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Re-organization of The_llQ!.fil2g,~)1ightingale International Foundation 

within 

The International Council of Nurses . 

In order to understand the present position of the Florence Nightingale 

International Foundation it is necessary to review the past and particularly to 

recall the events of recent years. 

Past Histor;z. 

The Florence Nightingale International Foundation was established in 19.34 as a 

permanent memorial to Florence Nightingale . From the first it was intended that 

this memorial should be internetional in char&cter and that it should take the form 

of an endowed Trust for post-graduate nursing education. The International Council 

of l\Turses and the League of rled Cross Societies have elws.ys been jointly represented 

on its governing body, and the Foundution he.s derived most of its support from its 

National Corn1nittees. These Corn;1ittees hc.ve usually been composed of representatives 

of the National Nurses' Association c.nd the National Red Cross Society in each 

country which has agreed to support the objects of the Foundation. 

Between 193~ and 1939 approximately one hundred students studied in London under 

the e.egis of the Foundation. Between 1939 end 190 most of this work Tins inevitably 

in abeyance; but later en etterapt W8.S racde to revive the activities of the Foundation, 

so that froQ 1945 to 1949 a certain number of students hnve been accepted each 

year for e poriod of post-graduate study in those countries which could best neet 

their needs. 
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Recent History. 

In 1946 when tho GrEmd Council of the ?'lorence r ightingc.le Internc.tional 

Foundation net in London a Study Coi:1.E:ittee was appointed to study the organization 

2nd functions of the :.?oundE.tion e.nd charged with the duty of reporting back to the 

Grand Council ~t its next oe6ting. 

The Study CoraJittee o.ppointed Professor H. :i.. Hamley, Ph.D., E. A., E.sc. and 

Dr. Euriel Uprichard, Ph.D., i:. A., to conduct the Study, the results of v1hich are 

contained in the panphlet entitled "A Study of the :Florence Lt.ghtingo.le International 

J!'oundation, 194811
• The Corm:.:i ttee pr6sented an Interim Report to the Grand Council in 

New York in 194'7; 2.nd e :r·inal Report together ivith the completed Study was considered 

by a Joint L1eeting of the Grand Council of the Florence I!ightingc~le Internntional 

Foundc:.tion, a.nd the Bonrd of Directors of the Internntion&.l Council of Nurses , held 

in London in Septenber 194G. At this oeetir.:g the Pl8.n 11hich vms incorporcted in the 

Study (Appendix V-:EII , puge 45) c.nd which envisaged that the F .11.I.F. should hence

forvmrd function within the I.C. l1!., wc.s 21greGd in principle by both &,Toups , subject 

to the acceptcbility of the final adoinistrative details . 

A Joint Plc.nning Co:wLli ttee was c.ccordingly set up consisting of r 0presenteti ves 

of the I.C. n. end the I . N.I.F. c.nd this Cora.:ittee Ylas charged with the working 

out of these ndministrs.tive details e.nd 1-iith the ~dded proviso thc.t it shoulc1 present 

n Report to neetings of the Grand Council F. N.I.F . c.nc.~ tho Boo.rd of Directors 

I. c.1;r . in 1949. 
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In Stockholn, Sweden, in June 1949, the Joint Planning Conrni ttee he.ving 

coopleted its work, presented a Report first to the Grand Council of the F . N. I . F ., 

which body accepted it with cer tain ar:1endments; the c..nended Report ws.s then considered 

by the Board of Directors of tho I.C . H. which &lso accepted it and et the same title 

r ocor;;r_:ended the.t certain e.nendr.1ents bo r.iade to the I. c. i~ . Constitution ar:d By-Laws . 

Finally, the l.eport vms approved for action by the I.C . i,T , Grand Council. 

Accordingl y the F. il" . I.F. now cones within the I.C , l~ . as a 11 loge..l entity". It 

ret ains its own Trust Deed and its ovm Trust funds . The Trust deed of the F. ~J . I.F. 

in which is set out its Objects and its Llanagement >~ill 'appear . as an Appendix to the 

I . C. N. Constitution . 

Or ganization and Uanagernent . 

