
e A ' ! e·r v I du graduate ger.eral nursir,g course is beiLg offered at 

Be df ·, rd College culmirjatir1g in a Bsc in 1'ursir.g Studies wh ich i1,corporates 

s:,J q_u al ificatior1s. It claims to be able to offer educatior.al advarjtages 

calle d fo r as a result rif bursing's contemporary orientation and that 

are Lot po ssible within the traditional apprer,ticeshi,lip system • 

Ac ademic methods as well as academi c studies v:ill b e empl0yed i1, the 

teachirJg of r,ursiLg a ctivities so that ir1 the clir,ic a l are as stude1 ·ts 

f1om e arly on i n their e ducation may be involved in the total care of 

pe. -vi eLts and or cJ..i er, ts c arefully selected for that purpose. This is 

pl a 11ed ir. the belief tha t t hi s will be an effe ctive prepa ratior. for 

t 11 e tea.-rn role that r1urs es will occupy wi thirJ health cmre delivery ar..d 

r.ccj c ~l servi c es . 

c.1 "'c c l n1·a1·y i 1.11'si1 g lo lot.ger corjfir,es itself to the c are of ir:dividual s 

~ho L1C s i c 1: . I t is 10~ c h 2r2ct erised by a combi1at l or. which pro v ide s 

care for tbe sic k towards maxi.nu.m reccvery; ir, the c as e o f t h is beir.g 0r 

b eco::niLg problematic, rjurs es' role is orje of attempt i ng to ma irJtaiL 

:--:1·:.:icc.l a 1 d ' psy chosocial' cc·Dfor t; nursir1g is also concerr;ed irj educatioL 

:u d i 1 : r.rve 1. tioL t o ~ r ovide rreve1 ti ve c ar e tN:ards the promo tior_ ard 

~·"i 1 te1m ce o f :-. l]<lth . All of its activities are it.tet.ded to be cielivered 

'.-C a l ..::ve l of b oth C C'''l}:H'e~ .e Lsive a1 jd ir .dividualised care . Arising cu t o f 

t...is ,.re t }·re e r<...i l j : i rlicati o r,s for curric-i;.lum d evelchpm er1t: 

1) tur ::;ec \ 0r-·1: i1 c c -c peratiorJ with ether IT C:' ';.1.r- s of t he s0ciety , 
bo t}·~ '"it'; 1 0-:1 d outside the formali '· ed LE: :~l t~:-c are- d elivery te am . 

'.?) 1ursE:f.:, '«:·-: te :;,rc_r:a red. to provid.e iursii.g r<-:l ls it_ 21.J' 

S i t U&-Ci C'l \,}~Te il 6.ividuals have r,urSiLg l PCJ. S j ir f e oples 1 ho;..es , 
ir. hos :;.it 2.Jc , ii. the streets , wherever . :r, erefore , r,o r_- hc,!Sspite.l 
2.~:. 1,.; C ts ,,f 11.rs ir.g c are , i.e. 1 C OT!'YT'; U Li ty i u 1 s i Lg ' will become 
art a 1 d I : r ·el of eac h r:.ursiq; 8~. J:-·Gr i ·.:: 1 ce . 

3: . t!·.a t , u 1·~es ' b a sic kr.oY:le ucc : v t e1 c c: .. }JaSE a cor1ti ni um c overiLg 
· 1 orrre:.l-ab1 01','"" 8.l' 3.s p ects of be:1'"' riour ar.d biol og ical fu1;ctio1 i q; ; 

r..:. L c::. :r :- recie.tiol of SOC iet ~· ' s E: Cl•'f·i c, c:: oc ial and political 
~ructure ard c:.:. 1. r .. ;r-·c; .~ -s c•: ~ - : 1 o\· ... r. ( r,ursesl) historical 

l l ~ c - <-Ld dev l c .!-r . -: .• 



e The aim is to produce first-level ' cri tica1) practi tior.ers of 

~ur s ing who will be es s eLtially so+called generalists, who will be 

co n tributiug in areas of health care delivery from their background of 

sound education and who by developing techniques of se.lf-assessmer1t will 

ackr.olwedge t~eir limitations. 

