
I r~ t r a d uc t i on 

The LetiGUe of Rad Cross Societies first i nstituted an 

Interr:ational Course in Public Health in 1920 , with a viev1 to providing 

for qualified 3ed Cross nurses destined to fill positions of leadership 

and res~on3ibility, facilities for post-graduate study which were not 

o~her~ise avbilatle . rh0 success of the public health course and 

recognition Jf the need of similar facilitios in another important 

trar::ch of ~'Ld C:oss activity , lod to tho in0titution , in 1924 , of a 

secor::a course dcstinGd to meet the special requiromonts of nu~ses called 

upon to act aa administrators or toachers in schools of nursing . 

Du£ing the period 1920-1932, 208 students fron ~l different 

countries huvc taken or.e or othor of these courses . 

Jf these 208 graduutos of the courses 70 hold positions 

with the national Rrd Cross Societies of their respective countries , 

L10 .are crnploy.:cl ty state, provincial or municipal bodies , and the 

remainder ( !i tr.. the exception 0f a very s i~mll proportion ''/ho havo 

married or retired from active nursing) tirO ·vo:..· l::ing with private 

orgar.isutions . 

The on:.'lc;avour to make it -possible to continue the Intornat i onal 

Courses , if n'.)t for e.n inde:finite poriod , at loast for a furthGr five 

years after 1932 , is justified both ty the resQlts already ottainod 

and ty the fact that th0ir abandonment would el i minato from tho field 

of nursing an asset which is ir. r'.lar.y respects unique . 

While it is true that thora are Cnivorsity Courses in the 

Ur.itod States and in Ct.:.nc....aa 'vhere foreign nurses are :freely anr'.litted , 

the Bedford College Courses are the only ones of thoi~ kind in 

zu~opc und the only ones which Ei.re delitoratol:y plannoa to rieet ', thG 

needs of ar. international nursing group . Tho 'facilities for post -

gre.duc.tc study which aro rviade avuilatlo to tho nursGs noninatod by Rod 

Crass Societios at Bedford College ~ould not to open to thorn in any 

other 1Ma-:J . 
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Not least important from the educational standpoint is 

the fact that the organisation of the Couracs in 1ondon trings 

nurses of different national i ties unde~ a common roof for a year 

of common study in ~hich tha social sciences pl ay an outstanding 

part . This u.r ~~e:.n3ement provided a unique opportuni t;y for the 

interchan3e of ideas leading to a broadening of the interests of 

the students and a devel opment of their personalities , which could 

hardly be achieved b;y an;y other mEJans . Moreover, being as they are 

in cor:stant touch ( t.r..rough the Old I nternational St1.:1.dents A;3sociation) 

with each othor and with the Laague of Red Cross Societies , the 

grc..dua te s of those C our. .Jt: s huve ever;y op:portuni t:; for maintaini ng in 

their after work an ' esprit de corps ' tusea on the wide sympathies 

and international interests which thay have acquired . 

Ad~::ir. i strati on 

l . The Enucation~!~r~sr~~~~ 

The cducdtional program~e is in the hands o~ a comn itteo 

vhich rGports through the Ac~~omic Bo~ra to the Council of Bodford 

Colle :;u . ·Thi ::3 Corn.~1i t tee 7JaS nomina tea ty BEH1ford C Jlle ge , and its 

present ~andate runs until July 1932; it comprises , under the 

chaL. rr.unship of the P.rir;ci:~al of Be d::=:or':'\ ColL:i.:;o , the r"'.18mbors of 

the Fe.c~lt:; of the College, four re~resentatives of the Educn.tiurn ... l 

Coumlittee of the Colle8e of l~ursinz; , and t"JO ro:presentativos 

nominated "b;:? the Lno.e;ue of Red C.ross Socln~ios , 

As its composition sho·Ns , the purpose of this Committee 

is to ensure i n the adrnir.istration of the Courses the fullest 

co - operation botwesn the College authoritios , the nursin3 profession 

and the Red Gr:) s s . The Comni tte e assumes ent iro ro sponsi bili ty 

for passing on all applicatiorafrom candidates desirous of taking 

the G:)ursc s , which arc for"mra oa to i t with the end orsomcrnt of the 

League , and for the actual programme of work , both practical and 

theor e tical , to be un]ortakon ty the students . 

