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University of London 

SPECIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE IN NURSING STUDIES 

The next meeting of the Special Advisory Committee in Nursing Studies will be held 
on 14 October 1983 at 2.30 pm in Senate House 

MINUTES of meeting held on Friday 13 May 1983. 

Present: Prof T E Opp~ (Chairman), Dr E R Beck, Dr I F Burton, Miss S M Collins, 
Mrs M Ferguson, Mrs E M Fordham, Professor M Ginsberg, Professor R Goldsmith, 
Professor J H Green, Professor JC Hayward, Mr S J Holder, Dr S J Redfern, 
Dr J R W Ross, Dr JA Weinman, Dr J Wilson-Barnett. 

Apologies were received from: Dr H R Anderson, Professor H Baum, Mr MR Bury, 
Professor Baroness Cox, Professor J P Payne, 
Dr D R Pitcher, Miss I M Speight, Professor A Summerfield, 
Mr W L Whitehouse. 

Minutes 

Confirmed: The Minutes of the Special Meeting on 18 March 1983. 32 

Membership 

Noted: (1) That Prof C Wastell (Westminster MS) has been appointed to SAC as the 33 
second representative of the Board of Studies in Surgery. 

(2) That Dr J L H O 'Riordan (Middx HMS) has the Conferred Title of Professor of 34 
Metabolic Medidine with effect from April 1983. The SAC requested the Chairman to 
write to Professor O'Riordan conveying their congratulations. 

Elected: The following Officers of the Board for the academic year 1983/84: 

Chairman: 
Deputy-Chairman: 
Secretary: 

Professor T E Oppe' 
Professor J Green 
Mrs J M Longden 

Working Party Report on Nursing Studies 

35 

Reported: A summary of the main responses to the Report had been included in the 36 
agenda. The Chairman also reported that the University was taking immediate steps 
to establish a Working Party as recommended in the Report and accepted by the 
Academic Council to undertake a study of the possible development of degree courses 
in other areas of the Health Sciences. Specific proposals have already been made 
by individual Schools for degree courses in Physiotherapy and in Chiropody. The 
Chairman had received a request from the Principals of King's, Chelsea and Queen 
Elizabeth Colleges to seek comments from the SAC on proposals for a degree course at 
Chelsea associated with Physiotherapy training but it was his view that those proposals 
and any others not directly associated with nursing studies should be referred to 
the Working Party in Health Sciences. 

Agreed: That the SAC would welcome the establishment of the new Working Party to 37 
consider the wider field of Health Sciences, and would hope to make an input particu
larly in relation to nursing studies. The SAC wished to emphasise that they saw the 
recommendations of the Working Party on Nursing Studies as the framework on which 
Nursing Studies should develop in the next few years notwithstanding the outcome of 
any recommendations that might be made by the new Working Party for the longer term 
development of nursing degree courses within or independent of the wider concept of 
the Health Sciences. 
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BSc Courses at Bedford College 

38 Noted: The interim report on the course 'Therapeutics and Pathology' and the 
response of Bedford College (circulated as Document C.1 with the Addenda to the 
Agenda). In the light of the difficulties experienced in 1982/83 and the fact that 
the lecturer will not be available, the College will not be seeking approval for the 
course to be repeated in 1983/84. Although, therefore, the examination paper will 
be circulated to members for information, as previously agreed, the earlier decision 
of the SAC that renewal shall be considered by a small working group during the 
vacation may now be rescinded. It was accepted that the weaknesses of the course as 
indicated by the interim test will hopefully have been remedied during the teaching 
of the second part of the course and may possibly have been attributable to weaknesses 
in the science background of the first intake of Bedford students. The College are 
now negotiating with another institution for the teaching of an equivalent course in 
1983/84 for which proposals would be submitted to the Chairman for consideration 
during the Long Vacation in consultation with other members. 

39 Approved: The following new course proposals (of which details were circulated in 
Document C.2 with the Addenda to the Agenda): 

S380 
S302 
S326 

Issues in Maternal, Child and Family Health 
Research in Methods of Nursing 
Health Care in Britain 

It was also agreed that Course S401 'Extended Essay in Nursing' should be approved 
when the course proposal form is received from the College. 