Specialised nursir .g expertise, wheth er this applies to research a r. d 

or practice is as s umed to bec ome par t of post-basi c tJursing educatior:. 

not i11clude d in this particular cour se . 

Part of the degree will be the r:..ursir,g study units their co nstruct io n 

of i.,hi ch is to be visualised as discree ti ur.i ts, vvhich as ir:dividual buildir_g 

blocs , ove r the four years of the c ourse, form into one cohere11t whole . 

In c or,tradist i1Jction to the remaining unit compo r1ents of the degree, 

the Lursir_g study ur,its will contain cli nical nursing practice: 

Year 1 
2 
3 
4 

Assess :e~ t : 

r,o o f hours : 

IL pri1cirle it is cor,tirmcus thrcugh0ut the c ourse, althou gb---e-acn -

tsr· ' s ur.i ts ,_re fir_ally evalus.te d a t the e1 C. of -t~4s terrr: , v;heL they 

\':ilJ re c s ive a gra de which repre se1,ts a propc ~tioL of the total grade 

rosf:ible . SiLce L·O or,e r:tetho d uf ass es sD eLt has been showr. to be er,tirely 

valid ar.d reliable by i tself , a v ar iety will be employed . 
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e For each Ul it t h e metho ds are dictated by the type of material beiLg 

c overed a nd by the t y pe of learLirJg to be expected. For exaITple, log

bo oks wi~l co ntribute towards assessmeLts as they cobtain skills of 

acquisition of factual kLowledge and their appropriate applicatioL in 

t he cli uic a l area exhibiting reporting, observation, and reasonmng skills. 

Failu re: 

e ssays , short- amswer tests,mult i ple cho ice qu e stion tests, 
tutor i a l papers a nd oral pre s er. tat io rJs , or al participat ion 
i n group tutoria ls, log-bo oks, 1Jurs i ng c ar e s tud ies (vtri tten), 
rju rs i1Jg car e pe rfo rm a nce, ability to be critic a l of self a rJd 
o thers. · 

All u1 its irJ aLy o f the g ive n areas are pro gre s sive. The pre-

r~c.:.uisi te o: od:r: i s .... i n r. to the fo llowi i_g year i s a pas s il1 the pr eviuu s y e a r. 

'.:orl: for <l ".;L.:.. i; s:wuld be co:::pleted by the er,d · of t h e te r m i r_ v.:hich th.:; 

U!.i t is of,_'..;rr.; o . ~)_te1sior, of ti.:r;c: to c oI"1pl2te requir211eLts i s offer~d 

ir, c :;.ceptio1al circuo sta 11ces , SULh as illness or ot:'.1.er types of s oc ial 

ct~--:Pbil i t i2s . Care will be t akeL to a v o id overl o adiIJg t h e studei_t who may be 

facii.g as--e:ss:---eLts i n sev e r a l areas • 
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Characteristics: -----------------

The first year's nursing study u nit will be characterise d by 

fu11d a.:neL tal componer: ts believed to be both basic a nd common to all other 

r1ursing s tudy units, ie-~ ---~~IA.-i-u.J >i:t ~ ~.ll~ -<-r~-. 

As eac h subseque nt nursir1g study ur1i t will c over specific areas 

of expert ise refere nce will be made to t h e fur:.d amer, tal c ore c ourse, 
c. H 1::>( L 17=-Ai i i'tt: y 

arJd ·where ne ce ssary and appro priiate suppl eme r tary and a ddi tior1a l work 

wil l be incorpoflated t o e nsure students' high level of perfo rruance. 

This will apply particularily to comrnu rj ication skills and to the ability 

to develo p a syst ematic nursi ng care programm e. 