The special funds allocated ty the ~oaguo far the 

( ducationo.l work in conr:: oxion "Ji th the courses during the period 

1927 - 1932 , aro at the pro~rnnt timG oxpG"r.dcd i n accordance with tho 

recommendat i ons of this Cor11<.t itt co . 
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2 . 15, 1'.e.r..cl:estc:r SCi-U.2.FG 

In J.925 , on the init ia ti vo of lHss Mer. sarykova , Pre sBent 

of the Czo choslavak Red Cress, a fund ~as raised from contributions 

from national Red Crass Sucieties , members of the Leu3ue , for the 

purc~usc of tho lease of a house in LJndon to serve as a residence 

for the stud8~ts attend i ng th8 Courses . ThG League of Rea Cross 

Socisties h&s accordingly acquired the lease of 15 l~nchester Square 

.;until 1955 . The residence i n quest i on is a beautiful ' Adams ' house 

withi~ ton minutes ~alk from Beaf~ra Collage , ana c~ntuins accommodati0n 

for t···onty studer.ts . I t has been furnished throughout 1•1i th furn i ture, 

hbr.gi~gG , otc . donate~ ty aifforent Red C~ass Sociotios and 

ctan ... ctcristic of tho urts and crafts of their ~cos:rx:ctive countries . 

r~o 2ouse CJn~ittae responsible for the aaministrativo arrangements 

and expenditures meets under the chair~anship of tho Principal of 

::?.cC:f Jrd Gslloe;o , an cl co:11prises six members of the N-.irsing A.c1visor~/ 

Committee of the British Jaa CrJss and two no~inees of the ~c~3ue 

of Red C~oss S0cioties . This Committee authorizes all payments in 

conr:cxion ~ith the aaminiatration of tho houso . T~e aflministrativo 

staff com~::4 i30s t'.cJO ::'.:ull-time ·Markers , a s-:.rporinton:1:::mt (an A..::i.orican 

r:urse) u.nf: one assistant , an:l in aa cl i tion u po.rt - time accountant . 

V!nilG r.csignod rrif'.larily to serve as a rosiflence for nurses 

tc.l:ir,G tho International Courses at Bedford College , the house at 

M~nctcster 2suare servos also as a centre for n~rsos co~ing from all 

parts ~f t~c world to study in En3lana . Si~co 1~2G fo1rrtoen special 

stu1snts from ton diffG~Gnt c ountries hbvG mb4o their hea4qu~rtora 

thors ~hilo eng&ge:1 in special stuiies for perio4s varJin3 bat~een 

fQur o~~ths ur:a threo years Cbch . I L ad~ition to such 3pocial students 

~n incrGasing nuotor of nuracs ar.j other visitors intornstoa in ~ea 

C::- oss ·':o:::.--k havo como to loo}:: t .J Kane he s te r Squara ::or Guin a.nee an"\ 

hcl:r:· 1.:iu::.·ing tnoL~ sta:y ir. E:r~3l6.r.:l . When accomr:10nation is avai l ablo , 

brrh~gcmcnts ~~o ma4a to onablo such visitors to stuy in the hou3e for 

b limito1 perio~ an:l all possible facilities are givon thorn to enable 

them to muko vulu~~le contacts , visit instit~tions ani carrp out 
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FJllow-up of Pust Students 
j 

Reference hns been ma do above t o the importance of the 

c ontact maintuinod by the Leo.gue, thr ou gh the Nursing Divisi on of the 

Secret aric.t, with the rast stuaents of the Interno. tiono. l Courses. This 

contact is maintained in three -NuJJS: 

