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A b strac t o f t h e s i s >

This th e s is  covers th e  p e rio d  (l6i»JÛ-53) o f  V ane's s ig n i f ic a n t  

p o l i t i c a l  a c t iv i ty  in  England. I t  examines h is  work as a d m in is tra to r  -  

a neg lec ted  a sp ec t o f  h is  c a re e r .  The f lu c tu a t in g  fo rtu n e s  and 

membership o f  the  group le d  by Vane and S t .  John a re  tra c e d ; i t s  

s tru g g le  w ith  H olies*s group was r e f le c te d  in  th e  use made o f  the  

Comnittee o f Both Kingdoms to  deprive p a rliam en t as a v/hole o f 

a u th o r i ty . V ane's m asteiy  o f parliam en tary  t a c t i c s  was o f te n  

dem onstrated, fo r  in s tan c e  in  th e  Self-D enying Ordinance, which had 

im portant p o l i t i c a l  p u rposes. His support o f r e l ig io u s  to le r a t io n  

in  England, I re la n d  and America c o n tra s ts  s tro n g ly  w ith  h is  h a rsh  

a t t i tu d e  to  p o l i t i c a l  o p p o s itio n . By December 1646 H o lie s 's  group 

dominated th e  Commons, and Vane v i r tu a l ly  boyco tted  parliam en t f o r  

some months. Though always aware o f th e  dangers o f m il i ta ry  c o n tro l, 

he was a t  one w ith  some Amy le a d e rs , though no t w ith  th e  L e v e lle rs , 

on mary i s s u e s ,  and when th e  Amy in te rv en ed  i n  1647 he re tu rn e d  to  the  

House.

His a d m in is tra tiv e  g i f t s  were shown by h is  work on th e  Committee 

o f Both Kingdoms, and as Navy T reasu re r; th e  f in a n c ia l  rew ards o f 

the  l a t t e r  o f f i c e  were co n sid erab le  from 1645 onwards. H is w ithdraw al 

from p u b lic  a f f a i r s  in  January  1649 was fo llow ed by a p e rio d  o f  e x tra ­

o rd in ary  a c t iv i t y ,  in  which Vane was the  a r c k i te c t  o f the  Union w ith  

S co tland , the  ab o rtiv e  Union w ith  H olland, and above a l l ,  the  Common­

w ealth  Navy, though he d id  not n e g le c t the  in t e r e s t s  o f  h is  c o n stitu en cy , 

h is  fam ily  o r  h im se lf . He probably  opposed th e  Dutch W'ar a t  f i r s t ,  

but in  December 1652 he w rested  from a r e lu c ta n t  parliam ent a u th o rity
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fo r  an A dm iralty Commission, whose new p o lic y  bore f r u i t  in  

B la k e 's  v ic to ry  o f f  P o rtla n d . By th is  time Vane was p o li t ic a l ly -  

i s o la te d ,  and a t  odds w ith  H e s ilr ig e  and M arten; f r i c t io n  w ith  

Cromwell on naval p o lic y  was fo llow ed  by the  d ism issa l o f th e  Rump.
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The p o l i t i c a l  and a d m in is tra tiv e  c a re e r  o f  S i r  Henry Vane 

the  Younger. 1640-to A p ril  1633*
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

S ir  Henry Vane the  younger^ came o f a fam ily  which had played 

a p a r t  in  the  p u b lic  l i f e  o f  England a t  l e a s t  s ince  the fo u r te e n th

cen tu ry . His g re a t-g ra n d fa th e r  had taken  p a r t  in  % a t t ' s  r e b e l l io n ,
2

and had narrow ly escaped d ea th  fo r  tre a so n , but had liv e d  to  be a 

member o f  E liz a b e th 's  f i r s t  two p a rliam e n ts .^  His g ran d fa th e r  had 

d ied  in  th e  E ng lish  fo rc e s  a t  Rouen, f ig h tin g  f o r  Henry IV o f  Prance, 

in  1596.^  His f a t h e r 's  p a r t  in  E ng lish  d ip lo m a tic , p o l i t i c a l  and 

a d m in is tra tiv e  h is to ry  would re q u ire  a volume to  i t s e l f .  The 

p ro te s ta n t  t r a d i t io n  was s tro n g  in  the  fam ily  -  they were e a r ly  

converts to  th e  Reformed r e l ig io n .^

The e ld e r  Vane was c e r ta in ly  one o f th e  'r i s i n g '  g e n try .

According to  h is  own account^ the  land  he in h e r i te d  in  Kent (where 

the fam ily  had been s e t t l e d  a t  l e a s t  since  Henry V i 's  re ig n )  was 

w orth only £460 a y e a r , o f  which £160 was h is  m o ther's  dowry. But

h is  m arriage to  a w ealthy h e ire s s  and h is  good fo rtune  a t  c o u rt 

enabled him to  b iy  Pairlaw n in  K ent, f o r  £4 ,000 ,^  and in  lé29 he 

purchased e s ta te s  a t  Raby, Barnard C astle  and Long Newton f o r  £18,QUO.®

1. In  t h i s  th e s is  r e f e r r e d  to  as 'Vane' whenever p o s s ib le ,
2 . C o llin s , P eerage , i i i ,  284-293; iv ,  500-303.
3 . R eturn o f  M.P.S, i .  402 , 407.
4 . C o llin s , op . c i t .
3 . I b id .
6 . D alton , Wrays o f  C lentw orth, i i ,  112. His w i f e 's  dowry was £3 ,000.
7 . I b id .
8 . Ib id .
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Young S i r  H enry 's b r id e . Prances Wray, brought w ith  h e r a dowry of

£5>500 , £3,000 o f  which was used to  purchase a farm and o th e r  lands
2

in  S ta in d ro p , the  v i l l a g e  which a d jo in s  Raby C a s tle . At the  same

time th e  e ld e r  Vane purchased  a c o l l i e r y  in  the  Durham c o a lf ie ld ,

C o ck fie ld , f o r  £900.^ In  1648 he purchased  two sm all e s ta te s  near

Pairlaw n f o r  £1,000, p robably  ob ta ined  by lea s in g  the  C ockfie ld  m ine.^

In  1650 he bought y e t  more p ro p e rty , church lands in  county Durham,

th e  manors o f  Wives to e , w ith  a sso c ia te d  c o tta g e s , q u a rr ie s  and m il l s ,

and o f  Evenwood*^ In  1632 he acqu ired  some re n ts  in  Durham and
6

Kent, b u t these  were o f sm all v a lu e . He had a lso  acqu ired  by 1623 

a houàe in  W hiteha ll, f ro n tin g  th e  S tran d , and next to th e  e a r l  o f  

N orthum berland 's.^  Prom th e  Durham lands an annuity  o f  £500 was due 

to  th e  redoub tab le  Lady E lizab e th  H atton ; she purchased t h i s  through
g

t r u s te e s  in  1633#
9

W riting  in  1649 S i r  Heniy Vane se n io r  a s se r te d  th a t  h is  e s ta te s

were w e ll  w orth £3,000 a y e a r , and '^when ny lea se  e x p ire , which w i l l

not be long* they would be w orth n e a re r  £5,000 than  £4,000 a y e a r . 

(Both he and h is  e ld e s t  son were w e ll aware o f the  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f

1 . Raby deeds, in d e n tu re , 30 June 1640 ,
2 . Ib id .in d e n tu re , 15 June 1640.
3 . I b id .in d e n tu re , 28 May l6i*0.
4 . D a lto n , op . c i t . . Raby deeds, in d e n tu re , 25 May 1648; le a se  f o r

seven y ea rs  to  W illiam  Lodge and George Mar le y .
5 . W ill o f  S i r  Henry Vane th e  e ld e r ,  l6 5 5 . P.C .G , Reg. A ylett^  159.
6 . I b id .
7. He w rite s  f o r  th e  f i r s t  time from  Charing Cross in  l623 .

(CSED. 1619- 23 . 530)
8 . Raby deeds, le a s e ,  13 May l633 .
9 . D a lto n , op . c i t .
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A
•improving* r e n ts ) .  The Pairlawn e s t a t e ,  the house a t Charing 

C ross, and the Raby, Barnard C astle  and Long Newton e s ta t e s  were 

a l l  s e t t l e d  on young S ir  Henry in  1640.^ The W ivestoe e s ta te s  and 

the sm all ren ts in  county Durham and Kent were bequeathed to  S ir  W alter 

and Yfilliam Vane, two o f  the younger so n s, by th e ir  fa th e r 's  w i l l ,  

drawn up in  1654,^ He had probably purchased the lands w ith  th is  

in  mind. The e ld er  Vane declared  th a t he had spent £20,000 on 

b u ild in g s , parks, f i s h  ponds and o th er 'con ven ien ces' on h is  three  

manor h ou ses.^

The younger Vane was sen t to  Y/estminster sch oo l,^  where he was 

a contemporary o f  H e s ilr ig e  and Thomas S c o t . In  la te r  l i f e  he 

reta in ed  some connection  w ith  the sch o o l, fo r  i t s  well-known puritan  

headm aster, Lambert Osb a id es  ton , appealed to Vane in  1649 to a s s i s t  

the b r i l l i a n t  and impecunious Henry Stubbe,^ Vane's biographers 

have f a i l e d  to n o tice  th a t i t  was v /h ile Vane was a t sch oo l th at he 

experienced  h is  r e l ig io u s  ' con version ' .  ̂ Ai*ter only a short time at

1 . Vane w rote to  h is  f a th e r  on 9 May 1640 , ' I f  you s h a l l  p lea se  to  
make £600 p e r  annum jo y n tu re  and p re s e n t m aintenance and to  l e t  
the  demesnes o f  B arnard C astle  be p a r t  th e re o f; which in  p re se n t 
doe y e i ld  but £230 p e r  annum o r th e re ab o u t, but some f iv e  o r  s ix  
y e a re s  hence w i l l  improve £100 o r £120 p e r annum and some nine o r 
tenne y ea res  hence w i l l  improve ano ther £100 o r th e reab o u ts* .
S .P . 16/ 452/ 9 2 . See a lso  CSPD.165O, 242.

2 . D alton , op . c i t .
3 . Op. c i t .
4 .  D alton , op . c i t .
5 . VYood, A thenae, i i i ,  578. (V ane's name i s  not in  J .  Welch, L is t

o f sc h o la rs  o f  S t .  P e t e r 's  C ollege, W estm inster, 1788, bu t the
l i s t  i s  obviously  incom plete f o r  th i s  e a r ly  p e r io d ) .

6. See below, p . 118.
7. Though Wood, who had read  S ik es ' b iography, h in ts  a t  t h i s .  Vane's 

'conversion* took p lac e  when he was fo u rte e n  o r f i f t e e n  (S ikes, 
L ife , 7 -8 ) , and he went up to  Oxford a t  about I 6 y e a rs  o f age.
(Wood, o p . c i t . Wood's in fo rm ation  about Vane a t  Oxford was
ob ta in ed  from Stubbe, and i s  th e re fo re  r e l i a b l e ) .
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Oxford, Vane t r a v e l le d  abroad . V iscount Conway's co rresponden t,

G arrard , w rote th a t  th e  e ld e r  V ane's sons were ' a l l  bred up a t  Leyden,

w hile  Clarendon a s se r te d  t h a t  Vane had spent 'some l i t t l e  tim e in
2

Prance and more in  Geneva' • H is f a th e r  t e l l s  us only th a t  he had

brought up h is  e ld e s t  son and s ix  o th e rs  'beyond s e a s ' I f  Vane

in  f a c t  a tten d ed  Leyden u n iv e r s i ty  i t  seems to have l e f t  no rec o rd ,

though many l in k s  between V ane 's  fam ily  and the  Dutch N etherlands

can be d e te c te d , from th e  l630s to  the  l6 5 0 s ,^  and lend  support to

G a rra rd 's  a s s e r t io n .  I t  i s  in te r e s t in g  th a t  C harles Vane, a younger
5

b ro th e r , i s  recorded  as M aster o f  A rts  o f  Saumur. This acadeny was

th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c en tre  o f French pro t e s t  a n t i  sm u n t i l  the  rev o ca tio n

o f the  E d ic t o f  N antes; i t  i s  veiy  p o ss ib le  th a t  Vane s tu d ied  h e re ,
6

l ik e  h is  b ro th e r , and t h i s  would ex p la in  h is  e x c e lle n t  French. In  

1631 he was in  th e  t r a i n  o f  th e  E nglish  ambassador in  V ienna.^ On 

h is  re tu rn  to  England he was d isap p o in ted  in  h is  hopes o f  a p la c e  in
g

the  k in g 's  p r iv y  chamber. (A m il i ta ry  c a re e r  was d i s t a s t e f u l  to
Q

him .) By 1635 he was f r ie n d ly  w ith  JÊym and i ^ ' s  f r ie n d . S i r

1 . CSH). 1635 . 385.
2 . R e b e llio n , i i i ,  35.
3 . D a lton , op . c i t .
4 . See f o r  in s ta n c e , CSPD. 1635. 207, and GJ. i i ,  512. (Two o f  

Vane's b ro th e rs  'have command t h e r e ') .
5 . Wood, F a s t i , i i ,  504.
6 . H a rl. 164 , f .9 4 v .
7. S .P .8O/8/ 19 .
8 . S .P .16/ 211/ 18 . 5 February I 632.
9 . W iUoock, L ife . 27.
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N ath an ie l R ich, and he l e f t  in  th a t  y e a r fo r  M assachusetts.

With h is  unsuccessf'u l c a re e r  in  New England during  the  next two 

y e a r s ,  as Governor o f M assachusetts, th is  study i s  no t concerned, 

though some o f the  f r ie n d s  o r  acquain tances he made th e re , John 

V/inthrop, Hugh P e te rs  and Roger W illiam s, p layed  a p a r t  in  h is  

l a t e r  l i f e .

According to  C larendon, Vane was much reform ed in  h is

'e x tra v a g a n c ie s ',  th a t  i s , h i s  p u r i ta n  c o n v ic tio n s , a f t e r  h is  re tu rn

from New England, and seemed a man 'w e ll  s a t i s f i e d  and composed to 
2

th e  government ' .  But very l i t t l e  i s  known o f  Vane between h is  

r e tu rn  to  England in  1637 and th e  opening o f th e  Long P a rliam en t. 

There are  deeds among the  Raby m anuscrip ts d a tin g  from the  sp rin g  

o f 1638 r e la t in g  to  the  p ro v is io n  made by h is  f a th e r  fo r  N a than ie l 

Ward, the  v ic a r  o f  S ta ind rop , which ad jo in s  Raby C a s tle .^  Ward 

was given the  t i t h e s  of S ta in d ro p , which the  e ld e r  Vane had bought 

some y ears  b e fo re ,^  and some lan d  in  the  p a r is h ,  th e  p ro v is io n  being 

made, so one deed s t a t e s ,  ' f o r  th e  b e t te r  advancement o f th e  w orship 

o f  God fo r  the  fynding  and m ainteyning o f  one a b le , learned  and f i t  

M in is te r '. The word 'M in is te r ' i s  added in  a d i f f e r e n t  hand, as 

though the term  to  be used had been debated , and th e  more P ro te s ta n t

1 . S t r a f fo r d 's  L e tte rs  and D espatches, ed . Know 1 e r, i ,  463.
2 . Clarendon, R eb e llio n , i i i ,  35.
3 . Raby deeds, 20 March 1638. This was no t th e  famous N ath an ie l

Ward o f t h i s  p e rio d . The incumbent o f  S ta indrop  was k i l l e d
in  1644. CSPD. 1644- 5 , 96- 97 .

4 . Raby deed, 22 June 1627.



10.

word f i n a l ly  decided upon. Vane may have suggested o r  encouraged

n is  f a t h e r 's  a c tio n ; th e  f a c t  th a t  h is  f a th e r  promoted the  tra n sa c tio n

only when h is  son was w ith  him lends support to  th is  su p p o s itio n , and

c e r ta in ly  the  younger man took some p a r t  in  arrang ing  i t . ^  At some

p o in t during  the  1630s Vane was a tten d in g  the m eetings he ld  by a

p u r i ta n  o f Barnard C a s tle , Matthew S to d d a rt, on h is  p r iv a te  days

2o f  f a s t in g  and h u m ilia tio n , but th i s  could have been e i th e r  before

o r a f t e r  V ane's v i s i t  to  M assachusetts.

In  1639 Vane embarked on what was to  prove a long c a re e r  in

naval a d m in is tra tio n , when in  January  o f  th a t  y e a r he became jo in t -

t r e a s u re r  o f th e  navy w ith  S i r  W illiam  R u s s e ll .  The e a r l  o f

Northum berland, the  e ld e r  V ane's f r ie n d  and neighbour, had sought

the  p o st f o r  young Vane, but f a i l e d .  The k ing  however g ran te d  i t

a t  th e  s u i t  o f  Vane's f a th e r .  The n a if -s h a re  o f th e  o f f ic e  was
3

c e r ta in ly  o b ta in ed  by p u rch ase . The value o f th e  o f f ic e  i s  d i f f i c u l t  

to  e s ta b l is h .  P ro fe s so r  Aylmer accep ted  £800 p e r  annum as i t s  worth

1 . CSPD.1638-39. 12-13.
2 . v*.H.l. L o n g sta ffe , The Acts o f  the  High Commission Court w ith in  

the  D iocese o f  Durham, S u rtees Soc. v o l. xxxiv , (Durham, 1838)» 
p . 193, note a . Quoted R. Howell, 'P u ritan ism  in  Newcastle 
before  the  sunraoning o f  th e  Long P a r lia m e n t ',  A rcheologia
A e lian a , s e r .  i v ,  v o l . x l i ,  1963. S toddart was l a t e r  an e ld e r  
in  the  P re sb y te ria n  c la s s is  f o r  S ta in d ro p . Shaw, E ng lish  Church, 
i i ,  367- 68. Vane was a t  Raby in  1638.

3 . 'The o f f ic e  w hereof Mr. Vane now stan d e th  possessed  o f i s  worth 
£800 p .a n n . and i f  S ir  W illiam R u sse ll dy w i l l  be w orth as much 
more . . .  I f  Mr. Vane d ispose  o f th e  o f f ic e ,  then i f  S i r  Henry 
Vane re s c ie ve the  whole b e n e fit  hee to  make up £800 p .a n . 
m ain ten an ce '. S .P .1 6 /4 3 V 9 2 .I . (S i r  C hristopher Wray o r h is  
re p re se n ta tiv e  to  S i r  Henry Vane the  e ld e r ) .
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1
to  a s in g le  t r e a s u re r ,  but from the  l e t t e r  whence th i s  f ig u re  was

2
o r ig in a l ly  derived  i t  i s  c le a r  th a t  th e  £800 would be V ane's

share a lo n e . Even t h i s  sum seems inadequate  fo r  an o f f ic e  which

contem poraries agreed was a veiy  p r o f i ta b le  one,^ and according to

the  w arran t fo r  monthly payment in  January  1639, the v a lue  o f  the

poundage, i f  navy expend itu re  continued a t  th e  same r a t e ,  v/ould have
4

been over £4,000 a y e a r  to  a s in g le  h o ld e r o f  th e  o f f i c e .  The

o f f i c i a l l y  adm itted poundage however b ears  no r e la t io n  to  th is

f ig u re .  In  1638 S ir  W illiam  R u sse ll, according to h is  account fo r
5

th a t  y e a r ,  drew £275*5s.6d. as poundage. When he and Vane p resen ted

th e i r  j o in t  account fo r  1639 th e i r  poundage ( to  be d iv id ed  equally

between them according to  th e  terms o f V ane's appointm ent), amounted 
6

to  £728.14s.O d. The navy t r e a s u re r  had sources o f  income however

o u ts id e  h i s  o f f i c i a l  f e e s  and allov/ances, and probably £800 can be 

accepted  as the minimum f ig u re  which a jo in t - t r e a s u r e r  m ight be expected 

to  d e riv e  from the  p o s t .  As jo in t - t r e a s u r e r  o f  the  navy. Vane was 

re sp o n s ib le , w ith  R u ss e ll , f o r  the  ship-money accounts. No doubt he 

a lready  knew something o f  naval a f f a i r s  -  h is  f a th e r  had been a navy

T i  Aylmer, 207. —
2 . See no te  3 , p .  10.
3 . C larendon c a l le d  i t  an o f f ic e  o f g re a t  t r u s t  and p r o f i t  

(R e b e llio n , i i i ,  3 4 ) , and Hollond (308) d ec la red  i t  to  be 
a 'warm th in g '.

4 . CSH).1638- 9 , 307 . 11 January  1639. The expenditure  on th e  navy 
was over £26,000 a month.

5 . A.0 . 1/ 170V 81.
6. A.0.I/17<V83.
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commissioner since  1632. In  1639 th e  m ajo rity  o f  th e  weekly accounts 

were signed  by both  t r e a s u re r s ,  though on those accounts signed by one 

man o n ly . Vane signed considerab ly  more f o r  th e  1638 ship-money levy than  

d id  R u ss e ll .  No doubt V ane's r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  was h e ld  to begin  w ith  the  

1638 accoun ts , though he d id  sign  fo u r f o r  1637.^ The foim o f th e  weekly 

accoun ts , and o f  th e  annual ones, d id  no t change w ith  V ane's appointm ent.

As Navy T reasu rer Vane soon showed the  energy and e ff ic ie n c y  were 

were to  mark a l l  h is  c a re e r .  N icholas w rote in  J u ly  l6i*0, 'The new 

t r e a s u r e r  o f the  navy ta k e s  very much upon him, and has a lread y , as I  

h e a r , w earied  a l l  th e  o f f ic e r s  o f the  n a v y '.^  They may w e ll  have been 

'w e a rie d ' by one change in troduced  in to  navy a d m in is tra tio n  two months 

a f t e r  V ane's appointm ent, and probably  th e re fo re  due to  Vane; in s te a d  

o f  the p r in c ip a l  o f f i c e r s  of the  navy charging  the se rv ic e  accounts w ith  

payments fo r  th e i r  lo d g in g , f i r in g  and d in n ers  vdien they were in  London 

f o r  t h e i r  m eetings, a f ix e d  sum each y e a r  was allowed them fo r  these  

expenses. The king saved over £300 a y e a r  by the  new arrangement#^

The f a c t  th a t  Vane was a government o f f i c i a l  i s  o f course no in d ic a tio n  

o f  h is  a t t i tu d e  to  the  ad m in is tra tio n  a t  t h i s  time -  Fym. he ld  a p o s t as

a R eceiver in  the Exchequer, and many o th e r  le a d e rs  o f  o p p o sitio n

1. D.N.B.
2 . CSH). 1638-391 passim ; no tes 5 and 6, p .1 1 .
3 . CSED.1639, 383, 10 J u ly ,  1639.
if. P riv y  Seal D ocket, Index, IND.6789, Mar. l639 . There a re  o th e r

in d ic a tio n s  o f  V ane's o f f i c i a l  a c t iv i ty  a t  th is  tim e, e .g .
CSPD. 1638-39. 368; i b id .  1640. 137. I  have found no in d ic a tio n  
th a t  Vane advanced money to  th e  government in  th e  same way th a t  h is  
f e l lo w - tre a s u re r  had done, except on one o ccasion , to  be described  
below. For R u sse ll  see R. Ashton, *The d isb u rs in g  o f f i c i a l  under 
th e  e a r ly  S tu a r ts  ; the  cases o f S i r  W illiam R u sse ll and P h il ip  
B urlam ach i', B u lle t in  o f the I n s t i t u t e  o f  H is to r ic a l  Research, xxx, 
1937, 162- 174. For the  l a t e r  va lue  o f th e  Navy T re a su re r 's  o f f ic e
to Vane, see below, p p . 237-8.
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to  th e  k in g  were a lso  ro y a l  o f f i c i a l s .  There i s  some ev idence  

however t h a t  a t  th e  end o f  1639 Vane was reg a rd ed  as a r e l i a b l e  'co u rt*  

c an d id a te  f o r  p a r lia m e n t, f o r  t h i s  seems th e  on ly  re a so n a b le  i n t e r ­

p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  k in g 's  e x tra o rd in a ry  a c t io n ,  d e sc r ib e d  e lsew here , 

i n  o rd e r in g  th e  w ith d raw al o f  an exchequer c o u rt case  a g a in s t  th e  

c o rp o ra tio n  o f  H u ll . T his was th e  p r ic e  p a id  f o r  V ane 's e le c t io n
A

to  th e  S ho rt P a r lia m e n t.

One i s  te n p te d  to  b e lie v e  th a t  Vane never a tte n d e d  th a t

p a r l ia m e n t. He was n o t nom inated to  a s in g le  com m ittee, though

S t .  Jo n n , w ith  whom he cou ld  be compared f o r  lack  o f  p a rlia m e n ta iy
2

e x p e r ie n c e , was named to  s ix .  Vane was very busy a t  t h i s  tim e 

w ith  b u s in e ss  a f f a i r s  i n  connec tion  w ith  h is  m arriage  to  F rances 

W ray,^ and perhaps t h i s  caused him to  ab sen t h im se lf  from  p a r lia m e n t.

H is m arriage  took p la c e  on 1 s t  J u ly  162*0^, and in  view o f  th e  w e ll-  

known p u r i ta n  sym pathies o f  h is  b r id e 's  fa m ily ,^  i t  would seem th a t  

th e  e ld e r  Vane must have sh a red  th e  W rays' v ie w s ,in  s p i te  o f  C laren d o n 's  

a s s e r t io n  t h a t  Vane s e n io r  ' l ik e d  th e  government o f bo th  Church and

S t a t e ' . ^  But even i f  th e  e ld e r  Vane had not been in c l in e d  to

P u rita n ism , th e  e a r l  o f S t r a f f o r d 's  p ro v o c a tiv e  a c tio n  in  ta k in g  the  

barony o f  Raby as one o f  h is  t i t l e s  in  F ebruary  1640 was w e l l - c a lc u la te d  

to  d r iv e  th e  Vanes in to  th e  camp o f  th o se  who h a te d  th e  e a r l .

I t  would seem from  th e  l e t t e r s  (a lre a d y  q u o ted ), concern ing  the

1 . V.A. Rowe, 'S i r  Heniy Vane th e  Younger as M.P. f o r  H u l l ' ,
N otes and Q u erie s , New S e r ie s ,  v o l .  v i .  No. 1 , January  1939.

2 . g .  i i ,  4 -1 4 , passim .
3 . A la rg e  number o f  deeds in  connec tion  w ith  the  m arriage  se ttle m e n t

a re  reco rd ed  a t  Raby,
4 . D a lto n , op . c i t .
3 . I b id .
6 . R e b e llio n , v i ,  411.
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A
m arriag e  se ttle m e n t o f Vane and F rances Wray, and th e  fam ily  deeds, 

t h a t  he was to  enjoy th e  £800 a y e a r  which i t  was th en  reckoned th a t  

h i s  sh a re  o f  the  navy t r e a s u r e r 's  o f f i c e  would be w o rth , and th a t  h i s  

b r id e  would have £600 a y e a r  from th e  lan d s  s e t t l e d  upon h e r  a t  h e r  

m a rr ia g e . The e ld e r  Vane a lso  s e t t l e d  on h is  son th e  t h i r d  p a r t  o f  

th e  sub-poena o iT ice  in  Chancery, which he had bought some y e a rs  b e fo re . 

Vane was m arried  a t  S t .  M ary 's , Lambeth, though th e  Vane house in  th e  

S tra n d  was j u s t  o p p o s ite  S t .  M a r t in 's - in - th e -F ie I d s  -  p robab ly  S t .

M a r t in 's  was not p u r i ta n  enough f o r  h im se lf  and h is  f a t h e r .  Vane 

had been k n ig h ted  e ig h t  days b e fo re .^  H is f r ie n d s h ip  w ith  F y m  

c o n tin u e d , f o r  Pÿm came to  see him in  Septem ber -  when Vane had an 

ague. C larendon say s^  -  and th e  famous copy v/as made o f  h i s  f a t h e r 's  

n o te s  o f  a P riv y  C ouncil m eeting which was used by to  p rocu re  

S t r a f f o r d 's  d e a th . Vane d id  n o t ta k e  p a r t  in  th e  S c o ts  War, n o t­

w ith s ta n d in g  a s s e r t io n s  to th e  c o n tra ry  by h is  d e t r a c to r s  and b io g ra p h e rs . '

The Vane 'co n n e c tio n ' in  p a r lia m en t, in  so fa r  as i t  depended on 

co n sa n g u in e ity , was remarkably sm a ll, sm a ller  indeed  probably than  

th a t o f  most M .P.S. Young V ane's fa th e r - in - la w , S ir  C hristopher  

Wray, was a prominent member o f  the Lower House, and Wray's h a lf -b r o th e r ,

$ . Raby deed s; 'The s e ttle m e n t o f  th e  in h e r i ta n c e  in  th e  N o r th ',
30 June  1640, and S .P . 16/4.52/92.

2 . D a lto n , op . c i t .
3 . Shaw, K n ig h ts , i i ,  207.
4.. C larendon , R e b e llio n , i i i ,  131» I f  Vane had c o n tra c te d  m a la ria

ab road , i t  would go f a r  to e x p la in  h is  l a t e r  i l l - h e a l t h .
5 . See below , p ,  35.
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1 2 
S i r  John  Wray, and b ro th e r - in - la w . S i r  % w ard Ayscough, were

a lso  members. V ane 's name f ig u re s  la r g e ly  i n  th e  Wray fam ily

deeds o f  th e  p e r io d , and h is  t i e s  w ith  h i s  w i f e 's  fa m ily  were

p ro b ab ly  c lo s e ,  (They d id  n o t p rev en t S i r  C h ris to p h e r Wray from

being  a le a d in g  member o f  H o l ie s 's  g ro u p ) . S i r  Thomas Pelham , M.P,

f o r  S ussex  county , was a b ro th e r - in - la w  o f  Vane;^ among S i r
5

Thom as's f r ie n d s  were Henry and P e re g r in e  Pelham and An to ry  S ta p le y .

V ane 's  fam ily  co n n ec tio n s  in  p a rliam e n t seem to  have ex tended  no f a r t h e r  

th an  t h i s .

The two Vanes however had f r i e n d ly  r e l a t i o n s  o r  b u s in e ss  t i e s  

w ith  a number o f  o th e r  M.P.S and p e e r s .  The e ld e r  Vane s a t  f o r  

W ilton  in  l6/*0,^ which would in d ic a te  t h a t  he counted th e  e a r l  o f  

Pembroke among h is  w e ll-w is h e rs , bu t a common a n tip a th y  to  th e  e a r l  

o f  S t r a f fo r d  may e x p la in  t h i s .  C o rn e liu s  H olland was s a id  to  have 

been a ' l in k -b o y ' tak en  in to  the  e ld e r  V ane 's  se rv ic e  a f t e r  h i s  f a th e r
7

had d ie d  i n  p r iso n  f o r  d e b t;  he was c e r t a in ly  one o f  th e  p a r t i e s  to

th e  1640 m arriage  s e t t le m e n t and a lso  one o f  th e  o v e rs e e rs  o f  th e

8e ld e r  V an e 's  w i l l ,  so t h a t  th e  co n n ec tio n  between th e  two men la s te d

1 . M addison, L in c o ln s h ire  P e d ig re e s , i v ,  1323. S i r  A ntory Irb y  
was an o th e r b ro th e r - in - la w  o f  S i r  C h r is to p h e r ,

2 . 'My b r o th e r .  S i r  Edward Ayscough' was a t r u s t e e ,  v /ith  Vane, 
under S i r  C h r is to p h e r 's  w i l l ,  P .O .0 .36  Tw isse. 4  O ctober 1645.

3 . W ray 's w i l l ,  o p . c i t , ; D a lto n , op . c i t ,  i i ,  app. 24; w i l l  o f  
S i r  C h r is to p h e r 's  widow. Lady A lb in ia , P .C .G , Reg. 174, B ath ,

4 . W illco c k , 352 ,
5 . K e e le r , 302. R e tu rn  o f  M .Ps, 483, P e re g r in e  Pelham was V ane's fe llo w  

M.P, f o r  H u ll .
6 . R e tu rn  o f  M .Ps, i ,  484 ,
7 . 'The Second C e n tu r i e ', E 465(13); Ghipps o f  th e  Old B lock , 669,

f .23  f , 1 4 ,
8 . Op. c i t . D'Ewes c a l le d  H olland th e  e ld e r  V ane 's s e rv a n t ,  e .g .

H a r l.  l 6 4 . f .  334v.
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u n t i l  th e  end o f  th e  o ld e r  m an's l i f e .  Through h is  f r ie n d s h ip  w ith  

F y m  Vane was l in k e d  w ith  th e  e x te n s iv e  W arw ick-B arrington-S t .John  

g ro u p . There i s  no s ig n  however th a t  Vane showed Warwick any 

f r ie n d s h ip  in  p o l i t i c s  -  such ev idence a s  th e r e  i s  in d ic a te s  r a th e r
A

h o s t i l i t y  between th e  two men, S t .  John and Vane were p ro b ab ly  

c lo s e  f r i e n d s ,  and c e r ta in ly  c lo s e  p o l i t i c a l  a s s o c ia te s .  The 

e a r l  o f  N orthum berland and th e  e ld e r  Vane were f r ie n d s  as w e ll  as 

n e ig h b o u rs ,^  b u t th e  e a r l  was a ls o  a reform ing  Lord High A d m ira l,^  

and h is  o f f i c i a l  d u t ie s  brought him in to  c lo se  c o n ta c t w ith  th e
c

younger Vane b e fo re  th e  Long P a rliam en t began. The e ld e r  Vane was

a c lo se  f r ie n d  o f  the  E le c t r e s s  P a la t in e ,^  and one o f h is  d a u g h te rs

m arried  h e r  s te w ard . S i r  R obert Honeywood, in  1642;^ t h i s  would be

a l in k  w ith  th e  many M .P.s who were in te r e s te d  i n  th e  fo r tu n e s  o f

th e  W inter Queen. W illiam  Say, a 're c ré a it e r '  M .P ., was a f r i e n d

o f  th e  e ld e r  Vane by th e  tim e th e  l a t t e r ' s  w i l l  was drawn up in  
. 8

1654. He a lso  had a d i s t a n t  co n n ec tio n  w ith  th e  m uch-respected  

N orthern  M .P ., S i r  Thomas W iddrington; a c o lo u r fu l  N ew castle

1 . See below ppJO , 215.
2 . See below p .  40 .
3 . HMC. 3 rd  Rep, App. 82; CSPD.1645-47» 215.
4 . H ollond , D isc o u rse s , 25.
5 . Lord A d m ira ll h a th  se n t f o r  raee to  a t te n d  h is  L ordship

w ith  a l l  p o s s ib le  s p e e d '.  S ,P . 16 /452 /92 .
6 . See below p .  91.
7 . W illco ck , 352.
8 . Op. c i t .
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c h a ra c te r ,  Mark Shafto  ( ' s i x —b o t t le  M a rk ') , who was a c t in g  as

stew ard  a t  S i r  Heniy Vane s e n io r 's  c o u r ts  baron and c o u r ts  l e  e t

in  1645^ , was W iddrington ' s f a th e r - in - la w . Shafto  was a c lo se

f r ie n d  o f  th e  e ld e r  V ane 's  s o l i c i t o r  in  l e g a l  m a tte r s , Heniy 
2

D i n g l y . In c id e n ta l ly ,  when th e  e ld e r  Vane became th e  lead in g

member o f  th e  im portan t Oommittee o f  th e  K in g 's  Revenue, C o rne liu s

H olland  was one o f  th e  com m ittee,^ and i t s  s e c re ta ry  was Edward 
4

C ousins, who had been in  S ir  Heniy Vane s e n io r 's  employ b e fo re
3

1640, d e a lin g  w ith  e s t a t e  m a tte r s .

V ane 's  l in k s  w ith  th o se  viio a fte rw a rd s  took th e  r o y a l i s t  s id e

were few -  perhaps t h i s  p a r t ly  accoun ts f o r  h i s  somewhat unoon^rom ising

a t t i tu d e  towards 'M a lig n a n ts '. L ilb u m e  accused V ane 's  n ex t b ro th e r ,
6

S ir  George, who managed th e  fam ily  c o l l i e r i e s  and l iv e d  a t  Long

Newton, o f  be ing  a r o y a l i s t  a t  f i r s t ,  b u t t h i s ,  though p ro b ab le , i s

n o t c e r t a in .  S i r  George V ane's f a th e r - in - la w . S i r  L io n e l Maddison,

a r o y a l i s t  a t  th e  beg inn ing  o f  the  C iv i l  War, changed s id e s  j u s t
7

b e fo re  th e  storm ing o f  N ew castle. The e ld e r  V ane 's  fo u r th  son.

1 . R ecords o f  C.C. Durham, 337#
2 . I b id .
3 . See e .g .  B M Jldd.l9 , 398 (L e t te r  from  the Oommittee to  th e  G oiporatioi 

o f  Norwich, s ig n ed  by Vane, H olland and o th e r s ) .
4 .  GSH).l644. 235 .
5 . CSPD. 1639*4 0 # 530 . Clement W alker s ta te d  t h a t  th e  e ld e r  V ane's 

'm a n '. Cozens, ' i s  c le a rk e  to  th e  Committee, and g e ts  £2,000 p . a .  
by i t '  (The Second C en tu rie , o p . c i t . )  Note a lso  CSPD.1645-47# 58»

6 . CSED.1644- 45# 9^-97#
7 . See below p./4^5*.
2. x - h ' . -  '.372#
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S i r  a l t e r ,  was c e r ta in ly  a r o y a l i s t ;^  i t  was p robab ly  he who 

was to  save Vane from th e  loathsom e to r tu r e s  a s so c ia te d  w ith  a 

t r a i t o r ' s  d e a th .^

V a n e 's  p re p a ra tio n  f o r  h is  p u b lic  c a r e e r  in  England may be 

seen  to  have in c lu d ed  a p e r io d  o f  C o n tin e n ta l  t r a v e l  l i k e l y  to  

have re in fo rc e d  th e  i n t e r e s t  in  fo re ig n  a f f a i r s  th a t  h i s  f a t h e r 's  

d ip lo m a tic  e^^ e rien ce  would have g iven  him . He had a ls o  had 

e x p e rien c e  as Governor o f  M assach u se tts , and n e a r ly  two y e a r s  o f  

a c t iv e  work in  n a v a l a d m in is tr a t io n . He came o f  s to u t  p r o te s ta n t  

s to c k , who had su f fe re d  f o r  t h e i r  f a i t h ,  and h is  e d u ca tio n  and 

m arriag e  were c a lc u la te d  to  s tre n g th e n  t h i s  f a c t o r  i n  V ane 's 

in h e r i ta n c e .  He and h i s  w ife  p robab ly  en joyed  a j o i n t  income o f  

some £1 ,400  a y e a r ,  b u t w ith  th e  p ro sp e c t  o f  mucii more when o ld  

S i r  Henry Vane should  d i e .  i^m i s  th e  one f r ie n d  Vane i s  known to  have 

had in  England when th e  Long P a rlia m e n t m et, and only  some h a l f -  

dozen members o f  p a rlia m e n t were a t  a l l  c lo s e ly  r e l a te d  to  him .

But h i s  v a r ie d  ex p erien ce  b e fo re  164O gave him an advantage ov e r 

a lm ost a l l  h is  c o n tem p o ra rie s , and foreshadow ed h is  m ajor i n t e r e s t s  

i n  th e  Long P a r lia m e n t, r e l i g io n ,  th e  navy , and fo re ig n  p o l ic y .  In  

th e  two l a t t e r  su b je c ts  no-one who su p p o rted  th e  P a rlia m e n ta ry  cause 

i n  1642 , excep t h i s  own f a t h e r ,  p o sse sse d  V ane 's e x p e r t  knowledge.

1 . H is knighthood i s  n o t  l i s t e d  in  Shaw 's K n ig h ts , bu t h i s  f a th e r  
r e f e r s  to  him as S i r  W alte r Vane in  h i s  w i l l  o f  l6 5 4 . He must 
th e r e f o re  have been k n ig h te d  d u rin g  th e  C iv i l  War, and t h i s  would 
a cco rd  w ith  th e  f a c t  t h a t  C harles I I  appo in ted  him in  1664, only  
two y e a r s  a f t e r  S i r  H en ry 's  e x e c u tio n , a s  envoy to  th e  E le c to r  
o f  B randenburg. (M. C ranston , John  Locke, a b io g rap h y , 1957, 81 ) .

2 . Wood, A thenae. i i i ,  578.
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c h a p . i .  The r i s e  to  le a d e rsh ip  (November 164Û- 

Deoember 1643).
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Vane d id  n o t come to  th e  fo re  in  the  f i r s t  th r e e  y e a rs  o f

th e  long P a rlia m e n t a s  qu ick ly  as h i s  o u ts ta n d in g  a b i l i t i e s  would

le a d  one to  e x p e c t. Perhaps h is  you th  and in e x p e r ie n c e , h is

re c o rd  as governor o f  M assach u se tts , h i s  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  sh ip -

money, o r  a l l  t h r e e ,  account f o r  h i s  com parative ly  slow r i s e  to

le a d e rs h ip  in  th e  House. Not u n t i l  e a r ly  in  1642 was he employed

in  th e  d r a f t in g  o f  documents, and n o t u n t i l  a f t e r  lÿ m 's  d e a th  was

he chairm an o f  a com m ittee. The re c o rd s  o f th e  d e b a te s  confirm

C la re n d o n 's  s ta te m e n t t h a t  a t  th e  beg inn ing  o f  th e  Long P a rlia m e n t

some e ig h t  o r  n in e  men managed th e  'd e s ig n s ',  t h a t  i s ,  th e  p o l i t i c a l

p la n n in g ; Vane was among th e  ' s to u t  se co n d e rs ' who were t r u s te d

on^y upon o c c a s io n . D uring th e  f i r s t  two months indeed  he was

on no im portan t g e n e ra l oom m ittee, excep t th o se  on th e  navy and
2

r e l i g io n ,  th e  on ly  two su b je c ts  on w hich he spoke.

In  Jan u ary  164I however the  House began to  ap p o in t him to
3

im p o rtan t com m ittees, and in  M arch, as a r e s u l t  o f  h i s  work on 

one o f  th e s e ,^  he was f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e g iven  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  f o r

fo rm u la tin g  th e  w ish e s , and th e re fo re  “to some e x te n t  th e  p o lic y  o f

1 . C larendon, R e b e llio n , i i i ,  55 .
2 . These two s u b je c ts  a re  s e p a ra te ly  c o n s id e re d .
3 . C J . i i ,6 7 .1 2  J a n u a ry . T his com m ittee was to  c o n s id e r  how money

cou ld  be o b ta in ed  f o r  th e  army, i t  l a t e r  o b ta in e d  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  
f o r  th e  r e l i e f  o f  th e  N orthern  c o u n tie s ,  and th e  navy, and Vane, 
though a lre a d y  a member was added to  i t ;  a not in f re q u e n t 
o c c u rre n c e . I b i d . , 82 ,83 . There was a m u l t ip l i c i ty  o f  com m ittees
a t  t h i s  tim e -  f o r  V ane 's  membership o f  two com m ittees which were
to  meet a t  th e  same tim e , see i b i d .1 39 .

4 .  The com nittee  f o r  p re p a r in g  the  tunnage and poundage b i l l ,  which
a ls o  co n sid ered  how to  o b ta in  money f o r  th e  navy u rg e n t ly .  I b id .»
107 . 18 Mar.
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th e  H ouse. In  th e  same month he began to  be appo in ted  as a

r e p o r te r  o f  co n fe ren ces  w ith  th e  L ords, and in  May he managed

a co n fe ren ce  w ith  th e  Lords f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e , though i t  seems
2

th a t  V ane 's  p a r t  was to  d e a l  v^ith n a v a l to p ic s .  The Commons'

growing re s p e c t  f o r  Vane was shown in  th e  same month when h is

name re p la c e d  K ir to n 's  i n  th e  B i l l  o f  S u b s id ie s  Committee, K irto n

having d isg ra c e d  h im se lf  in  the  eyes o f  th e  House by d e c la r in g  th a t

S t r a f f o r d 's  t r i a l  was u n ju s t .^  A l l  th ro u g h  th a t  summer he was

coming to  th e  fo re  as a member o f  im p o rtan t o rg a n is in g  com m ittees.^

Vane was n o t however in  th e  same c a te g o iy  a s  lym as a le a d e r

o f  th e  House, a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  th e  autumn o f  1643, and i t  i s  c e r t a in

th a t  he canno t be reckoned  one o f th e  h a lf-d o z e n  fo rem ost men in
5

th e  Commons u n t i l  th e  tim e o f ly m 's  i l l n e s s .  He was n o t chairm an

o f  a s in g le  Commons com m ittee , though on one occasion  he d id  take
6

o v er such d u t ie s  from P ie r r e p o n t ,  who was in d isp o se d . The k ing  

h im se lf  d id  n o t re g a rd  Vane d u rin g  l642 and 1643 as one o f  h is  

le a d in g  opponen ts; Vane was n o t one o f  th e  famous F iv e  Members o f  

Jan u ary  1642, and though , a s  l a t e  a s  Ju n e  1643, th e  k in g  speaks o f  

th e  House of Commons b e in g  overawed by a pow erfu l f a c t io n .  Vane was

1 . I b i d . 109.20 Mar.
2 . Ç J. i i ,  140, 8 May.
3 . I b i d . 137. 6 May. A m is tak e  had ag a in  been made in  th e  naming o f

com m ittee members -  K i r to n 's  name was no t on th e  o r ig in a l
com m ittee, i b i d . 130 . 30 A p r i l .

4 .  I b i d . 180, 188, 190, 207-8, 210.
5 . The P u r i ta n  w r i t e r  who l i s t s  ' th e  b e s t '  o f  th e  k in g 's  su b je c ts  in  

O ct. 1642 names 15 M.Ps o r  p e e r s ,  b u t does n o t in c lu d e  Vane.
A Speedy P o s t from  Heaven to  th e  King o f  England. E.121 ( 6 ) .

6 . H a r l .162 , f .3 9 1 v . 18 Feb. 1642 .
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n o t one o f  th e  members o f  p a rlia m e n t excep ted  from  th e  lo y a l  o f f e r
i

o f  p a rd o n . In  t h i s  same month Edmund W alle r and h is  fe l lo w -

c o n s p ira to r s  p lanned  to  a r r e s t  Say, Ynharton, Pym, S ta p le to n , H a n se n
2

and S tro d e , bu t th e re  was no m ention o f  Vane,

N e v e r th e le s s , even in  th e s e  y e a r s ,  he was e n e rg e t ic a l ly  employed

in  p a r l ia m e n t 's  a f f a i r s .  A f te r  th e  a ttem p ted  a r r e s t  o f  th e  F ive

Members, he was appo in ted  to  s e v e ra l  im p o rtan t com m ittees connected
3

w ith  t h i s  in c id e n t .  Work on th e s e , on d r a f t in g  and o th e r  com m ittees 

occupied  him from Jan u ary  to  A p r i l  1642, By th e  beg inn ing  o f  1642 

th e  Commons had a lso  become aware th a t  Vane was extrem ely s k i l f u l  

i n  d r a f t in g  docum ents, and one o f  th e  f e a tu r e s  o f  t h i s  and th e  fo llo w in g  

y e a r  i s  th e  frequency  w ith  w hich Vane was appo in ted  to com m ittees 

e n tru s te d  w ith  t h i s  k in d  o f  d u iy .^  When an answer to  a p e t i t i o n  had 

to  be fram ed, o r  a re p ly  to  a message from  th e  S c o t t is h  com m issioners 

o r  th e  k ing  had to  be composed, Vane was v e iy  l ik e ly  to  be one o f  th e  

com m ittee.

1 . H a r l .  164 f .2 7 8 v . 27 Ju n e  1643.
2 . I b id , f .3 9 6 v .
3 . GJ. i i ,  368 ,376 ,382 .
4 . See e .g .  ^ . i i ,  388 ,439 ,449 ,478 ,513 . A f te r  th e  d ism is sa l  o f  th e

Vanes from t h e i r  o f f i c i a l  p o s ts  in  Dec, 1641 i t  i s  more o f te n  
d i f f i c u l t  to  d ec id e  w hich o f  th e  two i s  in d ic a te d  when on ly  th e  
name 'S i r  Henry Vane' i s  w r i t t e n ,  fo r  th e  e ld e r  Vane was no
lo n g er 'M r. T re a s u re r ' a f t e r  t h a t  d a te .  M oreover between 4  Aug. and 
Dec. 1641 he had accompanied C harles to  S c o tla n d  ( C J . i i .2 3 6 ) .  
O ccasio n a lly  D'Ewes e s ta b l is h e s  th e  i d e n t i ty  which th e  J o u rn a ls  
leav e  undecided  ( e .g .  GJ.  i i ,  625.15 June 1642, and H a r l. 163 , f .1 6 2 ), 
and le s s  o f te n  th e  Jo u rn a ls  them selves c l a r i f y  th e  p o in t  l a t e r
(C J. i i ,  665) ,  o r  id e n t i f y  th e  Vane to  whom D'Ewes r e f e r s  (H a r l.
1164, f.2^6 and ^ , i i , 266) ,  b u t th e re  a re  many o ccasio n s  on which i t  
i s  im possib le  to say w hether Vane ju n io r  o r  h is  f a th e r  i s  be ing  
r e f e r r e d  t o .  On r a r e  o c ca s io n s  on ly  th e  surname i s  g iv en , i n  which 
case  George Vane, M.P. f o r  Ga ld in g to n , C ornw all, i s  a lso  a 
can d id a te  f o r  r e c o g n itio n .
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There i s  ev idence  in  1642 and 1643 th a t  Vane was a lre ad y  

c r i t i c a l  o f  th e  Upper House. When on 8 P eb ruaiy  1642 th e  Lords 

made amendments to  a Commons* d e c la r a t io n  co n ce rn in g  th e  f o r t s  and 

m i l i t i a  o f  th e  kingdom, Vane su g g ested  *wee may send upp to  th e  

Lords in  ou r m essage t h a t  wee shou ld  consen t to  th e r  amendments • 

upon c o n d itio n  th a t  they  would consen t to  o u r a d d it io n s ,*  D 'Ewes, 

evidentl^^ s c a n d a lis e d  a t  V ane's a t t i t u d e ,  spoke a g a in s t  'su ch  a 

c o n d it io n a l!  m essag e ,' In  th e  fo llo v /in g  month Vane was im p a tie n t 

a t  th e  de lay  o f  th e  Upper House in  d e a lin g  w ith  one o f  P a r l ia m e n t 's  

b ro ad s id es  in  th e  'pam phle t w ar' o f  1642. He moved th a t  'wee m ight

send upp to  th e  Lords to  quicken them concern ing  o u r d e c la ra t io n  o f

2the  cau ses and rem edies o f  o u r e v i l l s , '  O ther M .P .s added s im ila r

c o m p la in ts , and i t  v/as Vane who was se n t up to  th e  Lords to  e x p e d ite
3

th e  m a tte r  he had r a i s e d .  In  Ja n u a iy  1643 when th e  Commons were 

asked  to  concur w ith  a r e p o r t  by th e  Lords concern ing  th e  e a r l  o f  

L e ic e s te r  and I r e la n d  -  L e ic e s te r  had been c r i t ic is e d  f o r  n o t ta k in g

4up h is  d u t ie s  in  I r e la n d  -  Vane was one o f  th e  t e l l e r s  f o r  th e  N oes, 

More s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  when in  May 1643 th e  Commons were d is c u s s in g  

th e  p ro v is io n  o f  a new G reat S e a l ,  Vane wanted th e  b i l l  so p h rased
5

t h a t  th e  two houses o r  e i t h e r  o f  them should  p ro v id e  a remedy -  

a c le a r  in d ic a t io n  th a t  Vane c o n s id e re d  th a t  l e g i s l a t i v e  power lay  

in  th e  hands o f  th e  Commons a lo n e . C e r ta in ly  i t  would be d i f f i c u l t

1 . H a rl. 164, f .2 3 7 .
2 . H a r l. 162, f .4 3 v .  23 M ar.l642 .
3 . G J.11 ,493 .
4 . G J.11,947, 28 J a n .l6 4 3 .
5 . H a r l .162 , f . 388 ,  11 May 1643. The I t a l i c s  a re  m ine.



24.

to  b e lie v e  t h a t  th e  Lords th en  a t  W estm inster could  cla im  any

l e g i s l a t i v e  power # ie n  in  t h a t  summer t h e i r  numbers a t  d iv is io n

tim e t o t a l l e d  on ly  s ix t e e n .  Vane was e v id e n t ly  anxious th a t

the making o f  a new Great S e a l  should go through; when th e Lords

se n t m essages d e s i r in g  a con ference  w ith  th e  Commons which would

p u t an end to  th e  d is c u s s io n  in  th e  low er House f o r  th a t  d ay , i t

was Vane who moved t h a t  the  House shou ld  ta k e  up th e  m a tte r  o f the
2

S ea l on th e  fo llo w in g  m orning. But Vane d erid ed , th e  id e a  t h a t  

th e  members shou ld  c o n s u lt  t h e i r  c o n s t i tu e n ts  on im p o rtan t m a t te r s .  

When K illig re w  argued in  A p r i l  1642 th a t  b e fo re  th e  House concluded 

m a tte rs  o f  'g r e a t  moment* i t  should  send some M.P.S in to  each  county 

to  have th e  c o u n iy 's  co n sen t f o r  ' i t  was n o t th e  e n a c tin g  o f  a 

Law t h a t  made i t  in  fo rc e  b u t th e  v / i l l in g  obed ience  to  i t ' .  Vane 

and o th e r s  took  'g r e a t  e x c e p tio n s ' to  K i l l ig r e w 's  words, though 

u n fo r tu n a te ly  D'Ewes does n o t t e l l  us w hat Vane s a id  in  th e  'h o t  

d e b a te ' th a t  fo llo w ed .^

I t  i s  r e le v a n t  to  c o n s id e r  in  co n n ec tio n  w ith  V ane 's a t t i t u d e  

bo th  to  th e  Upper House and to  peace th e  n e g o tia t io n s  which th e  

French envoy, th e  Comte d 'H a rc o u r t ,  hoped to  i n i t i a t e  in  1643, f o r  

he re  Vane p lay e d  an im p o rtan t p a r t .  Vane re p o r te d  th e  co n fe ren ce

1 . H a r l.  165 , f . 125, 11 J u l . 1643 . For ly m 's  d e c la ra t io n  to  th e  Lords 
as e a r ly  as Nov.164I t h a t  th e  Commons w ere th e  r e p re s e n ta t iv e  
body see  G ard in e r, H is to ry  . .  1603-42, x ,9 4 .

2 . I b id . .  f .3 8 9 ,  12 May 1643 .
3 . H a r l . l6 2 ,f .5 8 v .  1 A pr. 1642 .
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w ith  th e  Lords a t  w hich H a rc o u r t 's  approach to  th e  e a r l  o f
1

N orthum berland was d e sc r ib e d , and when a Commons com m ittee to

c o n s id e r  th e s e  o v e r tu re s  was s e t  up , th e  c a re  o f th e  m a tte r  was
2

• e s p e c ia l ly  recommended* to  Vane, He was one o f  th e  managers

o f  th e  conference w ith  th e  Lords on th e  rep ]y  to  be made to  
3

H a rc o u rt. Vane was a t  l e a s t  p a r t l y  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  re p ly
4

w hich th e  Commons fo rm u la te d , and i t s  d i f f e re n c e s  from th e  answer

th a t  th e  Lords had d r a f te d  a re  s i g n i f i c a n t .  The Commons d e le te d

th e  Lords* e x p re ss io n  o f th an k fu ln ess  to  th e  F rench  k in g  and queen,

and to  th e  *most a f f e c t io n a te  d e s i r e  * o f  th e  French k in g  to  p rocu re

peace  in  England, b u t in c lu d e d  a re fe re n c e  to  th e  l i b e r t i e s  o f  th e

th re e  ki,ngdoms, v/hich th e  Lords had n o t m entioned, and to  th e
3

Solemn League and C ovenant. The L ords answer prom ised  th a t  when 

H arco u rt approached P a r l ia m e n t, th e  two Houses would ansv/er ih  

such a way as to  make i t  ev id e n t th a t  no th in g  was more d e s ire d  by 

them th a n  p eace . The Commons* com m ittee*s d r a f t  does n o t prom ise 

an answ er, on ly  t h a t  P a rlia m e n t would do * th a t  w hich s h a l l  be f i t * , 

and a l l  re fe re n c e  to  th e  d e s i r e  f o r  peace  was o m itte d . The t o t a l  

e f f e c t  i s  o f  a v e ry  c h i l l y  welcome in d eed  to  the  F rench  m ediation  

p ro p o s a ls .  H arco u rt t r i e d  once more to  in te rv e n e  i n  the  d isp u te  

betw een the  k ing  and p a r lia m e n t, and ag a in  i t  was p ro b ab ly  Vane who

1 . Har 1 .165 , f .2 0 9 .  1 4 N o v .l6 4 3 .
2 . ^ . i i i ,  316, 20 Nov. 1643.
3 . I b i d . . 317. 22 N ov.1643 .
4 . The quorum f o r  th e  d r a f t in g  comm ittee was fo u r , o f  whom Vane

would have to  be one , as th e  m a tte r  had been * e s p e c ia l ly  recommended* 
to  him .

5 . C J. i i i ,  318.
6 . C J . i i i ,  318. 22 Nov. 1643.
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was d r a f t in g  r e p l i e s  to  th e  Lords and managing conf'erences, though

th e  c le rk  does n o t make i t  c l e a r  in  th e  jo u rn a ls  w hether he i s
i

r e f e r r in g  to  Vane s e n io r .
2

A lle g a tio n s  o f  V ane 's  d u p l ic i iy  re c e iv e  su p p o rt from  some 

o f  h is  a c tio n s  i n  1643. In  March th e  Commons in s t r u c te d  f iv e  o f  

t h e i r  members, in c lu d in g  M arten and Curdon, to  d e s tro y  th e  su p e r­

s t i t i o u s  monuments in  th e  c h ap e l o f  Som erset House, H e n r ie t ta  M a ria 's  

p r iv a te  re s id e n c e , which was se rv ed  by Capuchin f r i a r s .  The members 

c a r r ie d  o u t t h e i r  d u t ie s  w ith  z e a l ,  and a r r e s te d  f iv e  o f  th e  f r i a r s . ^

A f o r tn ig h t  l a t e r  a p r o te s t  was despatched  from th e  French k in g ; 

h is  A gent, M onsieur B u rin , w ished to  p re s e n t  i t  to  th e  House. Vane 

opposed th e  re c e p tio n  o f  th e  l e t t e r ;  he argued  th a t  th e  House d id  

n o t know w hether M onsieur B u rin  was indeed  th e  French k in g 's  a g en t, 

b u t, as  D 'Swes p o in te d  o u t ,  th e  House had g iv en  p a sse s  to  t r a v e l  

to  M onsieur B u r in 's  s e rv a n ts ,  th u s  im p l ic i t ly  a cc ep tin g  liis  c r e d e n t ia l s ,  

on ly  two o r  th r e e  days b e fo r e .^  V ane 's sp ec io u s  argum ent was 

undoubtedly  being used to  p r o te c t  M arten , Curdon and th e  o th e r s  from 

a t ta c k ;  i t  c an n o t have s tre n g th e n e d  h is  r e p u ta t io n  f o r  h o n e s ty . 

I n c id e n ta l ly ,  he v/as a lso  im p l i c i t ly  defend ing  th e  r ig h ts  o f  th e  

Commons as a g a in s t  the  Lords -  th e  p e e rs  had re fu se d  to  su p p o rt th e

1 . I b i d . , 325 , 327 , 330 (Vane ju n io r ) ,  352 ,364 . The a f f a i r  dragged 
on in to  J a n . l6 4 4 .

2 . C larendon , R e b e llio n , i i i ,  34 . *0f g re a t  n a tu r a l  p a r t s  & o f  v e iy  
p rofound d is s im u la t io n . '

3 . C J * i i ,  843, 1001. 13 Mar. 1643; H a r l.1 6 4 ,3 4 8 v ., 368v. L'Ewes 
co n s id e re d  th a t  M arten had o b ta in e d  th e  o rd e r  a s  a means o f  
d e lay in g  peace t a l k s ,  i b i d , . f .3 6 1 . M arten was n o t n o ted  f o r  
r e l ig io u s  z e a l ,  and D'Ewes was p ro b ab ly  r i g h t .

4 . H a r l .  I 64 , f .3 6 6 . 13 Apr. 1643. The House had a c tu a l ly  done so 
on 5 A p r., i b i d . , f .336 .
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Lower House i n  t h i s  m a tte r ,  and th e  Gommons a lone  had a u th o r is e d

M a rten 's  a c t io n ,  A d is in g en u o u s a t t i tu d e  on V ane 's  p a r t  i s

r e f l e c te d  a ls o  d u rin g  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n s  in to  th e  W aller p lo t  two

months l a t e r .  When th e  Lord Mayor had been thanked f o r  h i s  'c a r e

and p a in s ' in  d isc o v e r in g  th e  p l o t ,  i t  was Vane who moved as th e

Mayor was going  o u t ,  th a t  he m ight be : 'd e s i r e d  to  conceale t h i s

b u s in e ss  o f  th e  new co n sp iracy  u n t i l  i t  should  be p u b lish ed  in to
2

th e  c i ty  by o rd e r  o f  the  house *, There was no obvious reaso n  f o r  

concealm ent.

At tim es Vane showed a r u th le s s  s id e  to  h i s  c h a ra c te r .  When 

d e t a i l s  o f  W a lle r 's  p lo t  had been l a i d  b e fo re  th e  House, G-lyn moved 

th a t  th e  e a r l  o f  M anchester m ight name M .P.s who h e ld  command in  

th e  arny to  t r y  W aller and h is  f e l lo w -c o n s p ira to r s  by m a r t ia l  law . 

V arious members began to  excuse them selves from t h i s  d u ty , and H o lies  

moved: ' t h a t  wee m ight bee very  waiy how wee proceeded  in  ta k in g  away

th e  l iv e s  o f  men and to  goe upon su re  ground ' ,  Glyn r e p l ie d  t h a t  

th e  Judge A dvocate o f  the  Amy (D o ris la u s )  avouched th ese  p ro ceed in g s 

to  be acco rd ing  to  th s  use and custom o f  o th e r  a rm ies . I t  i s  under­

s tan d ab le  t h a t ,  a s  D'Ewes w r i t e s :  'T h is  made d iv e r s  to  d i s l i k e  th e

p roceed ings more than  fo rm e rly , see in g  th a t  th e  l iv e s  o f  men w ere to  

be tak en  away upon an a d v o c a te 's  o p in io n , be ing  a lso  o f H o lla n d . '

But Vane su p p o rted  Glyn in  a rg u in g  th a t  M anchester had th e  n e ce ssa ry

1 . M a rte n 's  speech  in  I 646 . H a rrin g to n , B.M, Add, 10, 114, f #22.
2 . H a r l. 164P. 398v. 6 June  1643 .
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pov/er to  t i y  th e  accused by c o u r t  m a r t ia l ,  though t h i s  must seem
1

a most u n ju s t  p roceed ing  to  any modern r e a d e r .

A gain, in  O ctober 1643, when re p o r t in g  to  th e  House on th e

n e g o tia t io n s  w hich le d  to  th e  Solemn League and Covenant, Vane

inform ed th e  House t h a t  the  S co ts  had d e c la re d  th a t  a l l  who re fu s e d

th e  Covenant were to  be d e c la re d  enemies to  th e  k ing  and s t a t e  and

th e  t ru e  r e l i g io n ,  in ca p ab le  o f  b earin g  any o f f i c e  i n  th e  common-
2

w e a lth , and t h e i r  lan d s  and goods were to  be c o n f is c a te d . On 

6 November, th e  House d isc u sse d  what punishm ent should  be i n f l i c t e d  

on M.P.S who had re fu se d  to  ta k e  th e  C ovenant, (The E n g lish  v e rs io n  

had no p e n a l c la u se  a t ta c h e d ) .  W h ittak er im p lie s  th a t  Vane aga in  

re p e a te d  th e  S c o ts ' p e n a l t i e s .^

On a v e iy  la rg e  number o f  com m ittees Vane was a fellow-m em ber 

w ith  ïÿm . In  P ro fe s s o r  H e x te r 's  b r i l l i a n t  s tu d y  o f  Pym 's c a re e r  

in  th e  Long P a rliam en t^  -  f o r  a l l  i t s  rem arkable q u a l i t i e s  -  th e re  

a re  some im p o rtan t q u a l i f ic a t io n s  to  be made concern ing  I ^ ' s  r e l a t io n s  

w ith  Vane. I f  P ro fe s s o r  H e x te r 's  view o f  ïÿm as a le a d e r  who h e ld  in  

check e x tre m is ts  o f  b o th  s id e s ,  and who won o v e r th e  'm id d le ' group 

i s  c o r r e c t ,  th en  i t  would seem t h a t  Vane c o u ld  n o t have been w orking in

a l l ia n c e  w ith  him, f o r  Vane s tre n u o u s ly  opposed peace n e g o t ia t io n s .

1 . H a r l .1 6 3 ,f .103#29 J u n .1643. Two o f  W a lle r 's  accom plices were 
t r i e d  on one day and execu ted  two days l a t e r .  W alle r h im se lf  
escaped w ith  a f i n e .  D.N.B. A r t ,  sub Edmund W alle r . A r o y a l i s t  
pam phleteer (E .334(14) w r i t in g  in  l6 4 9 , remembered th a t  D o r is la u s  
had 'made a s h i f t  to  hang Tomkins <& C h a llo n er i n  broken D u tc h if ie d  
E n g l i s h '.  669 f . 10( 33) has one o r  two d e t a i l s  o f  th e  p lo t  n o t 
m entioned in  G a rd in e r .

2 . W h ittak e r , f ,  86v. 26 O c t. l6 4 3 .
3 . I b id .  f . 90 . On th e  fo llo w in g  day Vane took c a re  to  inform  th e  

Commons, apropos o f  an o th e r m a t te r ,  t h a t  th e  m a s te rs , c a p ta in s  and 
crews o f  sh ip s  would no t be p e rm itte d  to  go to  sea  w ith o u t ta k in g  
th e  Covenant. BM. Add. 18, 778 f .8 4 .

4 .  J .H . H ex te r, R eign o f  King Pym. Cambridge, M ass ., 1941.



d u rin g  the w in te r  o f  1642, and d u r in g  th e  fo llo w in g  sp r in g , and

peace n e g o tia t io n s  w ere the  m ajor p o lic y  on which th e  House d iv id e d .

On t h i s  su b je c t  however iym was more in tr a n s ig e n t  th an  P ro fe s s o r

H ex ter a llo w s. I t  i s  t r u e  th a t  som ething depends on o n e 's  view

o f  th e  p r a c t i c a b i l i t y  o f peace n e g o t ia t io n s .  P ro fe s s o r  H ex ter

th in lcs th a t  th e  k in g 's  r e f u s a l  to  acc ep t S ir  John Evelyn as one

o f  P a r l ia m e n t 's  n e g o t ia to r s  was 'a  f lim sy  p r e t e x t ' f o r  b reak ing  o f f
1

r e l a t i o n s  w ith  p a r l ia m e n t, and th a t  h i s  r e f u s a l  o f  P a r l ia m e n t 's
2

fo u r  p ro p o s it io n s  e ig h te e n  days l a t e r  was p ro v o c a tiv e . But 

P a r lia m e n t was su re ly  e q u a lly  p ro v o c a tiv e  i n  s e q u e s te r in g  th e  k in g 's  

revenue and d e lin q u e n ts ' e s t a t e s  j u s t  a t  th e  tim e v/hen peace 

n e g o tia t io n s  were l ik e ly  to  g e t under way -  and th e s e  r a d ic a l  f i n a n c ia l  

m easures were p a r t  o f  Pym 's p o l ic y ,^  M oreover i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  

see  why Evelyn cou ld  no t have been re p la c e d  by a n o th e r  n e g o tia to r .

On th e  q u e s tio n , d is c u s s e d  in  F eb ruary  1643, o f i n s i s t i n g  on disbandm ent 

by bo th  s id e s  b e fo re  t r e a t i n g  w ith  th e  k in g , ly m 's  language was more 

d ip lo m a tic , -  he was much more aware o f  the  im portance o f p u b lic

1 . I b i d . . 16.
2 . I b id ..1 7 c
3 . G J . i i ,  823. Reign o f  King Pym. 18.
4 . ' I t  w i l l  be a d isad v an tag e  to  us and draw a p a r t i e  a g a in s t  us

i f  we t r e a t e  no t b e fo re  soe th e  f o r t s  may be p u t t  in to  in d i f f e r e n t  
hands; th e  f o r t s  a re  f o r  th e  p ro te c t io n  o f th e  kingdom ;' [ ^ i .e .  
Pym wants the q u e s tio n  o f th e  f o r t s  m agazines e t c .  s e t t l e d  b e fo re
th e  n e g o tia t io n s  f o r  a peace t r e a ty  p ro p e r , b u t th e  use o f the
word ' t r e a t  ' h e re  has a so o th in g  e f f e c t  ^  • The speech ends 
however, ' I f  th e  k ing  y e e ld  n o t to  a d isband inge  we s h a l l  have 
no hope o f p e a c e '.  Add.18, 777, f .131 . 11 Feb . D'Ewes l i s t s  
Vane, M artin , Pyra, S trode & Wentworth in  th a t  o rd e r ,  as th e  'h o t  
s p i r i t s '  opposing peace . H a r l.  16 4 f . 301v .
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o p in io n  than  Vane -  b u t h is  c o n c lu s io n  was th e  same. C e r ta in ly

Pym had reason  to  d i s t r u s t  the  k in g , b u t tn e  q u e s tio n  here  i s  no t

w hether th e  'w ar p a r t y 's '  p o lic y  was th e  only p r a c t i c a l  p o l ic y ,

bu t w nether pym su p p o rted  i t .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  b e lie v e  th a t

th e  p ro p o s it io n s  made by p a rliam e n t in  August 1642 and February
2

1643 were r e a l ly  made w ith  a view to  ach iev ing  p e a c e . Even i f  they  

were however, how can th e  vow and covenant whicn pym p lead ed  f o r  so 

' vehem ently ' in  O ctober 1642, and th e  impeachment o f  th e  queen, be 

re p re se n te d  as o th e r  th an  m easures in te n d e d  to  widen th e  r i f t  between 

the  su p p o r te rs  o f  p a rlia m e n t and th o se  o f  the  k ing? N e ith e r  measure 

can be defended as c o n s tru c t iv e  war m easures, and bo th  were p re ­

em inen tly  Pym's w ork,^ Pym 's cla im  to  be regarded  a s  le a d e r  o f  

th e  'w ar p a r ty ' r e s t s  on more than  D 'Ew es' i l l - te m p e re d  a s s e r t io n s .

T hat Vane h im se lf  v ig o ro u sly  opposed peace n e g o tia t io n s  in  a 

f o r t n r i g h t  way v/hich ev inced  h is  im p a tien ce  w ith  the  whole id ea  o f  

' t r e a t i n g ' w ith  th e  k in g  i s  no t open to  doub t. As e a r ly  as  A p ril  

1642 , when he opposed K illig re w  on what m ight be c a l le d  a 're fe ren d u m ' 

he was in c id e n ta l ly  a tta c k in g  th e  peace p a r ty ,  f o r  i t  i s  su re ly  h a rd ly  

p o s s ib le  to  doubt t h a t  th e  country  would have been in  fav o u r o f

1 . ' I f  we change o u r debate  and t r e a t e ,  we should  t r e a t e  upon th o se
p o in ts  as may induce  th e  kingdom to  joy  ne w ith  u s* . I b i d . , f  .137*

2 . One may in s ta n c e  no . i i  in  th e  February  p ro p o s i t io n s ,  th a t  th e
k ing  snould  leav e  d e lin q u e n ts  to  a l e g a l  t r i a l  and judgement o f  
p a r l ia m e n t, and n o . v i i i ,  under which L e n th a ll  would be M aster o f  
th e  R o l ls ,  R o lle  a judge o f  th e  K in g 's  Bench, and Browne a baron 
o f  th e  Exchequer -  why should th e se  appointm ents be i n s i s t e d  
upon? G ard iner, C o n s t i tu t io n a l  Docum ents, 262-267.

3 . R eign o f  King pym, 29-30.
4 . See p .  24  above.
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co n tin u ed  n e g o t ia t io n s ,  even a canprom ise, r a th e r  th a n  w ar. When

a t  the end o f August 1642 Culpeper had come w ith  a message from

C h a rle s , D'Ev/es b e lie v e d  th a t  M arten and S trode  d id  n o t v/ant Culpeper

ad m itted  and h is  message re a d , l e s t  t h i s  should  le a d  to  p e ac e , and

th a t  i t  was f o r  t h i s  re a so n  th a t  M arten in tro d u c e d  th e  q u e s tio n  o f

th e  covenant of adherence to  th e  e a r l  o f  E ssex . T h is covenant had

been p a sse d , and many M .P .s had g iven  t h e i r  in d iv id u a l  su p p o rt,o n

11 A ugust. The House had re so lv e d  t h a t  M .P.s who were n o t p re s e n t

on t h a t  day should  d e c la re  t h e i r  su p p o rt f o r  Essex when th e y  nex t came

in to  th e  House, b u t  th e  Commons J o u rn a ls  g iv e  no s ig n  t h a t  t h i s  was

done, and D'Ewes says t h a t  he had come in to  th e  House on s e v e ra l

days a f t e r  th e  covenant had been p a sse d , b u t had never been asked to

g iv e  h i s  a s s e n t .  There can be l i t t l e  doub t t h a t  M arten was r a i s in g

th e  m a tte r  a s  a d iv e r s io n  to  p rev e n t C u lp e p e r 's  re q u e s t from  being

co n s id e re d  -  he guessed  th a t  th e  covenant to  suppo rt Essex would

le a d  to  c o n tro v e rsy , w hich i t  d id ,  and m ight w e ll  hope t h a t  Culpeper

v/ould r e tu r n  to  York, e i t h e r  in  d e s p a ir ,  o r  i n  in d ig n a tio n  a t  th e
1

tre a tm e n t he was re c e iv in g *  Glyn d e c la re d  h is  a s se n t  to  the
2

co v en an t, and was im m ediately  fo llo w ed  by Vane, and i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  

to  c o n s tru e  V ane's a c t io n  o th e r  than  as su p p o rt to th e  'v /ar p a r t y ' , 

o r  a t  any r a t e  as o p p o s it io n  to any compromise.

1 . F o r th e  h u m ilia t io n  to  which C ulpeper was t r e a te d ,  see 
C.M. w illia m s , un p u b lish ed  PhJD. t h e s i s ,  Oxford, 1954, 'The 
p o l i t i c a l  c a re e r  o f  Henry I t o r t e n . . . ' .

2 . H a r l .1 63, f .3 0 3 v . 27 Aug. 1642 .
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A gain , i n  November 1642, when H o lies  and o th e r s  v /anted peace

p ro p o s i t io n s  sen t to th e  k in g . Vane vehem ently opposed th e  p la n ,

' l e a s t e  we send p ro p o s i t io n s  w hich w i l l  be re tu rn e d  us a g a in  to

o u r SCOrn e . I f  we send p r o p o s i t io n s ',  he concluded , ' t o  send thoGa

when we a re  in  good case  ' .  S im ila r ly  in  February  1643 he d e c la re d

he w u ld  have no t r e a ty  b e fo re  th e  d isb a n d in g . 'We a re  to  have no

m ed ia to rs  between us and the  k in g . . .o u r  purpose w i l l  be accom plished

w ith o u t a t r e a t y ,  because th e  d is b a n d in g .. .w i l l  c a rry  us on in  o u r
2

a n c ie n t way o f p a r l ia m e n t. ' A few days l a t e r ,  when th e  Lords were

o b je c tin g  to  th e  demand f o r  p r i o r  d isb a n d in g . Vane shov/ed h i s

im pa tience  to p ro se c u te  th e  war by sa y in g j ' ^  L et us J  p ropose  we

d e s ir e  an o rd in an ce  f o r  money. [  T h is would dem onstra te  p a r l ia m e n t 's

in te n t io n  to  co n tin u e  th e  w a r .]  The Lords w i l l  not a g re e . The

d isag reem en t i s  on t h e i r  s id e .  We must n o t recede  ou r v o te s  e l s

th e  Lords w i l l  no t agree -with u s ,  and th e r e f o re  would have th e  q u estio n
3

p u t t  w hether we should  adhere to  our form er v o t e s . ' In  h i s  u sua l 

p o l i t e r  language P y m  had j u s t  s a id  th a t  th e  Lords would e v e n tu a lly  

g iv e  way. 'The Lords w i l l  n o t adhere to  t h e i r  v o te s  a b s o lu te ly , but 

w ith  l i m i t a t i o n s . . . b e f o r e ,  they  voted a t r e a t y  b e fo re  d isb an d in g  and a 

c e s s a t io n  from  h o s t i l i t i e s  w ith o u t l im i t a t io n  o f  tyme, now th ey  would 

have a r e s o lu t io n  f o r  tw en ty  day es f o r  th e  c e s sa tio n * ^  -  i . e .  th e

Lords had a lre a d y  g iven  way on th e  d u ra tio n  o f  th e  a rm is t ic e .  may

1. Add. I 8 ,7 7 7 ,f .6 4 .
2. I b id . ,  f .1 4 9 , 11 Feb.
3 .  I b id . .  f . l 5 7 .
4 . I b id .



33 .

have had to  r e s t r a i n  h i s  y o u th fu l c o l le a g u e 's  exuberance , bu t 

th e re  was no r e a l  d i f f e r e n c e  o f p o l ic y  between them. P robably  

bo th  knew th a t  th e  k in g  would n o t d isb an d  h is  fo rc e s  b e fo re  e n te r in g  

in to  n e g o tia t io n s  -  th e  r o y a l i s t s  had been w inn ing .

L a te r  on th a t  same day S ta p le to n , who was opposing  n e g o tia t io n s

w ith  th e  k ing  d u rin g  t h i s  p e r io d , moved th a t  no t on ly  th e  disbandm ent

o f  th e  arm ies bu t a ls o  th e  r e tu r n  o f  f o r t s ,  sh ip s  and m agazines to

th e  k in g  should  be d is c u s se d  by th e  Commons b e fo re  any o th e r  peace

p ro p o s i t io n s  were d e a l t  w ith . S ta p le to n  e v id e n tly  though t t h a t  h i s

a d d it io n  would h in d e r  th e  p a ss in g  o f  the  peace p ro p o sa ls  in  th e

Commons, fo r  among th e  peace  p a r ty  th e re  would be many who would be

dub ious o f  handing o v e r f o r t s  and m agazines to th e  k ing  a t  a s ta g e

when peace n e g o tia t io n s  m ight f a i l  and h o s t i l i t i e s  have to  be resum ed.

Vane and Rigby however d i s l ik e d  S ta p le to n 's  amendment, ' f e a r in g  t h a t

i t  would Cause the whole question to passe w ith  the l e s  se op p osition '
2

th e  f e e l in g  in  fav o u r o f  peace was very  s tro n g , and some w avering 

M.P.S m ight v o te  f o r  S ta p le to n 's  m otion j u s t  because i t  would make 

f u r t h e r  r e s is ta n c e  to  th e  k ing  im p o ssib le  and th e re fo re  ensure a speedy 

p e a c e .^  On t h i s  o ccasio n  as on o th e r s  in  F eb ru ary , th e  'w ar p a r ty ' 

was d e fe a te d , and on 1 March peace p ro p o sa ls  were se n t to  th e  k in g .

1 . H a r l .  I6 if, f .3 0 1 v . 17 Feb . l6 4 3 .
2 . G a rd in e r, CW., i ,  93 .
3 . D'Swes i s  obscure  on Vane and S ta p le to n 's  m o tiv e s , b u t t h i s

seems th e  m ost rea so n a b le  ex p lan a tio n #
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On 18 March, when th e  second Oxford p ro p o sa ls  a c tu a l ly  p assed  

th e  Commons, Vane was one of th o se  who a b sen ted  th em se lv es, 

s in c e  they saw they  would n o t be ab le  to persuade  th e  House to  

vo te  f b r  t h e i r  p o l ic y ;  t h i s  w ithd raw al from  p a rlia m e n t when he was 

in  a m in o rity  has p a r a l l e l s  in  V ane 's  l a t e r  c a r e e r .

I t  should  be n o ted  t h a t  Vane d id  no t j o i n  i n  th e  a t ta c k s

th a t  were made by M arten, Rigby and Mildmay on th e  Committee o f
2

the  S a fe ty , Pym 's Committee. C e r ta in ly  th e  e ld e r  Vane was o f te n  

i t s  chairm an, b u t Vane did. n o t s c ru p le  to  oppose h is  f a th e r  on 

o c ca s io n , and he would n o t have k e p t s i l e n t  ou t o f  lo y a l ty  to  him. 

V ane's p o lic y  on t h i s ,  as on so much e l s e ,  was in  l in e  w ith  ly m 's .

The S c o t t i s h  a l l i a n c e  was Pym* s p o l ic y ,^  and Vane was s e n t  to  c a rry  

i t  o u t ,  which he would h a rd ly  have been chosen to  do i f  Pym had n o t 

f e l t  CO up le  t e  conti.dence in  him .

