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Dear Mrs Longden, 

Our Registrar, Mr . L.P. Turnbull, has passed your letter of 

12 July 1979 to me and has asked me to reply directly to the points 

contained therein. I should. perhaps explain that I had expected 

to have been asked for supplementary information for the meeting 

on 6 July, but I understand that by some mischance th~ proposal 

we submitted in April went astray somewhere in Senate House. 

The Committee's minutes disclose two issues of major concern, 

the content and character of the degree and the organisqtion proposed 

at Bedford College for the teaching of Nursing Studies. I think it 

would be useful if I prefaced my reply by setting out our motives 

in developing our present course and 1 would like to conclude by 

referring in more detail to the problems we have encountered in 

interpreting the Regulations dealing with course-unit degrees in 

Nursing Studies. I and my colleagues will of course be ready to 

answer questions at the meeting on 12 October and we welcome the 
1-o l Iv'~ l1te, ~ .... ~ 

opportunity ~discuss~ the proposal then. 

Why we propose to develop the present Combined Course 

We have two motives: the principal one is academic; the second 

concerns resources but has academic implications. 

The present Combined Course has proved very successful, judging 
-,is 

from the quality of :~ intake, the academic and professional 

standards reached by the students on the course, and the successful 

professional careers followed by graduates . What it does not do 

is to allow the students to bring more than a very small proportion 

of their professional experience to their academic study of the 

social sciences since the latter has to be completed before the great 

bulk of the professional training is begun. We wish to be able to 



( 2) 

intergrate the academic and the professional course mch more closely. 
111 

only/,improve the quality of the students' 
Ltl~ 

In this way we W:i::J.::l not 
/T> 

learning but also prepare 
.A 

the ground for research into the application 

of the social sciences to nursing care. We believe that the unique 

contribution of a university to professional training lies in its 
\ 

facility for bringing students into contact with the results of research 

research 

tho~e engaged in research. In due co~rse ~ the 
!o:h ~~. h~ I h.. ''"'-..r 

that the proposal will eftge11de-r willlf'ertilise the teaching 

and with 

The resource factor concerns the numbers on the course which are 

at present limited to six per year because of the necessaril;y limited 

funds provided by the GNC which have to meet the cost of student 
professional 

salaries during training as well as the tutors' salaries • 
. A 

We are 
simple 

not so naive as to argue tha.t a[transfer of expenditure from one 

public authority to another can in any sense be regarded as a saving 

but we are conscious that the present course, because of its size) 
, J Q.. X('.!+-<~ •l/G- i;<_ lrUW<~ of. {~ ~ 1>"Kl"...I-~ ,{;; U~-<5 

and the inflexibility of that size , i~ttt,eee~effiieal and we have no 

way of rendering it more economical by increasing the numbers on it. 
- Lm. ~ ..vviMf,· 

On academic grounds, we would prefer an intake of double the present s1z.e 
rlvd,-

~since -~ would permit a more effective size of teaching group. 

The Content and Character of the Propo sed Degree 

All professional degrees must have a double purpose, to provide 

the student both with the knowledge, underst anding and skills -

required by the profession, and with a higher education to develop 
intellectual 

his or herlcapacity to honours degree level. To achieve both of 

these ends in four years (when three years is the time usually spent 

in achieving just one separately) we r egarded as our most difficult 

task. We tackled it by analysing the content of existing degree 

course s in the area and by bringing these results, and our preliminary 
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thinking based on our experience w.it.h_tb~ _ Com_bin<_~_d Cours e , to a ____ _ 
~viduals were invite d rS:iml1~xz:ru from) 

specially convened ad-hoe committee. ~-'.£>n:s.x~cn'!"zHCtiicl.x01Cx:x:K:fJ:x:H.xRN..tx:t:iiRx 

~r~m the Department of Sociology, the Social nesearch Unit, the Academic 

Board and bhe central administration at Bedford College , the School of 

Nursing at the Middlesex Hospital, the Middlesex Hospital Med ical 
an outside the Universi· 