Cli r.ical prac ti ce be g i ns i L the first term of the fir s t y ear a1:d 

i s clos e ly i Lte grated ,.,. i th Lursir.g study u nits. The first year cliLi c a l 

prac tice will t ake p l a ce mainl y in i r,st itutio na l settings apart from 

"Che hos}Ji tal , suc h as} Doctors ' surgeries , Heal th Ce1,tres , s c hoo l r.ursiLg ; 

oc.cupational r,ur s i1 e, womens health c eLtres , nursir1g i n patier.ts ' hcmes , 

(district r1urs i ng ) , etc. The skills to be develo p ed durir,g the first 

;rear will be mair1ly ob servatioLal: f or example: what type of health ar;d 

soci.::ll se rvi c es are available , ·what is t he level o f access by the patieLt / 

clieLt to the service s , .1: ecific hom e co nditions from which poter,tial 

!~tie!ts come ar:.d to which h ospital patier.t s wil l retu r n , the effect of 

il-r.c's or. patie1,ts arid families , etc . 

.t... 
~o the exte~~ that students will dvelop nursir,g skills , this 

v:ill d·:=:.21 d on the specific s11tuation to be at;reed upon by bo th stude n t 

'.L':_e er,d of t~1e firs"C year Y:ill se e a c or,t i Luous practi ce of 

IUL. iLt; cxperieLce ir, the hospital ; skills t o be developed it. a cc ord ar c e 

·;: i th the follo'.'.'il g ger,eral pr i Lciples : 

I 

~ 



1) 
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that nursi rJg skiils ar e all e rJ compassi1lg ; that t :·w1 e 
110 di.vision b~tnee r:. basi c and teohLieal skilTs-; t hat 
a:~ not di vis~ble i11to ~igher l ~vel skills and lower 
skills! JA« ~o:>..C- ~ ~,.~ •• ,,.4.(__ r.. ~~. 

exists 
s k ills 
level 

2) students should be educated to set and realistic objectives 
and that an evaluation of the de g ree to which these objectives 
have been met become an inbu:il.t mechar, ism. 

J) t hat gu i del i r.e s should be agreed between student and supervisor 
( l ecturer,cli nic a l teac her, ward-sister, nurse-tutor) so t hat 
parameters o n which ass ,; smeLt,: are based are commorJly accepted . 

4) that assesm e Lt · should be simul t ar.e ously by the supervisor arJ d 
the studer.t, both arriving a t a compromise grade . 

The bulk of the clinic a l experie1 ce will take place dur i ng the 

se c o1,d and t h ird y ear. The specific areas of obstetr ic,paediatric a nd 

ger iat r ic nursing wil l r e c eive t heir mair. consideration during the 

third year because of the belief that tho se areas merit special attention, 

maturity and expert i se . The fourth year will be both a period of experli:ne11-

tatioL ir, the form of an elective opt.io n which may i r,clude an ir:dependent 

cli Lical opporturJi ty , and a c oLso lidation practice after the c ompletion 

of al~examir.at io ns . 
iurs iLg tutcri~ls will eveLtually turn i cto clir ical experie bce 

i·.0rl:sL0ps to provide opportmJi ty f or stude1 ts to assE::: s their t heor etical 

LursiLg bac.!cgrouLd and c lirJical skills ir, co-o 2rat ioL v; i th staff 

rr.s~ b rs . If req_uired , i r,di vidua l is ed ~:::tJC study pre £Tar .. :::ne s should be 

I. t 2 -~-at i or. : 

T11e Lursi 1 c :ic::,:ree progr&..~.::.1e is })red ic a ted OL the assu:nptior. that 

its -uccess as ar. &de~uate p~cp~i--t~or. for a first-level practicing 

Lurse is through its rr:ethods of ir.te.::;ratior; . The te ~'ID impl ies an 

a_;:.~reciati or. aLd a de...10i.stratior. of the Leces . ity of establishiLg 

li1 ks.- betweerJ t he vari.ous ele!r.eLts c 0mpos s iL 0 the curr i cullli'I: • 
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It.teGration t akes pl a ve at v arious levels: or.e is at t he l eve l of 

e a c h term and year where all of the c ourse c ompoLeLts v1ill be dravn, 

t ogether in nursing seminars to facilitate the use of sociological 

tools and sociological 'microscmpes' with which to analyse .ursing . 

1.ursirjg semi1,ar s will also derno Lstrate the application of the k nowledge 

from the other compone r. ts in order to u nderstand and to e nhance nursing 

practice. Conversely , ir;star1c es of r1ursir.g practice and ur,derstar1ding 

of s uch practice will be u sed to clarify so ciologic a l underst ar.di1 g . 