But i f  lym and Vane were in  s u b s ta n t ia l  agreem ent on p o l ic y  i t  

would seem on a s u p e r f i c i a l  re a d in g  o f  th e  so u rces  t h a t  they  d id  

d i i 'f e r  in  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  t o  two peop le  -  th e  e a r l  o f  Essex and Henry 

M arten. A f te r  th e  f a i l u r e  o f  the March 1643 peace p ro p o s i t io n s  

su g g e s tio n s  f o r  an accommodation were no t renewed u n t i l  J u ly ,  when the  

e a r l  o f  E ssex took  th e  i n i t i a t i v e .  In  a l e t t e r  to th e  Commons he 

suggested  t h a t :  ' I f  the  House should  th in k e  i t  f i t t  to  d e s ir e  peace

o f  h is  M a je s tie  hee v/ished t h a t  some p ro p o s it io n s  to  th a t  end m ight 

s p e e d ! l ie  be s e n t  unto h im .' S tro d e , W entworth and o th e r  'v io l e n t

1 . H a r l .1 64, f .3 3 4 .
2 . For t h e i r  a t ta c k s  see Reign o f  King pym, 58.
3 . I b id . . 30 . H a r l.1 64, f .3 8 l v .  1 May 1Ô43.
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s p i r i t s *  were o bserved  to  'p lu c k  t h e i r  h a t t s  over t h e r  e y e s ',

presum ably to  e x p re ss  t h e i r  im pa tience  w ith  th e  e a r l ' s  a t t i t u d e ,

and d u rin g  th e  d e b a te  Vane made a s a r c a s t i c  sp eech . Seeing th e

Commons had n e g le c te d , he s a id , 'upon th e  sev e r a i l  m essages o f  th e

Lords to  e n te r ta in  th e  c o n s id e ra tio n  o f  sending  p ro p o s i t io n s  to

th e  k in g , Essex had 'done w e ll  to  s t i r r e  us upp to  i t ,  a lthough  o u r

f a th e r  l i e  c a re  o f  th e  Kingdome shou ld  have p receded  h is  L o rd sh ip 's  c a re .*

He added th a t  he o bserved  E s se x 's  l e t t e r s  to  mean ' t h a t  i f  wee would

send p ro p o s i t io n s  o f  peace to  h i s  M a je s tie  and th ey  d id  n o t tak e

e f f e c t  t h a t  th en  hee would doe h i s  d u t i e , '  V ane 's a t ta c k  c a l le d

f o r t h  a v igorous defence  by th e  p a r t i s a n s  o f  E ssex ; S ta p le to n  and

Goodwin o b je c te d  to  V ane 's  w ords, and Vane had tw ice  to  a p o lo g ise .^

On 13 J u ly  E ssex  r e p l ie d ,  a lso  i n  s a r c a s t ic  v e in , to  V ane 's

a t t a c k  o f  two days b e fo re .  He ' d e s i r e d  th a t  S i r  Heniy Vane th e

younger m ight bee s e n t  to  him , o f  whom th e  House o f  Commons had a v e ry

good o p in io n , t h a t  soe he m ight a d v ise  w ith  him to u ch in g  th e

g r e a t  a f f a i r s  o f  th e  Kingdome, and t h a t  i f  th e  s a id  S i r  Heniy Vane shou ld
2

advice  him to  march up to  th e  w a lls  o f  O xford hee would goe w ith  h im .'
1 . H a r l .1 65 , f .1 2 3 v . 11 J u ly .
2 . H a r l .1 65 f .1 2 6 . V an e 's  b iog raphers  have assumed t h a t  E ssex  was s ly ly

r e f e r r in g  to  th e  in g lo r io u s  p a r t  w hich a R o y a lis t  lampoon (Somers
T ra c ts ,  v i i ,  92) a l le g e d  Vane had p la y e d  a t  the  b a t t l e  o f  Newbum
in  1640 . The co n ten p o rary  account o f  t h i s  sk iim ish  (HMC.IOth Rep.  
A p p .p a rt i v ,  393, P e rcy  MSS‘.»> and CSED.1640. 645) r e f e r  to  'C a p ta in  
V an e ', b u t t h i s  cannot have been S i r  H enry. F i r s t l y  because he had 
been k n ig h te d  in  Ju n e , and co u ld  n o t be r e f e r r e d  to  in  August as 
'C a p ta in  V a n e ', second ly , because he had been busy a l l  t h a t  summer 
w ith  ship-money acco u n ts , by v i r tu e  o f  h i s  p o s i t io n  as j o i n t  navy 
t r e a s u r e r .  ( CSED.1640 .27 2 .3 0 3 .4 8 3 .5 6 6 ). One ship-money accoun t i s  
a c tu a l ly  d a te d  28 Nov.164O, th e  v e iy  day o f  Newbum, ( i b i d . .6 4 4 ) . 
C ap ta in  George Vane, S i r  H en ry 's  b ro th e r ,  was n e a r  N ew castle w ith  
h i s  tro o p  on 9 J u ly  ( i b i d . . 460) .  and i s  p robab ly  th e  o f f i c e r  m entioned 
i n  th e  Newbum H eath  accoun ts , f o r  he was k n ig h te d  in  Nov.162^0.
(Shaw, K n ig h ts . i i , 2 0 8 ) .  A nother b ro th e r ,  W illiam , i s  m entioned as 
r a i s in g  a tro o p  in  Mar. (CSED.1640 .545) » E ssex may have been 
em phasising V ane 's  in e x p e r ie n c e , b u t  no t h is  co w ard ice .
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C larendon n o ted  th a t  i t  was Vane whom o f  a l l  men E ssex 'h a te d
1

and looked upon a s  an enemy.

P ro fe s so r  H ex ter showed t h a t  pym was concerned  to  defend  th e
 ̂ 2

r e p u ta tio n  o f th e  e a r l  o f E ssex  d u rin g  th e  summer o f  1643. He

a lso  no ted  however th a t  lym h im se lf  d ra f te d  a v e ry  h o s t i le  l e t t e r

to  th e  e a r l  when in s t r u c te d  by the  House to r e p ly  to  the m essage from

E ssex  in  J u l y A n d  i t  i s  s ig n i f ic a n t  th a t  V an e 's  p ro v o ca tiv e  rem arks

o f  11 J u ly ,  a f t e r  th e  r e c e p tio n  o f  th s  l e t t e r  from  E ssex , fo llo w ed  a

v e ry  c r i t i c a l  speech  from îÿm , who ro se  and d e c la re d  th a t  P a r lia m e n t

co u ld  no t make o v e r tu re s  ag a in  to  th e  k in g , as th e  e a r l  was su g g e s tin g ,
4

because a l l  p a r l ia m e n t 's  o f f e r s  o f  peace had been r e je c te d  by C h a rle s ,

Vane as u su a l spoke in  a more in tem p era te  way th a n  lym , b u t he v/as

fo llo w in g  pym 's l e a d .

Indeed th e re  i s  n o th ing  to  show u n t i l  V ane 's speech o f  11 J u ly

th a t  he was among th e  c r i t i c s  o f  E ssex . In  A p r i l  he had moved t h a t

one su b je c t  o f  co n i'e re  nee w ith  th e  Lords should  be th e  s e q u e s tra t io n

o f  S i r  A rth u r C a p e l 's  e s t a t e ,  w hich should  be a ss ig n e d  to  E ssex  to
5

compensate him f o r  th e  lo s s  o f h i s  own. I f  Vane had found t h i s  

m otion u n co n g en ia l he cou ld  no doubt have found someone e ls e  to  sponsor

i t .  He had tak en  no p a r t  i n  a d e b a te  in  June on th e  e a r l 's  conduct 
6

o f th e  w ar. I n  s h o r t ,  in  t h i s  as on o th e r  m ajor i s s u e s .  V an e 's

1 .  C larendon, R e b e llio n , v i i i ,  92. (W riting  o f  l6 4 4 ) .
2 . Reign o f  King Pym, 114o
3 . I b id . . 132.
4 . H a r l.1 65, f .1 2 3 v .
5 . H a r l .1 6 4 ,f . 380.
6 . I b id . , f .2 3 3 v .  2 Ju n e .
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p o lic y  was in  l in e  w ith  ly m 's .

In  November I 643 , w ith  th e  S co ts  a l l ia n c e  s a fe ly  s e t t l e d ,

and P y m  too i l l  to  tak e  p a r t  in  p o l i t i c s ,  th e  s i tu a t io n  had changed.

When S ta p le to n , E sse x 's  d e fen d er and p o s s ib ly  h i s  spokesman, d e c la re d

th a t  E ssex lac k ed  re g u la r  pay f o r  h i s  tro o p s  i t  was Vane v/ho

ro se  and d e c la re d  th a t  th e  com m ittee o f the  navy had met th e

day b e fo re  w ith  an o th e r com m ittee, and th a t  he though t tw enty thousand

pounds was p ro v id ed  a lread y  f o r  E s se x 's  im m ediate u se ; th e  comm ittee

were to  meet n e x t day to  c o n s id e r  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  p ro v id in g  r e g u la r  
1

payment# I t  sounds as though Vane was t ry in g  to  s i le n c e  E s s e x 's

p r o t e s t ,  and i f  so , he succeeded , f o r  th e  House was s a t i s f i e d  w ith

h i s  a ssu ra n c e , f o r  th e  tim e b e in g . In  December D 'Ewes, in  c o n v e rsa tio n

w ith  S i r  W alte r E a r l e 's  son a f t e r  a d e su lto ry  d eb a te  on r e c r u i t in g

f o r  E sse x 's  army, h eard  an in t e r e s t i n g  account o f  th e  p a r ty  d iv is io n s

in  the  House. Young E arle  t o ld  D'Ewes th a t  th e re  were now 's p a r k e s '

o r  f a c t io n s  i n  th e  House. The f i r s t  was 'T hose th a t  d e s ire d  a l l  t h a t

m ight p o s s ib ly  bee spared  f o r  th e  s a t is fy in g  o f  th e  S c o t ts ,  and were

th e re fo re  lo a th  t h a t  th e  Lord G e n e ra l i 's  arny shou ld  e i t h e r  bee too

numerous o r  r e q u ir e  too much money, and th e  c h e ife  le a d e r  o f  t h i s

p a r ty  was young S i r  Henry Vane, w ith  whom joyned  most o f  th e  N orth ren
2

gentlem en whose e s t a t e s  were s e iz e d  by th e  e a r l  o f  N ew castle '#  The 

second c o n s is te d  o f  'su c h  as d e s ir e d  to  f u r th e r  S i r  W illiam  W a l le r 's  

T. H a rl.1 65 , f .2 2 é .  10 Nov. 1643.
2 . The Vane fam ily  e s t a t e s  in  th e  N orth s u f f e re d  c r ip p l in g  lo s s e s

d u ring  th e  C iv i l  V»ar. See C J . i i i , 69O;CSED.16ifiL-5,162,310.
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e x p e d itio n  in to  th e  West . . .  th e  c h e ife  le a d e rs  were Mr. T renchard 

and Mr. P r id e au x , be ing  W esterns men*. The t h i r d  p a r ty  c o n s is te d  

o f  'S i r  P h i l i p  S ta p le to n  and o th e rs  t h a t  had command in  th e  Lord 

G e n e ra l 's  a m y , and o f  a l l  those  who were n o t comprehended in  th e  

a s s o c ia t io n s ,  who as a p p ea red  d id  a lm ost e q u a ll  th e  number o f
A

th e  o th e r  tw o .' L ike o th e r  p o l i t i c a l  e x p la n a tio n s  w hich D'Ewes 
2

a c c ep ted , th e  a n a ly s is  was probab ly  an o v e r - s im p l if ic a t io n  o f  th e

s i t u a t i o n ,  bu t i t  does con firm  th e  im p ress io n  th a t  d i a r i e s  g ive

o f  Vane as le a d e r  o f  th e  p ro -S c o t t is h  and a n ti-E s se x  p a r ty  a t  t h i s

tim e . On 12 December, 1643, Vane e v id e n tly  a ttem p ted  to  d iv e r t  th e

House from  p roceed ing  w ith  th e  d is c u s s io n  o f  r e c r u i t in g  f o r  E s se x 's

fo r c e s ,  by d e liv e r in g  a l e t t e r  from P a r l ia m e n t 's  com m issioners in

S c o tla n d , ' a lle d g in g  t h a t  th e re  was g r e a t  n e c e s s i ty  f o r  th e  read in g

t h e r e o f , b u t on t h i s  o c ca s io n  Vane was u n su c c e ss fu l, and th e  House

a f t e r  d e a lin g  w ith  th e  l e t t e r ,  went back to  th e  s u b je c t  o f  E sse x 's  
3aim y.

As f a r  a s  Heniy M arten i s  concerned , th e re  a re  one o r  two

in d ic a t io n s  th a t  he and Vane gave su p p o rt to  one an o th e r in  p a rliam e n t 
4

a t  t h i s  t im e . T his would be n a tu r a l  -  in  t h e i r  u n d isg u ise d  h o s t i l i t y

1 . H a r l .  165 , f . 233 , 6 D ec. 1643.
2 . D'Ewes h e ld  t h a t  i t  was men o f  'mean e s t a t e s '  who suppo rted  th e  

w ar p a r ty  -  they  were n o t so aware o f  th e  ru in  o f  th e  c o u n tiy , 
and were s i l l y  enough to  fo llow  1 ^  and some o th e r s ,  w hichever 
way th ey  w ent. H a r l .1 64 , f . 346. 28 M ar.1643.

3 . H a r l .1 6 5 ,f .242 .
4 . See p p . 26 and 39.
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to  th e  Lords and to  peace n e g o tia t io n s  th e  two men had much in  

common. But M arten had w i t t i l y  a tta c k e d  P y m ,  and i t  was P y m  

who had M arten e x p e lle d  fiom  th e  House. This would in d ic a te  some 

d if fe re n c e  o f  o p in io n  between Pym and h is  young f r i e n d ;  bu t Vane 

was no t th e re  to  o b je c t ,  f o r  in  f a c t  M arten was e x p e lle d  w hile  Vane
A

v/as in  S c o tla n d .

In  c o n s id e r in g  V ane's a t t i t u d e  to P y m ,  one m ust keep in  mind 

th e  f a c t  em phasised by P ro fe s s o r  H exter and o th e r s ,  th a t  p a r t i e s  

as we know them todgy d id  n o t e x i s t ,  and t h a t  in  th e  changing war 

s i tu a t io n  M .P.s changed t h e i r  p o l i c i e s .  Vane and Pym could open ly  

d i f f e r  on o c c a s io n , on m inor m a t te r s .  In  March 1642 when th e  House 

were d is c u s s in g  a b i l l  connected  v /ith  p io v id in g  money f o r  I r e la n d  

Vane moved th a t  th e  House shou ld  a d jo u rn , and l a t e r  t h a t  day shou ld  

d is c u s s  the k in g 's  answer to  th e  Nev/market p ro p o s a ls .  The House 

l a i d  t h i s  a s id e , and pym re tu rn e d  to  I r i s h  a f f a i r s ,  su g g estin g  th a t  

he should  r e p o r t  on some m a tte rs  connected  v /ith  t h a t  c o u n tiy . I t  

seems t h a t  Vane p re fe r r e d  to  d is c u s s  n e g o tia t io n s  w ith  th e  k in g , 

and pym th e  I r i s h  problem ; in c id e n ta l ly  i t  was M arten, who sup p o rted  

V ane.^

1 . Reign o f  King Pym, 148. Vane l e f t  f o r  S co tlan d  on 20 J u ly .
2 . M arten t r i e d  to  r a i s e  V ane 's  m otion again  a s  a p o in t  o f  

o rd e r , in te r r u p t in g  Pym. H a r l. l6 2 jf .5 4 v .
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Pym 's f r i e n d  S t .  John was a c lo se  a s s o c ia te  o f Vane -  

a conteraporaiy d iu r n a l l  r e f e r s  to  th e  two as ' in tim a te  f r i e n d s ' 

and th e  d i a r i e s  g iv e  a s tro n g  im pression  th a t  th e  two men were co­

o p e ra tin g  in  p a r l ia m e n t. On maqy occasio n s S t .  John i s  found  ta k in g
2 3

e x a c tly  th e  same l in e  as Vane, seconding h is  su g g e s tio n s , o r
4

im m ediately fo llo w in g  up a su g g e s tio n  Vane had made. Both men, 

w ith  pym and G lyn, formed th e  com m ittee s e t  up to  in v e s t ig a te  Edmund 

W a lle r 's  p l o t ,  and c a r r ie d  o u t t h e i r  d u t ie s  w ith  g re a t  energy -
5

they  must have been c o l la b o ra to r s  in  t h i s  work* V/ith S t .  John  

however, as w ith  Pym, Vane co u ld  d is a g re e  on o c c a s io n , and in  

Jan u ary  1642 they  d i f f e r e d  on an im portan t p o in t .  S t .  John had 

j u s t  brought in  a b i l l  o f tunnage and poundage which was to  be in  

fo rc e  f o r  th e  k in g 's  l i f e t im e .  Vane ro se  to  move th a t  a sh o r t  

b i l l ,  a u th o r is in g  th e  levy  fo r  two months o n ly , shou ld  be brough t i n .^  

S t .  John , in  th e  cause o f f in a n c ia l  s t a b i l i t y ,  was try in g  to g e t  

tunnage and poundage p u t on a perm anent b a s i s .  He p robably  expected

1 . A n ti-A u lic u s , E 3 l ( l 7 ) p .6 .  3 F e b ,1644. There i s  much o th e r  
evidence p o in tin g  in  th e  same d i r e c t io n .

2 . E .g .  H a r l .164 , f .275 , 26 D ec. 1642 (peace p ro p o s a ls ) .
3 . I b i d . .  876v , H a r l .1 65, f f .2 l 3 v .  254.
4 . W h ittak e r, 86v. 26 O ct. 1643. Vane s a id ,  on h is  r e tu r n  from 

S c o tla n d , th a t  th e  S co ts  w ere d isco u rag ed  because th ey  had 
heard  n o th in g  about money f o r  th e  fo rc e s  they  were to  lev y  f o r
the  E n g lish  p a r lia m e n t. S t .  John a t  once brought in  th e  o rd inance  
p ro v id in g  f o r  the money to  be r a i s e d .

5 . H a r l.1 64 , f f .2 1 0 ,3 9 7 v . e t  se q . H a r l .1 6 5 ,f .103*
6 . H a r l .1 62 , f .3 5 1 v . 26 J a n . 1642 .
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o p p o s itio n  -  he had b rough t th e  b i l l  i n  e a r ly  in  th e  day , and

th e  House o rd e red  th a t  i t  should  be b rough t in  between 11 a.m .

and 4 .0  p.m . in  a f u l l e r  house . D'Swes n o ted  th a t t  'd i v e r s . . .

who were th e  in tim a te  f r ie n d s  o f  Mr. S a in t John th e  k in g 's

s o l l i c i t o r  [Vane was probably o n e ] spake aga in st the b i l l ,
2

and th e  House took V ane 's  a d v ic e . No doubt h is  o b je c tio n  was no t

so much to  th e  i n ^ r a c t i c a b i l i t y  o f  th e  b i l l ,  bu t to  th e  power

which i t  would g ive  th e  k in g  v i s - a - v i s  p a r l ia m e n t. On th e  fo llo w in g

day S t .  John  brought in  a new ac t^  which was to  be in  fo rc e  f o r  some 
4

two months o n ly .

There a re  in d ic a t io n s  t h a t  V ane 's c i r c l e  in  th e se  e a r ly  days 

o f  th e  Long P a rliam en t in c lu d e d  some prom inen t Londoners. C larendon 

w rote o f  th e  end o f 1644 th a t  th e  war p a r ty  p re v a ile d  among th e  

mayor and aldermen o f  th e  C ity , f o r  Vane h a d 'd i l ig e n t ly  p ro v id ed  th a t  

men o f  h i s  own p r in c ip le s  and in c l in a t io n s  should  be b rough t in to  

the  governm ent o f th e  c i t y , o f  which he saw they  should  always have
5

g re a t  n eed . ' As e a r ly  a s  March 1641 Alderman Penn ing ton  re p o r te d  

to  th e  Commons th a t  Vane was one o f  th e  M .P .s o f  whom th e  C ity  

had a good o p in io n , and he was acco rd in g ly  se n t w ith  f iv e  o th e r  

M.P.S to  make a re q u e s t  to  th e  C ity  f o r  a lo an  o f  £100 ,000 .^

At the  beg inn ing  o f  November 1641 when th e  I r i s h  r e b e l l io n  had 

U  I b i d . .  f.333T
2 . Pym a lso  spoke a g a in s t  th e  b i l l ,  on th e  grounds t h a t  subsidy

b i l l s  should only  be brought in  by o rd e r  o f  th e  Lower House.
P ey to n , 26 J a n .l6 4 1 -2 .

3 . H a r l .1 63, f .3 5 4 v .
4 . S ta tu te s  o f  th e  Realm, v .1 4 0 .
5 . C larendon , R e b e llio n , v i i i ,  188.
6 . N o te s te in ,  D 'Ewes. 421 . 1 Mar. 1641.
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broken o u t and P a rlia m e n t w ished f o r  a n o th e r  loan  from th e  C ity ,

to  d e a l  w ith  t h i s  em ergency, Vane was one o f  th e  com m ittee o f

tw e n ty -fo u r M .P.s who, w ith  r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  o f  th e  L ords, were se n t

to  th e  C ity  to  n e g o tia te  th e  loan ,^  When th e  R ecorder o f  London

d e c la re d  to  t h i s  com m ittee t h a t  the  p ro te c t io n s  allow ed to  M.P.s*

s e rv a n ts  h in d ered  th e  le n d in g  o f  money and stopped tra d e  i t  was

Vane who r e p l ie d  th a t  th e  House was ta k in g  s te p s  to  d e a l  w ith  t h i s
2

q u e s tio n  o f p ro te c t io n s .

In  Ju n e  1642, when war was im m inent, s ix  p e e rs  and tw elve M.P.S 

were s e n t  to  th e  C ity  to  re q u e s t  an o th e r s u b s ta n t ia l  lo a n ; Vane was 

n o t among them ,^ But when th e  Lord Mayor had is su e d  h i s  p re c e p t to  

th e  s e v e ra l  Companies to  m eet and d ec id e  what they  would r a i s e ,  th e  

House d ec id ed  to  send s e v e r a l  M .P.s who w ere to  go in to  th e  C ity  

and be p re s e n t  a t  th e  Companies* m ee tin g s , to  * advance * th e  Loan;

Vane was o n e .^  But th e  s o r t  o f  dilemma t h a t  must o f te n  have faced  

Vane and o th e r  very  a c t iv e  members o f  th e  House now re v e a le d  i t s e l f ;  

f o r  Vane ro se  i n  th e  House n ex t day and moved th a t  some 'new men' 

should  be appo in ted  to  go to  th e  C ity , in  p la c e  o f  th o se  M.P.S who 

1 . 302.
2 . I b i d . , 303. 3 Nov. 164I . Vane i s  th e  o n ly  M.P. m entioned by name 

in  th e  Commons r e p o r t .  The names o f  th e  d e le g a te s  from P arliam en t 
a re  n o t g iven  in  th e  J o u rn a l  o f  th e  Common C o u n c il, no r a ry  except 
th e  b r i e f e s t  account o f  what was s a id .  JCC.London, v o l .39 , f .240»

3 . G J . i i , 598.
4 . G J . i i , 605.  4  Ju n e . The Commons' c le rk  w r i te s  on ly  'S i r  Hi V a n e '.

But as D'Ewes s t a t e s  t h a t  i t  was th e  younger Vane who proposed  
th a t  'new men' should  be se n t in  p la c e  o f  th e  I r i s h  com m issioners, 
and as th e  younger Vane v/as a com m issioner f o r  I r e la n d  whereas 
h is  f a t h e r  was n o t ( G J . i i , 453, 24 F e b .1642) ,  E ls in g  m ust have 
meant th e  younger Vane h e re . The L iv e y  Companies were n o t 
im pressed , and co m p ara tiv e ly  l i t t l e  money was fo rthcom ing .
P e a r l  London, 208-9, D r. P e a r l  does n o t m ention th e  M .P .s p e rso n a l 
a p p e a l.
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i
were com m issioners f o r  I r i s h  a f f a i r s ;  Vane suggested  S i r  Thomas

2
D a cre s , the  House accep ted  th i s  nom ination  and th re e  o th e r s .

The I r i s h  com m issioners were p robab ly  s i t t i n g  a t  the  same tim e as th e  

L ivery  Companies, and Vane e v id e n tly  c o n sid ered  th a t  I r e la n d  had 

p r i o r i t y  in  im portance over th e  C ity  Companies.
3

Vane was no t an in e v i ta b le  member of com m ittees on London;

b u t on 12 O ctober 1642 he and Pym managed a con fe rence  v /ith  th e

Lords on p u t t in g  London and a d ja c e n t c o u n tie s  in  a p o s i t io n  f o r  

4d e fe n c e , and when on 25 O ctober th e  House d ec id ed  th a t  ab le -b o d ied  

Londoners should  be exempt from th e  f a s t  f ix e d  f o r  th e  fo llo w in g  day, 

so t h a t  t h e i r  p re p a ra t io n s  f o r  d e fen d in g  th e  C ity  shou ld  n o t  be 

im peded. Vane was one o f  th e  fo u r  M .P .s appo in ted  to  d r a f t  the
5

n e ce ssa ry  o rd e r .  T h is again  was p ro b ab ly  due to  h is  a b i l i t y  to  

fram e s u i ta b le  p h ra se s  ( i t  would not be a l to g e th e r  easy  to  convince 

th e  godly  th a t  m a te r ia l  c o n s id e ra tio n s  should  be p u t b e fo re  r e l ig io u s  

o n e s ) .  On 8 November 1642 Vane and f i v e  o th e rs  were se n t to  a 

Common H a ll to  r e p o r t  what endeavours P a rlia m e n t had made f o r  p eace , ^ 

p e rh ap s because Vane could  argue c o n v in c in g ly , o r because th e  C ity  

re s p e c te d  him. He inform ed th e  C ity  o f th e  k in g ’ s r e f u s a l  to  accep t 

S i r  John  Evelyn a s  one o f  P a r l ia m e n t’ s envoys in  n e g o tia t in g  f o r  p e ac e ,

1 . H a r l .1 63, f .1 5 2 .
2 . CJ. i i ,  6 l1 .
3 . E .g . ,  CJ. i i ,  684.
4 . CJ. i i ,  805. T his was when P rin c e  R upert was s a id  to be on h is  

way to  a t ta c k  th e  C ity .
5 . I b i d . 823.
6. I b id . 840 . E .126  (44 ) .  Vane made one o f  th e  th ree  speeches to  th e  

Common H a ll, and Lord Brooke made th e  o th e r  two. I t  i s  p u zz lin g  
th a t  t h i s  m eeting i s  n o t re p o r te d  in  any o f  th e  London re c o rd s , 
and hence f in d s  no p la c e  i n  D r. P e a r l ’ s book, no r i n  Sharpe.
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and th a t  i t  was P a r l ia m e n t’ s d e te rm in a tio n  to  rem ain lo y a l  to  t h e i r  

impugned member, and n o t any u n w illin g n ess  to  make p eace , t h a t  had 

made i t  im p o ssib le  f o r  th e  n e g o tia t io n s  to  c o n tin u e .

A few days l a t e r .  Vane was named f i r s t  on a committee s e t  up
1

by th e  Commons to  c o n su lt w ith  th e  Committee o f  M i l i t i a  f o r  London, 

and a week l a t e r ,  j u s t  a f t e r  some persons i n  th e  C ity  se n t a d e le g a tio n  

opposing th e  c u rre n t  peace n e g o tia t io n s .  Vane was a t e l l e r  a g a in s t
2

resum ing d eb a te  on th e  k in g ’ s message concern ing  th o se  n e g o t ia t io n s .

O bviously Vane was a t  one on t h i s  su b je c t w ith  th e  ’war p a r ty  ’ in  th e

C ity . On th re e  o th e r  o ccas io n s  in  November 1642 and Jan u ary  1643,

’S i r  Henry Vane* was se n t w ith  o th e r s ,  to  a Common H a ll o r  th e

G u i ld h a l lp  bu t th e  Commons Jo u rn a ls  do n o t show w hether t h i s  was

young Vane o r  h is  f a t h e r .

By F eb ruary  1643, when th e  Oxford n e g o tia t io n s  were s t i l l  c o n tin u in g ,

D’Ewes was convinced t h a t  th e  ’f i e r i e  s p i r i t s ’ in  th e  C ity  were working

w ith  Hampden, lym. Rouse and ’o th e rs  o f  th e  same rainde*, though he does
4

n o t name Vane among th e s e .  But on 27 A p r i l  D’Ewes again  su spec ted  

c o llu s io n  between c e r ta in  M .P ,s and some o f  the  C ity  l e a d e r s ,  and on 

t h i s  o c ca s io n  Vane was in v o lv e d . On th a t  day D’Ewes came in to  th e  

House to  f in d  Vane ta lk in g  o f  a con fe rence  w ith  th e  L ords, who were 

to  be asked  to  jo in  th e  Commons in  sending  a d e le g a tio n  to  th e  Common

1 . CJ. i i ,  848, 14 N ov.1642.
2 . I b id . 858. 21 Nov.1642. I  am assuming th a t  th e  younger Vane i s  

h e re  m eant.
3 . I b id . 860, 863, 925.
4 . H a rl, 164 , f . 303.20 F e b .1643.
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C ouncil o f London. Vane proposed  th a t  th e  d e le g a te s  from p a rliam e n t 

shou ld  have c e r t a in  pow ers. ’When we shou ld  move them*, s a id  Vane,

’ t h a t  th e  C ity  m ight advance more money f o r  th e  payment o f  th e  a rm y ...  

i f  th e re  should  be any th ing  o b je c te d  a g a in s t th e  s a id  advancing o f

m o n e y ... th a t  th en  th e  s a id  com m ittee might have power to remove th e

s a id  o b s t r u c t io n s ’ . This sounds c u rio u s ly  vague, and D’Ewes was 

su sp ic io u s  -  ’I  d id  a t  t h i s  v e r ie  in s t a n t  su sp ec t th a t  one o f  th e  

o b s tru c tio n s  which would be made by th e  f i e r i e  s p i r i t s  in  th e  c i t t i e  

o f  London would be t h a t  we should  e n te r  in to  a new o a th  or covenan t, 

and th a t  t h i s  b u s in e ss  was b e fo re  p lo t t e d  betweene them selves and th o se
'I

o f  th e  same leaven  i n  th e  House, which proved so i n  th e  i s s u e ’ .

The Court o f  Common C ouncil had p u t fo rw ard  th e  demand f o r  a
2 3covenant tw ice  b e fo re , in  February  and March, and again  in  A p r i l ,

The s t in g  o f  th e  Covenant p lan  la y  i n  c lau se  2 -  ’That th e  r e n t s ,

revenew s, goods, m onies and e s t a t e s  o f  such a s  s h a l l  re fu s e  to  joyne

in  th e  a s s o c ia t io n  and Covenant a fo re s a id  s h a l l  be imployed i n  such

maner and p ro p o rc io n  a s  th e  howses s h a l l  th in k e  f i t t  f o r  the  good
4

o f  th e  kingdom, and t h e i r  pe rso n s be se cu re d ’ .  This was a m onstrous 

p ro p o sa l -  i t s  p e n a l t i e s  would have been more a p p ro p r ia te  f o r  a c t iv e  

ro y a lism . Onoe more Vane was ta k in g  a h a rsh  a t t i t u d e  tow ards h is  

opponen ts , and i t  i s  c e r ta in ly  d i f f i c u l t  to b e lie v e  th a t  he was n o t 

a c t in g  in  c o l la b o ra t io n  w ith  a p a r ty  in  th e  C i ty .  He d id  n o t c a r ry

1 . H a r l . 164, f f . 580-580v.
2 . P e a r l ,  L o n d o n  ̂ 258-261.
3 . CJ. i i i ,  37 . 10 A p r i l .
4 . J .G .C . London, 40, f f .4 7 v ,  48 . 18 Feb; f .4 9 ,  21 Feb.
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th e  Communs w ith  him however -  th e  House l e t  th e  m a tte r  o f  the
i

ex tended  powers d ro p .

Vane was in  S co tlan d  v/hile M arten ’ s ’g e n e ra l r i s i n g ’ p ro je c t

was under w eigh, in  J u ly  and A ugust, though i t  i s  u n lik e ly  th a t

t h i s  im p ra c tic a l  p r o je c t  would e v e r  have commended i t s e l f  to  Vane.

H is S c o ttis h  v i s i t  a lso  p rec lu d es  any p o s s ib i l i t y  t h a t  Vane had a

hand in  o rg a n is in g  th e  London mob who a rr iv e d  a t th e  Houses o f P a rlia m e n t

on 6 A ugust, to  denounce th e  peace p a r ty .  Vane may w e ll  have been

connected  however w ith  th e  audacious and su c c e s s fu l a ttem p t to  ’r i g ’

th e  London Common C ouncil e le c t io n s  in  December 1643. The e le c t io n s

were always h e ld  on 21 Decamber, and S t .  John , on the  day b e fo re  they

Y/ere to  tak e  p la c e ,  ro se  in  th e  Commons to  p re s e n t  an o rd inance

e x c lu d in g , bo th  from  v o tin g  and from  stan d in g  as c a n d id a te s  f o r  th e

Common C ouncil, a l l  th o se  who had been q uestioned  f o r  ’m alignancy*,

o r  Y/ho had not ta k e n  th e  Covenant. D* Ewes u rged  th e  om ission o f

th e  ’m alignancy’ c la u s e , a s s e r t in g  w ith  t r u th  th a t  many m ight have
2

been u n ju s t ly  su s p e c te d . But th e  House was inform ed th a t  th e re  was 

a p l o t  in  th e  C ity  to  ’p u t out* from  th e  Common C ouncil ’d iv e rs  w e l l-  

a f f e c te d  men’ , and S t .  Jo h n ’ s o rd in an ce  p assed . There was no tim e 

to  o rg an ise  ary  c o u n te r -p re s s u re  on th e  House -  th e  s tra tag em  had been 

w e ll-p la n n e d . There i s  no re c o rd  t h a t  Vane spoke in  the  d e b a te .

He was i n  th e  House two days l a t e r ,  when he and S t .  John spoke on th e

1 . I b id . f  .50v . (P a rlia m e n t prom ised  only  to  c o n s id e r  Common 
C o u n c il’ s p ro p o s a l ) .  H a r l .1 64 , f f .381 , 381v; W h ittak er, f .4 6 v .

2 . H a r l.1 65 , f .2 4 9 v . D r. P e a r l  ( London. 274) says t h a t  th e re  was a 
s h i f t  i n  power in  th e  C ity  when in  O ctober P enning ton  gave up the
m ayoralty  to  W ollaston , a m odera te . I f  so , S t .  Jo h n ’s o rd in an ce

a « u n t e r ^ v e .  « M ttaJcer f . l 0 2 v .  haa -convinced o f  m alignancy-.was
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1
same s id e .  I t  seems h ig h ly  l ik e ly  t h a t  i t  was to  t h i s  in c id e n t

th a t  C larendon was r e f e r r in g  when he w ro te  o f Vane’ s se c u rin g  men o f
2h is  own p r in c ip le s  in  th e  government o f  London. I f  Vane was

w idely  blamed f o r  the manoeuvre t h i s  a lso  would s tre n g th e n  h i s

re p u ta tio n  f o r  be ing  l e s s  th an  honest in  p o l i t i c a l  m a t te r s .

Vane’ s r e l a t io n s  w ith  John Maynard may be n o ted  in  p a s s in g , f o r

th e re  a re  in d ic a t io n s  t h a t  th e  h o s t i l i t y  between th e  two, which can

be c le a r ly  seen in  B u rto n ’ s d ia ry  o f  th e  1 659 p a r lia m e n t, and which

cu lm inated  in  Maynard’ s a c t in g  as one o f Vane’s b i t t e r e s t  accu se rs  a t

h i s  t i ' i a l  f o r  t r e a s o n , d a te s  a t  l e a s t  from  1645. In  F ebruary  o f  th a t

y e a r  when Vane and o th e r s  were a rgu ing  t h a t  disbandm ent o f  th e  two

opposing arm ies must p reced e  a peace t r e a ty  Hfeynard made a very t e l l i n g

re p ly , p o in tin g  o u t t h a t  th e  House had v o te d  d isb an d in g  to  mean th a t

th e  k ing  would d isband  a l l  h is  a rm ies , w hereas P a rlia m e n t would keep

th e  g a r r is o n s  and the  navy. B esid es , P a r lia m e n t cou ld  reassem ble

i t s  army q u ick ly  -  th e  men came m ostly  from  London and a d ja c e n t

c o u n tie s  -  th e  k ing  cou ld  n o t .^  L a te r  i n  th e  same y e a r  th e  two men

cro ssed  swords on th e  making o f  a new G reat S e a l, which Maynard
4s tre n u o u s ly  opposed.

Vane was o b v io u sly  concerned t h a t  th e  I r i s h  r e b e l l io n  should  

be pu t down as qu ick ly  as p o s s ib le ,  A few days a f t e r  i t  had broken o u t

~  I b i d ,  f .2 5 4 . 22 D e c .1643.
2 .  C larendon d id  n o t blame S t .  John  f o r  th e  London o rd in an ce ; e i t h e r  

he d id  n o t know o f h is  p a r t ,  o r  t r e a te d  more k in d ly  one v/ho 
after,Y ards welcomed C harles I I ’ s r e tu r n .

3 . H a r l .1 64, f f .3 0 1 v . 17 F e b .1643.
4 . I b id . f .389, 12 May 1643. F o r exanç)les o f Maynard’s r i s in g  in  th e  

Commons to  re p ly  to  Vane, see Yonge, BM.Add. 18, 777 f f .1 4 8 v . 149, 157
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he moved t h a t  th e  House shou ld  go in to  committee to  d eb a te  a supply 

o f  money f o r  t h i s  purpo s e , and l a t e r  in  th e  seme month t h a t  th e  

fo u r  s h ip s  th a t  were to  guard  th e  c o a s ts  o f  I r e la n d , to  p re v e n t
2

fo re ig n  h e lp  from rea ch in g  th e  r e b e l s ,  shou ld  be 'h a s te n e d  aw ay '.

In  March 1642 he ro se  to  demand o f  th e  House they  m ight ' a ccep t o f  

c e r ta in e  p ro p o r tio n s  o f  gunpowder which were d e s ire d  o f  him, o r  re fu se  

i t ,  ' f o r  u se  i n  I r e la n d  -  S i r  John Evelyn ro se  im m ediately a f t e r  Vane to  

o f f e r  gunpowder a t  I 3 s .  4 d . a b a r r e l ,  b u t D'Ewes does n o t in d ic a te  

w hether V ane 's gunpowder was s im ila r ly  f o r  s a le  a t  a reduced  r a t e ,  o r  

as a g i f t . ^  In  A p r i l  he was tro u b le d  t h a t  o a v a liy  c o l le c te d  a t  

C h este r f o r  se rv ic e  i n  I r e la n d  had n o t y e t  g o n e ,^  and th e  House se n t 

John Moore to  ex p ed ite  t h e i r  d e p a r tu re . T h is  was a s u b je c t  in  which 

Vane was in te r e s te d ,  though h is  p re -o c c u p a tio n  w ith  e v en ts  a t  home 

p rev e n ted  him from g iv in g  much a t te n t io n  to  I r i s h  a f f a i r s  d u rin g  the  

fo llo w in g  y e a r s ,  u n t i l  he was appo in ted  to  th e  I r i s h  and S c o t t is h  

Committee in  1651.^

The in d ic a t io n s  a re  t h a t  in  the  162*0-1643 p e rio d  Vane was 

c o -o p e ra tin g  w ith  P y m  and S t .  John , and to  a much l e s s e r  e x te n t  

and o n ly  on occasions f o r  s p e c i f ic  p u rp o se s , w ith  M arten and Glyn,

H is a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  Cromwell and H e s i l r ig e  a t  th e  tim e o f  th e  Root 

and Branch b i l l  i s  p ro b ab ly  s ig n i f i c a n t ,  though i t  has l e f t  few o th e r

1 . C o a te s , D 'Ewes. 120. 11 Nov. I 64I .
2 . I b i d . 183. 22 Nov. 164I .
3 . H a r l.  163, 27v. 10 M ar. l6i*2.
4 . I b i d . f .7 3 ,  13 A pr. l62*£.
5 . He was a com m issioner f o r  I r e la n d  (above, p .2*2), b u t th e  only  

m inute book o f  t h i s  committee now e x ta n t  (BM.Add.477l ) ,  shows 
him to  have been an extrem ely in f re q u e n t a t  te n d e r .
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4
tra c e s*  S ta p le to n , b e fo re  th e  r i f t  v /ith  th e  e a r l  o f E ssex , may

v /e ll have been an o th e r o f  V ane’ s c o l la b o r a to r s .  Vane v ig o ro u s ly

supported  th e  S c o t t i s h  a l l i a n c e ,  and h is  h o s t i l i t y  to  Essex i s '

r e l a te d  to  t h i s .  There a re  some tenuous bu t i n t e r e s t i n g  h in ts  o f  Vane’ s

c o n n ec tio n s  v /ith  th e  C i ty .

The p e rio d  sheds much l ig h t  on Vane’ s c h a ra c te r .  P ossessed  o f

a s u b t le  mind, and a pov/er o f sarcasm  v/hich may v /e ll have made him

enem ies. Vane s tan d s  o u t  in  th e  d i a r i e s  as a ve iy  in d iv id u a l  member 
2

o f  p a r lia m e n t. H is ru th le s s n e s s  i s  m arked, and though th e re  i s  no 

ev idence o f  rep u b lica n ism  in  him, th e r e  a re  h in ts  th a t  he was w orking 

w ith  M arten in  o th e r  w ays. The d i a r i e s  and Commons J o u rn a ls  g ive a 

s tro n g  im pression  o f  a p o l i t i c i a n  e s s e n t ia l l y  r a d ic a l  in  a t t i t u d e ,

■ both  to  the k ing  and th e  L ords, w ith  an in te l l ig e n c e  and an a d ro itn e s s  

in  manoeuvre which a lre a d y  marked him o u t f r o m  h is  fellow -m em bers.

1 . Cromwell moved th a t  Vane should  be added to  a com m ittee on K ent. 
H a r l .1 62, f .5 6 v .  H e s i lr ig e  f r e q u e n t ly  took th e  same a t t i tu d e  as 
Vane, and developed  h is  id e a s  ( e .g .  BJ/I. Add 18, 777 f . 64) ,  bu t t h i s  
does no t prove p re v io u s  c o n s u l ta t io n  between them.

2 . I t  was Vane who r a i s e d  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  th e  c a re  o f  m anuscrip ts 
s e iz e d  a t  Camden House. T his le d  to  th e  appointm ent o f a 
com m ittee, in c lu d in g  Selden and D’Ewes, to  see t h a t  such 
m an u scrip ts  should  be s a fe ly  ’ l a i d  up*. H a r l .1 65 , f .202 . 2 Nov.
1643.
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By Januaiy  1644 the k in g  h im se lf  was r e fe r r in g  to  Vane as
1

the le a d e r  o f  a p arty  in  th e House, and the d ia r ie s  bear t h is  

o u t , though S t .  John was probably e q u a lly  im portant, and Strode  

hardly l e s s  s o . On la r g e  is s u e s  such as th e esta b lish m en t o f  the  

Committee o f  Both Kingdoms, and on sm a ll, such as th e  d is p o s a l  o f
2

a la rg e  number o f  p e t i t io n s  which the House was too t ir e d  to  d e a l w ith . 

Vane was g iv in g  a le a d , and o f te n , though by no means a lw ays, the  

House fo llo w e d .

I t  i s  a lso  c le a r  th a t  by Januaiy 1644 H o lie s  and C lotw ortby  

were Vane and S t .  John’ s m ost u su a l oppon en ts. H o lie s  had, according  

to  D’Ewes, become a supporter o f  peace n e g o t ia t io n s  in  November 1642,^  

but th e form ation  o f  a c o h es iv e  p o l i t i c a l  group w ith  H o lie s  a t  i t s  

cen tre  would seem to  have been a v e iy  gradual p r o c e s s . S ta p leto n  

was persuaded by £ÿm in  th e  summer o f  1643 n ot to  g iv e  h is  support to  

the peace p a r ty , as he had been in c l in e d  to  d o ,^  and was probably
5

not in  g en era l accord w ith  H o lie s  u n t i l  December o f  th a t y e a r . Even
6

in  1643 he was once a t e l l e r  a g a in st H o l ie s .  W aller was a s so c ia te d  

w ith  th e  Independents u n t i l  the autumn o f  1644.^  The p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  

on y/hich H o lie s  d if f e r e d  from Vane and S t .  John w i l l  be d isc u sse d  l a t e r ,  

but i t  i s  n ecessary  f i r s t  to co n sid er  b r ie f ly  th e r e l ig io u s  o n es .

1 . See below , p .72,
2 . H a rl. 166 , f f . 126-27.
3 . H a r l.  164 , f . 302 .
4 .  A ccording to  D ’Ewes he had ^ k e n  s tr o n g ly  in  favou r o f . a  peace

tr e a ty  the day b e fo r e , but i t  was thought he and o th ers  had been  
’ taken o f f ’ by lym . Say and some o th e r s .  H a r l.165 , f .1 2 3 v .

3. D’Ewes names him as a le a d e r  o f  th e  e a r l  o f E sse x ’ s group in
D ec. i b i d . , f .2 3 3 v .

6. C J .iv 7  \7 l.
7 . See below , p .81 .
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A ccording to  P ro fe s s o r  Hexter^ Pym p reven ted  r e l ig io u s  is s u e s  o f  

any consequence from emerging in  p a rlia m e n t d u ring  th e  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  

th e  C iv i l  w ar, and f o r  a y e a r  a f t e r  h i s  d e a th  r e l ig io u s  ardour r a th e r  

than  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  th e o r ie s  de te im ined  a man’s p a r ty  a l le g ia n c e . A ll  

th e  f i e i y  p u r i ta n s  were u n ite d  in  the  s o i -d is a n t  ’godly  p a r ty ’ , and 

h o s t i l e  to  th e  e a r l  o f  E ssex . The words ’p a r ty  a l l e g ia n c e ’ h e re  must 

n o t be taken  to  imply th e  c o n s is te n t  lo y a l ty  to  one group which i t  would
I

mean in  modem tim e s . I t  may a lso  be doubted w hether even Pym could

have had such a r e s t r a in in g  in f lu e n c e  f o r  a whole y e a r  a f t e r  h is  d e a th .

Much depends too on th e  use o f  the word ’p u r i ta n ’ .  Men such a s  S i r

Symonds D’Ewes, S i r  John  C lo tw o rtly  and S i r  C h ris to p h e r  Wray, were as

f e rv e n t  in  t h e i r  r e l ig io u s  b e l ie f s  a s  S i r  A rthu r H e s i l r ig e  o r  Heniy M arten,

b u t wore no t h o s t i l e  to  E ssex , as H e s i l r ig e  and M arten w ere . One must

th e n  c o n sid e r th e  p o s s ib i l i t y  t h a t ,  as the  i n t e n s i t y  o f  t h e i r  r e l ig io u s

a rdou r d id  n o t d iv id e  the  two g ro u p s, e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  th e o r ie s  d id .

Here th e  d i f f i c u l t y  i s  the  la c k  o f ev idence ; D r. Yule c o n je c tu re s  th a t

th e  Independent m in is te r s  in  th e  Assembly and a group in  the  House o f
2

Commons had some c o h e s io n , bu t th e  evidence i s  v e iy  sc a n ty . The k ing

was n e g o tia t in g  w ith  Nye, th e  Independent le a d e r  in  th e  Assembly, in

November 1643 on a b a s is  o f r e l ig io u s  t o l e r a t i o n ,  and on a s im ila r  b a s is

w ith  Vane in  th e  fo llo w in g  Ja n u a iy . Vane was in  touch  w ith  P e te r  S te n y ^

TT *The problem o f  th e  P r esb y ter ia n  Independents^, R e-a p p ra isa ls  T n  
H isto r y . London, 1962, 177.

2 . Y ule, In d ep en d en ts . 43. D r. Y ule’s d ed u c tio n  i s  based on ly  on 
th e  s im i l a r i t y  o f  p o lic y  betw een Nye and Vane.

3 . He was p re s e n t  when Vane c o n su lte d  v a rio u s  p eop le  about th e  Lovelace 
n e g o t ia t io n s .  (See below ). But Vane chose Moses W all, who i s  n o t 
known to  have been an Independen t, as h is  e m issa ry .
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4
an o th e r  Independen t, and w ith  Roger W illiam s, a t  th a t  tim e , bu t

t h i s  i s  h a rd ly  s u f f i c i e n t  p ro o f t h a t  th e  Independent m in is te r s  and

Vane’ s group were c o -o p e ra tin g . Vane h im se lf  d id  n o t openly champion
2

l i b e r t y  o f  co n sc ien ce  untiL3q)fcent)eri644. I t  seems very  l ik e ly  th a t  

th e o lo g ic a l  q u e s tio n s  slum bered in  1644, n o t because o f pym’ s in f lu e n c e , 

b u t because P a r l ia m e n t’s m i l i ta r y  p o s i t io n  was so d e s p e ra te . They 

co n tin u ed  to  slum ber u n t i l  th e  summer, because u n t i l  M arston Moor had 

been fo u g h t, th e  m il i ta r y  s i tu a t io n  was s t i l l  u n c e r ta in . Q uite 

p robab ly  Vane d e l ib e r a te ly  r e f r a in e d  from r a i s in g  c o n tro v e rs ia l  

r e l ig io u s  q u e s tio n s  f o r  th e  same rea so n . But i f  Vane and h i s  opponents 

were not d iv id e d  on r e l ig io u s  i s s u e s ,  can one then  c a l l  Vane’s group 

Independen ts , and H o lie s ’s P re sb y te r ia n s?

As e a r ly  as August 1643 D’Ewes w ro te  th a t  th e  ’Independent and 

h e r e t i c a l  p a r ty ’ were hoping to  c a r ry  through  t h e i r  d esign  o f  e x t i r p a t in g  

monarchy-.^ He was c le a r ly  a s s o c ia t in g  Independency w ith  very  r a d i c a l  

p o l i t i c a l  v iew s. But D’Ewes was f u l l  o f  r e l ig io u s  p re ju d ic e s ,  and 

Vane and S t .  John  a re  no t knov/n to  have supported  repub lican ism  ; Vane 

i s  m ost u n lik e ly  to have done s o .^  On t h e i r  s id e  H o lies  and C lotw orthy 

d id  n o t appear a s  f e rv e n t  su p p o rte rs  o f p re sb y te r ia n ism , though from 

th e  summer o f  1644 onwards th e  S co ts com m issioners in  london were 

g r a v i ta t in g  tow ards them. I t  seems l ik e ly  th a t  H o lie s  emerged as a 

le a d e r ,  w ith  o th e r s  such as  Maynard, in  th e  sp r in g  o f 1643, d u rin g  th e  

d eb a tes  on the peace n e g o tia t io n s ,  t h a t  he le d  th e  o p p o sitio n  to  th e

1 . See below , p .  347.
2 . See below, p .  345.
3 . H a r l .163 , f . 152 .
4 .  See below, conclu sion ,,p .370 .
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S c o t t is h  a l l ia n c e  (which o f  cou rse  was r e l a te d  to  th e  c o n tin u a tio n  o f  

war) l a t e r  in  1645» and th a t  th rough  1645 and 1644 th e  key q u estio n s 

w ere, as P ro fe s s o r  H ex ter saw, p o l i t i c a l  ones. The te rm s which have 

a r e l ig io u s  co n n o ta tio n  w i l l  not be used  here  th e re fo re  f o r  th e  1644 

p e r io d , b u t only  f o r  1645 and l a t e r ,  when r e l ig io u s  i s s u e s  had more 

c le a r ly  emerged, (though t h e i r  im portance has o f te n  been ex ag g e ra ted ), 

and when th e  term s have th e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  common contem porary u sag e .

Vane’ s c o l la b o ra to r s  again  in c lu d ed  S t .  John , whose name i s  coupled  

w ith  Vane’ s on innum erable o c c a s io n s . B oth w anted th e  Committee o f
OBoth Kingdoms, and n o t p a r lia m e n t, to  c o n tro l  peace n e g o tia t io n s ,  

and to  d i r e c t  th e  e a r l  o f  E sse x ’s a m y ,^  and l a t e r  th e  two f r ie n d s

t r i e d  to  weaken th a t  arny  by g iv in g  more a u th o r i ty  to  Skippon and

6
W a lle r ;^  th e re  a re  many o th e r  in s ta n c e s  o f t h e i r  c o -o p e ra tio n .

5
H e s i l r ig e  o f te n  supported  them, and T ate belonged to  t h i s  group.

S trode  took  th e  same l i n e  on r e f e r r in g  peace n e g o tia t io n s  to  th e

7 8Committee o f  Both Kingdoms, and on o th e r  m a tte rs  to o , though he was

an im p o rtan t and independent-m inded member, and Samuel Browne, whose

p a r t  in  p a rliam en t has n o t been s u f f i c i e n t l y  va lued , sometimes a t  l e a s t
9

co -o p e ra te d  w ith  Vane and S t .  John . Cromwell o f  cou rse  was a s so c ia te d

1 . o p . c i t .
2 . H a r l . l6 6 ,  f .3 3 .
3 . I b i d . , f .3 6 .
4 . I b id . . f .1 2 8 v . For o th e r  examples o f  t h e i r  c o -o p e ra tio n , see  i b i d .

f f .4 8 ,  53v, 6 lv ,  128, e ^ . a l .
5 . I b i d . ,  f f .3 6 ,  37, 46.
6 . I b id . , f  .3 3 . ’T a te , s e t  on by yong Fane, S o l l i c i t o r ,  and o th e r s ’ .

See a lso  f f .3 8 v ,  4Û.
7 . I b i d . . f .4 1 .
8 . I b id . , f . 128.
9 . See below ,pp . ?0, 78.
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w ith  them, and L i s l e ’ s w i l l in g n e s s  to  a c t  as t h e ir  agent in  th e
4

Commons was su sp ec ted  by D’Ewes, p robab ly  w ith  re a so n . The

p o l i t i c a l  methods o f Vane and S t .  John , in  so f a r  as they  can be

a s c e r ta in e d , a re  i l l u s t r a t e d  l a t e r  in  t h i s  c h a p te r . One must

remember t h a t  le a d in g  M .P.s m ight v o te  sometimes w ith  a group and

sometimes a g a in s t  i t ;  n e v e r th e le s s  i t  i s  s t i l l  t ru e  to  say t h a t  Vane

and S t .  John in  some s o r t  le d  a ’w a r-p a r ty ’ , o r  a t  l e a s t  an a n ti-p e a c e

group. And though Vane and S t .  John could no t alw ays c a rry  th e

House v /ith  them in  I 644, th ey  used  a d ro i t  p a rlia m e n ta ry  t a c t i c s  in

t h e i r  endeavours to  do so .

Undoubtedly th e ir  most in s e r t  ant in strum ent fo r  t h is  purpose

was th e  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms, no t on ly  in  th e  manner in  which

i t  was se t  up, b u t a lso  in  the  way i t  was used  a f t e r  i t s  e s ta b lish m e n t.

P ro fe s s o r  N o te s te in  gave a m a s te r ly  account o f  th e  fo rm ation  of t h i s
2

rem arkable com m ittee, bu t as th e  com m ittee, l i k e  so many o f  th e  

c o n s tru c tiv e  m easures o f  1643-45, was e v id e n tly  Vane’ s b r a in - c h i ld ,  

more d e ta i le d  c o n s id e ra tio n  i s  g iven  here to  th o se  even ts o f  th e  

p e rio d  o f  th e  com m ittee’ s fo rm a tio n , ( th e  months o f  O ctober 1643 to  

February 1644), which a re  o f i n t e r e s t  i n  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  Vane. There 

a re  a lso  im p o rtan t a sp ec ts  o f  the  work o f th e  com m ittee, when once 

e s ta b l is h e d ,  w hich concern Vane, and which were o u ts id e  P ro fe s s o r  

N o te s te in ’s term s o f  re fe re n c e .

1 . I b id . . f .1 4 9 .’Mr. L is le  by a p re-a rrangem en t d o u b tle s s  o f some th e  
v io le n t  moved very  e a rn e s t ly  t h a t  w r i t t s  might be is su e d  o u t f o r  
new e le c t io n s ’ . 16 O ct. 1644. See a lso  f . 36 .

2 . W. N o te s te in , ’The e s tab lish m en t o f  th e  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms’ ,
A J^ ., x v i i ( l9 1 2 ) ,  477-95, h e r e a f te r  r e f e r r e d  to  as N o te s te in .
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In  J u ly  1642 a Committee f o r  th e  S a fe ty  o f  th e  Kingdom was 
1

e s ta b l is h e d .  As P ro fe s s o r  H ex ter p o in te d  o u t ,  th e re  i s  no a n a ly s is
2

o f  t h i s  com m ittee’ s a c t i v i t i e s .  I t  was a com m ittee f o r  d i r e c t in g  

th e  w ar,^  and p re -e m in e n tly  I ^ ’ s com m ittee .^  P ro fe s s o r  N o te s te in  

though t th e  com m ittee was never a pow erfu l c o u n c il o f s t a t e ,  i n  s p i t e  

o f  th e  view taken  o f  i t  in  a ro y a l  p ro c lam a tio n , which speaks o f  

’ th e  whole power o f  p a rlia m e n t, and m ore, being  re so lv e d  in to  a
5

comm ittee o f  a few men, c o n tra ry  to  a l l  law , custom  and p reced en t’.

The k ing  can h a rd ly  have been r e f e r r in g  to  any o th e r  com m ittee, and 

P ro fe s s o r  N o te s te in ’ s e s t im a te  o f th e  Committee o f  S a fe ty  should  be 

re v is e d . F o r fo u r te e n  months i t  was a v e iy  pow erfu l com m ittee. When 

Hotham was approached by Lord S a v i l l  w ith  th e  o f f e r  o f  th e  su rre n d e r 

o f  York on c o n d itio n  th a t  Hotham made S a v i l l ’s peace w ith  p a rlia m e n t, 

Hotham c o n su lte d  th e  Committee o f  S a fe ty , and not p a r l ia m e n t. D’Ewes 

a s s e r ts  t h a t  some M.P.S w ere in d ig n a n t on h ea rin g  t h i s . ^  One d iu m a l l  

d e c la re d  th a t  when th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f th e  Committee o f  B oth Kingdoms 

was being  c o n s id e re d , th e  Commons h e ld  th a t  th e  new com m ittee would 

in  no way d e t r a c t  from th e  Lord G en era l’s power, ’f o r  th e  Committee o f  th e

1. I t  was more o f te n  c a l le d  th e  Committee f o r  th e  S a fe ty  th an  th e  
Committee o f  th e  S a fe ty .

2 . Reign o f King Pym. Cambridge, M ass., 1941, 58.
3 . C J. i i i V  314T 31^. 318 , 323 £ t
4 . F o r Pym’ s re p o r ts  o f i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  see  i b id . . i i , 639, 668, 696, 714,
3 . C larendon, R e b e llio n , v i i ,  141.
6. H a r l .163 , f .1 3 3 v . 2 Aug. l6 4 3 .



57.

S a f e t ie  had th e  same power fo rm e r l ie * . But in  O ctober 1643

f e l l  i l l ;  and th e  Conniittee o f  S a fe ty  l o s t  a l l  i t s  d r iv e .  On 17

O ctober W hittaker rep o rte d  th a t :  ’ th e  Committee o f  th e  S afe ly  n o t

now s i t t i n g ,  Mr. Pym being s ic k * , a committee was named to  "co n s id e r
2

o f  a Council o f  War*. I t  shou ld  be no ted  th a t  V /h ittaker e v id e n tly

equated  th e  Committee o f S a fe ty  w ith  a co u n c il o f  w ar. I t  c e r t a in ly

had been busy enough to  have i t s  own s e c re ta ry , Heniy P a rk e r .^

P erhaps i t  had been too  busy, f o r  i t  seems to  have acq u ired  a

re p u ta tio n  f o r  d i l a to r in e s s  even b e fo re  lym ’ s d e a th . In  March 1643

Rigby asked f o r  gunpowder to  be su p p lie d  to  L ancash ire  from th e

m agazine a t H u ll .  When some M.P.S moved to  r e f e r  th e  m atter to  the

Committee f o r  th e  S a fe ty  Rigby s a id  he would r a th e r  be re fu s e d .

'Pym  p ro te s te d  v ig o ro u s ly , but Rigby s a id  he had w a ite d  on th e  Committee

e n d le s s ly  and f r u i t l e s s l y ,  and accord ing  to  D’Ewes th e  House r e s te d
4

very  ’w e ll s a t i s f i e d ’ o f  R igby’s complaint©

The comm ittee s e t  up to  c o n s id e r  th e  nom ination  o f  a C ouncil o f  

iiar never r e p o r te d .  The nom inating  com m ittee’s membership i s  odd -  

i t  in c lu d ed  Pym, S t .  John and one o f  the  Vanes, bu t w ith  th e  ex cep tio n  

o f H e s ilr ig e  and W aller ( th e n  p ro b ab ly  supported  by Vane’ s g ro u p ), no 

M.P. w ith  a c tu a l  ex p erien ce  in  the f i e l d ;  th e  f r ie n d s  o f  the e a r l  o f

1 . The Klngdomes Weekly I n te l l ig e n c e r ,  p p .330-331. 7-14 Feb. 1644 E 33(6 .)
One co rresponden t w ro te  to  the  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms as th e  
Committee f o r  th e  S a fe ty  o f  Both Kingdoms. CSPD.1644,1 6 l . For 
D’Ewes view o f th e  Committee as an extrem ely  pow erfu l committee which
’communicated as much to  us as th e y  thought i t  f i t t i n g  fo r  us to  
know’ , see H a r l .164, f .8 l8 v .

2 . W h ittak e r , f .8 4 v .
3 . H a rl. I 63, f .2 1 0 v .
4 . H a r l.  164 , f .3 3 8 .  22 Mar. l6 4 3 .
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1
E ssex , such a s  S ta p le to n , were p o in te d ly  excluded© One wonders

why th e  comm ittee never re p o r te d  -  p robab ly  because th e  c o u n c il o f

war was in te n d ed  by th e  opponents o f  E ssex to  take th e  d i r e c t io n  o f

m il i ta ry  o p e ra tio n s  o u t o f  th e  hands o f  th e  e a r l ,  b u t th e  House would

never have to le r a te d  a c o u n c i l  o f war from  which both  S ta p le to n  and

Clot w orthy were excluded , a s  th e  nom inating comm ittee would have liked©

The Committee o f  S a fe ty  con tinued  to  s i t  -  on 18 O ctober i t  was
2

o rd ered  to  r e c r u i t  men f o r  th e  arny o f  the  e a r l  o f  E ssex . On 2

O ctober H e s i l r ig e  was a c tu a lJ y  added to  i t , ^  and i t  was o rd e red  to

meet i n  th e  a fte rn o o n , and a t  iÿm ’ s home, Derby House, j u s t  as th e

Conm ittee o f  Both Kingdoms was to  do in  th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r s .  I t  looks

as though a determ ined a ttem p t to secu re  government by com m ittees was

made on 13 November 1643 -  th e  Committee o f  S a fe ty , fo llo w ed  by o th e r

oom m ittees, was to  s i t  on th r e e  days a week, and th e  Commons w ere to  s i t
4

only  on th e  o th e r  weekdays© That a f te rn o o n , f o r  some rea so n , on ly
5

th e  Commons* members o f  th e  Committee o f  S a fe ty  met© P robab ly  some 

o f  th e  Lords* members, o r  th e  House o f Lords i t s e l f ,  were n o t personae 

g ra ta  to  th e  dominant p a r ty  i n  th e  Lower House. In  lym* s absence th e  

e ld e r  Vcuae e v id e n tly  a c ted  as chairm an -  he re p o r te d  from th e  committee 

on 20 November, when h is  p ro p o sa ls  f o r  supp ly ing  W aller* s army met

1 . i i i ,  278. P ro fe s s o r  N o te s te in  d id  n o t m ention t h i s  a b o rtiv e
com m ittee.

2 . I b id .  4 280.
3 . I b i d em 299.
4 . I b id em 309.
3 . I b i d . m 310.
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1
w ith  th e  o p p o s itio n  o f  h i s  so n . In  th e  fo llo w in g  weeks, many

m a tte rs  were d i r e c te d  to  th e  a t te n t io n  o f  th e  Committee o f  S a fe ty ,
2

alm ost a l l  in  connection  w ith  p ro v id in g  men o r  money f o r  th e  w ar,

but c e r ta in ly  th e re  i s  no in d ic a t io n  th a t  i t  was p re p a rin g  d r a f t s  f o r

th e  House to  r a t i f y ,  u n le s s  th e  House so in s t r u c te d  -  i t  was n o t a

p ro to ty p e  o f  th e  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms in  th a t  r e s p e c t .  Perhaps

th e  House d id  n o t want a d i r e c t in g  committee a t  t h i s  ju n c tu re  -  the

Commons were soon s i t t i n g  on th e  days re s e rv e d  f o r  th e  com m ittees,^

and i t  looks as though th e  Commons m erely w anted a body th a t  v/ould do

some p re p a ra to iy  and fo llo w -u p  work, and n o t a 'c a b in e t* . M oreover,

the  Committee o f  S a fe ty  seems to  have lack ed  some e s s e n t ia l  energy -  on

12 December i t  v/as o rd ered  to  s i t  eveiy day a t  3 p.m . bu t i t  e v id e n tly

d id  no t -  s ix  days l a t e r  i t  was o rd ered  to meet ’perem ptorily*  a t  3 p.m .

a t  l a t e s t ,  an unnecessary  in s t r u c t io n  i f  th e  p rev io u s  o rd e r  had been 
4

obeyed.

The f i r s t  open move foreshadow ing th e  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms

was made in  November l6 4 3 ; P ro fe s s o r  N o te s te in  thought t h a t  t h i s  was
5

probably  due to  Vane, S t .  John  and Say, f o r  F y m  was a lre ad y  i l l .

This may w e ll  be so -  Vane had a rr iv e d  from S co tlan d , p robab ly  on 23 

O ctober; he gave a re p o r t  to  th e  Commons on 26 O ctober, and as he spoke 

in  th e  Commons on 2 November he was alm ost c e r ta in ly  in  London when

T l  H a r l ,163 , f .2 l3 v .
2 . See p . 56 , n o te  3»
3 . ^ . i i i ,  322 , 324.
4 . I b i d . , 339. 344.
3 . N o te s te in , 480. The 8 O ct. move, b e fo re  p a rliam e n t was to ld  o f  th e

p ro p o sa l to  app o in t s p e c ia l  com m issioners, was n o t Vane’ s ,  f o r  he
was in  S c o tla n d .
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1
th e  in s t r u c t io n s  were se n t to  P a r lia m e n t’ s com m issioners. But 

th e re  i s  no th ing  to  in d ic a te  th a t  even y e t  th e re  was any in te n t io n  

to  supersede  th e  Committee o f  S a fe ty ; th e  obvious method o f  con­

s t i t u t i n g  a committee f o r  bo th  kingdoms was to  jo in  th e  Committee 

o f  S a fe ty  w ith  some S oots com m issioners. On 30 Jan u ary  1644, alm ost 

im m ediately a f t e r  th e  a r r i v a l  o f  th e  S co ts  co m n iss io n e rs , th e  ord inance  

e s ta b l is h in g  th e  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms was d r a f te d ,  and an

alm ost e n t i r e l y  new com m ittee was nom inated to  jo in  th e  S c o ts . The
2

o rd in an ce  was the  work o f  St© John ardV ane, and P ro fe s s o r  N o te s te in  showed 

th a t  H o lie s ’ s group, who were th e  peace p a r ty  and th e  f r ie n d s  o f the  

e a r l  o f  E ssex , were being  excluded . I t  was presum ably th e  l a s t  two 

f a c to r s  which le d  th e  S co ts  to  acqu iesce  i n  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f H o lies 

and h i s  su p p o rte rs  -  i f  indeed  th e  S co ts understood  the  p o l i t i c a l  

s i tu a t io n  in  England a t  a l l . ^

I t  shou ld  be no ted  t h a t  th o se  prom inent M.P.S who g e n e ra lly  

supported  H o lie s  and who were excluded from  th e  Committee^ were those  

v/ho had p a r t i c u l a r ly  c ro sse d  swords w ith  Vane. H o lie s  him self^ though 

he was one o f th e  most re s p e c te d  M .P.s^ and had had m i l i ta r y  ex p e rien c e , 

was n o t one o f  th e  com m ittee . About t h i s  tim e H olies was more than  

once in  o p p o s itio n  to  Vane in  the  House, and Vane was d e fe a te d  -

H o lie s ’ s fo llo w in g  was c o n s id e ra b le . In  t h i s  same month o f January
TI H a r l.  1^5, f .2 0 2 . I t  was in ten d ed  th a t  Vane should r e tu r n  to  

S co tlan d  ’s h o r t ly ’ b u t he d id  n o t . ( i b id . ,£ 2 0 0 . 31 O c t.l6 4 3 ) .
2 . B a i l l i e . i i ,  141.
3 . F o r H o lie s ’ s view , th a t  th e  e a r l  o f  E ssex  was obnoxious bo th  as

a m onarch ist and p e a c e - lo v e r , see h i s  Memoirs, 195.
4 . S ta p le to n  was a member.
3 . For th e  re sp e c t in  which he was h e ld  see  fo r  in s ta n c e  Sab ra n , ’Mm.

Hol i s  e t  Vaynes f o r t  a c c ré d i té s  dans l a  Chambre des Communes...»
BM.Add.346O f . 30 . 23 May 1644. S ta p le to n  wanted to be sen t to  th e  
S c o t t i s h  a z w , acco rd ing  to  B r i l l i e  -  t h i s  may e x p la in  h i s  in c lu s io n .
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1644, f o r  in s ta n c e . Vane and H e s i lr ig e  were in  fav o u r o f  im peaching 

the  e a r l  o f  H olland f o r  d e s e r t in g  to  th e  k in g  a t  Oxford; they  were 

t e l l e r s  in  th e  d iv is io n ,  a g a in s t  H o lies  and S ta p le to n , and were in
4

the  m in o r ity . C lo tw orthy*s e x c lu s io n  from  the new com m ittee i s

a lso  notev /orthy ; he too had had m i l i t a r y  e x p e rien c e . But Vane had

c la sh ed  w ith  him s e v e ra l  tim es -  C lotw orthy had argued v ig o ro u s ly  in

favou r o f  a p p o in tin g  an E n g lish  nobleman to  command th e  E n g lish  tro o p s

in  I r e la n d ,  r a th e r  th an  a llow ing  G eneral L e s lie  to  c o n tro l  th e  tro o p s  
2

o f  bo th  n a t io n s ,  and Vane had a ls o  accused C lotw orthy o f  co m p lic ity  

in  the C ity  P lo t  in  Ja n u a ry , though he d id  no t p e r s i s t  w ith  th e  

ch arg e .^

A nother a sp ec t o f  th e  o r ig in a l  o rd in an ce  o f  30 J a n u a ry , and one 

which P ro fe s s o r  N o te s te in  d id  n o t d is c u s s ,  i s  im p o rta n t. I f  t h i s  

o rd inance  had p asse d , th e  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms, woiLd n o t m erely 

have c o n s is te d  o f th e  ’w a r-p a rty * , bu t i t  would have had a u th o r i ty  over 

th e  v i t a l  is s u e  o f  peace o r  war. T his was a b o ld  a ttem p t to  remove 

peace n e g o tia t io n s  from p a r lia m e n t’s c o n tr o l ,  and th e  c ircum stances 

o f  the tim e show why. The r o y a l i s t  p a rlia m e n t a t  Oxford had met on 

22 Jan u ary  1644.^  W ithin f iv e  days i t  had se n t peace o v e r tu re s  to
5

th e  e a r l  o f  E ssex . The ’war p a r ty  ’ m ust have been w e ll  aware how s tro n g  

Was th e  demand f o r  p eace , ^and Vane’s t r i a l s  o f  s t r e n g th  w ith  H o lies  had àiown

1 . Ç J. i i i ,  370.
2 . H a r l. 165 , f .2 3 4 . 22 D ec. l6 4 3 .
3 . W h ittak e r, f . 106 , 8 J a n . 1644.
4 . C larendon, R e b e llio n , v i i ,  370.
5 . I b id .
6 . D .A .Bigby, A nglo-French R e la tio n s , 164I to  1649» 1933,46; H a r l .1 63,

f.149vo
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him t h a t  in  th e  House he m ight lo se  th e  day . Hence th e  a t te n p t  to  

g iv e  th e  new comm ittee a power th e  Committee o f S a fe ty  had never had , 

th a t  o f  n e g o tia t in g  peace  te r n s .  The a ttem pt was u n su c c e ss fu l -  th e  

o rd in an ce  o f 30 Ja n u a iy  d id  no t p a s s ,  though months l a t e r ,  when the. 

Committee o f  Both Kingdoms had been s e t  up, the  coveted  a u th o r i ty  was 

o b ta in e d , a f t e r  a s t r u g g le .  D’Ewes saw in  the  Ja n u a iy  o rd inance  many 

s ig n s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  m anoeuvring, and h is  account o f  th e  f a i lu r e  o f  th e  

o rd in an ce  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g :  ’D iv e rs  o f  th o se  m em bers.. ©whose names

were i n s e r t e d . . . s t o o d  up and p ro fe s se d  th a t  th ey  knew ^ n o ^  

a n ie th in g  o f  i t  (b u t most c e r t a in  i t  was t h a t  though Mr. P e re p o in t 

and S ir  P h i l ip  S ta p le to n  were p u t as s l e i  j^gi^ t  o r  deyvice to  make th e  

m a tte r  seem th e  b e t t e r ,  be ing  men w ith o u t e x c e p tio n , y e t . . .  th e  sense 

o f  th e  Howse was t h a t  i t  was a b reach  o f  p r iv i l e g e  e t c . . . a n d  soe i t  was 

no t resD lu te  l i e  damnd but l a i d  a s id e  .)’  ̂ The Commons had a t  once 

seen  th e  im portance o f  th e  powers and p e rso n n e l o f  the  Committee -  

Reynolds had su g g ested  th a t  m ost o f th e  members h e ld  p o s i t io n s  i n  th e

arny and would be ab le  to  c o n tin u e  the  war as long as th e y  l ik e d  and

2 5f a t t e n  t h e i r  p u r s e s .  Vane opposed him, but he d id  n o t  fo rg e t  th e

a c c u sa tio n .

The Coriffnons e v id e n tly  were n o t gping to  p a ss  Vane and S t .  J o h n ’s

o rd in a n c e . A second o rd inance  was th e re fo re  in tro d u c e d , t h i s  tim e  in
if

th e  Lords, b u t e x a c tly  th e  same tw en ty -one  names were p u t fo rw ard .

1 . H a r l. 166, f . l 8 ,  3 Feb. l6i*if. The b reach  o f  p r iv i l e g e  i s  e x p la in e d  
below,

2 . N o te s te in . 489© (T h is  i s  from W hittalcer, f . l i j k ;  J
3 . I b i d ©
4 . I b i d . .  491 .
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Vane was th e  man behind t h i s  second o rd inance  -  he bore th e  b ru n t o f

th e  debate  in  i t s  d e fen ce . According to  D’Ewes, who was an e x p e rt

on c o n s t i t u t io n a l  p ro ce d u re , i t  was n o t p a rlia m e n ta iy  p r a c t ic e  f o r
1

th e  names o f  a com m ittee to  be in c lu d e d  in  th e  d r a f t  o rd inance  -

th e  Commons should  f i x  th e  number o f  th e  com m ittee, and i n s e r t  th e

names o f  t h e i r  nom inees on ly  when th e  Lords had chosen  t h e i r s .  H is

was p robab ly  th e  c o r r e c t  view o f  p a rlia m e n ta iy  p r a c t i c e ,  but th e

fram e rs  o f  th e  o rd in a n c e , o f  whom Vane must have been one, i f  n o t th e

c h ie f ,  were e v id e n tly  de te im ined  n o t to  l e t  the  Commons have a f r e e  v o te ,  and

a d iv is io n  took p la c e ,  on th e  q u e s tio n  o f v o tin g  on th e  names

a lre a d y  p u t fo rw ard  (c o n tra ry  to  custom ) in  th e  o rd in a n c e . As

P ro fe s s o r  N o te s te in  saw. Vane’s  g roup , who o r d in a r i ly  had a narrow

m a jo r ity  in  th e  Gomnons, were e n su rin g  th e i r  own c o n tr o l  o f  th e

com m ittee -  th e  Commons were n o t to  be allow ed to  make nom inations

th em se lv es . H e s i l r ig e  and Vane w ere  th e  t e l l e r s  i n  favou r o f  t h i s

u n u su a l o rd in an ce . H o lie s  and S i r  W illiam  Lewes were th e  t e l l e r s  f o r

th e  o p p o s itio n , and were d e fe a te d , by 51 to  65 v o te s .  The Commons

were now allow ed to  v o te  f o r  o r  a g a in s t  each  o f  the  whole tw en ty -one ,

b u t o f  course  th ey  co u ld  n o t add names to  th e  l i s t .  The Lords to o ,

i t  may be n o ted , were t i e d  down to  th e  names in  th e  o rd in an ce , and

th e  V enetian  am bassador saw t h a t  th e  Commons were i n  f a c t  nom inating
1 . Cage, ’an o ld  p a rliam e n t man’ , s a id  i n  l6if2 t h a t  ’noe man ought to  

b rin g  in  th e  name o f  a Committee o r  an a d d it io n  to  a Committee w r i t te n  
in  p a p e r, b u t t h a t  they  ought to  be named by th e  House’ . On t h i s  
occasio n  th e  w r i t te n  p ap er o f  com m ittee names was r e je c te d .  Harl©
163, f .2 8 5 v . 21 JW y 1642 . Y onge 's view (EM.Add.l8 , 779 f .1 0 7 )  i s
s l i g h t ly  d i f f e r e n t  from D ’Swes, b u t he too th o u g h t t h a t  th e  Upper 
House had th e  r i g h t  to  re fu s e  th e  names pu t fo rw ard  by the  Commons©

2 . G J . i i i .  391. 7 F eb . l62*4. W hitelocke ( i ,2 5 7 )  n o te s  th a t  the  Commons’ 
nominees were n o t f r ie n d s  o f  E ssex , and H o lie s  (M onoirs.i .  198) 
r e f e r s  to  th e  pack ing  o f  th e  committee©
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1
th e  Lords* r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s .  The p e e rs  d id  t i y  to  add some o th e r

2
names, but e v e n tu a lly  gave way. In  th e  s tru g g le  w ith  th e  Lords,

Vane p lay e d  th e  most im p o rtan t p a r t .  When th e  Lords w anted th e

Committee o f  Both Kingdoms to  ’ adv ise  and c o n su lt  ’ , n o t ’o rd e r  and

d i r e c t ’ th e  conduct o f  th e  v/ar. Vane v/as one o f  th e  com m ittee to  p rep a re

an answer to th e  Lords i n  defence o f  th e  Commons’ p o s i t io n ,  he v/as a

manager o f bo th  th e  conferences w ith  th e  L ords, and r e p o r te r  o f  one .^

His l in e  o f  argument was w e l l - c a lc u la te d  to appea l to  p a r l ia m e n t.

He ’would n o t have too g r e a t  a pov/er in  th e  s o ld ie iy ,  bu t would

have them s u b je c t  to  th e  p a r lia m e n t, and to  your com m ittee’ A f te r

th e  second j o in t  co n fe ren ce  th e  Commons o rd ered  the  com m ittee wnich

had p re p a re d  th e  p re v io u s  answer to  th e  Lords to  have a sta tem en t

ready f o r  th e  fo llo w in g  m orning.^ The committee shou ld  have met

th a t  same day th e r e f o r e ,  bu t a p p a re n tly  d id  n o t ,  f o r  e a r ly  nex t

morning Vane moved th a t  i t  should  w ithdraw  to  do th e  work th e  House 
6

had s e t  i t .  He re tu rn e d  so qu ick ly  t h a t  D’Swes • so u rly  concluded th a t

Vane had ’d o u b tle ss  p re p a re d  most o f  the  re a so n s ’ f o r  th e  Commons’

7 8a t t i t u d e ,  the  n ig h t b e f o r e , ' Vane s a t  i n f  ro n t o f  D’Ewes in  th e  House,

and D’Ewes p robab ly  had o p p o r tu n it ie s  o f  obse rv in g  him. To the  L o rds’

1 . CSPV.1643-47. 74-73.
2 . N o te s te in , 492 ,
3 .  G J . i i i ,  396, 397, 398.
4 . BM.Aôd. 18, 779 f .6 4 v . 9 Feb .
5 . O T .i i i ,  398.
6 . H a r l . l6 6 ,  f . 2 .
7 . I b i d . , f . 12.
8 . I b i d . , f . 3 v .
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a ttem p ts  to  defend  th e  power o f  th e  e a r l  o f  Essex as a g a in s t  th e  

com m ittee Vane re tu rn e d  answer th a t  th e  committee would be d i s c r e e t ,  

and n o t command o r  d i r e c t  a iy th in g  unw ise , and th a t  Essex cou ld  always 

send th e  comm ittee th e  re a so n  f o r  h i s  r e f u s a l  to  obey I ̂  T his 

a ssu ran ce  would h a ro ly  assuage th e  wounded p r id e  o f  E ssex , and as 

P ro fe s s o r  N o te s te in  s a w , ^  Vane c o u ld  h a rd ly  have been s in c e re  in  

g iv in g  i t ,  Essex was much d iscou raged  by the lo s s  o f  h i s  a u th o r ity ^  -  

Vane had c e r ta in ly  won h i s  c o n te s t  w ith  th e  e a r l  and H o lie s .

The whole ep isode  o f  the  e s ta b lish m e n t o f  th e  Committee o f  

Both Kingdoms r e f l e c t e d  Vane’s c h a ra c te r  and m ethods, as P ro fe s s o r  

N o te s te in  p e rc e iv e d . Vane’s d e te rm in a tio n  was c le a r ly  shown; though 

h i s  f i r s t  o rd inance  was in  e f f e c t  d e fe a te d  in  th e  House, w ith in  a few 

days he had re tu rn e d  to  th e  charge w ith  a new o rd inance  so framed as 

to  be more a c c e p ta b le  to  th e  Commons -  th e  Committee would n o t now have 

th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  peace n e g o t ia t io n s ,  u n le s s  the  Commons so 

d i r e c te d .^  Vane was a lso  u sin g  the Commons’ aw areness o f  the  weakness 

o f  th e  o ld e r  Committee f o r  th e  S a fe ty  to  enab le  him to  d e s tro y  i t  -  

w ith  h i s  own c a p a c ity  f o r  su s ta in e d  and thorough work he p robab ly  d e sp ise d  

th e  com m ittee’s in e f f e c t iv e n e s s ,  and was re p la c in g  i t  by a more 

e f f i c i e n t  in s tru m en t f o r  w inning the  w ar, (which th e  Committee o f  Both 

Kingdoms c e r ta in ly  w as). In  p o l i t i c a l  d e x te r i ty  few o f  h i s  con tem poraries

1 . H a r l. 166 , f .1 2 .
2 . N o te s te in , 493 #
3 . I b id . ,  494.
4 .  The o rd in an c e  i s  e x p l i c i t  -  'n o th in g  in  t h i s  o rd inance  s h a l l  

a u th o r iz e  th e  Committee hereby  appo in ted  to  a d v ise , t r e a t ,  o r  
c o n su lt  concern ing  any c e s s a t io n  o f  arm s, o r  making p e ac e , w ithou t 
exp ress d i r e c t io n s  from b o th  Houses o f  P a r l ia m e n t’ . GJ. i i i ,  392 .
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could  e x c e l Vane.

