
t University of London 

SPECIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE IN NURSING STUDIES 

The normal meeting of the Special Advisory Committee in Nursing Studies will be on 
Friday 1 3 May 1983 at 2 JO p m in Senate House 

M I N u T E S of the meeting held on 18 February 1983 

Present: Professor T E Oppe (Chairman) ,$P~fessor H ;;;;;;;J/Dr IF Bur on, Mr M Bury, 
Dr T R Cullinan , Mrs M Ferguson, Mr B Finn, Mrs E M Fordham, Professor M 
Ginsberg , Professor J H Green, Professor JC Hayward, Mr S Holder, Dr J L H 
O ' Riordan , Professor J P Payne , Dr S J Redfern, Dr J R W Ross 

Apolog i es for absence were received fr om : 
Professor R Goldsmith , Professor RA Pinker, Miss I M Speight, Mr JA Weinman, 
Mr w L White house , Dr J Wilson-Barnett, Dr R Anderson 

MINUTES 

Confirmed : The Minutes of the meeting on 15 October 1982. 

MEMBERSHIP 

14 

No t ed : Changes in Membe r ship and welcomed Professor Westell and Mr Bury to the Commi tteeis 

B Sc EXAMINERS 1983 

Nominated: Dr J oseph Laity to replace Dr Herxheimer as Visiting Examiner for the 
Cour se "Therapeutics and Pathology " at Bedford College in 198 3 . 

CENTRAL COUNCIL FOR NURSING AND ENGLISH NATIONAL BOARD 

Nominated : The following persons for consideration by the DES: 

(a) UK Central Council Dr J Wilson-Barnett 
Department of Nursing Studies 
Chelsea College 

Engli sh National Board Professor R Goldsmith 
Professor of Physiology 
Chelsea College 

I t was noted that Dr Wilson- Barnett has already been nominated by the 
Royal College of Nursing Research Committee to serve on the UK Central 
Counci l. 

NURSING STUDIES IN THE UNIVERSITY 

Reported: That the Wo rking Party on Nursing Studies is expected shortly to be sub
mitting its report to the Vice - Chancellor and Joint Planning Committee 
and it is like ly that this report will be considered with those in a 
number of other subjects on which Schools and Boards of Studies/Special 
Advisory Committees are being asked to comment by 11 April. 

The Ch a irman reported that the Wo rking Party would be strongly SUf!?Orting the con
tinuation o f nursing degree studies in the University with the maintenance of at 
least the present annual intake of students and a further increase in due course . 

Agreed: That when copies of the r eport are available, they should be sent to 
members with a slip asking whether a special meeting of the SAC is 
considered desirable . Such a meeting , if held, should take place at 
2 30 pm o n Friday, 18 March. 

NURSING STUDIES AT BEDFORD COLLEGE 

Approved : The revised proposals for course S290, Therapeutics and Pathology for 
1983 o nly in the first instance , subjec~ to amendment of the 125 hours 
to be shown as "Seminars o r Tutorials'· r ather than Pro ject Worl< . 

It was noted that as there are only five students on the course , it i s inappropriate 
to have f o rmal lectures and the teaching i s wholly thr ough seminars/tutorials . 
Now that Dr Laity has b een appointed as a Visiting Examiner f or the course in the 
summer, he will also b e asked t o assess an interim e xamination taken thi s te rm and 
his report will be avai l ab l e at the meeting in May (or possibly the Special Meeting 
in Ma r ch) . It was also agreed that Bedford College will provide copies of the 

,_,..--summer examinatio n paper fo~ll membe r s (and not only the Working Party consider ing 
-\ the future o f the cours8~P 
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21 Con s ide r e d: Preliminary pro posals f or t he following new courses for which details 
were include d in the Agenda : 

/I 

22 

23 

S380 
S30 2 
S326 
S401 

I ssues in Maternal , Child a nd Fami l y Health (1 c u) 
Resear ch Me thods in Nu r s ing (1 c u) 
Health Car e in Br itain (1 c u) 
Extende d Es s ay in Nursing (1 c u) 

In t h e course of the disc ussio n the f ollowing points were made: 

(i ) The Col l eg e are p r esently profOsing t hat "Issues in Maternal.Child and 
Fami l y Hea lth" would no t include special study of the problems of children with chronic 
ha ndicappi ng conditio ns . These aspec ts will , however, be discussed in the course 
o n Soc i o l ogy, Heal t h and Illness (Ye a r 4 ). I t is i ntended that the course should 
r e fl ect the p r acti cal expe ri e nce a vai labl e to students in their placements and it is 
no t presentl y e nvi s aged that handic apped childre n will be met in the placements. 
Although some concern was expressed tha t a work l oad of 24 lectures and 24 hours 
seminar/tu t o ria l is l ight f or a B Sc cou r s e wi th a value of 1 c u, Dr Burton 
emphas i sed tha t it wou l d be a r easonabl e wortload within the Social ~cien~s where /i 
students a r e r equired t o unde r take a g r eat dea l of reading and pri~ate preparation. 

