who s t r e s s  S w i f t 's  f id e i s m  i n  m a t t e r s  o f  r e l i g i o n  - D a n d a ," I n t r o d u c t io n  
t o  th e  s e rm o n s" ; G re e n e ," A u g u s tin ia n is m  & E m p ir ic is m " ; B a t t e s t i n ,  '
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i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a l lo w s  him  t o  d e fe n d  A n g lic a n is m  by a g g r e s s i v e  s a t i r e s  on 

i t s  e n e m ie s , th u s  a v o id in g  " h o r r i b l y  c o n fo u n d in g  th e  I 'T o n t i e r s "  o f ‘Good 

an d  E v i l ' i n  th e  e y e s  o f  b e l i e v e r s ,  w h ile  a t  th e  same tim e  im p ly in g  t o  

t h e  'c u r i o u s ' t h a t  i t  i s  m ere p r i d e  t o  c o n s id e r  God i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  o u r  

a c t i o n s .  The s a v a g e ry  o f  th e  s a t i r e  d o e s  n o t  e n c o u ra g e  r e a d e r s  t o  make 

d i s t i n c t i o n s ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  t o  b e  made i f  he  c a r e s  t o  lo o k .

As we h av e  s e e n ,  f o r  th e  p e r s o n a ,  th e  " . . .M y s t e r y ,  o f  v e n t in g  

s p i r i t u a l  G i f t s  i s  n o th in g  b u t  a  T ra d e . .  '.' The f o u r t h  h i a t u s  o f  th e  T a le  

o c c u r s  j u s t  a s  th e  s e c r e t s  o f  t h i s  "T ra d e "  a r e  a b o u t  t o  be r e v e a l e d .  

S w i f t 's  n o te  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  i t  was "n e i t h e r  s a f e  n o r  C o n v e n ie n t t o  p r i n t  

i t "  ( T a l e , p . 2 7 6 ) .  I f  X am c o r r e c t ,  t h e  o t h e r  g a p s  i n  th e  t e x t  have  

p re c e d e d  some o f  th e  m ost im p o r ta n t  moments i n  th e  T a l e . H e re , a s  o f t e n ,  

we can  a r r i v e  a t  S w i f t 's  p o s i t i v e s  i f  we rem em ber th e  T a l e ' s  s t r a t e g y  o f  

t r e a t i n g  h ig h  th em es  by  t h e i r  d e b a s e d ,  com ic p a r a l l e l s .  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  

th e  "T rad e "  o f  th e  e n t h u s i a s t  i s  th e  com ic e q u i v a l e n t  o f  th e  r h e t o r i c a l  

s k i l l  o f  t h e  w ise  p r e a c h e r .  T h e re  i s  th e  same im p l i c a t i o n  h e r e  a s  t h e r e  

was i n  th e  " D ig re s s io n  on r a d n e s s "  ( s e e  ab o v e  p . 101;, n am ely , t h a t  

'e n th u s ia s m ' can  be  c o n t r o l l e d  an a  c h a n n e l l e d :  th e  " p r a c t i c e  o f  w e a rin g

q u i l t e d  c a p s " i s  u sed  t o  " p re v e n t  th e  S p i r i t  from  e v a p o r a t in g  an y  way, 

b u t  a t  t h e  m o u th ."  r e r s p i r a t i o n  was e a r l i e r  u se a  a s  t h e  T a l e ' s  b a s e  

e q u i v a l e n t  f o r  i n t e n s e  th o u g h t  ( T a l e , p . 1 8 5 ; .  S w i f t 's  r e a s o n s  f o r  

co m p arin g  p o l i t i c s  t o  a  c o n e , e lo q u e n c e  t o  a  c i r c l e  and  p o e t r y  t o  a  

h ex ag o n  c a n  o n ly  b e  s p e c u la te d  on ( T a l e ,p 2 7 7 ; .  T h is  i s  one o f  th e  T a l e ' s  

m ost e n ig m a t ic  p a s s a g e s .  H ow ever, th e  m en tio n  o f  th e  c a p s  b e l i e s  th e  

p e r s o n a 's  d e te r m in is m , s in c e  i t  im p l ie s  t h a t 'e n t h u s i a s t i c 'p a s s i o n s  can  

be  t r a i n e d .  T h is  i s  i n  f a c t  th e  p e r s o n a 's  m ain  p o s i t i o n .  A lth o u g h  a

The H ro v id e n ce  o f  w i t , ( 1 9 7 4 ) ,2 2 3 -6 .



m e c h a n is t  i n  many ways, h i s  s t r e s s  th ro u g h o u t  t h e ' f ra g m e n t ' i s  on m an' s  

a b i l i t y  t o  g u id e  h i s  own n a t u r e . The " b c y th ia n  L o n g -h e a d s " , whose h e a d s  

" s h o t  u p w a rd s , i n  th e  i^'orm o f  a  b u g a r -L o a f"  th ro u g h  much " m o ld in g , and

s q u e e z in g ,  an d  b r a c in g "  ( T a l e , p . 2 6 8 ; ,  s t a n d  a s  a  r e i f i e d  a n a lo g y  f o r  a

p r o c e s s  o f  s u b l im a t io n ,  w h ich  I  b e l i e v e  b w if t  s e r i o u s l y  a d v o c a te s .  