Panel of Visiting Examiners in Nursing Studies, 1984 

40 Nominated: The following Panel of Examiners: 

Chairman: Professor J H Green (Middx HMS) 

(B) 

(B) 

(B) 

(B) 

(B) 

(B) 

~) Battersby,Mrs J 
(C) Boore, Dr Jennifer 

Carrier, J W 
(C) Davis, Dr Bryn 
(C) D'Mello, Dr A 
(C) Faulkner, Miss Anne 
(C) Hockey, Dr Lisbeth 
(C) Jeffreys,Prof Margot 
(C) Luker,Dr Karen A 

MacDonald,Prof J S 
(C) McFarlane,Prof Baroness 

Mitchell,Prof GD 
(C) Oppe,Prof T E 
(C) Segal, Dr M B 
(C) Stockdale ,Dr Janet E 

Dept Life Sciences,Liverpool University 
Inst Nursing Studies,Hull University 
LSE 
Dept Nursing,Edinburgh University 
LHMC 
Dept Nursing,Manchester University 
Dept Nursing,Edinburgh University 
BfdC 
Dept Nursing,Manchester University 
ChelC 
Dept Nursing,Manchester University 
Dept Sociology,Exeter University 
St My' s HMS 
St Thos's HMS 
LSE 

The College to which a Visiting Examiner is to be assigned has been indicated by 
(B) - Bedford, (C) - Chelsea. 

Appointment of Higher Degree Examiners and Notification of Thesis Title 

41 Appointed: Professor E Paykel (St George's HMS) and Dr M Johnston (RFHSM) as 
Examiners for MPhil candidate Miss Dinah Gould (ChelC). 

Proposed MSc in Nursing 

42 Considered : Draft proposals for an MSc degree course in Nursing at Chelsea College 
for which information is given in Documents B.1, B.2 and B.3 circulated with the 
Agenda. 

43 Agreed: That the SAC would strongly support, in principle, the introduction of an 
MSc course in Nursing in 1984 and that in the light of comments received Chelsea 
College should submit more detailed proposals to the SAC at its next meeting. The 
following points were made in the discussion: 

(i) Since the course content is designed to be at genuinely postgraduate 
level there would be no duplication with the BSc course nor would there be 
any substantial overlap with existing Advanced Diplomas in Nursing. 
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(ii) Initially, Chelsea College would wish to restrict entry to 
graduates in Nursing or in related subjects with professional nursing 
qualifications and believe that there would be no shortage of well 
qualified applicants for a part-time course in the London area. 
Subsequently , it might be desirable to widen the entry qualifications 
and in any case University Regulations presently provide for applications 
for Masters courses from exceptionally well-qualified non-graduates to be 
considered individually by the Academic Council. 

(iii) Suitably qualified Midwives and Health Visitors would be eligible 
and the professional qualifications for entry would be amended to refer 
to those whose name is included in the Single Professional Register. 

(iv) Initially, the intake of students is likely to include recent 
graduates and perso113with extensive clinical experience. It is anticipated 
that much of the teaching will be on a seminar basis and the approach of 
the course may well change after experience has been gained. 

(v) It was appreciated that students following a part-time course over 
2 years might wish to take the examination in two parts, with some written 
papers at the end of the first year. They would not however, by that time, 
have reached the full MSc standard and consideration should be given to 
deferring at least one written paper until the second year. 

Primary Health Care in Inner London 

Reported: That the Working Party on Primary Health Care in Inner London to which 44 
the SAC had nominated Dr Wilson-Barnett as their representative (14.5.82) would be 
holding its first meeting on 13 June 1983. 

Dates of Meetings 1983/84 

Approved: Meetings in 1983/84 will be held on the following dates: 

Friday 14 October 1983 
Friday 17 February 1984 
Friday 11 May 1984 

45 
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MSc in Nursing in the Faculty of Science - (Draft Regulations) 

Additional Entry Requirements: 

A degree in Nursing Studies or a related subject (such as a biological or social 

science) and a professional nursing qualification of S.R.N., S.E.N., or R.M.N. 

