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REPORT OF INFORMAL l'.!EJ1'TING I-Il!::LD AT '111-E TREASURER'S HOUSE, ST. THOhiAS 'S HOSPIT.lLL, 
TO CONSIDJTIR 'IHE SUBJECT OF AN HfrEHNATIONAL MEMORIAL TO FLOREN<m NIGHTINGALE, 

An informal discussion on the subject of an Inter-national Uemorial to 

Florence Nightingale took place on Thursday , 14th January, 1932, after a 

luncheon at the 'l'rcasurer 1 s House, St . Thornas 1 s Hospital, to which Sir Arthur 

Stanley invited Mrs. Bodford Fer~ck (President National council of Nurses 

of Great Britain , and Cha irman of the Florence Night ingale Memorial Committee 
./ 

of the International cmmcil ~f Nur:sos ) r,Tiss Lloyd Still (Matron, St. Thomas Is 

Hospital, President of the p i ghtinga le Fellowship, and Vice President, Nntional 

Council of Nursos of Groat Britain) H:iss fusson (Treasurer , International Council . . 
r 

of Nlil'sos) Damo So.rt1.h Swift (Hatron-in-Chiof, British Rod Cross Society) and 

Mrs . Carter (Director of Nm'sing, League of Red Cross Societies) 

The sub jcct under discussion nas tho su,gge;stion made by tho Bor-ird of Directors 

of tho Interno.tiona.l Council of Nurses, that an International L:emorial to Florence 

Nightingale should be estnblisho~ which &~ould be International in character, 

situated in London, nnd that the forr~ nhich most appealed to the Directors would 

be nn endowed foundation for Post g rauuo.tc nursing Education on the lines of the 

work cn.rried on by the J.,,cnguo of Red Cross societies in connection Tii th Bedf."ord 

College for iTomon(Univcrsity of London) and the College or Nursing . The throe 

representatives of the National Council of nurses of Groot Britain brought fo~rd 

some questions n.s follous : 

1. , r.'ould the Lcaguo of Red cross Societies bo willing that their organisation 
of uost gradunto course for nurses should bo takon over by an Inter­
national Commi ttoo as tho basis of nn Internationnl I,=omorial to Florence 
}jic;htingalo? 

ci-.P: 2. Tho p.>oposo.l is thett n.n influentinl Nntionnl Cor:uui ttoe should bo formed y/" 
in co.eh Country to bo termed the :Florence Ni ght ingnlo Liemorinl Commi ttoe 

r.r to r o.iso funds for the endovrraent e:nd upkeep of such Scheme. 

3, Th~t the Scheme bo cnJ.Tiod ~ut by :i. Grnnd council r.rhich shall moot 
annun.lly in London on nhich co.eh pRrticipntiag Country shall nominate a. 
reprooontnti VO, nnd y7b.ich 1.rill a9point nn :IExocuti VO Commi tteL to orgnniz8 
the uork, 

4. Fould it bo possiblo to have on Hay 12th, or other appropria te date, n 
reprosonto. tivo moetinG in the Governor's Ho.11 of St, Thomns's Hospital 
to lnunch the Scheme? 

5, If ( 4) should bo nQ'.'ood, proposod thnt the Na.t ionnl Council of Wurses 
should orgnniso ru1 Intornntionnl nook nt the timo of the nc oting, 

6. VTould it not bo \Tiso, if possible, to hnvo some promi so of support to 
n.nnoun.co n t the rri.ccting? 
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could i:A:e . Baldwin be approached as Trustee of the Pilgrim Trust? 

As a nucleus of finance, would it be possible for the l\Iemorial cornmi ttes 
to have a definite percentage of all collections made in Florence 
Night ingale ' s name on r.:s,y 12th? 

A good publicity person would be required to write up the Scheme to 
present to the public. 

Yvith regard to (1) , Mrs . carter said that she was not in a position to say 

what the League would do in regard to this matter - she had come to hear what wo.s 

proposed, It was doubtful whether financial support would be forthcoming which 

would enable the League to car.ey on the :present scheme, and provided that the 

Committee set up to manage the Scheme were Internat ional , es outlined in Miss 

i\iutt ing 1 s l etter, and that education was carried on on the lines laid down by 

the League, she was of opinion that it mi ght be willing to accede to the suggestion . 