1) - The "Ola Internationa l Stud ents' Associ ati on" which wus 

f ormed in 1925. The membership of this Ass ocia tion comprises o.11 pust 

students c.n<1 its purrose is to maintain ana strengthe n the b :ma between 

them an d to further the cause of internationa l unaerst ending amo nG 

nurs e s in general. The .Associa tion hus its awn constitution ana is 

supj;;Jrtc::l by tho subscriptions an'.'! c'lonatLms of its own members, o.na 

is conse quGntly entirely inde pe nd ent fincncia lly. 

2) - A "Suruner Schc.o lTT - ent a iling three "Jeoks f int ensive 

study - was .Jrgar. is ea exrQ riment ully f,1r rust stu:1ents 'Jf the Courses 

in 1928. Eighty-nine rast stud ents fr~rn t~enty-nine Riffer ent c ountri e s 

a tten :lea this nsumme r Scho ol,, ut Be ·4forn College ann foll(PJe<9 the courses 

given ir. P:cinci :!'_) l e s of Educa. tiJn 3.nd Me thoas ::if Tenching . Tho r esults 

Jbt a inoa in 1 928 ~ere such a s t o ~arrant the roretition of a sh0rt 

c ourse of this ch~r~ctor every five ~ears . 

3) - The League Secre t nr i ot keeps a ll past students on tha 

mc.iling list for the LcE~gue ' s public o. ti ons ; the Nursin g Divisi on keeps 

in t ouch with them by corrosponaonc e ; and ~ers 1nnl cont ac t is 

mtliut~incd ~honovor occasi~n arises in c onnexi on with visits of members 

of th€ Leagus Secrc t uri a t to the Headquarters of nati~na l Rad Cr0ss 

S:)Cieties . 
. ( 1) 

Fino.nee 

EducatLma l Work 

The expe nse s in c onnexion with the e -:luc utLma l rrogro.mme 

h tJ.ve in the past bee n me. Re from the f oll0wing s ,"J urcos : -

1) - A rercent~ge 0f the gr ants ma1e t~ stuaonts in 
the form of scholarshirs, c ithor by thr na ti ona l 
Rea Cr oss Soci e ti ~ s, by the ~0a5uc ()n the 
rscJrnmcnjsti 1n of the na ti Jna l Soci ety c1ncern~a) 
er by Jther ,1r3unisuti :ms . ( 2 ) 

(1) All figu:c0s in this Gna sucsequent sections arc busea vn an nvcrn5e 
a ttcn '.lc.n co .Jf 20 stu.acnts (in 2.ll f or the tw 0 c ·Jursos ) ouch your. 
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2 ) - l\. srecie.l grant naae r:y the League to Bcc'lforcl Collo8e 
for the period 1927-1932. 

3 ) - An approrriatior: from th~ 3encral buaget of the ~eague . 

Ir. ordG::'.' to pu';; this cctivity on L souna financial basis, 
ir.depcr-dont of tho ~ . n . 3.C.S. General Buaget tha following 
cxp€nd iturc ~ill rcquir o to be ~at -

1 . Educ~tionGl Expenditure (28 stud~nts ) 

~cdford Collage & Collc8e of 
I~urBing Fecs . ..... G ••••e• " .. o •o•••• 

C~unt to Bodford Collogo for 
sulo.rics of Nurse l1uto~s , (;xtru 
1 CC t Ul' (~ 1 ... S , C: t C • ••••••••••• o • • ••••• 

Pr~s0ntction of Cortific~tes ...•.. 

Groun.a ::i.cnt ...................... . 
Rt;t<~2 ?c rG.xcs .•. ·~- · .•..•••• ~ · .....• 
I r: s ur a r- c c . . • . • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • . • . • • • 
=:epairs ..................... . . ... . 
Li brtiry . Q ..................... er •••••• 

Sc.l2rias ......................... . 