Curriculum 

All candidates take the following courses in the first year: 

Course 1 . Theory , Research and Practices 

Nursing models will be reviewed , applied in care planning and evaluated for their use 

in research. Relationships between research and knowledge and the nature of nursing 

knowledge will be discussed . 

Course II. Issues in Advanced Nursing Practice 

This course will build on previous nursing experience. Recent advances in nursing 

practice will be assessed. Innovative roles, new methods of evaluating and organising 

care in hospital and community and for implementing and monitoring change, will be 

studied. 

Course III . Research Methods and their Application in Nursing 

A range of research approaches and techniques will be related to nursing problems, 

including descriptive and experimental methods, action research and use of inference 

from observations. Students will be encouraged to draft research proposals, select 

and practice suitable methods of analysis and presentation. 

Project work in the second year is designed to give practical research experience, 

linked with student ' s clinical work, where possible . Seminars and tutorials will 

provide group support and individual supervision. 

Duration 

Part-time: 2 Calendar years. 

Examination 

Candidates enter the examination in two parts: Three 3-hour written papers, 

course assessment of six pieces of course work (2 essays, 2 seminar papers, 2 research 

proposals) at the end of the first year; examination of project report and oral 

examination at the end of the final year. 

Any candidate failing the first year examination may be allowed , at the discretion 

of the examiners , to proceed to the second year of study but in this case will be 

required to take all written papers at the end of the course. 

Dates of Examination 

Written papers : 

Project report : 

Oral: 

June of the first year 

by 1 September of the final year 

September of the final year . 
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Proposals for an MSc in Nursing - Additional Information 

1. Justifications for an MSc in Nursing 

1. l • ·1 I 1 c> r l.! 1 s c.. :-i c u cJ f o l :no r e a '.) l L· r c s , c: r c h e r s L c e v ::i _ u <J t c n L. i' ~~ i n ~ 

:J r 3 c L i c 2 t o J r v l.! ~ CJ jJ ·- rn o r e ...; :: i e 1 l j : J c b 8 .:, ·..! f o r t I E; d l ...; c i p l i n e 

\DrJuu~ ~erurt 1972) 

1.2 . There ..... re many nurs--~JJ.'odu~Jtc:s :;eek~1lCJ further sluciy 2r.d :cesccJ.cn 

opp or t L. n i L i e s i n I_ on cJ on ( 3 0 0 - ( _; 0 CJ r :i Ju a t ~ s q u G 11 r· y f 1· u ;r, s fi or t..: n l.! c 

nursin<J courses fer ~~=duGtes o~ f:o~ nu:sing Je~ree cu~rses 

eacn 1 car) . A L p L' £: 1: n t M S c c o u ~- s 2 s i .1 a 11 i e d s u b .J c: c t s , ) <.J _.. t l c u l 3 r l y 

s o c l u l o ~ y a r (j c cJ u c -.i ... .i. c, ;~ 3 t t r 2 c L t :-1 c s ~ s c L. a c n L :., • ( 11 ~. y 1:rn r u l 9 8 2 ) 

f, 3 • Th c re i s on l y on::.! :~ j ·1 t l 3 r co u r, .. ; in ~ r c.: <J t Gr i t a i n , n l :·1 a r' c h c s L .:: r 

This c a L c r s fur s c n _ c1: pro re s s i.::, n 3 l..; 1... no are r. G l n e c 1..; s s a r l l y 

qroduat.es . 

i.4 . ~u r se t r aining in 02~cral is requ1rinJ c.. greoter up~rec_al10~ 

of Lhe c o n lribulion of r es~urch. Bas~..; (UKCC) G~u posl Losic,(JGCN~) 

curricul.u in cl u d c re scar c :i T. c. du.it~.: '- -. ..., rest..: arc r. Lust.: cl le cc hi :1 c::; • 

oucver L~lors lack 3 sound uncicrsl~nding af resuarch m1.:lh1~s and 

rursing research stu ... :ies , nc::::essary fo::: s:-'ch teachlnlJ . (UKCC 1982 

Proposed Curriculuiit) 