'E n th u s ia s m ' w id en s an d  d e e p e n s  i t s  m ean ing  h e r e  r a t h e r  a s  ' r e a l

C h r i s t i a n i t y '  , d o e s  i n  t h e  A rg u m en t. b w i f t  i s  o p p o sed  o n ly  t o  raw

'e n th u s i a s m ', so  t o  s p e a k ,  d e s p i t e  th e  f a c t  t h a t  be seem s t o  a p p ly  t h e  te rm  

s o l e l y  t o  N o n c o n fo rm is t z e a l .  To im ag in e  t h a t  th e  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  

'e n th u s ia s m ' i s  a  d r y  r a t i o n a l i t y  u t t e r l y  d iv o r c e d  fro m  t h e  p a s s i o n s ,  i s  

t o  b i t e  i n t o  th e  worm o f  a w i f t ' s  n u t .  b w if t  a im s  t o  t r a i n  r a t h e r  th a n  

e r a d i c a t e  th e  p a s s io n s ,  b o th  i n  th e  r h e t o r i c i a n  a n a  h i s  a u d ie n c e ,  

a l th o u g h  th e  t r a i n i n g  may n o t  be th e  same i n  e a c h  c a s e .

The f i n a l  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e 'f r a g m e n t * p r e s e n t s  a  h i s t o r y  o f  f a n a t i c i s m ,  

w h ich  becom es y e t  a n o t h e r  o f  th e  T a l e ' s  p u z z l in g  p a r o d ie s  o f  e s o t e r i c  

t r a d i t i o n s  ( T a l e , p p . 2 8 3 - 5 ) » The p e r s o n a  in fo rm s  u s  t h a t  "THE m ost e a r l y  

T ra c e s  we m eet w i th ,  o f  E a n a t i c k s , i n  a n t i e n t  b t o r y ,  a r e  among th e  

A h g y p t ia n s , who i n s t i t u t e d  th o s e  r i t e s ,  known i n  G re e c e  by th e  Names o f  

O rg y a , T a n e g y re s , an d  L i o n y s i a , w h e th e r  in t r o a u c e d  t h e r e  by  u rp h e u s  o r  

n e la m p u s , we s h a l l  n o t  d i s p u t e  a t  p r e s e n t ,  n o r  i n  a l l  l i k e l i h o o d ,  a t  an y  

t im e  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e . "  b w i f t  p a r o d ie s  th e  s c h o l a r s  who had b ee n  

u nan im ous i n  a r g u in g  t h a t  th e  m y s te ry  c u l t s  o r i g i n a t e d  i n  E g y p t and  w ere 

in t r o d u c e d  t o  G re e c e  by some le g e n d a ry  h e r o ,  u s u a l l y  U rp h e u s .^  As we 

h av e  s e e n .  A n c ie n ts  l i k e  W arburton  fo u n d  a  " a o u b le  d o c t r i n e "  w h ich  th e y  

much a d m ire d  i n  t h e s e  c u l t s  ( s e e  ab o v e  p . 13*  ̂ ; .  b w if t  once a g a in  a p p e a r s  

t o  b e  s a t i r i z i n g  th o s e  who r e a d  m y s te r i e s  i n t o  t h e  m ost p r o s a i c  

a c t i v i t i e s ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  an  a m b ig u i ty  h e r e  w h ich  i s  t y p i c a l  o f  h i s

^ s e e  e s p e c i a l l y  G udw orth , T ru e  I n t e l l e c t u a l  b y stem  o f  t h e  U n iv e rse  ( I 6 7 6 ), 
c h a p te r  f o u r .



t r e a t m e n t s  o f  th e  e s o t e r i c :  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  c u l t s  h av e  b ee n  l in k e d