Lor,g i tudinal i nt egratio n will take pl a ce during the presentation of 

the ' exteLded es s ay ' whe n all of t h e kor.v'll edge of the course should 
'---

b e displayed . I ntegration will a l s o t ake p l a c e i n clir, ical practice 

v:heL iLfor~1at i o r. ar,d ULderstanding will c ar.tr ibute to e.r1alys is and prac tic e 

fror.J other areas • Ii_te t;rative r1ursi1,g semir.ars will dernoLstrate how 

u1 i que m d d i s c rec t areas of knowledge bec om e absorbed ar;d allalgama ted 

t c' ;ait. a ULified vi e\·: of rjursir:.g • For~ example : One aspect of r1urs ing 

c n::-e is -che fecdii,g of r.inti ei,ts i-Vl1i ch is related to sat is fy i ng the basic LE:ec 

:or Lc.u1·hib:'.::le Lt . r u rsiLg s tu d i Gs ;·;ill c c_1 1ceri, it s elf with the s ci er:ce 

of r.utri tion which will include factors c ontroll i ng the a cce pta1Jce or 

rej ectio1; of f0od , cori siderir:.g socia l and cultural ir::l plic atior1s of 

Lutri tior . Ti.is r:ill be e.ugrne 11ted by the biolog ical s ciences in r1hich 

tl;.e ai c::-:.o~;.y ar.d p· -r 0 iology of th 2 digestive system i ::; preseLted • 

T.iS tI·adi ti01 'J l ' t2.-ial a Ld error ' le a n ,iL E; expcr ier.ce i s to be-

ciis}.-J ced b.' c2.r eful ly struc tv.red ar:d c losGly supervi s ed c lir.ical 

c:.: srit... c es . Stude1 t c;tatu s peIT:" its selecti0r, of e~~perieLc e Y:ithciut 

J.:~ ru::tiLG 2cr•;ice i ccC. . Supervisior, cf tl1e s~ude1 ts iL th~ cli1 ical 

r .:·e2 y the sa"'Il2 staff \:i10 hav e taught both the then·~ti c al bacl:grour.d 

ar d the cli1 ic a l kills s l10u ld eLsure s ou1 d le r:.ri ii.g practice • 
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~hile the begirniLgs of cli1,ical prac t ice should be clo s ely 

su p rvised , l a ter, studer.ts should become i ncreas i Lgly respoLsible 

f or the ir own asses smeLt with reference to plaLL i r.g, implemer1tir1g a nd e • a~~a. 

eva luating of nursi ng c ar e • As i ndepe ndence and self-evaluatioL i s the 

goal t o be achieved, cli r, ical supervisors will discuss the care given 

by s tudents, so as to co:::n pare eva luat i or, of t he studet.ts as t hey ea ch 

s e e it • Sirice time for clir.i!fal ex periet.ce is limited, stude Lts have to 

mak e up ti:n e, that is mi ssed . However , it mus t be s tre s s ed , tha t s tuder.ts' 

progress t hrough the cours e is on the bas is of demonstratir,g c ompeteLcy , 

ar: d Lo t on the Dxr::iber of hours g iven ir, any situatio n • A more c ornpeter,t 

stud e i. t s hould b e able to a cc elerate, or ever, to mai nta in an acc elerated 

ccurse , while keeping back a l ess competent s tudei.t for f urther prac ti ce • 

Progre s sioL through the cour s e i s fr om p_!' ovi s ior:.. of c ompl ete care 

:for or e pa ti c1 t to t_12 iLvolve:::r.et. t i L t ea.'Il nur s i ng for a nur,ber of 

rJ ati e~ _ts . Fo r t ::1e c c. r e .L.hat s tu u e l.~;s ; ive , "they s bcul d be ~'l! S~C' L S ib l e 

to the ~ard- s i s t er su pervi s ed at. d Legotia t ed i1.itial ly wi t h memb ers f 1om 

t .he J l.J.r "'ir g Studies Departmei t . 