School, the General Nursing Council, and from institutionx with 

experience of runnin gaNursing Studies degre~~ The-c"Omn'f.i:~'1<: 
~~S'-"l~·N::);_he--..De.partment of Sociology and~ 

sponsoring bodies for the Combjpec{ 

l?f;, held several · meetings ai::id in due course made its recominendation~ 
- - .-t- fa:~~~l, /,,..,, $ ~ ·'-b..u1.uwJi) ~ ~ ilc ,~.....:.. s, ~< ..L- I 

<;(i, I J ~ {~..C (,,·(t.r--
and these form..e.;a the basi.s of the present submission . I 

b<'Y s-.'c I 

We identified ~ the --nee~ ingredients of a 
~ ~....,,,, "'~ 

~degree/ as professional training ~ knowledge of 
~ ~ 

the biological and medical sciences and of the behavioura l sciences 

including sociology, social policy and administration and psychology. 
iVe thel'L- ~w lo - Ii< k-U. wt-

Mo:r e difficult was th o.s-lf- of identifying where the hornburs degree 

cornp0nent would lie. We decided upon a double foundation: to develop 
4l; <:t>re-~ 

the academic "rn ,ll ffese11t of the professional training, drawing upon the 
- " ~htt.. 

basic ~~ in the component disciplfes set iµt above, into a 
lo{; Jh~ Sc<.+tot •*'6~ · l'e.Ad(,"J 

programme of 'nursing s~~;~~· and;,._to focus the ~~~n the 

social sciences upon V~japplication of sociology to health care 

and of social policy and administration to the development of the 

health services. We were well aware that other iatitutions reached 

different conclusions to ours (and tha t yet others had reache d similar 
~ 

ones). We~ however that there positive advantages in having a 
UM~~t::.~ 

variety of approaches to t he <levclopmcnt of nursing studies degrees 

l
l-k ~i. ,(<.--.4 't1 (AJ' I h1'f- <; r~ 

at this stage and we felt that ttt~ltwo institutions had ~~ttlar 
I r ~,""tee~ 11.il.MA-~h 

expertise in theldevelopment that was proposed. We do not hew~F 

regard our pvoposal as a final answer but would expect it to develop 

very considera bly durin g operat ion. In particular, we 

j
t-wo U.>1'1-fu-,.w.d:i N,,;.,rJ.;, j~ -..P '4~ ~<:'v:,_-( ':>cc..e;.<.--f- ,1 

the twiB f olliwat.;li;;i rrn becoming~P~ciB[;1 _Y intergrated. 
'- /'- \_ hv,-fli<·v 

would see 
fk ~<:: 
~ would 

however probably always reflect the special emphases we place on the 



social sciences and the special interest we have in those areas of I L 
~ {,, k &-.!_J D Jlj.-&lU~ 

nursing where the social sciences are particularly relevan~ M,.._..,...,~ ,~.tr4.qf 

, We co1L~ider--tho:-t-we--httV~perieneB----a.nd the e:x:per+j s~ 

~eh thio p1oposal and that we aie par tiitularly-we-1+-€1-tted-:H--i-e~ 

,Q.o so The ~ Social Hesearch Unit at Bedford College has pioneered 

the t eachin g of the social sciences to medical students in London 

University;~ it has a very successful M.Sc. course with an international 

reputation in Sociology as Ap~lied to Medic ine; and it has established 

itself as a centre for research sponsored by the Med ical Hesearch 

Council and by the DHSS. Out of this work has developed a very 

succes sful undergraduate course in the sociology of medicine and from 

this we int~nd to de velop a course in the sociology of health care . 
i-f..e_ ~- Jl..M.- ~,u.-f~ 111.(__ . /_ "'';t ~ N~ <;t,. ... ~ 

that will be at tliv eontre o:f t&€ ~ocial );ciences/v~~ the 

new degree. ~~~~-o1194-b1.e- or 

The Middlesex Hospital school of nursing has now had considerable 

experience in .±Kx~k±JQ; developing advanced courses, both the present 

fuombined 'ourse and the course lead ing to the lil.niversity Diploma. 

While we would expect to look outside for the first appointments for 

the new course (and have made informal sounding in this area) we 

would expect that IEt: tutors already i n p ost who have t h e necessary 

qualifications for degree work would contribute to the te a ching at 

the Middlesex, probably in the capacity of visiting lecturers. 