(ii) The in tention of the course " Re sea rch Methods in Nursing" would be to 
f o rmali ze ma t e r ial whic h s t u d e n ts would a lready have touched upon in many of the 

first and s econd year courses . It was suggested that it would be desirable to give 
some emphasis t o Methods in Psycholog y a nd to quantitative work in the Bio-medical 
Sciences r e l e v ant to Nu r sing as we ll a s to Medi cal Sociology and Nursing Research 

(iii) The Extended Essay in Nurs ing woul d b e corrunenced in the third year and 
lead t o a pro j ect r epor t to b e exa mine d at t h e e nd of the fourth year . It was 
suggeste d that t hi s could lead t o fail u r e to r ecognise that a student was not under
s t a nding r esear ch methods until it wa s too late and that it would be useful for 
Be dfo r d to arra nge for t h e stude nts to be exposed to research projects in their third 
y e ar a nd t o p a rticipate i f possible . ( I t was noted that the Department of Corrununity 
Medic ine at St Ma ry' s Hospital Me dical Schoo l already receives nursing students from 
the Unive rsity o f Surrey so that i t woul d seem possible that similar arrangements 
might be mad e for Bedford s tudents .) 

(iv) The wo r k l oad o f 48 ho urs lec t u r e s and 1 2 hours semi nar/tutorial work 
was conside r ed no t wholly appropriate f o r t h e course "Health Car e in Britain ". 
Suc h cour ses s hou ld be exploring i dea s and the actual factual knowledge to be conveyed 
is limi~ed . Fur t h ermor e , a s t his c ourse i s on l y available to the five nursing stu-
dents, formal lectures wer e d e emed inappr opriate. It was, however , recognised that 
Nursing students r e u ire mo r e t ing in this a r ea than Social Science students 
who have a wide r b ackgroun d of So~ ana-Economics . -----

(v) Members were conce rned that the cou r se unit examinations for the B Sc 
d egr ee would not include que s tions on Cl inical Nursing Care and , in particular , that the 
t eac hing o f Paediatric and Ge ria tric Nursing will not be exami ned for the B Sc . It was 
r e c ognise d tha t Bedford hope theft students will draw upon their experience in Clinical 
Prac tice whe n a n s wer i ng questions on I ssues i n Nurs i ng b u t i t was not deemed that such 
e xa minati o ns would f ully t est their knowl edge o f clin i cal nursing care . It was agreed 
t hat t hi s is a separate matter from t es t ing their practi cal skills as a nurse. SRN 
stude nts ha v e to pass Clinical examinations se t by reg i ster e d tutors monitored by the 
GNC. I t was s uggested that~ where a University degr ee is leading also to the profess
i o na l qual i f i cation of SRN , t h e Unive r s i ty has a r esponsibility for assessing knowledge 
o f Cl i nica l Nur s ing . I t was there f o re a g r eed that Bedford Col l ege s hould consider the 
ma t ter f ur t h e r a nd perhaps have di scu ss i o n s with t h e GMC with a view to discuss i on at 
t h e ne x t meeting of t h e SAC. 

(v i ) I t was r ecognised that the r e we r e p r oblems i n integrating lecturers in 
a ho s p i ta l schoo l of nur sing into the Unive r s ity ' s own assessment system and in 
using them a s Unive r sity examiners. I t was suggested that the Director of Nursing 
Educatio n at the Middl esex Ho spital might b e invited to attend t he nex t mee ting of 
the SAC t o discuss the integration o f unive rsity course s a nd t eaching in Clinical 
Nursing Pra ctice (although i t was recognise d that the Middl e s e x Ho s p ital is not 
used for attachments in a ll areas , eg , Obstetrics and Paediatric~ . 

NURSING COURSE AT CHELSEA COLLEGE 

Approved: Proposa ls f o r t he new course "Social Aspects of Health Car e " . 

GOVERNMENT ENQUIRY IN'ID HUMAN FERTI LI SATION AND EMBRYOLOGY 

Agreed: That altho u gh r e f e r ence to e thical consideratio n shou l d b e inc lude d in 
any Nursing degree course , the Sp e c ial Advisory Corrunittee wo uld no t wish , 
as suc h, t o s e nd a s ubmi s sio n t o the Enq uiry . 
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FUTURE OF LONDON EXTERNAL SYSTEM 

Agreed: That, whilst the future extension of the external system is welcomed in _4 
principle, Nursing is an area in which practical experience should be 
integrated with academic teaching and is thus unsuitable for study by 
external students. It might be possible in futur e to offer external students 
postgraduate study in some aspects of Nursing which exclude the necessity 
of associated practice. 

APPOINTMENT OF PhD EXAMINERS 

.lppointed: Professor G Brown (Department of Sociology, Bedford College) and 
Professor E S Paykel (St George's Hospital Medical School) 
t o examine Ms Webb together with the supervisor, Dr Wilson-Barnett. 

PROPOSED MSc IN NURSING 

25 

Received : Draft proposals for a M Sc degree in Nursing, which Chelsea College pro- L6 

pose to introduce in 1984. Although the proposals will be discussed 
in detail at the May meeting , it was noted that Professor Hayward would 
welcome early comments from members. 