In  th e  l a t e r  s t ru g g le  to  secure  f o r  th e  Cîommittee o f  Both 

Kingdoms th e  c o n tro l  o f  peace n e g o tia t io n s  w ith  th e  k in g , Vane 

again  p lay e d  a ve iy  prom inent p a r t .  On 14 March lé4 4  th e  Dutch
A

am bassadors info im ed the  Lords th a t  they  were w il l in g  to m ed ia te ;

Tate ’ s e t  on*, accord ing  to  D’Ewes, by Vane and S t .  Jo h n , moved

nex t m orning th a t  th e  Dutch o f f e r  should be r e f e r r e d  to  th e

Committee o f  Both Kingdoms. The Commons re so lv e d  w ith o u t a d iv is io n

th a t  th e  Committee (n o t ,  be i t  n o ted , th e  Goiiimons), shou ld  p rep a re

grounds f o r  a s a fe  and v/e 11-grounded p e a c e , such as bo th  England and
2

S c o tla n d  m ight c o n sen t t o ,  and Vane was one o f the  tw elve who were

in s t r u c te d  to  w ithdraw  and p rep a re  f o r  a conference w ith  th e  Lords 
3

on th e  s u b je c t .  He, w ith  S t . John , T a te , H o lie s , and W hitelocke 

managed th e  con fe rence  w ith  the  Upper H o u s e T h e  d e c la ra t io n  o f  

th e  com m ittee o f  tw e lv e , th a t  th e  p re p a ra t io n s  f o r  peace  should be 

e n tru s te d  to  th e  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms, on th e  ground th a t  by 

th a t  method the  adv ice  o f  th e  Sco ts would be o b ta in e d ,^  has a 

hollow  r in g ,  e ^ e c i a l l y  in  view o f  th e  way th e  S cots on th e  Committee 

were in  f a c t  o f te n  ig n o re d . The Commons’ m a jo rity  p ro b ab ly  d id  n o t 

re p re s e n t  th e  c o u n tiy ’ s op in io n  -  th e re  was an ahnost overwhelming

1 . G a rd in e r, CW., i ,  329.
2 . H a r l .  l6 6 , f .3 3 .
3 . Ç J .  i i i ,  428.
4 . CJ. i i i ,  432.
5 . I b i d . ,  429.
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d e s i r e  i n  th e  coun try  t b r  p e ac e , and th e  Commons showed them selves

aware o f  the  su sp ic io n  a t  home and abroad , th a t  P a rliam en t d id  no t 
1

want i t .  The Lords o b je c te d  to  a llow ing  th e  Committee o f  Both 

Kingdoms to  c o n tr o l  peace n e g o tia t io n s ;  they  had appo in ted  an ^  hoc 

com m ittee o f n in e  to  manage th e  n e g o tia t io n s  f o r  peace, and an o th e r 

con fe rence  between th e  two Houses was h e ld . Again Vane, t h i s  tim e w ith
p

th re e  o th e r s ,  managed th e  c o n fe ren ce , and he re p o rte d  i t .  The 

com m ittee o f  tw e lv e ’ s second answer to  th e  L ords, which th e  Commons 

endorsed , i s  c le v e r ,  bu t q u i te  unconv inc ing ;^  i t  i s  im p o ssib le  to  do 

o th e r  th a n  accep t G a rd in e r’ s co n c lu sio n  t h a t  the  Lords knew th a t  

th e  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms was h o s t i l e  to  peace , and t h a t  so d id  

th e  le a d in g  members o f  th e  Commons. The s tru g g le  co n tin u ed  f o r  over 

a f o r tn ig h t ;  a t  th e  end o f  March th e  Lords were s t i l l  demanding a 

s e p a ra te  comm ittee to  conduct peace n e g o tia t io n s ,  b u t Vane r e to r te d  

th a t  t h i s  d isp u te  was a m a tte r  o f  p r in c ip le ,  not o f  p ro ce d u re , and 

t h a t ,  i f  the  Lords would n o t  approve, th e  Commons alone shou ld  

eiïÇ)Ower the  Committee o f B oth Kingdoms to  conduct th e  peace  n e g o tia t io n s . '

On 30 March, when th e  v o te  v/as taken  upon th e  L ords’ re q u e s t  f o r  a

ad hoc com m ittee to  c o n s id e r  th e  D utch o f f e r  to  m ed ia te . Vane was 

one o f  th e  t e l l e r s  f o r  th e  o p p o s itio n , and only  the  S peaker’ s c a s t in g

1 . I b i d . ’Whereas th e re  have been many endeavours from O x fo rd .. . to  
r a i s e  a b e l i e f  in  th e  p e o p le , and in  fo re ig n  p a r t s ,  t h a t  they  
were in c l in e d  to  p e ac e , and th e  P a rlia m e n t av erse  to  i t ’ .

2 . I b i d . , 433.
5 . I b i d . . 435- 56 . 23 M ar.
4 .  H a r l .  166 , f .4 0 .  28 Mar.
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v o te  secu red  him a m a jo r ity .^

I t  i s  e v id e n t t h a t  th e  Committee o f  B oth Kingdoms, and th e

r e te n t io n  o f  i t s  pow er, con tinued  to  be im portan t to  Vane. Some

o f  th e  Commons* r e p l i e s  to  th e  Lords d u rin g  th e  co n tro v e rsy  may w e ll

have been h is  -  the  dub ious argument th a t  P a r lia m e n t, by d i r e c t in g

the o r i g in a l  Committee n o t  to  d isc u ss  peace n e g o tia t io n s  w ithou t

o rd e r  from  both  H ouses, were in ten d in g  to r e f e r  m a tte rs  o f  t h i s

k in d  to  th e  Committee, re a d s  veiy l ik e  Vane’ s methods o f  re a so n in g .^

I n c id e n ta l ly ,  he knew t h a t  th e  Conm ittee had been d is c u s s in g  peace

n e g o tia t io n s  w ithou t in s t r u c t io n s  from the  two H ouses.^

Even b e fo re  th e  s t ru g g le  ov e r the  e s tab lish m en t o f th e  Committee

o f  Both Kingdoms, an o th e r b i t t e r  c o n f l i c t  had taken  p la c e  between

H o lies* s g roup , who were su p p o rtin g  th e  e a r l s  o f  E ssex and Warwick, and

V sne’ so E a rly  in  Jan u ary  1644 Vane, S t .  John  and H e s i l r ig e  re v e a le d  to

th e  Commons S i r  B a s i l  B rooke’s p lo t  to have th e  k in g ’s p ro c la m a tio n ,

summoning a p a rlia m e n t to  O xford, p u b lish ed  in  London; th i s  was to  be

accompanied by peace o v e r tu re s  t o  the  Lord M ayor. How the in te rc e p te d
4

l e t t e r  th a t  b e tra y e d  th e  p lo t  was o b ta in ed  i s  nowhere s t a te d .  A Common 

H a ll was c a l le d  to  make known th e  p lo t  to  th e  Londoners, and Vane, one o f 

th e  sp eak e rs , made th e  o ccasio n  an op^jortun ity  to  a tta c k  the K ing’s re c e n t
5

pro clama tio n so  Vane p o in te d  o u t th a t  i f  th e  Y /estm inster p a rlia m e n t

u  C J. i i i ,  443; — —
2 . I b id . . 456.
5 . CSHD.1644 . 36 . See below, p .  77.
4 .  G J . i i i ,  358. 6 J a n .l6 4 4 . W h ittak e r, f ,1 0 5 v . B a i l l i e  ( i i ,1 3 3 )  says 

i t  ’came to  th e  n o se ’ o f  Vane©
5 . E 29(13) 16 J a n ,
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were d e c la re d  o n ly  a ’pretended* p a rliam en t ’ law s, l i b e r t i e s  and

r i g h t s ’ i . e . | ^ h e  e s ta b l is h e d  g a in s  o f the  Long P a rlia m e n t^ w o u ld

be in  danger# He shrewdly appea led  both  to  th e  C ity ’ s su sp ic io n

o f  th e  k in g ’ s d o u b le -d e a lin g  and to  th e  c i t i z e n s ’ reg a rd  f o r  t h e i r

own p o c k e ts . He reminded h i s  h e a re rs  th a t  in  th e  ro y a l  p ro c lam atio n

r e c a l l in g  the  la w -c o u rts  to  Oxford th e  C ity  had been c a l le d  th e

d iso b e d ie n t and r e b e l l io u s  c i t y ,  whereas in  C h arle s  I ’ s l e t t e r  to  th e

Lord Mayor no such approbious term s were u sed . Vane ended w ith  a

v igo rous passage  in  which he p o in te d  o u t t h a t  i f  th e  p a rliam en t and

law -c o u rts  w ere moved to  O xford London would be ’d e so la te  from a l l

t r a f f i c  ^ t r a d e j*  , and th e  la w -c o u r ts , ’ th e  l i f e  and p re s e rv a tio n

o f  a l l  your a f f a i r s  and b u s in e s s e s ’ , would be no longer th e r e .  He

warned th e  C ity  a lso  th a t  those  who went to  Oxford would have t h e i r

e s t a t e s  c o n f is c a te d . The C i ty ,  to  re a s s u re  th e  Commons o f  t h e i r  lo y a l ty ,

in v i te d  th e  whole House to  d in e , and Vane seconded S t .  John in  moving
1

th e  accep tance o f  th e  C i ty ’ s o f f e r ;  he was a lso  one o f  th e  fo u r  who
2

d ra f te d  th e  re p ly #

In  the  m iddle o f  th e  same month Vane was h im se lf  accused  o f  being 

a p a r ly  to  a r o y a l i s t  p l o t .  Lord Lovelace had se n t a s e rv a n t to  Vane, 

w ith  a l e t t e r  in  which Lovelace suggested  t h a t  Vane shou ld  send an envoy to  

whom Lovelace m ight ’in ^ a r t  some p ro p o s i t io n s  from a u th o r i ty ,  which 

might le a d  to  p u b lic  p e a c e ’ . Vane asked th e  e a r l  o f Warwick’ s c h a p la in , 

Moses W all, to  undertake  th e  m issio n ; w ith  him in  th e  room when he

1 , H a r l .  165 , f . 276 . 16 J a n .
2 . CJ. i i i ,  365* 13 J a n .  CSPV.1643-471 64 , 67,
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d id  so were h i s  u s u a l  c o l la b o ra to r s ,  S t .  John and H e s i l r ig e ,  and some 

o th e r s ,  in c lu d in g  P e te r  S te r ry ,  th e  m in is te r ,  l a t e r  to  be much a s so c ia te d  

w ith  Vene, W all, having been f i r s t  a ssu red  t h a t  th e  m ission  was 

la w fu l, as th e  Speaker was a cq u a in ted  w ith  i t ,  went to  W indsor, and met 

Lovelace would p u t n o th in g  i n  w r i t in g .  But he d e c la re d  t h a t  th e  

k ing  ’d id  esteem  S i r  Henry Vane and h is  p a r ty  to  be th e  h o n e s te s t  men 

o f  them th a t  s tu c k  to  the  p a r l ia m e n t’ , and t h a t  ’ th e  k ing  w i l l  y i e l d  to  

th e  d is a n n u ll in g  o f  laws which a re  made a g a in s t  te n d e r  consciences ’ •

Y/all on h i s  r e tu r n  w rote down what Lovelace had a s s e r te d ;  when he d id  

so th e  Speaker, H e s i lr ig e  and ’Mr. Browne’ were in  th e  room w ith  Vane.^

At t h i s  p o in t  Vane h im se lf  was i n  danger; th e  e a r l s  o f  E ssex  and 

Warwick had h ea rd  som ething o f th e  Lovelace n e g o tia t io n s ,  and th ey  

proceeded to  b r in g  p re s su re  to  b e a r  on Vane by th e  u se  th ey  made o f  them. 

The p la n  was c le v e r ,  and had an elem ent o f  i r o n ic  j u s t i c e  ; Vane and 

S t .  John had a y e a r  b e fo re  draw n up an o rd inance  by which i t  was tre a so n

to  h o ld  in te l l ig e n c e  w ith  Oxford u n le s s  bo th  H ouses, o r  th e  e a r l  o f
2

E ssex , were acq u a in ted  w ith  th e  n e g o tia t io n s .  E ssex  and Warwick thought 

th ey  had Vane ’c irc u m sc rib ed ’ , b u t they had n o t ;  Vane had somehow le a r n t  

o f  t h e i r  p la n , and b e fo re  they could  r a i s e  th e  m a tte r  in  th e  Lords Vane 

brought i t  b e fo re  th e  Commons. Vane defended h im se lf  n o t on ly  by re v e a l in g

1 . HMC. House o f  l o ^ ’ 6 th  Rep. App. P a r t  i ,  p . 3 . The accounts 
in  A n ti-A u lic u s  (e  31 ( l7 )  6 Feb. 1644) and W hittaker ( f .2 l6 v .  17 J a n .
1644) t a l l y  v e iy  w e ll in d eed  w ith  th e  d e p o s i t io n s  (by W all, by 
L ovelace’ s s e rv a n t , and by S t e r iy ) , now in  th e  L ords’ MSS. I t  i s  
d if t* ic u lt  to  see  w h y  Vane chose W all as h i s  em issary . ’Mr. Browne’ 
was p robab ly  Samuel Browne, b u t th e re  were th re e  o th e r  M .P.s w ith  t h a t  
surname.

2 . B a i l l i e ,  i i ,  135-36.
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th a t  th e  n e g o tia t io n s  were known to  th e  Commons comm ittee on the

C ity  P lo t ,  bu t a lso  by in g e n io u s ly  p le a d in g  th a t  th e  o rd in an ce  o f

1643 was no t b in d in g ; i t  had not been e n te re d  on th e  Lords* Jo u rn a l

by th e  C le rk , owing to  th e  cunning o f  some p e e rs .^  Vane d id  n o t

dw ell on th e  f a c t s  th a t  he had a t  no tim e c o n su lted  th e  House o f  L ords,

and th a t  th e  Speaker was n o t th e  House o f  Commons. He won over th e
2

House, however -  th e  Commons v o ted  him th a n k s#

F u r th e r  f r i c t i o n  w ith  the  e a r l  o f  E ssex soon fo llo w ed . D o r is la u s , 

th e  A dvocate-G eneral o f  th e  e a r l ’s army, had taken d e p o s itio n s  from 

L ovelace’ s s e rv a n t , who had been cau g h t, from W all, and from ano ther 

c h a p la in . E ssex had been o rd ered  by th e  Commons to  draw up a s ta n d in g  

commission f o r  t ry in g  t r e a s o n  su sp ec ts  by m a r t ia l  law  -  i t  would have 

been i r o n i c a l  i f  Vane had been th e  f i r s t  v ic t im . S t .  John  must have 

h eard  o f  D o r is la u s ’s a c t io n ,  f o r  he came to  se e  him, and w h ile  D o r is la u s  

was showing S t .  John th e  d r a f t  o f  th e  m a r t ia l  law commission Vane came 

i n .  ’They two’ , s a id  D o r is la u s , ’w alked a s id e  to g e th e r ,  and a f t e r  a 

l i t t l e  tim e Mr. S o l i c i t o r  and S i r  Heniy Vane came to  me a g a in , as i f  th e y  

had an in te n t io n  to  speak unto me’ . D o ris la u s  seems now to have ad m itted  

to  S t .  John  and Vene t h a t  th e  in te r r o g a t io n s  had taken  p la c e ,  and Vane 

e v id e n tly  co n sid ered  t h i s  an in frin g em en t o f  M©P.s’ p r iv i l e g e s ,  

in  t h a t  the  d e p o s itio n s  w ere a p re p a ra t io n  f o r  t iy in g  th o se  in v o lv ed , 

and by m a r t ia l  law . E ssex  was c le a r ly  s t i l l  t iy in g  to  ru in  Vane. But a

1 . I  cannot t r a c e  t h i s  o rd in a n c e . But a s im ila r  one imposing th e  d e a th  
p e n a lly  f o r  h o ld in g  in te l l ig e n c e  w ith  th e  r o y a l i s t s ,  was passed  on 
16 Aug. 1644 ( to  l a s t  f o r  fo u r  months o n ly ) , and B a i l l i e  may w e ll  be 
r i g h t .  (A cts and O rdinances « i ,  4 8 6 -8 8 ). I t  may be p a r t  o f  the  
D raconian l e g i s l a t i o n  m entioned by H o lie s , M emoirs. 195. F o r th e  
d eb a tes  on i t  see H a r l .166 , f f . 98 , I 06 , 106v©

2 . i i i ,  358. 6 J a n .
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day or  two la t e r  th e m atter was r a ise d  in  th e Commons, and a committee
4

was appointed , n o t in c lu d in g  Vane. There th e  m atter was a llow ed  to  

drop, both by th e Commons, and by E ssex .

According to  B a i l l i e ,  rtarwick and E ssex  were u sin g  th e ir  knowledge 

o f  th e L ovelace n e g o t ia t io n s  a s  a form o f  b lack m ail on Vane and S t .  John -  

th e  two e a r ls  knew th at Vane and S t .  John were tak in g  s te p s  to  r e v iv e  

th e  impeachment o f  th e  e a r l  o f  H olland fo r  d e s e r t in g  to  the king a t  

Oxford, and th e  e a r ls  were prepared  to  drop th e ir  charges i f  V sue and
P

S t .  John would spare H olland from continued  attack© Vane and S t .  John

refu sed  how ever, and i t  i s  in te r e s t in g  to  see  from th e  Jou rn a ls who were

th e M.P.S in v o lv ed  in  t h i s  s tr u g g le  -  Vane and H e s ilr ig e  were the

t e l l e r s  fo r  th e in^eachm ent. H o lie s  and S ta p le to n , the fr ie n d s  o f  Es s e x ,  ̂

defended H ollan d , as they had done in  November, when th e impeachment was 
4

f i r s t  proposed . Once more H o lie s  was opposing Vane, and t h i s  tim e
3

H o lie s  won; H olland was r e p r ie v e d .

I t  i s  c e r t a in ly  d i f f i c u l t  t o  see  why th e  king should have a t t ^ p t e d  

to  n e g o t ia te  w ith  Vane. A ccording to  W hittaker th e k ing was r e ly in g  

upon Vane’ s ’ tru e  in c l in a t io n  to  the p u b lic  g o o d .. .knowing him to  have 

a stron g  p arty  in  the House, and he th e  c h ie f  o f  i t ’ . But none o f

% GJ. i i i ,  375. 24 Jan. 1644-, The d e p o s itio n s  a re  c le a r ly  th o se  in  th e  
L ords’ MSS.

2 . B a i l l i e , as b e fo re . Vane had vehem ently opposed H o llan d ’s re -ad m iss io n
to  th e  Upper House. BM. Add. 18, 779 f ,4 9 *

3 . Rushw orth, p a r t  i v ,  v o l . i ,  1645-47 , 2 .
4 .  H o lla n d ’s impeachment had been proposed on 7 and 11 Nov©l643.

( G J . i i i ,  304, 3 0 8 .)  A committee was s e t  up to  c o n s id e r  th e  m a tte r ;  
f iv e  weeks l a t e r  an o rd inance  was tw ice  read  in  th e  House which 
p ro v id ed  f o r  th e  punishm ent o f  H olland and o th e r  d e s e r te r s  (an 
e a r ly  morning move), and bo th  Vane and H o lies  were added to  th e  
p rev io u s  committee, (i b i d . , 349*)

5 . By 75—60 v o te s . G J . i i i ,  370. 17 J a n .  1644*
6 . W h itta k e r , f© 2l6v.
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Vane’ s speeches in  1643 o r  1644 in d ic a te  t h a t  he was l i k e l y  to

su p p o rt peace p ro p o s a ls , and one can h a rd ly  th in k  th e  k in g  v/ould be

1so m isguided as to  th in k  so , A n ti-A u licu s  though t th e  n e g o tia t io n

was in te n d e d  to  d i s c r e d i t  Vane, which seems too  m a lic io u s  f o r  C h a rle s .

I t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  th e  k ing  was e x p lo i t in g  the  d i f f e r e n c e s  between

th e  su p p o r te rs  and opponents o f  r e l ig io u s  t o le r a t io n ,  b u t t h i s  e x p la n a tio n

has i t s  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  f o r  Vane was s t i l l  c o -o p e ra tin g  w ith  th e  S c o t t is h

P re s b y te r ia n s  in  th e  W estm inster Assembly in  th e  sp rin g  o f  1644, and

had n o t y e t  appeared  openly  as an advocate o f  t o l e r a t i o n .  P robably

however Vane was a lre a d y  working w ith  Roger W illiam s to  o b ta in  r e l ig io u s

t o le r a t i o n  f o r  Rhode I s la n d ,  in  th e  p a rlia m e n ta ry  Committee f o r  th e  
2

C o lo n ie s , and th is  was known a t  O xford. W hatever th e  k in g ’s m o tiv es, 

they  s t i l l  leave  Vane’s to be accounted  f o r .  A ccording to th e  

ev idence o f  Moses W all, Vane hoped by co n tin u in g  th e  n e g o tia t io n s  

to  f in d  o u t more about th e  C ity  P lo t ,  and t h i s  seems a rea so n ab le  

e x p la n a tio n , f o r  Vane m ight conce ivab ly  f in d  ou t w hich C ity  men were 

s e c r e t  r o y a l i s t s ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  s e c re t  su p p o r te rs  o f  peace  n e g o tia t io n s .

T hat Vane was h o n e s tly  t r e a t in g  w ith  th e  k ing  im p lie s  t h a t  he though t 

th e  p ro sp e c ts  o f  an accep tab le  compromise between h i s  views and th e  

k in g ’ s were h o p e fu l, and Vane’s in te l l ig e n c e  makes t h i s  u n l ik e ly .

1 . E 31 (1 7 ) , as b e fo re .
2 . See below p .  347.
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Vane’ s p a r t  in  e s ta b l is h in g  th e  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms 

shows t h a t  he c e r ta in ly  sought power, and achieved i t  sometimes 

by dub ious means. But he used th a t  power to  serve  what he conceived 

to  be th e  p u b lic  i n t e r e s t  w ith  t i r e l e s s  energy . I t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  

c o n s tru c t  alm ost a day-by-day d ia ry  f o r  Vane a t  t h i s  tim e from th e  

Committee o f  Both Kingdoms’ Day-Book and th e  Commons’ J o u rn a ls ,  and 

h is  re c o rd  i s  im p re ss iv e . A llowing f o r  the  f a c t  t h a t  he was absen t 

on th e  Committee’ s b u s in e s s , and in  th e  summer f o r  h e a l th  rea so n s , f o r  

45 d a y s . Vane was p re s e n t  in  1644 on 154 ou t o f  th e  199 days on which 

th e  Committee t r a n s a c te d  b u s in e s s , f o r  which th e  l i s t  o f  members p re s e n t  

i s  g iv e n . In  a d d it io n  on n ine  more such days, when th e  c le rk  g ives 

no in d ic a t io n  which man he i s  r e f e r r in g  t o ,  e i th e r  he o r  h is  f a th e r  

was p r e s e n t .  Assuming t h a t  on fo u r o f  th e se  o c ca s io n s  the  younger 

Vane i s  m eant, h i s  t o t a l  a tten d an ce  r i s e s  to  158. On a t  l e a s t  20 

days when he was n o t a t  th e  Committee he was in  the  Commons^ -  sometimes 

o b v io u sly  because he c o n s id e re d  th e  Commons were t r a n s a c t in g  p a r t i c u l a r ly
2 7 4im p o rtan t b u s in e s s . N aval m a tte r s ,  peace  n e g o tia t io n s ,^  and r e l ig io n  

drew him away from  th e  Committee o f  B oth Kingdoms, i t  seem s, and th e re

a re  one o r two o th e r  s u b je c ts  th a t  one v/ould guess accounted  f o r  h is

1 . I  have assumed V ane’s p resence  in  the  Commons i f  he was named as a 
comm ittee member, manager o f a co n fe ren ce , o r  t e l l e r  on th a t  d ay . 
Exam ination o f  th e  su b je c ts  d isc u sse d  in  th e  Commons when Vane was 
ab sen t from th e  Committee le a d s  one to  deduce th a t  th ese  account 
f o r  h i s  absence on th o se  d ay s . B a i l l i e  ( i i ,  230*16 S e p t .1644) 
t e s t i f i e s  to  Vane’s p a r t  in  d is c u s s io n s  on r e l ig io n  in  th e  H ouse,of 
which one w ould know l i t t l e  from th e  Jo u rn a ls  and d i a r i e s .

2 . i i i ,  701. 21 Nov. l6 4 4 .
3 . i i i ,  434-5 , 22 Mar. 1644; 445-6 , 3 A pr.l644 ; 713-4 , 4  Dec. 1644 .
4 .  I b i d . , 628. 16 S e p t. 1644.
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absence from th e  C om m ittee 's s e s s io n s .^  On fo u r  days when Vane 

was ab sen t from th e  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms, com m ittees o f  the 

Commons to which he had been nom inated m et, o r  a t  l e a s t  had been 

o rd e re d  to  m eet. T h is leav es  o n ly  seven teen  d a y s  on which Vane was 

n o t  c e r ta in ly  e i t h e r  a t  the House o f  Commons o r  a t  th e  Committee.

But th e re  were maiiy o c ca s io n s  on w hich Vane had been appo in ted  to  d r a f t  

docum ents, to  in te r r o g a te  su sp e c ts , o r  c a n y  o u t o th e r  m issions on 

b e h a lf  o f  the  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms, and th e se  may w e ll have been 

re s p o n s ib le  f  o r  some o f  h i s  ab sen c es . In  a d d itio n  he was s t i l l  

T re a su re r  o f  th e  Na-vy, and though th e re  i s  reaso n  to  th in k  th a t  h is  d ep u ty  

d id  much o f th e  w ork , some o f  th e  d u t ie s  o f th e  o f f i c e  undoubtedly 

devolved  on Vane h im s e lf .  He must have had a p ro d ig io u s  c a p a c ity  f o r  

w ork.

U n fo rtu n a te ly  th e  Day-book o f  th e  Committee o f  B oth Kingdoms does 

no t rec o rd  d is c u s s io n s  and i t  g ives l i t t l e  in d ic a t io n  o f  the  p a r t  p lay ed  

by in d iv id u a l  members in  th e  work o f  the Com mittee. Vane was f re q u e n tly  

th e  C om m ittee's spokesman in  th e  Commons ; sanetim es he went s t r a ig h t

from  th e  Committee to  th e  Commons, sometimes i t  was a day o r  two more

b e fo re  he p u t th e  C om m ittee 's b u s in e ss  before  th e  H ouse.^ On one

1 . The E le c to r  P a l a t i n e 's  a r r i v a l  i n  England was d is c u s se d  on 30 Aug. 
1644 ( C J . i i i , 6 l 2 ) ,  31 Aug. ( i b i d .  6 l3 ) ,  28 S e p t. ( i b i d . . 642);
and S c o t t is h  a f f a i r s  on 23 Nov. ( i b i d . 703), 13 Dec. ( i b i d . 722-3);
th e  N orth on 31 O c t. ( i b id .  682); Kent on 29 Nov. ( i b id . 708).
These were a l l  days when Vane was no t p re s e n t  a t  t h e  Committee.

2 . E .g . GSPD.1644 . 44 , and W h ittak e r , f .1 2 2 v ; CSPD.1644 . 137, and 
ig .  i i i ,  483 o

3 . E ,g .  CSPD.1644 . 95, and W . i i i ,  461 ; CSPP.1644. 98-99, and # .  
i i i ,  453.
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1
o c ca s io n  a packet o f  in te r c e p te d  l e t t e r s  had been g iv en  to  him, on

a n o th e r  he d e liv e re d  to  th e  Commons an in te rc e p te d  l e t t e r  which re v e a le d

th a t  a Dutchman had been g iven  a ro y a l  commission to  d e s tro y  P a r l ia m e n t 's  

2s h ip s ,  and perhaps th e  's e c r e t  se rv ice*  s id e  o f th e  C om m ittee 's 

a c t i v i t i e s  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  h is  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y .  S c o t t i s h  a f f a i r s  were 

c e r t a in ly  h is  p ro v in ce  -  alm ost always when th e se  had to  be re p o r te d  to  

th e  Commons Vane was th e  spokesm an,^ At one o f  the  f i r s t  m eetings o f  th e  

Committee, f o r  exam ple. Vane was in s t r u c te d  to r e p o r t  t o  the Commons 

th e  S co ts  com m issioners ' com pla in ts  o f  the p a rlo u s  c o n d itio n  o f  t h e i r  arny
4  K

in  I r e la n d .  T h is he d id  a t  th e  n ex t se s s io n  o f  th e  Commons,^ and he

co n tin u ed  to be much occu p ied  w ith  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  S c o tla n d .^  The

House o f  Commons was u n e n th u s ia s t io  about he lp  f o r  th e  S c o ts , e s p e c ia l ly  a t

th e  end o f 1644, when a P a rlia m e n ta ry  v ic to ry  in  th e  war seemed l ik e l y ,

and peace p ro p o s i t io n s  were under way. There was th e re fo re  re lu c ta n c e

to  supply  th e  f i n a n c ia l  and o th e r  needs o f  th e  S c o ts , and Vane o r

S t .  John had to  r a i s e  th e  m a tte r  i n  December 1644 s e v e ra l  t im e s .^

~  S ip .2 l/ lé , p . é .  'T h a t Mr. W eckerlin  do open a p a c k e tt  o f  l e t t e r s
which was b rough t in  by S i r  Henry Vane, which he re c e iv e d  from
Mr. C o rb e tt, be ing  in te r c e p te d  coming from beyond S e a s '.  T h is i s  
th e  younger Vane, f o r  h is  f a th e r  i s  no t reco rd ed  to  have been p re s e n t 
th a t  day .

2 . H a r l. l6 6 , f .3 9 .
3 . I b id . f f .3 3 ,  35, 47, 52v. 55, e t  a l .
4 .  CSPP.1644. 98 -99 . 6 Apr. 1644 .
5 . CJ. i i i ,  453, 8 A pr.
6 . See e .g .  W h itta k e r , f . l 6 7 v .  17 O c t.;  H a r l . l6 6 ,  f .6 6 v .  25 May; I b id .

f . 69 , 3 Ju n e .
7 . CSPD.1644- 45 . 172, 175; : ^ . i i i ,  717, 723, 731. At t h i s  tim e th e

House was busy d isc u ss in g  peeice p ro p o sa ls , th e  Committee o f  Both
Kingdoms was ig n o r in g  them.
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The a t t i tu d e  o f  th e  Coinraittee o f  Both Kingdoms to  Parliam ent 

i s  rem arkable; th e  d a te s  o f V ane's a c t i v i t i e s  as a member o f  th e  

Committee re v e a l an e x tra o rd in a ry  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s .  On 6 March l6i*4 

a sub-com m ittee, w ith  a quorum o f  two, was s e t  up by th e  Committee 

to  d r a f t  a D e c la ra tio n  on th e  k in g 's  re c e n t l e t t e r s  to  th e  e a r l  o f
A

E ssex concerning peace p ro p o sa ls . Vane was a member. I t  w i l l  

be remembered th a t  when the  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms had been s e t  

up, i t  was in s t ru c te d  to conduct peace n e g o tia tio n s  only when 

p a rliam e n t so o rd e red , and p a rliam en t had n o t so o rd ered  on th i s  

o c ca s io n . The Committee e v id e n tly  b e la te d ly  remembered th is  

r e s t r i c t i o n  -  on 9 March, th re e  days a f t e r  th e  sub-com m ittee had 

been s e t  up, th e  Commons in s t ru c te d  th e  Committee to  p rep a re  the  

D e c la ra tio n , which, unbeknown to  th e  House, was a lre ad y  in  hand.^

A s im ila r  in c id e n t to o k  p lace  on 2 A p r i l ,  when Vane w as sen t to  

the  G oldsm iths' H a ll Committee to  ask them to  l e t  th e  Committee a t  

Derby House know how much money cou ld  be p rov ided  f o r  the  Scots am y 

and when i t  could be s e n t .^  At th e  same tim e, e v id e n tly  in  th e  

m orning, S ta p le to n  was sen t o f f  to  read  to  the  Commons th e  l e t t e r  

from th e  Scots com m issioners about the  needs o f  t h e i r  a ray  in  the 

N o rth ,^  whereupon th e  Commons du ly  o rd ered  th e  G oldsm iths ' H a ll 

Committee to  meet th a t  a fte rnoon  to  'make p ro v is io n  o f  n e c e s s i t ie s
5

to  be se n t unto ou r b re th re n  in  S c o tla n d ' . The House was in  f a c t  

' rubber-stam ping ' th e  d ec is io n s  o f th e  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms.

I t  should  be no ted  th a t  the G oldsm iths ' H a ll  Committee was asked

1 . CSPD.1644. 36 .
2 . _ G J .i i i ,  423 .
3 . CSPD.1644. 91-92.
4 . I b id .
5 . ^ . i i i ,  444.
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by th e  Commons to  g iv e  p a r t i c u l a r s  o f  what sum i t  c o u ld  p ro v id e ,

n o t to  th e  Commons, b u t to  th e  Committee o f Both Kingdoms, On 9

May th e  Commons in s t r u c te d  Vane to  p re p a re  a l e t t e r  to  th e  County

Committee o f  K ent u rg in g  them to  m a in ta in  t h e i r  c a v a liy ,  and a s s u r in g

them th a t  i t  would n o t be employed excep t f o r  th e  s e rv ic e  o f  th e  
1

co u n ty . In  f a c t  th e  l e t t e r  had a lre a d y  been p re p a re d , re a d , and

d esp a tch ed , ( a t  th e  d i r e c t io n  o f  th e  C om m ittee), th e  p re v io u s  d ay .

Even more i n t e r e s t i n g  i s  an in c id e n t  in  J u ly .  The Committee o rd e re d

Vane and a Mr. Browne (p ro b ab ly  Samuel Browne) to  d r a f t  a l e t t e r  to

th e  com m ittees o f  th e  E a s te rn  A s so c ia t io n  to  h a s te n  th e  c o l l e c t io n  o f

money f o r  th e  e a r l  o f M a n c h e s te r 's  a m y .^  The l e t t e r  w ith  i t s  c le v e r

rem inder t h a t  su p p o rtin g  th e  e a r l ' s  a n y  in  th e  N orth  was a means o f

keep ing  th e  war o u t o f  E ast A n g lia , was drawn up on th e  same d ay , and

desp a tch ed  on th e  fo llo w in g  d a y , th e  9 th .^  Not u n t i l  th e  day a f t e r
5

th a t  d id  th e  Commons re s o lv e  t h a t  such a l e t t e r  sh o u ld  be s e n t .

Ey J u ly  th e  V e n e tian  am bassador was n o tin g  th e  d is c o n te n t  o f  th e  M .P .s,

who ' r e a l i s e  th e y  have made a m is ta k e  in  s e t t i n g  up th e  C ouncil o f

th e  Two N a tio n s  C s ic J  , a body which does e v e ry th in g  w ith o u t so much

as p a r t i c i p a t i n g  th e  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  in  f u l l  p a r l ia m e n t, where some have 
6

made co m p la in t.

1 . I b i d . , 487.
2 . CSHD.1644 . 152- 154 .
3 .  I b i d . , 3 25 . 8 J u ly .
4 .  I b i d . . 328.
5. ^ . i i i ,  556.
6 . CSPV. 1643- 4 7 . 115. H o lie s  n o ted  t h a t  th e  Committee 'd i d  manage a l l

th e  g r e a t  b u s in e s s . . . a s  fram ing p ro p o s i t io n s  fo r  p e a c e . . . a l l  
n e g o t ia t io n s  w ith  fo r e ig n  s t a t e s ' .  Memoirs, 221.
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On 13 May 1644 S t ,  John  n o t i f i e d  th e  Commons t h a t  th e  C om m ittee 's 

term  o f  appoin tm ent had ended: he e v id e n tly  expec ted  th e  House to
A

renew i t ,  bu t th e  House d id  n o t .  Three days l a t e r  Alderman Powke

appeared  w ith  an opportune p e t i t i o n  from th e  C ity  re q u e s tin g  t h a t  th e
2

Committee o f  B oth Kingdoms m ight s i t  a g a in , and th e  Commons d id  now 

send up to  th e  Lords an o rd in an ce  to  renew th e  C om m ittee 's pow ers.

B ut th e  Lords w ere determ ined  to  make changes i n  th e  membership o f  th e  

Com m ittee, and f o r  a f o r tn ig h t  a v ig o ro u s  s tru g g le  w ith  th e  Commons 

co n tin u ed  on t h i s  i s s u e .  The Lords w ished to  add f iv e  names to  th e  

o r i g i n a l  seven p e e r s  on th e  Committee o r  to  be a llov /ed  to  nom inate whom 

they  w ould. But th e  Commons' m a jo r ity  -  n o t a la rg e  one , on 7 May on ly  

e leven  v o te s  -  re fu s e d  a l l  th e  L o rd s ' amendments, even t h e i r  f i n a l  

c o n c e ss io n , on 21 May, t h a t  two p e e r s ' names only  should  be added to  th e  

Com m ittee,^ A f te r  th e  l a s t  u n su c c e ss fu l co n fe ren ce  o f  th e  two Houses 

on 22 May th e  Commons m a jo r ity  r e s o r te d  to  th e  t r i c k  o f  b r in g in g  in  th e  

f i r s t  o rd in a n c e , 't h e  Om nipotent O rd in a n c e ', as i t  was c a l le d  in  th e  

House, w hich empowered th e  Committee to 'o r d e r  and d i r e c t ' th e  w ar, 

and c o n tr o l  peace n e g o t ia t io n s ,  and w hich had been dropped a t  th e  

beg inn ing  o f  F eb ruary , a f t e r  being in tro d u c e d  in to ,  and p a s s in g , th e  Lords 

For t h i s ,  o f  c o u rse , th e  L o rd s ' consen t was no t n e c e ssa ry , f o r  i t  had 

a lre a d y  been g iv e n ,

1 . H a r l ,  166 , f . 6 l .
2 . I b i d . ,  f , b 2 ,  ^ . i i i ,  49 5 . Vane, S t .  John  and o th e r s  w ere deputed 

to  p re p a re  an answ er.
3 . i i i ,  503 .
4 .  "Ehe d is p u te  may be fo llo w ed  in  W hittaker^  f f  .1 3 6 , I36v , 137» I3 7 v , 

139, I3 9 v .
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Vane p lay e d  a le a d in g  p a r t  in  t h i s  s t ru g g le  w ith  th e  L o rds.

He rep orted  a con feren ce w ith  them on 10 May, and D'Swes record s

t h a t  Vane, to g e th e r  w ith  G lyn, and S t .  Jo h n , spoke a g a in s t  th e  L ords '

d ig n if ie d  and v igo rous s ta te m e n t o f  15 May, when they  p r o te s te d  a g a in s t

th e  in frin g e m e n t o f  t h e i r  p r iv i l e g e s  by th e  Commons in  nom inating  the

L ords ' members o f  th e  Committee.^ A f t e r  th e s e  speeches a com m ittee,

which had p re v io u s ly  d r a f te d  an answer to  th e  Lords on a n o th e r  m a tte r ,

was re -a p p o in te d  to  p re p a re  th e  Commons' case  on t h i s  new i s s u e ;
2

Vane was a member. But though G ard iner s t a te d  th a t  D'Ewes a s c r ib e d

to  Vone th e  s tra ta g em  by w hich th e  o rd inance  was re v iv e d ,^  th e re

does n o t appear to  be ev idence  o f  t h i s  in  D'Ewes -  S trode  re - in tro d u c e d

th e  o rd in an ce  w hich l e f t  th e  Lords h e lp le s s ,  and th e re  i s  no ev idence
4t h a t  Vane spoke in  th e  'h o t  d e b a te ' which D'Ewea t e l l s  us fo llo w ed .

One may ag ree  however w ith  G ard in e r th a t  th e  p o l i t i c a l  method used  

was 'c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e  le a d e rs h ip  o f  Vane and S t .  J o h n ',  and 

th e  s tra tag em  must have se rved  to  d i s c r e d i t  P a rlia m e n t in  th e  eyes 

o f  th e  inform ed p u b l i c . I t  may be no ted  t h a t  H o lie s  was in  fa v o u r
5

o f  accep tin g  th e  L o rd s ' con^rom ise o f f e r  on 21 May.

In  O ctober Vane and S t .  Jo h n , acco rd in g  to  D 'Ewes, took  advantage 

o f  an o th e r C ity  p e t i t i o n ,  to  in tro d u c e  a p la n  v/hich would have weakened 

th e  fo rc e s  of H o l ie s 's  f r i e n d ,  th e  e a r l  o f  E ssex , and s tre n g th e n e d  those

1 . H a r l . l6 6 ,  f . 6 l v .
2 . C J . i i i .  494, 475.
3 . G ard in e r, W , , i ,  343.
4 .  H a r l .166 , f .6 4 v .  22 May.
5 . CJ. i i i ,  503.
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o f  H e s i l r ig e  and W alle r . Some alderm en and c i t i z e n s  o f  London

p re se n te d  a p e t i t i o n  c o n ta in in g  two o rd in a n c e s , one co ncern ing
1

t r a d e ,  bu t th e  o th e r  d e a lin g  w ith  th e  C ity  B rig ad e , S t ,  John  

and Vane w anted  Skippon w ithdraw n from th e  e a r l ' s  fo rc e s  i n  th e  West 

to  command th e  C i ty 's  m i l i t i a  once a g a in , and had , acco rd in g  to D'Ewes, 

'c u n n in g ly  w rought t h i s  to  p ro ceed  from th e  C ity  p e t i t i o n  w hich was 

c o n tra iy  to  t h e i r  ( ^ t h e  C i t y 's ^  m eaning, and soe to  draw a l l  power 

to  W alle r, H e s i l r ig e  e t c .  But Glynne th e  R ecorder d isc o v e re d  

th e  k nav ish  pack ing  and soe i t  was esqploded by th e  H ouse,^ I t  i s  

i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  th e  man who p re s e n te d  th e  p e t i t i o n  to  th e  House was 

Alderman Powke

I t  seems t h a t  f o r  a few months Vane p lan n ed  to  su p p la n t th e  e a r l  

o f  E ssex by S i r  W illiam  W alle r -  i t  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e  s h i f t in g  

l o y a l t i e s  o f mary M ,P ,s t h a t  W alle r , a n o ted  su p p o r te r  o f  H o l ie s 's

' p r e s b y te r ia n ' group in  1647-1648, shou ld  i n  1644 be a s s o c ia te d  w ith

V a n e 's , W a lle r  in  h i s  Memoirs a s s e r te d  t h a t  P a rlia m e n t was about to  

g iv e  him command o f  i t s  anqy when th e  news o f  Cropredy came, and thus
4

d isa p p o in te d  h i s  hopes» I t  looks as i f  t h i s  p la n  was V a n e 's , t h o u ^  

o n ly  a few months b e fo re  he had opposed a l l o t t i n g  to  W a lle r 's  a n y  

money d e s ig n a te d  f o r  the  S c o ts ' f o r c e s .  I n  J u ly  l644  even a f t e r  

W a l le r 's  d e f e a t .  Vane p le a d e d  e a rn e s t ly  w ith  th e  House to  a llow  W aller 

to  r e c r u i t  h is  a n y ,  and r e s c in d  a fo rm er o rd e r  t h a t  W alle r shou ld

1 . I b i d , , 651 . 4  O ct.
2 . H a r l .  I 66 , f ,1 2 8 v . 7 O c t,
3 . C J .  i i i ,  651 , and H a r l ,  166 , f ,1 2 8 .
4 .  P o e try  o f  Anna M a tild a , 11788, 131.
5 . H a r l .  165 , f .2 l3 v .
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1
pursue th e k in g . V ane's group were tr y in g  to  rep la ce  E ssex  by

W aller -  in  August H e s i lr ig e  and W a lle r 's  'o th e r  f r i e n d s ' ,  as

D'Ewes c a l le d  them, u n su c c e ss fu lly  t r ie d  to  persuade th e  House not to
2

order W aller to  jo in  E sse x , and in  O ctober S t ,  John and Vane, in

the in c id e n t  a lread y  n o ted , were tr y in g  to  stren gth en  W aller , a t

th e expense o f  E ssex , thought D'Ewes,

A number o f  V ane's a c t i v i t i e s  in  con n ection  w ith  th e  Committee

o f  Both Kingdoms have a lread y  been d escr ib e d ; i t  i s  n o t p o s s ib le  to

d escr ib e  th e o th ers  in  d e t a i l ,  but some m ention o f  h is  d ay-to -d ay

work i s  n e ce ssa r y . As a lready n o ted , he was freq u en tly  employed as a

m essenger from the Committee; he was a lso  asked to  g iv e  th e Commons
4

rep o r ts  o f  n aval or m il i ta r y  m a tters , and d ip lo m a tic  q u e s t io n s .

O cca sio n a lly  th e Committee employed Vane in  s e t t l in g  lo c a l  d if f e r e n c e s ,
5

p a r t ic u la r ly  in  K ent, and he was one o f  a sm all committee to  f i x

the s a la r ie s  o f  the C om m ittee's o f f i c i a l s . ^  Once he was appointed  to

a sub-com m ittee to  prepare b u sin ess  fo r  ah afternoon  se ss io n ^  -  i t

i s  not c le a r  who drew up th e agenda fo r  th e  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms,

One o f  th e  Vanes -  th ere  i s  no in d ic a t io n  which -  was a member o f  the

sub-com m ittee re sp o n s ib le  f o r  the rep o rt w hich f in a l ly  le d  to  Cromwell's
8

famous d en u n cia tio n  in  the Commons o f  th e  e a r l  o f  M anchester,

In  p eace n e g o t ia t io n s ,  w ith  w hich, as a lready shown, th e  Committee 

d id  in  f a c t  concern i t s e l f  b efo re  i t  was a u th o r ised  to  do s o .  Vane took

1. H a r l, 166 , f ,9 8 v . 17 J u ly .
2 . I b id . . f . 106. 10 Aug.
3 . See p . 8 l ,
4 . CSHD.1644 .6 8 .7 9 .9 5 .9 7 .1 3 7 .1 5 2 ,1 8 9 ,3 3 3 .
5 . I b i d . . 155,181.387>
6 . I b id , . 155.
7 . S .P .2 1 /1 6 , p .2 3 .
8 . GSED.1644-45. 137.
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a prom inent p a r t .  He was a member o f th e  u n au th o rised  committee 

a lre ad y  m entioned, s e t  up to  d r a f t  th e  D e c la ra tio n  to  th e  Kingdom
A

on th e  peace o v e r tu re s  and on the  l e t t e r  to th e  k ing  h im s e lf .

He re p o r te d  th e  l e t t e r ,  though not th e  D e c la ra t io n , to  th e  Commons.

As he was deputed  to  d e fe n d  th e  l e t t e r  i n  th e  House, he was probably  

la rg e ly  re sp o n s ib le  f o r  th e  fona th e  l e t t e r  to o k , and th e  f a c t  th a t  

the  S c o t t i s h  com m issioners secured  th e  r e je c t io n  o f  a c la u se  p re s e n tin g  

th e  k in g  w ith  th e  i n to l e r a b l e  c o n d it io n , o f  re tu rn in g  to  th e  Y festm inster 

p a rlia m e n t by a c e r t a in  d a te ,  o r  f a c in g  the  c o n tin u a tio n  o f  th e  war, 

shows th a t  th e  l e t t e r  was f a r  from conoiH dx)iy .

He con tinued  to  be a fiim  opponent o f  n e g o tia t in g  f o r  peace .

He was one o f the  comm ittee o f th re e  who d r a f te d  th e  v e iy  co o l re p ly  to  

th e  Dutch o f f e r  o f m ed ia tio n  in  March I 644 , and was named f i r s t . ^

When th e  Committee o f  B oth Kingdoms o b ta in e d  c o n tro l  o f  th e  peace 

n e g o t ia t io n s ,  th e  Lords proposed th a t  th e  Committee shou ld  p re s e n t  peace 

term s w ith in  fo u r  d ay s; Vane and H e s i l r ig e  were t e l l e r s  f o r  th e  o p p o s it io n .^  

H o lie s , as so o ften ,w a s  V ane 's opponent. The Committee however d id  

dec id e  th a t  a c tio n  was c a l le d  f o r ;  th re e  days l a t e r  i t  s e t  up a sub­

com m ittee to  b rin g  in  a r e p o r t ,  and e i t h e r  Vane o r  h is  f a th e r  was a

member. There i s  some doubt about th e  le n g th  o f t im e  th e  Committee

1 . V fh ittak er, f , l 2 2 v ,  9 M ar,1644.
2 . G ard iner ( w , i ,3 2 8 )  s t a t e s  th a t  the  a l t e r n a t iv e  to th e  k in g 's  

r e tu rn  was th a t  means were to  be ta k e n  to p ro v id e  f o r  th e  government 
v /ithout him, bu t G ard iner does no t g iv e  h is  a u th o r i ty .  W hittaker
i s  fo llo w ed  h e re ,

3 . CJ. i i i ,  454 -56 .
4 .  I b id . .  458 . 13 A p r i l .
5 . CSHD.1644 . 122. 16 A p r i l .  The e ld e r  Vane was p re s e n t  in  th e  m orning, 

both  Venes in  th e  a fte rn o o n , and the m inutes do no t show which o f
them was ap p o in ted  to  th e  sub-com m ittee. ( S ,P .2 l / l6  p .4 8 -9 ) .
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-j
was g iven  to  d r a f t  i t s  p roposed  peace term s; P ie r re p o n t  when

he re p o r te d  them to  th e  House on 29 A p ril thought i t  n e ce ssa iy  to
2

p r o t e s t  t h a t  th e  Committee had used  a l l  d i l ig e n c e ,  and th e  House 

had to  re a s s u re  th e  C ity  th a t  th e  Commons were in  f a c t  a t  work on peace 

te rm s.^  Three days l a t e r  S t .  John was one o f  th e  t e l l e r s  a g a in s t  

a m otion to  d is c u s s  th e  peace p ro p o sa ls  nex t d ay , and p robab ly  th e  on ly  

rea so n  th a t  Vane was n o t a lso  one o f  th e  t e l l e r s  was t h a t  he happened

4to  be o u t o f  th e  House a t  th e  t im e , ta k in g  a m essage to  the  L ords.

D'Ewes re p o rte d  t h a t  Vane, ' se e in g  th a t  he cou ld  no t a t  f i r s t  d i v e r t  th e
3

b u s in e ss  o f th e  p eace  n e g o t ia t io n s ,  found  a n o th e r  to  in te r r u p t  i t '  -

he p re se n te d  a l e t t e r  from the  e a r l  o f  M aitland  rec o u n tin g  S co ts

m i l i t a iy  s u c c e s s e s . W ith th e  Commons v o te  o f  3 May peace p ro p o sa ls

la p se d  fo r  some w eek s. The V en e tian  ambassador commented a t  t h i s

tim e th a t  th e  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms had been lukewarm, and had
6

n o t g o t i t s  peace p ro p o sa ls  re a d y .

In  J u ly  W alle r re fu s e d  th e  k ing  an answer to  a peace o v e rtu re  -

and Vane and Glynne were deputed  to  thank  him on b e h a lf  o f  th e  H ouse,^

T l  The Committee o f  Both Kin;;doms s a id  (CSPD.1644. 122l th a t  th e
House had a llow ed  i t  u n t i l  26 A p r i l  to  b r in g  in  th e  peace p ro p o sa ls . 
But the  Commons d id  no t g iv e  them t h i s  d a te  u n t i l  22 A p r i l ,  
fo llo w in g  a re q u e s t  from th e  Committee i t s e l f  f o r  an e x te n s io n  o f  
tim e ( i b i d . .127 -  'a n  amendment o f th e  o rd in a n c e ' -  C J . i i i .  4 6 7 ).
The Committee had ag a in  d ec id ed  what th e  Commons should  do ,

2 . C J . i i i ,  472.
3 . I b i d . ,478 . 3 May.
4- I b i d .
5 . H a r l .166 , f . 5 5 .
6 . GSPV. 1643-7 , 94, 97. 6 May. In  O ctober A g o s tin i was w r i t in g  th a t  

P a r lia m e n t had com pleted peace p ro p o s a ls , bu t ' t h e i r  s o le  o b je c t  
i s  to  d ece iv e  th e  p e o p le , and to  o b l i t e r a t e  th e  o p in io n , which has 
become u n iv e r s a l ,  t h a t  p a rliam en t abhors any t r e a t y ' .  I b id . ,146 ,

7 . C J . i i i ,  355. 8 J u ly .
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P eace  p ro p o sa ls  were d isc u sse d  a t  le n g th  on 1 s t  A ugust;^ on th e

n ex t day Vane o b ta in e d  p e rm iss io n  to  lea v e  f o r  K e n t,th u s  t a c i t l y
2

d em o n stra tin g  h i s  la c k  o f  en thusiasm  fo r  p eace . A l l  through

Septem ber and e a r ly  October, peace terras were d is c u s s e d ;  an o th e r

l e t t e r  from th e  k in g  was re c e iv e d , and Vane was one o f  th e  com m ittee

(a  la rg e  one) to  d r a f t  a re p ]y , w hich was s in g ly  a s ta tem en t th a t  th e

House would h a s te n  to  com plete i t s  peace p ro p o s a ls ,^  On 13 O ctober

th e  main work on th e  p ro p o sa ls  was a t  l a s t  done, and th e  pream ble and

c o n c lu s io n  w ere r e f e r r e d  to  th e  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms;^ the

Committee d id  n o th in g  and had to  be sh a ip ly  rem inded to  make i t s  r e p o r t .^

The Committee a g a in  d e lay ed  t h i s ,  b u t when th e  r e p o r t  was f i n a l ly  made

to  th e  House on 24 O ctober Vane was i t s  spokesman in  th e  Commons,^

These were the  p ro p o sa ls  th a t  H o lie s  and o th e r  M .P .s took  to th e  k in g

a t  Oxford, in  November 1644. The D utch ambassador again  o f fe re d

to  m ed ia te , and Vane was added to  th e  committee to  draw up a re p ly , b u t

i f  one was e v e r  made th e re  seems to  be no re c o rd  6f  i t , ^  The u s u a l

d i f 'f i c u l ty  o f  d is t in g u is h in g  V an e 's  own p a r t  from  th e  c o l le c t iv e  work

o f  th e  Committee i s  seen  in  c o n s id e r in g  th i s  s u b je c t ,  bu t i t  i s  obv ious

t h a t  he was h o s t i l e  to  th e  p o l ic y  o f  a n e g o tia te d  p e ac e .

V ane 's most im p o rtan t m iss io n  f o r  th e  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms

took p la c e  in  June  1644. The Committee d ec id ed  on 3 June  t h a t  he and 

U  i i i ,  573. '
2 . See below p .  92 n o te  1 .
3 . g , . i i i ,  629, 630 . 16- I 8 S e p t.
4 . I b i d . . 665.
5 . I b i d . , 668. 17 O ctober.
6 . I b id , , 675. A ccording to  D'Ewes th e  Committee had a l t e r e d  p ro p o s i t io n s

w hich P a rliam en t and th e  S co ts had alreac3y agreed  t o .  H a r l .166 , f .151 #
7 . I b i d , . 701,  21 Nov,
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W illiam  W hite should  be se n t to  th e  S c o tt is h  and E n g lish  arm ies

o u ts id e  York, to  'a d v is e  w i th ' th e  P a r lia m e n ta iy  d e le g a te s  to  th e

S c o t t i s h  a m y , and w ith  th e  e a r l  o f  I to c h e s te r  and Lord F a i r f a x ,  as to

'w hat course  s h a l l  be taken  f o r  se c u rin g  L an cash ire  and ru in in g  P r in c e

R u p e r t 's  am y ' ,^ The Coîim ittee had decided  t h a t  p a r t  a t  l e a s t  o f

th e  arm ies b e s ie g in g  York shou ld  be d iv e r te d  t o  th e  r e l i e f  o f  L an c ash ire ,

and in  p a r t i c u l a r  to  L iv e ip o o l, which was in  g r e a t  d a n g e r . Vane,

w ith  h i s  u su a l d e sp a tc h , l e f t  on th e  4 th  o r  e a r ly  on th e  5 th , when

th e  Committee r e p o r te d  h is  d e p a r tu re  to  th e  Commons,^ H is in s t r u c t io n s

were to  r e tu r n  to  London by 22 J u n e , o r  e a r l i e r  i f  p o s s ib le ,  bu t he

d id  n o t re tu rn  u n t i l  30 J u n e .^  He had asked f o r  p e rm iss io n  to  s ta y

lo n g e r  th an  th e  tim e o r ig in a l ly  f ix e d ,  f o r  rea so n s th a t  do n o t c a rry

c o n v ic tio n  -  P a r l ia m e n t 's  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  w ith  th e  am y  were n o t a
/

quorum v /ithou t him (bu t th ey  canno t have been b e fo re  h is  a r r i v a l  

e i t h e r ) ,  and he wished to  see th e  f a l l  o f  Y ork, ̂  The Committee 

re tu rn e d  th e  f irm  re p ly  t h a t  he was to  r e tu rn  by th e  d a te  f ix e d  in

1 . CSPD.1644 . 197 . A u licus (E 54( 5 ) says th a t  Vane took £30,000 to  the  
S c o ts , Vane however met h i s  own expenses f o r  th e  jo u rn ey ,
D'Ewes has f o r  10 J u ly ,  when L e n th a ll  thanked  Vane f o r  h i s  s e rv ic e s ,
* W eaker a d u la te r ie  th a t  who e ls e  v o u ld ta k e  such a jou rney  upon 
th e r  own c o s t  e t c ? ' H a r l ,166 , f .7 9 .

2 . For L iv e rp o o l 's  danger see CSPD.1644 .193» 204. The C om m ittee 's 
a t t i t u d e  i s  shov/n in  V ane 's l e t t e r ,  i b i d . , 223-4*

3 . I b id . . 204 ,  The l e t t e r  from  Vane and th e  e a r l  o f  L indsay has been 
w rongly d a te d  by th e  C om m ittee 's c le rk  v/ho cop ied  i t  in to  the 
L e tte r-b o o k  -  Vane re p o r te d  from  th e  Committee to  th e  Commons
on 3 June (CSED.1644. 197, CJ. i i i ,  516) and co u ld  no t p o ss ib ly  
have reached  York by 5 Ju n e . Vane s e y s  h im se lf  ( C S P D . 1 223)  t h a t  
he reach ed  York on th e  Sunday n ig h t ,  i . e .  the  9 th . The C om m ittee's 
r e g u la r  m eeting tim e was 3 p .m ., so th a t  Vane co u ld  have l e f t  on th e  
m orning o f  th e  5 th .

4 . CSED,i644. 292 ,
5 . I b i d . .  241*
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1
h is  in s t r u c t io n s .

The whole in c id e n t  i s  very  odd in d e e d . Why shou ld  the

Coimnittee send Vane, who had no m i l i t a r y  experience  a t  a l l ,  on a

m ission  designed to  persuade  th e  g e n e ra ls  o f  th e  s u p e r io r  wisdom
2

o f  th e  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms? They could  have se n t S ta p le to n .

Why d id  Vane s ta y  f o r  e ig h teen  days?^ Both th e  V enetian  envoy, and 

Sab ra n , th e  F rench 'am bassador' in  E ngland, had h eard  t h a t  V ane's 

m issio n  had ano ther purpose than  t h a t  which was p u b lic ly  avowed -  

th e  e s tab lish m en t o f a rep u b lica n  government in  E ngland. The V enetian  

envoy does no t s t a t e  th e  source o f  h is  in fo rm a tio n , b u t he was w r i t in g  

in  June -  h is  f i r s t  desp a tch  i s  d a te d  7 June (E n g lish  s ty le )  -  only 

two o r  th re e  days a f t e r  V ane 's d e p a r tu re .^  A g o s t in i 's  sta tem en t t h a t  

Vane had gone on to  S co tlan d  in  th e  utm ost secrecy  would c e r ta in ly  

ex p la in - V ane's overlong s ta y  in  th e  N o rth . But Vane cannot have 

c ro ssed  th e  border -  th e re  a re  l e t t e r s  from Vane a t  York on 11, l6 ,

20 and 23 Ju n e , he must have s t a r te d  back on th e  2 7 th , and t h i s  would 

n o t a llow  tim e f o r  a v i s i t  to  S co tland  as w e l l .  I t  i s  p o s s ib le  however 

th a t  th e  Committee in  t h e i r  l e t t e r  o f  13 June p e rem p to rily  o rd erin g

Vane to  r e tu r n  by th e  d a te  p re v io u s ly  f ix e d  were r e f e r r in g  to  such a
1 . I b id . .2 2 9 .The le t te r -b o o k  i s  u su a lly  veiy  com plete , and a l l  th e

o th e r  l e t t e r s  mentioned i n  th e  m inutes f o r  th a t  day a re  in  th e
L e tte r-b o o k ;ith e le tte r  to  Vane however, co n ta in in g  t h i s  in s t r u c t io n  to  
r e tu rn  i s  n o t .  I t  i s  s tra n g e  too  th a t  th e  l e t t e r  in  which Vane f i r s t  
asked f o r  an ex ten sio n  o f  time f o r  h i s  m issio n  i s  a lso  n o t in  the  
L e tte r-b o o k  -  in  h is  l e t t e r  o f  16 June he r e f e r s  to  a p rev io u s  req u e s t 
f o r  a postponem ent o f  h i s  r e tu r n ;  as t h i s  i s  n o t in  h is  l e t t e r  o f
11 Ju n e , he must have w r i t te n  a l e t t e r  on o r  about 13 Ju n e , which was 
not cop ied  in  th e  l e t t e r  book.

2 . G ard iner, C W .,i, 368, n o te s  t h i s .
3 . Lindsay and the  o th e r  g e n e ra ls  a t  York say , on 28 June , 'S i r  Heniy

Vane being  nov/ to r e tu rn  to  y o u '.  (CSED.1644.2 8 7 -8 ) . But to  a r r iv e

nieeting in  London on 30 June  Vane must have s ta r te d

4.  c s p v .  1 6 4 3 - 4 7 .  1 1 0 .



88 .

p r o j e c t .  S a b ra n 's  l e t t e r  i s  d a te d  much l a t e r ,  on 8 S ep tan b er; 

h i s  in form ant was the  e a r l  o f H o llan d , a f re q u e n t v i s i t o r  to  th e
A

F rench  envoy. A ccording to  S ab ran , Vane, f in d in g  th e  g e n e ra ls

in c l in e d  to  make peace w ith  th e  k in g , to ld  them b o ld ly  th a t  p a rlia m e n t

and peop le  could  n o t f e e l  them selves secu re  w ith  C harles  o r  h i s  fa m ily ,

t h a t  th in g s  had gone too f a r ,  and th a t  the  form o f  government would
2

have to  be changed. H olland cou ld  have re c e iv e d  h i s  inf^orm ation 

from  h is  b r o th e r ,  th e  e a r l  o f V^arwick, a c lo se  f r i e n d  and r e l a t i o n  

o f  M anchester. I t  w ould seem t h a t  th e  two fo re ig n  envoys* so u rces o f  

in fo rm a tio n  were d i f f e r e n t ,  and, a t th e  very  l e a s t ,  t h i s  was th e  s to iy  

th a t  was b e liev e d  about Vane in  c e r t a in  q u a r te rs  in  London.

Vane re tu rn e d  to London on 30 Ju n e . At th e  end o f  J u ly  and d u rin g  

August i t  was rumoured th a t  th e r e  was a scheme a fo o t to change th e  

government o f E ngland by making C h a rle s  Lewis, E le c to r  P a la t in e ^ k in g . 

T h is  was no new id e a ;  in  1629 one S tephan ap Evan, o f  R i l t h ,  S h ro p sh ire , 

was accused o f  d e c la r in g  th a t  th e  k ing  would be hun ted  o u t o f  th e  lan d , 

and th a t  th e  P a lsg ra v e  would be crowned in  h is  s te a d ,^  In  1641 

th e  V enetian  am bassador had h ea rd  th a t  C a r l e s  Lewis was suggested

in  th e  Commons as a p o s s ib le  k in g ,^  No more was h eard  o f  th e  id e a
/

u n t i l  1644, when in  August Sabran re p o r te d , *Le prompt d e p a rt du
\

P r in c e  p a la t in  de l a  Hague n 'e s t  p a s  sans m i s t e r e . . . j e  t ie n s  avec 

l e  commun que c 'e s t  p a r t  l e  convy du Parlem ent q u ' i l  v i e n t , . , e n f in

pu isque  to u te s  choses le s  p lu s  h o r r ib le s  sont m ain tenan t  f a i s a b le  p a r
1 . F or o th e r  v i s i t s  by H olland  to  Sabran , see  BM.Add,54-60 f f ,2 6 7 , 319, 

346 , 348; BM.Add.546l, f .4 7 .
2 . G ard in e r, above, p r in t s  th e  re le v a n t  p a ssa g e . The re fe re n c e  to  'th e  

p e o p le ' does add v e rs im il i tu d e  to  th e  s to ry  -  Vane f re q u e n tly  spoke 
and w rote in  such term s,

3 . Judson , C r i s i s  of  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n . 306 , based  on CSED.i629-31. 17
4 . CSPV. 1640-42 . 200, -------------
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1
l e s  gens i d ,  l u i  o f f r i r  une c o u ro n n e ,,.*  The Committee o f  

Both Kingdoms knew th a t  C h arles  Lewis in ten d ed  to  come to  E ngland; 

on 16 August IN eckherlin , t h e i r  s e c re ta ry  f o r  fo re ig n  a f f a i r s ,  was 

in s t r u c te d  to w r i te  to  S tr ic k la n d  in  H olland , 'n o t  to  g ive  any
2

encouragem ent to  th e  P rin ce  E le c to r  f o r  h is  coming over to  England',

The Commons however were no t in fo rm ed . In  s p i te  o f  th e  C om m ittee 's

d isco u rag in g  a t t i t u d e  C harles Lewis came; on 29 August th e  Committee

d isc u sse d  h is  a r r i v a l  and d ec id ed  to  r e p o r t  i t  to  th e  Commons, who

were a lso  t o  be inform ed th a t  th e  Committee 'u n d e rs to o d  no th ing  o f

h i s  coming b efo re  t h i s  morning from h im se lf  o r  from  ary  o th e r  by h is

d i r e c t i o n ' B y  26 August A g o s tin i  had h eard  ' i n  th e  utm ost

con fidence  by one who i s  a cq u a in ted  w itn  th e  s e c r e t  m oves', t h a t
4

C h arle s  Lewis was to  be p u t fo rw ard  as k in g . By 1 September Sabran

was a s s e r t in g  o f  th e  'p a r lia m e n t men' t h a t :  ' l e u r  d e s se in  e s t , , ,
/

t r a n s f e r r e r  en un a u tre  nom l a  R oyauté, auquel c a s  le  P rin c e  P a l a t i n

p o u r r o i t  e t r e  i n d u i t ,  e t  que sous l e s  c o n d itio n s  que l 'o n  v o u d ro it i l

p o u r ro i t  a c c e p te r  c e t t e  couronne, qui l u i  f e r o i t  re c o u v re r  l a  s ie n e  de 
5

P a l a t i n ' ,  P a r l ia m e n t 's  re c e p tio n  was f r i g i d ;  C harles Lewis was

1 . BM.Add,5460 , f , 206 ,
2 . CSPD,1644. 433.
3 . I b i d , . 460,
4 .  CSPV.i643-47, 130 . A g o s tin i r e f e r s  t o  th e  p r o je c t  l a t e r  a ls o :  

i b i d . ,  131, 135, 138-9 , 150.
5 . BM,Add,3460, f ,2 1 7 . 1 S e p t. I 644.
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to ld  th e  s h o r te r  h is  s ta y  th e  b e t t e r  i t  w ould  be f o r  h i s  i n t e r e s t s  and
A

th e  p u b l i c 's .  Y et he was l a t e r  v o ted  a huge a llow ance, and lodged

in  Y d iite h a ll p a la c e . Sabran w rote t h a t  i t  was b e lie v e d  C harles 

Lewis had been induced  to  come over by underhand means, 'p a r  l e  c o n s e i l  

de quelque p a r t i c u l i e r  du P a rlem en t, e t  e n tr e  a u tre s  des deux Vaynes,
V V

Beaupere e t  B eau frere  ' ,  and by th o se  who ad v ised  th e  Queen o f  Bohemia.

Sabran thought th a t  p e rh a p s  th e  o f f i c i a l  re b u f f  was a f e i n t  designed

to  co v er th e  r e a l  in te n t io n s  o f  th o se  who had brought C h arle s  Lewis 
2

o v e r . There w as.a  w idespread  im p ress io n  th a t  th e  E le c to r  was aim ing

a t  th e  crown -  C h arle s  I ' s  ov/n l e t t e r  a t  t h i s  tim e e n q u ir in g  th e  reaso n

f o r  h i s  nephew 's v i s i t  t o  England h in te d  a t  th is ^  -  and C harles L ew is 's

in s u l t i n g  r e p ly ,  in  w hich he p o in te d ly  p u t h i s  re s p e c ts  to  th e

p a r lia m e n t b e fo re  h i s  r e s p e c ts  to the  k in g , does n o th in g  to  c o r re c t  
4

t h i s  im p re ss io n . A c u rio u s  contem porary pam phlet, which d e sc r ib e d  

th e  u p r is in g  a g a in s t  th e  k in g  in  an a l le g o ry  o f  b i r d s ,  r e f e r r e d  

o b liq u e ly  to  th e  p r o j e c t :  ' I t  was shrev/dly su sp ec ted , th a t  th e re  was 

a p e rn ic io u s  p lo t  amongst them to l e t  i n  th e  s to rk e , who i s  never 

seene  to  s ta y  long i n  a ry  m onarchie ' . ^

Only S a b ra n 's  a s s e r t io n  connects Vane w ith  th e  p la n  to  crown 

C h a rle s  Lewis. The e ld e r  V ane 's  f r ie n d s h ip  w ith  th e  P a la t in e  fam ily

went back many y e a r s ,  and numerous l e t t e r s  t e s t i f y  to  th e  W inter Q ueen's

1 . C J. i i i ,  614.
2 . BM.Add.5460, f . 243-44 . 5 S e p t. 1644 .
3 . K. Hauck, D ie B r ie fe  des K inder d e s  W in terkon ig s. I 89I ,  27.

D r. Wedgewood k in d ly  brought t h i s  book to  ny n o t ic e .
4 . I b i d . .  27-28.
5 . P a ra b le s  r e f l e c t in g  upon th e  Tim es. E 470(31 ) .  13 Nov.1648 . A 1645

pam phlet 6  298(7) a ls o  r e f e r s  b r i e f l y  to  th e  su g g e s tio n  o f  
re p la c in g  C h a rle s  I  by a n o th e r k in g .
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1
reg a rd  f o r  him . I t  i s  n o t u n lik e ly  th a t  Vane s e n io r  shou ld  have 

conceived  th e  id e a  o f  making C h arle s  Lewis k in g . I t  i s  more d i f f i c u l t  

to  b e lie v e  th e  younger Vane was inv o lv ed  in  th e  scheme, f o r  p a rliam e n t 

was no t in t e r e s t e d  in  C h arle s  Lewis in  l6if4 -  D'Ewes made f re q u e n t 

a ttem p ts  to  persuade  th e  Commons to  pay th e  E le c to r  th e  £3,000
2

P a rliam en t had vo ted  him, b u t th e  House re fu s e d  to  tak e  any a c t io n .  

M oreover, when C harles Lewis had a c tu a l ly  come to  England Vane and 

some o th e r s  spoke v ery  b i t t e r l y  a g a in s t  th e  p r in c e 's  coming, 'shew ing 

th a t  i t  was a g a in s t  th e  c o n se n t o r  knowledge o f  th e  H ouses, o f  th e  

Committee o f  Both Kingdomes, t h a t  i t  was a t  a most unseasonab le  tim e , 

ray s in g  much ta lk e  and j e a lo u s ie  in  mary m en 's heads and to n g u es '

T his does n o t sound as though Vane had in v i t e d  the  p r in c e ,  u n le s s ,  

as S.R , G ard in e r b e lie v e d , C h a rle s  Lewis had come p re m a tu re ly , b e fo re  

p la n s  were r i p e , ^  I t  i s  c e r t a in ly  odd t h a t  rumours about making 

C harles Lewis k ing  should c i r c u la t e  soon a f t e r  V an e 's  re p u b lic a n  schemes 

were sa id  to  have been d e fe a te d .  I t  i s  a ls o  a s tra n g e  co in c id en ce  

th a t  Vane re tu rn e d  to  London, a f t e r  s ta y in g  somewhat lo n g e r in  Kent 

than  p a rlia m e n t had a u th o r is e d  him to do , on th e  ve iy  day th e  P rin c e
5

E le c to r 's  a r r i v a l  a t  Gravesend w as rep o rte d #  Vane had been g iven  

p e rm iss io n  on 2 August to  be ab sen t from p a rlia m e n t f o r  h e a l th  rea so n s

1 . See e . g . CSPD.l635, 435; i b i d . , 1640, 583; i b i d . , 1640-41, 549*
2 . H a r l .166 , f .4 0 , 26 M ar. 'M r. P r id e aux sc o ffe d  a t  th e  b u s i n e s '. On 

t h i s  o c ca s io n  Vane secu red  a d e c is io n  t h a t  th e  L o rds ' v o te  on the  
Dutch peace  n e g o tia t io n s  should be d is c u s se d  f i r s t  when th e  House 
n ex t m et, th u s o u s tin g  D'Ewes* m otion on the  E le c to r  from  i t s  
p o s i t io n  on th e  agenda f o r  t h a t  day . T h is cou ld  have been a 
d e l ib e r a te  move on V ane 's p a r t ,  ^ . i i i ,  439®

3 . H a r l .166 , f*111v . 31 Aug.
4 . W , i i ,  2 8 ,
5 . CSED.1644. 460 .
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A
f o r  *a f o r tn ig h t  o r  th e re a b o u ts* , but he had s ta y e d  away f o r

tw enty-seven  d a y s .

The whole in c id e n t  rem ains very  obscure  -  p e rh a p s , as D'Ewes

a s s e r te d ,  th e  E le c to r  had come o v e r on ly  to  o b ta in  the prom ised

£3 ,0 0 0 . On th e  o th e r  hand S abran , a shrewd o b se rv e r , though t th e re

had been a p la n  to  re p la c e  th e  k in g  by h is  nephew. Perhaps Vane

toyed  w ith  th e  id e a  bu t r e je c te d  i t .  In  O ctober the  e a r l  o f  H o lland ,

in  co n v ersa tio n  w ith  S a b ran 's  s e c r e ta r y ,  a s s e r te d  th a t  th e re  had been

a scheme to  r e p la c e  C harles I ,  b u t th e  S co ts  had o b je c te d . 'L es

E sc o ssa is  ne v o u lo ie n t p o in t  changer de Roy, a in s i  que ceux de l a
/  2

chambre des Communes d e s i r o ie n t  ' .  The e a r l  o f  A rg y le 's  b ro th e r

a ls o  to ld  S ab ran , i n  November, t h a t  th e  S c o t t i s h  p a rlia m e n t 'n e
/

d e s i r o ie n t  l 'e n t r e m is e  d 'aucune  p r in c e ' ,  and a s  Sabran went on to  

r e f e r  s a r c a s t i c a l l y  to  C h arle s  L ew is 's  a tten d a n ce  a t  th e  W estm inster 

Assembly, i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  th e  P a la t in e  was m ean t.^  I t  looks as i f  

some such scheme was mooted by someone, bu t w hether Vane was in  any 

way connected  w ith  i t  i s  an open q u e s tio n . I f  he was in  f a c t  su g g e s tin g  

a re p u b lic  in  June  1644 i t  would be th e  f i r s t  in d ic a t io n  th a t  he h e ld  

'r e p u b l ic a n ' v ie w s ,^  bu t V an e 's  're p u b lic a n ism ' was o f  a very  p rag m atic

1 . C J . i i i ,  576 .  That he was going to  Kent i s  c le a r  from  CSPD.1644.387*
2 . BM.Add.546O, f . 320 . 17 O c t.
3 . I b i d . ,  f .3 6 6 .  17 Nov.
4 . Though th e re  was a h in t  in  th e  d e c la r a t io n  drawn up by th e  Committee

o f  Both Kingdoms in  ansv/er to  th e  k in g 's  peace p ro p o sa ls  to  E ssex . 
( U . v i ,  484-5 . Above p .6 l  ) .  Vane was on th e  com m ittee th a t  drew 
up t h i s  document. The d e c la r a t io n  a s s e r te d  th a t  th e  k in g 's  e v i l
c o u n s e llo rs  would in  th e  end prove 'a s  dangerous to  h i s  m ajesty  as
to  th e  kingdom, which may be made a p p a ren t by th e  exam ple o f  some 
o f  h i s  p re d e c e s s o rs , unhapp ily  m is led  by th e  d e sp e ra te  co u n se ls  o f  
p r iv a te  and i l l - a f f e c t e d  p e r s o n s '.
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v a r i e ty ,  and i t  would n o t be a t  a l l  in c o n s is te n t  w ith  h is  views on 

government th a t  he shou ld  be a re p u b lic a n  in  June and a m onarch ist in  

A ugust.

One o f  th e  most s u c c e s s fu l  s t ro k e s  ach ieved  in  p a rlia m e n t by

V an e 's  group was th e  S elf-D eny ing  O rd inance, p roposed by Zouch T a te ,
1

and seconded by Vane, b u t i t s  o r ig in s ,  which a re  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  have 

no t been p ro p e r ly  u n d e rs to o d . On 14 November 1644 an o rd inance  was

2in tro d u c e d  ap p o in tin g  L is le  M aster o f  S t .  C ross H o s p ita l  a t  W incheste r.

T h is touched  o f f  some long-sm ou ldering  im patience  in  th e  House, and

a com m ittee was named to  ' c o n s id e r  o f  a l l  th e  o f f i c e s  and p la c e s  o f

b e n e f i t  bestowed by th e  P a rlia m e n t, what p r o f i t s  th ey  t h a t  had them

d id  make o f  them, and what m ight be made o f  them f o r  th e  use o f  th e

p u b l ic ,  th e  o f f i c e r s  hav ing  a com petent allow ance made o u t o f  them,

and to beg in  w ith  f i r s t  th e  p la c e s  c o n fe r re d  upon members o f  each House '

I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  th a t  R eynolds, who had months b e fo re  fo re se e n  th a t

some men might a cq u ire  a v e s te d  i n t e r e s t  in .w a r , was p u t  in  charge o f
4

th e  in v e s t ig a t io n ,  S ta p le to n  and H o lie s  were on R ey n o ld s 's  com m ittee,

1 . Rushw orth, p a r t  i v ,  v o l . i i ,  1645-47» 4 .  9 D ec.1644. A p e t i t i o n  
from London fo llo w ed . I b i d ,  ,5 .  A ccording to  D'Ewes (H a r l .166 , f  .151 )
a p e t i t i o n  was p re se n te d  on 28 O ct. in  which 'some c i t i z e n s  o f
London' thanked  th e  House f o r  p a ss in g  a vo te  ta k in g  away th e  o f f i c e s  
bo th  c i v i l  and m i l i t a r y  o f  th e  members o f  b o th  H ouses. A h e a ted  
deb ate  fo llo w e d . Could D 'Ewes, who copied  o u t h i s  n o tes  h e re , have 
made a m is tak e  in  th e  d a te ?  There seems no o th e r  m ention o f  t h i s  
p e t i t i o n  and d e b a te .

2 . W h itta k e r , f  .1 7 4 . M ercurius A u licu s  l a t e r  a l le g e d  th a t  t h i s  p o s t  was
w orth  £800 a y e a r .  E 465(19) 26 S e p t .-3 O c t .1648 .

3 . W h ittak e r , 0£ .  c i t .
4 . C J . i i i ,  695.
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Vane, S t .  Jo h n , H e s i lr ig e  and Cromwell were n o t -  th e  m otion e v id e n tly  

d id  n o t p ro ceed  from t h e i r  g roup . On th e  same day -  and s u re ly  th e  two 

were connected? -  some K en tish  k n ig h ts  and gentlem en appeared , to  p re s e n t  

a p e t i t i o n  o f  ve iy  s im ila r  te n o r ,  which i s  w orth  quo ting  a t  le n g th .

The p e t i t i o n ,  r e c a l l in g  t h a t  the  p e t i t io n e r s  had taken  on th e  o b lig a t io n  

o f a s s i s t i n g  P a r l ia m e n t 's  f o r c e s ,  c o n tin u e s  w ith  th e  very  f ra n k  s ta tem en t 

t h a t :  'To th e  i n t e n t  th a t  t h i s  o b l ig a t io n  o f  a s s is ta n c e  ( p e r t i c u la r ly

p ecu n ia ry ) so j u s t  and n e c e ssa iy  y e t  so s u i ta b le  to  th e  s o l d i e r s ' 

p re s e n t  i n t e r e s t  o f  making a t r a d e  o f  w ar, may n o t prove an occasion  

o f  len g th e n in g  o u t ou r m is e r ie s ,  we s h a l l  humbly c rav e  t h a t  some 

honourab le  and b e n e f ic ia l  rew ard  may be s e t t l e d  to  th e  commanders and 

common s o ld i e r s ,  to  be re c e iv e d  by them o u t o f  th e  e s t a t e s  o f  d e lin q u e n ts  

a t  th e  end o f  th e  w a rre , as may quicken them to  a noble d e s ir e  o f  th e  

speedy enjoym ent th e re o f .  And in  th e  meantime such com petent allow ance

on ly  to  be made to  a l l  com m anders.. .a s  may rea so n ab ly  d e fra y  th e  charge
2

o f  t h e i r  em ploym ent'.