w ith  D io n y s iu s

. . . h a s  b e t r a y 'd  some s u p e r f i c i a l  h e a d e r s  t o  im a g in e , t h a t  
th e  w hole b u s in e s s  was n o th in g  more th a n  a  S e t  o r  
r o a r i n g ,  s c o u r in g  C om panions, o v e r - c h a r g 'd  w ith  W ine; b u t  
t h i s  i s  a  s c a n d a lo u s  m is ta k e  f o i s t e d  on th e  w o rld , by a  
s o r t  o f  m odem  A u th o r s ,  who h av e  to o  l i t e r a l  an  
u n d e r s ta n d in g ,  a n d , b e c a u s e  A n t iq u i ty  i s  t o  b e  t r a c e d  
b a c k w a rd s , do  t h e r e f o r e ,  l i k e  J e w s , b e g in  t h e i r  B ooks a t  
th e  w rong mnd, a s  i f  n e a m in g  w ere  a  s o r t  o f  C o n ju r in g . 
T h ese  a r e  th e  men, who p r e te n d  t o  u n d e r s ta n d  a  B ook, by 
s c o u t in g  th ro *  th e  In d e x , a s  i f  a  T r a v e l l e r  s h o u ld  go 
a b o u t  t o  d e s c r i b e  a  P a l a c e , when he had  s e e n  n o th in g  b u t  
t h e  P r i v y ; o r  l i k e  c e r t a i n  P o r t u n e - t e l l e r s  i n  B o r t h e m  
A m eric a , who hav e  a  Way o f  r e a d in g  a  I’j a n 's  D e s t in y  by 
p e e p in g  i n  h i s  B re e c h , F o r ,  a t  t h e  Time o f  i n s t i t u t i n g  
t h e s e  m y s t e r i e s ,  t h e r e  was n o t  one V ine i n  a l l  B g y p t, th e  
N a t iv e s  d r in k in g  n o th in g  b u t  A l e . . .

H av ing  r e f u t e d  th e  v iew  t h a t  th e  " ^ a n a t i c k  h i t e s "  c a n  be  " im p u ted  t o  

I n t o x i c a t i o n s  by W ine,"  he g o e s  on t o  e x p la in  t h e i r  " d e e p e r  F o u n d a t io n " ,  

c o n c e rn in g  w h ich  one c a n  " . . . g a t h e r  l a r g e  H in ts  from  c e r t a i n  

C irc u m s ta n c e s  i n  th e  C ourse  o f  t h e i r  m y s t e r i e s . "  The "C o n fu s io n  o f  

S e x e s " i n  t h e i r  p r o c e s s io n s ;  t h e i r  g a r la n d s  o f  iv y  and  v in e ,  "mmblems o f  

C le a v in g  an d  C l in g in g  th e  g o a t s  and  a s s e s  w h ich  acco m p an ied  them ; 

an d  t h e i r  " e n s ig n s "  c a rv e d  t o  re s e m b le  th e  "Y irg a  G e n i t a l i s  w ith  i t s  

A p p u r te n a n c e s " , a l l  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i t  was th e  s e x u a l  a c t  w h ich  th e  

D io n y s ia c s  to o k  su c h  c a r e  t o  c o n c e a l ;  a n d , s u r e  en o u g h , " . . . i n  a  c e r t a i n  

tow n o f  A t t i c a ,  th e  w hole S o le m n ity  s t r i p t  o f  a l l  i t s  t y p e s ,  was 

p e r fo rm e d  i n  p u r i s  n a t u r a l i b u s , t h e  V o t a r i e s ,  n o t  f l y i n g  i n  C o v e y s , b u t  

s o r t e d  i n t o  C o u p le s ."  The same in f e r e n c e  i s  d raw n  from  th e  " . . .D e a t h  o f  

u r p h e u s , one o f  th e  I n s t i t u i o n s  o f  t h e s e  m y s t e r i e s ,  who was t o m  i n  

P ie c e s  by Women, b e c a u s e  he r e f u s e d  t o  com m unicate  h i s  U rg y e s . . . "  In  

o t h e r  w o rd s , th e  p e r s o n a  r e j e c t s  one t r i v i a l i z i n g  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i n  th e  

s t r o n g e s t  p o s s i b l e  te rm s  an d  th e n  r e p l a c e s  i t  w i th  a n o th e r .  T h is  d o e s  

n o t  d e t r a c t  from  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  a t t a c k  on s u p e r f i c i a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  

c o n t a i n s  a l l  t h e  s to c k  c r i t i c i s m s  d i r e c t e d  by th e  B c r i b l e r i a n s  a g a i n s t



t h e  m odem  c r i t i c ;  an d  t h a t  th e  c o n t r a r y  p o s i t i o n  c l e a r l y  i n v o lv e s  a  

b e l i e f  i n  some s o r t  o f  s e c r e t  w isdom , b w i f t  c a l c u l a t e s  t h a t  th e  r e a d e r  

who s u s p e c t s  t h a t  t h e r e  i a  so m e th in g  e l s e  h e r e  a s  w e l l  a s  an  e l a b o r a t e  

an d  p e c u l i a r l y  v i o l e n t  a t t a c k  on th e  N o n c o n fo rm is ts  w i l l  be  b a f f l e d  an d  

a t  th e  same tim e  c u r i o u s .