The remaining qucstionswer0 agreed to in principle with the exception of (8) 

vrhi d1 was deleted, 

After iu:cther di scussion it was agreed that the International council of 

Nurses and the League of Bed cross Societies should be asked to co- operate in 

founding such Memorial to Flornnce Ni ght i ngnle, and Mrs . Bedford Fenwick, I.liss 

Lloyd Still and riliss Musson were asked to draft some more definite scheme to be 

put before the council of the League, 

·Mrs . Carter undertook to forv.rard to Sir Arthur Stanley an outline of the 

Scheme as now carried out by the League for incor~oration in the draft, 

A further meeting would be called by Sir Arthur when the draft was ready ( 

for consideration. It was suggested that when this had boen done the President 

of the International council of Nurses should be asked to fol'i1ard the proposal 

officially to the Counci l of the League. 



Mrs. :Bodford Fe1mick, Miss Lloyd Still, cmd r:i ss L~usson met at 39, Portlo.~1d Plnco , 

on 20th January, 1932 , and drm7 up the folloning introduction and outline of 

a Scheme. 

Drnft " 

Introduction , 

A proposal to found a porr;ianont International Memorial to Florence Nightingale mi.s 

ndoptod by tho Intorno.tionnl Council of Nursos nt a mooting held in Cologne in 1912 

Ouing to tho Great Wnr o.nd other cauaos no action could be taken to ct:crry out 

this proposnl in o. practical mo.nner, but at the meeting of the Grnnd council of the 

Intornntionnl Council of Nurses hold in r.Iontrenl in 1929 tho Florence Nightingale 

Tiiemorir:l Commi ttco nns re-constituted, Urs , Bodford Femdck being appointed 

Chairman, 

~\t .?. mooting of the Bonrd of Directors of tllo Intornationnl Council of Hursoc 

in Genova in 1931, Ivirs. Fem;ick submitted a Report from this commi ttoe together 

with letters from Miss AdolaidoNutting, 1:hich , in vien of their valuable sugges-

tions aro nppendod hereto. The follo1<ing Rccornnendation Tias unanimously ndopted: 

11 that the Foundation should bo in London, that it should be of a:D. international 
charo.ctor, and n living m.omori11l, not a museur,i. The suggestion r.rhich appeals 
most to the Directors nssenbleu in Genova is that the Memorial should take 
the form of nn endonod foundntion for post-grnduo.to nursing oducntion. 11 

At this same nooting of the Board of Directors it rrns agreed t hat the Presidents 

of all the nffiliated Nntional Associations of Nurses should be i nvited to join 

the Florence Night ingalo Hemorinl Cor.ui ttee. 

J .. t the annual meeting of the National Council of Nurses of Great Britain 

Mrs . Bedford Fen11ick presented a short re-port of the r.1ceting and of' the Rocon:rr:lendn-

tion passed by tho Bonrd of Directors of the Internationnl council of Nurses , and 

mde a practical suggestion 11hich V7as briefly as follous : 

That in London there Tins already the nucleus of such.n Forr:m.tion as approved 

by the Board of Directors in the International Nurmng Courses established at 

15 Mnnchester S~uare by the League of Red Cro ss societies - invaluable 11ork rlhich 

it '110Uld appear r::ight not continuo to be caITiod on by the League unless funds 

for it.s support uere forthcoming. This situation haG. be em notified to the 

competent authorities in L')ndon by the Secretary-General of the League . She had 

had an intorvi.ow with Sir Arthur Stanley, Treasurer of St. Thomas' s Hospital and 
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Chairrn.n of the British Rod Cross Society, and i·.'iiss Lloyd Still, and had proposed 

thnt a deloga.tion of three nenbers fron the Nat ional Council of' Nurses should noob 

three of the conpetent authorities of the 3ritish Red cross Societies in consulta-

tion to discuss, 11ithout prejudice, the possibility of the organizt:i. tion in England 

of such a Central Car.mi ttee as r ccoomended by :.Iiss Nutting, \7i th a vic11 to making 

pernanent the International Nursing Centre as the nucleus of the Internnt iona.l 

Menorinl to Florence Nightingale, 11rs , Fem"lick put before the nee ting the folloui ng 

reconnondations uhich Tiere unruiimously adopted : 