The P re s s  as a whole c o n s id e re d  d is c r e t io n  th e  b e t t e r  p a r t  o f

v a lo u r , and on ly  two new spapers were bo ld  enough to  m ention t h i s  c la u se  in

th e  K en tish  p e t i t i o n ;  th e  True In fo im e r l iv e d  up to  i t s  name,^ and th e

4S c o t t i s h  Dove a ls o  in c lu d ed  an account o f  th e  c la u s e .  Thomason could

1 . I b id .
2 . E 1 9 (1 1 ). The p e t i t i o n  i s  m entioned in  W hite locke , i ,  329, 

and CSPV.1643- 4 7 . 157.
3 . E 17( 9) .
4 .  E 18(7 ) .  F or nev/spapers o m itt in g  th e  news see  e .g .  E 1 8 (2 ).
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o b ta in  o n ly  a h a n d -w ritte n  copy o f  th e  p e t i t i o n ,  and d r i l y  adds

a t  th e  end o f  i t :  'A l l  which was re c e iv e d  w ith  much th a n k fu ln e s s ;

la th is  was t r u e  -  th e  House was alm ost fu lso m ely  p o l i t e  to  th e  p e t i t i o n e r ^
1

but Mr, Rushworth d u r s t  n o t l ic e n s e  i t  to  p r i n t ' .  In  th e  ensuing

weeks however t r a c e s  o f  th e  lo n g -su p p ressed  su sp ic io n  and in d ig n a tio n
2

o f some a t  l e a s t  o f  th e  p u b lic  can be seen  in  the  new spapers>

Of cou rse  a g re a t  number o f  th e  M .P.s h e ld  lu c r a t iv e  o f f i c e s  -  lym 

had been M aster o f  the O rdnance,^ P r id e  aux was P o s tm a s te r-g e n e ra l,

Vane had th e  Navy T re a s u re rs h ip . They would d o u b tle ss  have r e p l ie d  

th a t  th ey  were s a c r i f i c in g  th e i r  tim e and ta l e n t s  to  ' th e  C au se ', and 

they  had to  l i v e .  The K en tish  p e t i t i o n  was q u ie t ly  ig n o re d , presum ably 

R eyno lds '8 committee s a t  th roughout November, u n le ss  C rom w ell's q u a rre l  

w ith  M anchester d i s t r a c te d  th e  co m m ittee 's  a t t e n t io n ,  u n t i l  a month 

l a t e r ,  when on 14 December th e  S elf-D enying  O rdinance was in tro d u c e d .

The Ordinance was i n  f a c t  a c le v e r  d ev ice  to  s t i f l e  R eyno lds 's  

com m ittee, appease th e  K e n tish  p e t i t i o n e r s ,  and r i d  th e  co un try  o f  

th e  u n su c c e ss fu l g e n e ra ls ,  a l l  a t  one s t r o k e .  C larendon, who i s  

confirm ed by A g o s tin i and W hite locke, a s s e r te d  th a t  th e  Independents 

e n l i s t e d  th e  h e lp  o f  th e  p re a c h e rs  to  g e t  th e  measure th ro u g h .^

Vane made a long  speech e i t h e r  on th e  day when th e  m otion in tro d u c in g

1 . As n o te  2, page 94 .
2 . 'D iv e rs  o f o u rs  th a t  make show to  f i g h t  f o r  r e l ig io n  more than  pay , 

b e tra y  th e  t r u s t  rep o sed  in  th e m ', E 18 (4 ) .  ' O ther men i n  th o se  
o f f i c e s  w i l l  be a f r a id  to  do am iss, when they  have no p a r ty  in  th e  
H o u se '. E 21(36) ,  S c o t t i s h  Dove.

3 . H a r l .166 , f .1 5 4 v .
4 . C larendon , R e b e llio n , v i i i ,  191-92. GSPV,1643-47, I 66 . W hitelocke, 

i ,  351. A g o s tin i r e f e r s  to  th e  's c a t t e r i n g  o f  s e d i t io u s  p a m p h le ts '. 
o p . c i t . 164 .
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th e  o rd in an ce  was made, o r  on th e  day a f t e r  th e  f a s t  and th e  sermons; 

he ended w ith  th e  o f f e r  to  su rre n d e r  h i s  own o f f ic e  o f  T re a su re r  o f  

th e  Navy, and th e  w ish t h a t  the  p r o f i t s  m ight be a p p lie d  to  th e  c o s t
A

o f  th e  w ar. In c id e n ta l ly  i f  Vane r e a l l y  d e c la re d  t h a t  he d id  n o t

owe h is  Navy T re a su re rsh ip  to  th e  fav o u r o f  p a rlia m e n t, t h i s  was a

h a lf - t r u th  th a t  some M.P.S must have heard w ith  s c e p tic ism , se e in g

th a t  from  December 164I to  August l6if2 Vane had been o u t o f  th e  o f f i c e ,

and had been re -a p p o in te d  to  i t  on ly  by p a r lia m e n t. I t  may be rem arked

th a t  in  s p i t e  o f  th e  Self-D enying O rd inance, which l a t e r  p a sse d ,^

Vane co n tin u ed  to  be T re a su re r  o f  th e  Navy, as 'H onest John  L ilb u m e '
3

d id  n o t f a i l  to  p o in t  o u t .  He, and one o r  two o th e r s ,  in c lu d in g

Warwick, were p ro te c te d  from  lo s s  o f  o f f i c e  by a c la u se  ex cep tin g  from

re s ig n a t io n  th o se  who had been d ism isse d  by th e  k ing  and re -a p p o in te d

by P a r l ia m e n t. Vane a lso  secu red  from p a rliam e n t s p e c i f i c  r e -  
5

in s ta te m e n t.

V ane 's  p a r lia m e n ta iy  a c t i v i t i e s  in  1644 g ive  a c l e a r  p ic tu r e  o f

h i s  energy  and re s o u rc e fu ln e s s . He co u ld  tak e  advantage o f  p a rlia m e n ta ry

p io ced u re  in  a way th a t  though le g a l  was n o t com plete ly  h o n est -

w itn e s s  th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f  th e  o rd in a n c e s  e s ta b l is h in g  th e  Committee

o f  Both Kingdoms; th e  f i r s t  was in tro d u c e d  in to  a v e iy  th in  House o f  
6

L ords, and was l a t e r  re v iv e d  in  o rd e r  to  by-pass o p p o s it io n  in  th a t

1 . C larendon, R e b e llio n , v i i i ,  194. There seems to  be no rec o rd  o f
t h i s  speech e lsew h e re .

2 . Rushw orth. p a r t  i v ,  v o l . i ,  14^16. 3 A p r i l  164^ .
3 . H a lle r .T ra c ts . i i i ,  288.
4 . G a rd in e r. C o n s t i tu t io n a l  Documents. 288.
3 . See below , p .  215.
6 . O pposition  was expec ted  h e re .  B a i l l i e .  i i ,  141.
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House. The Lovelace n e g o tia t io n s  too c o u ld  h a rd ly  have been c a r r ie d  

on by a v e iy  scrupu lous man. Vane co n tin u ed  to  be a m aste r o f  shrewd 

argum ent, and cou ld  defend  h im se lf  o r  h i s  cause  w ith  g r e a t  a b i l i t y .

H is 'le a d e rs h ip *  o f  the  House was a q u a l i f ie d  one however. Undoubtedly 

he was a le a d e r  -  bo th  th e  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms and th e  S e l f -  

D eiying O rdinance can be presum ed w ith  f a i r  c e r ta in ty  to  be V ane 's  

in v e n tio n s . But he was n o t a m aste r o f  th e  House in  the  same way
A

th a t  lym w as, no r even o f th e  Corrmittee o f  Both Kingdoms. He was 

sometimes d e fe a te d  in  th e  Commons, and when he wanted an e x te n s io n  

o f  time f o r  h i s  m ission  to  Y ork, he had to  ' s t a t e  h i s  case  ' to  th e  

Committee, p le a d  f o r  a c o n cess io n  and even th en  was re fu s e d .

How f a r  tne somewhat h igh-handed  a c t io n s  o f  the  Committee o f  

Both Kingdoms were due to  Vane one does n o t know -  i t  has to  be 

remembered th a t  he was o n ly  one member o f  a la rg e  com m ittee. But 

c e r ta in ly  he was o f te n  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  in c id e n ts  in  which the  Committee 

a c te d  w ith o u t p r i o r  a u th o r is a t io n  by p a r l ia m e n t. He knew, up to  a 

p o in t ,  when th e  House o f  Commons must be c o n c i l ia te d ,  as when he 

in tro d u c ed  th e  m odified  o rd in an c e  e s ta b l is h in g  the  Committee o f  Both 

Kingdoms, o r framed th e  S elf-D enying  O rd inance. V/hether he a lso  

r e a l i s e d  t h a t  he was r e ta in in g  v o te s , b u t n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  th e  good 

o p in io n  o f  th e  House and the  p u b l ic ,  i s  d o u b tfu l.

V ane 's v iew s on p o lic y  in  th e  hey-day o f  th e  Committee o f  Both

1 ,  P ie r re p o n t and N orthum berland a tten d e d  even more o f te n  -  o f  course  
th ey  had no o th e r  o f f i c i a l  d u t ie s  o u ts id e  p a r lia m e n t.
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Kingdoms a re  n o t e a s i ly  e s ta b l is h e d ,  though i t  i s  c le a r  th a t  he 

c o n s is te n t ly  opposed peace n e g o t ia t io n s .  H is a t t i t u d e  to  th e  

L ords, c o l l e c t iv e ly  and in d iv id u a l ly ,  argues t h a t  h i s  h o s t i l i t y  to  

th e  Upper House had a lso  con tinued  and even in c re a se d ,^  There i s  

no s u b s ta n t ia l  ev idence to  connect Vane w ith  a r e p u b lic a n  p o s i t io n  

a t  t h i s  tim e -  h i s  m ission  to  York f o r  the  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms 

i s  a v e iy  obscu re  in c id e n t  in d e e d .

With S t .  John  he was c o n tin u in g  to work v e iy  c lo s e ly ,  and i t  i s  

p o s s ib le  to  id e n t i f y  some o f  h i s  o th e r  p o l i t i c a l  a s s o c ia te s ,  such as 

T a te , H e s i lr ig e  and Samuel Browne. T h is i s  n o t always easy  however -n
even Cromwell was a t e l l e r  in  December 1644 a g a in s t  Vane. P robab ly  

Vane, S t .  John and t h e i r  c o l la b o r a to r s  were n o t c o n c e rtin g  befo rehand  

by a iy  means a l l  t h e i r  p o liq y . W hether Vane endeavoured to  p la c e  

C h a rle s  Lewis on th e  th rone  i s  s t i l l  an open q u e s tio n . In  th e  summer 

o f  1644 th e  'w ar p a r t y ' cou ld  look  forw ard  to  v ic to iy ,  and would need 

some c o n s tru c t iv e  p o lic y  f o r  th e  p e a c e . I t  i s  n o t  im possib le  th a t  ‘

Vane shou ld  f o r  a tim e have c o n s id e re d  the  a c c e ss io n  o f  C harles Lewis 

as a p o s s ib le  s o lu t io n  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  dilemma. He was concerned 

w ith  alm ost every  o th e r  m ajor p o l i t i c a l  problem  o f t h i s  v i t a l l y  

im portan t p e r io d .

1 . One in c id e n t  which r e v e a ls  t h i s  o ccu rred  i n  A p r i l  1644. The e a r l  
o f  M anchester had tak e n  o f f  th e  s e q u e s tra t io n  from th e  L in c o ln sh ire  
e s t a t e s  o f  th e  e a r l  o f  C h r e ,  who had re tu rn e d  to  P a r l ia m e n t 's  
a l le g ia n c e .  Vane and H e s i l r ig e  o b je c te d  to  M an ch este r's  a c t io n ,  
though a few sh o r t  months b e fo re  Vane and S t.Jo h n  had v ig o ro u s ly  
championed M an ch este r 's  power to  remove th e  s e q u e s tra t io n  from the 
p ro p e r ty  o f  T r in i ly  C o lle g e , Cambridge. Vane took th e  le a d  in  
in tro d u c in g  a b i l l  to  r e g u la te  s e q u e s t ra t io n s ,  which would have
th e  double o b je c t  o f  l im i t in g  M an ch este r 's  power to  l i f t  s e q u e s tra t ­
io n s ,  and b rin g in g  in  money f o r  th e  S co ts  a im ie s . H a r l .166 , f . 46 .

2 . i i i ,  729 . 19 D ec.



99

Chap. i i i .  The i s s u e  o f  peace o r  w ar, f l  645-461.



1 0 0 .

Vane does n o t seem to  have been a ‘P re sb y te r ia n  Independent*

in  th e  term  o f H ex ter*s d e f in i t i o n ,  (u n le s s  perhaps when he n e g o tia te d

th e  Solemn League and C ovenant). At l e a s t  h is  name i s  no t on th e

e x is t in g  l i s t s  o f  e ld e r s ,  nor i s  he known to  have had o th e r  connec tions

w ith  r e l ig io u s  p re s b y te r ia n ism . H is f a th e r  s igned  th e  l e t t e r  in

December 1645 c e r t i f y in g  th a t  th e  c l a s s i s  system  had been s e t  up in

Durham, and b o th  th e  second son , S i r  G-eorge, and S i r  George* s f a  the  r -

in - la w  were e ld e rs  a t  S ta in d ro p , bu t Vane h im se lf  does no t appear

a s  an e ld e r  f o r  Durham o r  London. T iiis i s  h a rd ly  c o n c lu s iv e , f o r

n e i th e r  th e  e ld e r  Vane nor h is  e ld e s t  son re s id e d  a t  Raby f o r  any

c o n s id e ra b le  tim e d u rin g  the  C iv i l  W ars. They d id  s ta y  in  London

f o r  long p e r io d s , bu t i t  was Kent w hich would p robab ly  be regarded

as t h e i r  main r e s id e n c e , and on th e  s e t t in g  up o f  th e  p re s b y te r ia n

system  in  Kent th e  o n ly  in fo rm a tio n  i s  an ev asiv e  l e t t e r ,  s igned  by

n e i th e r  o f  th e  V anes, p o l i t e ly  p o stp o n in g  the  ta sk  o f e s ta b l is h in g  
2

th e  c l a s s i s .

According to  C larendon th e  names ‘P re sb y te ria n *  and ‘Independent* 

were f i r s t  en^loyed o f  th e  two r i v a l  groups in  P a r lia m e n t a f t e r  th e  

U xbridge n e g o tia t io n s ,  and he v o u ld  d a te  t h e i r  use to  about March 

1645 , ^ though i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  i n  a n o th e r  passage r e l a t i n g  to  the  

p e r io d  December 1645-March 1646 he speaks o f  tlie In d ep en d en ts , ‘who 

were a f a c t io n  newly grown up* H o lie s  however d id  not use the  word

1. Shaw. i i ,  367-68. 13 Dec.1645.
2. Ibid. , 373.
3 . C larendon, R e b e llio n , v i i i ,  255,
4 . I b i d . , i x ,  1T 7Z
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Independent u n t i l  he was w r i t in g  o f  ^6k^G, though H o lie s , l i k e

Clarendon bu t w ith  l e s s  excuse , was d e p lo ra b ly  vague in  d a tin g  
2

e v e n ts . One could  alm ost b e lie v e  t h a t  H o lie s  was d e l ib e r a te ly

avoid ing  th e  teim  * In d ^ e n d e n t* , bu t a more l ik e l y  e x p la n a tio n  i s

th a t  d u rin g  th e  f i r s t  th r e e  y e a rs  o f th e  war th e  word was l i t t l e

used , and H o lie s  unconsciously  r e f l e c te d  t h i s .

The problem  o f th e  q u e s tio n s  a t  is s u e  between th e  two groups

rem ains. In  t h i s  co n n ec tio n  i t  i s  im p o rtan t to  r e a l i s e  t h a t  by no

means a l l  th e  members o f p a rlia m e n t belonged to  e i t h e r  g ro u p , and

i f  they  d id  belong  to one group f o r  some months i t  by no means fo llo w s

th a t  they  belonged to  i t  f o r  y e a r s .  There h as been a tendency to

reg a rd  p a rlia m e n t i n  th e  164ÛS as though i t  were th e  contem poraiy

p a r lia m e n t, w ith  th e  members ranged c o n s is te n t ly  beh ind  one o r  o th e r

p a r ty ,  w hereas i t  was in  f a c t  more analogous to  th e  French R ev o lu tio n a iy

C onvention, i n  w hich tw o - th ird s  o f  th e  members c o n s t i tu te d  th e  ‘P la in * ,

and belonged to none o f  th e  main p o l i t i c a l  g ro u p s. During 1646 ,

when th e  ’R e c ru ite rs*  were coming in ,  the  average number v o tin g  a t

d iv is io n s  in  th e  Commons was 175*^ I f  H o lie s  v/as r ig h t  in  say ing
4

th a t  th e  * Independents* could  r e ly  on some f i f t y  M .P .s, and as we 

know th a t  H o lie s  cannot have commanded more re g u la r  sup p o rt than  h is

1 . Memoirs, 232.
2 . H o lies  was w r i t in g  n e a re r  in  tim e to  th e  e v en ts  he d e sc r ib e d .

F or h is  in accu racy  s e e , f o r  in s ta n c e , h i s  s ta tem en t t h a t  th e  
S co ts were c a l le d  i n  a f t e r  th e  crowd surrounded die door o f  the  
Gorimons i n  August 1643 » w hereas Vane, D arley  and th e  o th e r  envoys 
had d e p a r te d  f o r  S c o tla n d  s e v e ra l  days b e fo re . Memoirs, 157.

3 . This f ig u r e  i s  ad m itte d ly  only  a rough one , f o r  i t  in c lu d e s  e a r ly
m orning and v a ca tio n - tim e  d iv is io n s ,  when a tten d an ce  was low; and
some d iv is io n s  on p r iv a te  m a tte rs  show an unexpected ly  la rg e  number
o f  M .P .s v o tin g .

4 . I g m o ir e i  ,. 214 .
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opponents, f o r  he was o f te n  d e fe a te d , th i s  le a v e s  79 M .P.s who 

d id  n o t ’belong* to  e i th e r  g roup . H olies in  f a c t  sa id  t h i s :

* T il l  t h i s  tim e [when the  'R e c ru ite rs*  began to  suppo rt H b lle s J  

they  [st. Jo h n ’ s p a r t y J  had p re v a i le d  so f a r ,  upon th e  a f f e c t io n s  

o f th e  p eo p le , and e s p e c ia l ly ,  upon w ell-m eaning , bu t not so d is c e rn in g .

Members o f  P a r lia m e n t, t h a t  th ey  were ab le  to su pp ress a l l  good

1 2 m otions, ten d in g  tow ards peace* . M arten s a id  much th e  same.

There has been no study o f  th e  M.P.S who * tu rn ed  t h e i r  coat* 

d u rin g  th e  C iv i l  W ars, but th e re  were a g r e a t  mary o f  them , and i t  

would be in s t r u c t iv e  to  know t h e i r  m o tiv es. But i f  men were p rep a red  

to  make th e  c o s t ly  d e c is io n  o f  abandoning the  r o y a l i s t  o r  p a r l i a ­

m entary cause f o r  i t s  r i v a l ,  th e re  vould  c e r ta in ly  be some who would 

move from sup p o rt o f one group to  th e  o th e r  in  th e  House. In  p o l i t i c s ,  

as in  r e l ig io n ,  where D r. Yule n o te d ,^  th a t  men’ s view s d id  n o t rem ain 

s t a t i c ,  men changed t h e i r  a t t i t u d e .  One must beware o f  assuming 

t h a t  because a man was a r e g ic id e  o r  Runner i n  1649 he was an * Independent * 

in  1645.

We a re  thus fa c e d  w ith  a p o l i t i c a l  s i tu a t io n  o f  g re a t  com plexity  

and f l u i d i t y .  N e v e r th e le s s , i t  i s  t r u e  th a t  in  th e  1645-48 p e r io d  

even more c le a r ly  than  in  1644, two r i v a l  groups a re  c le a r ly  d is c e rn ib le  

i n  th e  House. I f  s t a t i s t i c s  o f  the  t e l l e r s  a re  r e l i e d  upon, H o lies

1 . Memoirs, 230.
2 . Quoted Y ule , o p . c i t . . 64.
3 . I b i d . . 20.
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would c e r t a in ly  seem to have le d  one group, f o r  he was a t e l l e r  f a r  

more th an  any o th e r  M.P. But i f  one c o n s id e rs  h is  opponents* rec o rd s  

on t h i s  b a s i s ,  the  s u rp r is in g  r e s u l t  i s  t h a t  th e  r i v a l  p a r ty  was le d  

by H e s i l r ig e ,  who was t e l l e r  in  th ir ty - tw o  d iv is io n s  between May 

1645 and December 1646, and S i r  John Evelyn o f  W il ts h i r e ,  whose 

t o t a l  was tw en ty . Vane was a t e l l e r  a g a in s t  H o lie s  on ly  th re e  

tim e s , as o f te n  a s  S i r  John D anvers , and l e s s  o f te n  than  N a th a n ie l 

îÿ n e s , S ta p le to n  was H o lies* s most u su a l l i e u te n a n t ,  f o r  he was 

a t e l l e r  w ith  H o lie s  in  th ir ty -o n e  d iv is io n s ,  and S i r  W illiam  Lewes 

in  seven. The s t a t i s t i c s  a re  re v e a lin g  in  a n o th e r  way however, 

f o r  on two o c c a s io n s  H e s i l r ig e  was a t e l l e r  w ith  H o lie s , and S ta p le to n  

was once a t e l l e r  a g a in s t  him. S i r  W alte r E a r le  was a t e l l e r  w ith
A

H o lie s  fb u r t im e s , bu t was a t e l l e r  a g a in s t  him tv /ice . There i s  

no reaso n  to  th in k  t h a t  a iyone a t  th e  tim e c o n s id e re d  t h i s  odd.

In  c o n s id e r in g  th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  between H o lie s  *s group and th e  

group which e v id e n tly  c o n ta in e d  H e s i lr ig e  and Evelyn -  th e  q u e s tio n  

o f  i t s  le a d e rs h ip  w i l l  be l a t e r  d isc u sse d  -  th e  r e l ig io u s  i s s u e  must 

be examined. I f  d iv is io n s  i n  th e  House a re  an in d ic a t io n ,  as they  

m ust b e , o f  th e  m ain i s s u e s ,  th en  th ese  a re  seen  to  be as in  164 -̂» 

n o t r e l ig io u s  b u t p o l i t i c a l .  Of th e  seven ty  d iv is io n s  i n  which th e  

two groups were c le a r ly  opposed to  one an o th e r in  1645 and I 646, 

seven can be c la s s e d  m ainly as r e l ig io u s  in  c h a r a c te r ,  s ix ly - th r e e  as 

m ainly p o l i t i c a l .  The two groups o f M .P.s d iv id e d  most o f te n  over

1 . A ll  th e  f ig u r e s  a re  fiom  CJ. iv ,  and v , p a ss im . Holies w as 
a  teller 58 times.
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such q u e s tio n s  as t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  to  the k in g , th e  House o f  Lords 

o r  th e  S c o ts . They a lso  d i l 'f e r e d  on p o lic y  tow ards d e lin q u e n ts , 

as in d iv id u a ls  o r  a s  a c l a s s ,  and on how a London p e t i t i o n  should  

be re c e iv e d . R e lig io u s  i s s u e s ,  such as w hether tlie cerem ory o f  

o rd in a t io n  shou ld  in c lu d e  ta k in g  th e  Covenant, o r w hether a p e t i t i o n

from th e  W estm inster Assembler v/as a b reach  o f p r iv i le g e ,  were much

1 2 l e s s  f r e q u e n t .  As C larendon a s s e r te d ,  and H o lies  i n  h is  memoirs

more or l e s s  ad m itte d ,^  H o lie s* s  group su p p o rted  th e  S co ts  f o r

p o l i t i c a l  re a s o n s , n o t f o r  r e l ig io u s  o n e s . P robably  most o f  the

* Independen ts * a lso  were moved c h ie f ly  by p o l i t i c a l  c o n s id e ra tio n s  -

i f  one th in k s  o f  S t .  John o r  P ie r re p o n t h a p p ily  s e t t l i n g  down under

th e  R esto red  monarchy’ s r e l ig io u s  s e ttle m e n t one must a llow  th a t

th i s  i s  p ro b ab le  -  though no doubt some su p p o rted  th e  H e s i l r ig e -

E velyn group f o r  r e l ig io u s  r e a s o n s .^

In  t h i s  and th e  fo llo w in g  c h a p te rs  th e  term  ’P re sb y te ria n *  has

been used f o r  th e  H o lle s -S ta p le to n  group, and ’Independent* f o r  the

S t .  J o h n -H e s ilr ig e  g roup , i n  s p i t e  o f th e  in a p p ro p r ia te n e s s  o f  such

re l ig io u s  te rm s . The names a re  in  common u se , and i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to

f in d  s u b s t i t u t e s .  They a re  used  h e re  however in  a s t r i c t l y  p o l i t i c a l

se n se , o f  th e  two g roups, a t  l e a s t  some of whose members w ere, by th e

summer o f 1645, b i t t e r l y  a n ta g o n is t ic  to  the  le a d e r s  o f th e  o th e r .

~  C T .iv , 542, 672(the k in g ) ;  485, 558, 57^, 598, 624, é l 5 ,  730(the  
L o rd s); 540 , 545, 644, 655 , 659, 12, 2 7 (th e  S c o ts ) ;  C J .iv ,
297, 471, 529, 588, 6 6 5 (d e lin q u e n ts ) ;  449, 555, 5 6 l , C J .v , 25(011# 
p e t i t i o n s ) ;  C J .iv .  319, 463, 5 5 2 (th e  C ovenant); 506, (ÂssanbJ# 
p e t i t i o n ) .

2 . C larendon, R e b e llio n , v i i i ,  248.
3 . Memoirs, 202.
4 . On th e  is s u e  o f  t o l e r a t i o n ,  f o r  exam ple.
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There i s  no a b so lu te ly  h a rd  and f a s t  l in e  between th e  two g roups, j u s t

as th e re  was no hard  and f a s t  l in e  between independen ts and p re s b y te r ia n s

in  r e l i g io n .  I t  i s  p o s s ib le  however from  th e  d ia r i e s  and o th e r  sou rces

to  draw up a l i s t  o f some 40 M .P.s who can be seen to  be w orking more o r
1

l e s s  c o n s is te n t ly  w ith  th e  Independen ts , As H o lies  c o n s id e re d  h is
2

group were th e  m odera tes, i t  seems in a p p ro p r ia te  to  use th e  term  f o r  

th e  uncom m itted M .P .s. C larendon s t a t e s , ^  and any re a d e r  o f  th e  

'contem poraiy  d iu m a l l s  and d i a r i e s  w i l l  co n firm , th a t  th e  Independents 

spoke more and more p e rs u a s iv e ly  than  H o lie s* s  su p p o rte rs  d id ;  t h i s  

no doubt a c c o u n ts  f o r  th e  com parative  su c ce ss  o f  h i s  r i v a l s .

Vane co n tin u ed  to  be one o f  th e  le a d e r s  o f  the  g roup , a s  he had 

been in  1644, though as we have seen he r a r e ly  a c ted  as  a t e l l e r .

I t  i s  rem arkable  too t h a t  H o lie s  re se rv e d  h is  venom f o r  S t .  John as 

th e  man c h ie f ly  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  Independents* p o l ic y ,  and though 

he named Cromwell, H e s i l r ig e ,  Mildmay and Ivlarten a s  th e  Independent 

* te a se rs*  o r  *gang*^ he h a rd ly  m entioned Vane. C larendon however 

named N a th a n ie l Fynes, Vane, Cromwell, H e s i l r ig e  and M arten as th e
5

le a d e rs  o f  the  In d ep en d en ts , and th e  d i a r i s t s ,  the  Commons Jo u rn a ls  

and o th e r  ev idence su p p o rt h i s  view , though S t .  John was p robab ly  e q u a lly  

im p o rtan t beh ind  th e  sc en e s . H a i l l i e ,  th e  S c o ts , and th e  k in g  regarded  

Vane as  n o t the  l e a s t  importaatcfihe l e a d e r s ,  and on such v i t a l  m a tte rs  

as the  appoin tm ent o f  F a i r f a x  as com m ander-in-chief o f  the  New Model,

1 . See n o te  C.
2 . M em oirs. 229.
3 . C larendon , R e b e llio n , v i i i ,  260.
4 . Memoirs. 220.
5 . 0£ . c i t .
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o r  lau n ch in g  th e  a t ta c k  on H o lie s  and W hitelocke in  J u ly  1645,

Vane p lay ed  a dominant p a r t .  Perhaps he d id  no t a c t as t e l l e r

because he could  be more u s e fu l ly  employed in  th e  lobby p e rsu ad in g

M .P.s to  v o te  f o r  the  Independent p o l ic y .

In  February  1645 he was one o f  P a r l ia m e n t’ s com m issioners a t
1

th e  peace n e g o tia t io n s  a t  U xbridge; he had v ig o ro u sly  opposed

n e g o tia t io n s  w ith  the  k in g  in  l643 and 1644; i t  seems odd th e re fo re

th a t  he should  be chosen to  ta k e  p a r t  in  th e  Uxbridge ’t r e a ty * .  The

Uxbridge n e g o tia t io n s  developed  o u t o f  th e  Oxford d is c u s s io n s  o f

November 1644 when H o lie s , P ie r re p o n t ,  Lord Wenman, and
2

W hitelocke had re p re se n te d  th e  Commons. H o lie s  and W hitelocke

genu ine ly  wanted p eace , go ing  so f a r  as to  d r a f t  a t  th e  k in g ’s re q u e s t

an answer to  p a rliam e n t w hich would f a c i l i t a t e  peace (though they

s to u t ly  d e n ie d  under c ro s s -q u e s tio n in g  l a t e r  th a t  they  had done any 
5

such th in g  ) .  Whether Wenman and P ie r re p o n t  a lso  w anted peace i s  

n o t known. In  Jan u ary  1645 Vane, S t .  Jo h n , Crew and P r id e  aux were 

added to  th e  p rev io u s  fo u r  Oxford com m issioners; th e  Lords se n t f  o u r , 

(o f  whom Northum berland was o n e ), and th e  S co ts  ten # ^  Why was Vane 

se n t?  Perhaps he had changed h is  mind about making peace w ith  th e  

k in g , b u t th e re  i s  no o th e r  evidence o f  t h i s .  Perhaps he w ished 

to  sa feg u a rd  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  In d ep en d en ts , and to  p rev e n t th e

1 . i v ,  19.
2 . W hite locke , i ,  329 .
3 . I b i d . . 336.
4 . See n o te  1 @
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P re s b y te r ia n s  from making an a l l ia n c e  w ith  th e  k in g . Sabran  w r i te s  

a t  t h i s  t im e : * i l  y  a l i e u  de c ra in d re  d es é tra n g e s  e x tr e m ite ^ s . . .s i  

l a  chambre des Communs p e u t d isp o se r  des E sc o ssa is  e t  des in d ép en d an ts , 

l e s  uns e t  l e s  a u tre s  d e sq u e ls  so n t meantmoins pour se  jo in d re  au

p a r ty  du r o i  de l a  Grande B re tag n e , l e s  p rem iers  s ’i l  ch asse  l e s
/ / 1 
eveques, l e s  a u tr e s  s ’i l  r é s i s t é  aux p r e s b i t e r i a t *. A nother

e x p la n a tio n  i s  a ls o  p o s s ib le .  The com m issioners a t  U xbridge would

n e g o tia te  under sev e re  d i s a b i l i t i e s  -  th e  th re e  to p ic s  w hich P a rlia m e n t

had v o te d  should  be th e  s u b je c ts  o f  d is c u s s io n  w ere su re ly  th o se  on

w hich agreem ent was l e a s t  l ik e ly  to  be o b ta in e d , r e l i g io n ,  th e  m i l i t i a ,
2

and I r e l a n d .  S ab ran , speak ing  to  th e  S co ts  d e le g a te s  to  U xbridge,

p o in te d  o u t to  them th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  caused  because : ’ceux qu i a v o ie n t

m is l e s  t r o i s  a r t i c l e s  moins p o s s ib le  en t e s t e s  de p ro p o s i t io n s  sem b lo ien t

l ’ a v o ir  f a i t  pour a r r e s t e r  l e  cours du t r a i t e * .^  M oreover, P a r l ia m e n t’ s

com m issioners w ere g iv en  no room f o r  m anoeuvre. They had to  demand

such co n ce ss io n s  from th e  k in g  as th e  a b o l i t io n  o f ep isco p acy , th e

accep tan ce  o f  th e  D ir e c to iy  o f  P u b lic  W orship, and th e  ta k in g  o f  th e

Solemn League and Covenant n o t on ly  by th e  k in g  b u t a ls o  by a l l  h i s

s u b je c t s .^  The com m issioners o f  th e  two s id e s  were to  exchange
5

w r i t te n  memoranda; though d is c u s s io n  would have been a qu icker

1 . BM.Add.546l, f .9 8 v .
2 . See N orthum berland’ s speech (E 272 (3 ) p p .3 and 4 , f o r  the  s u b je c ts  

d is c u s s e d .
3 . BM.Add.546l, f .6 5 v .
4 .  See n o te  2 above.
5 . See n o te  3 below , p . 108.
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method o f  in terch a n g in g  p r o p o s it io n s , and would have been l e s s  l i k e l y  

to  u se  up th e 21 days a llov/ed  by P arliam en t f o r  n e g o t ia t io n .  But 

in  s p i t e  o f  th e se  and o th er  d i f f i c u l t i e s  th e  p u b lic  demand f o r  peace  

was so overwhelming th a t  an agreement m ight w e l l  be reach ed . The 

S c o t t i s h  D ove, a ’Parliam ent* newspaper, though th e m ost outspoken , 

was w r it in g :  ’ Some w i l l  o b j e c t . . . t h a t  th e  kingdome i s  a lread y  alm ost

undone, and th a t you  are  not ab le  to  s u b s i s t ,  th e ta x e s  are g r e a t ,  

and you  have l i t t l e  l e f t  to l i v e  ’ • I f  th e  dominant p a r ly  in  

p arliam en t d id  n ot in te n d  th e peace n e g o t ia t io n s  to su c ceed , they  

co u ld  have sen t some o f  t h e ir  number to  Uxbridge w ith  t h i s  purpose 

in  m ind, and t h i s  was th e  view  p ut forw ard by A g o s t in i ,  and B rien n e.  ̂

Other c ircu m stan ces le n d  co lou r to  t h e ir  o p in io n . The Commons v/ould 

not accede to  the L ords’ su g g e stio n  th a t  the f a s t ,  p rocla im ed  f o r  th e  

W ednesday, the f i r s t  day o f  the m eetin g , should  be p u t back a day.^  

T h ere fo re , though th e  com m issioners were exp ected  e a r l i e r ,  they  d id
I

not a r r iv e  a t Uxbridge u n t i l  seven  or e ig h t  in  th e ev en in g . They 

then  sa id  th a t they co u ld  do n o th in g  u n t i l  the S co ts  com m issioners  

a r r iv e d , w hich postponed  the ta lk s  fo r  another day. When th e k in g ’ s  

com m issioners wanted th e  ta lk s  extended  f o r  a fu r th e r  few  days,

1 . B 270(33), 21-29 Feb . 1644/3 . ' '
2 . CSPV. 1643-4 7 , 173; BM.Add.346l ,  f . l 2 0 v .  D r. Wedgewood (K ing’s

War, 418) seems to  ta k e  th e  view t h a t  th e  k ing  v/as a t  l e a s t  as
in t r a n s ig e n t  as P a r lia m e n t, bu t i n  view o f h i s  p e r i lo u s  m i l i ta r y  
s i t u a t io n  in  E ngland t h i s  v/ould s u re ty  have been an u n lik e ly
p o l ic y  f o r  him to  p u rsu e , in  s p i t e  o f  M ontrose’ s v ic to r ie s ?

3 . The Kingdomes Weekly I n te lli) : ;e n c e r , E 26(7).
4 .  M ercurius A u lic u s , E 271 ( 4 ) .
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1
P a r lia m e n t’ s com m issioners r e fu s e d .  There i s  a lso  th e  very

damaging f a c t  p o in te d  ou t by A u lic u s:  ’ th e ir  Solemn League and

Covenant i s  now o n ly  te n d e re d  to good consc iences whom they  hope

w i l l  re fu s e  i t ,  and w aived as o f te n  as any s o r t  o f  R eb e ls  p re te n d

to  stum ble a t  i t . . . t h e y  have now g ra n te d  t h a t  t h e i r  new G enera l,

S i r  Thomas F a ir fa x , and a l l  the o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e ir  in ten d ed  A m y, s h a l l

no t have th e  Covenant p r e s t  upon them, and y e t  t h e i r  com m issioners

a t  U xbridge w i l l  have no peace Unless H is Sacred M ajesty  sweare to
2

t h i s  covenant and in jo y n e  i t  to  a l l  h i s  s u b je c ts ’ . T his a c c u sa tio n

i s  borne o u t  by f a c t s  -  Cromwell n o t a month b e fo re  had been a t e l l e r

f o r  th e  Noes when i t  was moved th a t  th e  Covenant sh o u ld  be ten d e red
3

to  th e  New Model Army.

There seems to  be no reco rd  o f  V ane’s p a r t  in  th e  n e g o tia t io n s

a t  U xbridge -  th e  p e e r s ’ r e p o r ts  to  P a rlia m e n t a re  la c o n ic  in  th e  
4

extrem e* W hitelocke t e l l s  us on ly  t h a t  Culpepper came to  pay a

c o u rte sy  v i s i t  to  Vane, as C larendon , W hite locke’ s o ld  f r ie n d ,  d id  
3

to  him . In  th e  e a r ly  y e a rs  o f  th e  Long P a rlia m e n t C ulpepper and 

Vane had s e v e ra l  tim es a c te d  a s  j o i n t  managers o f  co n fe ren ces  w ith  

the  L ords, o r  on o th e r  m issio n s f o r  t h e  Conmons,^ and had p robab ly

come to  know each o th e r  q u ite  w e l l .  C larendon a s s e r te d  t h a t  Vane,

1 . % i te lo c k e , i ,  395 . Loudon, in  re p o r t in g  to  th e  C ity , g iv es  th e  
same reaso n  as W hitelocke -  no p ro g re s s  had been made on th e  
th r e e  s u b je c ts  so f a r  d is c u s s e d , 3 273(3) p . 7.

2 . See no te  4 above, p . 108.
3 . ^ . i v ,  48. 13 Feb . P a r l ia m e n t’ s r e f u s a l  to  re c o g n ise  th e  t i t l e s

o f  some o f  th e  r o y a l i s t  com m issioners -  Hyde’ s earldom , fo r  
in s ta n c e  -  a lso  looks l ik e  o b s t r u c t iv e  t a c t i c s .  The k ing
overlooked  t h i s .  See above, n o te  3 , p .  108,

4 . I J . v i i ,  175 se q .
5 . W hitelocke, i ,  375.
6 . Ç J .Ü ,  140 , 234, 238, e t  a l .
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S t .  John  and P rid eau x  a c te d  as s p ie s  on th e  o th e r  P a r lia m e n t
1

com m issioners, and th a t  th ey  d id  n o t d e s i r e  p e a c e . On th e

whole th e  ev idence  len d s  i t s e l f  to  t h i s  v iew . C e r ta in ly  i t

would be c o n s is te n t  w ith  V ane’s draw ing away from th e  S c o ts  a t

t h i s  p e r io d ,  and w ith  h i s  a tte m p ts  to  b r in g  th e  S co ts aimy in to

England, p ro b ab ly  to  em b ro il them y e t  more deep ly  in  th e  w ar, and

th u s en su re  t h a t  th ey  d id  n o t  make peace w ith  th e  k in g . I t  co u ld

w e ll  be t h a t  Laud was e x ecu ted  a t  t h i s  tim e to  make th e  p ro s p e c ts

o f  peace l e s s  l i k e l y ,  by a n ta g o n is in g  th e  k in g  a g a in s t  th e  p a r l ia m e n t.

There i s  no d e f i n i t e  ev idence  to  connect Vane w ith  th e  resumed a t ta c k
2

on Laud, b u t Samuel Browne p la y e d  a very  p rom inen t p a r t .  Browne

was p ro b a b ly , as v/e have se e n , a member o f  Vane’ s group a t  th e  tim e

o f  th e  V ane-L ovelace n e g o t ia t io n s ;^  no doub t h i s  e x p erien c e  as  one

o f  the  o r i g i n a l  f e o f f e e s  f o r  Im p ro p ria tio n s  would p re -d is p o s e  him to
4

le a d  th e  a t ta c k  on Laud# Vane may have o b je c te d  to  th e  peace  

n e g o tia t io n s  p a r t l y  because th ey  impeded p ro g re s s  in  o rg a n is in g  th e  

’New M odel’ -  t h i s  v/as a rea so n  to  C larendon f o r  t iy in g  to  p ro lo n g
5

th e  d is c u s s io n s .  But p ro b ab ly  one cause  o f  Vane’ s a t t i t u d e  to  peace 

n e g o t ia t io n s  la y  in  h i s  knov/ledge o f  th e  k in g ’ s r e l ig io u s  p o l ic y .  ’A ll

1 . C larendon , R e b e llio n , i i i ,  492 .
2 . C J . iv ,  7 , 12 , 16 .
3 . See above, c h a p . i i i ,  p . 70 . Samuel Browne d in ed  w ith  StATohn and 

Vane, and was s a id  by W hitelocke to  be ’a grandee o f  t h a t  
Q s t .J o h n ’ J  p a r ^ ’ . W hite locke , i ,  527 .

4 .  O, H i l l ,  Economic Problem s o f  th e  C hurch, O xford, 1956^, 257, 259»
5 . C la ren d o n , R e b e llio n , i i i ,  498 .
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th e  k in g ’ s p ro p o s i t io n s  a re  to  m a in ta in  th e  p re s e n t  r e l ig io n * , he had 

d e c la re d  in  th e  Commons e a r ly  i n  Ja n u a iy  1644.

The grounds f o r  id e n t i fy in g  Vane w ith  a ’war p o l i y ’ a t  Uxbridge

l i e  in  h is  a t t i t u d e  to  peace n e g o tia t io n s  b e fo re  and a f t e r  th e  t r e a t y ,
2in  C larendon’ s acco u n t o f  th e  m ee tin g , and in  th e  speech Vane made 

to  th e  C ity  a f t e r  h i s  r e tu r n .  In  h is  speech^ th e re  i s  much abou t th e  

f u r th e r  p ro se c u tio n  o f  th e  w ar, and alm ost n o th in g  about th e  b l ig h te d  

hopes o f  p eace . P a r lia m e n t, he sa y s , has ’se n t us to you f o r  a 

double e n d ...T h e  one to  g iv e  you a c le a r  r e p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  th e  candour 

o f  t h e i r  a c t io n s  and in te n t io n s  i n  t h i s  l a t e  t r e a t y ’ . [T h ere  were 

e v id e n tly  s t i l l  su s p ic io n s  in  some p e o p le ’ s minds t h a t  P a rlia m e n t 

d id  n o t w ish  f o r  peace  J .  ’The o th e r ,  the  f i rm n e s s * . .o f  t h e i r  

r e s o lu t io n s  to  l iv e  ard  dye w ith  y o u , . . i n  th e  p ro s e c u tio n  o f  t h i s  

w ar’ . I t  i s  t ru e  t h a t  a t  t h i s  con fe rence  a t  a Common C ouncil i t  

was th e  ta s k  o f Nor thumb e r la n d  and Loudon to  d e a l  w ith  th e  rec o rd  

o f  th e  n e g o t ia t io n s ,  and Vane’s to  ask  f o r  more money to  p ro se c u te  

th e  w ar. I f  Vane had r e a l ly  r e g r e t te d  th e  f a i l u r e  o f  th e  ’ t r e a t y ’ , 

however, one would ex p ec t t h i s  to be shown a t  some p o in t  d u rin g  the  

speech . He d id  say : ’I f  i t  p le a se d  God, n o tw ith s ta n d in g  a l l  th e

d e s ig n s  o f  fo re ig n e rs  upon u s , t h a t  we can but be b e tim es in  th e  

f i e l d , . .  .we may be ab le  to  conpose th e se  unhappy d i f f e r e n c e s . . .

1 . BM.Add.l8, 779 f .4 5 v .
2 . 0£ . c i t . For C larendon ’s v a lu e  as a w itn e ss  a t  t h i s  p o in t see

C.H. F i r th  ’C larendon ’ s H istooy  o f th e  R e b e llio n ’ , BHR. ,x ix ,  (1904 ), 
26 -54 .

3 . S 2 7 3 (3 ).
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amongst o u r s e lv e s * . He went on; ’There can be no argument I  

know be more p r e v a le n t w ith  y o u , then  th e sh o r ten in g  o f  th e  war; 

th e  Houses o f  P arliam ent have been w i l l in g  to end i t  e i t h e r  way, 

by tr e a ty  or  war; but th ey  th in k  a l l  t r e a t i e s  w i l l  be use l e s  se  

t i l l  th ey  (p a r lia m en ^  be in  a p o stu re  to  shew th em selves a b le  

to  r e p e l l  th a t  o p p o s it io n  th a t  can be made a g a in s t  them’ . Probably  

th e  l a s t  se n ten c e  r e f l e c t s  Vane’ s tru e  o p in io n s , and he was r e ly in g  

on the newly foim ed am y to  secu re th e  kiind o f  peace th a t he w ould  

co n s id e r  a c c e p ta b le .

In  Ju n e  1645 a r e p o r t  was c i r c u la te d  i n  th e  C ity  by a w e l l -  

known P re s b y te r ia n  m in is te r ,  C ra n fo rd , t h a t  Vane and th re e  o th e r s ,  

w ith o u t a u th o r i ty ,  had c o n s t i tu t e d  them selves a sub-com m ittee o f  

th e  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms, and f o r  th r e e  months had been s e c r e t ly  

n e g o tia t in g  w ith  th e  K ing, even t r e a t i n g  w ith  him concern ing  th e
A

surrender o f  f o r t s ,  c a s t l e s  and g a r r iso n s  in  P a r lia m en t’ s h an d s.

C ra n fo rd ’ s a s s e r t io n s  were b ased  on som ething B a i l l i e  had to ld  him

about an in te r c e p te d  l e t t e r  to  Lord D igby, c o n ta in in g  peace p ro p o s i t io n s  
2

fo r  the k in g . Two days l a t e r  S t .  John, one o f  th e  M.P.S named by

1 . C J .iv ,  172. 212, S t .  John  s a id  th e  sub-com m ittee was i n s t r u c te d  
to  n e g o t ia te  about th e  su rre n d e r  o f  r o y a l i s t  f o r t s ,  and th e  
w r i t e r  o f  M an ifest T ru th s  ( s e e  n o te  2 , p . 114) a c c e p ts  t h i s .  The 
sub-com m ittee however i s  one more example o f  th e  methods o f  th e  
Committee o f  Both Kingdoms. The sub -com m ittee’ s e s ta b lis h m e n t i s  
no t re c o rd e d  in  th e  Day-Book, and th e  S c o ts  com m issioners on th e  
main com m ittee  were n o t  t o l d  o f  i t s  appoin tm ent u n t i l  n e a r ly  a 
month had p a sse d . A S c o ts  member was th e n  appo in ted  -  b u t never 
summoned to  a m ee ting . B a i l l i e ,  i i ,  487-89 , CSED.1644-45 . 400-01, 
460 , S ta p le to n  and P ie r r e p o n t  d e c la re d  t h a t  thqy knew n o th in g  o f  
th e  sub-com m ittee  ( H a r l . l6 6 ,  f .2 1 9 ) ,  though S t .  John had s t a t e d  
P ie r r e p o n t  was a member.

2 . B a i l l i e ,  i i ,  279.
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C ranfo rd  -  th e  o th e r s  a p a r t  from  Vane, w ere P ie r re p o n t  and Crew -

to ld  th e  House t h a t  th e re  was a sub-com m ittee o f  the  Committee

o f  Both Kingdoms, a p p o in ted , among o th e r  d u t i e s ,  to f in d  o u t who
1

s e n t  to  Oxford in te l l i g e n c e  o f w hat was done in  th e  House. The

sub-com m ittee c o n s is te d  o f  fo u r  men, but th o se  S t .  John  named were

n o t th e  same as th o s e  m entioned by C ran fo rd , and d id  n o t in c lu d e

Vane. A ccording to  B a i l l i e  i t  was Vane and S t .  John who were

in s tru m e n ta l  in  h av in g  C ran fo rd ’ s a l l e g a t io n s  b ro u g h t up in  th e

Commons; in f o m a t io n  had come to th e  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms,

Vane and S t .  John  had e x ag g e ra ted  th e  m a t te r ,  and re p o r te d  i t  to  th e  
2

H ouse. A ccording to  W h itta k e r , i t  was th e  Lord Mayor, A tk in s , who
3

a c tu a l ly  se n t th e  in fo rm a tio n  to  the  House -  a n o th e r  s l i g h t  in d ic a t io n  

o f  the  l in k s  betw een Vane and th e  C i ty .  A com m ittee v/as s e t  u p , and 

a f t e r  a d e b a te  in  J u ly ,  th e  Commons v o ted  C ra n fo rd ’ s words f a l s e  and

sc a n d a lo u s , o rd e re d  him to be im prisoned  in  th e  Tower, and to  pay
1 ^ 

JS300 each to  th e  men he had m a lig n ed . H is a r r e s t  was de layed  how ever,

and he was r e le a s e d  soon a f t e r  a t  the  re q u e s t o f  th e  same fo u r  m embers.^

B a i l l i e  sa y s  t h a t  he d id  n o t name any p a r t i c u l a r  M .P.s i n  h i s

c o n v e rsa tio n s  w ith  C ran fo rd , i n  v /hich case  C ran fo rd  m erely  gu essed

th e  i d e n t i ty  o f  th o se  concerned . A pparen tly  Vane was n o t one o f  th e

1 . W h itta k e r , f ,2 1 3 .  13 J^-ine. D’Ewes d id  n o t in c lu d e  Vane among th o se
named by C ranford  ( H a r l . l6 6 ,  f . 2 l 8 . ) ,  b u t th e  J o u rn a ls  and
Yonge (BM.Add. 18 , ?80 f . 7bv . ) d id .

2 . B a i l l i e ,  o £ . c i t . ^
3 . W h itta k e r , f .2 1 4 -1 5 .
4 .  C J .iv ,  212-13 . 19 J u ly .
3 . B a i l l i e ,  i i ,  311.
6 , C J .iv ,  245. 1 8 Aug.
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members o f th e  u n a u th o rise d  sub-com m ittee o f  B oth Kingdoms a l le g e d  

to  be n e g o tia t in g  w ith  the  k in g .  But the  Committee was so 

c u r io u s ly  c o n s t i tu t e d  t h a t  i t s  membership was n o t c le a r ly  e s ta b l is h e d ,  

and Vane may w e l l  have a tte n d e d  m ee tin g s . The a c c u sa tio n  a g a in s t  

C ran fo rd  msy have been d e s ig n ed  to  v/hip up a n t i - S c o t t i s h  f e e l in g ,  

o r  Vane may have d ec id ed  th a t  th e  b e s t  de fence  was a t t a c k ,  i f  he 

had h eard  som ething o f B a i l l ie * s  s u s p ic io n s . I t  was a s s e r te d  in  

th e  House t h a t  th e  a c c u sa tio n  was on ly  an Independen t p lo t  a g a in s t
A

C ran fo rd , a s tro n g  p r e s b y te r ia n .  The in c id e n t  i s  c h ie f ly  

im p o rta n t however f o r  i l l u s t r a t i n g  th e  c o n tin u in g  theme o f  th e  

f e a r  o f  s e p a ra te  Independen t peace n e g o t ia t io n s ,  and f o r  B a i l l ie * s  

b e l i e f  t h a t  S t .  John  and Vane were d i r e c t in g  s p i r i t s  i n  such m a tte r s  

a s  th e  C ranford  a f f a i r .  I t  i s  n o t  known w hether C ranford  p a id  

h i s  c r ip p lin g  f i n e ,  though i t  seems u n lik e ly  th a .t he cou ld  have 

d o n e .^  H is speedy r e le a s e  may have been due to  th e  g e n e ro s ity  

o f  th e  men he had ’in ju r e d * , b u t th e  House may have tak en  in to  

c o n s id e ra tio n  a ls o  th e  sev e re  epidem ic o f  p la g u e  th a t  was ra g in g  

in  London in  th e  summer.

The C ran fo rd  a f f a i r  was connec ted  w ith  a n o th e r  p o l i t i c a l  s t ru g g le  

a t  th e  same tim e . In  J u ly  1645 a d e l ib e r a te  a tte m p t, to  w hich Vane 

was a p a r ty ,  v/as made, and r u th le s s ly  p re s s e d , to  r u in  H o lie s  and 

W h ite lo ck e . The two M.P.S who had taken  p a r t  in  th e  Oxford

1 . H a r l . l6 6 ,  f .2 l 8 v .
2 . The a u th o r o f  M an ifest T ru th s  (E 3 4 5 ( l ) ,  4  J u ly  1646) ,  r e p ly in g  

to  th e  S c o ts  v e rs io n  o f  r e l a t i o n s  betw een th e  two kingdom s.
T ru th ’ s M a n ife s t E l179(5) s t a t e d  th a t  th e  M .P .s whom C ran fo rd  
had l i b e l l e d  ’ I  be leeve  re g a rd  no p ecu n ia ry  b e n e f i t ’ . He a ls o

a s s e r te d  t h a t  C ran fo rd ’ s a l le g a t io n s  m ight have ru in e d  th e  New 
Model A m #, by d i s c r e d i t in g  th o se  who had been  a c t iv e  in  c r e a t in g  i t ,
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n e g o t ia t io n s  in  November were accused , a s  has a lre a d y  been

m entioned , o f  su g g e s tin g  w hat answer th e  k in g  should  make to

P a r l ia m e n t;  th ey  were a ls o  accused  o f  d is t in g u is h in g  betw een

th e  'p a r t i e s '  in  p a r l ia m e n t, i d e n t i f y in g  th e  e a r l  o f  E s s e x 's  as

th e  f r i e n d s  o f  p e a c e , and th e  r i v a l  p a r ty  as opposed to  peace*

H o lie s  was f u r th e r  accu sed  o f  co rre sp o n d in g  w ith  th e  r o y a l i s t  
2

Lord D igby. John Gurdon produced th e  l e t t e r  o f  a c c u s a tio n  

from  Lord S a v i le ,  and acco rd in g  to h i s  ev idence  Vane was one 

o f  th e  th re e  men v/ho were inform ed o f  S a v ile  *s l e t t e r  b e fo re  i t  

was b rough t up in  th e  Commons; Lord Say, Vane and B a rn a rd is to n  

were t o ld  o f  th e  l e t t e r  -  w ere p e rh ap s  shown i t  -  and a d v ised  

Gurdon to  p ro ceed . Gurdon p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  th e  House v/ould be 

a t  th e  tim e in  a Grand Com mittee, when th e  l e t t e r  co u ld  n o t  be 

re c e iv e d , so Vane and B a rn a rd is to n  prom ised  to  c a l l  th e  Speaker 

to  th e  c h a i r T h e  ch a rg es  were a se v e re  o rd e a l  f o r  H o lie s  and 

V /hitelocke -  t h e i r  honour, fo r tu n e  and l i f e  were a t  s ta lce , as 

W hite locke  says -  and the  methods u sed  in  p ro se c u tin g  them shed 

a s i n i s t e r  l i g h t  on th e  p a r l ia m e n ta iy  t a c t i c s  o f  th e  In d ep e n d en ts . 

The a t ta c k  was d e l iv e re d  e n t i r e l y  w ith o u t w arn ing ; Gurdon had to ld  

none b u t Say and th e  two o th e r s  th e  i d e n t i t y  o f  th e  men he in ten d ed

to  a c c u s e ,^  and W hitelocke was n o t even in  th e  Hous e . .L is le  was

1 . The k in g , i n  h is  l e t t e r  to  Vane o f  F eb . 1646 , makes an o b liq u e  
re fe re n c e  to  t h i s  -  *I may no t say p a r ty * , he w r i t e s .  C larendon
3 ,P . 226-27.

2. W h ite lo ck e , i ,  457 , 466- 67 , 476J H o lie s ,  Memoirs, 212-15#
5 . W h ite lo ck e , o£ . c i t . The ÎS v e rs io n  i s  c le a r e r  about t i l l s .

L ilb u m e  a lso  made ch arg es a g a in s t  H o lie s  -  see e .g .  W h itta k e r , 
f .2 2 1 v .

4 .  W h ite lo ck e , i ,  469#
5 . W h itta k e r , f . 2 l 8 .  2 Ju ly *
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th e reu p o n  in s t r u c te d  to  summon W h ite lo ck e , who was a t  D e p tfo rd ,

to  th e  House, b u t L is le  s e n t  him a ’g rav e  g e n e ra l l  l e t t e r ’ . . , ,

in t im a t in g  n o t a word o f  th e  b u s in e s s ’ , w hich on ly  caused  W hitelocke

’amusement’ and gave him no id e a  o f  th e  s e r io u s  ch a rg es  t h a t  had

been made. But h is  f r i e n d s  d id ,  and W hitelocke r e a l i s e d  t h a t  th e

In d ep en d en ts  w ere ’e a r n e s t ly  la b o u rin g  to  be r i d  o f  u s  b o th , e i t h e r

by c u t t i n g  o f f  o u r  h e a d s , o r a t  l e a s t  by e x p e llin g  u s b o th  from
2

being  any more members o f  P a r l ia m e n t’ . F o r s e v e ra l  days he fo rb o re  to

t e l l  h i s  w ife , who had been  i l l ,  f o r  f e a r  o f  th e  a n x ie ty  i t  would

cause h e r .  The a t ta c k  co u ld  have succeeded  -  th e  House s a t  u n t i l
3

n in e  one n ig h t  d e b a tin g  th e  m a tte r  -  and H o lie s  s t a t e s  t h a t  in

t h e i r  a tte m p ts  to  r u in  him h is  enem ies came n e a r e s t  to  su c c e ss  in  
L

t h i s  a f f a i r .  P ro b ab ly  H o lie s  was th e  r e a l  t a r g e t  -  W hitelocke 

a s s e r t s  t h a t  f r ie n d s  o f  h i s  had found S t .  John  and ’o th e r  g r e a t  

men* o f  th e  Coinmons in v e s t ig a t in g  com m ittee n o t ’ so s h a rp ’ a g a in s t

W hitelocke  as a g a in s t  H o l ie s ,  whom th ey  were re so lv e d  to  r u in  i f

5 6 th ey  c o u ld .^  Vane was one o f  th e  com m ittee , and c e r t a in ly  one

o f  i t s  ’g r e a t  men’ . I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  n o te  t h a t  Samuel Browne

was chairm an o f  the  com m ittee ,^  and W hitelocke  thought he was f a r

from  im p a r t i a l .  He ’p re s s e d  m a tte r s  a g a in s t  us more th a n  a chairm an

1 . BM.Add.37, 343, f .3 9 5 #  2 J u ly ,  ’Amusement’ h e re  has th e  se v e n te e n th
c e n tu ry  meaning o f  a s to n ish m e n t, o r  mi sunders ta n d in g  d e l ib e r a te ly  
c a u se d . Note t h a t  th e  MS v e rs io n  o f  W hitelocke ’ s M em orials i s  
c o n s id e ra b ly  d i f f e r e n t  from  th e  p r in te d  one f o r  16451 See helow*

2 . % i te lo c k e ,  i ,  479 .
3 . I b i d . .  480.
4 . H o l ie s ,  Memoirs, 212.
5 . W h ite lo ck e , i ,  4 7 0 -7 1 .
6 . C J . iv ,  195.
7 . I b i d . . 213.
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1
was to  do*, w ro te  W hitelocke, and a month o r  so l a t e r ,  when 

W hitelocke was ta k in g  up h i s  l e g a l  c a re e r  a g a in  (d o u b tle s s  i t  

was s a f e r  th a n  p o l i t i c s ) ,  he s t a t e d :  *I am w i l l in g  to  b e l ie v e

th a t  Mr. Sam uell Browne was th e  more w i l l in g  to  show k in d n ess  to  

me, as b e in g  co n sc io u s th a t  he had b in  o v e r se v e re  a g a in s t  me in  

th e  b u isn e s  o f  the  Lord S a v ile * .

When th e  com m ittee was s e t  up , c a re  v/as ta k e n , s a id  W hite locke , 

" th a t  as  many o f  ou r f r i e n d s  as we cou ld  g e t  i n ,  shou ld  be o f  i t ,  

and Mr, E ls in g ,  th e  C larke  o f  th e  P a r l ia m e n t , ny k in d  f r i e n d  and a 

f r i e n d  to  th e  e a r l  o f  E ssex h i s  p a r ty ,  tooke o r d e r ,  abou t the  names 

o f  those  t h a t  were f r i e n d s  o f us to  bee o f t h i s  com m ittee t h a t  so

3much concerned  u s* . I t  w ould be i n t e r e s t i n g  to  know w hat E ls in g  

d id  -  d id  he become c o n v e n ie n tly  d e a f  when c e r t a i n  names were c a l le d ?  

Even so , W hitelocke was aware t h a t  he must make s tre n u o u s  e f f o r t s  

to  r e p e l  th e  a t t a c k .  ’A lthough i t  j 2 0  J u l ^  was th e  L ord’s day , 

y e t t  mercy and s e l f - p r e s e r v a t io n  r e q u ir in g  i t ,  I  lab o u red  to  ingage 

ny f r i e n d s  to  be i n  th e  house e a r ly  th e  n e x t morning*.^ Lambert 

O sb a ld es to n , ’who had been sc h o o l-m a s te r  a t t  W estm inster C o lled g e , 

and was much a c q u a in te d  w ith  a l l  g randees i n  h i s  tim e , went t h i s  day 

and e v e iy  day to  th e  S o l l i c i t e r  S t .  Jo h n , and m ost o f th e  g re a t  men

1 . ^W hitelocke, i ,  4-66.
2 . BM.Add. 37 , 344, f . 1 .
3 . BM.Add. 37 , 343 f .3 9 8 .  There i s  much ev idence  th a t  com m ittees were

f a r  from  im p a r t i a l ,  and t h a t  i t  was im p o rta n t to  have f r i e n d s  on
th o se  w ith  which one was concerned . See n o te  a t  end o f  c h a p te r .

4 . I b i d . ,  f .4 0 6 .
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a d v e rs a r ie s  to  Mr. H o lie s  and m e ', W hitelocke t e l l s  u s ,  ' t o
A

tak e  them o f f  from  t h e i r  se v e re  p ro se c u tio n  o f  u s* . Vane was

an alumnus o f  W estm inster s c h o o l, and would c e r t a in ly  be among
2

th o se  whom O sb ald esto n  v i s i t e d .  O sbaldeston  d id  more than  t h i s  -  

W hitelocke seems to  have had charm , as w e l l  a s  an i n s t i n c t  f o r  

s u r v iv a l ,  and h i s  f r i e n d s  w ere mary and lo y a l  -  f o r  when M .P .s came 

o u t o f  th e  house d u rin g  th e s e  d e b a te s  *Mr. O sb a ld es to n , and some 

o th e r s  o f  o u r f r i e n d s ,  were a t te n d in g  th e  do o re  o f  the  h o u se , and 

n e e r  th e r e  ab o u ts  to  s o l l i c i t e  th e  members o u r  f r ie n d s  to  r e tu m e  

to  th e  h o u se ,* . By t h i s  means ’even th e  g a l l a n t s  who u sed , w hatever 

b u isn e s  was i n  a g i t a t i o n ,  to  goe f o r t h  to  d in n e r  and some o th e r  o f  

t h e i r  re f re s h m e n ts , y e t t  th ey  a tte n d e d  c o n s ta n t ly  a l l  th e  tim e t h a t  

t h i s  b u isn es  was in  d e b a te , and would n o t s t i r r e  from  i t ’ .^  W hitelocke*s 

e x e r t io n s  w ere s u c c e s s fu l  -  th e  charge  o f  t r e a s o n a b le  œ rre sp o n d e n c e  

was r e j e c te d  by th e  House, though  on ly  a f t e r  p r o t r a c te d  d e b a te s ,  one 

o f  which l a s t e d  fo u r  o r  f i v e  h o u r s .^  W hite locke  s t a t e s  t h a t  h is  

enem ies w anted  th e  o th e r  c h a rg e , concern ing  th e  d r a f t  re p ly  w hich he 

and H o lie s  had composed f o r  th e  k in g  a t  O xford , postponed  u n t i l  a tim e 

when th e  House was more l i k e l y  to  v o te  a g a in s t  th e  two accused  men,

1 . I b id . . f .4 0 1 .
2 . We know t h a t  Vane v i s i t e d  th e  sc h o o l, and t h a t  O sbaldeston  had 

in f lu e n c e  upon him, f o r  V ane’s c o n s id e ra b le  f i n a n c i a l  and o th e r  
h e lp  to  th e  s c h o la r  Henry Stubbe was g iv e n  as a r e s u l t  o f  an 
a p p ea l by th e  headm aster when Vane was v i s i t i n g  the  s c h o o l.
Wood, A thenae O xon ienses. i i i ,  1068; S tu b b e , Legends no H is to r ie s ,  
London, 1670, p re fa c e .

3 . BM.Add.37, 343, f .4 0 6 v . F o r Hugh P e t e r ’ s s im i la r  s ta n d in g  a t  a door 
to  s o l i c i t  v o te s  in  a Common C ouncil m ee tin g , see  P e a r l ,  London, 2él

4 .  H a r l . l é é ,  f f .2 4 1 ,  243v .
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1
b u t th e  manoeuvre was f o i l e d .  T h is  charge  however was brough t

2
up a g a in  and used  a g a in s t  H o lie s  i n  th e  1647 c r i s i s .

D o u b tle ss  as a c o u n te r - a t t a c k ,  i t  was moved t h a t  C ra n fo rd ’ s

a l l e g a t io n s  should  be f i n a l l y  d e a lt  w ith  on th e  same day th a t  th e

House was to  p roceed  to  judgem ent on S a v ile * s  c h a rg e s .^  I t  was a

n ea t r ip o s t e  -  S t .  John , Vane and th e  o th e r  M.P.S named by Cranford were

accu sed  o f  n e g o tia t in g  w ith  th e  k in g  a t  O xford, and so was H o lie s .

P robably  a l l  were g u i l t y .  H o lie s  a s s e r t s  th a t  he had seen  l e t t e r s

from  S a v ile  to p e rso n s  a t  O xford, w ith  ’maiy p ro p o s i t io n s  made in  th e

name o f  th a t  [ t h e  IndependentJ p a r ty ’ . He names W h ite lo ck e , E ssex

and o th e r s ,  in c lu d in g  S i r  C h r is to p h e r  Wray, as p e rso n s  who had a lso
4

seen  th e  l e t t e r s .  The P re ss  as u s u a l  was d i s c r e e t ,  and h a rd ly  

m entioned  th e  S a v ile  a f f a i r .  A D ia ry  o r  an e x a c t lo u m a l  f ra n k ly
5

d e c la r e d ;  ’ I  d a re  n o t wade in to  th e s e  d e e p e s’ . The S c o t t i s h  Dove 

made i t s  ^ in p a th ie s  c l e a r  when i t  w ro te  i n  th e  week when th e  S a v ile  ch arg es

were b ro u g h t:  ’an e v i l l  s p i r i t  i s  ra y s e d , and good men a re  accu sed ’ . ^

In  s p i t e  o f th e  S a v ile  a f f a i r .  Vane co n tin u ed  to  be on f r ie n d ly  term s 

w ith  W h ite lo c k e . In  November 1645, when th e  e a r l  o f  Pembroke moved a t  a 

p a r l ia m e n ta ry  com m ittee t h a t  W hite locke  shou ld  be th e  stew ard  o f  

W estm inster s c h o o l . Vane su p p o rted  t h i s , ^  and in  1646 Vane was a d v is in g
o

w ith  W hite locke  abou t th e  a f f a i r s  o f  Lord W illoughby, a m utual f r ie n d *

1 . W hite locke , i ,  480 .
2 . I b id . . i i ,  174 .
3 . C J .iv ,  212. T here was a long  d eb a te  about w hich s e t  o f  a c c u sa tio n s

should  f i r s t  be d is c u s se d  in  th e  House. H a r l . l6 6 ,  f .240#
4 . H o lie s , 0£ .  c i t .
5 . E 292( 4 ) .
6 . E 292( 5 ) .  27 Ju n e -4  Ju 4 7 .
7 . BM.Aad.37, 344 , f .2 8 .  25 N ov.1645.
8 . I b i d . .  f .1 1 0 .  9 S e p t.
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M eanwhile, i n  th e  sp r in g  o f  1645, Vone was n o ted  by more th an  

one o b se rv e r  to  have tak en  up a v e iy  h o s t i l e  a t t i t u d e  to  th e  S c o ts , 

w ith  whom H o lie s  and h is  group were now w ork ing , so th a t  on y e t  one 

more is s u e  Vane and H o lie s  were opponen ts . In  P eb ru a iy  A u licu s  

c la im ed  to  have in te r c e p te d  a l e t t e r  from an M .P ., *Mr. ly n e * ,
A

c le a r ly  John  Pyne, th e  member f o r  P o o le . Pyne had en c lo sed  a 

n o te  in  which he t o ld  h is  c o rre sp o n d e n t:  ’The S c o ts  Com missioners 

have withdrav/n t h e i r  in tim a te n e s s  w ith  th o se  o f  th e  Committee o f  

B oth Kingdoms, v i z .  S i r  Heniy Vane, s e n . ,S i r  Henry Vane, j u n . ,

Mr. S o l i c i t o r ,  Mr. P ie ip o in t ,  L ie u t .  G enera l Crom well, S i r  W illiam  

W alle r , S i r  A rth u r H a s le r ig g , M r. Crewe, Mr. W allop , and have 

jo in e d  them se lves i n  a seeming co n sp iracy  and com pliance w ith  S i r  

P h i l i p  S ta p le to n  and h is  a s s o c ia t e s ;  v i z .  H o lie s ,  th e  R eco rd e r, 

C lo tw o rth y , R eyno lds, W hite locke , Maynard and th e  L o rds: what

i s  th e  d e s ig n , i s  n o t y e t  d is c e rn e d * . P y n e  c o n tin u e d : ’T is  h o p e , 

th a t  * t i s  on ly  done to  advance th e  p r e s b y t e r i a l l  government w ith  

u s . . .T h i s  i s  a g r e a t  s e c r e t ,  a s  y e t  known to  some few; i t  i s  

re p o r te d  t h a t  th e y  have some p r iv a te  m ee tin g s v /ith  th o se  m a lig n an t 

c r e a tu r e s ,  when t h i s  i s  p e ru s e d , burn i t ’ . A u licus c h a lle n g e d  

Pyne to  r e p u d ia te  th e  l e t t e r ,  vh ich  was n o t done ; one can th e re fo re

presum ably  a c c e p t i t s  a u th e n t i c i t y .  Sabran  re p o r te d  in  A p r i l  an

o u tb u rs t  by Vane i n  the  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms; th e  S co ts

1 . F o r Pyne see  K eelejr, 319»
2 . S 272( 13) ,  23 r e 0 .-2  Mar. 1645 . Presum ably th e  ’m alig n an t 

c r e a tu r e s ’ were H o lie s  and h i s  c i r c l e .
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Com m issioners had p r o te s te d  a t  th e  opening  o f  t h e i r  l e t t e r s  

by an ag en t o f  th e  Com mittee, and acco rd in g  to  S abran : *le jeu n e  

Vayne a d i t  q u ’i l s  a v o ie n t m édiocrem ent c o n tr ib u e z  a l a  g u e r re ,  

a t  au s e rv ic e  du p a rle m e n t, m ais a v o ie n t t i r e z  beaucoup de l ’ a rg e n t ,
A

e t  euz so in g  de b ie n  a ssu re z  l e u r s  a f f a i r s ’ . The a b le  S c o ts  

p a m p h le tee r, D avid  Buchanan, w r i t in g  in  Ja n u a ry  I 646 , had h is  own 

e x p la n a tio n  o f  w hat had happened. Some o f  th e  E n g lish , he a s s e r te d ,  

’ se e in g  t h a t  by th e  h e lp  o f  th e  S c o t s . . . t h e y  began to  s ta n d  upon 

t h e i r  own l e g s ,  they  f e e l  th e  p u lse  o f th e  S c o ts  to  t r y  i f  th ey  

were p l i a b l e  to  t h e i r  p h a n ta s ie s  and o p in io n s , and p e rc e iv in g  th e  

S co ts  c o n s ta n t  to  t h e i r  p r in c ip le s  and f irm  un to  t h e i r  C ovenant, 

beg in  to  c a re  l e s s  f o r  th o se  who had r a i s e d  them from  th e  d u s t ;  

y e a , th e y  b e g in  to  oppose t h e  S c o ts ’ . Buchanan went on : ’Then,

in  th e  C o u n c il o f  S ta te  | [ i . e .  th e  Committee o f  Both K ingdom ^ 

th e  S co ts have a long time been c ro sse d  i n  a h ig h  m easure , by 

tijo se  who were a g a in s t  t h e i r  incom ing; and th e r e a f t e r  have s t i l l  

been opposed by th e se  men, and t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  who a re  adverse  

to  th e  s e t t l i n g  o f the Church . The S c o ts , w ith  g r ie f  o f  m in d .. .  

see  th o se  whom th ey  a t  f i r s t  conceived  c e r t a i n l y  to  be r i g h t  and 

round in  t h i s  b u s in e s s ,  to have c o rn e rs  and  byw ayes’ . In  th e  

same pam phlet th e re  i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  r e fe re n c e  to  Vané’s p a r t  in  

o b ta in in g  the  Rhode I s la n d  C h a r te r ,  Buchanan v /ro te : ’Then a

g re a t  s t i c k l e r  o f  th e  In d ep en d en ts  moves th e  Houses o f  P a r lia m e n t

1 . BM.Add.5, 461 , f . 1 76 . 20 A p r i l  l6 4 5 .
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f o r  those  o f h i s  holy S o c ie ty , F r a te r n i ty ,  and a d h e ren ts , to

have l ib e r ty  o f  conscience in  th e  tran sm arin  p la n ta t io n s ,  th in k in g

by th ese  means to  make a s te p  f o r  the  same l ib e r ty  a t  home* . I t

was alm ost c e r ta in ly  Vane too whom he had in  mind in  ano ther

passag e , ’The Scots j i t  was a rg u e^m u st be se n t back in  a l l

h a s te . .  .and  t h i s  went on so f a r  by th e  a r t i f i c e  o f  th e  Independents

th a t  i t  was moved in  p u b lic  by a g re a t  s t i c k l e r  o f th a t  F a c tio n ,
1

and a v e n te r  o f  t h e i r  p l o t s ’ .

I t  i s  f a i r  to conclude th at Vane had become one o f  the lea d in g

c r i t i c s  o f  the S c o ts , but h is  m otives are n ot c le a r .  He may

gen u in ely  have f e l t  th a t th e  S co ts  had n ot done enough, and probably

r e l ig io u s  disagreem ent p lay ed  a p a r t .  He e v id e n tly  a lso  d is l ik e d

th e  S c o ts ’ p o lic y  o f  su p p o rtin g  n e g o tia t io n  w ith  th e  k ing  -  t h i s

i s  in d ic a te d  in  h i s  own l e t t e r  o f 23 Septem ber to  h is  f a th e r .

’I  h ear th e  b u sin ess  o f peace i s  l i k e  to  be p re s se d  veiy  hard  by
2

our b re th re n ’ , he w ro te , and though the  words a re  c a re fu l ly  

non-commital they  a re  no t those  o f a man who was h im self hoping 

f o r  peace. I f  N orthum berland’ s l e t t e r  to  th e  e ld e r  Vane, which 

he sen t on th e  p rev ious day, i s  any guide to  o p in io n  in  the  Vane

c i r c l e ,  i t  was f e l t  th e re  a t  t h a t  tim e th a t  th e  Scots g a rr iso n s

in  the Northern towns should be removed, and the S cots  arny brought

1 . David Buchanan, An ex p la n a tio n  o f  some t r u t h s . . .  E314(13)« 3 
J a n . 1646. For Vane’s connec tion  w ith  th e  p o lic y  o f  sending 
th e  Sco ts back see no te  6 , p . 123. Buchanan had w r i t te n  T ru th ’s 
M anifest (se e  no te  2 p . 114 above) El 179 (5 ), and H is to ire  des 
d e rn ie rs  t ro u b le s  (E 547), bo th  o f  which a re  in te r e s t in g  on 
t h i s  p e r io d . He had to f l e e  the  coun try  to avoid  a r r e s t  by 
p a rliam en t on account o f  h i s  pam phlets. (BM.AddjO, 114, f .1 2 v .)
He i s  n o tic e d  in  PNB, and B a i l l ie  ( i i ,  179, 197).

2 . CSHD.1645-47. 155, D’Ewes no ted  th a t  th e  Commons ignored  the  S c o ts ’ 
re q u e s t f o r  peace p ro p o s itio n s  to  be se n t to  the  k ing  h im se lf in  June
1645. H a r l .166, f .2 2 1 v .
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down so u th  in to  England."* (Of cou rse  t h i s  would e f f e c tu a l ly  p u t

an end to  S co ts  n e g o tia t io n s  f o r  p e a c e ) . Vane had re p o r te d  in

May 1643; and ag a in  in  Septem ber, on the  m easures n e c e ssa ry  to
2a s s i s t  th e  S co ts  in  t h e i r  m arch so u th . When soon a f t e r  t h i s  

the  co m p la in ts  o f  th e  S co ts about th e  non-paym ent o f  t h e i r  am y  

and th e  f a i l u r e  to  e s t a b l i s h  p r e s ’c y te r ia n ism  in  England were d isc u sse d  

in  th e  Commons, i t  was Vane v/ho put fo rw ard  th e  p ro p o s i t io n s  th a t  

were ad o p ted , th a t  P a rlia m e n t would send  £2000 and 200 b a r r e l s  

o f  gunpowder to  meet th e  S c o ts  a t  Newark, w hich P a rlia m e n t fo rc e s  

were b e s ie g in g , p ro v id ed  th e  S co ts were th e re  by 1 November.^

When th e  Commons i n s i s t e d  on th e  r e tu r n  o f  th e  E n g lish  towns 

g a rr iso n e d  by th e  S co ts  Vane was named f i r s t  on  th e  com m ittee 

to  p re p a re  a l e t t e r  t o  th e  S c o ts  on t h i s  s u b je c t ,^  though Goodwyn 

a c tu a l ly  p re s e n te d  the  d r a f t  to  the H o u s e . W h e n  a d iv is io n  took 

p la c e  a few months l a t e r  on f ix in g  a d a te  f o r  the  w ith d raw a l o f  

th e  S co ts  from  th e  towns in  E ngland, Vane and P ie r re p o n t were 

th e  t e l l e r s  f o r  the m otion , w h ile  S ta p le to n  and H o lie s , vho w anted
6

no d e f i n i t e  d a te  f ix e d ,  w ere t e l l e r s  f o r  th e  o p p o s it io n , and l o s t .

That th e  S co ts  view ed Vane’s group as  t h e i r  le a d in g  opponents 

i s  in d ic a te d  by th e  l e t t e r  from  C h e is ly , s e c re ta ry  to  th e  S co ts 

com m issioners i n  London, w hich ha.d been talc en frcm  him as he was 

on h is  way to  S co tland  in  îvlay 1646 . The l e t t e r  was re a d  in  th e  

Commons, and H a rrin g to n  re c o rd e d : ’Mr. S o l l i c i t e r  j ^ t .  Johri] ,

1.  C S P D . 1 6 4 3 - 4 7 , 103.
2 . H a r l .166 , f f .2 1 4 v . ,  239v.
3 . CSPD. 1643- 4 7 . 179-181; g [ . i v ,  298 . 6 O ct.
4 . ^ . i v ,  340 . 12 Nov*
3 . I b id *
6 , I b id .
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Blown, S i r  H. Vane i u n io r ,  Mr. M a rtin , Mr. White sham efu lly

traduced**  In  August 1646 th e  S co ts  made su g g e s tio n s  f o r

im proving r e l a t i o n s  between th e  two c o u n tr ie s  -  they  in c lu d e d

m easures f o r  r e s t r i c t i n g  th e  p r e s s ,  and f o r  th e  payment o f  th e

money due to  them. The S co ts  p ro p o sa ls  w ere g e n e ra lly  approved

by th e  Commons, though Vane ’ suspected*  them, b u t d is c u s s io n  was

p ostponed  f o r  two d a y s . In  th e  m eanwhile th e  Lords d is c u s se d  th e

p ro p o s a ls ,  and fram ed an o rd in an ce  based  on them, w hich they  se n t to

th e  Commons, o b v io u sly  hoping th a t  b e t t e r  r e l a t io n s  betw een th e  two

c o u n tr ie s  co u ld  be q u ic k ly  e s ta b l is h e d .  Vane, w hether because he

o b je c te d  to th e  Scots* p la n s ,  o r  to th e  Lords* in te r f e r e n c e ,  o r

p ro b a b ly , to  b o th , opposed th e  Lords * o rd in a n c e ; H a rrin g to n  w ro te :

’Some o b ie c t  i t  i s  a g a in s t  our p r iv i l e g e  th a t  th e  Lords should  o f f e r

u s an o rd in an ce  i n ,  a f t e r  our moving f o r  i t .  S i r  H. Vane th a t  ou r
2

members e r re d  in  r e c e iv in g  i t * . (T here  i s  much o th e r  ev idence o f

a cu te  f r i c t i o n  between th e  tvo Houses i n  1646 , though n o th in g  e ls e
3

co n n ec ts  Vane w ith  i t  s p e c i f i c a l l y ) .