H e re , a s  e ls e w h e re ,  one ca n  s a t i s f y  t h i s  c u r i o s i t y  by s e e in g  th e  

T a le  a s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  e x p r e s s in g  H w i f t 's  s e r i o u s  v iew s  i n  mock fo rm . I t  

i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t ;  a l th o u g h  th e  s e x u a l  a c t  was p e r fo rm e d  " s t r i p t  o f  a l l  

i t s  T y p es"  i n  th e  en d , p r e v io u s  t o  t h i s ,  s e x u a l  d e s i r e  was s u b l im a te d  by 

d e l a y in g  i t s  co n su m m atio n , and  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  g o d s .  T h is  s u b l im a t io n  

was a c h ie v e d  by  u s in g  th e  s e x u a l  a c t  a s  th e  s t u f f  f o r  a  m y s te r io u s  

sy m b o lism . A lth o u g h  th e  p e r s o n a  s t r e s s e s  t h e  r e d u c t i v e  a s p e c t  o f  t h i s  

p r o c e s s  —  r e l i g i o n  i s  n o th in g  b u t  s e x —  we a r e  f r e e  t o  r e v e r s e  h i s  

a rg u m e n t an d  s p e c u la t e  t h a t  th e  m ost ' n o b le  m o tiv e s  known t o  

man ' can  v e ry  w e l l  be s u b l im a t io n s  o f  b a s e  o r  common p a s s io n s ,

b u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  re m a in  t r u l y  n o b le .^

The f a u l t  i n  th e  p e r s o n a 's  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  w ould t h e r e f o r e  

l i e  n o t  i n  h i s  a n a l y s i s  o f  r e l i g i o n  i t s e l f ,  b u t  i n  h i s  g ra v e  e x p o s u re  o f  

i t s  ig n o b le  " s e e d " ,  d w i f t  im p l ie s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  d e g r e e s  o f  s u b l im in a t io n  

o f  s e x u a l  d e s i r e .  The " r e l i g i o n  o f  th e  V o ta r ie s "  i s  p ro d u c ed  by  

d i v e r t i n g  i t  i n t o  t h e  w o rs h ip  o f  "bhadow s an d  ümblems o f  th e  w hole 

m y s te ry "  ( t h a t  i s ,  t h e  s e x u a l  a c t ; .  A more r a d i c a l  t r a n s f o r m a t io n  i s  

s e e n  i n  U rp h e u s , "one o f  th e  I n s t i t u t o r s  o f  t h e s e  m y s t e r i e s " ,  who 

c a s t r a t e d  h im s e l f  " f o r  t h e  l o s s  o f  h i s  w ife "  an d  " r e f u s e d  t o  com m unicate  

h i s  U rg y e s" t o  h i s  f o l l o w e r s  ( T a l e , p . 2 6 f ; .  u r p h e u s ' c e l i b a c y  r e s u l t e d  

from  th e  f a c t  t h a t  h i s  d e s i r e s  w ere  n o t  f i x e d  on th e  same o b j e c t s  a s  

th o s e  o f  h i s  V o t a r i e s .  H is  r e f u s a l  t o  "com m unicate  h i s  o rg y e s "  h a s  many

^ We c a n  f i n d  a  v iew  o f  r e l i g i o n  a s  th e  " h ig h e s t  I n s t a n c e  o f  s e l f -  
Love", n o t  d i f f e r e n t  i n  k in d  from  th e  lo w e s t  p o s s i b l e  i n s t a n c e s ,  
i n  S w i f t 's  T h o u g h ts  ( s e e  ab o v e  p .  1 0 0 ; .
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r e s o n a n c e s  i f  my r e a d in g  o f  th e  T a le  i s  c o r r e c t .  I t  d e n o te s  t h a t  

" h o a rd in g  up"  o r  " s t i f l i n g "  o f  know ledge w i th o u t  w h ich  i t  w ould be 

im p o s s ib le  t o  " i n s t i t u t e  m y s t e r i e s " .  S w if t  im p l ie s  t h a t  th e  O rp h ic  

r e l i g i o n  was p ro d u c e d  by a  s u b l im a t io n  o f  b a s e  d e s i r e s ,  b u t  U rpheus 

h i m s e l f  may h av e  b e e n  c o m p le te ly  w i th o u t  t h e s e  d e s i r e s  ( n o t  b e c a u s e  h i s  

n a tu r e  was n o t  p a s s i o n a t e  b u t  p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  i n t e n s e l y  lo v in g  

n a t u r e ) .  I  w ould s u g g e s t  t h a t  S w if t  i s  d e s c r i b i n g  h e r e  th e  p r o p e r  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e en  th e  w ise  man and  th e  ‘c r e d u lo u s ' m a j o r i t y .  U rpheus* 

pow er com es from  c h a n n e l l in g  a  p a s s io n  w h ich  h e  h im s e l f  d o e s  n o t  f e e l .  

