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‘rew urdergraduate gerersl nursing course is being offered at

Bedford College culminating in a Bsc in lursirg Studies whieh incorporates
B5Ll gualifications. It claims to be able to offer educational advartages
called for as a result of nursing's contemporary orientation and that

are 1ot possible within the traditional apprerticeshyip system .

Academic methods as well as academic studies will be employed in the
teaching of nursitg activities so that in the clinical areas studeuts
firom early op in their education may be involved in the total cere of
patierts end or clients carefully selected for that purpose., This is
plarred ir the belief that this will be an effective preparation for
the team role that purses will occupy within hezlth aare delivery and

redical services,

tursirg ve longer confines itself to the eare of individuals

who are sick, It is row characterised by a combitation which prevides
care for the sick towards maximum recovery; irn the case of this beirg or
becoming problematic, nurses' role is one of attempting to meintain

hysicael and "psychosocial' comfort; nursing is also concerrned in education
ard intervention to provide preventive care towards the promotion and
maiy terarce of health, All of its activities are irternded to be delivered
at 2 level of both comprehernsive and individualised care. Arising out of

this zre three mair inprlicetions for curriculum development:

1) work ir co-ecperation with cother menticrs of the society,
hit ard outside the formalised heunltk-care-delivery tedm .
Y . - l
uet be prepared to provide pursing ills ir any
tigl where individuals have nursing reeds; ir peoples' homes,
stitels, ir the streets, wherever. Therefore, nor—hopspital
ts of jursiug ecare, i,e,'commurity mursing' will become |
gnd percel of each rursing experiesice.
3 vurges' basie krowledge must enccompase a contipium covering

rmel-abrormal espects of behaviour ard biological functioring;
gn. eppreciation of society's ecoron ic,secial and‘political
tructure and arn awareress of t1rix owr ( rurses') historical

(lees 2rd developmslt;




..’ 5 The aim is to produce first-—level'\critical} practitiorers of
rursing who will be essertially sofcalled gereralists, who will be
contributing inu areas of health care delivery from their backgrournd of
sound education and who by develeping techniques of self-assessmert will
ackrolwedge their limitations.

Specialised pursirg expertise, whether this applies to research ard
or practice is assumed to become part of post-basic rursirg educafion

not included in this particular course,

Hoursg:

Part of the degree will be the rursing study units their ceénstruction
of which is to be visualised as discreeté urits, which as irdividual buildirg
bloecs, over the four years of the course, form into one coherernt whole,

In contradistincetion to the remaining uunit components of the degree,
the rursing study units will contain clinical nursing practice:

Year 1 Sre e S R R

2
4

Ir prirciple it is centinpucus throughout the ceourse, although each

termts urits are finally evaluated at the end of Imds term, wher they
will receive a grade which represents a propo#tior of the total grade

pocsible, Since 1o one method of sssessment has been showr to be entirely

valid &rnd reliable by itself, a veriety will be employed.
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_For each urit the metliods are dictated by the type of material being
covered and by the type of learring to be expected. For example, log-
books will contribute towards assessments as they contain skills of

acquisition of factual kiowledge and their eppropriate application in

the clirical area exhibiting reporting, observation, and reasontng skills,

essaye, short-amswer tests,multiple choice question tests,
tutorial papers and oral presentatiors, oral participation
in group tutorials,log-books, rursing cere studies (written),
rursing cere performance, ability to be criticzl of self and
others.

A1l urite in ary of the givern areas are progressive., The pre-

reguisite of sdmiscion to the following year is a pass in the previous yesar,

nork for & uiit shculd be completed by the end of the term ir whieh the

urit is offered . Extension of time to complete reguiremerts is offered

in exeeptioral circumstances, sugh as illness or other types of soecizl

com=bilities, Care will be taken to avoid overloadirg the student who may be

facirf assessments in several areas .



Structure of the course:
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Characteristics:

The first year's mursing study unit will be characterised by
fundamental components believed to be both basic and common to all other
mursing study units,fé'im; Covnlivrd ,iﬁt 4ﬁ-‘3*59°“1-ijfﬂ

As eadh subsequent rursing study urit will cover specific areas
of expertise reference will be made to the furndamental core course,
ard where necessary and appropr¥iate gﬁ£¥i§£§:§:;y and additional work
will be incorpofated to ensure students' high level of performarce.