/ . S • As funding for f u 11 - t i .. 1 e po s tu rad u a L c _, t ~di..:: s r. cJ :; be c: n ; educ c d ( D • H • S • S , 

Nursin11 trn1ninCJ fclJcwshi;Js !:2ve Deen .Jiscor1li~ut;d) J p;;nt - tin.2 

rcsc:arcl1 and professi~~al course wculd sc~m a lou1cal ~~vc!opment . 

~ 6 . ln order Lo bridCje tne lJDP oel~een 2ca~2~ic pursuits and nursiPlJ 

p r a c t i c e a co u r s c _ s r. <: e d c d , Clinicali ~racticc: :esearch is seen as 

relevant Lu most nurses 8nu ct1::ren t nursinlJ thinkinCJ v~ll Le reflec-ced ~· 

tl1e conte n t a n d cieb8tes o'. .. this course. l;IGpcr 1~!77) 

[ [J r i C:.J'J s I< e i-l o r t ( .:. 9 7 2 ) C .:i m :n i L t e e: o n N u r s .i n g • H fJJ S 0 

' I 

'- -

haywa r c.J J . (198~) lJnive1'silies ur.ci nursing ec.Jucation . Juur;:~.i ul 

Advanced NursJnq l 371 - 377 . 

Roper ~ (1977) Jusl1ficalion unc.J use of reseLrch in ~urs1~1 . 

J o u r n 8 l o f A c.J v o n c t' cl 1 u r s i n CJ 2 , 3 6 5 ·- 3 7 2. • 

lJ n i;.: c d I< i n lJ cJ on: Cc n L r u .l C: o u n c i l ( l 9 0 2 ) • P r op o s 1.d 1~ u r r l c: u l u 1r. for 

CJ e n c r <J ~ n u r s c L r :u n i 11 q . J 
I' u r ll o s ,, of L n L' t' c u r s c 

c () ll l' ~; c ;:i 1111:..; L c : 

l . u f Llw b CJ d y o f r c~ s c ~J r c 11 

1 s rcL1lio11s h 1p io knouilcdCJC ancJ 

2) . , ; 1 v c· il co. 11) r 8 h e n s l 'J e r L: v i c u 

d p p l l c :. L i o 11 s i 11 11 u r s i n C.J • 

.5 ; • 11 rep ~J re ~;Lu cJ 1' n t s L n 1 r. i L l u Le an cj u n cJ er L :; k:] r 1~ s, :1 r c ,1 • 
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nu r s 1 rl tJ c <J re • 
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c1iel1.ucis l•• d;1L;1 collPClJun c111cl ;Jn<.Jly~:;1:..;. 

5) .Ju !:>I if') jlh'US ru:· Jf:,Jl'Uvi;1q ('i! e Ll1rucJ•jll l;S(; u: fC!il'il. ' , I f1ndli;CJ:::. 

Y l' <1 r ~ I 

l;icl1 :...luoenl 1J1ill 11sve u sL.pur·.~<:;1Jr 1'cr c. I'l':3t·<1rcr. pr''JL'L· Jl 

1.1t'11· 11;n des1qn c1h1cn i,1vui11~·, .:r.1 1 .• _'L::. .... l 1Jl1rk in .i .:::1i;1,a.i or 

1J1 o r k '' , · l l l n r J u !- l I 1 e j r c ', o 1 l' e . . r c ,,, ( c t :_; s h u .J l CJ c '. i '. L' c l L h l .J :_; r: (j r 
L:1corc·~1cul 111uccJs fc.r 

!i e :n l n < 1 I' :> w i l L Ii c Ii r: J J ( o r p r e . : c n l. ;, ~ 1 ~ ii ;_i n d CJ r u u p j i :..; c tJ :.,; ,,; l ci n :.; n 

slu,Jen:•, pr«iclic<Ji ;:(.:c:,1rcli proldt..::11s a,1..i ,,~lv<J11ced slaL1sL1LS. 
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~ L' p l 1 I', J : l' J ) , . 