£ 9A5 . 8. 0. 

~ 7000 o. o. 
30 . o. o. 

~1.670 . \) . o . 

.... 250 • ·) . o. 
270 . o. 0 . 

22.10 . ') . 

2t)i1 • . ,. () . 

30 . I} • o. 
.1 ')') . 0 . o. 
2- ')3. () . I) . 

~:.275 . rn . 0 . 

v: ith t,hc22 t ·~JO il~Jportant items ons'J.roa , Scholnrshirs n•;10.rdocl 
t:y IJe.tiorw.l Societies '~:01::.l~ 01;l:y be: req'J.iroa to cover the 2xponcliti.lre 
for :-

1) Eouschola expGn~iturc incluaing 
foo:-1 , St:::vico, cloani::::.g, ronw·mls .. 

2 ) Students • cxpon3GS for books , subscrip 
tion~.o , cxcurs i onf; , maintonancc r1u.ring 

~ 2 , J6() . 0 . 0 . 

fractic~l work , launary , ate ...... ~l,050 . ') . o. 

~3,110 . Q . o. 

o~ ~rrroximatoly ~155 par :year ror Stuaant . 

Even ~ i th the cost to thn Nationhl Sociotios re4ucAd to 
~155 rcr stu~cnt pGr ye~~ (oxclus ivc of travelling ex,onses ana 
pocket money ) it ie not antic ipLtc~ that a lur~c number of 
Soc i (tics will tc atlG ~o prov i de Scholarships f or Nurses . It i s 
essent i al , thoroforc, th<·.t thn L ci.~uo shoulrl have at its rlir>rosal 
o. fur.:i froLJ 7hich Scholurshiyis cun r·J ffvartl.::d to those soc i At i as 
uns.blc to meet the exrenso themselves . Out o-£ 20 stur1ents it mny 
rcLsJnLtly to 8st i mutdGthat an uverago of 15 ~oula r equire such 
scho l o. rshiy:s. 

(2) It hl.S been the practice of tho !.io a.~u,; to n•varrl o.nnuo. ll:y ton 
'Nho l c s cholc.rshirs or an c QUi valt:nt nur:ibo r of half- e cholarshirs 
to can~iaatrs recommena~4 b? R~4 Cross S1cieties ~hich for any 
ret.:tS·Jn ·•1crc unt:tble thcms<Jlvc::i to bear tho C")St 0f giv ing n scholarship 
t) G. 1ul~' c1ual ii'i ctl cE,n1ido.tc; . The gran~ f0r n 1vh1le sch'iln!.Ghip 
is fl. ,' 00 . 
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T o G lli:l u r; ______ ...._ 

TJk.l ,.l..~ount (n in i murn) rE.C1_ui :rea each year t o ensur e the cont i nuing 
of the Intt1r'...1t..t i onul C:n.:.rses fo r 5 ;y ear s , u. l lo 1ving for an o.vero.;:;e 
of 20 stuac :r:ts r er ye ar -

l . 

2 . 

3 . 

E e'. uc c. t i on E:·Tc na i ture fat Be: a fora 
Collc:,:;e a nd Coll c,30 of Nu.rsing 

Pc r 11u.nc nt Ove::rhe a c'l Chcr 3e s on 
15 LG.r: c :1r st fJ r S quarf: • " ••••••••••••••••••• 

2cholarsl:.i r Fnna , o. l lo·'1ing for 15 
s cho l ars h i r s pG r yea~ ~t 
~rrroxim&tcl~ £155 ~ eh •.•...•••....•..... 

Tot a l per y2ur -

(N av~ mb cr 25t t 1~31) UDproximu t e ly -

~l , 670 o. o. 

1, 275 . 10 . o. 

2 , 325 . o. o. 

:f. [) , 270 . 10 . o. 

g2i. 082 