The f a c t  t h a t  he d o e s  n o t  f e e l  i t  m ust re m a in  a  s e c r e t  w h ich  e x p o s e s  him  

t o  t h e  d a n g e r  h e r e  e n ig m a t i c a l l y  conveyed  i n  h i s  b e in g  " t o m  i n  p i e c e s  

by  Women", who ju d g e  him  in  te rm s  o f  h i s  own " m y s t e r i e s " .  The f a t e  o f  

U rp h e u s , i n  o t h e r  w o rd s , r e v e a l s  th e  n ee d  f o r  d i s g u i s e  on th e  p a r t  o f  

th e  r h e t o r i c i a n  who i s  w o rk in g  w i th in  a  s p h e re  w h ich  i s  s e c r e t l y  

a b h o r r e n t  t o  h im . The p a r a b le  r e c a l l s  S o c r a t e s '  u n w i t t in g  a r o u s a l  o f  

A lc ib iad e S fW h o  i s  d a n g e ro u s  b e c a u s e  he ju d g e s  S o c r a te s  by  v u lg a r  

s t a n d a r d s  w h ile  d im ly  r e c o g n iz in g  h i s  u n iq u e n e s s .

The ‘f r a g m e n t ' en d s  w i th  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  P l a t o .  L o v e rs  a r e  s a i d  t o  b e  

" . . . b u t  a n o th e r  s o r t  o f  P l a t o n i c k s , who p r e te n d  t o  s e e  S t a r s  an d  H eaven 

i n  Juadies L y e s , and  t o  lo o k  o r  t h i n k  no  lo w e r ;  b u t  t h e  same P i t  i s  

p ro v id e d  f o r  b o th ;  an d  th e y  seem  a  p e r f e c t  m o ra l t o  t h e  S to r y  o f  t h a t  

P h i lo s o p h e r ,  who, w h i le  h i s  T h o u g h ts  an d  L yes w ere  f i x e d  upon t h e  

C o n s t e l l a t i o n s , fo u n d  h im s e l f  s e d u c e d  by  h i s  lo w e r  P a r t s  i n t o  a  D i t c h " 

( T a l e , p . 2 8 9 ) .  T h is  i s  t h e  one r e f e r e n c e  t o  p h i lo s o p h y  i n  t h e ’f r a g m e n t)  

b u t  i t  o c c u rs  a t  an  e m p h a tic  moment, i n  t h e  v e r y  l a s t  s e n t e n c e .  The 

a n a lo g y  b e tw e e n  s e x u a l  lo v e  and  th e  lo v e  o f  wisdom s u p p o r t s  my sy m b o lic  

r e a d in g  o f  U rp h e u s ' r e f u s a l  t o  "com m unicate  h i s  o r g y e s " .  The e d i t o r s  

r e f e r  u s  t o  P l a t o ' s  T h e a e ta tu s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  o ccu irence o f  t h e  s t o r y  o f  - 

th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  an d  th e  d i t c h .  P l a t o  c i t e s  i t  a s  an  exam ple  o f  th e  

m ockery  w h ich  i s  a lw a y s  d i r e c t e d  a t  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r ,  who, he g o e s  on t o



s a y ,  w i l l  a lw a y s  a p p e a r  a  f o o l  t o  men o f  th e  w o rld  ( T h e a e t e t u s , 1 7 2 - 1 7 6  ) .  

T h is  p a s s a g e  was p ro b a b ly  th e  m ain s o u rc e  f o r  th e  i d e a  o f  d i v i n e  f o l l y  

w h ich  so  f a s c i n a t e d  th e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  h u m a n is ts  d i s c u s s e d  i n  

C h a p te r  O n e . my a rg u m e n t i s  t h a t  th e  w hole o f  t h e  ‘fragm en t*  o f f e r s  a d v ic e  

t o  t h e  p h i lo s o p h e r ,  w h ich  i s  b a s e d  on th e  p re m is e  t h a t  he w i l l  be 

i n e f f e c t u a l  i f  he e x p r e s s e s  h i s  id e a s  d i r e c t l y .  I f ,  S w i f t ' s  a rg u m e n t 

g o e s ,  i t  i s  human n a t u r e  t o  w ish  t o  be " b o m  t o  h e a v e n "  by an  a s s —an d  .. 

t h e  l i n k s  b e tw e en  'e n th u s ia s m ' and  s e x u a l  d e s i r e  e n c o u ra g e  u s  t o  b e l i e v e  

t h a t  s u c h 'c r e d u l i t y * i s  a  n e a r  u n i v e r s a l ,  an d  i n  a  s e n s e  n a t u r a l  human 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  —  th e n  th e  w ise  man who s e e s  t h i s  g e n e r a l  f o l l y  f o r  w hat 

i t  i s  a l s o  s e e s  th e  f o l l y  o f  an  a t t e m p t  t o  ex p o se  i t .  I f  t h e r e f o r e  su ch  

a  man w is h e s  t o  p u t  h i s  wisdom t o  an y  p r a c t i c a l  u se  he m ust d i s g u i s e  i t  

an d  w ork w i th in  th e  s p h e re  o f  p o p u la r  i l l u s i o n s ;  j u s t  a s  U rp h e u s , i n  h i s  

