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P0ST OF DIR~CTOR I N THE EDVCATION DEP lCRTl\ililJ'I1 

/ 
Nnme of Applicant HESTER CONST.ANGE PARSONS 

Address C/o Matron's Office, St Thomas's Hospital, S;E. 1. 

state Registration No. - 30692. ~ 

College RoJal No. 

Age *--
37 years. 

Training School 

Qualifications 

Experience and -
positions held 
with dates. 

Testimonials from 

23423. ~ 

/ 
St Thomas's Hospital. 

Higher & Lower Certificate of the Oxford & 
Cambridge Joint Board; Certificate of the Central 
Midwives' Board; Diploma in Nursing of the 
University of London. 

Holiday Sister, June 1924 - May 1925. Sister 
of Alexandra Tiard, May 1925 - January 1920. 
Night Superintendent, January 1928 - January 1930. 
Office Sister - Jnnuery 1930 - May 1930. 
Sister or St Thomas's Home for Private Patients, 
May 1930 - August 1930. Of:fice Sister & Sec ond 
.Assistant I .. :o.tron, August 1930. V 

Alicia Lloyd StiLl., Matron, St Thomas' s 
Hospital, S.E. 1. 

Cuthbert Wallace Esq., 26 Upper Wimpole Street, 
H. Maclean Esq., !ID., DSc. , FRCP., Professor 

of :Medicine, University of l Dndon, 
Director, Medical Unit, St Tt: omas 's Hospital.. 

*Where Educated - Berkhampstead Girls Grammar School. 



COPY 0F TZSTI~.TO:NI.AI. 

!ID.tron 1 s Qffioe, 
st. Thomcs 1 s Hospit2l, 

S.E. 1. 

October 3rd , 1930. 

J.~iss Hester Const:- nee Parsons entered the Nightingale 
Trtining School, St. Thom~~s's Hos:pitr.l, in May 1919. :During 
hGr training she gained excellent experience in the wards 2.ncl 
special departments of the Hos pi tril i'.1.nd in her fourth year 
obte.ined expsrience ~n thcs Tuberculosis department as ChB.rge 
Nurse a.ad in st . Thomas 1 s Home for Private Patients. Jliss 
Parsons a lso undertook ward sistersl holiday duties, thus 
gaining valuable insight into ward odministration. 

lfiss Parsons completed her training in October 1923, 
passing 2. ll her Hospital examinations in Cl.r:iss A. She was 
avw.rde cl &n Honour Cert ifi ea te a:ici. hold 0 tl1e Gold I,~edal of her year. 

Subs~q_uently T~iss Pnrsons took her :; ~idwifery trnining nnd 
hcs obtained the Certificate of the Central ~ 'idwives 1 Board. 
In 1929 Miss Parsons studied for, nnd obtained, the Diplor:ie. 
in Nursing of the London University . 

In June 1924 Hiss Parsons wo.s appointed Sister 2nd under
took various administrative posts in the Hospital, as her 
abilities seemed particularly suited to administrative work . 
The posts she held included. Sister in I~atron 1 s Office, and Sister 
in Charge of the Dining Room, both posts involving the organisa
tion of the work nnd supervision of the domestic staff. Sub
sequently Hiss Parsons was appointed Sister in charge of n 
womenrs surgical ward of thirty beds . 

In Junuary 1928 I·:::iss Parsons was transferred to the position 
of Night Superintendent , in which position she is responsible for 
the organisQtion , supervision and general care of the liosp ite l at 
night. This includes the entire charge at night of the wards, 
with the supervision and orgc:.nisntion of the nurses' work. 

In June 1930 Miss P~:rsons w~ s appointed temporarily for 
three months Sister in charge of st. Thomes 1 s Home for ~~ivate 
Patients. :;t . Thomas 1 s Home, while under the Hospit;e.1 a d.ministra-
tion~ has its own organisution npart £ind the Sister in charge is 
responsible for the entire nursing and domestic arrangements 
including the nursing and theatre staff, the domestic 8nd kitchen 
staff Gnd porters. She does the housekeeping nnd is responsible 
for the linen room. 



At the expiration of this temporc.ry appointment :·iss Parsons 
was appointed senior Office Sister which is e quivalent to that 
of Second Assistant Matron and this post ~is s Parsons still holds. 
She is responsible for the maids and the supervision of their 
work and the rooms; also for the supervision of several blocks 
of dormitories. She is in charge of all correspondenco rel at ing 
to the Massage students whether resident or :man-resident, and the 
records of their work. 

Eiss PHrsons is an educnted gentlewoman ~nd has had except
ional opportunities of gaining wide practical experience in 
nursing and general Hospital administration. She has held posts 
of great responsibility in the Hospital in all of which she has 
pro~ed herself an organiser of no mean ability, showing powers of 
reasoning, balanced judgment und practical commonsense. She works 
conscientiously with her colleagues and will ever give of her best 
to any work which she may take up in which her interests are 
enthusiastically engaged. 

( S;i.gne::cl) ALICIP. LLOYD STILL 

Matron st. 1lhomas 1 s Hospital 
Superintendent 

Nightingale Tl:'8.ining 
School. 



COPY OF TESTI?:,lONIAL 

26, Upper Wimpole street, 
V{. 1. 

July 30th 1 1930 . 

Miss H.c. Parsons WRs for a considerable period the 

Sister of my Female Ward at st. Thomasrs Hospital and I 

formed the highest possible opinion of her professional 

attainments. I have been fortunate in my Ward. Sisters 

but I have never had a more capable than ::iss }'arsons. 

She is kind, firm, cheerful and. possessed of administrative 

ability. Since Jl~iss Parsons ceased to be my Sister and 

passed. to . higher posts I have knowledge that she has added 

tto her reputation. 

I am sure that she has all the chara cteristics of a good 

Director and in addition is a kindly and well-read English 

lady·. 

She is a good nurse and has the po'!Ar of enf'oroing her 

standard on her staff. 

(Signed) CUTHBERT VJ.ALL.ACE 



COPY OF TESTI!lONIAL 

2, Elm Park Gardens, 
Chelsen, s.w. 10. 

October 3rd, 1930~ 

Miss Hester c. Parsons informs me that she is a candidate 
for the post of Director in the Education Department of the 
College of Nursing. 

I have known Miss Parsons for seTeral years o.nd can 
testify to her many outstanding qualities for a post such as 
that for which she is now applying~ 

Miss Parsons is an excellent organiser and has a thorough 
training in all the ord).nary branches of nursing work. That 
her ability is far above the ordinary is proved by the fact that 
she won the Gold Medal of her year at st. Thomas 1 s Hospital.. She 
also holds the Diploma in Nursing of the University of London. 

Eiss Parsons hac done duty in my medical wards and has 
always prov-ed most satisfactory in every way . She has had con
siderable experience of both medical end surgic&l wo rk and is an 
excellent practical nurse. Personally she is very helpful and. 
easy to work with, and I am certain that she will prove a very 
pleasant colleague in any sphere in which she may find herself. 

I feel certain that she possesses the '1ualifications necessary 
and have much pleasure 1n recommending her for the post she now seeks . 

(Signed) H. I:ACLEAN, ~m .,Dsc., FRCP ., 

Professor of ;.edicine, Uni versity 
of London. 

Director, t;ed ical Unit, 
st. Thomas 1 s Hospit al. 