The Organi sation of the Proposed Degree 

We accept entire}ythe points made by the Committee. The Department 

of Sociology at Bedford College is seHH3'JYl•" 1'-, l'lblStte:l ~ma well organised 

to dea l with this kind of problem. It is in fact a cross between 

a small faculty and a very l a rge department with 180 undergraduate 

and 80 postgraduate students. ·It embra ces a v a riety of social science 

disciplines - sociology, social policy, economics, public admini s tration 

and statistics are the main elements - and also a number of separate 
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units which are responsible for their own day to day administration: 

the Social rlesearch Unit, the Legal Research Unit and the Social Work 

Section are the three principle units in addition to the undergraduate 
e 

and postgraduat e sections. All the units and sections Ambrace a 

number of di s ciplines so that individual members of the departmen t 

are invariably engage d in more than one section, none _of which can 

therefore be .regarded as self-contained. There is only one head 

of department, and in that the department is like any other, but 

responsibility for day to day administration is delegated and secret-

arial resources are allocated to that end. The person to whom 

responsibility is delegated shares with the he e d of department respon-

sibility for policy initiatives and is a memb e r of all appointmen t 

committees aN:~x~~:iNMXKEMm:i±± concerned with his unit or section. 

A Nursing Studies section would be established to take charge of 

the proposed degree and would be headed by the senior tutor. It 

would probably be based in premises close to the main college along 

with the medical sociology section, (at present the responsibility 

of the Social ~~search Unit), Professor G.W. Brown's Tuffi.C research 

unit and some r~ of the post-graduate work of the Department. 
fox the Department 

~he:se premises have ja3t been e:cei:ti:bed by t1n? College an.rtxd:rlbtii:iltR ~d 

arr!il):}gements :for tbej r nss lli!!=x:t1u'.:x~iap:XX:i'mRM± are not ye C finalised. 

The organisation of the Nursing Studies Section would of course 

be discussed with whoever is appointed to t a ke charge of it but it 
-h~ . 

would probably follow thejpattern of the Social Work Section. That 

consists of a Tutor---in-Charge whm is a senior lecturer two . i LU\(vtrt •lj 
further full-- time and three part-time tutors who are all lecturers, 

and visiting lecturers in the shape of !R:mUUrl::±~x psychiatrists, 

p:diatricians, lawyers and so on. There is one full time secretary, 

access to a further part time secretary, and 

account. The 1utor-in~halSge is, in conjunction with h 
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colleagues, entirely responsible for student admissions, course 

planning and timetabling and student progress, but must of course 

' 
be ready to accomodate the needs of m±liu>!: all members of the department 

who are involved in teaching social work students . The head of the 

department is invariably involved in cases of difficulty and both he, 

and the department as a whole, participates in developing new policies, 

just as the ~11 social work tutors make their contribution to depart-

mental policy making in other sections. The full time tutors all 

contribute to i undergraduate teaching though necessarily in a very 

limited way because of the const~aints imposed by their social work 

responsibilities. We have been complemented by the professional 

validating body on the way i.!LYffiich the social work section is 
~~is supported b it \ being 

integrated fully into the department whilst at the timt:iven full 

professional independence. The same principles would govern the 

running of a Nursing Studies Section. 
J/v.Ar ~ 

We areaware of the difficulties likely t~ arise from a shortage 
.(,'.crf1/t1M,L•( <oi-W . 

oflwell qualified applicants for the posts of tutors in nursing 

studies. We would plan to appoint the tutor in charge before the 
,, 

arrival of the first intake and to involve him or her in the further 

detailed planning of the degree . The second tutor would be appointed 

during the first year of the course so that by the time the students 

arrived at the part of their course where the professional element 

predominated, the summe r of the second year, both tutors would be 

well established. Both would be full-time university teachers in 

every sense. We prefer the title of tutor to lecturer on an analogy 

with the social work teachers as an indication that they must have 

professional qualifications and that the acquisition of further such 

qualifications may be counted as part of the commitment to pursue 

research which is a requirement of all university te a chers. Our 

experience with social work educ a tion ha·s shown that there is something 
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lost if teachers allow t hemse lves to be cut off entirJyfrom what is 

happening in the field in their profession. For that reason we think 

it es sential that the tutors should have a second base in the Middlesex 
teaching 