" m y s te r ie s "  h a r n e s s e d  d e s i r e s  w hich  he h i i a s e l f  d id  n o t  f e e l .  A 

" m e c h a n ic a l  o p e r a t io n "  i s  n e c e s s a r y  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  f o r  U w ift i s  a d v o c a t in g  

a  s im u la t io n  o f  'e n th u s ia s m ' among p r e c i s e l y  th o s e  who a r e  n o t  v u l g a r l y  

' e n t h u s i a s t i c ' . The m ise  o u rse  i t s e l f  p r a c t i s e s  a  p a r a l l e l  s i m u la t i o n ,  . 

f o r  i t  i s  f i r s t  an d  fo r e m o s t  a  d e f e n c e  o f  th e  A n g lic a n  C h u rch . The way 

'e n th u s ia s m ' ex p an d s  t o  in c lu d e  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  i t s e l f  i s  l e f t  t o  be  

i n f e r r e d ,  d w i f t  f u r t h e r  p r o t e c t s  h i s  m eaning by th e  s a t i r e  on H o b b is t  

m echanism  t h a t  r u n s  th r o u g h o u t .  I t  i s  th e  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  i n  S w i f t 's  

d i a l e c t i c  t o  r e c o g n iz e  t h a t  Hobbism  i s  one o f  th e  t a r g e t s  o f  t h e  s a t i r e  

a s  w e l l  a s  th e  v e h i c l e  f o r  a  s a t i r e  on 'e n th u s ia s m "; i t s  p r e c i s e  

o p p o s i t e .
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C o n c lu s io n ;

I  w ish  t o  c o n c lu d e  w ith  a  b r i e f  summary o f  my a rg u m e n t.  S w i f t 's

s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  A n c ie n ts  was in  e s s e n c e  a n  a d h e re n c e  t o  a  c l a s s i c a l

schem e o f  p o l i t i c a l  p h i lo s o p h y  W hich was fo u n d e d  on th e  p re m is e  t h a t

p h i lo s o p h y  c a n n o t  be made a  b a s i s  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  s o c i e t y  e x c e p t  i n

h i g h ly  u n u s u a l  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  b e c a u s e  m ost p e o p le  a r e  n o t  p h i lo s o p h e r s ,

t h a t  i s ,  th e y  do  n o t  a c c e p t  t h à t  know leuge i s  th e  h i g h e s t  o b j e c t  o f

human d e s i r e s .  T h is  m eans t h a t  m ost p e o p l e 's  d e s i r e s  a r e  n a t u r a l l y  i n

t e n s i o n  w ith  th e  v i r t u e s  r e q u i r e a  o f  them  a s  c i t i z e n s ,  w h ich  m eans in

t u r n  t h a t  th e y  th e y  m ust be h a b i tu a t e d  t o  th e s e  v i r t u e s  by  n o b le  m y th s .

The p r a c t i c a l  co n se q u e n c e  o f  t h i s  v iew  was th o u g h t  t o  be t h a t  many

b e l i e f s  w h ich  a r e  v a in  an d  d e lu d e a  in  th e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s  m ust be  d e fe n d e d

v i g o r o u s l y .  S w i f t 's  a e f e n c e  o f  th e  A n g lic a n  c h u rc h  i s  p ro m p ted  by th e s e

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  i<ar from  b e in g  in  c o n f l i c t  w i th  h i s  c l a s s i c i s m ,  a s  i n

th e  c a s e  o f  th e  p h i lo s o p h e s ,^  S w i f t 's  A n g lic a n is m  was ev en  a  m a n i f e s t -

2
a t i o n  o f  h i s  c l a s s i c i s m , o r  a t  l e a s t  h i s  F la to n is m .  H ow ever, t h e r e  a r e  

a  few  i n  whom th e  p a s s io n  o f  c u r i o s i t y  i s  d o m in a n t.  T h ese  ca n  be 

e n l ig h t e n e d  w i th o u t  e n d a n g e r in g  t h e i r  v i r t u e  a s  c i t i z e n s .  In d e e d  in  

th e  T la t o n i c  t r a d i t i o n  th e  lo v e  o f  know ledge f u l f i l s  mans n a tu r e  an d  i s  

t o  be encouraged , w h e re v e r  p o s s i b l e .  Where t h e s e  tw o a im s o f  d e f e n d in g  

b e n ig n  d e l u s i o n s  and  e n c o u ra g in g  th e  lo v e  o f  know ledge c o n f l i c t , a  t e x t  

t h a t  w orks on tw o l e v e l s  i s  p ro d u c e d , w h ich  a im s t o  le a d  th e  'c u r i o u s ' 

on an d  e x c lu d e  th e  'c r e d u lo u s '.  The s e c r e c y  o f su c h  a  t e x t  h a s  th e  ad d ed  

a d v a n ta g e  o f  s t i m u l a t i n g  th e  c u r i o s i t y  o f  th e  fo rm e r  ty p e  o f  r e a d e r .