T here  a re  i n  1643 a g a in  in d ic a t io n s  th a t  Vane had co n n ec tio n s

w ith  th e  C ity . A ccording to  A g o s tin i th e  ’war p a r t y ’ i n  December

1644 w ere having a p e t i t i o n  p rep a red  by some o f  th e  most ’s e d i t io u s  

s p i r i t s  ’ o f  London, to  p re s e n t  to  p a r l ia m e n t, to  p u t  away th e  

* charms o f peace* and c o n s id e r  p re p a ra t io n s  f o r  w ar. They m ight

1 . BM.Add. 10, 114, f .1 3 ,  8 May I 646 .
2 . I b i d * . f . 1 7 . 14 A ug.1646 .
3 . EM.Add.10, 114, p ass im .
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a lso  add, A g o s tin i th o u g h t, a demand f o r  th e  S co ts  to  advance,

* which i s  d e s i r e d  by th e  same p a r ty * . T his was e x a c tly  Vane’ s

p o lic y  in  1645. Sabran in  March thought he saw evidence o f

c o llu s io n  between some in  th e  C ity  and one o f th e  p a rlia m e n ta ry

g ro ups. *La chambre des Communes*, he w ro te , * c ’e s t  ad v isee

d ’une ru se  b ie n  s u b t i l e . . *et a demande a u d it  M aire e t  V i l le  de

Londres, un emprunt de c en t m il le  Jacobus, p ou r e t r e  reco u v ert

su r  l e s  douanes e t  a s s i s e s  [e x c is e j  , la q u e l le  en a accorde

q u a tre  v in g t m il ,  a c o n d itio n  que to u s l e s  c h e fs  e t  o f f i c i e r s ,

demandez p a r  l e d i t  F e rfa x , e t  accordez p a r  l a d i t  chambre des

Communes, s o i e n t ,  l e s  se u ls  a d m is .. .d o n t  vous jugez  l e  f o r t e
2

in te l l ig e n c e  avec l a d i t  cham bre’ . This lo an  was the one t h a t  

Vane had asked f o r  when he spoke to  t h e  Common C ouncil a f t e r  th e  

Uxbridge n e g o t ia t io n s .  There i s  no in d ic a t io n  i n  th e  Commons 

J o u rn a ls  o r  i n  th o se  o f  th e  Common C ouncil o f  the  C ity^ th a t  th e  

C ity  had in  f a c t  made th e  s t i p u la t io n  th a t  Sabran speaks o f ,  though 

th e re  c e r t a in ly  was a c o n f l i c t  w ith  th e  lo r d s ,  v/ho d id  n o t w ish  

to  accep t a l l  F i r f a x ’ s l i s t  o f  o f f i c e r s  f o r  th e  New M odel.^

One o f  th e  Venes -  u n fo r tu n a te ly  th e  J o u rn a ls  do no t say

which -  was on a comm ittee to  p re p a re  rea so n s  why the  Commons

1 . CSPV.1643-4-7, l 60, 9 Dec.1 644. The J o u rn a l  o f  th e  Common 
C ouncil o f  london rec o rd s  th e  p re s e n ta t io n  o f  a p e t i t i o n  f o r  
th e  f o r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  W indsor C a s tle  and o th e r  p la c e s ,  b u t does 
n o t m ention the  S c o ts . J,C .C ,L ondon, 40> f .1 1 7 .

2 . avi.Add. 5; 461, f . 138. The £80,000 loan  was agreed  to .  S harpe , 
^ n d o n  and th e  Kingdom, i i ,  214. For an i n t e r e s t i n g  re fe re n c e  
to  c i t i z e n s  m eeting M.P.S to  d is c u s s  th e  e x c is e ,  see BM.Add.37, 
344, f .1 9 .  (Not in  the p r in te d  W hiteloeke M em orials) . W hiteloeke 
does n o t name th e  M .P .sJn  June  th e re  was a rumour o f  a p lo t  to  
m urder some M .P .s and ’th o se  who was t h e i r  c h ie f  men in  th e  
C i t i e ’ . S 339( 16) .

3 . JOC.London, 40, f . l 23v .
77, 81, 63. As u s u a l  th e  Lords gave way.
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1
were ad h erin g  to  F a i r f a x ’ s l i s t ,  and Browne, H e s i l r ig e ,  G-lyn

and S i r  P e te r  Wentworth managed a c o n fe ren ce  w ith  th e  Lords on 
2

th e  s u b je c t ,  so t h a t  i t  i s  sut‘f i c i e n t l y  c le a r  w hich group was 

su p p o rtin g  F a ir fa x . I t  was Vane and Cromwell who were t e l l e r s  

f o r  th e  m otion th a t  F a i r f a x  should  be commander - i n - c h i e f  o f  th e  

New Model, when H o lie s  and S ta p le to n  w ere t e l l e r s  a g a in s t ,  in  

J a n u a ry ,^  and a l to g e th e r  i t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  i f  S ab ran ’ s s to ry  

i s  t r u e .  Vane was concerned  in  the  m anoeuvre. The Commons’ 

d e c is io n  to  ho ld  th e  4  March conference  w ith  th e  Common C ouncil 

and n o t a Common H a l l ,  was m ain ta ined  in  s p i te  o f s tro n g  o p p o s itio n  

from th e  L ords, and Vane managed a co n fe ren ce  w ith  th e  Upper 

House on t h i s  s u b je c t .^  There had been a n o th e r  o rd in an ce  in  

December 1644 o rd e r in g  th e  Lord Mayor and alderm en to  secu re  the  

e le c t io n  o f  ’w e l l- a iT e c te d ’ pe rso n s to  th e  Common Council,"^ and 

i t  lo o k s a s  though Vane and h is  group c o u ld  re ]y  on th e  Common 

C ouncil f a r  more th a n  th ey  could  do on a Common H a ll .  That t h i s  

was so f in d s  co rfo b o f& tio n  in  th e  appearance o f th a t  in v e te r a te  

p e t i t i o n e r ,  Alderman Fowke, in  June 1645 w ith  a p e t i t i o n  from th e  

Common C ouncil re q u e s tin g  t h a t  F a ir fa x  shou ld  be f re e d  from  th e  

c o n tro l  e x e rc is e d  by th e  Committee o f  B oth Kingdoms, and th a t  Cromwell 

shou ld  command F a i r f a x ’s c a v a lry .^  T h is in s t r u c t iv e  c o n tr a s t  

to  th e  e a r l i e r  a t t i tu d e  o f  Vane’s group to  the  a u th o r i ty  to  be

e x e rc is e d  by th a t  Committee over th e  e a r l  o f  Essex i s  one in d ic a t io n

Tl I b i d . ,  77.
2 . I b i d . . 81.
3 . I b i d . , 26. 21 Ja n .l6 4 5 e
4 . Ib iS . , 68. 4 Mar.
5 . g L . i i i ,  729. 19 D ec .1644 .
6 . H a r l .166, f . 2 l 6 .  4  Ju n e .
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t h a t  th e  Independen ts had l o s t  c o n tro l  o f  th e  Com m ittee. I t  i s

n o t ic e a b le  t h a t  a f t e r  March 1645 Vane was no t se n t to  th e  C ity

when p a rlia m e n t had to make c o n ta c t  w ith  i t s  le a d e r s ;  f o r  example

when th e  C ity  was inf*om ed o f  p a r l ia m e n t’ s p la n  to c a p tu re  Oxford

in  May, nor when th e  C ity  v/as asked  to  advance a m onth’s pay
2

f o r  th e  Sco ts in  Ju n e . In  A p r i l  and May i t  i s  t  rue  th a t  Vane 

was away from th e  Committee o f  B oth  Kingdoms f o r  te n  days,^  which 

was unusua l f o r  him , and may mean t h a t  he was i l l ,  b u t th e re  i s  

no obvious rea so n  fo r  h is  om ission  from  th e  June com m ittee, 

ex cep t h is  c o n tin u in g  p re -o c c u p a tio n  w ith  o th e r  a f f a i r s  o f  s t a t e .

Some o f. th e se  w i l l  now be in d ic a te d .  He co n tin u ed  to  be 

employed wnenever im p o rtan t documents were to  be d r a f te d .  The 

Commons had much need in  1645 o f  l e t t e r s  o f thanks to  su c c e ss fu l 

g e n e ra ls  and o f  o th e r  documents connected  w ith  P a r l ia m e n t’s 

v i c t o r i e s  in  th e  f i e l d ,  o r  w ith  th e  s e ttle m e n t o f  th e  co u n try , 

and Vane was o f te n  employed. In  March h e , P ie r re p o n t  and V ihitelocke 

d r a f te d  a c le a r  and se n s ib le  d e c la r a t io n  to  some m utinous s o l d i e r s ,^  

and w ith  H o lie s  and Clynne he drew up a l e t t e r  to  P a r l ia m e n t’s 

com m issioners in  S c o tla n d  about th e  speedy march o f  th e  Scots
3

arny  southw ards. When h is  f a t h e r  and th e  o th e r  r e p re s e n ta t iv e s

w ere se n t to  S c o tla n d  in  J u ly  Vane was on the  la rg e  committee to

U i v , " l4 7 .
2 . I b i d . . 173.
3 . CSPD.1644-45, 375 seg.H e was p e rh ap s ab sen t from 29 Mar. to

13 May, and a f t e r  15 May to  27 May, The c le rk  does n o t always
in d ic a te  w hether he was reco rd in g  th e  a tten d an ce  o f  S i r  Henry 
Vane se n io r  o r  h i s  son ,

4 . C ^ .iv , 69 . 5 i ^ r .
5 . I b id .  .1 67. 7 Ju n e .
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1
p re p a re  th e  envoys* in s t r u c t io n s .  He in te r r u p te d  a debate

on 23 J u ly  to  t e l l  th e  House th e  good nev/s o f  th e  f a l l  o f  
2

B rid g ew ate r, and w ith  Reynolds was in s t r u c te d  to  w r i te  th e  

l e t t e r  o f  c o n g ra tu la t io n  to F a i r f a x .^  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  however 

t h a t  when the  Committee o f  th e  Army, whose lea d in g  s p i r i t  was 

R obert Scawen, p roposed  th a t  m a r t ia l  law should  be e n fo rc ed  i n  

a l l  c o u n tie s ,  a p p a re n tly  even on c i v i l i a n s ,  i t  was Vane who w ith  

W hitelocke and o th e r s ,  secu red  r e j e c t io n  o f  th e  p la n , ’shewing*, 

D’Ewes reco u n ts  j ’ t h a t  the  c o u n tie s  o f  England would be b rough t 

to  an in to le r a b le  bondage’ . Though Vane m ight fram e m essages 

o f  c o n g ra tu la t io n  to  th e  g e n e ra ls ,  he was a l e r t  to  th e  danger 

o f  E nglishm en’s l i v e s  ’depending on th e  w i l l  o f  a feW men*  ̂ as 

D’Ewes p u t i t  A

I t  seems l i k e l y  th a t  as a lre a d y  n o ted , about th e  summer o f 1643 

Vane and S t .  Jo h n ’s group l o s t  th e  c o n tro l  over th e  Committee o f  

Both Kingdoms, w hich they  had so c a r e f u l ly  p lan n ed  to  o b ta in  when 

th e  Committee was e s ta b l is h e d .  A ccording to  H o lie s  t h i s  le d  th e  

Independen ts to  b o y c o tt th e  Com mittee. * Now th e  t id e  was tu rn e d : 

they  [the C om m itted had no th ing  to  d o ...T h e y  o f  th e  Committee, who 

were o f  th a t  [ th e  Independen-Q f a c t io n ,  seldom o r  n ever came to i t ;  

so th a t  th e  Com m issioners o f S c o tla n d , and th e  o th e r  members o f i t ,  

d id  come and a t te n d  th re e  o r  fo u r  days one a f t e r  a n o th e r , sometimes

o f t e n e r ,  to  no p u rp o se , and no Cbmmittee cou ld  s i t  f o r  want o f  a
U  I b i d . ,  199 >
2 . W h ittak e r , f . 2 2 2 .
3 . i v ,  220. 6 J u ly ,
4 . H a r l .166 , f .2 0 7 v .
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number: nay , th ey  p re v a i le d  so f a r ,  as now to  v i l i f i e  and show t h e i r

n e g le c t  o r  je a lo u s ie  o f  th e  S c o t t i s h  C om m issioners. They would

som etim es g e t b u s in e ss  r e f e r r e d  to  th e  Members o f  Both Houses t h a t

were o f  th a t  Committee, w ith  t h e i r  f th e  Scot J  ex c lu sio n #

U n fo rtu n a te ly  on ly  th re e  o f  th e  l e t t e r s  co p ied  in to  th e  L e tte r-b o o k

o f  th e  Committee f o r  1646-47 have s ig n a tu re s  appended; from th e s e
 ̂ 2

i t  looks as i f  H o lie s* s  group p redom inated  in  O ctober 1646*

H o lie s* s  a l l e g a t io n  re c e iv e s  c o n firm a tio n  a ls o  from  th e  re q u e s t 

o f  Alderman Fowke and h i s  f e l lo w - p e t i t io n e r s ,  a lre a d y  n o ted , th a t  

th e  Committee sho u ld  n o t c o n tro l  F a i r f a x ,  and from  an in c id e n t  i n  

Ju n e  1645 in  w hich t h a t  ’f i e r y  s p i r i t * .  P e re g r in e  Pelham , was th e  

c e n t r a l  f ig u r e .  Pelham was accused  o f  d e c la r in g  ’i n  some speeches 

spoken by him t h a t  wee cou ld  n o t p ro sp e r  soe long  a s  wee t r u s te d  

th e s e  d is o b lig e d  p e rso n s  i n  th e  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms, and 

t h a t  hee had named th e  e a r le  o f  E ssex , th e  e a r  l e  o f  M anchester, 

th e  e a r le  o f  Vfarw icke and S i r  P h i l ip  S ta p le to n .*  Pelham was s e n t  

f o r  o u t o f  th e  Abbey, though he was ta k in g  p a r t  i n  a f a s t  k ep t by 

d iv in e s  o f  th e  Assembly f o r  th e  good su ccess  o f  S i r  Thomas F a i r f a x ’s

a m y . He in genuously  co n fessed  in  th e  House t h a t  ’he had named
1 . H o lie s , M em oirs, 221. H o lie s  i s  as u su a l vague about d a te s .
2 . The l e t t e r  o f  25 O ct. was signed  by th e  e a r l s  o f  N orthum berland

and M anchester, Lord Vfharton, H o lie s , P ie r re p o n t ,  L i s le ,  Lewes, 
R obert Goodwin, S i r  John  Ten^le and S ta p le to n . W harton and 
L is le  were members o f  th e  Independent g roup , P ie r re p o n t  a 
r e s p e c te d  n e u t r a l ,  N orthum berland a ’ trim m er’ , Goodwin, p robab ly  an 
In d ep en d en t, bu t n o t  a s tro n g  c h a r a c te r .  Four o f  th e  o th e r s  were 
s u p p o r te rs  o f  H o lie s  a t  t h i s  tim e . A nother l e t t e r  in  O ctober
h as th e  s ig n a tu re s  o f  îvîanchester and Lauderdale n o te d , a t h i r d ,
in  December, th o se  o f  Lauderdale and V'arwiok, S .P .2 1 /2 3  p p .107,
108 . I f  H o lie s  i s  r i g h t ,  th e  absence o f  the Com m ittee’ s rec o rd s  
f o r  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  1645 and fo r  1646 would be exp la ined#
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th e  e a r le  o f M anchester and S i r  P h i l ip  S ta p le to n , bu t d id  n o t remember
■\

t h a t  hee had named th e  e a r  l e s  o f  E ssex  and uarv ;ick’ .

P erhaps th e  most im p o rtan t o f  Vane’ s a c t i v i t i e s  i n  1646 was h is

p a r t  in  th e  n e g o tia t io n s  w ith  th e  k ing  f o r  p eace . C h a rle s  w ro te  to

Vane in  March p o in tin g  th e  advantages o f  an agreem ent betw een th e  two

s id e s .  There ap p ears  to  be no f u l l  accoun t o f what le d  up to  t h i s

developm ent, and i t  i s  n ecessa ry  to look  in  some d e t a i l  a t  th e  peace

n e g o tia t io n s  a f t e r  N aseby. As N ich o la s  endorsed  th e  c o p ie s  o f  the

l e t t e r s  to  Vane in  th e  C larendon P a p e rs :  ’Copies o f  tv/o l e t t e r s  se n t
2

to  th e  Independent P a r ty ,  by h is  M a je s ty ’s Command’ , i t  i s  obvious 

th a t  th e  k in g  reg a rd ed  Vane as the  le a d e r  o f  th e  Independent group, 

and v/as w r i t in g  to  him as such . I t  i s  im possib le  to  e lu c id a te  t h i s  

im p o rta n t to p ic  a t  a l l  f u l l y ,  f o r  in fo rm a tio n  i s  v e ry  sc an ty , b u t i t  

i s  n e c e ssa iy  to  examine v/hat i s  a v a i la b le .

In  August 1645 th e  Commons d e c id e d  t h a t  th e  House shou ld  s i t  as 

a Grand Committee on c e r t a in  days each week, and th e  S co ts  com m issioners 

were to be inform ed o f  t h i s . ^  Was t h i s  a v ic to ry  f o r  th e  peace p a r ty ,  

o r  f o r  t h e i r  opponents?  P robab ly  th e  form er -  Vane and S t .  John 

were a b se n t, and th e r e  was a veiy  t h in  house, p a r t l y  because th e  M .P .s 

o f te n  d id  v i s i t  t h e i r  homes a t  t h i s  tim e o f  y e a r ,  and p a r t ly  because 

o f  th e  p lague  epidem ic in  London. The m otion may perh ap s have been 

p a sse d  as a r e t o r t  to  A u lic u s , who had in  a v ig o ro u s is s u e  accused  th e

P a rlia m e n t o f  be ing  h o s t i l e  to  p e a c e . He had to ld  h is  rea d e rs  on
T. H a r l . l6 é ,  f . 2 l 8 .  11 Ju n e .
2 . C larendon . S .P .,  f . 726-27.
5 . W hite locke, i .4 9 6 .  18 Aug.
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13 August t h a t  P a rlia m e n t had stopped  H arcourt on h is  way to  Oxford

on ly  because th e  F rench  envoy had worked f o r  p e ac e , and th a t  th e

D utch am bassadors found  so much ’fo u le  play* a t  London th a t  they

had t o ld  the M .P .s: * they  had no hope’s l e f t  to  make them heare  o f

p eace* . On the  o th e r  hand, th e  m otion cou ld  have been a v ic to r y  f o r

th e  *war party*  -  i t  would ensu re  t h a t  peace p ro p o s i t io n s  would be

d isc u s se d  on ly  on tv/o days each week, and th o se  days were n o t y e t

f ix e d .  Sabran th ough t th e  Commons w ere  ’hoping to  have c o n te n te d

th e  S c o ts , by showing they  co n cu rred  in  th e  d e s ire  f o r  p eace , and by
2

d e la y in g  a l l  th e  tim e th e  s a id  p r o p o s i t io n ’ . S ince  th e  m otion 

e x p re s s ly  m entioned th e  S c o ts , he may w e ll  have been r i g h t  about S co ts  

p re s s u re ;  h is  i n te r p r e t a t i o n  i s  su p p o rted  by th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  Commons 

d id  n o t f i x  th e  days on which th e  peace p ro p o s i t io n s  were to be d e b a ted  

weekly u n t i l  13 O c to b er,^  when Tuesdays and Thursdays were s e t  a s id e ,  

and we Icnow from V ane’s own l e t t e r  to  h is  f a th e r  t h a t  th i s  was in  

answer to  a S co ts r e q u e s t .^

Meanv/hile M o n tre u il had to ld  M azarin i n  Septem ber th a t  ’Lord 

Balm erino cam e.. . t o  in fo rm  me th a t  P r in c e  R upert had b rought from 

B r i s t o l  to  O xford, a r t i c l e s  o f  p e a c e , drawn up betw een th e  k in g  o f  

G re a t B r i ta in  and th e  In d ep en d en ts* . (Balm erino was th e  com m issioner

U  S l9 8 (2 3 y r
2 . BM.Add.546l f .3 3 3 .  31 Aug.1643. On 30 June th e  judges had been

o rd e re d  to l e t  th e  people  knov/ th a t  P a rlia m e n t had tw ice t r i e d ,
and was now t r y in g  to  o b ta in  p e a c e . i v ,  594.

3 .  W hitelocke, i ,  523.
4 . CSPD.1645-47. 191-92 . 14 O ct. 1645.
5 . M o n treu il C orrespondence , i ,  16 . 18/28 S ep t. 1645.
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ap p oin ted  by th e S c o ts  to  n e g o t ia te  w ith  th e French en v o y ). T his

p r iv a te  n e g o t ia t io n  between the k in g  and the Independents r e s t s  on

th e  unsuT>ported testim o n y  o f  Balm erino a lone -  he d id  n ot g iv e  the

name o f  h is  in form an t. Vane was s in g u la r ly  in a c t iv e  in  the Commons

th a t September -  apart from one o r  two r e fe r e n c e s  to  N orthern a f f a ir s

and th o se  connected  w ith  the S c o t t is h  arny, h is  name hardly appears in

the J o u r n a ls . I t  was th e month when he was busy o b ta in in g  arms fo r

Raby c a s t l e ,  ( i t  was a lso  th e month when th e Commons were working o u t

d e t a i l s  o f  the P resb y ter ia n  scheme o f  church government fo r  England and

perhaps Vane p r e fe r r e d  to  be a b s e n t ) .  Was he a ls o  p re -o ccu p ied  w ith

n e g o t ia t io n s  w ith  the k ing? A ccording to  M ontreu il th e  n e g o t ia t io n s
2

were s t i l l  go in g  on in  November. On th e k in g 's  s id e  they  were 

apparently  o n ly  a manoeuvre to ga in  time u n t i l  he could  o b ta in  fo r e ig n  

h elp .^  In P arliam ent i t s e l f  th e  peace n e g o t ia t io n s  hung f i r e  -  there  

were o n ly  seven  d is c u s s io n s  in  November, th r e e  o f  which took  p la ce  a f te r  

another S c o ts  req u est f o r  speedy c o n s id e r a tio n  o f  peace terras had been

_ 4 r e c e iv e a .

In December th e k ing approached P arliam en t i t s e l f  -  perhaps he 

was a lread y  lo s in g  f a i t h  in  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  an arrangement w ith  

the In d ep en d en ts, i f  he ev er  had on e. He se n t  a l e t t e r  to  the Commons,

1 . From 5 Aug. to  1 O ct. V ane's name appears t m c e  (ex c ep t on com m ittees) 
in  th e Commons J o u rn a ls  i v  ( in c lu d in g  th a t  on p .267, which must 
r e fe r  to  th e  younger Vane, as h is  fa th e r  was in  -Scotland).

2 . G ardiner, GW, i i ,  1 2 .
3 . I b i d . ,1 7 .
4 . W h ite lock e , i ,  533 s e q .
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w hich was met by th e  uncompromising re p ly  th a t  th e  House was

a lre a d y  d is c u s s in g  peace p ro p o s i t io n s  to  be s e n t to  th e  k ing  as
■]

p a rlia m e n ta iy  b i l l s  -  t h a t  i s .  P a r lia m e n t was a llow ing  no d is c u s s io n

w ith  th e  k in g 's  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s .  Vane appeared once in  th e se

n e g o tia t io n s  -  on 17 December he was se n t to  th e  Lords to  urge
2

t h a t  P a r l ia m e n t 's  re p ly  should  be s e n t  q u ic k ly . The Lords had

h e s i ta te d  about th e  answer to  the  k in g 's  l e t t e r ,  and  th e  Sco ts

com m issioners d isap p ro v ed  o f  i t  -  th ey  wanted an ag reed  peace and

n o t a d ic ta te d  o ne . Vane m ust have endorsed  th e  m a jo r ity  view  in

th e  Commons, o r  he would n o t have been se n t to  th e  Lords on t h i s

m iss io n . In  O ctober Loudon had added h i s  vo ice  to  those  who b e lie v e d

th e  P a rlia m e n t m a jo r ity  (aii Independen t one acco rd in g  to  H o lie s ,

s in c e  th e  summer b y -e le c t io n s )  d id  n o t want p e ac e . He had to ld

M o n treu il t h a t  he d e sp a ire d  o f  a g e n e ra l p eace , 's e e in g  th o se  who

had th e  most a u th o r i ty  in  th e  E n g lish  P a rlia m e n t have no in c l in a t io n  
3

f o r  i t * .  On 27 December th e  k ing  se n t an o th e r  l e t t e r .  A f te r  deba te

th e  Commons d e c id ed  no t to  ' t r e a t '  w ith  th e  k in g  a t  a l l ,  and to  keep
ifth e  m i l i t i a  w holly  in  P a r l ia m e n t 's  hands. A gain Vane was th e  envoy 

who c a r r ie d  t r i i s  b i l l  to  th e  L o rds, which shows t h a t  he suppo rted  

t h i s  p o l ic y .^

In  Jan u ary  l6if6 the  lag g in g  bu t to  th e  peop le  v i t a l  n e g o tia t io n s

f o r  peace c o n tin u e d . C harles t o l d  K illig re w , acco rd in g  to  M o n tre u il, ^
T. I b i d . ,3 4 4 . 10 D ec.
2 . C J. i v ,  379.
3 . M o n treu il C orrespondence, i ,  4 3 . 30 O ct/9  Nov,1645.
4 . W hite locke , i ,  332. 30 D ec. Baron Thorpe r e f e r s  to  th e  p u b lic  

s u r p r i s e  a t  the  r e f u s a l  o f  th e  k in g 's  l e t t e r s .  T . W ild rid g e ,
H u ll L e t te r s ,  121 .

3 . ^ . i v ,  393* 1 J a n .1646.
6. M o n tre u il C orrespondence, i ,  91. 11/21 J a n .1646*
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t h a t  he began to  see  t h a t  he had v e iy  l i t t l e  to  ex p ec t from the  

In d ep en d en ts , bu t w hether he was r e f e r r in g  to  any s e c r e t  n e g o tia t io n s  

w ith  th e  In d ep en d en ts , o r  to  th e  open t r a n s a c t io n s  w ith  P a rlia m e n t, 

i s  n o t c le a r .  M arten was allow ed to  r e tu r n  to  th e  Commons in

Ja n u a ry  I 646, and W hitelocke c a u tio u s ly  s ta te d :  'T h is  gave o ccasio n
I

to  some to  b e lie v e  t h a t  the  house began to  be more a v e rse  from th e  

1k in g ' , I t  was Vane who found th e  c o n s t i tu t io n a l  method o f  r e s to r in g

M arten to  h is  p la c e  as an M.P. -  he p ro b ab ly  wanted IVIarten's su p p o rt
2

in  a t ta c k s  on th e  k in g , Y fhitelocke ' s view o f  M a rte n 's  re tu rn  i s

c o n s is te n t  w ith  a s ta te m e n t by M o n tre u il a f o r tn ig h t  l a t e r  t h a t :

' \^hat i s  no l e s s  s e c r e t  than  s t r a n g e ,  fo u r  o r  f iv e  le a d e rs  o f  th e

Independen t p a r ty  met on F rid ay  l a s t  and re so lv e d  th a t  i t  was necessa ry

to  depose th e  k ing  o f G reat B r i ta in ,  tow ards which th e  l e t t e r s  they

had re c e iv e d  from  him and h i s  d e c la r a t io n  i n  fav o u r o f th e  I r i s h

C a th o lic s ,  which had been re a d  in  p a rlia m e n t t h a t  same d ay , would
3

g ive  them s u f f i c i e n t  r e a s o n '.  M o n tre u il 's  source o f in fo rm a tio n  

cou ld  have been th e  C ountess o f  C a r l i s l e .  He m entions th e  'h e lp ' 

she had g iv en  the  F re n c h -P re sb y te r ia n  p la n  f o r  peace , ' i n  s p i t e ' ,  

he w ro te , 'o f  what she owes to  t i e s  o f  b lood  and th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  

h e r  b r o t h e r ' . ^  Her b r o th e r ,  th e  e a r l  o f  N orthum berland, may have

been h e r in fo rm a n t, M o n tre u il soon w ro te  however t h a t  th e  Independents

1 . V fhitelocke, i ,  333. 6 J a n .1646.
2 . Somers T ra c ts , v i ,  389-90.
3 . M o n tre u il C orrespondence, i ,  117» 22 J a n / i  Feb* I 646. The 

Glamorgan t r e a ty  had been read  on 16 J a n .  i v ,  408®
4 . M o n tre u il C orrespondence, op. c i t .
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had changed t h e i r  p la n s  -  th ey  had proposed  in  p a rliam e n t to  send

th e  k ing  th e  th re e  Uxbridge p ro p o s i t io n s , to  which they  had spoken

o f adding fo u r  o th e r s ,  in  o rd e r  to  show th ey  w ished peace no l e s s  
i

than  th e  S c o ts .  I t  re a d s  as though M o n tre u il had judged o f  t h i s  

change o f  p la n  by what he h e a rd  had happened in  p a r lia m e n t, and 

not from any p r iv a te  in fo rm a tio n  o f  tn e  Independents*  in t e n t io n s .  ■

At l a s t  th e  Commons g o t down to  th e  ta s k  o f  draw ing up th e  

b i l l  which w as i n  e f f e c t  to  be an u ltim atum  to  the k in g , and Vane
o

was one o f  th e  twelve members who were to  p re p a re  i t ,  though

S i r  Thomas VYiddrington was spe c i a l l y  charged  w ith  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty

f o r  i t ,  and on th e  fo llo w in g  day Vane was n o t on th e  com m ittee to  go

to  the  Lords to  d is c u s s  th e  p ro p o sitio n s* '^  In  th e  k in g 's  l e t t e r

o f  31 Jan u ary  C harles had sug g ested  th a t  th e  church should be as

in  th e  days o f  Queen E liz a b e th ,  ' having  re g a rd  s t i l l  to  te n d e r  consciences'!*’

V ane 's p o l ic y  i s  c le a r e r  a t  t h i s  p o in t ,  i f  one may g ive  c r e d i t  to  a

r e p o r t  by M o n tre u il, which i s  a lm ost c e r t a in ly  to be r e l i e d  o n , f o r

he would p ro b ab ly  h e a r  o f  w hat was s a id  in  p u b lic  d e b a te s  i n  th e  House.

'W hatever th e  k ing  may have done by t h i s  l e t t e r  in  t ry in g  to  s a t i s f y

th e  Independen ts concern ing  r e l i g io n ,  th ey  have shown so l i t t l e

g r a t i tu d e  f o r  i t  th a t  young Vane, v/ho has g r e a t  c r e d i t  among th a n ,

1 . I b i d . ,1 2 4 , 29 J a n . / 8 . Feb . 1646.
2 . G J .iv , 423 . 30 J a n . 1646.
3 . I b id . . 423.
4 . W hite locke, i ,  367.
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s a id  openly  t h a t  i t  was an a r t i f i c e  o f  t h i s  p r in c e  to  t i y  and

d e ta ch  them from  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  P a r lia m e n t, to  which they  would

always rem ain a t ta c h e d , and t h a t  when m a tte rs  were s e t t l e d ,  th ey

would much r a t h e r  p r e f e r  to  r e c e iv e  from i t  [p a r l ia m e n tj  th a n  from

t h e i r  k in g , t h a t  t r a n q u i l l i t y  f o r  t h e i r  co n sc ien ces  which t h i s  k in g

o f fe re d  them a t  p re s e n t* . * Openly * alm ost c e r t a in ly  means t h a t  Vane was

speaking  in  th e  Commons, as  i t  was h e re  th a t  tlie k in g 's  l e t t e r  was

d e b a te d . A gain th e  H ouse 's  re c e p tio n  o f  th e  k in g 's  l e t t e r  was co ld  -

th ey  vo ted  i t  u n s a t is f a c to r y  and s e t  up a la rg e  com m ittee, which

in c lu d ed  Vane, t o  d r a f t  a r e p ly ,  and frame a d e c la r a t io n  to  th e  
2

kingdom. Vane re p o rte d  a co n fe ren ce  w ith  th e  Lords on the  peace 

p ro p o s i t io n s  on 20 February^ -  he was p la y in g  a prom inent p a r t .

Vthen a com m ittee was s e t  up to  j u s t i f y  to  the  Lords the  v in d ic t iv e  

f i f t h  p ro p o s i t io n ,  demanding th e  punishm ent o f  d e lin q u e n ts , whom 

P a rlia m e n t would name in  th e  fu tu r e  ,Vane was one o f  i t s  n in e  members.^ 

T his was th e  s i tu a t io n  when C h arles  v/rote to Vane on 2 March

1646. H is l e t t e r s  have been p r in te d ,  and i t  o n ly  rem ains to  comment 

b r i e f ly  upon them . When C h a rle s  w ro te ; 'You cannot suppose th e  

work i s  done, though Cod shou ld  s u f f e r  you to  d e s tro y  th e  k i n g ',  he

1 . M o n treu il C orrespondence, i ,  130-131. 5 / l 3 F e b .1646.
2 . C J .iv ,  428. 3 Feb . 1646.
3 . I b i d . , 448. 26 F eb . 1646.
4 . I b i d . , 434.
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was perhaps r e fe r r in g  to  what he had heard from French sou rces o f

the s e c r e t  Independent m eeting in  January. I t  i s  in t e r e s t in g  th a t

C harles la id  such s t r e s s  in  w r it in g  to  Vane on c o n s id e r a tio n s  o f

fo r e ig n  p o l ic y .  There are in d ic a t io n s  th a t  t h is  was a sphere in
1

which Vane was a lread y p a r t ic u la r ly  in te r e s t e d ,  though th ere  does

not seem to  be enough ev id en ce to  regard him as a t t h is  d ate

P a r lia m en t's  'F oreign  S e c r e ta r y ' .  The id e n t i t y  o f  the 'Gentleman

th a t was quartered  w ith  y o u ' ,  who i s  to  h e lp  to persuade Parliam ent

to  a llow  th e  k ing to come to  London, as he had asked in  h i s  l e t t e r
2

o f  31 December, i s  not known. V ane's b iograp h ers, and o th er  w r it e r s ,  

fo llo v /in g  the p r in ted  v e r s io n  o f  W h ite lo ck e's  autobiography, have 

assumed th a t Yvhitelocke i s  r e fe r r e d  to , but th e  e d ito r  o f  th e  Memorials 

has in c o r r e c t ly  tra n scr ib ed  the m anuscript. F n ite lo ck e  d id  not tw ice  

w r ite :  ' I  l iv e d  w ith  S ir  Heniy Vane, îvîr. S o l i c i t o r ,  Mr .Browne, and

oth er  grandees o f  th a t p a r t y ' ,  he wrote th a t  he dined  vd th  Vane and

3the o th e r s .  And he w rote th a t once o n ly . I t  i s  q u ite  p o s s ib le

1. See below , p . 233.
2 . E .g .  L il lc o c k , l6 2 n .
3 . The passag e  i s  re p e a te d  in  e x a c tly  th e  same v/ords f o r  13 O ct. and

20 O ct. l6 if6 . (W hite locke, i ,  323, 3 2 7 ). I t  i s  n o t in  th e  account
o f  13 O ct. a t  a l l  (HM.Aad.37, 344 f .1 9 -1 9 v ). W iiitelocke ’w rite s  i t  
a t  20 O c t.,  bu t th e  words are  d e f i n i t e l y  'd in e d  w ith * , ( i b i d , , f .20v ). 
The passage  c o n tin u es  as in  th e  p r in te d  v e rs io n  ( 'a n d  was k in d ly  
t r e a te d  by them, as I  used  to  be by th e  o t h e r ' ) ,  bu t goes on w ith
a s ig n i f ic a n t  r e f le c t io n  w hich W h ite lo ck e 's  e d i to r  d id  no t p r i n t  -
' i n  p u b liq u e  a f f a i r s  (ny c h ild re n )  you w i l l  f in d  i t  o f advantage to
keep fav o u r w ith  a l l ,  and n o t to  s id e  w ith  a ry  f a c t i o n ' .  In  o th e r  
w ords, I h i te lo c k e  had d ec id ed  i t  was too dangerous to be i d e n t i f i e d  
w ith  a iy  one p a r ty .  H o lies  had l o s t  an i n f l u e n t i a l  su p p o rte r  by 
an a t ta c k  which Vane had h e lp ed  to  launch .
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th a t  W hite locke*s e d i to r  was subconsciously  remembering W liite lo c k e 's

tenancy o f  V ane 's  o f f i c i a l  house a t  D e p tfo rd , b u t th e re  i s  a b so lu te ly

n o th in g  to  in d ic a te  th a t  th e  Vanes and v*hitelockes l iv e d  th e re

to g e th e r .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  a lso  to  see v/hy W hitelocke shou ld  s ta y

w ith  Vane in  th e  house a t  C haring  Gross -  liVhitelocke w r i te s  as though

h is  w ife  and he were e s ta b l is h e d  in  h is  law yers * q u a r te rs  a t  th e

Temple."* More p ro b ab ly  th e  k ing  was r e f e r r in g  to  some o th e r  M.P.

who l iv e d  w ith  Vane -  in  th e  absence o f  any d e f i n i t e  ev idence  one
2

would g iess H e s i l r ig e .

From February  I 646 onwards i t  i s  i irp o s s ib le  to  fo llov / V ane 's 

p o lic y  tow ards p eace . He was i l l  on 20 A p r i l ,  and away from  p a rliam en t 

f o r  a sh o r t  tim e a t  l e a s t . ^  He was no t c e r t a in ly  back i n  th e  House 

-  th e  c le rk  om its f o r  some weeks to  d i s t in g u is h  between th e  two Vanes, 

f a th e r  and son -  u n t i l  11 May. On th a t  day an amendment, in s o le n t  

and h u m ilia t in g  to th e  k in g , v/as added to  a r e s o lu t io n  t h a t  th e  k ing  

sh o u ld  su r re n d e r  a l l  h i s  g a r r i s o n s ;  by th e  amendment th e  k in g , upon 

th e  demand o f  bo th  Houses, should  be 'd e l iv e r e d  to be d isp o se d  as 

both  Houses s h a l l  a p p o in t* . Vane was one o f  th e  t e l l e r s  f o r  the  

amendment, H o lie s  and S ta p le to n , as so o f te n ,  were t e l l e r s  a g a in s t  

him, and th ey  won, by seven v o te s .^  The amendment s ig n i f i c a n t ly

h ig h lig h ts  V an e 's  a t t i t u d e ,  b u t f o r  a moment o n ly . He was a member

1 . BM.Add.37 , 343 f .3 9 8 v ; 37, 344 f .1 5 v , e t  ad .
2 . He i s  s a id  in  a 166O pam phlet to have l iv e d  w ith  Vane. A d ia lo g u e

between S i r  Henry Vaine and S i r  A rth u r H a s le r ig g . E 1849 ( 2 ) .  
H e s i l r ig e  could  have s ta y ed  w ith  Vane on h i s  v i s i t s  to  London.

3 . g _ . iv ,  313. Vane had lea v e  o f  absence f o r  14 days to  ' ta k e  some
cou rse  fo r  th e  reco v ery  o f h is  h e a l th ' .

4 . I b i d . .3 4 2 .
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o f  v a rio u s  com m ittees connec ted  with, th e  peace p ro p o s i t io n s  in  May,
4

June and J u ly ,  b u t none shed l ig h t  on h i s  in d iv id u a l  p o s i t io n .

Meanwhile th e  p u b lic  demand f o r  peace grev/ no l e s s  p re s s in g .

The Weekly I n t e l l i g e n c e r  ad ju red  i t s  re a d e rs  n o t to be too  im p a tie n t 
2

f o r  p e a c e . The S c o t t i s h  Dove, alw ays th e  e n fan t t e r r i b l e  o f  th e  

P r e s s ,  f ra n k ly  ad m itted : 'The peop le  in  C ity  and Country g e n e ra l ly

have long d e s ir e d  iT o p o s it io n s  m ight be s e n t  to  th e  k in g ' The 

F eek ly  I n te l l ig e n c e r  was moved by i t s  lo y a l ty  to  the k ing  to  make 

an unw ontedly courageous s ta n d , f o r  i n  October i t  v e n tu re d  to  say ;

'The k in g  being (in d eed ) b e t t e r  b e lo v ed , tn en  many doe apprehend he 

i s ' ,  and to  p r i n t  th e  Covenant, so t h a t  th e re  shou ld  be 'no  d im in u tio n  

o f  h i s  m a je s ty 's  j u s t  power and g r e a t n e s s ' . ^  This was th e  month in

which S t .  John moved t h a t  th e  peace p ro p o s it io n s  i n  th e  form o f  a
5

b i l l  should  be p a sse d ; ne was p robab ly  working ag a in  w ith  Vane, bu t 

V ane 's  name does no t appear in  c o n n ec tio n  w ith  t h i s  m otion .

In fo rm a tio n  about V ane 's  p o lic y  in  th e  y e a rs  1643 and 1646 i s  

soraev/hat sc a n ty , and i t  i s  u n d e rs tan d a b le  th a t  h is  b io g rap h e rs  should 

have r e s o r te d  to  g e n e ra l  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  p u b lic  a f f a i r s  when they came

1 . I b i d . , 338. 364, 376 , 384, 387, e t
2 . E 330(3 )•  4-11 A ug.1646.
3 . E 3 3 0 (3 ) . 3-12 A ug,1646.
4 . E 338( 8) .  13-20 O c t.1646.  A r t ic le  i i i  o f  th e  Covenant was the

re le v a n t  one . A R epub lican  pam phlet o f  Mar. 1646 had accused 
th e  Londoners o f  'w a n tin g  th e  k in g  i n  aga in  upon any c o n d itio n s* . 
The L as t V/arning to  a l l  th e  in h a b i ta n ts  o f  London. E ^328(24)*

3 . I ^ n t r e u i l  C ol^espondence, i ,  280. 4  O ct»1646 4 ~ B elliev re  was 
spealcing o f  2 O ct.
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1
to  t h i s  p e r io d  o f  V ajie 's l i f e .  There a re  s e v e ra l  rea so n s  fo r  

th e  Itick o f  m a te r ia l ;  th e  reco rd s  o f  th e  Coim iittee o f  Both Kingdoms 

become th in n e r ,  and i t s  Day Books f o r  th e  second h a l f  o f 1643 and 

f o r  1646 a re  n o t e x ta n t .  D 'Ewes' n o te s  o f  Commons d e b a te s  a re  

n o n -e x is te n t  fo r  some d a y s , and v e iy  b r i e f  and summarised v/hen he 

does make ary  -  he had been d isco u rag ed  by th e  Commons' a t t i t u d e  

to  him self,"^ and in  any case  p robab ly  th o u g h t i t  un sa fe  to  commit 

too much to  p a p e r, when a c c u sa tio n s  o f  t r e a s o n  were b e in g  made w ith  

dead ly  purpose  a g a in s t  men so re s p e c te d  and i n f l u e n t i a l  as H o lies 

and W hite locke . W hitt,aker had l o s t  h is  f i r s t  en thusiasm  f o r  keeping 

h i s  d ia ry  o f  Commons d e b a te s , and h i s  re c o rd  i s  u su a lly  very  f l a t  

and u n in fo rm a tiv e . H a r r in g to n 's  d ia iy ^  i s  f u l l e r  and muon more 

i n t e r e s t i n g ,  bu t though i t  g iv es  some in fo rm a tio n  about the  p e rio d  

from May 1 6if6 to  August 1647, th e re  a re  many days of w hich th e  

d i a r i s t  p ro v id e s  no re c o rd . The new spapers were f ra n k ly  tim id  -  

they  g iv e  long accounts o f  m i l i ta r y  a f f a i r s ,  and h u r r ie d ly  p a ss  over

1. One o f  th e  b e s t o f  V ane 's b io g ra p h e rs , J .K . Hosmer, gave s ix  o u t 
o f  317 pages to  th e  y e a rs  1643 and 1646 , and devo ted  th re e  o f  th e  
s ix  pages to  r e p r in t in g  V ane 's  speech o f  3 Mar. 1643 and the k in g 's  
1646 l e t t e r s  to  V ane. But Hosmer g iv e s  a long a cco u n t, v /ith  a
map, o f Naseby, w ith  w hich Vane was n o t concerned a t  a l l*

2 . The F a i r  Bay Books s to p  in  June 1643, th e  D ra f t  Day Books (much 
l e s s  f u l l  than  th e  F a i r  Day Books) ex ten d  to  11 D ec. 1643. A f te r  
t h i s  th e re  i s  c o n s id e ra b ly  l e s s  in fo rm a tio n  from th e  Com m ittee's 
r e c o rd s  -  The L e t te r s  Sent f o r  in s ta n c e  g ive  no in fo rm a tio n  about 
a tte n d a n c e s .

3 . H a r l .1 63, f .2 9 2 v , D'Swes had though t in  th e  summer o f  1642 th a t
freedom  o f  speech was d isa p p e a r in g , and dec id ed  n o t to go o f te n
to  th e  House a f t e r  t h i s .

4 .  BM.Add.10, 114.
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1
p a rlia m en ta iy  b u sin ess  in  a few w ords. T his o b v io u sly  d oes not  

apply to  M ercurius A u lic u s . but he was too  occu p ied  w ith  th e  k in g 's  

t r a g ic  r a i l i ta iy  s i t u a t io n  to pay much a t te n t io n  to  th e London
2

P a r lia m e n t, and not i n  a good p o s i t io n  to  know much about i t  anyway. 

F n i te lo c k e 's  views on d ay -to -d ay  even ts  in  th e  Commons would have 

been v e iy  i n te r e s t in g  to  have, b u t s c a rc e ly  a word o f  p e rso n a l 

comment o r  i n t e i p r e t a t i o n  escapes him, and he too g iv e s  a c o lo u r le s s  

summary o f  p a rlia m e n ta iy  a f f a i r s ,  though here  and th e r e  he does o f f e r  

a b r i e f  l i g h t  on th e  s i t u a t i o n .  There a re  by chance some o f  V ane 's 

own l e t t e r s ,  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  bu t sh o r t  and fev/, i n  th e  S ta te  P apers 

D om estic ;^  they  were w r i t te n  to  h i s  f a t h e r  when th e  o ld  man was on 

h i s  p a rlia m e n ta iy  m iss io n  to  S co tland  in  August 1643. The Commons 

J o u rn a ls  a re  as f u l l  as they  u s u a lly  a re  fo r  th e  1640s ,  but o f cou rse  

they  g iv e  no speeches by in d iv id u a l  M .P .s . There a re  s c a t t e r e d  

re fe re n c e s  to  Vsne in  a number o f  so u rc e s , but th e re  a re  mary gaps in

th e  accoun t o f  V ane 's  a c t i v i t i e s  d u rin g  th e s e  years*
1 . The S c o tt is h  Dove w ro te : 'W hatsoever i s  devulged d is p le a s in g  to  

u n ju s t  men, i s  u s u a l ly  q u e s t io n e d .. .The P ruden t keep s i l e n c e ' .
S 3 2 2 (38 ), 11-18 F e b .1646. As an example o f  th e  a t t i t u d e  o f  
th e  P re s s ,  one may ta k e  P e r f e c t  O caurrences o f BOTH HOUSES OF 
PARLIAMENT and IvIARTIALL a f f a i r s  -  th e  c a p i t a l s  are  i t s  e d i to r s  -  
f o r  a t y p ic a l  week, 8-13 May 1^46, when ou t o f ro u g h ly  320 l i n e s ,  
on ly  some 20 r e f e r  to parliam entai;)^ b u s in e s s . 3 337( 22) ,

2 . Though th e  k in g  hirasell* v/as g e n e ra lly  b e lie v e d  to  re c e iv e  accoun ts 
o f  P a r l ia m e n t 's  a c t i v i t i e s  -  see  S a y 's  s ta tem en t t h a t  H o lies  
k e p t up a w eekly correspondence w ith  Oxford. ( B a i l l i e ,  i i ,  4 8 9 ). 
See a lso  th e  S c o t t i s h  Dove (e  3 1 7 (4 ), 14-21 J a n .  1646: ' I  s h a l l  
i n t r e a t  th e  re a d e r  to  c o n s id e r  t h a t  h i s  M a jes ty . . .have b e t t e r  
in te l l ig e n c e  o f  th e  P a r l ia m e n t 's  p ro ce ed in g s , then  the  P a rliam en t 
have o f  t h e i r s ;  f o r  i t  i s  too ap p a ren t th a t  they know a t  O xford, 
each  dayes p ro ceed in g s  i n  b o th  h o u ses* .

3 . CSPD.1643- 7 . 104, 123, 138, 133, 1&6, 183, 191.
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N e v e r th e le s s , some co n c lu s io n s  a re  p o s s ib le .  I t  i s  c le a r  

t h a t  in  th e  Commons Vane pu rsued  a 'tough* l i n e  in  h is  a t t i t u d e  to  

peace n e g o tia t io n s  v /ith  the  k in g . To judge from h is  speech to  th e  

C ity  Common C ouncil in  March 1643 he considered  t h a t  i t  v/as u s e le s s  

to  t r e a t  w ith  th e  k in g  u n t i l  P a r lia m e n t was in  a p o s i t io n  to  d i c t a t e  

te rm s. He advocated  th e  condign p u n i slime n t  o f  th e  le a d in g  r o y a l i s t s ,  

and a h u m ilia tin g  form o f  words f o r  th e  k in g 's  s u r re n d e r . H is whole 

p o l ic y  i s  c o n s is te n t  v /ith  tlie a t t i t u d e  o f  im p lacab le  h o s t i l i t y  to  the 

King im p l ic i t  i n  C h a r le s 's  f i r s t  l e t t e r  to  Vane o f  March I 646. There 

i s  evidence hov/ever th a t  V ane 's a t t i t u d e  was no t endorsed  by p u b l ic  

o p in io n . Of th e  s e c r e t  n e g o tia t io n s  be tv/eon th e  k in g  and the  

Independen ts n o th in g  i s  known f o r  c e r t a in .  A l l  th e  evidence comes 

from  M o n tre u il, excep t fo r  th e  l e t t e r s  from th e  k in g , v/hich g iv e  no 

in d ic a t io n  t h a t  th e re  had been e a r l i e r  peace f e e l e r s .  I t  i s  q u i te  

p o s s ib le  th a t  Vane had been in  communication w ith  th e  k ing from 

November 1643 to  Jan u a iy  1646, w ith  th e  same pu rpose  a t t r ib u t e d  to  

Vane in  the  1644 Lovelace a f f a i r ,  th e  Mac c h i ave I l i a n  one o f  d isc o v e r in g  

C h a r le s 's  ov/n p o lic y  and th u s  weakening th e  r o y a l i s t s ,  bu t th e  ev idence  

i s  ve iy  u n c e r ta in .  Vane shrew dly d isc e rn e d  however th a t  th e  ro y a l 

o f f e r  o f  t o l e r a t i o n  to  th e  Independen ts was made m erely to  s tre n g th e n  

th e  k in g 's  ov/n p o s i t io n .

Contem poraries assumed th a t  S t .  John and Vsne w ere working to g e th er  

in  p arliam en t, and th e  group o f  M .P .s who u s u a lly  viewed p o l i t i c s  in  

th e same l i g h t  in c lu d ed  P rid e  aux, Samuel Browne, H e s i lr ig e  and Cromwell. 

There are Again in d ic a t io n s  th a t H e s i lr ig e  and Vane worked c lo s e ly
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to g e th e r .  For in s ta n c e ,  when B3a ckston  w anted th e  power to  app o in t 

o f f i c e r s  in  th e  a m y  v/ithdrav/n from  th e  N orthern  Committee, S ta p le to n  

o b je c te d . B lack sto n  thereupon  produced l e t t e r s  found a f t e r  th e

c a p tu re  o f  P o n te f r a c t  which im p lic a te d  H o lie s  and th re e  members o f  

th e  N orthern  Com m ittee, P ie r r e p o n t ,  S i r  C h ris to p h e r  Wray and S i r  

Edward Ayscough, i n  correspondence w ith  th e  k in g . When the  v o te  was 

ta k e n . Vane and H e s i l r ig e  were t e l l e r s  fo r  B]a c k s to n 's  m otion ,

S ta p le to n  and Wray were t e l l e r s  a g a in s t .  On t h i s  occasion  th e
4

P re s b y te r ia n s  won, perhaps because  P ie r re p o n t ,  a v e iy  re sp e c te d  

f ig u re  in  the  House, was in v o lv e d .

I t  i s  c le a r  a lso  th a t  Vane had become h o s t i l e  to  th e  Soots, 

t h a t  he wanted them o u t o f  C a r l i s l e  and th e  o th e r  n o r th e rn  towns 

and u rged  them to  send t h e i r  am y  so u th  in to  E ngland, but v/e do no t 

know h i s  m otives -  vihether to  end th e  war q u ic k ly , to  save th e  n o r th  

from  con tinued  o p p ress io n  by th e  S c o ts , to  p u t an end to  S c o t t is h  

n e g o tia t io n s  w ith  th e  k in g , o r  a l l  th r e e .

On a m a jo r ity  o f  o ccasio n s th e  Independents c a r r i e d  th e  House 

w ith  them -  Vane con tinued  to  show h i s  usual s k i l l  in  'managing* th e  

Commons, in  w hich tim e ly  p e t i t i o n s ,  and ap p ea ls  to  th e  Commons' je a lo u sy  

o f  th e  Upper House p lay e d  a p a r t .  But th e  frequency  w ith  which he and 

h i s  p o l i t i c a l  f r i e n d s  spoke, t n e i r  in d u s try  as com m ittee members, and 

th e  cogency o f  t h e i r  argum ents, m ust a l l  have been im portan t f a c to r s  

in  t h e i r  su ccess  -  th e re  were some ab le  members o f  th e  Commons who were

1 . H a r l .166, f . 267. g _ . iv ,  293. 1 O c t.1643. Note t h a t  t h i s  v ic to iy  
was a lso  won b e fo re  the ' r e c r u i t e r s '  had come i n .
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n o t in  H o l ie s 's  c i r c l e ,  bu t were no t among Vane and S t .  J o h n 's

r e g u la r  su p p o r te rs  e i t h e r ,  such men as G iles  Greene o r S ir  Thomas

W iddring ton , to  name on ly  tw o, and th e se  would have to  be won o v e r.

I t  should  be n o ted  th a t  sometimes th e  House was n o t convinced by Vane o r
1

h i s  c o l la b o r a to r s .  H o lies  and h i s  f r ie n d s  f e l t  s tro n g  enough to

c h a llen g e  V an e 's  group i n  the  d iv is io n  lobby in  May 164-3 -  d u r in g  th e
2

e a r l i e r  p a r t  o f  the  y e a r  th e re  w ere no d iv is io n s  -  and l o s t ,  bu t 

in  August S i r  7 /illiam  Lewes was a t e l l e r  a g a in s t  S i r  W illiam  B re re to n  

and Edmund P r id e  aux, and won^ -  th e  P re s b y te r ia n s ' f i r s t  v ic to r y ,  

a p a r t  from  th e  h a rd -fo u g h t s t r u g g le  over H o l i e s 's  and A h ite lo c k e 's  

p a r t  in  the  Oxford n e g o tia t io n s ^  and th e  C ran fo rd  a i 'f a i r s .  In  t h i s  

Vane shov/ed th e  same ru th le s s n e s s  in  a tta c k in g  h is  opponents t h a t  

he had shown e a r l i e r .

The ev idence  th a t  th e  Independen ts were u sin g  th e i r  power in  

p a rlia m e n t to rev/ard t h e i r  own su p p o rte rs  i s  c o n c lu s iv e , i f  one judges 

from those  in s ta n c e s  v /ith  which Vane was c o n n ec te d . V ane 's a c t i v i t y

1 . H a rl* l6 6 , f*193 . 'M r. S o l l i c i t e r ,  young Pane, P e ip o in t  and o th e rs  
moved to  s e t t  ou t some new d e c la ra t io n  to  be s e t t  o u t f o r  a l l  men 
to  come in  upon as good te rm es as v/as p roposed  in  the  A r t i c l e s  o f 
th e  l a t e  T re a t ie  e t c .  b u t no vo te  p a s t ' .  18 Mar. 164-3. See a lso  
f .2 0 1 v .

2 . CJ. i v ,  136.
3 . I b id . . 238.
4-. In  J u ly .  I b id . ,213 . These d iv is io n  f ig u re s  are  much h ig h e r  th a n

u s u a l , th u s  s u b s ta n t ia t in g  W h ite lo c k e 's  a s s e r t io n s  th a t  h i s  f r i e n d s  
had canvassed su p p o rt fo r  him.
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1
on b e h a lf  o f  Raby c a s t l e  can h a rd ly  have been j u s t i f i e d  by 

2
p u b lic  i n t e r e s t ,  and th e  r e s to r a t io n  o f  h i s  r o y a l i s t  r e l a t i o n s

3
to  a u th o r i ty  i s  a lso  open to  c r i t i c i s m .  He a b so lu te ly  ig n o red  

th e  o rd in an ce  o rd e r in g  him to  r e tu r n  h a l f  h i s  p r o f i t s  as t r e a s u r e r  

o f  th e  Navy -  L i lb u m e 's  s l ig h t in g  re fe re n c e  to  Vane and S t .
4

John  as covetous earthworms i s  u n ders tandab le*  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g

to  no te  in  t h i s  connec tion  t h a t  when a m otion was in tro d u c e d  making

a b a l lo t  co n v u lse ry  whenever th e  H ouse v o ted  on appointm ents to
5

be made Cromwell was one o f  th e  t e l l e r s  a g a in s t  i t *  Taken in  

c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  th e  v e iy  c o n s id e ra b le  p r o f i t s  Vane was making 

as  Navy T re a su re r  one would guess t h a t  in  t h i s  d iv is io n  he v o ted  

in  Cromwell’ s lo b b y .

1 . CSED.164.5- 4 7 . 123 , 165; S .P .1 0 /5 1 0 /1 5 9 .
2 . A rc h e o lo g ic a l Soc. o f  Durham, T ra n s a c tio n s , 1880-89» 174*
3 . H is b ro th e r  S ir  George, a lle g e d  by L ilb u m e  to have been a 

r o y a l i s t  (E 38 7 (4 ), became s h e r i f f  o f  Durham, and r e c e iv e r  o f  th e  
ro y a l  revenue ( C J . i i i ,  393; Records o f  C.C.Durham, 129; S 324(7) -  
p u b lish e d  i l l e g a l l y ) .  S i r  George’ s f a th e r - in - la w , a r o y a l i s t ,  
u n t i l  1644 , was made one o f  the County Committee ( C J . i i i ,  709; 
iv ,2 7 3 ; CSRD.1645>^7» l 6 6 ) .  Vane’ s s i s t e r  Anne made a s u rp r is in g  
m arriage  in  May 1 é4b to  th e  h e i r  o f  a prom inent r o y a l i s t ,  o ld
S i r  Thomas L id d e l l ,  who made h i s  com position  in  th e  same month 
on very  fa v o u ra b le  te rm s. The m arriag e  se ttle m e n t was p io d u c tiv e  
o f  much fu tu re  l i t i g a t i o n .  (C J.iv * 3 3 0 ; 08 /92 /135 ; 08/119 / l 51 ;
033/196  f f * l7 v ,  70v, 98v, 131; CSED.1630 . 615 -  a Chancery c o u rt 
o r d e r ) •

4 .  The most re c e n t w r i t e r  to  f in d  L ilb u m e* s  a c c u sa tio n s  u n i n t e l l i g i b l e  
i s  H,N. B r a i l s f o r d ,  The L e v e lle rs  and th e  E n g lish  R ev o lu tio n ,
1961, 235.

5 . C J . iv ,  690.
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Note A. Contem poraiy viev/s o f  Committee m ethods and p r a c t i c e .

The l e t t e r s  o f Alderman P e re g r in e  Peliiara, M .P ., to  th e  Mayor 

and C o rp o ra tio n  o f  H u ll g iv e  f r e q u e n t  ev idence o f  th e  ways in  

which p re s su re  cou ld  be brought to  b ear on com m ittees. ’Upon th e  

p o s t  day [Jhe w ro te  i n  h i s  weekly l e t t e r j  I  was lo n g  a t  the  Committee 

o f  Exam inacions and had your l e t t e r  rea d . Tomorrow i s  ap p o in ted  

f o r  t h a t  b u s in e s  s e ,  where I  in te n d  to  be w ith  d iv e r s  o f  ny f r i e n d s ’ . 

Pelham was e x p ec tin g  to  go to sea s h o r t ly ,  and he to ld  th e  mayor 

in  th e  same l e t t e r :  ’Mr. W h it te rk e r  coming amongst th e  r e s t  to

s a lu te  me, I  d e s i r e d  him to  ta k e  noe in fo rm a tio n s  a g a in s t  th e  Towne 

o f  H u ll, he p ro m is t f a i r e , ’ (T . W ild rid g e , The H u ll l e t t e r s ,  1625- 

4 6 , 1886, 68- 69 . 1 May 1645) .  And ag a in : ’ This day in  th e  House o f

Commons I  spake w ith  Mr. C orbet and Ivlf o W h it te rk e r , th e  Chairemen a t  

th e  Committee f o r  E xam inac ions.’ ( i b id , ,8 8 , 24 June 1645). L a te r  he 

w ro te : *I w i l l  speake w ith  th e  Ghaireman fo r  S e q u e s tra tio n s  (who

i s  ny f r e i n d ) . ’ ( i b i d , ,9 8 . 29 J u ly  l6 4 5 ) .  Sometimes th e  c h a im a n ’s 

in e f f ic ie n c y  had a f r u s t r a t i n g  e f f e c t ,  ’I  doe now hope to  accom plish 

y o u r d e s i r e s  f o r  m aintenance f o r  y o u r m in is te r s ,  having  now an o th er 

Chairem an, who w i l l  no t lo se  h i s  r e p o r t  as th e  l a s t  d i d , . . t h i s  

Chaireman h a th  prom ised  me to do what he can th e  n ex t Fiyday in  th a t  

b e h a lf e ,  th e  v o te  be ing  p a s t  a t  th e  Committee, I  s h a l l  g e t  i t  

sp e e d ily  re p o rte d  to  th e  H ouse .’ (H u ll MSS, L 397. 9 S e p t. 1645). 

Pelham was no t in t im id a te d  by th e  m ost form idable cnairm an. ’My 

d i s p o s i t io n  i s  such t h a t  I  ca re  fo r  noe Chaireman noe f a r th e r  than  

I  f in d  him f o r  th e  p u b liq u e , I  t o ld  lÆr. Corbet t h a t  I  wondered
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he would send f o r  H u ll men so f a r  when th e re  in te n t io n s  were f o r  

th e  p u b l i q u e , , , I  am c o n f id e n t you neede n o t f e a re  any com m ittee to  

doe you ary  p r e ju d ic e ,  I  doe n o t spend £500 p e r  annum h e re  f o r  

n o th in g . I  have noe ends o f my owne, ny am bition  i s  to  do you 

and y o u r  tov/n s e r v ic e ’ . Y /ild ridge , o £ . c i t , .6 3 ,  8 A p r i l  I 645) .

H u ll C o rp o ra tio n  wondered w hether to  t r y  to  o b ta in  th e  money f o r  

t h e i r  m in is te r s ,  and tim b e r  f o r  t h e i r  b lo ck h o u ses , from  th e  G oldsm ith’ s 

H a ll  Com mittee, and th e r e  i s  one p u z z lin g  passage  w hich su g g ests  t h a t  

th e re  was even room f o r  b r ib e iy .  *I have spoken w ith  one th a t  h a th  

beene th e  Chaireman a t  G oldsm ith’s H a l l .  He to u ld e  me u n ie s  se they  

have £1o p e r  annum o r  £2oo in  moneys you a re  n o t to  meddle w ith  

th e m .. .a s  f o r  your t im b e r . . . t h e  House i s  u n w illin g  t h a t  a ry  tim ber 

shou ld  be s o ld , e s p e c ia l ly  n ear r i v e r s ’ , ( i b i d , , H u ll MSS, L 470.

6 J u ly  1646) .  YYhitelocks a lso  t e s t i f i e s  to  th e  im portance  o f  hav ing  

f r i e n d s  to  speak f o r  one a t  com m ittees (See above pp.II7-

Some d iu rn a ls  and pam phlets shov/ed c o n s id e ra b le  h o s t i l i t y  to  

com m ittees. The S c o t t i s h  Dove c o rd ia l ly  d i s l ik e d  them a l l ,  though 

he seems to  have re se rv e d  h i s  w orst animus f o r  th e  County Com m ittees. 

’ I t  i s  too  t r u e ’ he w r i t e s  in  August 1646 , ’ t h a t  the name o f  Committees 

a re  f s i c j  n o t p le a s in g  to  the  people  o f  E ng land ’ . (E 349 (7 ) .  19 J u ly -  

2 A ug,1646) .  E a r l i e r  he  h ad  w r i t te n :  ’The House o f Commons.,,

o rd e re d  t h a t  th e  Committee o f  E>:aminations should  bee d is s o lv e d , 

and rem ains no lo n g e r; i t  i s  an in tr o d u c t io n  to m ore’ . (E 344 (9) , 

8-15 J u ly  1646) ,  The Dove had mary o th e r  r e fe re n c e s  o f  a s im i la r  

k in d . (E 304 ( 24) ,  B 5 1 0 (9 ) , E 311 (4 ) ,  (19) 3 3 1 9 (17 ), 3 3 2 2 (3 8 ),
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M ercurius Academicus a s s e r te d  t h a t :  ’The boyes a t  t h e i r  n ex t

game o f  c a rd s ,  in s te a d  o f c a l l i n g  f o r  a knave, w i l l  c a l l  f o r  

a comm ittee man’ . (Quoted by M ercurius B r i ta n n ic u s , S 3 1 8 (8 ) . 

19-26 J a n ,  1646 . In  Speculum A n g lie , a poem by C, M ercer o f  March 

1646, th e  fo llo w in g  l in e s  o c cu r:

’To th e  honourab le  Com mittees,

Nor l e t  n o t lo v e , n o r h a tre d , n o t th e  l u s t  

Of e a r th ly  th in g s ,  move th ee  to  be u n j u s t , . .

But now I  f e a r ,  t h a t  thou  w i l t  shalce th e  head .

And th in k  me sav /cie , f o r  th e  th in g  ye re a d ’ *

( S  327( 13 ) .  9 M ar.1646) .
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Note B, A ccu sa tio n s i n  1646 and 1647 th a t  p r iv a te  in d iv id u a ls

were e n ric h in g  them selves a t  p u b lic  expense.

Some o f  th e se  a c c u sa tio n s  were made in  sermons -  th e  m in is te r s

were o f te n  more outspoken t h a t  th e  new spapers dared  to  be . Antony

B urgess, p rea ch in g  to  th e  Commons on 25 F eb ru a iy  1646 s a id :  ’How

n e c e ssa iy  i s  i t  t h a t  yo u , whose la b o u r and p r a i s e  i t  i s  to  s e t  th e

Church and S ta te  a t  l i b e r t y  shou ld  have y o u r own h e a r ts  a ls o  a t

l ib e r ly  from  a l l  c o rru p t aim es and r e j e c t s ? ’ Thomas C ase, p rea ch in g

about th e  same tim e to  the  L ords, on The S e t-b a c k s  o f  R efo rm ation ,

d e c la re d  th a t  one cause o f  m isc a rr ia g e v 4 s  when th o se  in  a u th o r i ty
2

were a c t iv a te d  by p e rs o n a l  i n t e r e s t s .  A nother sermon. The P a la c e

o f  J u s t i c e , r e f e r r e d  to  th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f i m p a r t i a l i t y ,  no t fav o u rin g
3

f r i e n d s ,  i n c o r r u p t i b i l i t y ,  and th e  h a tre d  o f  b r ib e s .  Burroughs 

ad ju re d  h i s  h e a re r s  no t to  r e s e rv e  th e  ’w a te rs  o f  b le s s in g ’ f o r  

’Icinsmen, ny C o se n ,,,n y  B ro th e r , and such a o n e ’s Co sen ’ Among 

th e  newspapers only  the  Dove showed s im ila r  o u tsp o k en n ess. ’The 

kingdom i s  robbed and th e  th ie v e s  not p u r s u e d .. . th e  kingdom payes 

much; th e  p a rlia m e n t re c e iv e s  l i t t l e ,  God h e a re s  and s e e s ,  how 

P r iv a te  men seeke g re a t  th in g s  f o r  th em se lv es , and to  fe e d  t h e i r  

fancy  and f i l l  t h e i r  p u r s e s ,  seek  to engage th e  kingdome in  a new

1 . S 325 ( 5 ) .  25 Pebo
2 . E 329 (9 ) 25 Mar.
3 . E 337 ( 12) ,  12 May 1646 . S . Tor she 1 to  th e  Commons,
4 . E 351 (1 1 ) ,  P .29 .
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1
^mbroylement *. He p io u s ly  w ished t h a t  th e  county com m ittees

were f r e e  from  co v e to u sn e ss , and added: *I f e a re  i t  i s  n o t on ly
2

to  be found th e r e ,  b u t t h a t  i t  i s  e x a lte d  in to  h ig h e r p la c e s * .

M o n treu il dem onstra ted  th e  c u r re n t  cy n ic ism : *Fnat le a d s  me most

to  th in k  th a t  the k in g  w i l l  h o ld  ou t y e t  f o r  some tim e , i s  t h a t  those

most in  a u th o r i ty  in  p a rlia m e n t do no t w ish  to  put an end to  a war

from w hich they  d e riv e  much p ro f i t*  Buchanan spoke o f the

Independen ts ’h u n tin g  a f t e r  moneys and p re fe rm e n ts , and t h e i r  s e l f -

c o n c e its  and s e l f - lo v e  a re  so m an ife s t t h a t  they  cannot deny th e

two f i r s t  fundam ent a l l s  o f  P opery , am bition  and a v a r ic e  *

The w r i t e r  o f A Warning fo r  a l l  th e  C oun ties o f  England a lle g e d

t h a t  p r is o n e rs  fo r  d eb t had p e t i t io n e d  f o r  r e le a s e  and n o th in g  had

been done f o r  them, b u t:  ’Were i t  to  p a sse  an o rd in an ce  f o r  pay ing

t h i s  o r  t h a t  man among th em se lv es, h is  a r r e a r s ,  who h a p p ily  was

never o u t one penny, but h a th  r a th e r  re p a re d  a broken e s t a t e  (a s

i t  i s  w e ll  knowne many o f  them have) by th e  s e rv ic e  o f  th e  S ta te ,
5

they  would p re s e n t ly  o rd e r  a day to  d isp a tc h e  and passe  i t ’ .  A 

poem o f  164.7 ru n s :

’Y et such as have no s e rv ic e  done.

Nor e v e r d id  one h aza rd  run

1 . 3  555 (1 ) 22-30 A p r i l  1646 .
2 . 3 322 (38) 11-18 F eb . 1646 .
3. M o n tre i^ l C orrespondence, i ,  35. 13/23 Nov. 1645.
4 . 3 314 ( 1 5 ^  e x p la n a tio n  o f  some t r u t h s . . .
5 . 3 381 (13) .  24 Mar. 1647 (Thomason* s d a te )  .
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These w a rre s  I  d a re  be sw orne.

But la y  f o r  O ff ic e s  i n  w a ite  

Aiming to  g e t  a g r e a t  E s ta te ,

Get tho u san d s in  a morne*.^

I t  w i l l  be remembered th a t  i t  w as in  1646 t h a t  p a r lia m e n t was s a id

to  in te n d  th a t  a l l  o f f i c i a l s  h o ld in g  p la c e s  o f  t r u s t  should  ’accoun t

upon o a th  f o r  th e  p r o f i t t s  o f  t h e i r  p la c e  to  th e  S t a te ,  and bee
2

a llow ed  s tip e n d s  fo r  th e  ex ec u tio n  on ly* .

1 . S 374 ( 10) .  5 Feb. (Thomason* s d a te ) ,
2 . Aylmer, 434.
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Note G. The Independent group in  th e  Commons, 1645-46.

The fo llo w in g  M .P .s, one would judge from  Vfhitelocke 

(p r in te d  and MS), H o lies* s Memoirs, th e  Commons J o u r n a l s , and 

o th e r  so u rc e s , in c lu d in g  the  p r e s s  o f th e  tim e, were 39 o f  th e  

50 M .P.s a lle g e d  by H o lie s  to  have been r e l i a b l e  members o f  th e  

g roup . In  th e  case o f  th o se  marked * t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e  

adm its o f  some u n c e r ta in ty .

S ir  W illiam  Armine 

S i r  N a th a n ie l B a rn a rd is to n  

S i r  Thomas B a rrin g to n  

A lexander Bence $

S qu ire  Bence $

John B la k is to n  %

Samuel Browne

S i r  W illiam  C onstab le  $

M iles C orbet

O liv e r  Cromwell

S i r  Thomas D acres

Thomas E a r le

S i r  W alte r E a r le

S ir  John E velyn  o f  W il ts ,

N a th a n ie l F iennes

John  Glyn %

G ile s  Greene $

John  Gurdon a;

S i r  A rth u r  H e s i lr ig e

C o rn e liu s  H olland

John L is le

S ir  W illiam  Ma sham

Heniy M arten

S i r  Heniy Mildmay

Antony N icho l $

P e re g r in e  Pelham

W illiam  P ie r re p o n t

Ediïiund P rid eau x

S i r  Benjamin Eudyerd $

R obert Scawen
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O liv e r  S t .  John 

W illiam  S trode  

Zouch Tate

S i r  Henry Vane s e n io r

S i r  Heniy Vane ju n io r  

S i r  P e te r  W entworth 

S i r  Thomas W ith rin g to n  

John  Wyld.
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chap. i v .  R e la tio n s  w ith  th e  A nny,(1647-48J , \
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In tro d u o to iy  n o te
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In  t h i s  accoun t o f  Vane’ s p a r t  in  th e  complex ev en ts  o f

1647-48, as f a r  as i t  can be re c o n s tru c te d , (w hich i s  n o t v e iy

f a r ) ,  c o n s id e ra b le  r e l i a n c e  has been p la c e d  on r o y a l i s t  d iu m a l l s

o f  th e  tim e , p a r t i c u l a r l y  on M ercurius P rag m aticu s . These newspapers

a re  n o t u s u a lly  reg a rd ed  as tru s tv /o r th y  so u rc e s , and t h i s  use o f

m a te r ia l  re q u ire s  some e x p la n a tio n . The r o y a l i s t  d i u m a l l s  a re

alm ost th e  on ly  sou rce  o f  in fo rm a tio n  f o r  what was s a id  d u rin g

t h i s  p e r io d  by in d iv id u a l  M ,P .s . As d u rin g  th e  1645-6 y e a r s ,

th e re  a re  no p a rlia m e n ta ry  d i a r i e s ,  a p a r t  from H a rr in g to n ’ s very-

few p a g e s , no s e p a r a te s ,  and no in d iv id u a l  speeches i n  Rushv/or-bh.

T here a re  a very few  re fe re n c e s  in  n e w s - le t t e r s ,  bu t t h e i r

a u th e n t ic i ty  i s  open to  th e  same doub ts a s  th e  d i u m a l l s .  One

has th e r e f o r e  to  d e c id e  v /hether to  g iv e  any credence to  th e

m e rc u r ie s . They m ust o f  co u rse  be t r e a te d  w ith  r e s e rv e , f o r  they

a re  n o t f i r s t - h a n d  acco u n ts  o f p ro ceed in g s  in  th e  House, bu t one

must d e c id e  w hether to  d ism iss  them as -vsdiolly u n r e l ia b le ,  o r  to

c o n s id e r  each  r e p o r t  on i t s  m e r i ts .  P rag m aticu s seems to  have

been in te r e s t e d  in  Vane, and th e  s u b s ta n t ia l  t r u th  o f  h is  r e p o r ts  has

been accep ted  h e re . T his i s  p a r t l y  because  some o f th e  speeches
1

he r e p o r t s  have an a u th e n tic  r in g ,  a s  though someone had re p o r te d  

to  C lev e la n d , who was w r i t in g  P rag m atieus a t  t h i s  tim e , what th e  

l i s t e n e r  had a c tu a l ly  h e a rd . One p a r l ia m e n ta r ia n  j o u r n a l i s t  d id

1. See below pp.189,191*
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in  f a c t  a l le g e  t h a t  P ragm aticus had an in fo rm an t in  th e  Commons,

f o r ,  a d d re ss in g  the  Commons, and r e f e r r in g  to  P ra g m atic u s , he s a id :

poysonous s p id e r  hangs in  th e  cobw ebs.. .fe e d in g  on y o u r s e c r e t

c o u n c e lls  and vom its them up in  g a l l . . . i t  vd .ll no t be lab o u r l o s t

to  make in q u is i t io n  fo r  the im p o s to r , and hav ing  found him k ick e
1

him to  th e  d e v i l* . Moreover, w hat was s a id  in  London, which

was a much sm a lle r  c i t y  th an  i t  i s  now, by r o y a l i s t s  who were

in te r e s t e d  in  e v en ts  in  p a r l ia m e n t, may be given th e  b e n e f i t  o f
2

th e  doubt -  London was la rg e ly  r o y a l i s t ,  o r  a t  any r a t e  a n t i ­

p a r l ia m e n t, and th e r e  must have been many who would run  some r i s k

to  b r in g  in i 'o m a tio n  to  th e  r o y a l i s t  j o u r n a l i s t s  i n  t h e i r  h id in g -  
3

h o le s .  C e r ta in ly  C leveland*s acco u n ts  o f Vane’s speeches a re  

n o t a lvays w hat one v/ould expec t i f  th ey  were f a b r ic a t io n s  -  once 

o r  tw ice  thqy a re  even whal v/ould in  C lev e lan d ’ s view  be c r e d i ta b le

4to  Vane. I t  may be added t h a t  i n  th e  * re p u b lic  o f  s ilen ce*  

w hich P a rlia m e n t had i n  e f f e c t  s e t  up , news o f  any s o r t  was hard  

to  come by, and w hat th e re  was a c q u ire s  a d is p ro p o r t io n a te  im p o rtan ce . 

I t  i s  a lso  n e c e ssa iy  to  make c le a r  one u n d erly in g  assum ption

1 . M ercurius A n ti-M e rc u riu s , E 4 6 5 (1 1 ). 26 S e p t .-2  O c t.1 648 ,
2 . G ard iner (CIV. ,  ) i v ,  941 a c c e p ts  t h i s .  So, fo r  w hat i t  i s  

w o rth , does a r e l a t i v e ly  m oderate  P re s b y te r ia n  pam phlet.
C e rta in e  C o n s id e ra tio n s  touch ing  th e  P re se n t F a c tio n s  i n  th e  
K ing’s Dom inions, E 466(5%  ’Much th e  supernum erary p a r t  o f the  
C ity  a re  P r e s b y te r s ,  and a r e  av/ed only  by th e  a c t i v i t y  o f  th e  
Independent f a c t io n ;  who, w orking by a u th o r i ty  o f  th e  P a r lia m e n t, 
w ith  whom they  c o r r e ^ o n d  d a i l y . . .  *

5 . F or th e  j o u r n a l i s t s  in  h id in g  see  W, C lyde, Strung;le  f o r  Freedom 
o f  the  P r e s s , 1934, passim .

4 . See below , p .  177 ,
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th a t  i s  here  made. I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  in  v /r itin g  o f  th e  1645-6 p e rio d

i n  Vane’ s c a re e r  n o t to  take  s id e s  on th e  is s u e  o f  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty

o f  a ’ s a fe  and w ell-grounded* peace , b u t f o r  1647-8 i t  i s  im p o ssib le .

The view taken  here  i s  t h a t  i t  was n o t beyond th e  v /it o f  man to  d ev ise

a se ttle m e n t in  l6 4 7 , and s t i l l  more in  1648, in  s p i t e  o f  the  u n t r u s t -
1

w o rth in ess  o f  th e  k in g . To be l a s t i n g  i t  v/ould have had to  be a

compromise -  op in io n  was too  deeply d iv id e d  fo r  any th ing  e ls e  to be

p o s s ib le  -  and compromise was anathema to  some of th e  Independent

G randees, but th e  v o te  on 5 December 1648 shows th a t  i t  was p o s s ib le ,
2

o r  a t  any r a te  th a t  a m a jo r ity  o f  M .P.s thought so . At Newport 

C h arles  agreed to  g iv e  p a rliam en t c o n tro l  o f  th e  m i l i t i a  fo r  twenty 

y e a r s ,  to  s e t  up P re sb y te ria n ism  f o r  th r e e ,  to  l e t  th e  Houses d e a l 

w ith  I r e la n d  as they  chose . These were enormous c o n cess io n s , and 

the  k in g  could  no t be expected  to  s ig n  away th e  l iv e s  o f  h is  su p p o r te rs , 

th e  ’d e lin q u e n ts ’ , as w e l l .  The permanence of ary  s e ttle m e n t o f cou rse  

depended la rg e ly  on p u b lic  o p in io n , and on t h i s  th e  In d ep en d en ts’ h o ld  

one would judge to  have been very  shaky, as Vane was p robably  aware 

But th e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  a se ttle m e n t i s  th e  c r i t e r io n  by which h is  p o lic y  

must la rg e ly  be judged , and th e  assum ption here made i s  th a t  a s e t t l e ­

ment was p o s s ib le .

1 . That G ard iner was aware o f th e  dilemma i s  shown by h is  adm ission 
( C ^ . , iv ,  42) ,  th a t  th e  Engagement was s u b s ta n t ia l ly  th e  R e s to ra tio n
S e ttle m e n t, but he concluded th a t  the  s i tu a t io n  in  1647 and 1648
was r a d ic a l ly  d i f f e r e n t  because o f  th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  th e  two k in g s .

2 . The v o tin g  was 129-83. ^ . v i ,  93#
3# Though he i s  s a id  by C larendon to  have d ism issed  the  r i s in g s  as

few and co n te m p tib le . C larendon , R e b e llio n , iv ,  46I .
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1 60 .

The month o f  December I 646 was an im p o rtan t one f o r  th e  

fo r tu n e s  o f  th e  In d ep en d en ts , but Vane appears to have taken  

l i t t l e  p a r t  i n  a f f a i r s  in  p a rlia m e n t a t  t h a t  time* He was
1

api.X)inted to  h a l f  a dozen com m ittees between 1-31 December and
2

once Was named f i r s t ,  to  a f in a n c ia l  com m ittee, b u t th e r e  i s  no

d e f i n i t e  evidence th a t  he  was in  th e  Commons u n t i l  12 December,

when he p re s e n te d  a r e p o r t  from th e  Com missioners who had been s e n t  to

S c o tla n d , about the  payment f o r  th e  S co ts a n y H e  was one o f a

com m ittee two days l a t e r ,  to  d r a f t  a r e p ly  to  th e  S c o ts , who had

w anted some more r e l i a b l e  s e c u r i ty  f o r  th e  payment o f  t h e i r  £300,000
4than  th e  p u b lic  f a i t h  -  Vane as u s u a l  was being  employed when th e re

was a d e l i c a te  p ie c e  o f  fo rm u la tio n  to  be done. T here i s  no ev idence
5

t h a t  he was p re s e n t  i n  the  House ag a in  u n t i l  28 December. In  th e  

i n t e r v a l ,  round about C hristm as Day 1646 , th e  P re s b y te r ia n s  had 

g a in ed  a m a jo r ity  in  th e  House, and from  then u n t i l  th e  .n y  

in te r v e n t io n  in  June 1647 they  m a in ta in ed  i t . ^  Vane’ s absence 

from  th e  House in  December i s  e x tr a o rd in a ry .  At th e  beginn ing  o f  

December one o r two o f  th e  d iv is io n s  were co m p ara tiv e ly  c lo s e ,^  

and Vane’s v o te  and in f lu e n c e  one would have thought im p o rtan t to

T. CJ.V, 1 , 8 , 12 (2) ,  30 , 31, 33o :
2 . I b id . . 8 . 10 D e c .1647 .
3 . I b id . , 11.
4 . I b id . . 12.
5 . I b i d . , 31 . (One o f  a com m ittee o rd e re d  to  w ithdraw  and d r a f t  a

c la u s e  in  th e  agreem ent v /ith  th e  S c o t s ) ,
6. See Note A a t  end o f  c h a p te r .
7 . I b id . On 7 Dec. H o lie s  had a m a jo r ity  o f  4  o n ly , and on 12 and

14 D ec. was a c tu a l ly  d e fe a te d .
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th e  In d ep en d en ts . V ane’s reco rd  f o r  th e  n ex t fo u r months i s  even 

more b a f f l in g .  He was appo in ted  to  o n ly  seven com m ittees, on 

s ix  s e p a ra te  d ay s, d u rin g  the whole p e r io d .  He can be s a id
2

w ith  c e r ta in ty  to  have been i n  th e  H ouse once o n ly , on 11 May.