\_). Slud,11 1 :; 
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0 n c o f L h c CJ re c:1 L LI L t r LI c t i o: 1 ~' o :- l i 1 i ,, co u r s.., i ~ l 11 c a •Ju ' .:. '-"· .... l i l ~ c :-
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slc;ff uould l.:e ne-.:d~d r'or l:.::.:::L· .-in ._· fo-:: the fo ~lcw.LnCJ :,..Jd ~1011~,~ 

duties. 

l ) Cu - c r di .1 n L .... on n n J ;il an n i r. q c.,- !.. 1-. _ t :! c.. c ... .in g .: c _,~.lo r1 s 

2 ) Li c.i i son v i L h t r. .: D .ls t r i c ~ , : _ ...! l l. 1 A 1J t i1 or i t y ' · u r sin CJ S 1° r· J.::: er s in 

r e g :..i l' d L i"J ~ t u cl e . ·, t s r e s e a r .:: h _, : o j e c r. s 

:.,) Selection of st.c.r,ts 

Non n ..i r s l r. g le c L L: ~ r::; 1:. o u ~ c n. s" b L' r ~ ::; u l s t t.: d ' u ;,, _, k e J c .Jn t rib u:.: .... or • 

u s s o m c b i o l o ·l i c a l :.; c .:. e n c 8 !:: 2 <.i • 1 i n g o .1 l o b o r a !.. o r y ..- t.: s e 3 :: c ~, t e c h n i q u e s • 

Lectu: .. l~ '.<c...oms Dild S.'~1.£.~ 

,'\ n e 1.1 d c I' u r L 1.1 c n L ~ l b :Ji l cl i ,1 lJ i n D :- u i;-; r c s :J v i l J ,) r o 1,• .L cJ u c '\ r: L .l le .1 t 

s e rr: i r~ <J r <i n j Ll t u d y c • .- L: ;J s f u r s t u d ~ r. '. s • 

l .ibrurv 

A f u n d f o r o b c LI i n j 1~ :-, ~ o p i e ~- c : L · '· ti . b l i s n e J r c ~; e d ..- c h r c p o r t s 

nay be 0ttrac..!::ccJ f·rc.1 ouls1cc ·o urc··s. 

5. Sour cc s of 1· :; n di ric; 

[Ji s t r i c L II e s l L h /, u l n c, r i Lies 11·.1,•:.; ;., 1 re<... J y tJ l; £:: n <...ppr u <.i c h.::: J 1 i t h a 

v i L: w l. .i s ! i o n s o r s h .i µ o r p o s l g r < : u <:. t c. 11 u r s j r. · I s t u cl L; r 1 c s f <· r \: h i s ,; o u r s e . 

Course feu.J cind nec J~sa ry study n8vC b2er1 ;.;romiscd for CJt l2Jsl 

6 stucJcnls fro1n 2 u . 11.,'\s . 

f... p u rn p p r i u r i L y f u n cJ ri <J y a l so lJ e g ,-.:.i n t e cJ b y o Ii !~ o .- L h e .) fl ., ' s f o r 

2 f u l l t i m c l 1~ c L u r L; r r u r t : 1 l s c o u r ~ c • 

Th c I< o y al Mars ci c n I I o s 1J i ~ <.i l h <J s u ls o ::; .i •1 c n L .. e "'er 1. l c •: s of ,. r. e i r 

Direct.er 01· ~Ul'sing l~cscurcil f _1 .JC;,t; '.::c<1c! 1jng :.,:.; <1n he ' :·..:!ry 

le c tu l' ~ r . 

6 . Examination 

75% of last year marks will be derived from written examinations and 25% from course 

work. 
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~roposed MSc in Nursing - Detailed curriculum 

Year 1 

Course 2 0 rl ~J )' !, L cc I u r l~ s, 
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