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''hank you for sending the copy of the proposals to introduce a nursing course 
in Gctober 19~.0 . I recret that it would a1pear that tne information you .sent 
some time ago has gone astray as no one in oenate t1ouse re calls see in_; it . 

I arn arranginc, for the proposals to be civen preliminary considerat-i on on 
academic 6rounds at a rneetint of t he ...,pecial ,\dvisory Commi ttee in imrsing 
...,tudies on 6 July . 

Before however the proposals a r e discussed furtLer I viould suggest that it 
will be desirable to have add i tional information from Bedford Colle~e relatin~ 
to planning i mplicationc and resources . In case you ho.ve not .seen it ,Jreviom,ly 
I attach a copy of a letter dated 22 11.pril 1970 from Ll' .,ecretary of che Uuiv to 
t 1e Vice-Chancellor inoic.s-,tin.~· that 3.n Hdvisory l anel of the lJuC would hope to be 
com.ulted before a :tinc ... l aecision i;3 taken on any neu oevelo~Jrr.ent in 1LlrEint.. 
0tudies . You will c. lso note the cm1ments in the Note.s of u:uicia.nce re la tin~ to 
the staffin of Der art[1t:Jr.t c, oi .mrsin._: i.li t .iin tl:.e Uni ve.._ sit; c.: nc the c ... e sirab~li ty 
of intei:..:retint the \;Ork of the academic aepnrtrnent c nd clinical teaching . 

1 do not knoh whether any cove r ing :::..e"t:;r was sent with the original copies of 
the pro~osals but from the information I have just received it would not appear 
to !!P that th 're are c.ny I,TOfOSals to eet&blish C 'er; rtr.1ent Of J\ure:in~ \Ii t} 1i.n 
5eoford Collet";e . ihe position is Lwrefore con,_,what c i ~.'.:'ercnt fror.. tt.at 
exi..,,ting in Chelsea CoJ:::_"'~·p v:hPre tl-iere ic. n L·er-·rtment of Irnrsing ._)tu( iet>, 1-ieaded 
~y a lrofe~Eor of Jur&ini Mtu~ies , which un~ert~(er ov~r~:1 reG~on.ibility ~or tht 
o.e(;ree pro ,rwmc , notwi th,- tc n in thnt ... uch of t".e cliYJ.ical tead,in~ iG c'one by 
member, of the o..)chool::., of Hi..lrE>ine; in -.:;t Jcorse '0 and Charinc; Cr0. s .. o.spitalf' 
(1vhm 1 are not r::embers of the University) • 

.L'nere; v1oula also arpe r to 'oe another si~·nificant ,'ifferencc from the cour.3e . .,,,,t 
~helsea in th.t Lhe acadewic content of the 30c course \,ill be concentrating on 
social studies rather thc_n th~ biological rJ.l i bJ.iaViOural c;ciences . J..11 vie\I Of 

t is chpn e in empharis l tni_k it would be hel_ful to h:ve so~d s~i~ement ~ro~ 
~e~ford ~olle ,e in support Of ~he WiG]L for uhe COUr&e to leau to a 1o..)C Je~ree 
in the ~~culty of ~cience rather th~n a J~c de~ree in the ~aculty or ,,conrnnics . 

l .r L ! l'urnbull 
hegistrar 
Jedford Co1lege 

Snc 

Yours sincer ly / 

(> //)) J:./'J7- ~ C>- ( 
L-hl J ,_ LU•u-- ..... 1 
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O~e 22 April 1976 

1. I am writing with reference to my l etter of 2 October 1975 which asked for 
details of existing or proposed clC'gree courses ii nursing studies. An advisory 
Panel of the llGC has since been taking stock of the general situation in consultation 
with otlwr interC'sted bodies an<! has been examining the replies rC'ceived from the 
univer~~tie~. I am now able to write giving the Committee's conclusions on the 
Pa11el 's rrport relaUng to the reply received from your w1iversity. 