There i s  no in d ic a t io n  o f  h is  p resen ce  in  th e  House betw een 5

Ja n u a ry  and 6 F ebruary  1 647 a t  a l l ,  and h i s  name i s  m issin g  from

many com m ittees to  w hich one v/ould th in k  tiie House would have

w ished  to  appo in t him -  f o r  example th e  comm ittee o f 9 Jan u a ry

s e t  up to  examine ihidrew B u r r e l l ’ s book about th e  navy .^  He was

p re s e n t  a t  on ly  th re e  o f  th e  s ix  A dm iralty  comm ittee m eetings in

Januai;^^, none a f t e r  12 Ja n u a ry , and o n ly  two o f th e  tw elve m eetings

in  F e b ru a ry , but he had n o t been a f re q u e n t  a t  te n d e r  a t  t h i s

com m ittee , a t  ary r a t e  s in c e  O ctober 1646 , when th e  re c o rd  o f

th e  com m ittee f o r  t h i s  p e r io d  b e g in s .^

The weak p o s i t io n  o f  th e  Independen ts in  th e  House du ring  th e

f i r s t  s ix  months o f  l647  has no t re c e iv e d  enough a t t e n t i o n .

H e s i l r ig e  and S i r  John Evelyn o f  W il ts h i r e  were f ig h t in g  a lo s in g

b a t t l e  a g a in s t  H o lie s  and S ta p le to n  -  th e  d iv is io n s  sliow t h i s ,  and

o b s e rv e rs  comment on i t . ^  On 8 March H e s i l r ig e  and Evel^m were

TI On 5 and 2 ^  J a n . , 6 F e b ., 22 and 27 M ar., 6 A p r i l .  C J .v ,
42-134, passim . On s e v e ra l  o th e r  o ccasio n s e i t h e r  he o r  h is  
f a th e r  was nom inated , b u t th e  J o u rn a ls  do no t in d ic a te  v/hich.

2 . I b i d . ,1 67 . O rdered to  v/ithdraw  and p re p a re  a s ta te m e n t.
3 . I b i d . ,4 7 .B u r r e l l ’ s book, on the re fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  navy (E 335 

( 8 ) ,  r e s u l te d  i n  th e  s e t t i n g  up o f a com m ittee to  c o n s id e r  th e  
b u ild in g  o f  fo u r  new f r i g a t e s .

4 . See Note 8 , chap . v .
5 . B e rk e ley ’s M emoirs, H a rle ia n  M isc e lla ry , i x ,  471; Wildman’s

Putney/ P r o j e c t s , E 421 (9 ) ;  C larendon IvîSS, 2417, 2495 (news­
l e t t e r s ) .
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t e l l e r s  a g a in s t  fo rc in g  th e  o f f i c e r s  in  F a i r f a x ’ s army to

conform to  th e  governm ent o f  th e  church e s ta b l is h e d  by b o th

Houses ( i . e .  to  th e  p r e s b y te r ia n  sy stem ).^  On 3 March F a ir f a x

h im se lf  was narrow ly saved from  being  superseded  as commander-

2in - c h ie f  by a p r e s b y te r ia n .  C o lonel C rav es. L ilb u m e  in  

March, r a t e d  Cromwell f o r  ’b e tra y in g  us in to  the  ty r a n n ic a l  c lu tc h e s  

o f  H o lie s  and S ta p le to n ’ and a n o th e r  pam ph le teer saw a p roposed  

o rd e r  t h a t  a l l  M .P.s shou ld  ta k e  th e  Covenant a s  a s tro k e  by H o lies  

and S ta p le to n  to  enab le  them to  c o n tro l  th e  H ouse.^

What then  was Vane doing  d u rin g  th e s e  months? The A dm iralty  

com m ittee m inutes a re  m ost i n s t r u c t iv e  on t h i s  p o in t .  D uring  th e  

e a r ly  months o f  1647 Vane was admittedl^^ an in f re q u e n t  a t  te n d e r , 

b u t i n  June and Ju ly  h is  a tte n d a n c e s  sank to  a v e iy  low ebb -  he 

made o n ly  one a tten d a n ce  d u rin g  th e  whole o f  th e  tv/o n in th s .  There 

were o f c o u rse  no m eetings du ring  e a r ly  A ugust, when th e  Amy had 

come to  London, and P a rlia m e n t and c i t y  were in  th e  th ro e s  o f  th e  

c r i s i s .  He a tte n d e d  however on 11 August when th e  i s s u e  betw een 

Independen ts and P re s b y te r ia n s  was s t i l l  i n  th e  b a la n ce . He was

1 . C J .v , 108.
2 . I b i d . ,106 . Tne name o f  F a i r f a x ’s r i v a l  i s  g iven  in  E 381 ( 2 l .  

G ard iner d e s c r ib e s  Graves as a P r e s b y te r ia n .( C.W. , i i i , 2 3 9 ;.
See a lso  E bd ,C la rendon  MS 2563.

3 . Jo n a h ’ s C iy ; E 4 0 0 (5 ). 25 Mar. l6 4 7 .
4 . A w arning f o r  a l l  th e  C oun ties o f  E ng land , E 3 8 l ( l3 ) ,
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n o t a t  th e  m ee tings on 13 and 14 August f o r  re a so n s  which one

can on ly  g u e ss , b u t which a re  n o t d i f f i c u l t  to  guess -  he was p robab ly

consu lting ; w ith  th e  Arrry. But a f t e r  16 A ugust, when H o lies

and f iv e  o th e rs  o f  th e  impeached P re s b y te r ia n s  f l e d  and th e  Army

ascendancy over p a rlia m e n t was e s ta b l is h e d ,  a sudden change came

o v e r Vane and he began to  a tte n d  r e g u la r ly .  On 9 Septem ber, when

th e  Independen ts w ith  Arny su p p o rt had e s ta b l is h e d  f irm  c o n tro l

o v e r th e  Commons ( a t  l e a s t  t e n p o r a r i ly ) ,  f iv e  M .P .s , fo u r  o f  whom

were t r i e d  and t r u s t y  In d ep en d en ts , R ains bo roiAgh, S i r  ^

Henry Mildmay, N a th a n ie l Pynes, and M arten, to g e th e r  w ith  Vane
1

s e n io r ,  were added to  th e  A dm iralty  com m ittee. Pour p e e r s ,  one 

o f  whom was M ancheste r, now s a id  by P ragm aticus to  be a c lo s e
2 3

c o n fid a n t o f  Crom well, a lso  jo in e d  i t .  I t  i s  obv ious th a t  th e  

Independen ts were d e te rm in ed ly  s e iz in g  c o n tro l  o f  t h i s  com m ittee. 

W ithout t h i s  i t  would p robab ly  have been in p o s s ib le  to  send f o r  

B a tte n , as was done a few days l a t e r ,  and in  e f fe c t ,  t o  d ism iss  h im .^  

Prom t h i s  tim e u n t i l  10 December 1647, when Vane had leav e  o f  

absence fo r  h e a l th  re a so n s , h i s  re c o rd  o f  a tte n d a n c e  a t  th e  com m ittee 

was much b e t t e r .

1 . Adm, 7 /6 7 3 , f .3 7 6 .
2 . E 4 1 0 (19 ).
3 .  M anchester, M ulgrave, Grey and Hov/ard. U . i x .  430.
4 .  Adm. 7/ 673, f , 3 8 l .  17 S e p t. 1647. P ragm aticus (E 4 0 7 (i8 ) a s s e r t s

th a t  B a tten  was a man o f  no r e l i g io n ,  but belonged to  th e
P re s b y te r ia n  f a c t io n ,  and t h i s  accords w ith  B a tte n ’s own
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  jo in in g  th e  r o y a l i s t s  i n  1 648. (A D e c la ra tio n  
o f  S i r  W illiam  B a tte n . 3460 (13 ).
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Now acco rd in g  to  n e w s - le t te r s  o f  F ebruary  to  A p r i l  1647 Vane 

and Cromwell were d e l ib e r a te ly  fo rb e a r in g  to  a t te n d  th e  Commons.

(A ll  th rough  1647 and 1648 Vane’s name i s  coup led  w ith  Cromwell’ s 

as  though t h e i r  a s s o c ia t io n  was a v/ell-knovn f a c t ) .  H o lie s  w ro te  

th a t  Cromwell and h is  f r i e n d s  p u rp o se ly  ab sen ted  them selves from  th e  

Committee o f  Both Kingdoms a t  t h i s  tim e ,^  and th e re  i s  some ev idence  

f o r  May 1647 to  con firm  t h i s . ^  In  f a c t  because Cromv/ell and Vane

cou ld  n o t c o n tr o l  tlie  House and i t s  im p o rtan t com m ittees th ey  re fu s e d

to  a t te n d  as an in e f f e c t iv e  m in o r i ty .  T his c e r t a in ly  does n o t 

in d ic a te  a dem ocra tic  accep tance  o f th e  w i l l  o f  th e  m a jo r i ty . On the  

o th e r  hand. H o lie s  and S ta p le to n  were n o t using  t h e i r  power i n  a w ise  

and to le r a n t  m anner, as t h e i r  d e te rm in a tio n  p r e c i p i t a t e ly  to  d isband  

th e  Army, la rg e ly  In d ep en d en t, showed. Vane in  p a r t i c u l a r  must have 

been f u r io u s ly  in d ig n a n t when th e  House o rd e re d  in  F eb ru ary  t h a t  th e  

new d e fen ce  works a t  Raby, wnich he had  been a t  such p a in s  to  o b ta in  

on ly  th e  y e a r  b e fo re , w ere to be ’ s l i g h te d ’ , and th e  g a r r is o n  s e n t  away, 

le a v in g  th e  c a s t l e  v u ln e ra b le  to  y e t  a n o th e r  a s s a u l t .  I t  may be no ted  

in c id e n ta l ly  th a t  Vane’ s p o lic y  o f  a b s te n t io n  was n o t fo llo w ed  by 

H e s i l r ig e .  He a ss id u o u s ly  a tte n d e d  th e  Commons and le d  th e  d o u b tle ss

1 . G.H. F i r t h ,  e d . S e le c tio n s  from  th e  P ap ers  o f  W illiam  C la rk e ,
1891-1 901 , i ,  p r e f a c e ,  x v i i i ;  B odl. C larendon MS 2504.

2 , See below .
5 . H o lie s , Memoirs, 257-8 .
4 . L e t te r s  in  May from th e  Committee, se n t to  th e  A n y ,  a re  signed

by H o lie s , S ta p le to n , and o th e r s ,  b u t no t by Vane. C larke P a p e rs , 
i ,  107, 114 , 115 . The Day Books o f th e  Committee f o r  1646 and 1 é47 
a re  n o t e x ta n t ,  and th e  c o p ie 3 o f  L e t te r s  Sent ( S .P .2 l / 25) have no 
s ig n a tu re s  f o r  t h i s  p e r io d .

5 . ^ . v ,  98.
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d ish e a r te n e d  Independen ts d u rin g  th e  e a r ly  months o f  1647, and
1

a t  th e  Aarairalty Committee a lso  was a more freq u en t a tten d er  than  

Vane, One se e s  here a d if fe r e n c e  in  ch aracter  between th e two men.

There a re  numerous re fe re n c e s  d u rin g  1647 and 1648 to  th e  c lo se  co­

o p e ra t io n  between Vane and Cromwell, and a l l  th e  s ig n s  a re  t h a t  i t  

was a t  t h i s  tim e th a t  they  became in t im a te .  L ilb u rn e , w r i t in g  in  

F eb ru ary  l6 4 7 , accused  Vane and S t .  Jo h n , ’ those  w o rld ly -w ise  p r u d e n t i a l l  

men*, o f  p r  v e n tin g  h is  r e l e a s e ,  and accused  Cromwell o f  be ing  * le d

by th e nose* -  a metaphor h is  read ers w ould en joy , fo r  Cromwell’s nose
2

was a c o n s ta n t  s u b je c t  o f  d e r is io n  -  by th e  two men. And, w rote 

L ilb u m e ; ’never was I  so a f r a id  o f  a l l  mine enem ies, a s  o f  d iv e rs  

th e  g r e a t  ones I  have looked  upon as y o u r [crom w ell’ s j  c h ie f  

c o u n s e l lo r s ’ . The a u th o r  o f  W estm inster P r o j e c t s , who L ilb u rn e  a s s e r te d  

to  be # ildm an, d e c la re d  t h a t :  ’long b e fo re  th e  b reak in g  ou t o f  th e  

e m y ’ -  th e  impeachment o f  th e  e leven  M .P .s in  J ’jine 1647 -  ’Lord Say,

Lord W harton, L ie u t.  G en era l Cromwell, young S i r  Henry Vane, S t .  Jo h n , 

F in e s , ana th e  r e s t ,  who now opp resse  th e  p e o p le , had t h e i r  p r iv a te  

c o u n c e ls ’ ,^  and th a t  th e  d e s ig n  ’was, i s ,  and i s  l ik e  to  b e , th a t  th e se  

few men s h a l l  ho ld  th e  raynes o f  Government in  t h e i r  own hands, n o t 

f o r  a y e a r e ,  b u t f o r  e v e r ’ . He a lso  accused  th e  Independen ts o f  no t 

removing th e  P re s b y te r ia n s  from th e  House in  Ju n e , in  o rd e r  to  r e t a in  

t h e i r  h e lp  a g a in s t  th e  L e v e l le r s ,  and o f a tte m p tin g  to  se cu re  the  

suppo rt o f  a le a d in g  P re s b y te r ia n , S i r  G i lb e r t  G erra rd , by making

1. Adm. 7/ 673, ; passim .
2 . Jonah’s  C iy , E 4 0 0 (3 ) .
3 . E 435 (1 3 ) .  23 M ar. 1648 ,
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him C h an ce llo r o f th e  I)u.cry -  a p o s t  which G erra rd  had c e r t a in ly  j u s t  

1been g iv e n .

In  Septem ber L ilb u rn e , cop ied  w ith in  th e  week by P ra g m a tic u s ,

a sse r te d  th a t  Cromwell was ’g lu ed  in  i n t e r e s t ’ to  ’ th ose  fo u re

sons o f  M a c h ia v e l.. . th e  Lord Say, th e  Lord W harton, young s i r  Heniy

V aine, and S o l i c i t o r  S t .  Jo h n , w h o ,. . .n e v e r  in  t h e i r  l iv e s  s to o d

f u r th e r  f o r  th e  j u s t  l i b e r t y  o f  the  Commons o f  England, th e n  m ight

he lp e  them to  p u l l  downe th o se  g r e a t  men th a t  s to o d  in  th e  way o f

t n e i r  p re fe rm e n t’ . He a lso  d e c la re d  th a t  th e  A g ita to r s  had no t been

removed from  the  Aimy, so t h a t  Cromwell m ight use t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  as a

th r e a t ,  to  make th e  P re s b y te r ia n s  o f  th e  ’J u n to ’ do and say what he

p le a se d , and t h a t  in  t h i s  d esig n  ’p re c io u s  young S i r  Henry Vane* was 
2

p le a se d  to  j o i n .  In  O ctober P ragm aticus a g a in  r e f e r r e d  to  Vane as 

Cromwell’ s m outhpiece in  th e  Commons,^ and L ilb u m e  w rote o f  th e  two 

men as working c lo se ly  to g e th e r ,  ’I  c le a r ] y  see Cromwell’ s and V aine’s 

d e s ig n , w hich i s  to  keep th e  poo re  peop le  e v e r la s t in g ly  ( i f  they  can) 

in  bondage and s la v e r ie *  In  November P ragm aticus d e sc r ib e d  Wharton

as Cromwell’ s m outhpiece i n  th e  L ords, and Vane as h i s  to o l  i n  the

1 . G e rra rd  was vo ted  t h i s  o f f i c e  on 13 F eb . 1648. ^ , v ,  493# '
2 . E 407(41 ) .  Two L e t te r s . . .T o  C o l. Henry M artin . P ragm aticus i s

E 410(4 ) ,  28 S e p t ,-6  O c t. 1647. L ilb u rn e , in  an o th e r pam phlet a t
t h i s  t im e , ag a in  a t ta c k s  th e  ’most base and wicked ju g l in g s  o f  
Lord G en era l Cromwell, and h is  son I r e to n ;  whose power and 
i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  Arrry (by th o se  fo u re  g rand  ju g le rs*  m eans, v iz .
Lord Say, Lord Vi/harton, young S i r  Henry V aine, and S o l i c i t e r  
S t .  John ) i s  now v ig o ro u s ly  improved to  su p p o rt and upho ld  th e  L ords’
u s u rp a t io n s ’ . B M .1i04*a.16(l ) .  I t  w i l l  be remembered th a t  Cromwell
c a l le d  Vane a ’ ju g g le r ’ when th e  Runp was e x p e lle d  in  l633*

3 . S 4 1 0 (1 9 ). 3-12 O ct. 1647 .
4 .  3 407(41 ) .  Two L e t t e r s . .»  22 S e p t. l6 4 7 .
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4
Commons.

Vane’ s own p o l i t i c a l  aims and a c t i v i t i e s  a re  veiy  d i f f i c u l t  to  

t ra c e  d u rin g  1 647. On 14 June  D r. D enton, a London p h y s ic ia n , 

and c lo se  f r i e n d  o f a P r e s b y te r ia n  M .F ., w ro te  to  S ir  R alph V erney,

’ I  have only s e v e ra l  c o l l e c t io n s  f o r  grounds and th o se  n o t ve iy  

a u th e n tic ,  t h a t  the Sco ts and a P re s b y te r ia n  p a r ty  th e re  in  p a rlia m e n t 

o f  some members, no t w ithou t th e  co u n se l o f  th e  Queen o r  some French 

p a r ty , had a d e sig n  o f  c a rry in g  th e  King in to  S c o tla n d , and to  s e t  him 

up in  th e  head o f  an army th e r e ,  and to  b r in g  him up to  London, and so to 

q u e l l  the  Independen t p a r ty ;  b u t i f  I  r i g h t ly  g u e ss , a f a l s e  P re s b y te r ia n  

f a t h e r  b e tra y e d  them to  h i s  Independen t son* .^  Another l e t t e r ,  a lso  

quoted by F i r t h  in  h is  in tro d u c tio n  to  th e  C la rk e  P a p e rs , m entions 

th e  S c o tt is h  in v a s io n  p la n , and was w r i t te n  on the  same d a te ,^

S. R, G a rd in e r, w h o ,it  i s  c l e a r ,  n o tic e d  how o f te n  Vane and Cromwell 

were a s s o c ia te d  in  p e o p le ’ s minds a t  th e  tim e , i d e n t i f i e d  th e  Vanes 

as th e  f a t h e r  and son o f  D enton’ s l e t t e r ,  and w ro te ; ’Je  may be su re  

th a t  i f  Vane knew th e  s e c r e t ,  Cromwell knew i t  to o ’ . G ard in er though t 

th a t  i t  was knowledge o f  t h i s  p l o t  th a t  le d  Cromwell to  s a n c tio n  the 

removal o f  th e  King from Holmby. This assumes th a t  Vane, and th e re fo re  

Cromwell, knew o f  th e  p lo t  a t  th e  end o f  May, when th e  famous m eeting  

a t  Cromwell’ s house was h e ld . But both  th e  l e t t e r s  v/hich m ention  th e  

p lo t  a re  d a te d  14 Ju n e . Would th e  v r i t e r s  have been so l a t e  w ith  t h e i r  

news? I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  D unfeim line l e f t  w ith  in s t r u c t io n s  from  the
_  g  7(20).
2 . O larke P a p e r s , o p . c i t . , 1 , p re fa c e , xxv. Denton was a f r i e n d  o f  

S i r  Roger Burgoyne.
3 . I b i d . .  135.
4 . ÇW., i i i ,  265.
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E n g lish  P re s b y te r ia n s  and th e  S c o ts , f o r  th e  Queen, on 20 May, bu t i f

Cromwell nad heard  as e a r ly  as t h a t ,  th e  s e iz u re  o f  th e  k ing  a t  Holmby

would su re ly  have been c a r r ie d  o u t b e fo re  4  Ju n e . I t  seems more

l ik e ly  t h a t  Cromwell was a n t ic ip a t in g  th e  se iz u re  o f  th e  k in g  by

p a r l ia m e n t. ( i n c i a e n t a l ly  in  th e  new spapers Jo y c e ’ s name too  i s

o f te n  coup led  w ith  Cromwell’s ) .  Denton can h a rd ly  have been r e f e r r in g

to  any o th e r s  than  th e  two Vanes, and i t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  he too

assumed th e  c lo se  c o -o p e ra tio n  between Vane and Cromwell t h a t  s e v e ra l

o b se rv e rs  n o te d . B ut i t  would seem u n l ik e ly  th a t  Vane was d i r e c t l y

re s p o n s ib le  f o r  the  rem oval o f  C h arle s  from  Holmby. C u rio u s ly  enough,

on 27 May he and h is  f a th e r  were t e l l e r s  on o p p o s ite  s id e s  f o r  a

d iv is io n  in  th e  House. But i t  does n o t seem p ro b ab le  t h a t  t h i s  was

th e  M acch iav e Ilian  scheme L ilb u m e  d e te c te d  to  delude p eo p le  in to

th in k in g  t h a t  th e  two were a t  o d d s ,fo r  S ta p le to n  and H o lie s , those

P re s b y te r ia n  in s e p a ra b le s ,  a ls o  vo ted  on d i f f e r e n t  s id e s  on t h i s  q u e s tio n
2

o f  th e  m as te rsh ip  o f  a h o s p i ta l  in  W il t s h i r e .  U n fo r tu n a te ly , th e re  

i s  no ev idence  about t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e  o f th e  e ld e r  Vane a t  t h i s  

tim e , though th e re  arte in d ic a t io n s  i n  9548 t h a t  he  .and h i s  son h e id  

s im i la r  v iew s.^

In  June Vane was one o f  th e  com m issioners ap p o in ted  to  go to  
4

th e  Army. H o lie s  was su re  t h i s  was ’a th in g  l a i d ’ , t h a t  i s ,  a p l o t ,  

and had th e  same e f f e c t  t h a t  th e  appointm ent o f  a com nittee  o f  o f f i c e r  

M .P .s had had e a r l i e r ,  i t  p u t  th e  d i f f e r e n t  b ranches o f  the  A r m y  to g e th e r .

1 . S i r  Lewis Dyve, r e ly in g  no doubt on L ilb u m e , inform ed C h a rle s  th a t
th e  A n ^  were a f r a id  o f  th e  k in g ’s rem oval from  Holmby by th e  
’P re s b y te r ia n  p a r t y ’ . Dyve, 36.

2 . C J.v , 187,
3 . See beloWf
4 . C J.v , 201. 7 Ju n e .
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•1 ^  
the  b e t t e r  to  ’ c o n tr iv e  and la y  t h e i r  b u s in e s s ’ . He presum ably

meant th a t  Vane (whom he named f i r s t  among th e  com m issioners),

Scawen and th e  o th e r  p a r lia m e n t envoys p la y e d  a double game,

p e rsu ad in g  th e  Array to  fo llo w  a p o lic y  ag reed  among th em se lv es . I t

i s  most t a n t a l i s i n g  t h a t  th e re  i s  no re c o rd  o f  what Vane was doing

w hile  he was w ith  the  Army, d u rin g  th e  fo llo w in g  s ix  v i t a l  w eeks. \ î i th

b is  u su a l  p ro m p titu d e  he l e f t  a t  once when ap p o in ted  -  p e rh ap s W hite locke’ s

remexk th a t  th e  com m issioners ’went away t h i s  d%r’ c o n ce a ls  th e  f a c t

th a t  he too though t th e  m iss io n  ’a th in g  l a i d ’ , s in c e  Vane and th e

o th e rs  cou ld  lea v e  so q u ick ly ^  -  and worked h a rd , ( in  J u ly  Cromwell

to ld  B erk e ley  t h a t  he co u ld  n o t se e  him u n t i l  te n  o ’c lo ck  a t  n ig h t ,

because he was s i t t i n g  w ith  th e  comm ittee o f  p a r lia m e n t, and should

no t r i s e  t i l l  th e n ) .^  That Vane was th e  dom inating  f ig u re  among th e

com niss ioners canno t be d o u b ted , f o r  Scawen and Povey, and even Skippon,

were no t p o l i t i c i a n s  o f  h is  s ta n d in g . A ccording to  th e  in fo rm a tio n

S ir  Lewis Dyve re c e iv e d  from  L ilb u rn e , Vane was in  London in  J u ly ,  f o r

W atson, th e  Amy S c o u t-m a ste r, and th e  com m issary. D r. S to n e , were

s ta y in g  in  town to  n e g o tia te  w ith  Vane, S t .  John  and o th e r s  o f  t h e i r

p a r ty  in  b o th  H ouses, ’ to  aavance t h e i r  owne dangerous d é s ig n é s , w herin

some o f th e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  a rn y , no t w ith o u t j u s t  c au se , a re  su spec ted

to  be o f  th e  same c o n fe d e ra c y ’ .^  (Watson and Stone a re  l a t e r  s a id  by

1. H o lie s , Memoirs. 242,
2 . Y d iite locke , i i ,  133. 2 J u ] y .
3 . B e rk e ley , 0£ .  c i t . . 472; G J.v . 264.
4 . Dyve, 68. 19 J u ly  1647.
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1
a d i î 'f e r e n t  a u th o r i ty  to  have in f lu e n c e d  V ane). But when a t

th e  beg inn ing  o f  A ugust, a f t e r  th e  d is o r d e r s  in  and n e a r  p a rliam e n t

on 26 J u ]y ,  a Commons m essenger was s e n t  to  p a r l ia m e n t’ s conm issioners

a t  High Wycombe, he d e l iv e re d  p a r l ia m e n t’ s l e t t e r  to Vane, and th e

Commons J o u rn a l  accoun t rea d s  as though i t  was Vane who p h rased  the 
2

r e p ly .  That the London mob h e ld  Vane re sp o n s ib le  f o r  th e  a c tio n s

o f  th e  Independent p a r ty  in  p a rlia m e n t i s  shown by t h e i r  th r e a t  to

c u t  him to p ie c e s  th e  day a f t e r  th e  Independen ts had opposed b rin g in g

th e  k in g  to  London^ -  though in  f a c t  Vane was w ith  th e  Amy a t

S t .  A lbans t h a t  d a y ,^  and i t  was S t ,  Jo n n , Bÿnes and H e s i l r ig e  v/ho had

opposed th e  P re s b y te r ia n  le a d e r s ,  A l i t t l e  l a t e r  L ilb u rn e  was say ing

th a t  ne would r a th e r  c u t Vane’s t h r o a t  th an  H o lie s ’ s ,^  though w hether

because Vane was co v e to u s , o r  an a n t i - L e v e l le r ,  o r  because he was

p re v e n tin g  L ilb u rn e ’ s r e le a s e ,  he a id  n o t say .

How f a r  Vane was a c t in g  in  c o -o p e ra tio n  w ith  th e  Amy le a d e rs ,  and

w ith  which le a d e rs ,  we do n o t know. But he must have been v e iy  c lo s e
6

to  I r e to n  a t  l e a s t ,  f o r  i t  was Vane who p re se n te d  I r e t o n ’s ’Heads o f  

th e  P ro p o s a ls ’ to  th e  H ouse.^ I t  i s  rem arkable t h a t  I r e to n  d id  no t do

1 , See below , p .  184.
2 . g ^ .v ,  264 .
3# C larke  P a p e rs , o p . c i t . , i .  136.
4 .  C J .v , 210.
5 . C la rk e  P a p e rs , o p , c i t . ,  i ,  138*
6 . Dyve’ 8 in fo rm an t (p robab ly  L ilb u m e )  s ta te d  th a t  Vane and I r e to n  

were members o f th e  ’J u n to ’ in  S e p t . Dyve, 89.
7 . C J .v , 268.  6 Aug, I r e to n  was a p p a re n tly  n o t p o p u la r  in  p a r l ia m e n t. 

A b b o tt, L e t te r s  and Speeches o f  O liv e r  Cromwell, i i ,  73.
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t h i s  h im s e lf ;  perhaps he was n o t a good sp eak e r, o r  p e rh ap s  i t

was though t more p o l i t i c  f o r  a c iv i l i a n  to  in tro d u c e  them. Wildmanj

and o th e r s  b e lie v e d , p ro b ab ly  r i g h t l y ,  t h a t  the N ew castle P ro p o s it io n s

which were s e n t to  th e  k in g  in  September 1647 were n o t s e n t  w ith  any

genuine d e s i r e  f o r  t h e i r  a ccep tan ce ; th e  p la n  was t h a t  th e  House,

o u t o f  sh e e r  d e s p e ra t io n , would a llow  th e  ’Heads o f  th e  P ro p o s a ls ’

to  be p u t forw ard as a b a s i s  f o r  p eace , s in c e  th e  P re s b y te r ia n

N ew castle P ro p o s itio n s  w ere n o t .  Wildman though t t h i s  was an o th e r

’M a c h iv ilia n ’ scheme on th e  p a r t  o f th e  Independen t G randees. When

the  k in g  r e je c te d  the  N ew castle  p r o p o s i t io n s ,  however, a p ro p o sa l t h a t

no more a d d re sse s  shou ld  be made to  th e  k in g  was p u t fo rw ard  in  th e

Commons, d o u b tle s s  by th e  L e v e lle r s .  T h is  would have doomed th e  ’Heads

o f the  P ro p o s a ls ’ , and when th e  is s u e  was in  doub t, th e r e  w as, acco rd ing

to  Wildman, ’ a C ab inet C ouncell o f  th e  G ra n d ee s .. .S i r  John  E v e lin g ,

Mr. W illiam  P ie r p o in t ,  and Mr. Synes, S i r  Heniy Vane, Cromwell, and

I r e to n ,  cum pauo is a l i i s  : and 0 how was th e  q u in te ssen ce  o f  t h e i r

br a in e s  e x tra c te d , in  p la u s ib le  argum ents f o r  a new a d o re sse  to  th e

K ing !. . .a n d  I  conclude from  th a t  ev en t, t h a t  in  such a c a b in e t  o o u n c e ll

th e  q u e s tio n  was f i r s t  concluded  in  th e  a f f i rm a t iv e ,  and th e n  th e  d eb a te

on th e  q u e s tio n  was managed in  th e  House, w ith  much seeming so lem n ity* .

N e v e r th e le s s , th e  House seemed d isp o se d  to  vo te  f o r  no a d d re ss e s ,

whereupon, acco rd ing  to  V/'ildman, ’one o f  th e  same co n fed e racy ’ to ld

th e  House t h a t  th e  Anny w ished f o r  a n o th e r  approach to  be made to  th e
1

k in g , and so d eba te  ended . Wildman’ s v e rs io n  o f  Vane’ s a t t i tu d e
Ï1 Wildman, Putney P r o j e c t s , E 4 2 1 (1 9 ). 4 3 . B odl. C larendon MSS 2383, 

2602( n e w s - le t te r s )  g iv e  a s im ila r  v e rs io n  of e v e n ts .
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to  th e  v o te  o f no a d d re sse s  f in d s  c o rro b o ra tio n  in  B e rk e ley , who

w rote t h a t  a f t e r  M arten had moved t h i s  v o te  in  Septem ber ’bo th

Cromwell and I r e to n ,  w ith  Vane and a i l  t h e i r  f r i e n d s ,  seconded w ith
1g re a t  r e s o lu t io n  t i i i s  d e s i r e  o f  h is  m a je s ty ’ f o r  a t r e a t y .  A pparen tly  

V-ne was adop ting  a g e n e ra l ly  c o n c i l ia to r y  a t t i tu d e  to  th e  k ing  a t  

t h i s  t im e ,fo r  C larendon’ s co rresp o n d en t S i r  Edward Ford  w ro te  o f  

Cromwell and I r e to n :  ’Of l a t e  they  have spoken much in  the  K ing’s

2b e h a lf ,  seconded by young H ariy  Vane, Mr, S o l i c i t o r ,  and Mr, F ie n n es’ .

I t  would h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  fcnov/ how Vane k e p t u p  t h e  c o n ta c t  w ith  

Cromwell and I r e to n  which th e  p a ssa g es  quoted im p ly . He would n o t have 

to  g o , as P ragm aticus a lle g e d  Wharton d id , to  Putney every week to  ’do 

homage’ to th e  g randees o f th e  A ray ,^  f o r  Vane s t i l l  had h is  o f f i c i a l  

p o s i t io n  as one o f  p a r l ia m e n t’ s com m issioners to  th e  A n y , which he 

cou ld  make use o f  when he w ould . On Wednesday, 13 September he re p o r te d  

from  th e  com m issioners r e s id e n t  w ith  th e  Army t h a t  s in c e  th e  p re v io u s  

F rid ay  th ey  had ’’t r e a t e d ’ w ith  th e  A m y’s com m issioners, and had 

snov/n them where any th in g  in  th e  A n y ’ s p ro p o sa ls  was c o n tra ry  to  v o tes  

o f  th e  Houses ,v/hich must mean t h a t  he was t ry in g  to  work ou t a p o l ic y  

m u tu a lly  a c c e p ta b le  to  the  Array o f f i c e r s  and the  Indepenaent G randees.^  

C u rio u sly  enough, M o n te reu il had been to ld  a t  t h i s  very  tim e by some

o f  th e  S co ts  th a t  th ey  were ’ sought a f te r*  by th e  Independen ts , and th a t
1 . B erkeley , o p . c i t . ,  43#
2 . C larke  P a p e rs , o o .  c i t . , i ,  231, n o te . S t .  John  and Vane seem s t i l l  

to  have been in  agreem ent on p o lic y  a t  t h i s  tim e -  a t  l e a s t  S t .  John 
seems a lso  to  have a b sen ted  h im se lf  from p a rlia m e n t a g re a t d e a l  i n  
th e  e a r ly  p a r t  o f the y e a r ,  and H o lies be lieved  th a t  i t  was S t .  John  
who a rran g ed  t h a t  th e  Independent M .P.s shou ld  tak e  re fuge  w ith  th e  
A m y, in  J u l y .  H o lie s , Memoirs, 273* I t  i s  te c h n ic a l ly  in c o r r e c t  
to  say o f Vane ’F led  to  th e  Array’ , (Y ule, o £ . c i t . , 122) f o r  Vane was 
a lre a d y  w ith  th e  Amy when th e  London r i o t s  o f  26 J u ly  took p lace*

3 . E 4 1 1 (2 3 ) . 19-26 O c t.
4 .  C J .v , 302.



1 7 3 .

’ th e  younger Vane had o f fe re d  on th e  p a r t  o f th e  form er to  th e

e a r l  o f  L auderdale  a l l  t h a t  S c o tla n d  cou ld  demand, p ro v id ed  th a t  they

[ th e  S co tsJ  would consen t to  th e  ru in  o f th e  K ing.^ M o n treu il

s e n s ib ly  d id  n o t b e lie v e  t h i s  s to r y ,  bu t i t  does r e f l e c t  th e  p o s i t io n  o f

power which many b e lie v e d  Vane to  h o ld .

There i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  no ev idence  about Vane’s p a r t  in  p o l i t i c s

d u rin g  O ctober and November 1647. In  Septem ber and O ctober he was

v e ry  busy w ith  th e  A dm iralty  com m ittee work -  Greene was i l l ,  and
2

had gone to th e  co u n try , and t h i s  p ro b ab ly  p u t more r e s p o n s ib i l i ty

on Vane. He r a r e ly  a tte n d e d  th e  com m ittee’s m ee tings in  November 
3

however* He presum ably p u t in  an appearance a t  the  House i t s e l f  on

9 O ctober o r  h is  name would have been g iven  as one o f  th o se  a b sen t from

th e  r o l l - c a l l  o rd e re d  f o r  th a t  d a y O t h e r v / i s e  he seems to  have

a tte n d e d  th e  House only  when navy b u s in e ss  came up; f o r  example on

12 O ctober when he w ithdrew  to  conduct i n  p e rso n , w ith  two o th e r s ,

n e g o tia t io n s  concern ing  a lo a n  o f  £30,000 f o r  th e  navy .^  On 10 December
6

he nad leav e  t o  go to  the  coun try  f o r  6 w eeks, an u nusua lly  long  

le a v e , and p ro b ab ly  an in d ic a t io n  o f  th e  s tre n u o u s  p a r t  he had been 

p la y in g  in  e v e n ts , but he had n o t gone n ex t day , v/hen navy b u s in e ss  

came up a g a in , and a comm ittee o f  s ix ,  which in c lu d e d  Vane, was o rd e re d  

to  v/ithdraw , and manage two c o n fe ren ces  w ith  th e  L o rd s .^  He was

1 . M o n tre u il, C orrespondence, i i ,  274# 8 O c t.
2 . C J .v . ,  297# 9 Sept*
3 . See n o te  B, chap . v .
4 . G J ., V ,  330.
3 . I b i d . ,  331.
6 . I b i d . ,  376.
7 . I b i d . , 379.
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ap p o in ted  to  ano ther comm ittee on 13 December, v/hich i s  an in d ic a t io n ,
1

bu t n o t p ro o f , th a t  he was s t i l l  in  th e  House. Greene was back
2

in  th e  House by 28 December, so presum ably Vane cou ld  tem p o ra rily

abandon n a v a l a f f a i r s  w ith  an easy mind. The only  o th e r  in d ic a t io n s

o f h is  p resen ce  in  th e  House in  th e  autumn o f 1647 a re  on 22 November,

when he was in s t r u c te d  w ith  th re e  o th e r s ,  to  p rep a re  an answer to  a

p e t i t i o n  from th e  C i ty , and rebuke th e  C ity  f o r  i t s  u n s a t i s f a c to iy

c o l le c t io n  o f  th e  a sse ssm en t,^  and on 1 December. On t n i s  l a t t e r

d a te .  Vane i s  s a id  by a l e t t e r - w r i t e r  to  have th re a te n e d  th e  C ity

w ith  a f r e s h  m il i ta r y  in te rv e n t io n ,  and so secu red  th e  r e je c t io n  o f

a C ity  p e t i t i o n  ask ing  f o r  the  rem oval o f th e  Arny to  a s a fe  d is ta n c e ,^

In  view o f  l a t e r  a l le g a t io n s  th a t  the  In d ep en d en ts , and Vane in

p a r t i c u l a r ,  made s im ila r  t h r e a t s  a g a in s t th e  House, th e re  i s  no th ing

in h e re n tly  im probable in  t h i s .  P ragm aticus g ibed  a t  Vane’s z e a l

f o r  Cromwell and th e  A n y  a t  t h i s  tim e -  f o r  Cromwell, he d e c la re d ,

Vane ’upon a l l  o ccasio n s p re p a re s  th e  way ( l ik e  a t ru e  J o h n -a -B a p t is t ) .

and then  he never opens h i s  mouth in  v a in e . And th e re fo re  i t  was,

th a t  w ith  so much con fidence  hee made more re p o r ts  than  e v e r ny Lord

Cook d id ,  to  the  House o f  th e  P roceed ings o f  th e  A n y , a t  th e  l a t e

rendezvous {^the famous November ware m ee tin g J , and o f  th e  r e s o lu t io n

o f  th e  Arny to  se rv e  them . He meanes as they  have done h e re to fo re ,

and a t  le n g th  tu m e  them o u t o f  s e rv ic e , i f  they  cannot se rv e  t h e i r  
3

ends upon them’ .

1. I b i d . ,  383.
2 . I b id . . 407.
3 . I b id . , 366.
4 . B odl. C larendon MS 2672. A number o f P re sb y te r ia n  M .P.s thereupon 

w ithdrew .
3 . E 4 1 7 (20 ).
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But even a t  t h i s  tim e Vane*s i n t e r e s t s  tran scended  p o l i t i c s .

The u n iv e r s i ty  a u th o r i t i e s  a t  O xford, l e d  by t h e i r  v ic e -c h a n c e l lo r .

F e l l ,  had c o o lly  d e f ie d  th e  p a rlia m e n ta ry  V is i to r s  a p p o in ted  to  'p u rg e '

the  u n iv e r s i ty  o f  o ffe n d in g  e lem ents -  th e  u n iv e r s i ty  o f f i c i a l s  had

re fu se d  to  appear b e fo re  th e  V is i to r s ,  o r  produce t h e i r  books o r  s ta v e s

o f  o f f i c e ,  and had co n tin u ed  to  le c tu r e  though fo rb id d en  to  do so .

The V is i to r s  were re s p o n s ib le  to  a P a r lia m e n ta ry  com m ittee, who summoned

th e  o f fe n d e rs  b e fo re  them. The u n iv e r s i ty  o f f i c i a l s  appeared  on 15
November, and Vane, t h a t  most independen t o f  In d ep en d en ts , defended

them. He may have had sympatlTy w ith  h is  o ld  u n iv e r s i ty  ; more

l i k e l y , i n  view o f  th e  Camden House m an u scrip ts  in c id e n t  e a r l i e r  in  
/

the  p a r l ia m e n t,  he ca red  f o r  le a rn in g , end th e re fo re  va lu ed  u n iv e r s i ty  

independence .

He seems to  have a v a i le d  h im se lf  o f  h i s  s ix  weeks le a v e  o f  absence -  

th e re  i s  no re c o rd  o f  any p u b lic  a c t i v i t y  on h i s  p a r t  d u rin g  th e  l a t t e r  

h a l f  o f  December 1047 o r  th e  whole of Jan u ary  l6if8. On 5 Jan u ary  th e  

Derby House Committee was s e t  up to  re p la c e  th e  Committee o f  B oth Kingdoms, 

and Vane, presum ably in  h is  ab sen ce , was ap p o in ted  to  i t .  There were 

a l l e g a t io n s ,  o f  d o u b tfu l t r u t h ,  t h a t  th e  House was s u rp r is e d  in to  v o tin g

1 , He Was n o t th e  only  Independen t to  do so -  Selden had h e lp e d  them
a l l  he c o u ld , a s  one m ight ex p ec t, and V /hitelocke and F ien n es a lso
spoke f o r  them a t  the com m ittee, Camden S o c ., V is i to r s  R e g is te r s  
o f  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f O xford, 1855, I x x i .  G ard iner , iv ,  5$.
su g g es ts  t h a t  the  Independen ts were scheming f o r  th e  su c ce ss io n  
o f  th e  P r in c e  o f  W ales, and d id  not want to c lo se  the  door o f
p re fe rm en t to  h is  su p p o r te rs , bu t a p a r t  from  the  f a c t  t h a t  G ard iner
elsew here  w rote ( i b id , ,3 7 -8 )  th a t  Vane was opposed to  th e  su ccess io n  
o f  th e  p r in c e ,  th e  d a te s  do n o t t a l l y ,  f o r  th e  committee met in  
November 1647, and th e  e a r l i e s t  m ention o f  th e  Independents* P r in c e  
o f  Wales p la n  appears to  o c cu r a t  the end o f  Jan u a iy  1648. (l o i d , ,3 6 ) .

2 . Q ^ . v ,  415 .
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A
t h i s  comm ittee a t  10 p .m ., bu t i f  th e r e  was ary  sharp  p r a c t i c e ,

he may on t h i s  o c c a s io n  be e x o n era te d . P ragm aticus n o ted  t h a t

Vane was a member o f  th e  com m ittee, and proceeded  to  in d u lg e  in
2

v i tu p e r a t io n  such as he d id  no t o f te n  apply  to  Vane. P ragm aticus 

o b v io u sly  su sp ec ted  him o f be ing  pov/erî‘u l  behind th e  schemes -  one who 

'h a th  p lundered  Gyges h i s  R ing, to  make h im selfe  i n v i s ib l e  upon a l l  

o c c a s io n s '.  By 1 F eb ruary  1648 Vane was back in  th e  House, acco rd in g  

to  a co rresponden t o f  th e  e a r l  o f  L anark, bu t bo th  t h i s  w r i t e r  and 

a n o th e r  in d ic a te  t h a t  th e r e  were d i f f e r e n c e s  between Vsne and Cromwell 

a t  t h i s  tim e. The l e t t e r  o f  in te l l i g e n c e  h a s , 'The p re v a lin g  p a r ty  

a re  in  g r e a t  f e a r e s  and d iv is io n s  among them selves, in  soe much as 

S i r  H. Vane J u n io r  h a th  l e f t  t h e m ' B u t  V ane's estrangem en t from 

Crom well, i f  i t  e v e r  happened, must have been a vei^r tem porary one , 

f o r  by th e  beg inn ing  o f  March A u licu s  was again  w r i t in g  o f  him a s  a 

le a d e r  o f th e  Commons -  one v/ho ' th in k s  he i s  ab le  to  c a r ry  a Kingdom
5on h is  c a m e ll 's  back ' -  and L ilb u m e  was d e sc r ib in g  Vane, y e t  a g a in ,

1 . M ercurius P ra g m a tic u s , E 4 6 5 (1 9 ). 26 S e p t ,-3 O c t . l 648, a l le g e d ly
q u o tin g  an M.P. Rushworth too says th a t  th e  House s a t  l a t e  t h a t
n ig h t ,  bu t th e  d iv is io n  numbers . v ,4 l 5 . )  t h a t  evening do n o t 
in d ic a te  a th in  H ouse,

2 . P a r t  o f t h i s  may be g iv en , as an example o f r o y a l i s t  f e e l in g  about 
Vane. 'The S a in te d  Salam ander, t h a t  h a th  l iv e d  h i th e r to  in  flam es 
o f  z e a l , . . t h e  v e iy  f lo u re  and creame o f  k n ig h t - e r r a n t iy , th a t  
wanders through e v e r y  f a c t io n  w ith  h is  p e d le ry  o f  a l l  r e l i g i o n s ' .  
R o y a lis t  v / r i te r s  a t  t h i s  p e r io d  make fre q u e n t j e e r in g  re fe re n c e s  
to  some d e fo im ity  i n  V ane's s h o u ld e rs , which they  had n o t done 
b e fo re . Had he perhaps become v ery  ro u nd -shou ldered  as a r e s u l t  
o f  desk-work?

3 . G a rd in e r , Ciw., i v ,  57, n o te . 'S i r  Henry Vane th e  younger i s  re tu rn e d
to  th e  Commons House, y e t  seems u n s a t i s f ie d ,  n o tw ith s ta n d in g  t h a t
C ro m /e ll h a th  bestow ed two n ig h ts ' o ra to ry  upon h im ',

4 .  B od l. C larendon MS. ,2725,
5 . S 431( 20) ,  2-9 M ar. 1648 .



177.

1
as a con federa te  o f Cromwell, The r o y a l i s t s  jo y fu lly  re p o rte d

2
th a t  th e  P re sb y te ria n s  in  th e  House were g a th e rin g  s tre n g th , 

and one r o y a l i s t  pam phleteer a s se r te d  th a t  Say, hearing  th a t  the  

Scots proposed to  impeach th e  lead ing  Independen ts, could only 

secure indem nity fo r  h is  p a r t y 's  a c tio n  in  d e se r tin g  p a rliam en t in  

Ju ly  1647, by c a l l in g  on Cromwell to  speak. This v /r i te r ,  who g ives 

a f u l l  l i s t  o f  Crom well's and I r e to n 's  co n fed era tes  in  th e  House 

a t  t h i s  tim e , had no doubt th a t  Vane v/as one,^

In  A p ril  1648 he showed h is  lo y a lty  to  Cromwell by v o tin g  a g a in s t 

tne p ro p o s itio n  th a t  the  t a p e s t r ie s  from the  ro y a l wardrobes should 

be so ld , to  r e a l i s e  the  £1,500 needed to pay th e  s o ld ie rs  a t  the  Tower 

many o f th e  ro y a l p o ssessio n s had a lready  been disposed o f .  An 

a l te rn a t iv e  p roposa l had been made th a t  th e  'Hangings* should be 

assigned  to Cromwell, no doubt to  in c re a se  th e  d ig n ity  o f liis  

re s id en c e , ana Vane found h im self opposed to  h is  fe llow -Independen ts ,
4

Wentworth and B rere ton , but he c a r r ie d  the day.

A nother in c id e n t concerned Alderman Fowke, Again i t  i s  rep o rted  

by a r o y a l i s t  j o u r n a l i s t ,  but s ince  i t  r e f l e c t s  c re d i t  on Vane i t  i s  

hard ly  l ik e ly  to  be a f a b r ic a t io n .  According to  th is  w r i te r  Fowke 

had p re v a ile d  on S ir  Henry Mildmay, whom the  House had deputed to  

re p o r t  on a d isp u te  between Fowke and one John Bland, R ece iver o f the

1. S 431( 1) A ^hip f o r  the  p re sen t House o f  Lords.
2 . g ra g a a t ic u s . E 4 3 l ( 5 ) ,  29 F eb .-7  M ar.1648.
3 . M ercurius E le n c t ic u s . B 431(1 5 ), 1-8 Mar. À n e w s - le t te r  o f 28 

Mar. speaks o f  M anchester, Say, Y/harton and Vane as 'o f  th a t  
f a c t i o n ' .  HMG. 5 th  Rep. App., 143.

4 . C J .v , 532. 15 A p ril  1648.
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Grown r e n ts  f o r  Y o rk sh ire , to  'b l o t  out* one o rd e r  o f  th e  House, and

f a l s i f y  a n o th e r , to  B la n d 's  g re a t  p r e ju d ic e .  But 's o  n o to r io u s ly

base was th e  deportm ent o f  S i r  Henry Mildmay h e re in , t h a t  S i r  Henry
1

Vane to ld  him he l i e d ' . B lana, acco rd in g  to  an o th e r r o y a l i s t

j o u r n a l i s t ,  was G ile s  G reen e 's  so n -in -la w ; thus Vane was sup p o rtin g
2

G reene, whose sym pathies lay  w ith  th e  P re s b y te r ia n s ,  r a th e r  than  

a pow erfu l member o f  V ane 's  own group, and i t  seems l i k e l y  th a t  h is  

in te rv e n t io n  was due to  a d i s in te r e s te d  sense o f  j u s t i c e .

A ccording to  th e  r o y a l i s t s ,  th e  E n g lish  P re s b y te r ia n s  and th e  

Independen ts were draw ing to g e th e r  a t  t h i s  tim e , in  fa c e  o f  t h e i r
3

coîïmon consciousness o f  an imminent S co ts  in v a s io n , and when th e

P re s b y te r ia n s  vo ted  t h a t  th e  House would no t a l t e r  th e  fundam ental

governm ent o f th e  co u n try  by K ing, Lords and Commons Vane, P ie r re p o n t
4

and o th e r  le a d in g  Independen ts suppo rted  them. M oreover, when th e  

C ity  p e t i t io n e d  th a t  Skippon should have th e  command o f th e  C ity  

m i l i t i a ,  which they  w anted r e s to re d ,  and th a t  th e  ch a in s which th e  

New M odel's  s o ld ie r s  had removed from th e  London s t r e e t s  should be

1 , M ercurius V e r id ic u s , E 437 (14 ). V e rid ic u s  d e sc r ib e d  B land m erely 
as a r e c e iv e r ,  bu t th e  pam phlet m entioned in  n o te  2 d e sc rib e d
him as a r e c e iv e r  f o r  Y o rk sh ire , There i s  ev idence in  the  J o u rn a ls  
t h a t  Mildmay d id  f a i l  to  re p o r t  th e  m a tte r  to th e  House on a d a te  
a ss ig n e d , and o f  o th e r  d e la y s , ^ . v ,  4^4, 515, 554. V erid icu s  
says th a t  Bland was a P re s b y te r ia n .

2 , E 45 8 (1 2 ), A l i s t  o f  th e  names o f  th e  Members. . .  14 Aug. 1648.
3 . E 437( 10 ) .  M ercurius E le n c tic u s  19-26 Ap.1 ^48, p . l6 6 .  M ercurius 

B e l l i c u s , E 4 3 3 (8 ). 14-21 Mar.
4 . G a rd in e r , GW,, i v ,  116 , quo ting  H am ilton P a p e rs , 190.
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1
re p la c e d . Vane seconded Cromwell in  supporting  the  C i ty 's  req u e s t.

A ccording to P rag m aticu s, again , when th e  C ity  went on to  ask th a t

the  Goiiunon Council should  them selves nominate th e  members o f th e

Committee f o r  th e  m i l i t i a .  Vane was one o f the f i r s t  to  approve

the  m otion, i t  being necessary  fo r  'S i r  Harry W eathercock' to  'a c t

S i r  John P re sb y te r , and v /h is tle  a l i t t l e  in  d is g u is e , in  the b eh a lf

o f  Indepenaency, th a t  he may gain  a good op in ion  among the  B re th ren ,

t i l l  th e  Plague o f  P re sb y te ry  be a l i t t l e  over* . P ragm aticus added

however th a t  the whole 'god ly  gang' o f  th e  Independents thought l i k e -  
2

w ise . Perhaps V ane's apparen t cnainges o f  f ro n t  were r e f e r r e d  to  

by Stephen M arshall a t  the  Coirjiaons s e rv ic e  o f thanksg iv ing  on 17 May, 

wnen he to ld  the  M .P .s: 'V ote no t one th in g  t h i s  day to  p lea se  one 

p a r ty ,  and then  an o th er th in g , ano ther tim e, to p le a se  ano ther p a r ty ' ^ -  

M arsh a ll was always outspoken. But Vane was one o f th e  committee 

sen t to  th e  C ity  to  inform  i t  th a t  th e  re s to re d  m i l i t i a  must be so 

d isposed  of 'a s  to  p rov ide  f o r  the s a fe ty  o f  th e  kingdom and P a rlia m e n t' ^  

p robably  th a t  p a rliam en t should  no t be l e f t  exposed to  v io lence  by

1. M ercurius P rag m aticu s, E 437(31). G ard iner, u t  sup , uses th i s  
d iu r n a l l  but m entions only th e  removal o f  P a r l ia m e n t 's  tro o p s .
There i s  o th e r  evidence however th a t  the r e s to ra t io n  o f  th e  
m i l i t i a  and occupation  o f tn e  Tower v/as in v o lv ed . See f o r  in s ta n c e  
The B r i t i s h  Bellm an, E 422(2), 12 May 1648, The Honest C itiz e n .
B 4 38 (5 ). The Weekly I n te l l ig e n c e r .  E 422(2o7I 

2 . E 422( 16 P  9-16 May I 648 .
3 .  E 433(3 ) ,  p .3 5 . M arsh a ll v/as tro u b le d  a t  th e  development o f 

p a r t i e s  -  ' i f  th e re  have g o t among you any fa c tio n s  o r  d iv is io n s ,  
any d r iv in g  of p a r t i e s  [ i . e .  YiihipsJ o r  s id in g  v/ith  t h i s  o r the  
o t h e r , . .throw  them a l l  in  the  d u s t ' .  He h im self was o f te n  accused o f  
swaying from P re sb y te r ia n  to  Independent, and l ik e  o th e r s ,  may have 
found i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  decide  which group to  fo llo w . A biography o f 
M arsh a ll, who was p r a c t i c a l ly  o f f i c i a l  ch ap la in  to  th e  Long 
P a rliam en t i s  much overdue, though P ro f.T rev o r-R o p e r 's  'F a s t  
Sermons o f  the  Long P a rlia m e n t' (Essays in  B r i t i s h  H is to iy  
P re sen ted  to S i r  K eith  F e i l in g , 1964) i s  i l lu m in a t in g

4 . ^ . v ,  18 May.
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p re sb y te r ia n  London m b s , as in  J u ly  o f  th e  y e a r  b e fo re . There

are  se v e ra l re fe re n c e s  in  May 1648 to  Vane as one o f  the Independent
1

Grandees o f  C ro m w e ll 's 'ju n to * .

In  th a t  month the  r o y a l i s t  storm  broke, and the r i s in g s  began -

s t a r t in g ,  i r o n ic a l ly  enough, in  V ane's own county o f K ent. The House

a t  once decided  th a t  F a i r f a x 's  tro o p s  must s ta y  in  London -  th e  newly

re s to re d  m i l i t i a  could not be t r u s te d  a g a in s t the  r o y a l i s t s ,  the  M .P.s

probably th o u g h t, and r ig h t ly  -  and i t  was Vene who d ra f te d  th e
2

l e t t e r  to  Fair!*ax about t h i s .  He e v id e n tly  now he ld  t h a t  concessions 

to  the  P re sb y te r ia n s  had gone f a r  enough. They had wanted to  change 

the  suggested terras which th e  House, a t  t h e i r  in s t ig a t io n ,  were again  

o f fe r in g  C h a rle s , so th a t  p re sb y te rian ism  should  be s e t t l e d ,  n o t j u s t  

fo r  th re e  y e a r s ,  bu t 'u n t i l  ICLng, Lords and Commons should a l t e r  i t * .

Vane was one o f  th e  t e l l e r s  a g a in s t t h i s  p ro p o s it io n , and won, in  a 

f a i r l y  th in  house, by 6? to  48 v o te s .^  A ll  though îvîay, r i s i n g  as 

u su a l to  an emergency, he was occupied w ith  th e  m u ltitu d e  o f a f f a i r s  

th a t  the  r e b e l l io n  imposed on him; he was e s p e c ia l ly  concerned 

because of th e  navy 's  p a r t  in  the  Kent r e v o l t .  Pragm aticus g lo a ted  

over the  thought th a t  V ane's o f f i c i a l  house a t  D eptford  was l ik e ly  

to  be a tta c k e d , and d id  n o t f a i l  to  n o tic e  V ane 's assiduous a ttendance

1 . E .g . Windsor P ro je c ts  and W estm inster P r a c t ic e s .  E422(lO) 15 May 1648.
2 . C J.v , 574, 26 May.
3 . I b id .
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•\
a t  the  Derby House Committee -  befo re  the  Kent r i s in g  he had

a tten d e d  th e  committee only tw ice d u rin g  a l l  the  fo u r  months
2

o f  1648, but d u ring  May he a tten d ed  a t  l e a s t  e lev en  tim es,
3

re p o r tin g  back to th e  House from th e  Committee, as he had done 

in  1644 from the  o ld  Committee o f Both Kingdoms. The A dm iralty 

Committee however had been a b ru p tly  superseded when th e  re v o lt  

broke o u t, and the  e a r l  o f  Warwick had resumed the  powers o f  Lord 

High Adm iral.

On 1 June Vane ob ta ined  leave  to  accompany h is  w ife and fam ily

to L in c o ln sh ire ,^  but d id  not go f o r  ano ther month. His fam ily ,

and th a t  o f Lady Wray, h is  m o ther-in -law , rece iv ed  t h e i r  pass to
5

t r a v e l  on 1 7 Ju n e , but th e  Derby House Committee proceedings show 

th a t  he a tte n d e d  a l l  tn e  numerous m eetings in  th a t  month, except th o se  on 

9, 10, 19, 22 and 26 Ju n e , He was a lso  concerned w ith  H ull -  the  

Derby House Committee had o rdered  P e reg rin e  Pelham to  go th e re  l e s t

the  n av a l mutiny should  a f fe c t  th a t  v i t a l  p o r t ,  bu t the  o rd e r was

1 . ÏÏ 445( 21) .  23-30 May. 'S i r  H ariy  W eather-Cock, o r  V aine, (v/hich 
you p le a se ; f o r ,  a l l  i s  o n e ), h a th  o th e r  busin esse  to  doe, than  
s i t  fo o lin g  a t  Derby-House ' . A pparently  Fairlav /n  was a tta c k e d .
'S i r  H eniyV ane had a l i t t l e  t a s t e  o f  th e  good a f fe c t io n s  o f th e  
K entish  men unto him; they have helped  to  ease him o f th e  care  and 
charge of some c a t t l e  and household s t u f f e ' ,  M ercurius P u b lic u s .
E 4 4 5 ( 1 9 ) ,  1 9 . 2 2 -2 9  May.

2 . GSPD.1648-91 p assim . He d id  n o t a tte n d  a t  a l l  u n t i l  23 l^Iar., when a 
m atte r a f f e c t in g  th e  navy ( th e  supply o f gunpowder) came up fo r  
d isc u ss io n . The Kent r i s in g  was f i r s t  d isc u sse d  on 13 ïÆay, when he 
was p re s e n t ,  and in  th e  ensuing weeks h is  a ttendances were much more 
f re q u e n t.

3 . W .v , 575, 584, 610 .
4 . I b id . . 581.
5 . CSED.1648-9. 132 ,
6 . The l e t t e r  to  Pelham i s  da ted  30 May, but th e  o rd e r  i s  not in  the

m inutes f o r  29 May, and those  f o r  30 May have on ly  th e  c a n c e lla t io n
o f  th e  o rd e r . I t  looks as though Pelham had p re v a ile d  on th e  c le rk
not to  e n te r  th e  o rd er fo r  h is  d e p a r tu re , as he in tended  to have i t  
c a n c e lle d . I b i d . .8 8 .
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c a n c e lle d , and in s te a d ,  on 6 Ju n e , bo th  the  H u ll M ,P .s v/ere in s t ru c te d
1

to  co n su lt w ith  F a ir fa x  about the  c i t y .  Two days l a t e r  they rec e iv e d

new in s t ru c t io n s ;  w ith  G iles  Greene they v/ere to  d isc u ss  w ith  F a ir fa x

means o f  persuad ing  the  re b e l l io u s  sh ips to  r e tu rn  to  t h e i r  parliam entsiry  
2

a lle g ia n c e . Looking ahead to  the needs o f the  navy, as Vane u su a lly

d id , he and th e  o th e r  two M.P.s were a lso  to  c o n su lt  w ith  F a ir fa x  about

secu rin g  th e  sh ip s and s to re s  a t  R ochester and Chatham when the  v ic to r io u s

am y had gone. The Committee o f  Navy and Customs ( th e  f in a n c ia l

com m ittee) was h u r r ie d ly  to ld  to  g iv e  th e  th re e  envoys a iy  f u r th e r
3

n ecessa iy  in s t ru c t io n s  about t h i s  m a tte r ;  he would have to  peruse

th o se  before he l e f t ,  presumably on 9 Ju n e . The th re e  M.P.s were

u n su c ce ss fu l in  t h e i r  main m ission ; Warwick -  who was probably  s c e p t ic a l

about t h e i r  in f lu e n ce  w ith  th e  s a i lo r s  -  d ry ly  added a fo o tn o te  to  one

o f  h is  l e t t e r s ,  announcing th a t  the  re v o lte d  sh ip s  had a lready  l e f t  f o r  
4

Holland* Vane d id  n o t s ta y  to  c o n fe r w ith Warv/ick, as in s t r u c te d ,  

f o r  he was back a t  th e  Committee on 11 Ju n e .

Mean//hile H u ll, always r e s t l e s s  under c o n tro l by the  s o ld ie r s ,  had 

asked Vane and Pelham to  in te rc e d e  f o r  th e  c i ty  w ith  th e  Derby House 

Committee to  secure  a j o in t  watch on th e  town by s o ld ie r s  and townsmen.

1 . I b id . .  102.
2 . I b id . ,  110, 112-3.
3 . Ib id . , 113.
4 . I b i d . ,  361.
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Vane and Pelham secured a l e t t e r  from the Committee to  F a ir fa x

and th e  governor about th e  m a tte r , and th e  payment of a p a r t  o f

the  money, £6000, assigned  to  H u ll f o r  i t s  de fence . On 17 June

he c a r r ie d  to  th e  Committee o f  th e  Navy the  Derby House Committee

o rd e r fo r  a j o i n t  emergenqy committee to  p rev e n t 'e v i l  e f f e c t s '  o f
2

the  navy r e v o l t  a g a in s t p a rlia m e n t. He probably  l e f t  f o r  L in co ln sh ire
3

in  e a r ly  J u ly .

The q u estio n  o f  r e s to r in g  th e  k ing  was now, in  June and Ju ly  l648 , 

being mooted ag a in , but V ane's p o lic y  i s  rep o rte d  in  most c o n tra d ic to ry  

term s. According to  one P re sb y te ria n  pam phleteer. Vane wanted to  

b ring  in  the  k in g , upon th e  k in g 's  own te rm s. 'The q u a rre l between 

the  f a c t io n s  in  the  Houses, i s  now not w hether the  k ing  s h a l l  be brought 

in ,  but v/ho s h a l l  b rin g  him in ,  and who s h a l l  be the  P rin c e s  o f  the 

People [ i . e .  m im iste rs ] under him, when brought i n .  The Roy a l l  

P re sb y te ria n  and Independent ( fo r  th e re  a re  such o f  bo th  s o r t s ,  as 

Northum berland, Warwick, Say, Cromwell, I r e  to n . Vane, S en io r, Vane 

iu n io r ,  e t c .  they  would b ring  in  th e  King upon t h e i r  Accompt, and make 

such agreement w ith  him, as m ight. . .  advance them to honour a ls o ;  th e

r e a l l  P re sb y te r ia n , and r e a l l  Independent, they  a re  w il lin g  to  b ring

1 . I b id . , 173-8.20 Ju n e . Baron Thorpe o f  the  Exchequer, Recorder o f  
H u ll, had shown a l e t t e r  from the mayor and c o rp o ra tio n , e s p e c ia l ly  
a passage about some o l 'f ic e rs  in  whom the  c i ty  had no confidence , 
to  Vsne, 'you r b u rg ess* . H u ll MSS, L .498, 12 Ju n e .

2 . GSPD.1648-9, 132.
3 . He was no t a t  th e  Derby House Committee on 26 o r 27 Ju n e . He may 

have gone e a r ly  in  J u ly ,  judging  from h is  a ttendances in  th a t  month. 
V ane's f i f t h  c h i ld  had been bom  a t  P a i r  lawn on 19 June (W illcock, 
353); d o u b tle ss  Lady Vane had in ten d ed  to  s tay  a t  he r m o th er's  
house f o r  the con finem en t.
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in  the  k ing , but they v/ould f i r s t  have the  king secure unto them

R elig io n , Law, and the  L ib e r tie s  o f the  N ation, but a lack  they are

but a fe w .. .th e  cry of th e  o thers i s ,  l e t  us use the b e s t means we

can to  s a t i s f i e  the  k ing , no m atter what becomes o f the kingdome; and

to th is  end they have underhand promoted and procured th ese  tum ults,

[the  Essex, Surrey and Kent p e ti t io n s ]  so th a t  thereby tney might

fo rce  the  House to  an adjournment, wnicn i s  tne ch ie f  th ing  they d e s ire ,

and i f  p rocured , then a l l  th e  power vvdll re s id e  in  th a t  Committee

[the Derby House Committee] * An anonymous l e t t e r  to F a irfax  of

24 May hacL also  rep o rted  th a t  Vane had voted fo r  the  t r e a ty  w ith  the

king . 'S i r  Henry Vane Ju n io r  (upon de v is io n  o f the  House o f th is  day

concerning the tre a ty  w ith  h is  M ajesty) voted w ith  the  M alignant p a r t ie
2

a g a in st the honest p a r t i e ' .  According to  th is  w r i te r  V ane's ac tio n s 

v/ere due to  th e  persuasions o f D r. Stone and Scout-M aster-General 

Watson; the  l a t t e r  certa in lj^  does seem to have indulged in  some ra th e r  

heavy-handed in tr ig u e s  in  France w ith  the  ro y a l is ts  a l i t t l e  l a te r .^

Other ve rs ions o f Vane's a t t i tu d e  are q u ite  d i f f e r e n t .  Pragm aticus 

has: 'ab o u t the  pe rsonal t r e a t y . . .when i t  was f i r s t  moved, th a t  h is  

m ajesty might be t ru s te d  upon h is  ro y a l l  word a t  one o f h is  houses near
h

London, up stood young Vane and Whimsy Mildmay in  tne  H ouse, who liv in g  

l ik e  k ings in  the Committee fo r  the  Revenue, and fe a rin g  th a t i f  h is  

m ajesty v/ere adm itted to  a tre a ty  he might soon s l ip  in to  the revenue, 

made bo ld  to  t e l l  Mr. S peaker.. . th a t  the  king v/as a p e rju red  man, and

1. W estminster P ro je c ts ,  o r th e  % "steiy o f In iq u ity  o f Derby House,
Ë1ÏJC5T- '1 é4é.-------  -------  -------- -------

2. C larke P apers, i i ,  17.
3 . T. C arte , e d .,  A C o llec tio n  o f O rig in a l L e t te r s , 1739, i i ,  17.
4 . P ragm aticus* s u su a l name fo r  S ir  Heniy Mldmay.
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1
th e re fo re  ought in  no case to  be tru s te d * • Other r o y a l is t

jo u rn a l is ts  gave a s im ila r ve rsion  of V ane's a t t i tu d e .  ' I  promised

the l a s t  week*, v/rote M ercurius M elancholicus, 'to  give you the  names

o f those th a t  v/ere th e  main obs true  te r  s o f  a personal t r e a t y . . .

Oorbet, C halloner, Vaine and o th ers  in  the  Commons House, th a t  hold
2

fo r  the Independents and t h e i r  c u t- th ro a t Arqy ' .  Mercu riu s  B e llicu s

drops in to  Rhyme -

'Then Vane the  F a ther, Vane the  Son,

Two D ev ils on c o n ju n c tio n ...

Yet these  two hornets s t i l l  are p re s t

To be the  foremost 'mongst the r e s t .

Their vo tes  are  neere to  seek [speak?J , I ,  I ,

To a l l  th a t  banes h is  m ajesty.*

These c o n f lic t in g  rep o rts  a re  puzzling ; though one would guess, to

judge from V ane's l a t e r  a t t i tu d e ,  th a t  Pragm aticus was probably r ig h t .

In  the d iu rn a l l  quoted above B e llicu s  says th a t  when the  C ity p e titio n e d

fo r  a peace ' t r e a t y ' ,  the  Commons appointed a committee to meet w ith

the Co'Tomon Council, but 'packed to g e th e r . . .th o se  whom they know to

be p e rfe c t h a te rs  of p e a c e ...su c h  as E a r l, Vane, s e n io r . . .* ,  and in

th is  in stance  does not mention the  son.^

By August 1648 Vane was a lleg ed  by a r o y a l is t  w r ite r  to be p lo tt in g  
4the k in g 's  d ea th , but on 1 September he was appointed one o f the

1 . E 453( 11) ,  11-18 JuOy 1648.
2 . E 455(12) .  24-31 Ju4y.
3 . E 452(19) ,  11-18 J u ly . S im ila rly  The Mad Dog R ebelling . E 452(22),

13 Ju ly .
4 . The R oyall D iu rn a ll , S 460( 15), 14-22 Aug. 'h ee re  we f in d  th e

sonnes o f m ischiefe and e rro u rs  met in  co u n se ll fo r  th e  m urthering 
o f our sovere igne* ..they  approach ...by  couples, 2 Vajies,
2 C h a llo n e rs .'
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1com m issioners fo r  the Newport t r e a ty .  (Many jo u r n a lis t s  were

p e s s im is t ic  about th e outcome o f  th e se  n e g o t ia t io n s , but even

the r o y a l i s t  ones were d isp osed  to  h op e). Once more, as o f te n

in  h is  career  a t  im portant p e r io d s , there i s  l i t t l e  or no in form ation

about what one would most l ik e  to  know -  in  t h i s  c a se , h is  p erso n a l

p a rt in  the n e g o t ia t io n s . B u m et, as i s  w e ll  known, d eclared  th a t

Vane d id  not r e a l ly  want to  t r e a t  v/ith  the k in g , but th at th e p ressu re
2from the C ity  and the Country was too strong to be r e s is t e d .  B um et  

had in form ation  about the tr e a ty  from H olies  and Grimston, who were a lso  

com m issioners, but whether t h is  p a r t ic u la r  statem ent d er iv es  from them 

we do not know. More r e l ia b le  i s  th e ir  d e s c r ip t io n  to  Bum et o f  the  

in c id e n t  in  which they begged th e k ing on th e ir  knees to  make s u b s ta n t ia l  

co n cessio n s  s tr a ig h t  away because they knew th a t  Vane 'would study to  

draw ou t the tr e a ty  to a grea t le n g th ' ; t h is  sounds l ik e  a re ­

c o l le c t io n  o f  an event th a t a c tu a lly  took p la c e . Both H o l l e s  and 

Grimston must have known Vane w e l l .  They a lso  to ld  Burnet th a t Vane, 

who ' d eclared  fo r  an unbounded l ib e r ty  o f  co n sc ie n ce , would tr y  to  

ga in  on the k in g 's  p arty  by the o f f e r  o f  a to le r a t io n  fo r  the common 

prayer and t h e  e p isco p a l c le r g y ' .  T itu s , who was in  attendance on 

th e k in g  at th a t tim e, to ld  Bum et th a t talcing advantage o f  the

k in g 's  b e l i e f  th a t he could p la y  o f f  th e P resb y ter ia n s  a g a in st  the

1 . C J.v, 697.
2 . B urnet, i ,  174.
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Independen ts, ' f l a t t e r e d  th e  e p is c o p a l p a r ty * . Prom Cromwell*s 

l e t t e r  to  Hammond in  O ctober i t  sounds alm ost as though Vane was 

being swayed by P ie rre p o n t tow ards a peace based on concessions in  

r e l ig io n  to  th e  k ing  -  'some o f  my f r ie n d s  have advanced too f a r ,  

and neede make an honourable r e t r e a t e * , t h i s  Hammond was to  t e l l
A

Vane, w ith  whom he was i n  c lo se  c o n ta c t ,  Cromwell was e v id e n tly

conscious th a t  Independent p o lic y  had no t been c o n s is te n t ,  in  th e

eyes o f  many -  'wee have w alked in  t h i s  th in g  (w hatsoever surm ises

a re  to  the  co n tra ry ) in  p la in n e s s  and godly s im p lic ity * , G ardiner

b e liev ed  th a t  Vane, P ie r re p o n t and Hamnond, * in  t h e i r  alarm  a t  th e

thorough-going  reform s demanded by the  L e v e lle rs , were anx ious to
2

come to  an understand ing  w ith  th e  k ing* , b u t Cromwell* s c ry p t ic

l e t t e r  i s  d o u b tfu l ev id en ce . Volpone, whom Gfirdiner r e l i e d  on a t

t h i s  ju n c tu re ,  a lso  sa y s : * I t  i s  to  be fe a re d  (though I  s h a l l  name

no Body) th a t  ray Lord Say and S i r  Hariy Vane have appeared to  some

in  th e  shape of a n g e l ls .  These two h a te  th e  Covenant, as thqy do

th e  d e v i l l ;  and though ny Lord says he would g ive half© h is  e s ta te

f o r  peace , and ha th  some new agen ts to in s in u a te  so much unto  h is

M ajesty , y e t  i t s  but a sm a ll s ig n e , when he h e lp s heave th a t  main

stum bling block in  th e  way. God help  us* This reads as though

Say and Vane, though outw ardly  sim porting  an accommodation, were in

f a c t  demanding th a t  the Govcmaat should  be taken  by th e  whole n a tio n ,

1 . C larke P a p e rs> op . c i t . ,  i i ,  49-53* Warwick to ld  th e  com m issioners
o f the navy th a t  one Capt, T ay lo r had been recommended to  him f o r  
a p o s t a t  Portsm outh by Vane and Hammond, CSPD.1648-9. 374.

2 . G ard iner, Ctf. , i v ,  248©
3 . E 467(22) 11 O ct.
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and so making peace im possib le.

At th is  time a lso  o ld  S ir  Heniy Vane was apparently

making eveiy  e f fo r t  to  prevent an accommodation, and he i s  so

o ften  coupled with h is  son at th is  time that i t  i s  su rely  a
1

f a ir  assumption th at th e ir  p o l ic ie s  were s im ila r .

In December 1648 a major c r i s i s ,  in  th is  year o f  c r is e s ,

presented i t s e l f ,  t h is  time over the question o f  continuing

peace n eg o tia tio n s, and a b it te r  tu s s le  took p lace  in  the

CJommons. The Newport commissioners presented th e ir  report 
2

on 1 December. I t  was c le a r  that the king could not be

brought to consent to the ruin o f  th ese  'delinquents*

who had supported him -  he d id  agree to  submit th e ir

cases to process o f  law . Vane ev id en tly  wanted a l l  n ego tia tion s to

1 .  E 470(7 ).
2 . Q J.v i, 92 .
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1
be broken o f f  -  th e  k in g ’ s concessions were n o t e n o u ^ .

F ien n es , o f  a l l  p e o p le , ro se  to  th e  k in g ’s d e fen ce . He 

d e c la re d  th e  k ing  had ’done enough to  secure r e l ig io n ,  lawes 

and l ib e r ty  e s , in  g ra n tin g  th e  m i l i t i a . . .and th e se  th in g s  having 

been prov ided  f o r ,  which were th e  only th in g s  which th e  P a rliam en t 

had so o ften  d e c la re d , to  be th e  ground o f  t h e i r  q u a r r e l l ,  h is  

M ajesiy must needs have given  sa tis fa c tio n * . When th e  debate  was 

resumed Vane spoke f i r s t ;  he la b e l le d  those who wanted to  

con tinue  n e g o tia t io n s  as r o y a l i s t s .  *We may do w e ll  now to  

c o n sid e r the  K ing’ s l a s t  answer upon th e  t r e a ty ,  f o r ,  by th e  

d e b a te , we s h a l l  soone guesse who a re  our f r i e n d s ,  and who our 

enem ies; and to speak more p la in ly ,  we s h a l l  u nders tand  by th e  

c a r r ia g e  o f the  b u s in e s , who a re  th e  K ing’s P a r ty  in  th e  House, 

and who f o r  th e  ’P eop le* ,

I t  was a c le v e r  move, designed  to  f o r e s t a l l  any demand 

f o r  con tinued  n e g o tia t io n s ,  b u t i t  met w ith  a courageous re p ly .

One M.P. -  M ercurius P r a ^ a t i c u s  d id  n o t da re  to  g ive h is  name -  

ro se  and s a id :  *Mr. Speaker, s in c e  t h i s  Gentleman h a th  the

bo ldness to  d e a l thus by way o f p rev e n tio n  in  a th re a te n in g  manner.

I f  one accep ts Pragnat ie n s  * s v e rs io n  o f  th e se  few days John 
Law rence's account o f  them in  h is  l e t t e r  o f  4  Dec. to  N icho las 
becomes i n t e l l i g i b l e  -  'Young S i r  Heniy Vane, one o f  the  
comm issioners o f the I s l e  o f W ight, was v e iy  p a r t i a l  in  re p o r t in g  
to  the  p re ju d ic e  o f  h i s  m a je s ty . But N a t.F ien n es confu ted  him 
nwst r a t io n a l ly  and g a l la n t ly ,  a r g u in g . . . t h a t  th e  k ing had g ran ted  
enough to  secu re  r e l ig io n ,  laws and l i b e r t i e s ’ . Clarendon HP. , 
A p p .p .x lv i i i .  'Lawrence* s a id  th e  Independent p a r ty  were enraged 
w ith  F ien n es .
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and fo re judged  and d iv id e d  th e  House in to  two p a r t s ,  I  hope i t  

i s  law fu l f o r  me t h a t  am no Grandee, to  take  the  same l i b e r t y . • ,  

you w i l l  f in d  some th a t  a re  zea lous o f a peace and se ttle m e n t, and 

th o se  are  such as have l o s t  by th e  w a rre ; o th e rs  you w i l l  f in d  th a t
A

a re  a g a in s t peace , and th o se  a re  such th a t  have ga in ed  by th e  Wars*.

T his rep ly  s ile n c e d  Vane, f o r  i t  was th e  most w idely  b e liev ed  o f  a l l
2

th e  accu sa tio n s made a g a in s t th e  M .P.S, and the  one on which h is

f a th e r  c e r ta in ly ,  and liim se lf p ro b ab ly , was th e  most v u ln e ra b le .

P r id e  aux and S i r  P e te r  Wentworth supported  Vane in  h is  views on

con tinued  n e g o tia t io n s ,  and wanted a d e c is io n  taken  th en  and th e r e ,
3

b u t th e  debate was again  ad journed . T=wo days l a t e r  on th e  Itlbnday 

i t  was resumed, and o ld  S i r  %monds D’Ewes, S i r  Benjamin Rudyerd and 

S i r  R obert H arley m ain ta ined  t h e i r  op in io n  th a t  th e  concessions 

made by th e  k ing  were s u f f ic ie n t  to  j u s t i f y  an o th e r a ttem pt to  

’ t r e a t* .  A ll day i t  was argued ’ to  and f ro * , and among the  long 

l i s t  o f  M .P.s who, Pragm aticus a lle g e d , opposed D*3wes were th e  two

1 . B 476( 2) .  5-12 Dec. G ardiner d id  no t use t h i s  d ium all©
2 . See e .g .  The A ntipodes, o r  Reform ation w ith  th e  Heeles Upward,

E 399( 16) .
3 . They e v id e n tly  th ough t th a t  th e  A m y 's  approach would be a 

conv incing  argum ent, b u t th e  M.P.S were no t so e a s i ly  i n t i mid a te d . 
P iynne wanted th e  q u e s tio n  l a id  a s id e ,  openly d e c la r in g  th a t  they  
were n o t a f r e e  p a rlia m e n t, because they  vrere endangered by the  
Army's approach. (As n o te  1 .)
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Vanes. But they and th e  o th e rs  who thought l ik e  them based

th e i r  argument now no t on reason but on n e c e ss ily  -  Cromwell

and th e  Army had a rr iv e d  a t  W hitehall on the  Saturday , and
-1

w ith o u t conmlying w ith  th e  R eso lu tions o f  th e  Amy th e re

could  be ho hope o f  a s e ttle m e n t. Mildmay sa id  th e  k ing

could n o t be t ru s te d  any more than  a l io n  th a t  had been 'raged* and

s e t  a t  l ib e r ty  aga in . The House ro se  a t  e ig h t o 'c lo c k  nex t 
2

m orning, when Vane and h is  f r ie n d s  had been d e fe a te d  in  a f u l l  

House.^

I f  t h i s  account o f  Pra.gm aticus' s i s  t r u e ,  and again  i t  has 

the  r in g  o f a u th e n tic i ty ,  i t  s t i l l  le a v es  V ane's m otives f o r  

opposing th e  continuance o f  peace n e g o tia t io n s  unexp la ined .