1. To approve the Rocor:rrn.endat ions of the Board of Directors of the 
International council of Nurses; 

2. To approve a Consultation of equal nur.1bers with the competent Red Cross 
authorities in London associated \7ith the Internat ional Nursillg CoursoLJ 
nt 15, Hanchester Squnre, London , and to elect three representatives to 
attend such Consultat ion , 

Hr s . 3odford Fen11ick , Miss Lloyd Still end I.:iss .Iusson wore then elected to 

represent the National council of Nurses Rt the Consultation , 

Inforr:inl consultat ions ha:ve since been held by invitation of Sir Arthur 

Stanley, botueen the follo11ing 

I.irs. Bedford Fem1ick, President, Notional council of Nurses of Great Brite.in ; 
Founder and Hon. President of the International Council of Nurses , o.nd 
Choirno.n of the Florence Ni ght ingale cor~~ittee of the International Cotu1cil 
of Nurses. 

L'iiss Lloyd Still, llfatron,st. Thonas's Hospitnl ; President of the Nightingale 
Fe llorrnhip, and Vice-Prosident, Nat ionnl council of J"urses of Groa t Britain , 

Miss Musson, Treasurer, Intorno.tiono.l Council of Nurses, n.nd Hem.ber of the Board 
of Directors . 

Dar1e Sarah STiift, Matron-in-Chief, British Red Cross Society. 

Urs. riaynard cnrte:i:_, Director of l ursing , Lengue of Red cross societies. 

Sir Lrthur Stanley , Treasurer, St. Thor.ias's Hospital, nnd Chairnnn, British Red 
Cross Society (In the Chair) . 

The o.bove representatives nou subrtlt the follouing 

Proposals ·-

1. Thnt the Council of the League of Red Cross Societies be approached nith nn 

invitntion to co-opera te ll'ith tho Interno.tional Council of Nurses nith the object 

of establishing on n. perno.nont ba sis nnd further developing the post-gro.duo.te 

educational uork for International Nursing students ll'hich it nt present CO.ITies 

out in connection with Bedford College for Wonen (University of London) and the 
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College of nurs i ng , Gs an I nternntiono.l I,:enorio.l to Florence Ni ghti ngnlc. 

Details o f the pr esent Scher:1e nre ::.:s follovrn :-

(Here incorpora te ~.Irs. Cnrter 1 s inforr:m.tion) 

2. That there small bo a 11 ],loronce Nightingale I ntornatione l Comni ttee" on 

TI'hich should bo r cpresentnti ves of the Internat ionnl council of Nurses nnd of' the 

Lenguo of Rod cross So cioties in o.ddi tion to roprosenta ti vcs of the Countri e s 

throughout the 1."0rld liho t~ke po.rt in the r ni s i ne; of the (? cndrn-,-m.on t) Fu.nd. 

3. Thn t ench Nntiom\l }1.ssocint i on of Nurses rtffilintocl to tho I nternnt iono.l 

Counc il of nurses nnd onch Nr.tionnl Red cross Society be i nvi tc d to co-operate 

i n on.eh country to i'orr.1 on i nfluo:it i nl Co:r::u.u ttee to be knovm a.s the "Flo:n."encc 

Ni ghtingn.lo 1:onori '1l c ormnittoo" nith the object of raisi118 funds fo r the ondou­

ment nnd dovolopr,10nt of such Internation['l Educn.tion:J.l Schor.IC. 

4. Thnt tho Fund so rn.isod shell be i nvested in Trustees (??) nnd sho.ll stand 

in the n~"'.le of the :F'lor onco Nightingnle Intcrno.tionnl ConriJ.i ttee nhich shnll be 

ro P}Jonsi blo for t..1-ie disposn.l thereof , rrnd/ or of the i ncome deri vod thcrofron , 

5 · Th:<.t the Scheno be cri.rri od out by n Grand Corn1cil 11h i eh shc.1.1 i11eet n.nnun.lly 

in London , on 'ilh i ch the I ntcrnnt ion::i.l Council of Nurses , the Leo.gue o f' Red Cross 

Societies , and ov.ch :po.rticipnting Country shoul d noninnte o. reprosontntivo, c..nd 

which Yrill nppo i nt nn Exccuti vo Cor.:u:.1i ttco to orgn.nizo tho oork. 

6 , Thnt th is Executive Cor:rr:ri. ttee should. be cor1posed of peopl,e actively 

in·bcreotod i:l. the practical working of the Schone. 