2. The Driggs RC'port (1072) recommended a 2 per cent-5 per cent graduate elemC'nt 
in the nursing profession. The General Nursing Council hopes to nchieve a 5 pt'r cent 
ell'mcnt i11 Englnnd and Wules by an undergraduate intakt' of 500 into l ;niversity and 
C\.-\A <l0gne cour:::rs and lly a 500 graduate intake into shortened SR\' C'Ourses. The 
GC'n eral !\\using Council for Scotl <inci has set a target of 153 unctergracluate a.nd 
1 ,1 l!ra<luatt' entr~es am1un1Jv wnue there is therefore some scope f or ctevclopm0 11t 
lt should ur noted "(,hat "(,ne lirneral Nursing Council have already apµroved a nurnher 
of new degr0e courses both in universities and polytechnics, and th e r e is concern 
that the rutr of growth should not out-strip tlie availabi]ity of staff, clinical 
facilitil· s <tnd fw1di11g. With this in mind the Panel ha s prrpared a not e of guidance 
t,o tho se contrrnplati11g the posfibility of developm ent s in Nursing Studi es , which I 
attach. Uecause of thr implications for the lfoalth Departmrnts, th e Committee '.<0<1ld 
hope to be consulted by universities before a final decision is taken on any new 
development in Nursinp; Studies. 

3. Tb0 l'i•ncl conAidcrcd tho opplicntion from Cl1elsen Collr>ge nnd, in the li;:!it of 
tboir findines, tlH~ Comnittee cnn confirm that the course proposed •.;ould oppenr to 
rooot n nc·::id, ond if the Coll<"r,e wiehos to procc0d with thPir 'f'lnns within th0 
reaourcea ;;-ou 'Will be ;ible t-:> J.llocato to tbell there is ~10 objection on our pnrt. 

::"JU.1.'8 sincer~ly 

ll .? CnrrNdl 
Secretary 

-
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• /\1.i'RSIXG STUDIES; .\'OT~ 01" GUIDANCE FROM THE lJG C 

Uni versi ties C()ntt':npl 11ting new devclopmonts in .\Tur.sing Studi oa oro ndviacd to give 
considcrntion to thr following rc~uire~rnts beforo rcnching a finol decision on 
whether a degree course should be introduced:-

1. STAFFING 

The uvailability of suitably qualified teachers of high academic calibre 
to hN1<i and to staff d<'partments of nllrsing should be cxploredo There are 
at prescut 011ly o very limited number of experienced nurses with higher 
degrees or even M'ith first degrccso The young graduntt>s from nursing courses 
ncc<l tn g;iin professional experience before taking up OC<ldemic appointments 
And it will tnke some years to build up o pool of academic teachers. 

It ,.-ould he Rdvi saJlc to enter into forn al arrangements with the Health 
Authoriti~s us to their contribution tow"rds teaching staff in hospitals. 

2. ACADIDUC PHO\'lSIONS 

The Briggs Conunittce recoJ;lllncnde<l that fl U1 iversity offering a course in 
Nursing Studies required 'fhe following disciplines:-

a. Biolo~ical Sciences w'th p bias townrds the medical sciences 
psyclwl<Jgy (:.:ocinl n~ "Well as clinic13l) 
Rociology, with partic~lar reference tochaµging patterns of health needs 
nHd health rare 
stnt:.i.:-;tics und the intorpretati<;>n of research data 
cpidPtiiology 
org;inisutio11 theory and operational resenrch as applied to the NHS 
education, incluMng educational teclmology. 

b. The UGC Nursing Panel points to the desirability of designing social 
scienC'P courses with the needs of n'.1rses in mind; and t!mpbnsises that 
the lc\'<?l of instruction in the medical sciences custoDlllry for on SRN 
course would not be adequate acadcruically for a university degree. 

c. It would be difficult to develop on ncndcmicAlly sntisfncLory degree 
if too m<rny s1ihjects nre included. The pattern of the course content 
and its Lulunce between medical, socinl and p1Jrsing studies is therefore 
regttr<lcd as flexible. 

d. 'l'here should bP. inte:gration of the academic degree with nurse training 
:iu hospi tfll throui;I• involvement of the eC'a<lemic teachers in patient 
care, otherwise the academic department would become divorced from 
clinic~! teaching. 

2~ FINANCE 

The course nP~ds to ue properly funded both by the University and the Health 
Authority. To tttilor social science courses is likely to be costly, and 
tlH~ f>HUIC WOUltl apply to the biological SCfoilCCS at Uni VCrsi ties ai. thout a 
r.ir:uital i>chool. 

4. CLI~~CAL F.,\CILITIES 

The Uni vcrsi ty might lwvo tq provide tutl riul and stnff rooms in the 
hospit'1L It is C\dvisable to mal~e sure jn ndvancc whut lJhyaical 
facilities the Health Authority will pro\' i.de. Universities in large 
coo':.lrbntions seem the mo11t tJppropriate lo .~ations because of tl:;e likelihood 
of adequnte hospital facilities ond clinicol material. 

April 197(, 
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