This will apply particularily to communication skills and to the ability
to develop a systematic nursing care programme,

Clirical practice begins in the first term of the first year ard
iz closely irtegrated with rursing study units. The first year clinical

practiee will take place mainly in institutional settings apart from

the hospital, such as® Doctors' surgeries, Health Centres, school rursing;

occupational rursing, womens health centres, rmursing in patients' homes,

(district nursing ), etc. The skills to be developed Guring the first

year will be mainly observational: for example: what type of health and
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social services are available, what is the level of access by the patient/
o

client to the services, specific home conditions from which poterntial

2atisnts come and to which hospital patients will return, the effect of
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and families, ete,

< ; 3 = 4 L : ; =
o the extend thal students will dvelop rursing skills, this

will deperd on the specific sutuation to be agresd upon by both student
3 suj isor,
e end of the first year will see a continuous praciice of

rursing experience in the hospital; skills to be developed irn accordarce

gereral principles:

e S



1) that rursing skills are all erncompassing; tkhat—there—exists
ha_di#%s&eahbaxweeﬁ«basie—ahé—t99h+}eai—skiiisj that skills
are not d1v151b1 Ito higher level skills and lower level

skills, e {ialecead_ nba

2) students should be educated to set and realistic objectives
and that an evaluation of the degree to which these objectives
have been met become an inbuilt mecharism.

3) that guidelires should be agreed between studert and supervisor
( lecturer,clirical teacher,ward-sister,nurse-tutor) so that
parameters on which ass:smerfy are based are commonly accepted.

4) that assesmentishould be simultanecusly by the supervisor and
the student, both arriving at a compromise grade,

The bulk of the clinical experierce will tszke place during the
second and third year. The specific areas of obstetric, paediatric and

geriatric mursing will receive their main consideration during the

ct

hird year because of the belief that those areas merit special attention,
maturity and expertise, The fourth year will be both a period of experimern—
tation in the form of an elective option which may include an irdependent
clirical opporturnity, and a cousolidation practice after the completion

of =11 -A?ﬂllatIOPS.

lursing tuteriels will everntually turn into clirical experiernce

workshops to provide opportunity for studerts to ssses their theoretical

rureirg background and clinical skills in co-operation with staff
menbers, If required, individualised =xx study prcgrammes should be

l.tegratiorn:
The pursiing degree progranme is predicated or the assumptiorn that
its success as an adsguate preparetion for a first-level practicing

rurse is through its methods of integration.The term implies an

3

aprreciation and a demonstration of the recessity of establishing

lirks-betweern the varicus. elemeris compossiig the curriculum .
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Irntegration takes plawe at various levels: cre is at the level of
each term and year where all of the course comporernts will be dravn
together in nursing seminars to facilitate the use of sociological
toocls and sociological 'microscaopes' with which to analyse rursing .
Iursing seminars will also demonstrate the application of the knowledge
frem the other componerts in order to understand and to erhance nursing
practice. Conversely, instanuces of nursing practice and understanding
of such practice will be used to clarify socioclogical urderstardiig .
Longitudinal integration will take place during the presentation of
the ' externded essay ' when all of the koLﬁgeage of the course should
be displayed, Integration will also take place in e¢linical practice
wher irnformatior and understanding will centribute to analysis and practice
from other areas . Integrative nursing semirars will demonstrate how
urique and disereet areas of knowledge become absorbed and amalgamated
to gair a unified view of pursing . For example: Ope aspect of nursing
care is the feeding of patients which is related to satisfying the basic need
for nourpihmert .lursing studies will concern itself with the science
of rutrition which will include factors controlling the acceptarice or
rejection of food, considering social and cultural implications of

m

rutritior. This will be augmented by the biological seiences in which

the aretomy and physioclogy of the digestive system is presented .
Cliydezl experierce:

The traditioral ' trigl a2ud error' learping experience is to be

arieneces, studert status permits selection of experience without

-

¢ the studerts in the elinical
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ares by the same staff who have taught both the theoretieal backgrourd
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clirical skills should ernsure sound leariing practice ,
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y Vhile the begirnings of clinical practice should be closely
supervised, later, studernts should become increasinugly resporsible

for their own assessmert with reference to planrirg, implementing and esalus
evaluating of nursing care . As independernce and self-evaluatior is the
goal to be achieved, clirnical supervisors will discuss the care given

by students, so as to compare evaluation of the studerts as they each

see it . Since time for elinifal experience is limited, students have to
make up time, that is missed .However, it must be stressed, that studerts!
progress through the course is on the basis of demoustrating competeicy,
and rot on the rumber of hours given in ary situation . A more competent

studert should be able to accelerate, or even to maintain an accelerated

course, while keeping back a less competent student for further practice .

Progression through the course is from provisior of complete care

the ivvolvement in teem mursing for a pumber of

patierts, For the care that studerts give, they should be resiornsible
to the vard-sister supervised ard regotiated iritially with members fiom