I t  i s  p robab le  th a t  he sh a red  Ivîildmay's d i s t r u s t  o f th e  k in g , 

he may have f e l t  th a t  an id e a l  commonwealth o f th e  to le r a n t  type

1. Rushworth, 1647-8, p a r t  iv ,  v o l .2 , p . 1331. T his i s  an ab b rev ia ted  
v e rs io n  -  r o y a l i s t  w r i te r s  comment on the  v e rb o s ity  o f  th e  
o r ig in a l .

2 . One M.P. a s s e r te d  th a t :  ' t h e  d r i f t  o f  th e se  gentlem en i s ,  to  take  
advantage no t on ly  o f  the  t e r r o r  now brought on us by th e  p re se n t 
approach o f  th e  Am y, but a lso  to  sp in  ou t th e  debate  o f  th i s  
b u s in ess  to  an unseasonable tim e o f  n ig h t, by which meanes th e  more 
a n c ie n t gentlem en o f  th e  House (whomthey look upon as most av erse )

to  V ane's and P r id e  aux* s v iew s] w i l l  be t i r e d  o u t ,  and fo rced  to  
d e p a r t* . See no te  1 , p .  190. D'Éwes, Rudyerd and H arley were o ld  
men. The speech o f  V ane's m entioned by Ludlow ( i ,2 0 8 )  i s  ev id en tly , 
to  judge from th e  re fe re n c e  to the  a m y , one made in  the  Monday 
d e b a te .

3 . P ragm aticus g ives 119-84, and i s  no t f a r  wrong -  i t  was a c tu a lly  
129-83. g ^ .v i ,  93 .
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th a t  he wished f o r  was im possible  w ith  e i th e r  the  k ing  

o r  th e  P re sb y te ria n s  in  power, o r again  he may have been 

moved by lo y a lty  to  Cromwell and the A m y. Though he 

spoke f o r  accep ting  th e  A m y 's Remonstrance o f  November, 

which made a n e g o tia te d  peace i n ^ s s i b l e ,  he d id  no t 

ap p a ren tly  w ish f o r  th e  dea th  o f  th e  king -  a t  any r a te  he v/as 

n o t a member o f the  committee s e t  up on 23 December to  consider
A

'how to  proceed in  any way o f  ju s t ic e  a g a in s t the  k in g ,

though S t .  John and M arten were, and Vane su re ly  cou ld

have been so i f  he had w ished. Here again  V ane's d is t in c t io n s

were too su b tle  to  be understood by th e  m u ltitu d e , who v/ould

knov/ on ly  th a t  he was one o f  the  very  sm all group -  t l i i r t y
2. E le n c tic u s  says -  who were ' downright f o r  th e  Amy *, and

th a t  th e  A m y 's Remonstrance c le a r ly  im p lied  the  punishm ent
3

i f  not th e  death  o f the  k in g . On 6 December came P r id e 's

1. ^ . v i ,  102-3. See no te  E.
2 . E le n c tic u s  g ives a l i s t  o f  then , and in c lu d e s  Vane, bu t no t 

h is  f a th e r .
3 . I t  named among o ffen d e rs  the  k ing  h im se lf , and urged th a t  he 

should  be brought to  j u s t i c e .  See no te  1 , p . 191.
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P urge , and the p o l i t i c a l  s i tu a t io n  changed f o r  Vane;
1

G ile s  Greene was gone from the House, and someone e ls e

would have to  do th e  work he had done f o r  the  navy.
2

P ie rre p o n t a lso  was gone -  he had withdrawn v o lu n ta r i ly .

I t  was l ik e ly  th a t  th o se  who had su c c e ss fu lly  fo rc e d  th e i r  

p o lic y  on the  House would f in d  them selves c a rry in g  considerab ly  

more r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  in  th e  fu tu re  -  o f  course t h i s  may have 

been one o f t h e i r  o b je c tiv e s .

The r o y a l i s t  jo u r n a l i s t s  made one s tran g e  a l le g a t io n  

a g a in s t  Vane, wliich can hard ly  be taken  s e r io u s ly , when they 

began to  a s s e r t  in  May 1648 th a t  the  new f r ig a te s  were being 

p rep a red  to enable him to  escape from Englandl I f  th e  Kent 

r e b e l l io n  were su c c e ss fu l 'S i r  H a r iy 's  magazine may chance to  

be bloY/n up, and h im se lf  and h is  C onven tic le , and a l l  the  c re a tu re s

1. E 476( 1) ,  The P arliam en t under tl^e power o f th e  sword, 
names Greene as one o f the  secluded  M .P.s (11 Dec. Y, 
though he i s  s t a te d  in  ano ther pam phlet, (E 477(30), 19-26 
D e c .) , to  be one o f  the 'p ru d e n tia ll*  men, who might be 
b i l l i n g  to  be drawn o f f  upon advantage*. P ragm aticus in  
h is  is su e  o f  12-19 Dec. speaks o f  Greene as *in Limbo*.
E 476(33) .  I t  was Greene who had p resen te d  th e  p e t i t io n  o f 
th e  11 impeached P re sb y te ria n  members in  l647 j he must have 
had a t  l e a s t  some syn^atby v /ith  them -  and some courage,
E 399(11).

2 . P ie rre p o n t had, according  to  M ercurius E le n c tic u s , v o lu n ta r ily  
withdrawn. E 4 7 6 (4 ). 5-12 D ec.lé^B .
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o f  h is  C onfederacy, loose  the  confederacy o f  th o se  new

f r i g o t s ,  which have a tten d ed  th e re  th ese  two months, to

c a r iy  away him and h is  own p r e t ty  men o f  God, and t h e i r

She-Baggages b e s id e s , th a t  have laboured  w ith  then  in  a l l
1

th e  work o f  th e  New Go s p e l l* .

The re fe re n c e s  to  V ane's co n v en tic le  a re  in te r e s t in g ;  

again  Pragm aticus seems to  have had some p r iv a te  source 

o f  in fo rm a tio n , and one w ishes he had d ivu lged  th e  id e n t i ty  

o f  V ane's group o f  f r i e n d s .

There a re  many in d ic a tio n s  t h a t ,  a p a r t from one sh o rt 

p e r io d . Vane was a c tin g  w ith  h is  u su a l energy du rin g  the 

1647-8 p e r io d . I t  i s  c le a r  th a t  he was c lo se ly  co -opera ting  

w ith  Cromwell a t  th e  tim e, and was indeed th e  spokesman f o r  

Cromwell and th e  Amy in  th e  autumn o f  1647 and during  I 648.

I t  seems h ig h ly  l ik e ly  th a t  Vane absen ted  h im se lf  d e lib e ra te ly  

from parliam en t and i t s  main c om m ittees f o r  s ix  mont lis from

1 . S 433(37)5 E 443( 21) ;  Such a l le g a t io n s  were being  f re e ly  
m ade,at th e  tim e a g a in s t Reynolds, Skippon and o th e r  
M .P .s. S 445( 1 ) and (3 ) ;  E 438 (7 ); P 458(12).
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December 164.6 , w hile  th e  Independents were in  e c l ip s e ,  ̂

and only re tu rn e d  when th e  A m y  had tem p o ra rily  secured 

power f o r  th e  Independents in  June l6if7. He was 

t r a v e l l in g  about w ith  th e  Array a l l  th a t  summer, and 

when th e  Array firn ily  e s ta b l is h e d  the  Independents in  

a u th o r ity  in  August 1647> Vane was one o f  th o se  who 

took th e  r e in s  o f government in  t h e i r  hands. Probably 

h is  main sp h e re  o f  a c tio n  was th e  navy, bu t he was a lso  

prom inent in  th e  House on o th e r  m a tte rs . His p o l i t i c  .. 

concessions to  th e  k ing in  September 1647 and to  the C ity  

in  1648 cannot have improved h is  re p u ta tio n  f o r  honesty . 

Y/hether he r e a l ly  leaned  tow ards an agreem ent w ith the  

king in  th e  summer and autumn o f 1648, o r  w hether he was, 

a t  W estm inster and Newport, d issem bling  h is  r e a l  w ishes i s  

no t c le a r ;  s ince  the  evidence i s  scan ty  and c o n f l ic t in g  

much must depend on o n e 's  e s tim a te  o f V ane 's  c h a ra c te r  -  i t  

seems l ik e ly  th a t  the  r o y a l i s t  view o f  Vane as a d is c ip le  o f 

M acch iave lli i s  n o t f a r  from th e  t r u th .  A d e s ire  f o r  power, 

an o u ts tan d in g  cap a c ity  f o r  hard  work, in te l l ig e n c e  o f a h igh 

o rd e r , which le d  him sometimes to s tan d  a p a r t  from 

p e rso n a l and p a rty  l o y a l t i e s ,  mark Vane in  t h i s  p e rio d  as
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alw ays, and lielp to  ex p la in  both h is  unpopu larity  and h is  s to m y  

p o l i t i c a l  c a re e r .
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Note A. D iv is io n  numbers in  th e  Commons, 3 D ec, 1646-31 ^ley 1647.

(T h is  l i s t  does no t include  d iv is io n s  on p e rso n a l o r  very  minor 

m a tte rs , and i t  in c lu d es  only those  d iv is io n s  where i t  i s  obvious 

from the id e n t i ty  o f  the  t e l l e r s  th a t  H olies and h i s  group were 

opposed to  H e s ilr ig e  and h i s ) .

G.J ,V. 1646

3 7 Dec. H o lies  and S ir  John Holland v . H e s ilr ig e  and Wes trow , 60-36©

11 12 D ec. E rie and Lewes v . S ir  P . V/entworth and S ir  Heniy Mildragy,
72-89.

12 14 D ec. H olies and E r ie  v . Evelyn and H e s i lr ig e , 80-88©

23 22 Dec. H e s ilr ig e  and Evelyn v . S ta p le to n  and Lewes, 99-136©

27 24 D ec. S tap le to n  and North v . H e s i lr ig e  and Evelyn, 103-129.

28 23 S ta p le to n  and Irb y  v . /Wentworth and N orton, 133-91.

33 29 Heyman and C onstable v . H o l le s  and S ta p le to n , 71-133.

34 31 H e s ilr ig e  and Croimvell v , E rie  and I rb y , 37-103.

1647

42 3 J a n . H o lies and S tap le to n  v . H e s ilr ig e  and H oyle, 130-69*

73 3 Feb© H olies and S tap le to n  v . S tr ic k la n d  and H e s i lr ig e ,  63-74*

90 17 Feb. H e s ilr ig e  and Evelyn v© H o lies and S ta p le to n , 143-147.

91 19 Feb. H e s ilr ig e  and Evelyn v . H o lies and S ta p le to n  148-138.

108 8 Mar. H olies and S tap le to n  v . H e s ilr ig e  and Evelyn, 136-108.

127 27 Mar© H e s ilr ig e  and Mcrley v . W aller and S ta p le to n , 48-49*

127 27 Mar. H e s i l r i g e  and Morley v. S tap le to n  and Lewes, 42-43*

131 31 Mar. H olies and Tate v . H e s ilr ig e  and Evelyn, 64-36©

143 13 A p ril .S ta p le to n  and Glyn v . Danvers and H e s i l r ig e , 8I - 6I©



198,

G.J .V. 1647

134 27 A p r i l .  Lewes and Doyley v . Evelyn and L ivesey, 104-81*

135 27 A p r i l .  H e s i lr ig e  and Livesey v . S tap le to n  and Glyn, 7-114*

162 4  May. H olies and S tap le to n  v . Evelyn and H e s i l r ig e ,  80-34,

179 20 May. H olies and E rie  v . P ie rp o in t  and Evelyn, 94^86*

179 20 May. H o lies and Massey v . Amyn and Evelyn, 96-78*
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Note B. V ane's w ithdraw al from p a rlia m e n t, D ec,1648 -  ?P eb ,l649 .
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At h is  t r i a l  Vane d e c la re d  ( T iy a l. 31 ) th a t  he was absent from

p arliam en t from 3 December to  7 February 1649 (a  p e rio d  o f  9

weeks and 3 d a y s) . He had w ithdraw n, so he s a id , because he

o b je c te d  to  the a r r a y ' s  in te rv e n tio n . In  February 1639 before th e re

was a n y  question  o f  p u t tin g  him on t r i a l ,  he d e c la re d  th a t  he was

ab sen t from h is  s e a t  in  the  House in  1648-9 fo r  s ix  weeks, and th a t

t h i s  was due to  h is  u n c e r ta in ty  as to  w hether the  t r i a l  and execu tion

o f th e  k ing were r i g h t ,  (B urton, i i i ,  174). In  1636 he had w r i t te n

o f  th e  arn\y as th e  defender o f  the  p e o p le ’s l i b e r t i e s ,  w ith  no

in d ic a t io n  th a t  he o b jec te d  to  i t s  in te r fe re n c e  in  p a rlia m e n t’ s 
i

a f f a i r s .  One may te n ta t iv e ly  conclude in  favou r o f the  1639 

speech ra th e r  than  the  t r i a l  speech fo r  the fo llo w in g  reaso n s, 

though th e re  are  coun ter-argum ents:
2

1. Vane was back a t  the A dm iralty o f f ic e  on 30 Jan u ary . 'Shy  

should  he w a it a whole week befo re  a tten d in g  p a rliam en t?  I f  he l e f t  

pa rliam en t round about 20 December, because i t  had been decided  to  

appo in t the committee f o r  the  king* s t r i a l ,  an absence of s ix  weeks 

would f i t  the 30 January  d a te  alm ost e x a c tly .

2 . His a t t i tu d e  to  th e  Amy in  1647 and I 656 does no t in d ic a te  any 

d i s l ik e  o f  i t s  in te r fe re n c e  in  p o l i t i c s ,  a t  th a t  tim e .

3 . The 1639 speech i s  a spontaneous u t te ra n c e , th e  ’T ry a l’ speech 

was p repared  fo r  p u b lic a tio n  by someone e l s e .

1 . A H ealing Q uestion , 8 -9 .
2 , See below, c iia p .v i, p . 273.
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4o Vane had su ffe re d  t r i o  p e rio d s  o f imprisonment by 1662, and 

h is  memory v/as more l ik e ly  to  be f a u l ty .  A I 'u rth e r th re e  y ears  

se p a ra ted  him in  l 662 from the even ts to  which he was r e f e r r in g .

He was n o t allowed a ccess  to reco rds w hile  he was in  th e  Tower.

[Vane had so o f te n  worked w ith  S t . John th a t  one might expect them 

to  pursue a s im ila r  p o lic y  in  lé4 8 , bu t S t .  John s a id  (S 1035(3) 

in  1660 th a t  he had been excluded from parliam ent from October 

1648 to  June 1631, so th a t  no help i s  forthcom ing from t h i s  so u rce .

The sta tem ent i n  th e  Sydney P apers (ed , Blencowe, 1823, 34) 
th a t  Vane ’who had long absented h im se lf* , came and s a t  in  
p a rliam en t on 20 J a n . i s  u n re l ia b le ,  f o r  th e  d ia ry  seems to 
have been w r i t te n , o r  a t  l e a s t  r e - w r i t te n ,  a f t e r  th e  
R e s to ra tio n , and th e re  i s  no reco rd  in  the Commons Jo u rn a ls  
o f  Vane’s a ttendance  in  January  1649©
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Chap. V .  -  Vane*s p a r t  in  naval a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 640-48^.
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Throughout the Long Parliament the navy was to occupy much

o f  Vane’ s time and energy, and h is  f i r s t  recorded speech d ea lt

w ith  the su b ject. The House o f  Commons was d iscu ssin g  financing

the army in  the North, on 23 December 162*0, when S ir  Robert Fye

ra ised  the question o f  si;^ply fo r  the navy. D oubtless th is  was

by pre-arrangement, fo r  Vane promptly rose with a ’paper* to give

d e t a i ls  o f  the navy’ s f in a n c ia l needs. Though he was concerned

almost en tire ly  with money m atters, one can see in  h is  warning

th a t: *60,000  [ Ĵcj presen tly  supplied fo r  the navy, or our w a lls  w i l l

be much broken’ , something o f  the broader view and the vigour that
2

were to  mark many o f  h is  la te r  speeches. S ix days la te r  he again

urged that money should be sp eed ily  provided for the navy, and gave

d e ta i ls  o f  what was required.^ S t i l l  the Commons, pre-occupied

w ith  the needs o f the am y, did nothing fo r  the f l e e t ,  and he had
2*.

to return to the charge three weeks la t e r ,  c r i t ic i s in g  by im plication  

the in action  o f  the House, but the f l e e t  remained unprovided fo r .

In  February and March 162*.1 he spoke again on i t s  needs,^  and at 

l a s t ,  on 11 March, the House decided that the V ic tu a lle r  and Treasurer^ 

o f  the navy should be sent fo r , to see i f  they would advance ready 

money fo r  i t s  use^ -  the Commons were in  fa c t  proposing to use the

1 . N oteste in , D’Ewes. 106.
2 . Ib id . . 186.
3 . N orthcote, 115.
2*.. N o teste in , D’Ewes. 266. 20 Jan. l62*.1.
5 . Ib id . . 339. 2*29.
6. Vane was already in  the House, so that h is  fe llo w -trea su rer .

S ir  William R u sse ll, was being sent fo r .
7. Ç J .Ü , 102.
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method the crown had long adopted. S ix  days la te r ,  in  a trenchant 

speech. Vane again explained in  d e ta i l  the number o f sh ips that were 

necessary and the amount of money required. ’The French intend th is  

year a f l e e t  o f  eighty s a i l ’ , he declared , ’we sh a ll lo o se  the 

r e g a l l i t i e  o f  the seas otherw ise*, and, * our strength  hath bin in  

being able to  governe the seas ’ . Vane made a reference to  ’ the  

care o f  the lord adm irall’ for  the f l e e t ,  but the con v iction  o f  the 

speech marks i t  as Vane * s own.

On the fo llow in g  day the e ld er  Vane ra ised  the question o f providing

fo r  the f l e e t .  His son had been to  see h is  fe llo w -trea su rer . S ir

W illiam R u sse ll, (who had gout, and th erefore probably could not

come to  the House). R u sse ll had made what D’Ewes c a lle d  only a

’ s l ig h t  o f fe r ’ to supply the f l e e t ,  and D’Ewes, when he rose to

speak, more than h in ted  that the navy’ s i  11-preparedness was due

to R u sse ll, and made s ig n if ic a n t  references to the w ealth R useell 
2

had acquired. He ca st no sim ilar aspersions on Vane however. A 

committee was se t  up to consider finan ce fo r  the navy, and R u ssell 

f in a l ly  offered  to  len d  s ix  thousand pounds, he and h is  fe llo w -  

Treasurer jo in t ly  agreeing to pledge th e ir  personal c re d it  fo r  the 

r e s t  o f  the twenty thousand pounds required.^

1 . N o te s te in , D’Ewes. 498-9.
2 . Ib id .  .505 -6 . R u sse ll  had been n a v y -tre a su re r  since  161;8, w ith  

some in te r v a l s .
5 . I b i d . . 518-9.
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The House decided to assign  tunnage and poundage (and not a

subsidy) for  the needs o f  the navy, presumably preferring in d ir ec t

taxation  to d ir e c t , and the money for  twenty sh ips was provided by

A p ril 1641. The v e s se ls  were f i t t e d  and ready f o r  sea , excep t

fo r  the crews -  Northumberland wrote to the king that: ’having

la te ly  had occasion  to presse fo r ty  men fo r  your m ajesty’ s se r v ic e ,
2

only one man o f  them appeared, who ran away the next day’. The o ld  

severe p e n a lt ie s  fo r  r e s is t in g  the press had gone, and mere exhortation  

was in e f f e c t iv e .  Nor thumb e r land wrote to  the king, that ’i f  some 

other course bee not sp eed ily  taken, to  make marriners obedient to  

the p resse , the great expense in  preparing o f  t h i s  f le e t e  w i l l  be 

t o ta l ly  l o s t ,  the seas l e f t  unguarded th is  son m er...leav ing  the  

provision  o f  a remedy to your m ajesty’s wisdoms’ .^

Perhaps Northumberland hoped f o r  ano ther ro y a l p roc lam ation .

Vane preferred to  re ly  on Parliam ent. In words almost id e n t ic a l  

to those Northumberland had used in  h is  l e t t e r  to  the king Vane

urged in  the Commons that u n less the House took some course th at

sa ilo r s  might be ’pressed’ the co st already incurred in  v ic tu a llin g

1. For Vane’s la te r  statem ent that the navy’s serv ices in  protecting  
merchant shipping were the grounds for  assign ing tunnage and 
poundage to the navy, see B u r to n ,i i i ,  445.

2 . Bodl. Tanner MS 66 f  . 4 8 . Northumberland to ld  the king: ’The
p r in c ip a ll o f f ic e r s  o f  your m ajesty’ s navy have advertised  mee. . . ’ .
This could mean Vane. For pressing as carried  on in  the 1630s see
Hollond, D iscourses. 134, and fo r  the 1640s, ’The humble remonstrance 
o f  Andrewss B u rre ll’ . E 3 35 (6 ). J .  R. Hutchinson, The Press-Gang. 
A float and Ashore. 1913, has l i t t l e  infoim ation about the seventeenth  
century, but does mention th e  proclamation o f  1623, which merely 
admonished the pressed seaman to do h is  duty.

3 . Tanner MS. lo o , c i t .
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and furnishing the sh ips would be l o s t .  A sharp debate fo llow ed .

Some members ’would by noe meeines have anie mariners p rest as
1

being against the lawes and lib e r  t i e  o f  the su b ject’ . Nothing 

was decided about the matter that day, and on the next day, although
2

motion was made for  taking up the matter again, i t  was ’ la id  a s id e ’ .

C learly  the House d is lik e d  the idea o f  forcing s a i lo r s  to serve 

aga in st th e ir  w i l l ,  and fo r  the time being Vane was defeated .

Not u n t i l  7 May was the subject ra ised  again, on a day when 

the excitement about th e  f i r s t  Anay P lo t  and the P ro testa tion  was 

running high, and at the time fo r  th e  mid-day meal, when maiy M.P.s 

would be absent.^ This time Wyld was ordered to bring in  a b i l l  fo r  

the ’pressing* o f  s a i lo r s ,  but only ’for  th is  o ccasion ’ . The House 

was ev id en tly  s t i l l  uneasy about the measure. I t  seems however that 

the House had been ’managed’ -  that a time had been chosen when members’
4

minds were f u l l  o f  other su b jects , and when th e ir  numbers were d ep leted .

The b i l l  now went rap id ly  ahead. I t  was read twice and committed the  
5

next day, and a committee was appointed, w ith Vane named second a fter  

Glyn, to meet w ith  the Lords.^ On 11 May the b i l l  passed the Commons,^ 

and sh ortly  received  the royal a ssen t. Vane seems a lso  to have

1 . H arl.163, f . 55-55v. 16 Ap.l 641 .
2 . Ib id . .  63.
3 . g r . i i ,  138.
4 . Mercuiius Pragmaticus asserted  th at th is  tr ic k  was resorted  to

in  1648 -  a motion was started  ’a fte r  12 o ’clock (the u su a ll time
when the House r is e s )  when most members that they feared would 
hinder i t  were gone to dinner, and by th is  tr ic k  carried  i t ’ . E 470(35). 
21-28 Nov.

5 . Peyton, f  .1 1 7 . 8 May 1641 (a .m .)
6 . C J .i i .  i 40-42 . The committee met that afternoon, though the House

was s i t t in g  at the time -  the b i l l  was being rushed through.
7 . H a r l.1 63, f . 164.
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supported the con scrip tion  o f  so ld ie r s  -  at le a s t  in  December 1641

when d iscu ssion  on th is  subject had been interrupted by a summons

to the royal presence, i t  was he who moved the resumption o f  the
1

debate on the engrossing o f  the b i l l .

In November 1641, when the Lord Admiral desired  an ordinance 

o f  parliament as h is  warrant in  carrying out a Commons* request to 

se t  out four sh ips to  defend Irelan d , Vane appeared as h is  spokesman. 

Vane presented the ordinance ready d rafted , and the House passed i t .

The Lords were probably troubled at the way in  which the royal authority  

was being ignored -  thqy apparently contemplated an amendment to the

e f f e c t  that the action  was taken in  accordance with the k ing’ s
2  ̂d ir e c t io n s . D’Ewes was aware o f  the Commons’ assumption o f  respons­

i b i l i t y  fo r  the navy; he wrote in  June 1642 th a t: ’we tooke upon us

the care o f i t  [the navjJ for  about the space o f  two years f s in c e j  ?

I t  was Vane who moved that the sh ips that were assigned to the  

Ir is h  coast should be hastened away, and that money should be borrowed 

from the City at once fo r  th is  pu ipose. The Court o f Aldemen author­

is e d  payment next day.^ A week la te r  V assa ll proposed that the s a i lo r s  

o f  the merchant ships len t to the roya l navy should be paid at the rate

1 . Coates, D’Ewes. 224. Maynard, more than once Vane’s opponent, 
attacked the convulsion in  the b i l l  very cogently -  ’presse he 
would n o tt , because that was a kind of contract, to  which noe 
man could bee compelled’ . Peyton, f  .162  11 D ec. 1641.

2 . Coates, D’Ewes. l6 5 .
3 . H arl.163 , f . 146 . 4 J u n .l6 if2 .
4 . Coates, D’Ewes. 183. 22 Nov.
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1
o f  tw enty-eight days to the month, and not th ir ly  -  sa ilo r s  in

2
the merchant marine had higher pay than royal navy men -  but Vane 

and others opposed V assall*s su ggestion . I t  would be in te r e s t in g  

to know on what grounds -  p o ssib ly  i t  was feared th a t sa ilo r s  would 

d esert from merchant ships -  but on th is  there i s  no inform ation.

Vane lo s t  h is  post as Treasurer o f  the Navy in  December 1641 ; 

a Commons committee la te r  sta ted  that he had been punished fo r  h is  

part in  S tra ffo rd ’s t r i a l  in  the previous A p ril.^  I t  i s  odd that 

the d ism issa l had not come much e a r l ie r . He had taken no part in  

the famous Grand Remonstrance debate o f 22 November, nor on those o f  

the previous days, though i t  i s  true that he had probably drafted part 

o f  the document,^ and th is  m%r have been known to the k ing.

Henceforward he was le s s  a c tiv e  in  navy a f f a ir s ,  though he was 

s t i l l  concerned w ith  them. A few weeks a fter  h is  d ism issa l he urged 

that a short b i l l  should be passed prolonging the grant o f  tunnage 

and poundage fo r  two months, and when D’Ewes rose to support him ’ soe 

the seas and kingdoms might not be l e f t  unguarded’ , h is  words read as

1 . Ib id . . 208.
2 . H arl.163 , f  .33 , Some members, when th e  conscrip tion  o f  sa ilo r s  

was proposed, held th at the serv ice  would be more a ttr a c t iv e  i f
’ ther wages might bee encreased and th er  persons b e tter  used then 
former l i e  ’ . Ib id . . f  .3 5 -6 . This inç>lies th at royal navy pay was 
lower, and Slyngesby (Hollond, Disconnrses,351 -2 )  s ta te s  th is  was 
so in  1660. S ir  Thomas Roe sa id  that food in  the S ta te ’s navy was 
b etter  than in  merchant sh ip s, but work and d is c ip lin e  was harder -  
higher pay would not so lve  the problem. Perhaps th is  was Vane’ s 
view .

3 . W hittaker, f ,2 2 0 v , says o f Vane th a t he had the treasurership  
’taken from him upon the question o f  the e a r l o f S tr a ffo r d .’ 15 Ju ly
1645 .

4# See below, pp. 339-40.
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1
though they were an echo o f  Vane’ s own speech. He continued

2
to be Northumberland’ s spokesman in  the Commons on occasion .

On 7 March Vane reported to  the Coinaons from the I^rd

Admiral that the king had proposed th at one larger sh ip ,

the P rince, should take the p lace o f  two that the House had

recen tly  decided should be sent to  the Ir ish  Sea. The

m atter was referred , a fter  a d iv is io n ,^  to the Committee 
4

o f  the Navy, G iles Greene, i t s  chairman, v is i t e d  

Northumberland, who declared the Prince u n fit  fo r  se r v ic e .

The House decided to  ignore the k in g ’s proposal, and to

send the two sh ip s , but Vane now argued that in  p lace  o f  one o f

these sh ip s , o f  4^500 tons each, severa l sm aller ones, o f

50-60  tons each, would be more u se fu l, and S ir  Walter Earle
5

seconded him.

1 . H a r l,l6 2 , f ,3 5 1 v , 26 Jan ,l642 .
2 . ^ . i i ,  493; H a rl,l6 3 , f .4 5 v ;  ib id . . f .9 2 v ;  i b id , . f .4 5 v .
3 . No doubt because the k ing’s w ishes were being d e f ie d ,
4 . Ib id , . f f .2 1 v .  22v,
5 . I b i d . . f .31V.



210.

The Committee o f  the Navy ju s t  mentioned had become very 

important in  naval adm inistration. I t  was one o f  the mazy 

ad hoc committees s e t  up in  164I to d ea l w ith  naval a f fa ir s ,  

and had been in stru cted  to prepare a tunnage and poundage
2

b i l l ,  and consider how money should be provided fo r  the navy.

Most o f  i t s  m«nbers were a lso  on a Committee o f  Customs which

did yeoman serv ice  in  drawing up a Book o f  R ates,^ so u se fu l

that i t  continued in  force u n t i l  a fter  the R estoration ,^

I t  was the only navy committee to  survive the 1641 r ec ess ,

when a l l  committees lapsed by order o f  the House, except
5

those s p e c if ic a l ly  revived . As the navy was paid fo r  out o f

some customs d u tie s , inclu d ing  tunnage and poundage, the

d ecision  o f  the House to amalgamate the two committees in
6

1643 i s  understandable. Thus the 'Committee o f  Navy and 

Customs' was created .

With the Navy and Customs Comoittee was associa ted  a network o f

1 . For the MS sources fo r  the Navy Committees, 1642-1653, see  
bibliography, note A, p. 3H*

2 . g _ , i i ,  107. 18 Mar,
3 . A D eclaration  in  V indication o f the Honour o f  the Parliam ent; 

and o f  the Committee o f  the Navy a ^  Customs against a l l  
T raducers...by  G iles Greene. 405(0^, 1 Sept.1b47 (Thomason's 
d a te ) .

4 . C.D. Chandaman, The English Public Revenue, 166O-88  (unpublished 
Ph.D. th e s is , London, 1934), p .58.

5 .- ^ . i i ,  304.
6 . l a . i i i ,  299, 2 N0V.1643 .
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other navy conm ittees. Greene, Vane and four merchants were

unpaid Conmissioners o f the Navy; w ith  the paid commissioners

they took over in  September 162*2 the d u ties  the Surveyor,

Comptroller and Clerk o f  the Acts had performed h ith er to .

Shortly a f te r , in  October, s ix  o f the Navy and Customs Committee

and three peers were given the ju r isd ic t io n a l function  o f the

Lord High Admiral; the earl of Northumberland had been dism issed

by the King, and though the House appointed the e a r l  o f Warwick
2

Commander-in-chief, i t  put the adm iralty in to  commission. Both

Vane and h is  fa th er  were on th is  Admiralty Committee, and Greene,

the ea r ls  of Northumberland and Warwick were fellow-members. The

ju r isd ic t io n a l d u tie s  o f  the Admiralty put a fu rth er  r e sp o n s ib ility

upon s ix  o f the same men who already had a heavy f in a n c ia l  burden

as members o f  the Navy and Customs Committee; as Greene put i t  la te r ,

they: ’did wade through those in tr ic a te  ca ses which f e l l  out in
3

that f i r s t  year’ . Almost the same men were a Committee o f  Excise  

and a Foreign A ffa irs Committee. The Committee o f Excise d ea lt  

with d isp u tes a r is in g  out o f  sh ips and goods taken by r e p r isa l;  th is  

also involved many in tr ic a te  law -cases, and was, according to Greene,

’a d is tra c ted  work’ . The Committee for  Foreign A ffa irs  d ea lt  w ith

1. For a b r ie f  o u tlin e  o f naval adm inistration o f the Interregnum, 
1641-59, see A.C. Dewar, R .N ., Mariner’s Mirror, x i i ,  1926,
2*06-. I  owe t h i s ,  and the reference to those o f Vane’ s accounts f o r  

1 6 4 2 -9  as navy treasurer which are in  the P ub lic  Record O ffice , to the 
kindness o f  Mr. D.E. Kennedy, o f  the u n iversity  o f  Melbourne,

2 . g ^ . i i ,  812, 813, 19 O ct.1642,
3 . Greene, op. c i t .
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com plain ts from the ambassadors of Spain , France and H olland ,
1

and was kep t busy.

The c e n t r a l  f ig u re  in  a l l  th ese  com m ittees was G iles  Greene -
2

t h i s  i s  c le a r  from th e  d i a r i e s  and Commons J o u rn a ls . Vane, 

though a member o f th ese  com m ittees, p layed  a secondary r o l e .

The f a c t  t h a t  he lo s t  h is  o f f ic e  as navy t r e a s u r e r  in  December

1641 was p a r t ly  re sp o n s ib le  f o r  t h i s ,  no doub t, but th e  m ajor f a c to r  

must have been h i s  p re -o ccu p a tio n  w ith  g e n e ra l p o l ic y . From March

1642 to  th e  end o f  1643 he appears no t to have spoken on th e  navy 

o r  n ava l m a tte rs  more th an  tw ice . In  June 1642 he d e liv e re d  a 

p e t i t io n  p resen ted  by ships* c a p ta in s  who brought ammunition from 

H u ll to  London,^ and in  March 1643 he was the  spokesman o f  the Navy 

Committee, Greene on t h i s  occasion  a c tin g  only as h is  seconder. This 

l a s t  i s  a cu rious in c id e n t .  Vane inform ed th e  Commons th a t  th e

com m issioners the  House had l a te ly  appo in ted  to re c e iv e  th e  customs,

who were c e r ta in  London aldeim en, would no t lend  th e  £30,000 req u ested  

by th e  Committee o f th e  Navy, b u t £20,000 o n ly . The Committee thought 

f i t  t h a t  the  House should  p re s s  the  m erchants to  lend  th e  whole sum.

The m erchants were c a l le d  in ,  the  Speaker addressed  them on the  su b je c t, 

and presum ably rebuked them, fo r  D’Ewes was su ip r ise d  to  see  the London 

c i t i z e n s  who had been, as he say s, so much re sp o n sib le  f o r  th e  c i v i l  

war, ’soe roughly d e a l t  w i th a l l* . He concluded th a t  ’ they  had some

1 . I b id .
2 . See below, p 2 1 6 no te  6.
3 . C J . i i .  627 s t a te s  th a t  the sh ip s  came from Kings to  n-upon-H ull,

which would e x p la in  Vane’s p re se n tin g  Ihe p e t i t io n  and i s  
p robab ly  c o r r e c t .  D’Ewes s ta te s  th a t  the sh ip s were from
Berwick (H a rl.1 63, f . l6 4 v ) ;  he g iv e s  Vane’s name as the  person 
p re se n tin g  th e  p e t i t i o n .
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s e c re t  p l o t t  to  make some advantage o f t h i s  req u est o f  o u rs , which

f e l l  ou t a c c o rd in g lie  th e  day fo llo w in g , f o r  Mr. Greene p re fe r re d

an ord inance  on th e r  b e h a lf  e to  be p a s t bo th  houses extreme l i e  to  
1

th e r  advantage.* (The aldermen were to  r e t a in  the  re c e iv e rsh ip

o f th e  customs fo r  a c e r t a in  tim e and had power to d ism iss and
2

employ a l l  o f f ic e r s  -  which might be a p r o f i ta b le  r i g h t ) .  I t  

would seem th a t  the p u b lic  rebuke ad m in iste red  to  the  c i t i z e n s  was 

designed  to  cover up th e  f a c t  th a t  s u b s ta n t ia l  concessions were to  

be made to  t h e i r  demands. A lte rn a tiv e ly  they  may have been allowed 

to  s t a t e  t h e i r  o b je c tio n s , though D’Ewes does not a s s e r t  t h i s ,  and 

by so doing p repare  the  House f o r  an o rd inance m eeting t h e i r  g riev a n ce s . 

C e rta in ly  i f  Vane and G reene’s in te n t io n s  were merely to  overawe th e  

com m issioners, one would h a rd ly  expect the  ord inance to fo llow  the  

nex t day , as i t  d id . I t  i s  not c le a r  why Vane, and not Greene, 

re p re se n te d  th e  com m ittee’ s views to  th e  Commons. Perhaps he was 

a more p e rsu as iv e  speaker -  though Greene was a ve iy  ab le  man. By 

th i s  tim e however Vane was one o f th o se  most concerned w ith  th e  

r e la t io n s  o f th e  House to  the  C ity ; t h i s  may be the reason  th a t  he 

brought th e  m atte r up in  th e  Commons.

Meanwhile he had been re s to re d  by p a rliam en t to  h is  form er 

o f f ic e  as navy t r e a s u r e r .  A week a f t e r  th e  members had h eard  o f

1 . H a r l .1 64, f . 327 . 14 Mar. D’Ewes says th ese  ’f i e i y  s p i r i t s ’ among
the  c i t i z e n s  had been th e  main in s tru m e n ts  w ith  Han^den and th e  o th e r  
’v io le n t  men* to ’blow up th e  flame o f  our p re sen t c i v i l  w a rs .’

2 . I b id . . f . 331.
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Vane’ s d ism is sa l  by the  k in g , W alter Yonge ro se  to move t h a t ;

’S i r  H. Vane bee p u t t  in to  th e  nex t B i l l  o f f  Tunnage and Poundage
1

to  bee con tinued  T reasu re r o f  th e  N avy,’ That th e  House should

c o n tro l  th e  appointment o f r o y a l  o f f i c i a l s  was an e x tra o rd in a iy  
2

suggestion  and th e  method suggested savoured o f  b lackm ail. H olland

does no t re c o rd  any debate  on Yonge’ s su g g e s tio n , and no a c tio n  was

tak en . On 12 March, l642 Vane, whom Peyton  s t i l l  c a l l s  T reasu re r

o f  th e  Navy, moved th a t  th e  House should make f in a n c ia l  p ro v is io n

f o r  th e  navy.^  I t  was an o th e r o f  h is  lu c id  speeches, and ev id en tly

reminded th e  House th a t  he had lo s t  h is  o f f i c i a l  p o s i t io n ,  f o r  on

18 March D’Ewes came in to  the  House and found a debate  in  p ro g re ss

’ touching  th e  naming o f  S i r  Heniy Pane th e  younger in  the  B i l l  o f

Tonnage and Poundage to  be one of th e  T rea su re rs  o f th e  n a v ie . ’

D’Ewes though t th a t  i t  was ’r e fe r re d  to  th e  Committee t h a t  was to

d r  awe th e  b i l l  f o r  Tonnage & Poundage to  p re s e n t a c lau se  to  the
4

House whereby th a t  p lace  m ight bee s e t t l e d  upon him. ’ The c le rk  

however had understood d i f f e r e n t ly .  ’ I t  s h a l l  be r e f e r r e d  to  the 

C onsidera tion  o f  the  Committee, to i n s e r t  a c lau se  in  t h i s  b i l l  f o r  

th e  making S ir  H. Vane ju n io r  one o f  the  T rea su re rs  o f  th e  Navy.

1 . C oates, D’Ewes. 312. 18 Dec. 1641.
2 . An a c t d is a b lin g  ro y a l o f f i c i a l s  from s i t t i n g  in  pa rliam en t was 

a c tu a lly  in tro d u c ed  bu t e v id e n tly  th e  se p a ra tio n  o f powers d id  
n o t commend i t s e l f .  H a r l.1 63, f .2^6 . 3 June 1641.

3 . Peyton , f .1 0 2 .
4 . H a rl.1 63, f .3 7 .
5 . C J . i i ,  485.
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The c le rk  was e v id e n tly  r ig h t ,  f o r  n e i th e r  o f  th e  two tonnage and

poundage a c ts  o f th e  p e rio d  concerned has anyth ing  about con tinu ing  
1

Vane in  o f f ic e .  I t  would have been d i f f i c u l t  to  do -  as i t  was,

Warwick sen t by Pym, fo u r  days l a t e r ,  a p e t i t io n  d e ta i l in g  th e  o f f ic e s
2

such as th a t  o f  c h ie f  postm aste r which had been taken  frcxn him, and, 

lu c k ie r  than Vane, was r e - in s ta te d  by o rd e r o f  th e  House.^ But i f  

Vane had been s im ila r ly  favoured a h o s t o f o th e r  d is g ru n tle d  ex­

o f f i c i a l s  might have besieged  th e  House. Warwick’s se rv ic e s  to  th e  

coun try  and h is  rank  p u t him in  a d i f f e r e n t  c la s s .  The tunnage and

poundage committee may have co n sid ered  th a t  th e  te n th  o f  th e  N ineteen
4

P ro p o s itio n s  was a more re g u la r  way o f  o b ta in in g  re d re s s  fo r  Vane.

I t  seems he t r i e d  to p rev en t Warwick from reg a in in g  h is  lo s t  o f f ic e  o f 

P o s tm a ste r , f o r  th e  e a r l  w rote to  h i s  son -in -law  Lord Mandevile r e ­

q u estin g  him to f u r th e r  Warwick’ s i n t e r e s t s  in  the  House o f Commons,

in  re sp e c t o f  the  L e t te r  O ffice , which Vane wished ’to  con tinue in  
5

s e q u e s tra t io n ’ .

In  August 1642 however, by ord inance o f  p a rlia m e n t. Vane again  

became T reasu re r, and th i s  tim e so le  T reasu re r, o f  the  Navy.^ He 

had rece iv ed  some h e lp  in  th e  m a tte r  from W hitelocke, who wrote in  

May 1644 in  an unpublished  passage: ’I  th e re fo re  spake to  S i r  Heniy

1 . S ta tu te s  o f  th e  Realm, 1810-28, v , t4 4 , 175,
2 . H arlo l65 , f .4 2 v .
3 . I b id ..5 2 v .
4 . L J-v , 97.
5 . HMD.8 th  R ^ .  App. i i ,  58.
6 . C J . i i ,  705. 5 Aug.1642.
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Vane th e  Younger, f o r  whom I  d id  some se rv ice  in  P arliam en t in  

draw ing and p assin g  h is  Ordinance touching th e  o f f ic e  o f  T reasu rer 

o f  th e  Navy, th a t  he would lend  me th e  house a t  D eptford  belonging
A

to  th a t  o f f ic e ,  and whereof he h im se lfe  then made no u s e . ’ Two

days a f t e r  th e  o rd inance  took e f f e c t ,  a c le rk  began to  rec o rd , in
2

a book now in  the  B odleian  L ib ra ry , the  o rd ers  which the  Committee

o f  Navy and Customs gave Vane, The Committee o f  Both Kingdoms a lso

in s t r u c te d  him to  make payments f o r  navy p u rposes.^  But when the

Commons wanted a re p o r t  on the  g e n e ra l s ta te  o f the navy they c a l le d

on G iles  Greene, th e  chairman o f  th e  Navy and Customs Committee,^
5

whose o rd e rs  Greene signed . Greene a lso  made fre q u e n t re p o r ts  

from the  Committee to  th e  Commons,^ There i s  even some evidence 

th a t  Vane was no t ca rry in g  out in  person  h is  d u t ie s  as navy t r e a s u r e r  -

when in  the sp rin g  o f  1645 Greene* s Committee w ished to  know what money

was owing fo r  sh ip s  h ire d  fo r  t r a n s p o r t  d u t ie s ,  i t  was the depu ty - 

t r e a s u r e r ,  R ichard H utchinson, who was summoned before  i t . ^  The 

A dm iralty  Committee had lapsed  in  December 1645; P a rlia m e n t’s 

fo r tu n e s  were th en  a t  a d e sp e ra te ly  low ebb, th e  e a r l  o f Warwick was

appo in ted  Lord A dm iral, and he e x e rc ise d  the powers th e  Committee
Q

had f  orm erly had .

1 . BM.Add.37, 343>f.300v.
2 . Bodl.Rawl, A 220^10 Aug.
3 . E .g . CSED.16A4-45. 124; G J . i i i ,  628.
4 . E .g . C J . i i i ,  507.
5 . S .P . 1 ^ 5 0 9 /1 7 , 37, 43.
6 . E .g . H a r l .1 6 6 ,f f . 31V, 33v, 41 , 58v, 150v, 153v, ( t h i s  l a s t  was a 

two-hour r ^ o r t ) .
7 . CEPi).1644-45. 632. 8 Mar. F o r Hutchinson see below.
8 . G J . i i i ,  329 .
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Not u n t i l  1645 were th e re  f u r th e r  s ig n if ic a n t  changes in  naval

a d m in is tra tio n , but in  th ese  Vane was c lo s e ly  concerned. A fte r  the

Self-Delaying Ordinance had been in tro d u c ed , and the  ’New-Modelling*

o f  th e  arny had begun, i t  was n a tu ra l  fo r  pa rliam en t to  consider th e

c o n tro l  o f  the  navy a ls o ,  and in  February 1645 an ord inance  was

brought in  to  th e  House, by which n av a l a d m in is tra tio n  was to  be

reform ed. A committee was s e t  up, to  send fo r  the commission

fo rm erly  g ran ted  f o r  c a rry in g  on n av a l a f f a i r s  (th e  October 1642

ord inance  appo in ting  th e  n ine A dm iralty  Commissioners, o f  whom Vane

was o n e ), and to  c o n s id e r  what o f f i c i a l s  were necessa ry  f o r  th e  navy,
1

t h e i r  s a la r ie s  and p r iv i le g e s .  The committee was a la rg e  one;

Greene was named f i r s t ,  but Vane was no t a manber, no doubt because

he was a t  U xbridge. As soon as he re tu rn e d , on 27 February , he was
2

added to th e  com m ittee. In  A p r il ,  perhaps as th e  r e s u l t  o f th e  

d e l ib e ra t io n s  o f  t h i s  comm ittee, th e  e a r l  of Warwick l o s t  h is  o f f ic e  

o f  Lord Adm iral. The powers o f  th e  o f f ic e  were again  pu t in to  the  

hands o f a com m ittee, t h i s  tim e o f  e i ^ t e e n  -  among whom Vane was no t 

in c lu d e d .^  I t  i s  v e ry  d i f f i c u l t  to  account f o r  h is  om ission . The 

new A dm iralty com m ittee’ s com position was probably a trium ph fo r  

H o lie s ’8 f a c t io n ;  o f  th e  e igh teen  members n ine belonged to  H olies*s

1. C J .iv , 21 Feb. l645 .
2 . I b id . , 64. In  Vane’s case , he was no t added to  committees when

th e  House knew he was ab sen t.
3 . I J . v i i ,  327; A .O .I. i ,  669.
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1
group, and only  two to  Vane’ s .  But why should H o lie s ’ s group 

w ish to  h u m ilia te  Warwick, whose sym pathies were w ith  t h e i r  group, 

by p u t t in g  th e  adm ira lty  in to  commission? Perhaps t h i s  was the  

p lan  o f  Vane and S t .Jo h n ’ s group, but H o lies and h is  fo llo w e rs  had 

won one o f  t h e i r  o c ca s io n a l successes when th e  A dm iralty committee 

was a c tu a l ly  nom inated. I t  seems u n lik e ly  th a t  Vane w ished to  g ive 

up some o f  h is  navy work, and was th e re fo re  no t nom inated, f o r  

in  O ctober he became a member. I f  h is  exc lu sion  was indeed  a 

p o l i t i c a l  m a tte r , wly should  H o lies be so pow erful in  A p ril  1645?

I t  i s  p o s s ib le  th a t  Vane was i l l  -  th e re  i s  p r a c t ic a l ly  no in fo rm ation  

about him in  th a t  month. He d id  no t a t te n d  th e  Committee o f  Both 

Kingdoms, he made no r e p o r ts  in  th e  House, and a p a r t  from  Sabran’ s 

s ta tem en t th a t  Vane had denounced the  S c o ts , th e re  i s  no evidence 

o f  a c t iv i ty  on h is  p a r t  a t  a l l .

The new A dm iralty ccm mittee was in s t r u c te d  to  name a commander-in- 

c h ie f  f o r  th e  navy, and a p o l i t i c a l  s tru g g le  ensued; when th e  committee 

met two days l a t e r  i t  re so lv e d  th a t  bo th  Houses should be infoim ed 

th a t  th e  Self-D ery ing  Ordinance made i t  im possib le  to  nominate a

1. I  assume th a t  the  e a r l s  o f Pembroke, N orth  and Warwick belonged to  
H o lie s ’s group, and th e  M.P.S S ta p le to n , W hitelocke, S i r  C h ristopher 
Wray and S ir  John Evelyn o f  S u rrey . Vfith H olies h im se lf  th i s  makes 
a t o t a l  o f  n in e , and probably  Greene leaned  to  th e  P re sb y te ria n s  
(see  p . 193 above). Only Say c e r ta in ly  belonged to  Vane’s group.
For evidence as to  H o lie s ’ s a s s o c ia te s  see W hitelocke’s M em orials, 
h is  MS and H o lie s ’ s Memoirs.
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1
s u i ta b le  person . H o lie s , who was in s t ru c te d  to  inform  the

Commons o f the Committee’ s d e c is io n , and Warwick, who was to inform

th e  Lords, were in  f a c t  con tinu ing  th e  f ig h t  a g a in s t  th e  ord inance

which they  h a te d . A ulicus noted  th e  e x tra o rd in a iy  arrangem ent o f

d iv id in g  the  a d m ira l’s power among e ig h teen  commiss io n e rs , but added;

’Yet fo r  a l l  t h i s  power i s  cu t in to  18 p a r c e l l s ,  you may see i t

g a th e r in g  in to  one s in g le  p e rso n , which i f  you w i l l  observe who le a d s
2

up th e  o th e r  sev en teen , i s  no hard  d is c o v e iy ’ . Perhaps A ulicus

thought Greene would dominate th e  new committee -  i f  so , he was r i g h t .

W ithin a week however o f  s e t t in g  up th e  committee o f e ig h tee n .

P a rlia m e n t, ’ see in g  th e i r  d i s t r a c t io n s  in c re a se  and th e i r  fo rc e s

d im in ish ) ’ , as A u licus p u t i t , ^  appo in ted  Warwick as  oomnander-in-

c h ie f ,  but th e  c ircum stances in  which th i s  was done a re  in te r e s t in g .

I t  was se r io u s ly  proposed th a t  a committee o f  th re e  should command

th e  navy, o f  whom Warwick was to be one. P e reg rin e  Pelham and A lexander
4

Bence h is  c o a d ju ta to r s .  A ccording to  W hittaker Pelham and Bence were

1 . Bodl. Rawl, 0 .4 1 6 , f . 2 ( th e  Committee’s M in u tes), 21 A p r i l .  I t  would 
seem from D’Ewes (H a rl.1 66, f .2 0 9 v .)  th a t  th e  A dm iralty Committee 
wanted Warwick as adm ira l, as one would ex p ec t, bu t D’Ewes i s  no t 
c le a r  on t h i s .  (C f .f .2 0 5 v .)  Yonge re p o r ts  H o lies  as saying th a t  th e  
committee considered  th a t  th e  f l e e t  should  be under th e  command o f  
one man, b u t could  n o t th in k  o f  anyone f i t  f o r  so g re a t a t r u s t .
S ir  R obert pye then  moved th a t  Warwick should be appo in ted , EM .Add. 
18,780 f . 5 .

2 . E 284(20). 20-27 A p r i l .
3 . E 286(17). 4-11 May.
4 . W hittaker, f.2 0 7 -2 0 7 v , H a r l .166, f ,2 0 3 v . W hitelocke, l ik e  W h ittak e r,

thought th a t  a l l  th ree  were nom inated s u c c e s s fu lly , ’ a f t e r  long  
debate  ’ , and Pelham c e r ta in ly  took i t  fo r  g ran te d  th a t  he and th e  
two o th e rs  were appointed ro te  ; bu t i t  seems c le a r  from  the
Conmons Jo u rn a ls  th a t  Bence was n e g a tiv e d . (W hitelocke, i ,  427. C J .iv . 
125). B lake, Deane and Monk l a t e r  formed a su c c e ss fu l t r iu m v ira te  a t  
se a , but they were b e t te r  q u a l i f ie d  to  command than Bence and Pelham.
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experienced  seamen, but r e a l ly  A ulicus was more accu ra te  when he
1

c a lle d  them ’ two most famous, em inent, unheard -o f-gen tlem en’ ,
2

though Bence worked very  h a rd  on th e  Navy and Customs Committee.

N e ith e r M.P. however can be sa id  to have had the  t r a in in g  o r  experience

necessary  to  command the  navy. But Pelham belonged to  the  Independent

group, Warwick to  the  P re s b y te r ia n s , and p robab ly  Bence was to  ho ld  the

ba lance . A c tu a lly , a f t e r  a long debate th e  Commons n eg a tiv ed  Bence;

th i s  l e f t  Warwick and Pelham, and the  Lords r e je c te d  Pelham ,^ a d ec is io n

which the  Commons accep ted . When i t  came to  appo in ting  a commander f o r

th e  summer* s ex p ed itio n  th e re  was ano ther t r i a l  o f  s tre n g th  between the

two r iv a l  p a r t i e s ;  D’Ewes suggested  th a t  B a tte n , th e  v ic e -a d m ira l,
4

should command th e  f l e e t ,  and th e re  was a p ro p o sa l th a t  the  Lords

should be asked to  agree to  t h i s .  Vane, always h o s t i le  to  th e  Lords,

and W alle r, p robably  s t i l l  hoping fo r  favours from the  Independen ts,

were the  t e l l e r s  a g a in s t t h i s ,  and were d e fe a te d , by th e  narrow margin 
5

o f  two v o te s .
6

The m inutes o f  th e  A dm iralty  Committee s e t  up in  A p ril  show th a t  

i t  was dom inated by H o lie s ’ s group, w ith  Warv/ick o f te n  in  th e  c h a ir ,  

bu t in  O ctober Vane was added to  i t . ^  T h is may be connected w ith  the

1 . See n o te  3 , p .2 1 9 .
2 . B odl. Rawl, A 221, passim , e .g .  f f .1 1 v .  and 130.
3 . A u licu s , 0£ .  c i t .
4 . H a r l.1 66, f .2 0 ? v .
5 . ^ . i v ,  144. 15 May.
6 . B odl. Rawl. C 416.
7 . C J .iv , 297.
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e le c t io n  o f th e  new ’R ecru ite r*  M .P .s. According to  H o lie s , 

a f t e r  th e  f a i lu r e  o f  the  S av ile  a cc u sa tio n s  a g a in s t h im self and 

W hitelocke, the  Independents were a f r a id  they  would lo se  c o n tro l 

o f  th e  House, and th e re fo re  in  th e  long summer v a c a tio n , when many 

members were away, they  ra is e d  the  q u estio n  of f i l l i n g  th e  vacan t 

p la c e s , and even so , c a r r ie d  t h e i r  m otion b y  only th ree  votes,"*

Perhaps Vane’s e le c t io n  to  th e  A dm iralty Committee was one o f  the  

f r u i t s  o f  th e  Independents* in c re a sed  hold  on the  House a f t e r  th e  

new e le c t io n s .

An im portant in c id e n t ,  r e fe r re d  to  by Vane’s f i r s t  b iog rapher,

S ik e s , had occvrced in  J u ly  1645 -  th e  Commons reso lv ed  th a t  Vane

should  keep h is  o f f ic e  o f Navy T rea su re r  ’during  th e  continuance o f

the  w ar, and no lo n g e r ’ , as th e  House s t ip u la te d ,  p rov ided  th a t  he

p a id  over to th e  R eceiver-G enera l one h a l f  o f th e  c le a r  p r o f i t s ,
2

f o r  the  b e n e f i t  o f  the  n a tio n . Some months b efo re  a committee had 

been s e t  up to  co n s id e r what s a l a r i e s  should be allow ed th e  new h o ld e rs  

o f  o f f i c e s  vacated  by M .P.s under th e  Self-D efy ing  O rdinance;^ presum ably 

i t  was th is  committee which rep o rte d  on th e  Navy T rea su re rsh ip  .At th e  

end o f June the  House had vo ted  th a t  th e  Ordnance O ffice  should be 

re g u la te d  ’fo r  th e  b e s t  advantage o f th e  S t a t e ’ ,^  and th i s  new a t t i tu d e

1. H o lie s , Memoirs. 214, 221. A ction  was in  f a c t  taken  by the  House
in  August, though th e  m atter had been ra is e d  seven months b e fo re .
See R.N. Kershaw, ’The Reczruiting o f  th e  Long P a r lia m e n t’ , H is to ry . 
v i i i ,  n o .23. (O ct. 1923).

2 . C J .iv ,  207. 15 J u ly .
3 . I b id . .  i v ,  62. 82.
4 . BM.Add.l8, 780. f .5 8 .
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to  a d m in is tra tio n  was bound, to  a f f e c t  naval a d m in is tra tio n  a lso

sooner o r l a t e r .

Vane’s p o s t as Navy t r e a s u re r  had. been p ro te c te d , as we have

seen , by the  l a s t  c la u se  o f  th e  Self-D enying Ordinance -  ’These

members o f  e i th e r  House, who had o f f ic e s  by g ra n t from h is  M ajesty

befo re  t h i s  P a rlia m e n t, and were by h is  M ajesty d isp la c e d  s i t t i n g

t h i s  P a rliam en t, and have s in ce  by a u th o r ity  o f b o th  Houses been

re s to re d , s h a l l  n o t  by th is  Ordinance be d isch arg ed  from t h e i r  s a id

o f f ic e s  o r p r o f i t s  th e re o f , bu t s h a l l  enjoy the  same’. But now he

ob ta in ed  exp ress co n firm a tio n  o f  h is  p o s t ,  and h i s  re-appoin tm ent

was d a ted  from 12 May, when th e  Self-D enying Ordinance came in to  fo rc e .
2H is accounts from M%r 1645 th e re fo re  run from th a t  d a te .

At l e a s t  once l a t e r  h is  somewhat anomalous p o s i t io n  was challenged . 

In  A p ril  1647, when p a r ty  f e e l in g  was running h ig h , W alter Long was 

re s to re d  to  h is  p o s t as R e g is te r  o f  Chancery, no tw ith stand ing  th e  

Self-D enying O rdinance. According to  H arrin g to n ’ s d ia ry , ’S i r  E.

Vane iu n io r  ^ w a s j n o t re s to re d  though p r e s t  f o r ’ H arring ton  must 

have m isunderstood th e  p o in t a t i s s u e ,  but i t  i s  c le a r  th a t  Vane’s 

ten u re  o f  o f f ic e  had been d isp u te d , th o u ^  of cou rse  he con tinued  to  

ho ld  th e  p o s t .
4

I t  i s  rem arkable t h a t ,  as Oppenheim s ta te s .  Vane d id  n o t r e tu rn

1 . S.R . G ard iner, C o n s ti tu tio n a l  Documents o f the P u r ita n  R ev o lu tio n . 
1906, 288.

2 . A .O .I. 1706/90. 13 May l645 to  31 Dec. 1646.
3 . m .A dd .10 , 114, f . 23. 29 A p r i l .
4 . M. Oppenheim, A h is to ry  o f  th e  a d m in is tra tio n  o f  th e  ro y a l n a v y .. .

1509 to  1660 . London I 896, 295-96. Oppenheim n o tic e d  S ik es’ Id fe
o n ly , and overlooked th e  Commons o rd inance.
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to  the  S ta te  one penry o f  h i s  p r o f i t s  as navy t r e a s u re r  f o r  1645-50 -  

in  f a c t ,  he ignored  th e  o rd inance  o f Ju ly  1645 e n t i r e ly  as f a r  as 

t h i s  was concerned. His accounts f o r  May 1645 to  December 1646, 

which were n o t p resen ted  u n t i l  December I 65O, show th a t  h is  poundage was 

£ 4 ,909-17-6d . f o r  th i s  p e r io d  -  some £3,000 a y e a r . I f  he had pa id  

a iy  o f  th i s  ov e r to  the R eceiver-G eneral i t  would have been m entioned 

in  h is  voluminous d ec la red  accoun ts , but th e re  i s  no in d ic a t io n  o f  

t h i s  w hatever, and one must conclude th a t  Oppenheim* s s t r i c t u r e s  were 

j u s t i f i e d .  Perhaps Vane found th a t  he could not meet h is  necessary  

expenses w ithout the  whole poundage, b u t in  th a t  case he should have 

p u t h is  c a se  befo re  p a rlia m e n t. Perhaps he never in te n d ed  the J u ly  

o rd inance  to  be more th an  a means o f  p la c a tin g  p u b lic  c r i t ic is m  -

th e re  i s  a w ealth  o f  evidence th a t  th o se  in  p u b lic  p la c e s  were b e liev e d
1

to  be en rich in g  them selves a t  p u b lic  expense. I t  i s  odd th a t

p a rliam e n t d id  not demand th a t  he should r e tu rn  the  h a l f  o f  h is

p r o f i t s ,  but o f course  the  Md^.s may have in n o cen tly  b e liev e  th a t

t h e i r  in ju n c tio n  was being c a r r ie d  o u t .  I t  should be no ted , fo r

comparison w ith  Vane’s £3 ,000 , th a t  th o se  M .P.s who were in  need were
2

allow ed by the  House £200 a y e a r . No doubt Vane would claim  th a t  
he was f a i th f u l ly  se rv in g  the country  in  many d i f f e r e n t  ways, and

w ith  the Raby e s t a t e s  and th e  C odcfie ld  and C h e s te r - le - s t r e e t  mines 

y ie ld in g  l i t t l e  o r no th ing  he (and h i s  f a th e r )  had to r e ly  on t h e i r

1 . See above, ch ap ter i i i ,  no te  B.
2o C J .iv , 161. For com parative f ig u re s  on wages to  M .P.s see R.C. 

Latham, ’The payment o f  P a rliam en ta ry  wages -  the l a s t  p h a se ’ , 
E ng lish  H is to r ic a l  Review, ( l9 5 l ) ,  27-30 .
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income from o f f i c i a l  so u rces .

The Navy T re a su re r’ s house a t  D ep tfo rd , which as a lready

n o ted . Vane had l e t  to  W hitelocke, Lady Vane now wanted re tu rn e d .

*I came w ith  ny w ife  and ih*. H a ll and h is  w ife to  D e tfo rd ’ , w rote

W hitelocke, ’ and m y Lady Willoughby to ld  us th a t  m y Lady Vane d e s ire d

to  make use o f  D e tfo rd  house h e r s e l f ,  a recon^ense n o t veiy  g r a t e f u l l

f o r  m y lab o u r in  doing se rv ic e  f o r  S i r  Henry Vane about h is  o f f ic e ,
1

to which th i s  house b e lo n g e th ’ . Vane apparen tly  ag reed , f o r  in

O ctober W hitelocke w ro te : ’I  v i s i te d  Mr. H o lies , who was n o t w e ll,

and m eeting S i r  Heniy Vane by th e  way he went t h i th e r  w ith  me, and
2

made a la rg e  apology to  me concerning h is  house a t  D e tfo rd ’ . The

house was w orth twenty pounds a y e a r  i n  th e  l6 3 0 s ,^  and i t  to o , i f

l e t ,  would add to  the  T re a su re r’s income.

On 27 October 1645 Vane moved th a t  ano ther M.P. should  have payment

f o r  h i s  s e rv ic e s  to  th e  navy; he proposed th a t  G iles  Greene, th e

lea d in g  member o f  th e  Navy and Customs Committee, should have f iv e
4

hundred pounds a y e a r , and a r re a rs  fo r  th re e  y e a rs . Greene had 

lo s t  h is  whole e s ta te  to  th e  r o y a l i s t s ,  and had been m ain tained  by 

h is  c h ild re n , but even so W hitelocke was envious -  i t  was, he sa id , 

a rew ard f o r  committee s e rv ic e s  th a t  few o th e rs  o b ta in e d .^  About the

1 . BM.Add.37, 344 f . 3 .  12 Aug.l645.
2 . Ib id . . f . l 8 v .  11 O ct.1645.
3 . Aylmer, 19.
4 .  ^ . i v ,  322 . (Vane se n io r  was in  the  N orth , so E ls in g  must have 

meant the  y o u n g er). The ord inance  accords Greene no o f f i c i a l  
p o s i t io n .

5 . W hitelocke, i ,  529.
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same time C ornelius H olland  was given an ex ten siv e  g ra n t o f  ro y a l

lands in  Buckinghamshire to  compensate him f o r  the  o f f ic e s  he had
1 2 

l o s t  by h is  support o f  P a r l ia m e n t 's  cause , and V ane's group must

have been one o f those in  H o lie s 's  mind when he w ro te , 'th e y  j^he

dominant Independent group]] had power over a l l  th e  money o f  the

kingdom,' p lea su re d  and recongensed whom they  wou^d; which were none

to  be su re  but t h e i r  c re a tu re s ,  o r  such as were w il l in g  to  become so* .^

In  j u s t i c e  to  the Independents one must p o in t  out th a t  a v a r ic e  d id  not

mark a l l  th e  group. Many o f  them claim ed th e  £200 a y e a r  which

parliam en t allow ed M.P.s in  need, and Greene had served  f o r  th ree  y e a rs

on the Navy Committee befo re  he rece iv ed  a peniny fo r  h is  s e rv ic e s .

Moreover th e re  were some who stayed  in  town a l l  though August 1645 to

c a n y  on th e  n a t io n 's  b u s in e ss , although p lague was ra g in g  in  the  c a p i ta l
4

Greene was one, (Vane was n o t ) .

At th e  end of I 646 Vane planned to  g ive up the  o f f ic e  o f T reasu rer 

o f  the  Navy, which he had h e ld  f o r  e ig h t exac ting  y e a r s .  H is d ec is io n  

i s  understandab le  -  th e re  are  se v e ra l p o s s ib le  m otives fo r  i t .  His 

h e a lth  may have su ffe re d  from th e  y e a rs  o f  strenuous a c t iv i t y ,  he may 

have found d i f f i c u l ty  in  working w ith  a predom inantly  P re sb y te ria n  

A dm iralty committee, he may have w ished to  give more tim e to  o th e r

1 . C J .iv ,  270. 11 S ^ t .  1645. R o y a lis t pam phleteers o f te n  re fe r re d  to  
H o lla n d 's  f in a n c ia l  g a in s . H olland bought b ish o p s ' lan d s  fo r
£ 8 0 7 ,0 .7d. (Bodl.MS Rawl, B 259). Vane bought none, b u t  acquired  
church  lands in  an o th er way, exp>lained below (chap, v i i ) .

2 . Though Greene was probably  p o l i t i c a l l y  a n e u tra l  w ith  P re sb y te ria n  
le a n in g s , he i s  regarded  here  as coming under V ane's p ro te c tio n .

3 . H o lie s , Memoirs, 193.
4 . C J .iv , 251 e t
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a c t i v i t i e s .  liVhat i s  rem arkable i s  th a t  he in tended  to  s e l l  h is

o f f i c e .  There i s  no o th e r  exp lana tion  o f th e  f a c t  th a t  he asked

the  House to  g ive  him power to su rren d er th e  o f f ic e ,  'w ith  a l l  h is

i n t e r e s t  t h e r e in ' ,  and to nominate someone in  h is  p la c e . One o f

C larendon 's  co rresponden ts w rote th a t  Vane had so ld  th e  p o s i t io n ,^

which shows how contem poraries in te r p r e te d  h is  a c t io n . One i s  l e f t

w ith  th e  problem o f  accoun ting  f o r  th e  H ouse's consen t -  no o th e r

'ro y a l*  o f f i c i a l  was s im ila r ly  allow ed to  d ispose  o f  h is  p o s t .  The

motion was in troduced  v e ry  e a r ly  one m orning, and was pushed through
3

w ith  g re a t  speed, th e  Lords agreeing  s t r a ig h t  away -  perhaps i t  had

been sirranged th a t  on ly  V ane 's f r ie n d s  should be p re s e n t .  The

P re sb y te r ia n s  had g a in ed  what proved to  be a s ta b le  m a jo rity  in  the  

House on ly  a day o r  two b e fo re , and one would expect them to  have opposed 

V ane's motion v ig o ro u s ly . Of course  Vane, o r  h is  f a th e r  on V ane's 

b e h a lf , had bought the  o f f ic e  in  1639, and they  wanted to  recoup them­

s e lv e s , bu t one would no t expect the  House to  have acqu iesced . How­

e v e r, he co n tin u ed  to  h o ld  th e  p o s t u n t i l  December I 65O, so he ev id e n tly  

thought b e t t e r  o f h i s  d e c is io n .

I t  has a lready  been noted th a t  Vane was an in fre q u e n t a t  tender 

a t  th e  A dm iralty committee m eetings in  1647 u n t i l  h is  p a r ty  gained

1 . ^ . v ,  30 . 28 Dec, 1646.
2 . B odl. Clarendon MS . 2417, .14 /2^ J a n .1647. (L e tte r  o f  in te l l ig e n c e

from London). W hiteloeke ( i i ,  98) n o te s  the p a ss in g  o f  the  ord inance
3 . ^ . v ,  31.
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1
c o n tro l  o f th e  committee in  Septem ber. By an in te r e s t in g

coincidence in  tim e , Greene was g iven  leave  o f  absence from th e

Commons on th e  very  day th a t  th e  Independents were added to  th e  
2

committee -  d id  he no t want to  work w ith  them, o r  were they  tak in g

advantage o f  h is  d ep artu re?  As a lread y  no te d ,  ̂  the  Independents

used th e i r  c o n tro l  of th e  Committee to  d ispense  w ith  C aptain  B a tte n 's
4se rv ic e s  as v ic e -a d m ira l. B a tten  d id  no t l ik e  Vane, and one cannot 

h e lp  making a connec tion  between G reene 's d ep ax tu re , V ane's assiduous 

a tten d an ces , and B a tte n 's  v i r t u a l  d is m is s a l .  B atten  d ec la red  th a t  

he could not understand  why he was d is p la c e d ,5 bu t h is  sympathy w ith  

H olies*s group i s  ex p lan a tio n  enough. He had a ls o ,  in  November i6if6, 

brought a charge a g a in s t a s h ip 's  c a p ta in  o f u t te r in g  'scan d a lo u s 

w ords' a g a in s t the  k ing  and h is  i s s u e ,  which some members o f  th e  Adm iralty 

Committee may have thought i l l - ju d g e d  en thusiasm .^

B atten  was a s to n ish ed  th a t  'a n o th e r(su c h  an o th e r) [w a s j  th r u s t  in  

to  be my su ccesso r as t i l l  then  I  never im agined would be v ice -ad m ira l 

o f  a navy' This was Rainsborough, and Vane was concerned, accord ing

1 . Note B. and p p .162-3 above.
2 . G J.v, 297. 9 S ep t. 1647.
3 . Page 163 above.
4 .  To judge from h is  s a r c a s t ic  co.mment on V ane's absence from the  Navy

O ffice  in  O ct. 164I ,  which B a tten  a t t r ib u te d  to  th e  d e a rth  o f money 
in  the  O ff ic e , (CSPD.1641-43. 139). Vane was very  busy w ith  p u b lic  
a f f a i r s  a t  th a t  tim e . Pepys g ives an unfavourab le  p ic tu r e  o f  
B a tte n 's  own a v a r ic e .

5 . E 460(13) .
6 . Adm.7/ 673, f .4 1 .  12 Nov.
7. Probably because Rainsborough had s ta r te d  as  a cabin-boy? (BM.Add»H>

602, f . 39) ;  M ercurius P ragm aticus, E 435(42).
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1
to  S i r  Lewis Dyve, in  the  extreucrdinaiy in c id e n ts  lead in g  to

Rainsborough*s appointm ent. Lyve had heard  (d o u b tle ss  from

Li lb  u rne , h is  f e l lo w -p r is o n e r ) , th a t  Rainsborough was co n fid en t

o f  o b ta in in g  B a tte n 's  p o s i t io n , but Cromwell and o th e r s ,  je a lo u s

o f R ainsborough' s p o p u la r ity  w ith  the  s o ld ie r s ,  and a f r a id  o f  h is

independence o f  c h a ra c te r ,  planned to appoin t the  le s s  p o p u lar,

and more f l e x ib le ,  R ichard  Deane. They could then  'p la c e  o r d isp la c e

him a t  p le a su re ' . As Cromwell and Rainsborough were f r ie n d s ,

however, i t  was arranged  th a t  Cromwell should n o t appear openly

in  o p p o sitio n  to  Rainsborough * s appointm ent. But Rainsborough

knew o f  th e  p lo t ,  and a fo r tn ig h t  l a t e r  came to  a m eeting o f  Cromwell,

I r e  to n . Vane and S t .  John , whereupon a v io le n t  q u a rre l  ensued.

Rainsborough go t h i s  way, and was appo in ted .

L ilb u rn e 's  connections w ith  th e  a n y  were c lo s e , and th e  m onth 's

d e lay  in  ap p o in ting  a successor to  B a tten  c e r ta in ly  re q u ire s  exp lan- 
2

a t  io n . But D eane 's claim  to  th e  command was s tro n g  -  he was a f in e  

seaman -  and the o b je c tio n s  to  R ainsborough 's appointm ent could have 

been on se rv ice  grounds, p a r t i c u la r ly ,  as time was to  show, Rainsborough 

Was c e r ta in ly  no t popu lar among the s a i lo r s .  Vane signed  the Committee

1 . I^ v e , 84-85, 89. L ilbum e w rote in  1649 th a t  Cromwell had t r i e d  
to  'worm' Rainsborough ou t o f  the  navy. E 5 5 2 (l5 ) ; E 568(20).

2 . Pragm aticus (E 410(4) had h eard  by 9 O ct. th a t  Rainsborough was to  
be ^ p o in te d ;  n o t u n t i l  te n  days l a t e r  d id  th e  Com mittee's 
m inute-book rec o rd  th e  appointm ent -  ano ther in s ta n c e  o f Pragm aticus ' s 
' in s id e  in fo rm a tio n '.
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1
o rd e r  appo in ting  R ainsborough, but he signed o th e r  adm ira lty

orders o c c a s io n a lly , and one cannot deduce ffora t h is  one f a c t  th at
2

he Was supporting Rainsborough' s appointm ent. In the c o n f l ic t  

w ith  the Upper House over the appointment o f  t h is  n o to r io u s L e v e lle r ,  

to  whom the Lords s tro n g ly  o b jec ted . V ane's name i s  not m entioned.

I t  i s  true however th a t though th e  d isp u te  continued from October 1647 

to  March 1648, when the Lords f in a l ly  gave way, th ere was only one 

d iv is io n  on the q u estion ,^  and th ere fo re  l i t t l e  in d ic a tio n  o f  the  

a t t itu d e  o f  in d iv id u a l M .P.S. Pragm aticus c y n ic a lly  suggested  th a t  

Rainsborough was b e in g  se n t  to sea because he had had a major hand 

in  drawing up the 'Agreement o f  th e  P e o p le ' ,  one item  o f  which c a l le d

4fo r  an account by the M .P.s o f  how th e  kingdom's money had been sp e n tÎ 

B efore G iles  Greene l e f t  fo r  the cou n tiy  in  September 1647, he 

p u b lish ed  the ju d ic io u s  and able pam phlet,^ already referred  to ,  which 

sheds l ig h t  on Vane as Treasurer o f  the Navy, Greene exp la in ed  how 

the committee had power to  order payment from the customs to  th e  

T reasurer. 'The moneys being so s e t t l e d  in  h is  hands, they were a l l  

to  be is su e d  out by him, by the on ly  order o f  th a t committee; which 

tr u s t  I  dare co n fid en t]y  affirm  he hath discharged w ith  as much 

c le a r n e sse  and freedom s from a iy  corruption  as ever Treasurer d id * .

1 . Adm.7/673, f . 413-14.
2 . Hugh P e ters  was -  in  Aug,1646 he was v/ishing Rainsborough

' su tab le  imployment by sea or lan d , fo r  both which God hath  
e s p e c ia lly  f i t t e d  h im '. E 351 ( 2 ) ,  P e te r s ' Last R eport.

3 . ^ . v ,  405, 413, 417, 503. Northumberland supported  B a tten ,
according  to one n e w s - le tte r  w r i t e r .  (Bodl. C la r . 2605).

4 . E 421(1).14-21 D ec. 1647.
5 . Above, page 210, note "J.
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T his i s  a va luab le  te s tim o ry  to  V ane 's hone s ly  in  a d m in is tra tio n ,

f o r  Greene was an independent-m inded M .P ., who although  he u su a lly

supported  V ane's views in  1643-46, showed P re sb y te ria n  sym pathies in

th e  fo llow ing  y e a r s .  The pamphlet dem onstrates the  sound p o l ic ie s

o f  G reene 's  com m ittee, t h a t ,  f o r  in s ta n c e , 'th e y  being  fu rn ish e d  w ith

t h i s  g re a t  power and t r u s t , . . . t o o k  along w ith  them th e  concurren t

advice and f u l l  aonsen t o f  th e  Commissioners o f  the  Navy, V ic tu a lle r s

o f  th e  Navy, O ff ic e rs  o f  th e  Ordnance ' .  Greene a s s e r te d  th a t  the

sh ip -y a rd s , s to re -h o u ses  and sh ips were very e f f i c ie n t ly  p rov ided ,

and, which was la rg e ly  t r u e ,  th a t  no c o n p la in ts  o f  s a i lo r s  were heard

a t  the doors o f p a rliam e n t -  a rem arkable achievem ent, when one

remembers how o f te n  s o ld ie r s  were d riv e n  to  make t h e i r  p r o te s ts  in
1

person  in  th is  way. Some a t  l e a s t  o f  th e  c re d i t  f o r  t h i s  must go 

to  Vane.

I t  may be th a t  he was in sp ire d  by s im ila r  m otives to  those  o f  
2

G reene. Greene s ta te d  c a te g o r ic a l ly  th a t  in  making appointm ents 

to  o f f i c e s  n e i th e r  he nor a jy  members o f  th e  committee rece iv ed  a 

penny f o r  any appointm ent made. As Vane sometimes made suoh

1 . See f o r  in s ta n c e  jg^.v, 526. I t  i s  tru e  however th a t  John Hollond 
( 140) a s s e r ts  t h a t  se v e ra l s h ip s ' companies came to  the  
p a rliam en t door to  clamour f o r  t h e i r  pay in  1644.

2 . ' . . . n e x t  th a t  duty I  owe to  Cod and to  the  P arliam en t and to  m y  
c o u n t iy . . . t o  make me account no lab o u r too g re a t ,  no r ca re  too 
much, to  be axy way in s tru m e n ta l!  in  so g re a t  and g lo r io u s  a work 
as th e  Reform ation in  Church and S t a t e . . . n e x t . . . t o  manage th a t  
w o rk .. .a s  th a t  on th e  one s id e  th e  K ing, on the  o th e r  s id e  the  
p e o p le , might be in  love  w ith  P a r l ia m e n ts . .» '
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recommendations Greene's a sser tio n  i s  in te r e s t in g . Eragmaticus

d id  accuse Greene and Corbet, another prominent member o f  the
2

committee, o f  'lo ck in g  th e ir  f in g e r s ' ,  but h is  on ly  charge aga in st  

Vane was r ^ e a te d  from a panç>hlet by E len cticu s. in  which Vane's

treasurer ship was sa id  to be worth at le a s t  £6000 a year in  time
3 4o f  war, and one cannot trea t t h is  a ssertion  se r io u s ly .

The year 164E saw Vane's accounts as Treasurer o f  the Navy
5

brought in  a t l a s t  -  but only fo r  1642-1645. R oya list w riters

and others had continued to  c r i t i c i s e  parliament fo r  not in s is t in g  on
6

the production o f  the public  accounts, and the b e l ie f  that M .P.s 

were reaping f in a n c ia l  advantage from the country's su ffer in g  was 

more widespread than ever.^  Probably as a r e su lt  o f  the pressure  

o f  public op in ion , the Navy and Amy Treasurers and the Master o f  

the Ordnance were ordered on 12 A p ril 1646 to bring in  th e ir
T  E.g.Adm.7/ 673 , f f . 4 ,  394, 413.
2 . E 435( 12) .  W 1  A pril 1648.
3 .  E 465( 13) .  The Second C enturie, n .d .;
4 . See Note A below fo r  d e ta i ls  o f  Vane's ac tu a l p r o f i t s .
5 . ^ . v i ,  1 4 . 9 Sqpt. This can be only a sunmary o f  Vane' s o r ig in a l

accounts -  the la te r  ones in  the P ublic Record O ffice  are r o l l s  o f  
enoimous s iz e ,  and p r a c tic a lly  exposes o f the work o f  the navy -  
a l l  money spent on the navy went through the trea su rer 's  hands.