^  See G ay, The e n l ig h te n m e n t .

^ See B loom , "An O u t l in e  o f  G u l l i v e r 's  T r a v e l s " f o r  a  s i m i l a r  v ie w .



I n  th e  c a s e  o f  th e  T a le  t h e r e  i s  a n  ad d ed  c o m p le x i ty ,  s i n c e  th e  

l e v e l  in te n d e d  f o r  t h e  'c u r i o u s ' a c t u a l l y  t e a c h e s  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw een  

t h e  tw o ty p e s  o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  an d  th e  c o n c lu s io n s  t o  be  d raw n from  i t  

w h ich  I  have  j u s t  d i s c u s s e d .  T h is  i s  my j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  th e  d u a l  

c o n c e rn  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  w i th  b w i f t ' s  p h i lo s o p h y  a n d  h i s  r h e t o r i c ,  d w i f t ' s  

r h e t o r i c  i s  th e  n e c e s s a r y  e x p r e s s io n  o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p h i lo s o p h y ,  an d  

h i s  p h i lo s o p h y ,  a t  l e a s t  i n s o f a r  a s  i t  i s  r e v e a l e d  i n  th e  T a l e , d e a l s ,  

w i th  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  a d o p t in g  su c h  a  r h e t o r i c .  V ery b ro a .d ly  , th e  

T a le  *s  s t r a t e g y  i s  t o  s a t i r i z e  r e l i g i o u s  a b u s e s  an d  s o ,  on i t s  m ost 

o b v io u s  l e v e l ,  t o  d e fe n d  A n g lic a n is m  a s  th e  t r u e  r e l i g i o n .  L e ss  

o b v io u s ly ,  t h i s  l e v e l  o f  th e  s a t i r e  i s  a cco m p an ied  by  a  p a ro d y  o f  a  

f a s h io n a b le  r e d u c t i v e  m echanism  w hich  m ig h t s e e m ,a t  a  f i r s t  r e a d in g  o f  

th e  T a le  , t o  fo rm  th e  t h e o r e t i c a l  b a s i s  o f  a n  a t t a c k  on r e l i g i o n  i t s e l f .  

T h i s ,  I  have  a r g u e d ,  i s  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  T a le  w h ich  i s  d i r e c t e d  a t  th e  

f r e e - t h i n k e r s .  T h e i r  c o n f u s io n  i s  in te n d e d  t o  g iv e  way t o  c u r i o s i t y .

A t t h i s  p o i n t  b w i f t ' s  p o s i t i v e  b e l i e f s  c a n  be d e d u c e d , p r i n c i p a l l y  by a  

f l e x i b l e  s y n t h e s i s  o f  t h e  d i g r e s s i o n s  an d  th e  a l l e g o r y ,  o r  o f  th e  

p e r s o n a 's  l i t e r a l  m ean ing  an d  i t s  i r o n i c  i n v e r s i o n .  I n  th e  " D ig r e s s io n  

on J’la d n e s s "  d w i f t  a n a ly s e s  t h i s  te c h n iq u e  -  th e  a t t a c k  o n ' c r e d u l i ty *  and  

o n 'c u r i o s i t y 'a r e  i n  l e s s  o b t r u s iv e  c o n f l i c t  th r o u g h o u t  th e  T a l e , b u t  th e  

' c u r io u s * l e v e l  i s  a  c o n s t a n t  u n d e r c u r r e n t  i n  t h e  T a l e , and  one w h ich  i s  

a s  l i k e l y  t o  r e n d e r  t h e  c o n te m p o ra ry  r e a d e r  u n c o m fo r ta b le  a s  i t  was th e  

A u g u stan  f r e e - t h i n k e r s  an d  r a t i o n a l i s t s .  The s a t i r e  on r e l i g i o u s  a b u s e s  

g iv e s  way t o  t h i s  d e e p e r  s a t i r e  i n  t h e  a c c o u n ts  o f  th e  A e o l i s t  and  

S a r t o r i a l i s t  s e c t s ,  i n  th e  d i g r e s s i o n s  an d  a t  p e r i o d i c  i n t e r v a l s  i n  th e  