Hospital and should have some _ connection with[other student nurses 

there. In return, we would hope that some of the tutors already 
some 

engaged with advamrnd work at the Middlesex could cont_:ibute xp:e:tixi::i::s:i&:!i 

teaching for the degree students who would benefit from a varie ty of 

inputs in their professional training. While the administrative 

(and possibly financial arrangements) would hav~ to be worked out, 

the probabl(L basis for this kind of co-operation would be the appointment 

of qualified tutors at the Middlesex as visiting tutors at Be dford 

College. 

(\ 
The Interpre .t a tion of the Course-Unit .:\e ulations 

A§ explained in the submission, we have had considerable difficulty 

with the mechanics of the course-unit structure (as distinct from its 

substantive content) and we feel that we cannot finally solve these 

problems until we have had an opportunity of discussing with you our 

interpretation of the rules for course-unit degrees in Nursing Studies. 

It will probably help if I set out the substantive content of the 

degree as we see it w:i'.X~..fillXX~R~ar«x:t:Nx±.}[«xprNki::Rmx~~ and then explain 
mechanical have 

the[problem we encountered and so put the solution weLadopted into 

context. 

As explained above, the degree has twin academic bases in 

Nursing Studies and in the Social Sciences. Each begins with 

introductory studies designed to provide a foundation for further 

xt~ specialised studies in each branch. 
two branches are 

The t~gxtlx±~~~ 

integrated in the second half of the final year which is devoted to 

this purpose. This scheme can best be set out in diagramatic form: 
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SPECIALISATION 

BASIC FOUNDATION 

(8) 

SOCIAL SCIENCES NURSING STUDIES 

Sociology of Health Care 

Extended Essay 

General and Social 
Psychology 

Social Structure of 
Industrial Societies 

Research Methods 

Social Policy 

Administration of 
the Health Services 

Intro to Social Theory 

Geriatric Nursing 

Acute Medical Nursing 

Acute Surgical and 
Obstetric Nursing 

Gynaecological Nursing 

Paediatric Nursing 

Psychiatric Nursing 

Intro to Nursing Studies 

Social Structure Intro to Medical Sciences 

Research Methods 

Economics 

Social History 

(NB There is also a Consolidation of Professional Practice 
in the Long Vacation of the Fourth Year which completes 
the student's qualification for State rle g istration) 

study 
The{time spent on the two branches would be about the same (the /-z.Y'd 

/) 

Nursing Studies com~nent would ~ be much the larger because ..... 

of the further need for training on the wards) so that with the 

addition of the intergrating studies there would be a majority of 

units in Nursing Studies. 

The mechanic~l problem proved to be this : Bedford College 
u~,~,1<1 

accepts theLdefinition of a course-unit as the minimum amount of 

work required from an average student in a third of a year and 
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therefore expects most students to do more than the minimum and good 

honours students to do the maximum ~ (four pe r year) or very near 

the maximum. The Department of ~o6iology normaJ.ly admits only goo d 

honours students and would certainly r egard any others as not qualified 

for this degree. We would therefore expect such students to complete 

16 units in four years, including an extended es say f?.__r which there 

would be no specific t eaching. On this basis, there would be 7 

Social Science Units and 9·Nursin g Studies Units, includin g t he 2 

integrated studies units. 2-2t. of the units in each branch would be 

foundation units. As we have been advised , and as we interpret the 

University Regulations, unless we r e strict the number of units to 12, 

we run the risk of turning out graduates who obtain a professional 

qualification EE although they have failed some of their professional 

courses. Indeed a candidate could fail two Nursing Studies units 

· tyifv/'~ 
and three Social 0cience units and still qualify for a degree['-:I 'l'-'4":'14 1& J:i.:u: 

W<•V.?H<{ flt-r,._.o_(._.r_ 
Obviously, we could have ignored our existing interpretation of 

the basic definition of a course-unit and reduced the weighting of 

every unit by 25% so that the tot a l came out at 12 but here we ruL 

up against the fact that most of the social science units are already 

,--J established in other de g rees (and we regard it as a positive benefit- O·l. b u 1~ 

