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Suggested contribution by JM to nurses 

1. Move:s.ent for NHS , 1900-48 ; foundation of NHS - structure and finance; early 
problems in 1950s - Guillebaud Report, etc; lack of Ell~ hospital planni~g ; 
situation by early 1960s. 

2. Emergence of debate on rationing in 1960s and 1970s; 1974 reorganisation; 
regional class inequalities debate in 1970s - RAWP, etc; problems of medical 
progress versus equity in resource allocation. 

3. Social class inequalities - Black Report, etc; increasing critical challen~to 
.nedical mystique; 'politics of medicine' - incl. industrial disputes in 1970s; 
rise of private medicine; current problems in NHS, plans for privatisation, etc. 

AEOVE CAN SERVE AS INTRODUCTION l'O MARIAN GOUGH'S CONTRIBUTION ON THE ECONOMICS OF 
HEALTH CARE, RESOURCE ALLOCATION, ETC; AND TO FDSSIBLE 'MEDICAL SOCIOLOGY' IN.FUT 3Y 
MF, RF OR MB. 



IJ"':?.~ .!.' .. ;2i'l' OF .30CIAJ, PJLICl AND SJ CIAL ..JC:L:::I~Cc... 

Lectures and ser.iinar s to nurs i nc; stud~nts by Dr J f.lacnicol 

These lectures/se:.1irwrs \Jill porvide students 1.1i th o. basi c under standing of ",::'.:1e 
development of health cl.re i n Bri tein c:ind t"ie current issues i!l the Nationa.l Heal t h 
Service . The aim Hill be to f ocus on i nteresti ng and relevant problems , an.d to adopt 
a critical and analytical perspective . This par t o f the course cooprises 4 sessions; 
students will then go t o Mr s Marian Gough (on 14th November) for sessions ex~ining in 
r-mch greate r detail the e con omics of resource allocation ari_ci associated issues . Then 
in the second ter m students 1·1ill attend Hr M Bury ' s course ori_ Contemporary I ssues in 
Health . 

Lectures will b e on Mondays at 3 . 00 i n room 86 , Reid Building . 

10 Oc t ober : 
(1 hour session) 

1 7 Oc t ober: 
C1 i hour session) 

24 October : 
( 1 hour session) 

31 Oc tober : 
(1~ hour session ) 

The origins of the NHS , 1900-48 ; the long-term historical 
background to current problems . 

The first 25 years of the tE{S : i ssues of total cost , 
planning and political consensus . 

The debate on rationing of health care in the 1970s : 
RA'.,IP , r egional inequalities and resource alloca tion . 

Socia l class inequalities a1.d the performanc e of the NHS; 
privatisation and current probl er.s . 

( I shall also extend one of these sessio1is to include ru"l in tr-oductio:i to th<} 
S400 Extended Essay ) . 

Reading list 

( a ) Historical to 1948 

Brian Abel - Smith , The Hospita l s ( 1964 ) 
John Pater , The Ma.kine of the National Health Service ( 198 1) 
Gordon Forsyth , Doctors and State Hedicine ( 1966 ) 
Mi chael Foot , Aneurin Bevan , Val 1.1 ( 1973 ) 
Frank Honigsbaurn , The Divisil.on in Briti sh .Medicine ( 1979 ) 

( b ) Developments since 1948 and gene r a l d i scussions 

Brian Abel - Smith , The National Health Service : the First Thi r ty Years (1979) 
Brian Watkin , The National Health Servi ce , 1948- 78 ( 1973 ) 
Vincente Navarro , Class St:::-ugi;;le 1 the .Stat0 2nd Nedici:-.e . ( 1978 ) 
Bri a11 Abel - Smith and Ri chard 1r itmuss , Yne Cost of the ~fational Health Service ( 1956 ) 
Renart o f the Ro:val Commission on the National Health Service , 1979 , C::md . 70 15 . 
Rud olph Klein , The Poli ties o f the National i{eal th Service ( 1983) 
Chri s Ham , Health Policy in Bri tain : the Organisation a'1.d Poli ties of the N~S ( 1982 ) 

( c) Gene r a l dis cussions on rationin~ 

Bi ch<J.c l Co9per, !<a.tionin") Health CarP. (1 976 ) 
Br.i.;:m Abel-Smith, Value _for None:; in Health Servi ces ( 1976 ) 
P * foster , Access to Wel..t·are ( 19()3 ), Ch 5o 



( d ) ~~~ional i ncaual i t i es . re s ource a lloca tion , ra tio~in~ in urac ti Ge 

DH,S.S , Plann i n '.)~ J2sources for Heal th in En ; lcmd : Renar t of the Resou rce Allocat ion 
Workinr; Par ty \. 19?b 
Alc:m i·;ayn a r d and Anne Lud0rook , 1 Bud ge t Al l ocat ion i n t he NHS' , Journa l of Socia l 
Pol i cv , Vol 9 , No 3 , July 1980. 

( e ) Socia l class ineaual it i es 

Ni e ~;:: Da.vi dson 2.....11d Pete r Tmmsend . ( eds ), Ineouali ties in Healt h : the Bla ck Renart ( 1982 ) 
Vivi enne Wal ters , Cla ss L!e guali t i es i n Hea lth Ca.re (1 979 ) -
Alan Mayn a r d and Anne Ludbrook , 1 Inequa.li ty , t he Nat iona l Healt h Servi c e and Health 
Pol i cy ', Journal of Public Policy , Vol 2 , Pt 2 , May 1982 . 

Jon S tern, ' Socia l Mobility and the Interpr e t a tion of Social Class Ho rtality 
Di fferent i a l s ' , Jou.!'n3.l o f Socia l PoliSL~ Vol 12 , No 1 .. 

Seminar topi c s : 

.. ' 

1. Di s cuss t he view t hat the fotE1ding of t h e NHS in 1948 wa s an event tha.t benefi ted the 
medica l profession a s much as it b ene f i t e d t he general public. 

2 . \fay , during the f irst 25 year rc, of its exi s tence , was the mai n i ssue in t:C.e HH3 
the one of i ts t otal cos t ? 

3. "Rat ioning h eal th ca r e i s di ff icult be cause it involves more the defeating o f 
vested in t erests th.:u1 i t does t :ie cons truc t ion of i ndico.t ors of n e ed 11 • Discuss; 

4. Why has there been s o mu ch con cern ove r .soci a l cla.::>s i n equali ti t e s i n h ealth 
re c c21tly? 

5. The p r esent ~overnment i s commi t te d to a policy of privatisa tion in health ~ 
ca r e u What i mpl i cations do you t hink thi s will have for t he NHS? 

John Macnicol 
Oc t ober 1983 
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