M e c h a n ic a l O p e ra t io n  o f  th e  d p i r i t ' . As i n  th e  " D ig r e s s io n  on f ia d n e s s " , 

t h e  o n ly  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  'c u r i o s i t y '  , once i t  h a s  b e e n  r e c o g n iz e d  a s  one 

o f  t h e  t a r g e t s  o f  o w i f t ' s  s a t i r e ,  seem s t o  be  a  r e t u r n  t o  ' c r e d u l i t y ' , 

w h ich  i s  h i s  o t h e r . t a r g e t .  I n  t h i s  way a  d i a lo g u e  i s  s e t  u p , w h ich  th e  

T a le  * s  many r e f e r e n c e s  t o  s e c r e c y  c a n  h e lp  t o  a  c o n c lu s io n ,  d w i f t ' s  own



d e f e n c e  o f  th e  ‘common fo rm s ',  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  m ethods by  w h ich  he h i n t s  

a t  h i s  own s c e p t i c i s m  r e g a r d in g  th o s e  'fo rm s ', r e v e a l  by  exam ple  th e  s o r t  

o f  com prom ise he h a s  i n  m ind .
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A d d e n d a .

N ote p ag e  3 2 . F o r a  more p h i l o s o p h ic a l  v iew  o f  th e  s e r i o  lu d e r e  a s  a
m ethod o f  c o n c e a lm e n t s e e  b h a f te s b u r y ,  n i f e ,  n e t t e r s  and  H egim en( l6 9 8 -  
1 7 1 2 ) , p . 194;

In  th e  t h i n g s  w i th in  i s  e a r n e s t .  In  th e  t h in g s  w ith o u t^  w hat i s  
a l l  b u t  j e s t ?  Now th e  f i r s t  a r e  n e v e r  m ean t; th e  l a t t e r  e v e ry w h e re . 
How t a l k  th e n  o f  th e  f i r s t ?  How be e a r n e s t  o r  i n  e a r n e s t  i f  th o u  
w o u ld s t  e v e r  do f e ig n ?  B ut i f  th e  t a l k  be n e v e r  o f  th e  f i r s t  b u t  o f  
th e  l a t t e r  o n ly ,  how t a l k  o f  t h e s e  and be s e r io u s ?  See th e n  i f  th e  
g r e a t e s t  s e r io u s n e s s  be n o t  a  v e ry  j e s t .  T h e r e f o r e ,  be  i t  j e s t  o r  - 
e a r n e s t  w i th  o t h e r s ,  i t  can  be n e i t h e r  t o  t h y s e l f .  T h e i r  j e s t ,  t h e i r  
e a r n e s t :  b o th  i n  a  m anner a  j e s t .  B u t th e  u se  o f  t h i s  j e s t  a  s e r io u s

m a t te r  and f a r  from  j e s t ,  bee th e n  t o  u se  i t  r i g h t  w i th in ;  and  f o r  
w i th o u t  rem em ber th e  medium and  f in d  th e  b a la n c e  a s  becom es t h e e .

N ote page 8 2 . bee  a l s o  am es. C i t i z e n  Thomas more an d  h i s  U to p ia , p p . 8 1 -  
3  f o r  an  e x p la n a t io n  in  te rm s  o f  c e n s o r s h ip .  F'or an  i n t e r e s t i n g  
c o n te m p o ra ry  r e a c t i o n  se e  B u d e 's  comments (1 3 1 7 ), who h im s e l f  l e a m t  
from  i t  th e  v a n i ty  o f  th e  w o rld , b u t  s p e a k s  o f  i t  a s  a  " h a g io p o l i s " ;  
o r  " c i t y  o f  th e  b a i n t s "  w h ich  c o u ld  n e v e r  be a c t u a l i z e d  b e c a u se  o f  th e  
i r r e v e r s i b l e  w o r ld l in e s s  o f  o t h e r s ;  i n  G a l la g h e r ,  m o re 's  U to p ia  and 
i t s  C r i t i c s  ( l 9 o 4 j ,p p .8 2 - 6 .

N ote page 1 7 0 . I t  h a s  been  s u g g e s te d  t o  me t h a t  S w i f t 's  p o i n t  i s  t h a t  
" p a r t i c u l a r  men" s h o u ld  w a it  u n t i l  th e  "am endm ent" h ap p en s  b e f o r e  
s p e a k in g  o u t .  The "T hough t"  i s  am b ig u o u s, b u t  i t  seem s t o  me odd t o  
im ag in e  S w if t  i s  a d v o c a t in g  w a tc h in g  a  m o u n tin g  t i d e  o f  c o r r u p t io n  
w ith o u t  t a k i n g 'd r a s t i c  m e a s u re s .  R a th e r ,  t h e r e  i s  a  p o in t  o f  
c o r r u p t io n  beyond w hich v i o l e n t  d i s r u p t i o n  o f  e s t a b l i s h e d  b e l i e f s  
becom es th e  l e s s e r  o f  two e v i l s .


