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THE REPORT or THE WORKDIG PARTY m~ NURSI~{G STUDIES 

I have been asked by our Academic Boa r d , with the approval of Council, to 
r epl y on b~half of the Board and send you our comr .. ent s on the Report of 
t he Working Party 0:.1 ~iursing 3tudie:> . I enclose t he d -:! tailed comr.ients of 
t he Jepartrnent of Social Policy ancl Social Studies Hhich i3 r esponsible 
for our present degree in Ilursing Studies. 

I would simply like to underline two matters. Our accep1:ance of the 
recoUJmendation triat Nursing Studies should cease to be tau.;ht at Bedford 
College e.fter our present stude~ts ha.'.re gradi.:.ated stew.s from our· recognition 
of t he problems of resources both at the level of the University and 
interna lly. The Nursing Studies degree at Bedford had scarcely time to 
establish itsel f '.·.-h en r eductions in staff as a result of freezing liacancies 
have put seriou3 pressure on other very i mportant and successful courses 
which the Depart ment offers . At the present moment, ther efore, it is 
clearly best to concentrate the numbers of Nursing Studies' students at 
Chelsea and enable our own Department to concentrate on t hese other courses. 

I would however like to underline the general acade~ic point which is made 
in t he Department's comments, namely that there is a very strong case for 
a Nursing Studio2 s degrGe which takes as its focus nursing as both a social 
and a medical activity. It is to be hoped, therefore, that the University 
may in time find itself able to support two departments offering slightly 
differing approaches. 

cc Dr Ivor Burton 
Dr Roy Miller 
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--:2~~ 3U~_Jo~t ~~:8 o :; ::;_'"'~.-2:ion3 o~ t ~~ ~ ?t~Jo ~ t Jf tr:e Specie..l ~·\.:i ·r i:;')~y 

C~~ . :ittee in ~u=si~ ~ Jc~~~~s (D ~aft Letter 0: the Chair=a~ ~o ~~e 7ice 
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':'. . Ilec oULT!en-:iatio:: 7 .' , (ii ): 'L'ne Loncion '..',:ivers i ty f c.c 1J.l ty > ~r 1.J.cture 
is ~ very fle~ijle aae ~~i several 3u~ject3 successfully ope:'." ~t 3 in more 
t ~~:i one fac~l ty . ?or th2 t · re a son, no ooje8 tion can be t1~e~ to a 
reco8~end~ti on tha~ a 3 .Sc . in Nursi~g Studi~s shoul~ be b~sed i~ the 
Facul ty of Scie~ce. ~evertheless, t~e ' t~ree essenti2l ele~en ts ' 

c.dunbrated i n para . 1 . 8 of t:ne Report in no ·:1ay amount to anythi~g remotely 
a p2:'oac hi ng an orthodox degree in t he Faculty of Science , and the difficulty 
t he Workin g ?arty clearly experienced in f o r~ulating these elements ( at 
least concisely) emphasises t h e fact that Nursing Studies transcends 
trad itional acade;nic boun'..l.a:-ies . It is very important , t herefore , t hat 
t his reco~~endaticn should not be interpreted in the f u ture a3 confining 
the academic develop':lent of "'.·Turs i ng Studies to subjects ".'i thin t he Faculty 
of Science . 

J . Recomme~iati on 7.1 . (iii) : _ There can be no doubt , in the present 
economic cli~ate , that a sin gl e stron~ department is to be preferred to 
two Tieaker ones . There are , however, very strong , indee d almost irresistible 
arguments in favour of there being a variety of approaches in what is as 
yet a relatively new and still emerging academic discipline . This 
requirement d oes not rule out the possibility of maintaining more than 
one model of development within a single department , but the Department 
of Social Policy a:id Social Science would continue to argue in favour of 
a second department a s t~e preferable solution . It cannot in our vi ew 
be too strongly emphasised that the arguments in favour of a single depart 
ment are resaurce argumen ts , not aca.::"J. emic arguments , all of which point 
in t he other d irection . 

4 . Reco'.Il::ie"'.1:1ati.on 7 .2 . (ii) : The Department would agree \'lith the desir
ability of stren~thening what will be the only course in Nursing Studies 
in the Univer2ity . ;:;:;.:i_ually , it will wish to strengthen its other areas 
of excellence a:id specialism at a time r1hen it is c ompelled to drop an 
activity upon vhich it has expended considerable resources , perhaps to 
the det ri~ent o~ t hose other areas . Since in a"'.1y event the Dep3.rt2ent 
will be responsi ble f or co~pleting the cou:'ses of exi s tin g student s , the 
last of ~iom ~i ll not gra~uate until 198 6 , there seems little ro o~ for 
st~~ngthenin~ ~ he c0~~se at Chelsea exc e9t cut of new resources f :-ora t he 
~.Jni ·1e1~si ty . 

5 . Gener~l: I t was )P~~aps inevitable th2t ~Working Party prin6ipally 
c o~1:;erned ;:fi th rat i ona~ising r esour ces for 2iursing Studies i n t":-:e light 
of ins titutional ch~~ g ~s should have ~iv 3n les s attention t han t~e Depart 
~en t woul d ha ve Wis ~e .i to its arguments i n fav our of constituting a degree 
course in Nursing Stur~ies with a strong basis in the social sciences . 
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~~11 ~s em9iric ~~ i2tn f~ .. ~ nursin: 9~a:ti~3 . An under~~~d~dt~ 0·uc ! tio~ 

i~: ~--.;,. ..... 3-:L:!3 3tu.-J i .~:3 ";iJ..~ ~~._; ~· -;2si~1;ly ,.:..r:: . .-:I :..!.'J ·-J.1 
1
;

1,e ..linrlin.:;0 o~ r~3a ·3.~ch 

i~: -.~'.l~si::[; 3tu1: i2s , ,~_: .... :_ ~ ~ust the~e£or3 i::~:., .. 1.1'2 a basic ed:1ca~io:: in 
.c ::: .S·'J~i.c. l sci ences ~3 ;/.3=._:::_ a.s i n t ~:.e ~·::? 1J.i s 2.l/b iological ssi e~,C·-:!3 . So 
-;;':9 o~d.tene::: t i_-: :_:):.:...:·-: L. o'J :'c'.a.t ' the o ;i~orc•J.:-. i"'.:~; to a c :i_uire 'particul 'l.r 
s~il:s in e i t~er ~~e so:i2l or t he medical a30ec ts of nursi~g c~st j e 

_eft t8 postgr1~u~te e:~~e~i~~ce and traini~ g ' co uld b e mi s l eaa i~; i~ it 
~~s ~~~en to i~p l y t ~~t i b2sic skill in bot~ 1acial a~d medic1l/bi )logical 
s-:i'-3 .~c es ·:ras no t neces .33.~~r fq_r undergra:.uat'= : ~ainin,g a!l d 9dl.; :::: a t:_o~1 . 

I .F . Burton , 
Head of t he Departmen t of 
Socia l Policy and Social Science . 