~that these students will take some courserwith other students) and 

so tharvalue cannot be changed . What we h a ve done t herefore is to 

eliminate the extend ed e ssay as a separate unit but r etain it as 

part of the assessment of the Sociology of Health Care course, and 
g")'\~ 

reduce the wfeightingf of the Nursing Studies units and of the social 

science units devised specially for this de gree . We would intend 

to remedy the unbalance t his vrnuld give the final assessment for honours 

by weigh ting the third and fourth years substanti~lly against the 

first (which we would do anyway) and ~h ~ second ( which consists of 
-u 1r r...M lr!b't 

mainly social s~ience units which ~e &n existing value). }'inally 
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we have identified as Nursing Studies units the social science courses 
~rtl);, uy-j "'"' J/<.. 

specially devised for this degree in order to xax:irn.x~Lthe paper balance 
U/"1.iQ )_~ ;.., 

v~.h. the balance in :reality. 

We are not proud of this manipulation except as a piece of 

manipulation forced upon us by the existing regulations. We would 

much prefer to base our regulations on the reality which is that we 
study 

expect these _stddents tol and require them to be capable of studying, 

the maximum of four units .a year. Only on that basis is it in our 
' 

opinion possible for a student to obtain both an honours degree and 

' a professional qualification in four years. Our scheme would then 

have 7 units of Nursing Studies , 7 units of Social Sciences and 2 units 

of integrated studies w~ich could count as either . XRXJ11!]:l!Mili This 

- is the problem we would like to discuss, because there is always the 

pohhibility that we have got it wrong 

~ml~ 

I hope that, 

the 

queries the 

~ Plucx. U,(; m~. L.<(/kJ --J f 

hu~ lk~ ~ 
yours sincerely 

Ivor Burton 

F~Al!j, ~ J 

~~~ 
~ !;. µv.L I~ 

little by way of 

lt:~L-t- hd-/J /{~ 
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Pos~ible Amend ments to Re gulations to provide for a 16 C.U. scheme 

Title: 'Degree in Nursing Studies and Social Policy' 

Regulation 2. second sentence to read: 

'Each Course has a prescribed unit value and to 

qualify for a degree, a candidate must comple!e 

16 c_ourse-uni ts, including 9 course-units in Nursing 

Studies, and satisfy the examiners in at least 15, 

including all 9 units in Nursing Studies.' 

Amend courses as follows: 

First Ye a r 

(MX) INTRODUCTIO~l TO NlJRSI NG STUDIES ( 1 C/U) 

(MX) INTRODUCTION TO MEDICAL SCIENCES (1 C/U) 

Second Year 

(BC) ADMINISTRATION OF THE HEALTH SERVICES (t C/U) to be a Social 

Sciences Unit. 

(MX) GERIATRIC NURSING Ct C/U) 

Third Ye a r 

(BC) GENERA L AND SOCIAL PSYC EOLOGY (1 C/U) and to be a 

Social Sciences Unit 

(MX) ACUTE i\'JEDICAL NURSING (l C/U) 

(MX) ACUTE SURGICAL AND OBSTETRICS NURSING (it C/U) 

(MX) GYNAECOLO ~ICAL NURSING (i C/U) 

Fourth Year 

delete all after 'unseen paper.' in assessment for SOCIOLOGY 

OF HEALTH CARE and add neVI unit: 

(BC) EXTENDED ESSAY 

(MX) PAEDIATRIC NURSING 

(MX) PSYC HIATRIC NURSING 

(1 C/U) 

Ct C/U) 

(i C/U) 
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Summary o? Prosramme 

Social Sciences Nursing Studies Total 

1st year 2t 1 3~ 

(t 4 
long vacation 1 1 

(t 

2nd year Jt Jt 
) 4 

long vacation l l 
) 

Jrd year 2 3 ) 4 
( 1 ) 

long vacation 2 2 ~ 

" " ( 1 
2 ') 

4th ye ar Jt Jt 4 

- Total 7 9 16 4 x 4 