The F. N. I , F . is , as heretofore , to be governed by a Grand Council, but this 

wil l in future comprise the persons conposing the Board of Director s of the LC,N, In 

this way the two organizations will be linked as closely as is possible . The Board of 

Directors of the I.C . N. (acting as the Grand Council of the F' . N. I.F·) will rileet in 

separate session to consider the affairs cif tho Foundation. The Board of Directors 

are charged with the setting up of a Florence Nightingale International Foundati on 

Council which will consist of not 10ss than seven and not more the.n nine meLJ.bers , · 

incl uding the cho.irmai.'.l , 8.t lenst five of whor.i shall b0 nurses , One i!18Dber of the 

Council v;ill be nominated by the Loc.gue of 1'.ed Cross Societi es; two are to be appoint-

ed on the b~sis of their qualifications to direct educetional activities , The meobers 

of this nev1 Council wore nominc.ted in Stockhol o by the I. C. N. Boo.rd of Director s nnd 

it is hoped tho.t the first neeti ng v1ill take plc.ce in Llo.rch 1950. The Council will bo 

eopov1er-ed to o.ppoint c. Director to iopl enent the objectives of the :f\ l . I.F, in an 

educational progronne . 
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Activities end Objectives. 

As hitherto, t D.erefore, the e.cti vitie s of the F'ounde.tion are to be of an 

educational nature. Its principo.l objectives will be to prgoot e resec.rch, to create 

D. centre of infornation on cducntiono.l facilities, to establish c.nd stimulate the 

award of scholarships c.nd to develop e section of the Library of the International 

Council of nurse s dedicated specifical_ly 'to Florence r~ ightingcle. It will, in fact, 

c. ssuoe the n;sponsibili ty for the 11long-tern" educationnl ecti vi ties of the Inter

national Council of Nurses, end i n so doing will endeuvour to benefit not only those 

countries which are affiliated to the Internctionc.l Council, but also those not yet in 

r:i.ei:1bership. j\]ational Florence Eightinngel ilem.orfol CoDLitt ees will as hitherto (or so 

it is ear nestly hoped) co-operate in tho Genernl scheoe of the Foundation by proooting 

its objects , n8.king its work known to the public and to the nursing profession, and 

raising funds for its support. Florence ll i t.:htingale iflemorial Com11ittees are to hnve 

r epr esent a tion on the Grand Council of tho I. C . i· . • 

Next Steps. 

A Joint Meeting of the Cour.·,ittee of Lianageoent of the F. i:: .I.F. nnd the Head

quarters Connittee of the I.C.L. will take place in London on ~fovember 12th, 1949, 

c.fter vJhich the Florence 1Ughtingale Internatione.1 Foundation will be cone the 

r e sponsi bili ty of the I. C . II . and the I. C .r . VJill n ssume the follN1inc; new title : -

If The International Council of l~ur™-1:1i th which is c.ssociated the Florence Nightingale 

. Internationel foundation11
• 

Conclusion. 

It nust be r e1Joober od, that Hhsrec.s the I . C. IJ . is a Federation of 11.ational 

J.iurses ' Lssocintions, the F .LI. F. is c.n Oi1dovmd Trust for post-e;rnduo.te nursing 

education. 
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I;:} corJing within the I.C . l'-1 . , the ~ . :". I.F. inherits the protection and strength 

of an organization which has been proninent in int8rne.tionc.l r:.ursing affairs for the 

past 50 years . The £ . i,i . I.F. on its part brings with it vr..lucbl e assets of a cconplish

nent and tradition. This should not provoke c. conflict of l oyc.lties; it nee.ns , in 

fnct , that two internc.tionc.l orgc.r:.iznt ions in the field of nursing end nursing 

education hc.ve united, end silch fusion should bring strength and unity of purpose . 

In the Roport present ed by the Executive Secretary of the I.C._ . • to the r.c .1:. 

Grand Council r.iceting in Stockhol11, the lc.st two lines rn;,re as folloi7S :-

llThere is no doubt -::;hc.t the I.C . l.i . which c.lreedy holds 2. unique position in its 

relc.tionship to the profession, is fe.cinE;; 2. future of c.lr.iost unli~itod possibilities . 

1.:i t h the continued encourc.genent c.nd support of all our nel!l.ber s, I c.n confident thct 

we shc.11 be c.ble to meet c.11 der.1c.nds and to :..ccept each new 2.nd chc.llenging 

responsibility . " The re-orgc.r_iz2.tion of the F.LI.F . dthin th8 r.c .:1 • provides 

exc.ctly such c. chc.llengo c::nd such o. rE;.sponsibili ty; and these hr.:vo been nccepted by 

the I.C . N. on the esslli.1ption that both orgcdzations '\'lill be willing to IJ8rge their 

interests e.nd their l oyc.lties for the ultine.te good of the profession 2.!"ld all whoo 

it serves . 