6 . T ^  poore Committee Man's accompt. BM.669f. 11 (n .d . but among
1647 pam phlets); Mercurius P r a ^ a t ic u s . E 421 ( I ) ,  14-21 D ec .1647; 
T ^  Antipodes |a  tra c t addressed to the a m y l E 399( l 6 ) , 22 Ju ly  
1647: Mystery the Two Jun toes. E 393(29) 24 June 1647#

7 . See M ilton 's d is i l lu s io n .  H is t .o f  B r ita in . Bohn's standard ed.
' v o l .  V , 236- 7 . 5br B e ll ie v r e 's  bribery o f  M.P.s see M ontreuil

i i ,  109 .  Other conç)laints about accounts not being presented  
include E 4 4 2 (2 ), B r it ish  Bellman. As la t e  as Nov*1648 C ol.R ich 's  
regiment in  i t s  p e t it io n  to  Parliament was s t i l l  asking fo r  S tate  
accounts to  be presented by those who had been entrusted w ith  the  
S ta te ’ s  money. E 472 (3 ).
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1
accounts th i r te e n  days l a t e r .  25 A p r il  came and w ent, bu t

n o th in g  was heard  o f  th e  accoun ts. The su b je c t was nex t r a is e d  
2

on 5 A ugust, being d o u b tle ss  brought to  mind by th a t  o th e r  hardy 

p e re n n ia l ,  the  q u estio n  o f  th e  o f f ic e s  h e ld  by M.F.S c o n tra ry  to  th e  

S e lf-D ery ing  O rdinance, Again no th in g  was done, b u t on 4 September 

th e  House ordered  th a t  th e  f i r s t  b u s in e ss  on F riday  8 September should 

be th e  accounts o f  Vane and the  o th e r  two o f f i c i a l s ,  G errard  and F e c k ,^  

They were g iven  y e t  ano ther day’s g ra c e ,^  bu t on 9 September the  

accounts were f i n a l ly  p re sen te d  to  th e  House, w ith  th e  c e r t i f i c a t e s  

o f  th e  Committee o f Accounts appended. Vane’ s accounts f o r  the  e a r ly  

p e rio d  o f  th e  w ar, now th a t  they were a t  l a s t  fo rthcom ing ,^  are  su rp ris in g »  

Between August 1642 and May 1645 he had p a id  ou t f o r  navy purposes, 

i f  th e  account i s  to  be b e liev e d  -  and su re ly  a iy  d iscrepanqy  would 

n o t have escaped th e  eag le  eye o f W illiam  F iynne, who signed  the

1. G J.v . 527* The o rd e r  in s t r u c t in g  MJP.s to  b rin g  in  t h e i r  accounts 
to  the  Committee o f  Accounts i s  C J.v , 204—5, 10 June 1647* No 
M.P. was to  rece iv e  any p r o f i t  from an o f f ic e  given by p a rlia m e n t,

2 . g _ .v , 662.
3 . S 458(25). M ercurius P ragm aticus a s s e r te d  th a t  when i t  was moved

th a t  4  Aug. might be a day o f  h u m ilia tio n , one M.P. sa id  t h a t  th e
p re p a ra tio n  f o r  a f a s t  should  be the  p u t t in g  asid e  o f  p r id e ,  va in ­
g lo ry  e t c . ,  and th e re fo re  moved th a t  th e  Self-D enying Ordinance 
should be re - in fo rc e d . The House agreed  to  debate  th i s  on 9 Aug. 
bu t p u t i t  o f f  -  P ragm aticus i s  r ig h t  here  (C J.v . 665). On 9 Aug. 
i t  was postponed f o r  a week, on l6  f o r  ano ther week, on 23 Aug.
i t  was not r a i s e d ,  and th e  m a tte r  was dropped. T h is was a su b je c t 
th a t  the  House d id  no t l i k e .

4 . C J .v i ,  6.
5 . I b id . . 10.
6. C J .v i .  14. Oppenheim, A dm in is tra tio n  o f th e  Royal Navy. 296, sa id  

th a t  Vane’s accounts f o r  1642-45 were m issing  -  he had e v id e n tly
once more overlooked th e  Commons Jo u rn a ls  re c o rd . In  the  1647-50
p e rio d  accounts were going to  th e  Committee o f  Accounts, and not
to  the  A udit O ffice  o f  th e  Exchequer (see  no te  1 above).
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1
account? -  some £640,000. He had re c e iv e d , c h ie f ly  from th e  

com m issioners o f  e x c ise , some £641,000. He had in  f a c t  taken  fo r  him­

s e l f  only about £6l7 fo r  th e  th i r ty - th r e e  months covered by the  

accoun ts . He should have been rec e iv in g  some £3,300 a y e a r  as 

poundage and f o r  o th e r  allow ances due to  him; he had a c tu a l ly  taken 

only some £200 a y e a r . {  I t  should  be no ted  however th a t  he u ltim a te ly  

drew eveiy  penny th a t  was due to  him A

But in  June l62*B an o rd e r  o f  th e  Commons in s t ru c te d  Vane to  

pay towards th e  c o st o f defend ing  the  I s le  o f  W ight, f iv e  hundred 

pounds, f o r  which he should  re-im burse h im self ’o u t o f t h a t  m oiety

o f th e  p r o f i t s  o f  th e  p lac e  o f  T reasu rer o f  th e  Navy, which he pays
2in  to  the  Committee o f th e  Revenue’ . The same o rd er l a t e r  spoke 

o f  th e  f iv e  hundred pounds as being advanced ’v o lu n ta r i ly ’ by Vane.

I t  may be rem arked th a t  the  r e s t  o f  th e  £2,300 req u ire d  f o r  th e  I s l e  

o f  Wight was to  come from John Bland, whom Vane had defended, according 

to  M ercurius V e rid ic u s . in  th e  d isp u te  w ith  Powke and Mildmay a lready  

no ted . T his i s  the  p e rio d  in  1648, when th e  P re sb y te ria n s  were sa id  

to  be re g a in in g  power in  th e  House o f  Commons, and Cromwell and Vane 

were making concessions to  them. I t  looks as though th e  P re sb y te ria n s  

were p u rsu ing  Vane w ith  some v in d ic tiv e n e s s . Of course th e  chairman

1. D’Ewes had i<vritten in  l6 4 4 : ’Mr. W illiam  Piynne and o th e rs  named
in  th e  Ordinance f o r  ta k in g  th e  accounts were th i s  day swome in  
a t  th e  House o f Commons ta b le ’ , which sounds as though Piynne
was expected  to  be th e  dom inant f ig u re  on th is  com m ittee. H a r l.l6 6 , 
f .1 7 v .

2 . a . v ,  582. 2 Ju n e .
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o f  th e  Committee of th e  Revenue was Vane’ s ov/n f a th e r ,  so he may

have found means o f  avo id ing  th i s  payment, as he d id  f o r  th e  r e s t

o f  th e  h a l f  o f  h is  p r o f i t s  as navy t r e a s u r e r  I

In  Pebruaiy  1648 Vane ra is e d  in  th e  Adm iralty Committee the
1

question  o f th e  d e p u ty - t r e a s u re r ’s o f f i c e .  The Committee minute

ru n s : ’S i r  Heniy Vane, k n ig h t. T reasu re r o f  the  Navy, having th i s

day re p re se n te d  to t h i s  Committee th a t  whereas he i s  appoin ted

T rea su re r o f  the N a v y ..,to  execute th e  same by h im se lf , h is  s u f f ic ie n t

d ep u tie  o r  d e p u tie s , and th e re fo re  th a t  a constan t p e rs o n a l l  a ttendance

may be given to  th e  s e v e r a l l  t r u s t s  and d u tie s  belonging to  th e  sa id

o f f i c e ,  which cannot by reason  o f h is  r e l a t io n  to  the pub lique  be so

w ell perform ed by himself*e, h a th . . .ap p o in ted  C harles Vane, E s q . ,

h is  b ro th e r , a person w e ll a ffe c te d  unto th e  P arliam en t and o f

a b i l i t y e ,  fo r  the  d isch a rg e in g  o f  th e  s a id  se rv ic e  to  be h is  depu ty ’ •

The Committee approved o f  th e  appointm ent, and by Vane’ s d e s ire  a

reco rd  was made in  th e  m in u tes . I t  was w itnessed  by two men; the

f i r s t  name i s  th a t  of R ichard  H utchinson who had been th e  depu ty - 
2

t r e a s u r e r .  He must have signed r e s e n t f u l ly ;  he had p robab ly  done

1 . Adm.7/673 f .5 1 0 . 8 Feb.
2 . H utchinson had o r ig in a l ly  been employed by the  Navy and Customs 

Committee to  d isc o v e r  a r re a rs  o f  customs due befo re  th e  Committee 
was s e t  up . (B odl. Rawl, A 221, f .5 3 v ;  A 222, f .3 0 v ) .  He had 
presum ably done t h i s  work e f f i c i e n t l y ,  and had come to  be fa m ilia r  
w ith  navy accounts th e re b y . He was d esc rib ed  as Vane’ s ’m enial se rv ­
a n t ’ in  1644, (C alendar o f  the Committee f o r  the  Advance o f Money.
i ,  34) ,  bu t had become ’C larke to  th e  T reasu rer o f  th e  Navy* in  
Vane’ s 1647 accoun ts , (E 351/2286), and ’R io . H utchinson, E sq ., 
Paym aster to  th e  A ccountant’ , in  1b52. (E 351/2288).
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a g re a t d e a l  o f  the  f in a n c ia l  work th a t  was nom inally done by Vane.^

I t  has been shown e a r l i e r  th a t  he had been sen t f o r  on one occasion
2

by th e  Navy Committee when accounts were to  be produced, and he was

s im ila r ly  sen t f o r  th i s  very  month of 1648,^  in  a document re fe r r in g
4

to th e  t r e a s u re r^  o f  th e  navy, which m ight mean th a t  he was thought

o f as j o in t  t r e a s u re r  w ith  Vane. I t  looks as though Vane was try in g

to  o u s t H utchinson from th e  p o s it io n  o f  im portance he had acqu ired ,

and as  though he was je a lo u s  o f H utchinson -  w ith  rea so n , f o r

Hutchinson l a t e r  rep laced  him as t r e a s u re r ,  i n  face  o f  o p p o s itio n

from Vane h im se lf . But i t  was ev id en tly  too d i f f i c u l t  f o r  a newcomer

to  take over the  complex d u t ie s  o f  D e p u ty -tre a su re r , o r  perhaps C harles

Vane was no t competent to  do so, f o r  by February 1649 Hutchinson had
5

reg a in ed  h is  p o s i t io n  as d e p u ty - tre a su re r .

During a l l  th e  p e rio d  reviewed in  th i s  c h a p te r , w ith  th e  excep tion  

o f  e ig h t  months from December 1641 to  August 1642, Vane was T reasu re r 

o f th e  Navy, He was a lso  a member o f the  im portan t Committee o f

1 . In  Vane’s accounts fo r  1648-49, p resen te d  in  165O, th e re  i s  
recorded a payment to  a navy m essenger f o r  ’a tte n d in g  th e  Pay- 
M aster and C lerks w h ils t  they  were making upp the T rea su re r’s 
A cconpts’ . Hutchinson i s  d e sc rib e d  e a r l i e r  in  th e  document as 
Paym aster to  Vane. (E 251/2287).

2 . p . 216 , note 7 ,
3 . CSPD. 1648- 49, 355.
4 . I b id .
5 . Bodl.Rawl, A 224, f .2 0 v . 16 Feb. 1649. (Adm iralty Committee minute- 

book). On 26 Feb. Hutchinson i s  to  a tte n d  the nex t Thursday and 
g ive  account o f  what moneys W has rece iv ed  from Goldsm iths H a ll 
on the e x c ise , and what payments ho has made ’th e re o u t’ since  the  
l a s t  balancing  o f  h is  accoun ts. I b i d . , f .2 7 v .
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Navy and Customs, and o f  th e  A dm iralty Committee f o r  most o f the  

p e rio d  o f  i t s  e x is te n c e . G ile s  Greene t e s t i f i e d  th a t  Vane d id  

not use h is  p o s i t io n  as T rea su re r  to  s e l l  appointm ents, and Vane’s 

accounts show th a t  he had made an alm ost lu d ic ro u s ly  sm all p r o f i t  

from th e  o f f ic e  by May 1 643, though by December 163O th e  p o s i t io n  

was very d i f f e r e n t .  Though h is  second and th i r d  accounts as 

t r e a s u re r ,  and probably  th e  e a r l i e r  one to o , were drawn up by R ichard 

H utchinson, Vane’s f i r s t  speeches in  the Long P arliam ent show th a t  he 

was h im self ex p ert in  navy fin a n c e , and from the  beginning spoke on 

i t  w ith  a u th o r i ty .  He a lso  saw th e  navy’ s im portance in  fo re ig n  

p o lic y , as one would expect him to  do, in  view o f h is  d ip lo m atic  

ex p erien ce . In  the  navy, as in  o th e r  spheres he sim ported the  

tra n s fe re n c e  of power from th e  king to p a rlia m e n t, nor d id  he sh rink  

from reducing  th e  r ig h ts  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l i f  he judged t h i s  necessary  

fo r  e f f ic ie n c y .  He was no t th e  c e n tr a l  f ig u re  in  naval a d m in is tra tio n  

during  th i s  p e rio d  -  G ile s  Greene was -  and th e re  were members o f  th e  

navy com m ittees who worked veiy  h ard , p robably  indeed h a rd e r than  Vane, 

whose p o l i t i c a l  d u tie s  absorbed much o f  h is  tim e. I f  th e  p e rio d  before 

1640 saw Vane’s a p p re n tic e sh ip  to  naval a d m in is tra tio n , th e  y e a rs  l6i*û- 

48 saw him as th e  journeyman; he was to emerge in  1649-33 as the  un­

eq u alled  m aster o f th i s  f i e l d  o f  n a tio n a l  p o l ic y .
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Note A, S i r  Heniy Vane’ s p r o f i t s  from th e  o f f ic e  o f  Navy T reasurer,

D ates

’Surp lusage’ 
i . e .  sums 
due to  Vane Date

account the  account (3 d .in  th e  £ ,) drawn by him account

C J .v i ,14

8 Aug. 1642-  
12 May
1643 . £9 ,046-8 -8d .^ £8,428-17 -2 |d 9 S ep t, 1648

A .O .I.
1706/90

13 May
1643-
31 Dec,
1646. £4 ,909-17-6d

E 351/ 
2286

1 Ja n .
1647-
31 Dec.
1647 £2,217-4-1Od ) £352-12 -0 |d 2 D ec.1650.

E 351/ 
2287

1 Ja n .
164B-
12 May
1649 £ 4 ,200“2“ 6d 1

E 351/  
2288

13 May
1649-
31 Dec.
1650 £8, 293- 14- 6d Nothing 26 June 1632

TOTAL SUM DRAWN BY VANE £27,303-11-9d3

N otes. 

1 .

2 .

Vane was appoin ted  by P arliam en t to  resume h is  p o s t as Navy T rea su re r , 
(from  which th e  k ing  had d ism issed  him ), on 8 August 1642. When the  
Commons confirm ed h is  appointm ent in  1d45, h is  re-appoin tm ent was to 
d a te  from th e  day th e  Self-D enying Ordinance was p assed , i . e .  12 May
1643.
T his sum in c lu d e s  Vane’s P a te n t Fee (£331-13-4d) and po rtage  e tc .

(£910-2-1 i d ) .
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3 . Vane’ s P a te n t Fee o f  £220-13-W  p e r y e a r  should be added to  
t h i s ,  and a lso  th e  co n sid erab le  suras allowed him f o r  p o rtag e , 
bags, wax and o th e r  charges f o r  May 1645 onwards. Payments 
to  H utchinson, h is  Paym aster o r Deputy T rea su re r , and to the  
c le r k s ,  a re  e n te re d  se p a ra te ly  on th e  accounts, and were no t 
deducted from th e  sums due to  Vane. H utchinson’ s s a la ry  as 
Navy T reasu re r was f i n a l ly  r a is e d  to  £2,300, du ring  th e  F i r s t  
Dutch War.
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Note B. Vane’s a tten d an ces a t  th e  A dm iralty  Qommittee. 8 O c t.1646-  

29 Feb . 1648 (From Adm. 7/673)

P = Name g iven  in  th e  l i s t  o f  those  p re s e n t .  

L = s igns l e t t e r  on th a t  day .

A s  no evidence o f  a tten d a n ce .

( S i r  Heniy Vane s e n io r  was no t a member o f  t h i s  committee u n t i l  

9 S e p t. 1647. I t  i s  assumed h e re  t h a t  where th e  com m ittee’ s 

s e c re ta ry  does n o t in d ic a te  which o f  th e  two men was p re se n t 

a f t e r  th a t  d a te ,  th e  son i s  in te n d e d ) .
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1646

8 O ct. P

13, 15, 20, 23 ,  29 O ct. A 

3 , 7 , 10 Nov. A 

12 Nov. P 

17 Nov. P  

19, 21 Nov. A

1, 3 , 8 , 14 , 17, 22, 25 ,  29 ,  31 Dec. A

2 J a n . A

3 Jan. L

14, 16,  19 J « i .  A 

2 , 4 , 5 F eb . A 

9 Feb. P
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m z

11, 13, l é ,  20 , 23 , 25, 26 Feb. A 

27 Feb. P

1 Mar. A

2 Mar. P

4  Mar. No l i s t  o f  a t  te n d e rs  g iven . A 

8, 11, 16, 19, 23, 26, 29, 30 Mar. A 

2 , 8, 13, 13 A p r il .  A

22 A p r i l .  P '

23 A p r il .  No l i s t  o f  a tte n d e rs  g iven . A

27 A p r i l .  No l i s t  of a t te n d e rs  g iven , bu t L

29 A p r il .  No l i s t  o f a t te n d e rs  g iven , bu t L

1 May. A

4  May. L

6, 7, 11 May. A

13 May. P

18, 23, 27 May. A

28 May. L

31 May. A

2 J  une. A

3 J  une. L

10, 11, 12, 13, 13, 17, 19, 21, 22, 24, 29 Ju n e . A

1, 5 , 8, 13, 13, 20, 22, 23 J u ly .  A 

11 Aug. P

13, 14 Aug. A

17 Aug. p
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1647
24 Aug. P

26, 27 Aug, L

2 S ep t. P

14 S ep t. L

16 S ep t. L

17 S ep t. P

18 S ep t. L

23 S ep t. P

25 S ep t. A

28, 30 S ep t. P

5 , 9 , O ct. A

12 O ct. L

19 Oct. P

21 O ct. L

26 Oct. P

28 O ct. A

29 Oct. L

30 Oct. A

2 Nov. P

4 , 11 Nov. A

12, 15 Nov. A

18 Nov. L

19 Nov. A

25 Nov. L

26 Nov. L

30 Nov. L
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m z

2 Dec, A 

3 , 7 Deo. L

10, 15, 16, 17, 23, 30 Dec,

1648

6, 11, 13, 22, 25 J a n .

1 Feb. L

2 Feb. A

8 Feb. P

11, 17, 19 Feb. A 

22 Feb. L

29 Feb. A
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Chap. v i .  The rep u b lican  s ta te sm a n ,f1649-53J .
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Vane re tu rned  to  parliam ent e a r ly  in  1649, He a t  once threw

him self in to  naval a d r^ n is tra t io n , but th is  d id  not p reclude h is

p lay in g  an im portant p a r t  in  many o th e r  spheres o f  parliam entary

a c t iv i ty .  He was named to  committees o f parliam ent on 1 and 2

February , and may th e re fo re  have taken h is  sea t th e re  by th a t  tim e,
2

but he d id  not appear a t  the  Council o f S ta te  u n t i l  23 February.

I t  i s  tru e  th a t  D a rn a ll, under-c lerk  o f  the House, s ta te d  in  h is

evidence a t  Vane’s t r i a l  th a t the  Council o f S ta te  was s e t  up on

7 February, and th a t  Vane was a member.^ But th is  i s  one o f the

many h a lf - t ru th s  th a t  h is  enemies re s o r te d  to in  o rd e r to  secure

h is  conv ic tion  -  Vane was not appointed a member u n t i l  14 F ebruary ,^

and the f a c t  th a t  he d id  no t take  h is  se a t th e re  f o r  nine days lends

support to  h is  p ro te s ta t io n  a t  the  t r i a l  th a t  he was appointed to
5

the  Council w ithout h is  consen t.

In  the  v i t a l  p o l i t i c a l  question  before th i s  pa rliam en t, th a t  

o f e s ta b lis h in g  a new re p re se n ta tiv e  body, he was ea rly  given im portant

1 . ^ . v i ,  127, 130.
2 . CSED. 1649- 50. 13.
3 . T iy a l, 27. D a rn a ll’s testim ony th a t  i f  Vane was se t  down in  the

Jo u rn a ls  to have ac ted  o r rep o rte d  anything, he was p resen t in
the House, i s  in te re s t in g ;  ev id en tly  D a rn a ll was not prepared
to  guarantee th a t  i f  a member’s name appeared in  a committee l i s t ,  
th a t  member was a c tu a lly  in  the House, D a rn a ll may have had a 
reason fo r  g iv in g  evidence ag a in st Vane; in  1647 he had ob tained  
the  g ran t o f  p a r t  o f the sub-poena o f f ic e  in  chancery, but had had 
to  surrender i t ,  as i t  had been p rev iously  g ran ted  to  the  e ld e r  Vane 
who had, as a lready  noted (above, p . 14 ) ,  given i t  to  h is  e ld e s t
son. (Calendar o f  the  Committee fo r  the  Advance o f Money, I 888, i ,  62).

4 . C J .v i, 141.
5. T rya l. 31.
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r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s .  On 15 May 1649 he and one o th e r  M.P. were

g iven  th e  ’s p e c ia l  c a re ’ o f  th e  work o f  a committee on re g u la tin g

e le c t io n s  and p u t t in g  an end to  th e  Long P a rlia m e n t. This was

one m atte r w ith  which he d id  n o t , o r  could n o t, d e a l w ith  h is  u su a l

d esp a tch , and th e  d eb a tes  were in te rm in a b le . As chairman o f  t h i s

committee he d id  re p o r t  in  October 1649 a l e t t e r  he had rece iv ed

concerning Henry N e v i l le ’s e le c t io n  f o r  Abingdon, and t h i s  le d  to
2

an o rd e r by th e  House th a t  th e  Committee should s i t  every day .

The Committee d id  n o t d) so , however, and th e  A m y’ s im patience 

w ith  the  lack  o f  a c tio n  on th i s  su b je c t i s  w e ll known. But th e re  

was much o th e r  work f o r  Vane to  do . Both th e  C ouncil o f  S ta te  

and parliam en t tu rn e d  to  Vane as they  had done in  p rev ious y e a r s ,  

to  d r a f t  documents to  be p resen te d  to  parliam en t o r  to  th e  p u b lic .

On 5 January  1650, f o r  in s ta n c e , th e  Council in s t ru c te d  Vane, the  

Commissioners o f  th e  G reat S ea l and th re e  o th e r s ,  to  draw up a 

sta tem en t o f  th e  ’s t a te  o f the  n a t io n ’ , to  be p re se n te d  to p arliam en t 

when the  C ouncil’s term  o f o f f ic e  ex p ired  on 3 F ebruary .^  On 9 

J u ly  o f  th a t  y e a r  th e  ’ sp e c ia l c a r e ’ o f the  n a r r a t iv e  o f  a b a t t l e  

a t  S c a r i f f h o l l i s  in  I re la n d  was e n tru s te d  to  h im ,^  though Scot

1 .  ^ . v i ,  2 1 0 .
2. I b id . . 305.
3 . CSED.1649-50» 469 . The MS. S .P /2 5 /5  adds th e  supplementary 

in fo rm atio n .
4 . C J .v i, 438, 440.
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a c tu a l ly  rep o rted  i t ,  probably because t h i s  was the  month in

which Vane was p re-o ccu p ied  w ith  h is  su rren d er o f th e  navy

tre a s u re r s h ip  and th e  r e s u l t in g  b u s in e ss  t r a n s a c tio n s .  Ten

days l a t e r ,  when th e  b i l l  ’a g a in s t a th e is t  opinions* was being

d isc u sse d , he was one o f  those in s t ru c te d  to  withdraw and d r a f t

a c la u se  f o r  in c lu s io n  in  the  b i l l .  On 10 September I 64O, a

committee was in s t ru c te d  to  p rep are  a n a r ra t iv e  o f  th e  b a t t l e  o f

Dunbar, to g e th e r  w ith  an a c t f ix in g  a day o f  thanksg iv ing  f o r  the
2

v ic to ry ,  and though Salwey had th e  ’ s p e c ia l  care* o f  t h i s ,  i t  was 

e v id e n tly  Vane viiio took  charge, f o r  a week l a t e r  he rep o rted  the 

a c t  and th e  account o f  th e  v ic to ry  to  th e  House.^ The d ra f t in g  

committee was sm all -  i t  c o n s is ted  o f  only  th re e  men, so th a t  Vane’s 

share  must have been c o n s id e ra b le , and the  ’n a r r a t iv e ’^  i s  most

1. I b id .,443o 19 J u ly .  He was t e l l e r  fo r  om itting  a c la u se  from
t h i s  b i l l ,  on 9 Aug. ( i b id . ,433 ). but th e  d iu m a l ls  have no
in fo rm ation  on t h i s .  E 778(19 ;, S e v e ra ll  P roceed ings. .»  
g iv es  an account o f  th e  a c t ,  b u t does not m ention the  c lause  
opposed by Vane. His in te rv e n tio n  must have been designed to  
m itig a te  the  s e v e r i ty  o f  the  a c t ,  v/hich among o th e r  th in g s , imposed 
a p e n a lty  o f s ix  months imprisonment f o r  a s s e r t in g  th a t  drunkenness 
and swearing were no t unholy.

2 . C J .v i, 464 , 465 .
5 . I b id . . 468 .
4 . E 780(8) ,  S e v e ra ll  P roceed ings. . .  E 612(11) has some in fo rm ation  

on th i s  in c id e n t ,  bu t has been wrongly bound, and pp . 9 se q .a re  in  
E 612(3 ) .  E 780( 8 ) has; ’v/hen we have been reduced to  the  g r e a te s t  
s t r a i t s ,  and had as i t  were the  sen tence  of d ea th  in  o u rse lv e s ; and 
o u r enemies he igh tened  and hardened by t h e i r  power and m u ltitu d e s , 
in  t h e i r  c o n fid e n c e s .. . i n  th e  bosom of i t  [the  v ic to iy  a t  Dunbar J  
i s  comprehended th e  sa fe ty  o f a l l  t h a t  ha th  b in  fough t fo r  th ese  
many y e a rs  l a s t  p a s t :  and to g e th e r  w ith  t h i s  V ic to iy , God ha th
renewed Being, and l i f e  i t s e l f  to  t h i s  Commonwealth, and the  
Government th e re -o f ;  whose t o t a l l  r u i n e . . .w a s ...a lm o s t ripened  
in to  an accom plishm ent’ .
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i n te r e s t in g .  I t  f ra n k ly  adm itted  th e  s t r a i t s  to  which Parliam ent

had been reduced befo re  th e  v ic to iy  -  Vane was sa id  in  May 165O to
1

have spoken veiy  p e s s im is t ic a l ly  o f  P a r lia m e n t’ s s i tu a t io n  -  and i t

shrewdly a ssessed  th e  im portance o f Dunbar. But no th an k s a t  a l l

were g iven  to  Cromwell f o r  the v ic to iy ;  the  p ra is e  was f o r  God a lone ,

and though Cromwell cou ld  ha rd ly  in  p u b lic  have d isp arag ed  God’s

e f f o r t s  in  comparison w ith  h is  own. Vane’s a t t i tu d e  may w e ll have

ran k le d . Cromwell may a lso  have re se n te d  P a rlia m e n t’s vo te  about

th is  time th a t  p a r t  o f  the Excise r e c e ip ts  assigned  to  th e  Array by

a 1644 o rd in an ce , should  be p a id  to th e  T reasu re r of th e  Navy; th is

was f o r  the  use o f th e  f l e e t  which was to  recap tu re  Barbados f o r  the

Commonwealth, but Cromwell in  Sco tland  had h is  own p re s s in g  need f o r  
2

money,

I r i s h  and S c o ttis h  p o lic y  was c r i t i c a l l y  im portan t as soon as 

the  R epublic was e s ta b l is h e d  -  Cromwell was about to  embark on th e  

conquest o f I re la n d , and S co tland  had to be k ep t q u iescen t. Here 

too Vane was a lead in g  f ig u re  as soon as  he appeared a t  th e  C ouncil 

o f  S ta te  in  P ebruaiy  1649*^ (On se v e ra l o f  th e  re le v a n t com m ittees 

Cromwell a lso  s a t ,  and dD ubtless Vane’s z e a l  was quickened by th e  

knowledge o f the  im portance o f  t h e i r  work to  h is  f r i e n d ) . I t  was 

n a tu ra l  th a t  when th e  ’ I r i s h  and S c o ttis h  Committee’ was s e t  up in

1 . G ard iner, Commonwealth, i ,  277# Vane’s remarks were made a t  d in n er 
w ith  Baron Thorpe, the  Recorder o f H u ll.

2 . ^ . v i ,  482. 11 O c t.1650.
3 . 0 ^ .1 6 4 9 - 5 0 .  22, 25 , 58, 62, 97, 217, 302, and S .P .25 /2 , 18 May 

1649. T h i s l a s t  i s  d o u b tle ss  the  l e t t e r  r e f e r r e d  to  by th e  
c o u n te r fe i t  M ercurius Pragm aticus who noted th a t  Vane was drawing
up a c o n c i l ia to ry  l e t t e r  to  th e  S co ts , E 536(25),
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March 1631 Vane should be a member.

This proved to  be a ve iy  im portant committee whose purview

included  a number o f  su b jec ts  n o t obviously  connected w ith  those
■]

two c o u n tr ie s . The poo rly  p a id  c le rk  and th e  coraraissaiy who gave 

evidence a t  Vane’s t r i a l ,  s t a te d  th a t  in  1651 and 1652 they se v e ra l  

tim es saw him s i t  i n  the  Committee fo r  I r i s h  and S c o tt is h  a f f a i r s ,  

where he was o f te n  in  the c h a i r .^  (Some o f  Vane’s e x -c o lle ag u e s , 

such as S t .  John, could have given f u l l e r  p a r t i c u la r s  o f  Vane’s 

work on th e  Committees, bu t th a t  would have been em barrassing as they

had made t h e i r  peace w ith  th e  k in g ) . This I r i s h  and S c o tt is h
3 4Committee soon absorbed th e  Ordnance Committee o f  which Vane was

5
a lso  a member, and an e x tra o rd in a iy  v a r ie ty  o f  b usiness was r e f e r r e d

to  i t .  In  1651, f o r  in s ta n c e , the  C ouncil o f  S ta te  in s t ru c te d  i t
6

to  co n sid er th e  s ta te  o f p a r l ia m e n t’s guard , to  co n sid er where

money could  be ob ta ined  f o r  the  C ouncil’ s expenses, and f o r  c a riy in g
7

on th e  a f 'f a ir s  o f the Commonwealth, to  r e p o r t  how the m i l i t i a  in  Kent
g

and ad jo in in g  d i s t r i c t s  should  be o rdered , and to dea l w ith  th e

1. Matthew Locke had 30s. a week ( CSED.1650. 6O8 ; i b id . . 165I ,  5 7 5 ). 
W illiam  Dobbins was a coramissaiy, supplying p ro v is io n s  f o r  
Scotland  and I re la n d , (ib id .  ,1651 - 2 . 584, 394, 621).

2 . T ry a l . 28.
3 . CSED.1651 . 66- 67.
4 . I b id . . 68.
5 . g _ .v i ,  533.
6 . CSED.1651 . 358.
7 . I b id . . 99.
8 . I b i d . .  125.
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p u b lish ed  account o f  B r i ta in ’ s war w ith  P o r tu g a l, s ince  th e re  

were passages in  i t  which the  House had o rd ered  to  be kep t s e c re t .^
2

The Committee examined a man who had d e ta in ed  £600 o f  ex c ise  money, 

rep o rte d  to  th e  Council on th e  amount o f  ready  cash  in  th e  E x cise  

O ff ic e ,^  and was in s t r u c te d  to  p lan  th e  d isp o sa l o f  th e  £20,000
lu

l e f t  in  the  hands o f  th e  (goldsm iths’ H a ll  Committee, which had

been wound up th e  p rev io u s y e a r .  T his was in  a d d it io n  to  d e a lin g
5

w ith  numerous p e t i t i o n s ,  and o f  cou rse  the  b u sin ess  one would 

expect i t  to  d esp a tch  concerning I re la n d  and S co tlan d . The Committee 

seems to  have worked hard  -  i t  s a t ,  sometimes a t  l e a s t ,  a t  7 a.m .^ -  

and how Vane f i t t e d  in  the  se ss io n s  o f  t h i s  committee w ith  h is  work 

on th e  Council o f  S ta te ,  whose m eetings he r a r e ly  m issed u n t i l  

J u ly ,^  and w ith  h is  u n rem ittin g  a ttendance  a t  the  A dm iralty Committee, 

i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  s e e . H e had a g r e a t  d e a l o f  o th e r  business to  do 

as w e l l ,  and h is  com plaint to  Cromwell in  A ugust, th a t  h i s  fam ily  

d u t ie s  and h is  h e a l th  had su f fe re d , must have been w e ll j u s t i f i e d .

I t  i s  n o t su rp r is in g  t h a t  when F ra n c is  Bous w rote in  June appealing  

to  him to  urge P a rliam en t to  secure th e  payment o f  lÿm ’s d e b ts , s t i l l

1 . I b id . . 184.
2 . I b id . . 522.
3 . I b i d . . 342.
4 . I b i d . , 449.
5 . E .g . i b id . .496 . 500,
6 . I b id . .455 .
7 . H e  went to  L in c o ln sh ire  f o r  a w e ll-e a rn e d  ho liday  in  August, but 

w ith in  a couple o f weeks the  C ouncil o f  S ta te  were req u e s tin g  h is  
speedy r e tu rn .  CSED.1651. 341.



251.

unpaid  a f t e r  more than  seven y e a r s ,  he began h i s  l e t t e r :  *I
1

know you want n o t work*. I t  i s  ty p ic a l  o f  Vane however th a t  he

went s t r a ig h t  to  th e  House nex t day, and secu red  an o rd e r  f o r  th e

re le a s e  o f  th e  e s t a t e s ,  a ssigned  by P arliam en t y e a rs  before  f o r

payment o f  th e  d e b ts , bu t now h e ld  by th e  Committee f o r  Compounding.

He h im self headed a committee to  re c e iv e  the  accounts o f  the  t r u s te e s
2

f o r  th e  p ro p e r ty .

The energy which he brought to  committee work i s  w e ll i l l u s t r a t e d  

by ano ther m a tte r  which e v en tu a lly  found i t s  way to  th e  same ’maid 

o f  a l l  work’ , th e  I r i s h  and S c o t t is h  Committee. P arliam en t in  

March 1650 r e f e r r e d  th e  questio n  o f  th e  n a tio n ’s p o s ta l  system to  

the  Council o f  S ta te ,  which d id  n o th in g  about i t .  On 30 September 

1651 p a rliam en t req u ested  a re p o r t  ’fo r th w ith ’ from the  C ouncil, 

which h a s t i ly  s e t  up a sub-com m ittee. Three days passed , and again  

n o th in g  was done. On 3 October however Vane, H e s i lr ig e  and F ie ld e r  

were added to  t h i s  sub-conm ittee . I t  met nex t day, f ix e d  days f o r  

m eeting , to  h e a r  c la im s and p ro p o s itio n s  f o r  inprovem ent. ^  7 

November th e  sub-com m ittee had taken  i t s  d e c is io n  -  th e  p o s ts  should  

be faim ed.^

In  th e  e a r ly  months o f  1652 th e  a f f a i r s  o f  S co tland  c a l le d  f o r

1 . H. Carey, e d . .  Memorials o f  th e  g re a t  c i v i l  w ar. 1842, i i ,  277. 
l6  Ju n e ,

2 . W [.vi, 589.
3 . OSPD.1652- 53 . 109-111. P arliam en t d id  n o t accep t th e  d e c is io n .
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s k il le d  handling; i t  was necessary to p a c ify  that conquered

country, and re-organise i t s  go verraient, now that parliam ent

had decided on the union w ith  England. Several men were appointed

to do the work, among them Vane and St .John, and Rushworth wrote
1

as though these two were in  charge, as one would expect. I t  was

Vane who w ith  Fenwick was sent back early  in  March, when most o f  the

S c o ttish  co n stitu en c ies  had a c c^ te d  the commissioners’ p lan , to
2

report i t  to  parliam ent. He found time to attend the Admiralty

Committee on the day before he made h is  report to the House,^ but

was too busy to attend the Committee again fo r  the next few days;

the M .P.s who were a lso  members o f  the Council o f  S tate  had the task

o f  d ra ftin g  the act o f  Union, and probably the brunt o f  th is  work

f e l l  on Vane, who had fo r  years been parliam ent’ s leading ’expert*

on Scotland . C ertainly i t  was he who reported the b i l l  to parliament
4

about a week la te r .

In addition to  being in  e f f e c t  (as w i l l  be shown la te r )  F ir s t  

Lord o f  the Admiralty under the Republic, i t  would seem that Vane 

was a lso  Foreign Secretary. He had long been in terested  in  foreign  

a f fa ir s  -  the king in  h is  le t t e r s  to Vane had assumed h is  in te r e s t

1 . C alendar.. .o f  the Committee fo r  Compounding, ed. M.A.S. Green. 
lé è 9 -9 2 , X ,  535.

2 . C .S . Terry, The Cromwellian Union, 1902, p p .x v i i - x l i i i .
3 . Bodl. Rawl, a“ 226, f .9 0 v . 15 Mar.
4 . He reported to parliam ent on l6  Mar. (C J .v ii . 105). On 18 Mar.

parliam ent referred  the b i l l  to the Council o f  S ta te  M.P.s ( ib id . .  
1 0 7 ). Vane reported the d ec lara tion , sp ecify in g  the prelim inary  
step s to the union, on 25 Mar, ( ib id . .1 1 0 ). Whitelocke introduced  
the b i l l  on 13 A p ril ( ib id . .1 1 8 ). See a lso  CSPD.1651-2. 185.
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'I
i n  t h i s  s u b je c t .  He had been a member o f  th e  F o re ig n  A f f a ir s  

sub-com m ittee o f  th e  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms, and w ith  

N orthum berland and Crew had peru sed  th e  d r a f t  t r e a ty  and p e t i t i o n
2

t h a t  th e  com m issioners o f  th e  k ing  o f  Denmark had b ro u g h t i n  1645.

He re p o r te d  to  th e  Commons from th e  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms th e  d r a f t

o f  a re p ly  to  Queen C h r is t in a  o f  Sweden, when an A nglo-Sw edish

a l l i a n c e  was under c o n s id e ra t io n .^  On one o r  two o ccasio n s  in

1646 he was a com m ittee member o r  r e p o r t in g  a co n fe ren ce  on fo re ig n

p o l ic y ,^  o th erw ise  th e r e  i s  l i t t l e  in d ic a t io n  o f  Vane’ s i n t e r e s t  in

t h i s  sphere  from  1645 u n t i l  a f t e r  th e  k in g ’ s d e a th .

But from e a r ly  i n  1649 onwards Vane was a dom inating  in f lu e n c e

in  fo re ig n  p o l ic y .  On th e  day when he f i r s t  a tte n d e d  th e  C ouncil

<ff S ta te  he was nom inated  to  a com m ittee to  c o n s id e r  th e  Dutch s e iz u re
3

o f  a Levant Conpany’ s s h ip .  In  March 1649 he was one o f  a sub­

com m ittee o f  th e  C ouncil to  c o n s id e r  what a l l i a n c e s  th e  k ing  had h ad ,
6

and w hich should be c o n tin u e d . In  May he was added to  t h i s  sub­

com m ittee, to  w hich he a lre ad y  be longed , which was to  r e p o r t  i n  a 

few days on th e  a l l i a n c e s .^  The C ouncil asked f iv e  o f  i t s  members.

1 . See above, p .  130.
2. CSH). 1643- 47 . 170. 13 Jan.1645.
3. C J .iv ,  90. 27 Mar.1645.
4. C J .iv ,  622, 624, 649.
5. CSED.1649- 50. 14. 23 F e b .1649.
6. I b i d . .36.
7. I b i d . . 166.
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in c lu d in g  Vane, to  c o n s id e r  w he ther th e  Commonwealth ought to
1

send an agen t to  S pa in . T h is e v id e n tly  took  a long tim e to

d e c id e , f o r  i t  was two months b e fo re  th e  C ouncil re so lv e d  to  send

an envoy, and th e  d e c is io n  was tak en  j u s t  a f t e r  Vane came in  one 
2

day in  December ; p robab ly  he made th e  r e p o r t  from  the  com m ittee.

I t  was some time b e fo re  th e  S p an ia rd s  re tu rn e d  th e  compliment by 

o f f e r in g  to  send an am bassador, b u t th e  Commonwealth navy changed 

fo re ig n  pow ers’ a t t i t u d e s  to  th e  new r e p u b l ic .  An i n te r e s t i n g  

l e t t e r  to  Cromwell g iv es  a g lim pse  o f  Vane’s m otives and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

s u b t le ty .  A f te r  rec o u n tin g  w ith  p r id e  how B la k e ’ s seven sh ip s  had 

ru in e d  R u p e rt’ s f l e e t ,  and s t ru c k  t e r r o r  to  th e  F rench , Vane to ld  

Cromwell th a t  th e  B r i t i s h  v i c t o r i e s  had made th e  Spanish  governm ent 

send an am bassador. ’The P o rtu g u ese  lik e w ise  s ta n d s  knocking a t  

th e  door f o r  au d ien ce , and we pause upon i t  a l i t t l e ,  t h a t  he may be 

s e n s ib le  o f  h i s  e r r o r  in  so ra s h ly  engaging a g a in s t  u s . . .  bu t by 

d e g re e s , we s h a l l  h e a r  what he w i l l  say , and p la y  ou r game th e  b e s t  

we can between them bo th  f o r  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f  E ngland . The F rench

and Dutch w i l l  n o t s i t  o u t lo n g , u n le s s  th ey  re s o lv e  to  s i t  o u t  a l ­

to g e th e r ,  and tu rn  dow nright enem ies, which we hope they  w i l l  th in k  

on tw ice b e fo re  th ey  re s o lv e  on i t ’ The Commons Jo u rn a ls  b e a r  o u t

1 . I b id . , 329. 3 O ct.
2 . I b id . ,4 5 4 -3 5 .
3 . N ic k o lls ,  39 -40 , 41 o
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Vane’ s w ords. He was a t e l l e r  a g a in s t  a llow ing  th e  P o rtu g u ese

am bassador to  come to  London to  n e g o tia te  a t r e a ty  a f t e r  B lak e ’s 
1

v i c t o r i e s .  He v/as d e fe a te d  however on t h i s  q u e s tio n , in  which

Henry M arten was h is  opponen t. About th e  same tim e he was named

f i r s t  to  a comm ittee to  d r a f t  an answer to  th e  Spanish  am bassador,
2

bu t M arten  had th e  ’p a r t i c u l a r  c a r e ’ o f  i t  -  p e rhaps th e  House was

more anx ious than  Vane was to  conclude t r e a t i e s  o f  f r ie n d s h ip  s p e e d ily .

In  th e  v i t a l  n e g o tia t io n s  w ith  H o llan d  Vane a lso  p la y e d  an

im p o rta n t p a r t .  He had  shown i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  U n ited  P ro v in ces

as e a r ly  as 1643,^  b u t in  1649 he began to  be deep ly  in v o lv e d  in

E ngland’ s r e la t io n s  w ith  h e r  com m ercial r i v a l ,  and r e l ig io u s  a l l y .

He had much work to  do a f t e r  D o r is la u s ’ s m urder, in c lu d in g  th e

arrangem ents f o r  th e  f u n e r a l ,  which became a m i l i t a iy  d e m o n s tra tio n .^

But acco rd in g  to  h i s  f i r s t  b io g rap h e r he s tro v e  to  p re v e n t th e  war 
3

w ith  H o llan d , and in  t h i s  co n n ec tio n  Vane’ s p o lic y  d e se rv e s  more 

c a r e f u l  c o n s id e ra tio n  th a n  i t  has h i th e r to  re c e iv e d . C e r ta in ly  when 

th e  House d iv id e d  on th e  q u e s tio n  o f  send ing  S t .  John and S tr ic k la n d

1 . ^ . v i ,  511.
2 . I b i d . . 516. 27 D ec.
3 . I t  was Vane who moved in  1643 th a t  th e  W estm inster Assembly shou ld  

be asked to  w r i te  l e t t e r s  to  some m in is te r s  o f  churches in  Z eeland  
and H olland , who would th u s  l e  a m  o f  ’ th e  a r t i f i c e s  and d is g u is e s  
o f  h i s  m a je s ty ’ s a g e n ts  in  th o se  p a r t s ’ . H a r l .1 65 , f .2 1 4 v . C J . i i i ,  
317 . 22 Nov. An e n t iy  in  th e  Commons Jo u rn a ls  f o r  N ov.1642 re c o rd s  
t h a t  th e  two V anes, Pym and fo u r  o th e r s  were to  form  a committee
to  ’c o n s id e r  p ro p o s i t io n s  f o r  a league  w ith  H o lla n d ’ , but n o th in g  
seems to  have come o f  t h i s ,  ^ . i i ,  865 .

4 . CSED.1649- 50 . 131, 137, 144, 147; W .v x , 209 ,, 212 ; S .P .25/ 2 .
5 . S ik e s , L if e .  96,
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as a m b a ssad o rs -e x tra o rd in a ry  to  th e  N e th e r la n d s , Vane was one
1

o f  th e  t e l l e r s  in  fav o u r o f  th e  p r o j e c t .  W hether he was a lso

th e  a u th o r  o f  th e  bold p la n  o f  union betw een th e  two c o u n tr ie s

we do n o t know. S t .  Jo h n  l a t e r  s ta te d  th a t  he had been u n w illin g
2

to  go to  H o llan d , but had to  do so , w hich sounds as though  t h i s  

e a r ly  ’Common Market* p la n  was n o t h i s .  In  Ja n u a iy  1651, b e fo re  

S t .  J o h n 's  m iss io n  had been f i n a l l y  d e c id e d  upon, th e  C ounc il o f  

S ta te  named Vane f i r s t  to  a comm ittee s e t  up to  examine th e  r e l a t io n s
3

between England and H o llan d , and e v id e n tly  he took ch a rg e , f o r

when th e  C ouncil w anted th e  Magnus In te r c u rs u s  t r a n s la te d  -  th e

D utch view  o f t h e i r  r i g h t s  was p a r t l y  based  on t h i s  o ld  t r e a t y  -

4th e  document was in  V a n e 's  p o s s e s s io n . E a rly  in  A p r i l ,  when S t .

John  and S tr ic k la n d  w ere s t i l l  in  H o llan d , he was o rd e re d  to  p rep a re
5

a l e t t e r  to  them from p a r l ia m e n t, a ta s k  o f some d i f f i c u l t y  no doub t.

f o r  t h e i r  re c e p tio n  had been f a r  from encourag ing  to  th e  su p p o rte rs
6

o f  a c lo s e  a l l i a n c e .

1 . C J .v i ,  528. Some though t i t  wrong to  ’f a l l  a t  th e  f e e t  o f  th o se  th a t  
have spum ed  and abused u s* , remembering Amboyna and D o r is la u s ’ s 
m urder. N ic k o lls ,  55 . Vane was one o f  th e  committee to  d r a f t  th e  
envoys’ i n s t r u c t i o n s .  CSPD.1651 » 53.

2 . E 1 0 35 (5 ).
3 .  GSED.1651 . 19.
4 .  I b ld ..1 lT .H e  was o rd e re d  to  g iv e  i t  to  M ilto n ; t h e i r  f i r s t  rec o rd ed  

c o n ta c t  had been i n  M ar,l649 . I b i d . .1649-50 . 36 .
5 . C J .v i ,  554. I t  i s  assumed th a t  th e  younger Vane was named.
6. C. W ilson , P r o f i t  and Pow er, 1956, i s  i l lu m in a t in g  on Anglo-Dutch 

r e l a t i o n s ,  bu t s t a t e s  t h a t :  *Vane saw in  th e  th re a te n e d  war w ith  
th e  D utch a means o f  c re a t in g  p o l i t i c a l  su p p o rt f o r  them se lves, i . e .  
th e  In d ep en d en ts* . P ro fe s s o r  W ilson does n o t g iv e  h is  ev idence  f o r  
t h i s  view, and on th e  whole i t  seems th a t  Sikes* v e rs io n  i s  more 
p ro b a b le . C o l. Dolman, who a c te d  as in te rm e d ia iy  when th e  Dutch 
began n e g o tia t io n s  fo r  peace in  1653, had had ’much converse* w ith  
Vane in  D ec .1 65O. (A bbott, Cromwell, i i ,  623; N ic k o lls , 43)# Vane 
took a d i f f e r e n t  view o f  peace w ith  th e  D utch i n  l6 5 9 , b u t th e  
p o l i t i c a l  and i n te r n a t io n a l  s i tu a t io n  had changed.



257.

The n e g o tia t io n s  w ith  th e  D utch co n tin u ed  to  be l a r g e ly  in

V ane’s hands; he in fo rm ed  th e  House o f  th e  l e t t e r s  from  Pau , th e

aged Dutch e n v o y -e x tra o rd in a ry , who was an x io u sly  s t r i v in g  to  p re v e n t

f u l l - s c a l e  war betw een th e  two c o u n tr ie s ,  and on 18 June  Vane
2

re p o r te d  th e  m eeting betv/een Pau and th e  C o u n c il’s d e le g a te s .

Next day however th e  C ouncil o f  S ta te  a llow ed Vane no p a r t  i n  

d r a f t in g  th e  E n g lish  re p ly  to  th e  D utch envoys,^  and t h i s  le d ,  

f iv e  days l a t e r ,  to  a rem arkable  developm ent -  th e  e a r l  o f  Pembroke 

re p o r te d  to  p a rliam e n t th e  C ouncil o f  S t a t e ’ s re p ly  to  P au ’ s 

r e p r e s e n ta t io n s ,  and Vane a c te d  a s  t e l l e r  a g a in s t  th e  C o u n c il’s 

s ta te m e n t, which was d e c is iv e ly  r e j e c te d  by th e  H ouse.^  A new 

s ta te m e n t was o rd e re d  to  be drawn up , was brought in to  p a rlia m e n t 

im m ediate ly  a f t e r  p ra y e rs  nex t day , and p a sse d , b u t Vane had had
5

no hand in  i t .  He had ab sen ted  h im s e lf  from  the  C ounc il t h a t  day.

What i s  m ore, he f a i l e d  to  appear e i t h e r  in  p a r l ia m e n t, th e  C ouncil

o f  S t a t e ,  o r  th e  A dm iralty  Committee f o r  more th an  two m onths, from 
61 J u ly  onw ards.

T h is v e iy  p u b lic  d isag reem en t w ith  th e  C ouncil r e q u ir e s  e x p la n a tio n , 

and th e  most l ik e ly  one seems to  be t h a t  h e , l ik e  Cromwell, wanted

1 . C J .v i i ,  135.
2 . I b i d . ,  143.
3 . See below, p . 269.
4 . I b i d . ,145 . One v/ould assume t h a t  Vane re p o r te d  in  m id-June because 

he Was p re s id e n t  o f  th e  C ouncil f o r  t h a t  month (CSPD.1651-2 , 243, 
278), and Pembroke in  l a t e  June because he now h e ld  t h a t  o f f i c e  
( i b i d . ,291 ) .  But from  Vane’ s a t t i t u d e  to  th e  r e p o r t  t h i s  does
n o t seem to  be th e  whole e x p la n a t io n . The c le rk  does n o t in d ic a te  
w hich o f  th e  Vanes was a c tin g  as  t e l l e r  on t h i s  o c c a s io n , bu t as
P urefoy  was Vane’s f e l lo w - te  H e r ,  i t  seems mo re  l ik e l y  to  have been 
th e  younger -  P u re foy  i s  found su p p o rtin g  him on o th e r  o c c a s io n s .

5 . CSED.1651-5 2 , x l i .
6 . I b i d . , x l i i ; G J .v i i ,  145 seq ; B od l. Rawl. A 226, f f .1 6l - I 9 4 v . , passim ,
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peace w ith  the Dutch, and thought the C ouncil’ s  rep ly  not 

c o n c il ia to r y  enough. I f  he knew th a t he could not carry the  

C ouncil w ith  him, t h i s  would exp la in  h is  absence from i t s  m eeting  

on th e  25th  June. I t  i s  true th at th e  C ouncil’ s r e v ise d , and su re ly  

no l e s s  in tr a n sig e n t r e p ly , passed th e  House w ithout a d iv is io n  

when i t  Was brought in  next day,^ but th e  Council may have r a l l ie d  

i t s  su p p orters. C ertain  i t  i s  th a t Vane withdrew from p u b lic
2

a f f a ir s  u n t i l  9 September, when he attended a Council m eeting,

and th ere  i s  no inform ation  o f  value about him fo r  th ese  two months,^

though there i s  an in te r e s t in g  passage in  an August l e t t e r  from the

r o y a l i s t .  S ir  George R a d c lif fe , who s ta te d  th at he had heard Vane
4

mentioned as ambassador to  H olland. This would t a l ly  w e l l  w ith

p a c i f ic  view s on Vane’ s p a r t, but R a d c lif fe ’ s inform ant i s  unknown,

and h is  statem ent stands q u ite  a lon e . Vane’ s absence c e r ta in ly
5

was unusual. The Adm iralty Committee was s i t t in g  every day, and 

Ju ly  and August were c r i t i c a l  months fo r  the Commonwealth, w ith  

Blake hunting the Dutch East India v e s s e ls  and Ayscough ly in g  in  

w ait fo r  th e ir  sh ip s from the New World, the famous ’S i lv e r  F le e t ’ .

I t  i s  incom prehensible th a t Vane should not be a t h is  p o st a t such a 

tim e. There are th ree  p o s s ib le  e x p la n a tio n s . E ith er  he was i l l ,  

or  he Was in terv iew in g  De Retz in  P a r is ,  on the m ysterious m ission

d iscu sse d  below, or  he was d e lib e r a te ly  absenting h im se lf in  s i l e n t

Û  ^ . v i i ,  145.
2 . CSED.1651-5 2 , x l i v .
3 . Except th a t h is  accounts as navy treasu rer  fo r  1649-50 were d eclared  

on 26 June (E 3 5 1 /2 2 8 8 ), and th a t M ilton ’ s sonnet to  Vane belongs
to J u ly  -  was the sonnet a gestu re  o f  synç)athy?

4 . HMC.Bath MSS, i i ,  IO6 .
5 . B od l. Rawl. A 226, op . c i t .
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p r o te s t  aga in st a p o lic y  o f  which he disapproved. The l a s t  f i t s  in

b est w ith  S ik e s’ account o f  Vane’ s a t t itu d e  to the Dutch War, and

w ith  what i s  suspected to  have been h is  p o lic y  in  l6 if7 , when he had
1

found h im se lf in  a m in o r ity . . A v i s i t  to  France a t t h i s  time would 

have been dangerous (w ith  De Rqyter c r u is in g  o f f  C a la is  w ith  tw enty- 

two w arsh ips, and Blake s e iz in g  a French squadron ea r ly  in  September), 

but perhaps not im p o ss ib le . There i s  no referen ce  to i l l - h e a l t h  on 

Vane’ s p art a t th is  tim e, but t h i s  i s  in c o n c lu s iv e . On the whole 

voluntary withdrawal seems th e  most l ik e ly  exp lan ation , but the  

episode i s  ob scu re. ^

The o cca sio n  fo r  the v i s i t  to De Retz could  have been the  

l e t t e r  o f  credence from the P rince o f  Conde fo r  h is  envoy, which was 

read in  parliam ent in  March 1652; both l e t t e r  and em issaiy  were 

referred  to the Council o f  S ta te .^  This se c r e t  embassy o f  Vane, known 

only from th e  memoirs o f the ca rd in a l, y4io g iv e s  i t  no d a te ,^  i s  wrapped
5

in  m ystery, both as to i t s  purpose, and i t s  len g th . Vane was h o s t i le

1 . See above, chap. i v .
2 . Roger W illiam s, w r itin g  in  J u ly , m entions th e  danger in  the

Channel from French and Dutch a tta c k s . Knowles, 146.
3 .  ^ . v i i ,  1 1 8 .
4 . J .F . P . de Gondi, C ardinal de R etz, Mémoires. 1956, 375 .
5 . A bbott, Cromwell, i i ,  525, re ly in g  on the Council o f  S ta te

a tten d an ces, r ig h t ly  q u estion s Gardiner’ s date  (O ct. or Nov.1651 ) 
fo r  the De Retz v i s i t ,  and su ggests th a t Vane may have gone to  
P a ris  a f te r  h is  return from Scotland . The Admiralty Committee 
records (B od l. Rawl. A 225, f f . 70-158, A 226, f f . f - 5 2 v )  ru le  out 
the 1651 d a te s , and narrow the 1652 p o s s i b i l i t i e s  to  April-M ay, 
o r  Ju ly-A u gust. A bbott’ s conjecture th a t the e ld er  Vane may have 
been th e  envoy must be r e je c te d  -  De Retz s ta te s  th a t th e  envoy 
was Cromwell’ s in tim ate  co n fid a n t, which th e  e ld er  Vane never w as. 
De Retz names one ’F i ld in ’ as the in te m e d ia iy .  This may have been 
F ie ld e r , who had been a member o f  th e  Admiralty Committee from 
March to  D ec.1 651 , but unfortu nately  was not re-nom inated to the  
Committee; otherw ise h is  attendances m ight have g iven  a valuab le  
c lu e  to  the date o f  Vane’ s v i s i t .
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1
a t  t h i s  tim e to  S p a in , and may have hoped f o r  some s o r t  o f  a l l ia n c e

w ith  F rance d i r e c te d  a g a in s t  S p a in , though from De R e tz ’ s c ry p t ic

accoun t i t  sounds a s  though th e  p ro je c te d  t r e a ty  was more an a n t i -

Roman C a th o lic  one. B ut th e re  i s  so l i t t l e  in fo rm a tio n  about th e

in c id e n t  t h a t  one can on ly  s p e c u la te .

D uring  th e  y e a r s  1649-51 many l e t t e r s  p assed  betw een Cromwell

and Vane, though on ly  a few rem ain . Cromwell w ro te  to  Vane when

he w anted to  secu re  p a r l ia m e n t’s a t t e n t io n  f o r  m a tte rs  i n  which he
2

was p e rs o n a l ly  i n t e r e s t e d ,  and Vane k e p t Cromwell in fo rm ed  o f  th e

news from  London,^ A f te r  Dunbar he w ro te  a p p re c ia te ly  o f  Cromwell’ s

’h o n est and d e sp ise d  a m y ’ , bu t in  h i s  re fe re n c e  to  th e  p a rlia m e n t th e re

i s  bo th  condescension  and a h in t  o f  h i s  p o lic y  o f  keep ing  i t  in

s e s s io n  -  *I never knew any th ing  ta k e  a deeper and more kind3y

im p ress io n  ^ th a n  DunbaiJ upon th e  p a r l ia m e n t, who in  g e n e ra l have

good a im s, and a re  cap ab le  o f  improvement upon such w onderfu l
4

d e liv e ra n c e s  as th e s e  vouchsafed  to  them . ’ H is l e t t e r  o f  December

1 650 w ith  i t s  account o f  n a v a l v i c t o r i e s  and p o lic y  tow ards P o r tu g a l

has a lre a d y  been m en tioned . In  th e  sp r in g  and sunmer o f  I 65I ,

Cromwell w io te  s e v e ra l  tim es to  Vane re q u e s tin g  s u p p lie s  f o r  h is
5

S c o t t i s h  campaign -  h e , l ik e  a number o f  o th e r  p e o p le , e v id e n tly

th o u g h t t h a t  i f  he w anted p a rliam e n t o r  a committee to  d e a l  w ith

1 . A ccording to  th e  S pan ish  am bassador, C ardenas, ’ In  th e  absence 
o f  Harry Vane, who has j u s t  s e t  o u t as com m issioner to  S c o tla n d , 
and who i s  a man o f  g re a t  in f lu e n c e , and m oreover very  h o s t i l e  to  
S p a in , I  have de term ined  to  re q u e s t  an aud ience  from th e  C ouncil 
o f  S ta te * .  G u izo t, Crom well, i ,  468 .

2 . C alendar o f  th e  Committee f o r  Compounding, 1643-6, 1889-92, 1432.
3 . N ic k o lls ,  17 . J u ly  1650 .
4 .  I b id .,1 9 c  10 S ep t. 1650.
5 . A bbo tt, Crom well, i i ,  432-3 , 411-12 , 428,
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some bu sin ess sp e e d ily , Vane v/as the man to in t e r e s t .  Vane

brought the Mey l e t t e r  to  the C ouncil o f  S ta te , who referred

i t  to  the I r is h  and S c o tt ish  comm ittee, and the next day Cromwell’ s
1

l e t t e r  was being read in  the Commons. On one occasion  the gen era l

wrote to  h is  w ife : ’Mind S ir  Heniy Vane o f  the businesse o f  my
2

e s ta te * . (The son o f  the marquis o f  W orcester was try in g  to

secure from parliam ent part o f  the fam ily property sequestered

on account o f  h is  fa th e r ’s ’delinquency’ , and assign ed  to  Cromwell.)

Christopher Love’ s case prompted l e t t e r s  to Cromwell from Vane at

t h is  tim e,^ and early  in  August I 63I Vane was assuring Cromwell

th a t the men and su p p lie s  he had asked fo r , and more, were being  
4

despatched. This l e t t e r  i s  an in te r e s t in g  one in  many w ays, fo r

i t  shows h is  co n sc ien tio u s a t t itu d e  to h is  d u t ie s ,  h is  assumption

that August was ’vacation  tim e*, and h is  im patience w ith  th ose  who

were not so quick as h im self to  see  what was needed. I t  a lso

rev ea ls  the f r i c t io n  between some Council or  Committee members.
3

Another l e t t e r  passed between th e two in  A ugust, but i f  th ere  

were any l e t t e r s  a fte r  th a t month they have n ot su rvived .

In an ob liq u e  s t y le ,  which he could assume on o ccasion , he 

in d ica ted  in  th e  l e t t e r  w r itte n  on 2 August I 63I ,  before he went 

on h o lid ay , th a t there was some d iffe r e n c e  o f  op in ion  between Cromwell

1 . CSED.1631 . 182 .
2 . Abbott, Cromwell, i i ,  403 .
3 . See below p . 271.
4 . N ic k o lls , 79.
3 . A bbott, Cromwell, i i ,  2*47.
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and h im se lf . He assured Cromwell th a t he; ’ answers your h e a r t’ s 

d e sir e  in  a l l  th in g s, except he be esteemed even by you in  

p r in c ip le s  too  high to  fathom *. The meaning o f  t h is  i s  not c le a r ;  

the su b jec ts  on which the two men were probably in  disagreem ent at  

th is  tim e, the am y’ s stren gth , and the continuance o f  the Rump, 

could hardly have been r e fer r ed  to in  th ese  term s. The v i t a l  

vo tes  on the la t t e r  su b ject took p lace  in  parliam ent in  November^ 

and, though there i s  no p o s i t iv e  evidence th a t  Vane took p art in  the  

debate, there i s  no reason to doubt the accepted  view  o f h is  a t t itu d e .

He was not one o f  those M .P.s and o f f ic e r s  who met a t L e n th a ll’ s 

house on 10 December to d is c u s s  th e  fu tu re form o f  government, which 

in d ic a te s  th a t Cromwell thought h is  view s on the Bump were n ot  

shared by Vane.

H is e x c lu s io n  however in  August l652 from the committee fo r

the ’new r e p r e se n ta tiv e ’ may not have been a d e lib er a te  s l ig h t  -

he had been absent from London when the Army o f f i c e r s ’ p e t i t io n

was p resen ted , and th is  may w e ll  account f o r  h i s  exc lu sion  from the
2

committee s e t  up to  con sid er  the p e t i t io n .  I t  was t h i s  same committee 

which was in s tr u c te d  to  draw up a b i l l  on th e  plan fo r  a new repres­

e n ta t iv e , but again Vane’s ex c lu s io n  need not have been so complete 

as Gardiner and o th ers have assumed, fo r  ’a l l  th a t come to have v o ic e s ’ 

was the r u le  fo r  t h i s  committee, so th a t Vane could have attended i f  he 

chose.^  During October Cromwell and the Army o f f ic e r s  were having

1 . Ib id . .4 9 9 .
2 . CJ . v i .  164 .
3 . I b i d . . 178.
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1
d isc u ss io n s  w ith  M .P .s; alm ost c e r ta in ly  Vane, as one o f  the

lea d in g  men in  th e  House, would have been th e r e , but there i s

no evidence on t h i s .  I f  the la t e  November v o te , in  an unusually

f u l l  parliam ent, fo r  the new C ouncil o f  S ta te  i s  an index to  members’

p op u lar ity  a t th e  tim e. Vane’ s stood  h igh , though why S t .  John’s
2

and E o l ie ’s should stand higher i s  hard to  understand. In th a t  

month Vane was alm ost continu ously  occupied w ith  the navy fin an ce  

and ad m in istra tion , and i s  only tw ice  recorded to have in te r e s te d  

h im se lf in  o th er  su b je c ts . E arly  in  December the new navy commiss­

io n e rs  were appointed, and he was immersed in  naval m atters u n t i l  

the end o f  March 1633.

On 6 January 1653, when Vane was working w ith  g rea t energy to  

stren gthen  the navy, and was in  fa c t  a t Chatham, r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  

the committee drawing up the ’new r e p r e se n ta t iv e ’ b i l l  was tran sferred  

from Carew, to lAhom i t  had e a r l ie r  been assign ed , to Major H arrison. 

Carew was Vane’ s fellow -com m issioner fo r  the navy, and l ik e  him was 

at Chatham -  p o ss ib ly  t h i s  was the excuse fo r  the change o f  convenor.

1 . A bbott, Cromwell, i i ,  584. The d iu m a l ls  show an awareness that  
th ere  were d is se n s io n s  among the p o l i t i c ia n s .  See E 799( 17) and 
(22).

2 . C J .v i i .  220. 24 Nov. 1652. W hitelocke had many fr ie n d s , and 
ob viou sly  was pop u lar. Reynolds spoke o f  S t . John as a fa v o u r ite  
o f  parliam ent, ( lu r to n , i v ,  2 9 7 ), but was r e fer r in g  to  an in c id en t  
ea r ly  in  the Long P& rliam eat. Prom Clarendon’ s d e sc r ip tio n  o f
S t . John one would not exp ect him to  command a large  fo llo w in g ,  
but he may have obtained c r e d it  as a m oderate. (See h is  l e t t e r  
to Cromwell, N ic k o lls , 26 , and S t . John’ s own account o f  h is  
a tt itu d e  a t  the tim e, op . c i t . ) .  But why R olle?

3 . The trea ty  w ith  P o rtu g a l, ( C J .v i i .  223) and e x -lo r d  mayor Gurney’s 
f i n e / I b i d . , 2 1 4 ).
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Both men would s t i l l  have been e n t i t le d  to a tten d  the committee 

under the " a ll  th a t come, to have voice" r u le ,  but both were 

working hard to  supply the navy’ s needs, much o f  the time a t  

Chatham, and cannot have had tim e to spare fo r  the parliam ent 

b i l l .  On 30  March however, w ith  B lake’ s v ic t o iy  o f f  Portland  

s a fe ly  behind him. Vane had tim e to  g ive  to  o th er  m atters, and was
1

in  the House when the b i l l  ’fo r  a new r e p r e se n ta t iv e ’ was d iscu ssed  -

the House had gone back, during the anxious days o f  the Dutch War,

to  debating t h i s  su b ject once a week o n ly . When the House d iv id ed

on the q u estion  o f  f ix in g  a h igh  property q u a lif ic a t io n  ( e s ta t e

to the va lu e  o f  £200 a y ear) fo r  the fr a n c h ise . Vane and Bond were
2

t e l l e r s  fo r  not p u ttin g  the q u estion . D efeated  on t h i s ,  they  were 

t e l l e r s  in  favour o f  t h i s  very r e s t r i c t iv e  fr a n c h ise . Presumably
3

Vane had guessed  he would be d e fea te d , in  the very th in  House, on 

the fra n ch ise  c la u se , and hence h is  o p p o sitio n  to  p u ttin g  the q u estion .

There are se v er a l in d ic a t io n s  th at by 165O Heniy Marten was among 

Vane’ s p o l i t i c a l  opponents. According to M ercurius Pragmaticus 

Marten defended and Vane a ttack ed  Lilbum e a t  a Council o f  S ta te

1 . ^ . v i i ,  244. A bbott, Cromwell, 571, s ta te d  th a t Harrison rep laced
Vane in  charge o f  the b i l l ,  but f a i le d  to  n o t ic e  the August
com m ittee. For Vane and Carew a t Chatham, see  below, p . 316
and B odl. Rawl. A 227 f . 9 v .  Harrison was absent from th e Council 
fo r  the whole o f  the second h a lf  o f  Pebruaiy (Abbott, Cromwell, i i ,  
619) ,  and i t  seems u n lik e ly  th erefore  th a t he r e a lly  took charge 
o f  the b i l l #

2 . g [ . v i i ,  273 .
3 . For the numbers in  the House a t t h is  tim e see  Masson, M ilton , i v ,

398- 9 9 . Masson says th a t a f te r  D ec. 1652 a House o f  over 50 was
a good on e. 38  voted  in  th is  d iv is io n #
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1
m eeting in  March 165O. C erta in ly  Marten and. Vane were t e l l e r s

fo r  opp osite  s id e s  in  d iv is io n s  in  Parliam ent in  September and 
2

December 165O. And when Parliam ent voted on the com position o f  the 

new Council o f  S ta te  in  January I 650 , though o ld  S ir  Henry Vane’ s 

name was one o f  the f iv e  a t the top o f  the l i s t  in  the secre t b a llo t  

o f  the House, the nom inations had to  be co n fim ed  by open v o tin g , 

and in  t h is  o ld  S ir  Henry was r e je c te d , and Marten was one o f  the  

t e l l e r s  aga in st him#^ This may w e l l  have been the occasion  recounted by 

Aubrey on which Marten r id ic u le d  the e ld er  Vane in  parliam ent; on no 

o th er  name was there a d iv is io n , so th a t some s p e c ia l  attack  must 

have been made on th e  o ld  man. The quarrel betv/een the Committee 

o f  the Navy (the f in a n c ia l  com m ittee), and what became known as the  

’Merchants Committee* may have added f u e l  to the fla m es. The la t t e r  

committee had been s e t  up a f te r  the k in g ’s execu tion  to purge the  

navy and the customs serv ice  o f  r o y a l i s t s ,  and to a b o lish  u s e le s s  

o f f i c e s  in  the two branches o f  government ad m in istra tion . A number 

o f  honest men, or ’good fe llo w s* , as John HoHond c a l l s  them, were 

appointed w ith  the o b je c t , i f  H olland i s  to be b e lie v e d , o f  g iv in g  

the Committee an appearance o f  im p a r t ia l ity . In f a c t ,  so H o llo n d  

sa y s , the Committee members used th e ir  authority  to  g iv e  p o s it io n s  in

1 . E 596( 12) .  19-26 Mar. ’No f a i t h  w ith  L ilb u m e’ , c r ie s  young Vane.
2 . C J .v i, 4 68 .  17 S e p t .;  511, 18 D ec. On the f i r s t  occasion  Vane

w ished to r e ta in , and Marten to expunge, the word * change * from 
P arliam en t’ s answer to  a d ec la ra tio n  by Charles I I .  But the word 
’change* occurs f i v e  tim es in  P arliam ent’ s statem ent, in  d if fe r e n t  
co n tex ts ;  thus the is su e  on which Vane and Marten d isagreed  cannot 
now be d iscovered . E 6l5  ( 2 ) ,  20 S e p t.

3 . C J .v i, 5 69 . S ir  Vailiam  Arayn, Vane’ s fr ie n d , was one o f  the t e l l e r s
fo r  Vane se n io r . I t  w i l l  be remembered th a t the younger Vane h im se lf  
did  not escape a b arbed comment from Marten.
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the custom s, which were p r o f ita b le ,  to th e ir  fr ie n d s  and r e la t io n s .^

Such charges were f r e e ly  bandied about in  t h is  p er iod , but Parliam ent

Was ev id en tly  persuaded to  take a c r i t i c a l  view o f  the Committee o f

Merchants, fo r  i t  abolish ed  i t  on 23 A p ril 165O. Marten was a

member o f  the M erchants’ Committee, but was not nominated to  the
2

Council o f  S ta te  Admiralty sub-committee u n t i l  December 1651.

A fter  h i s  return  from Scotland  in  l652 Vane c lash ed  se v e r a l tim es 

w ith  Marten. On the f i r s t  o cca sio n  the su b ject under d isc u ss io n  

was the com plicated one o f the Holland Pen d is p u te . I t  i s  n ecessary  

b r ie f ly  to  o u t lin e  t h i s ,  as th ere  i s  no account o f  i t ,  except in  

numerous contemporary pam phlets. The e a r l  o f  Lindsey had begun the  

drainage o f  the fen  in  the l6 3 0 s , and in  I 64I the Pennnen had taken  

fo r c ib le  p o sse ss io n  o f the lands already drained . Lindsey had so ld  

p a rt o f  h is  in t e r e s t  in  the p r o je c t  to  S ir  Yfilliam  K illig r ew , who 

appeared as spokesman fo r  the undertakers in  th e  l6 4 0 s and ’50s and 

who wrote numerous pamphlets on th e ir  b e h a lf . K illig rew  wanted th e  

r e sto r a tio n  o f  the land se iz e d  by the commoners, and th e  com pletion  

o f  the whole p r o je c t . The Pen-men repudiated the undertakers’ t i t l e

1 . H ollond, 117, 122, 120. (Oppenhèim wrongly id e n t i f ie d  the Committee
o f  the Navy ( f in a n c ia l)  w ith  the Committee o f  Merchants. EHR. x i .  
571. The nomenclature o f  the variou s navy comm ittees i s  
com plicated , and o fte n  d efea ted  even contem poraries. Por the  
quarrel between the two comm ittees see  C J .v i, 400 , 401. A p ,l6 5 0 ).
Marten owned a sh ip  (th e  Marten. B od l. Rawl. A 221, f . 7 v ) ,  had 
belonged to e a r l ie r  adm iralty com m ittees, (BM.Add.9305 passim)
and probably knew som ething o f  naval a ffa ir s#

2 .  CSPD.1651- 2 . 46 .
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to  th e  la n d , and w anted no more tlian  a ’ se ttlem en t*  betw een

them selves and L indsey’ s group. A committee o f  parliam ent

o f  which John Gk>odwin was chairman had se n s ib ly  recommended in

1649 th a t the p a r t ie s  to  th e  d isp u te  should come to a se ttle m en t,

b u t th e  commoners had responded  by o f f e r in g  to  n e g o tia te  on th e

b a s is  o f  th e ir  own adm ission to  the scheme as undertakers. K illig rew

in d ig n a n tly  refu sed  -  he and Lindsey had spent thousands o f  pounds

a lread y , he claim ed, and the commoners would be r e c e iv in g  a share

o f  the land which Lindsey and h im se lf had paid  to d ra in . P e t i t io n s ,

depu tation s and f u l l  debates at a la rg e  parliam entaiy committee

during 1651 fo llo w ed , but the b i l l  drawn up on the l in e s  d e sired  by

K illig r e w  v/as not brought in  u n t i l  A p r il lé5 2  -  i t  looks as though

he had w aited  for  Vane’ s return from S cotlan d . I t  i s  c le a r  What

Vane’ s p o lic y  was -  support fo r  K illig r e w  and the undertakers, who

w anted to  re g a in  th e  d ra in e d  la n d s  and to  c o n tin u e  w ith  th e  p r o j e c t ,

as opposed to  th e  Commoners, who w anted t h e i r  t i t l e  to  th e  rec o v ere d

land e s ta b lish e d , but no more drainage undertaken. Vane’s p o s it io n

was weak however, fo r  the Pen-men made great p lay w ith  the fa c t  th a t

K illig r e w , Lindsey and th e ir  partn ers had been a c t iv e  r o y a l i s t s ,

whereas the Pen-men had nearly  a l l  fought fo r  P arliam ent. Vane was

th ere fo re  roundly d e fea te d , and Marten (who w ith  Lilburne had been

championing the Pen-men), was w ith  John Goodwin auth orised  to bring
1

in  a b i l l  merely ’s e t t l i n g ’ the fen s  already d ra in ed . Whether Vane,

1 . C J .v i i ,  118. 9 A p ril 1652 .
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when he acquired so much o f  L indsey’s other property acquired

a lso  h is  t i t l e  to  th e  drained fen la n d s, i s  not known, but i t

seems probable, though K illigrew  never mentions Vane’s name.

K illig r e w  made a strong  case  fo r  com pleting the p r o je c t , but the

Pen-men’s arguments were a lso  con v in cin g ly  presen ted  in  the

contemporary pam phlets, and Vane may have been moved e ith e r  by

p r iv a te  or p u b lic  in t e r e s t ,  or both . I t  i s  to be noted however
1

th a t he was once more chan^ioning the l e s s  dem ocratic s id e .

He was Marten’ s opponent on a number o f  o ther su b je c ts . On

21 May 1652, fo r  in s ta n c e , H e s ilr ig e  and Marten wanted to  continue

a debate on the I r is h  se tt le m en t, w h ile  Vane was a t e l l e r  aga in st  
2

t h i s .  Probably he was anxious to g e t on w ith the urgent navy

b u sin ess  fo r  th a t day, and did not want th is  delayed  by a long and

wearisome debate on r e l ig io u s  to le r a t io n  fo r  Ire la n d . He p r e v a ile d ,

and the debate was postponed fo r  ten  days. On the day o f  the resumed

debate Vane found h im se lf  in  th e  same lobby as Marten, fo r  both wanted

r e l ig io u s  to le r a t io n  fo r  Ire lan d , and th e  House accepted th is  bold  
3

p o l ic y .  But on o th er  m atters they continued to d i f f e r  -  fo r  in sta n ce

over the tra n sfer  o f  th e  powers o f  th e  o ld  Committee o f  Indemnity
4

to  th e  G oldsm iths’ H a ll Committee. On 19 June there was the c la sh  

mentioned above, in  th e  C ouncil o f  S ta te , on the n eg o tia tio n s  w ith  

Holland; the C ouncil decided th a t a three-man com m ittee, and not the

1 . The 1649-52 phase o f  the Lindsey L evel d isp u te  can be fo llow ed  
ch ro n o lo g ica lly  in :  BM.725c.37; 669 f .1 9 (6 3 ); 515 k .2 l(lO *  and 10);
669 f .1 9  (59) and ( 62 ) .

2 . CJ . v i i ,  134. Vane had returned to parliam ent on 14 May ( ib id », 132) 
There was a good attendance (66) in  the House on 21 May, so Vane’s 
a t t itu d e  cannot have been due to a d e s ir e  to have a f u l l e r  House.

3 . I b id . , 137.
4 . ^ . v i i ,  144#
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CJommittee fo r  Foreign A ffa ir s ,  which had been in  charge o f  the

n e g o t ia t io n s , was to  draw up the second answer to  Pau, the Dutch  
1

envoy. Vane had been the lea d in g  fig u r e  on the Foreign A ffa ir s
2

Committee in  t h i s  m atter, but Marten, Bradshaw and Scot formed the  

new committee -  Vane was p o in ted ly  excluded. At the c r i t i c a l  debate  

in  the House, f i v e  days la t e r .  Marten was one o f  the t e l l e r s  a g a in st
3

Vane.

Vane was always on the a ler t to  prevent p o l i t i c a l  enemies o f  the

Commonwealth from undeimining i t s  s e c u r ity . According to  Pragm aticus,

i t  was Vane and h is  fa th er  who moved fo r  an a c t p ro h ib itin g  r o y a l i s t s
4

from stay in g  w ith in  twenty m ile s  o f  London. The Council o f  S ta te

in s tr u c te d  Vane in  September 165O to report to  Parliam ent the

C ou ncil’ s view  th a t the resid en ce in  England o f  the w ives o f  prominent
5

r o y a l is t s  then abroad was dangerous. The a tta ck  on Barbados, fo r  

which he asked parliam ent fo r  money in  the same month, was sa id  to  

be due to  the d e s ir e  to prevent r o y a l is t s  from seek ing  asylum th ere .^  

The same r u th le ssn e ss  to  p o l i t i c a l  opponents which Vane had 

shown to  those in vo lved  in  W aller’ s p lo t  in  1643, and to  H o lie s  and 

h is  fr ie n d s  in  1646, was evinced  again in  1651 • The popular young 

p resb yterian  preacher, Christopher Love, was one o f  se v er a l m in is te r s  

im p lica ted  in  p lo t t in g  a London r is in g ,  part o f  a nation-w ide r o y a l i s t

1 . CSPD.1652- 3 . 298.
2 . I b id . . 297 .
3 .  C J .v i i ,  145.
4 .  E 5 9 5 (8 ). 12-19 Mar. 1650 .
5 . CSPD.1640. 352 . 23 S ep t.
6 . C. W ilson, P r o f it  and Power. 4 5 .



270,

p lo t .  Love was deeply in v o lv ed , but he was on ly  th ir ty ,  h is
1

w ife  was e x p e c tin g  a c h i ld ,  and h i s  t r i a l  was f a r  from j u s t .

In  s p i t e  o f  th e s e  m it ig a t in g  f a c t o r s .  Vane r e le n t le s s ly 'o p p o s e d

every  a tte m p t, in  p a rlia m e n t and o u t ,  to save Love’ s l i f e .  When

i t  was p roposed  t h a t  lo v e ’ s case  shou ld  be p o stp o n ed . Vane was a
2

t e l l e r  a g a in s t  t h i s .  Two days l a t e r ,  a f t e r  Love had been condemned, 

p e t i t i o n s  on Love’ s b e h a lf  poured  in to  th e  House, and i t  was moved 

t h a t  th e  e x e c u tio n  shou ld  be postponed  f o r  a month -  Vane opposed 

t h i s  a ls o .  Love’ s sym path ise rs  now suggested  ban ishm ent, as an 

a l t e r n a t iv e  to  e x e c u tio n , but Vane, s t i l l  i n f l e x i b l e ,  p rev en ted  t h i s  

to o .^  He had had a s a fe  m a jo r i ty  on each d iv i s io n ,  and wanted to  

have Love’s f a t e  s e t t l e d  beyond a l l  d oub t; he was th e re fo re  a t e l l e r  

f o r  p u t t in g  th e  m otion t h a t  Love should  be pardoned , f o r  he knew i t  

would be l o s t .  Love’ s f r i e n d s  abandoned th e  s t ru g g le  f o r  th e  tim e 

b e in g  -  they  d id  not even c a l l  f o r  a d iv is io n ,  and th e  m otion was 

n e g a t iv e d ,^  though  fo u r  days l a t e r ,  in  th e  t e e th  o f  o p p o s it io n  from

1 . A b b o tt, Crom well, i i ,  438 , th in k s  th e  ev idence  a g a in s t  Love was 
f l im s y , b u t t h i s  i s  n o t borne o u t by th e  contem poraiy pam phlets
abou t th e  c a se . He d id  n o t deny t h a t  r o y a l i s t  m ee tings were h e ld
a t  h i s  house, and in  h i s  sem on from th e  s c a f fo ld  d e c la re d :  ’I
would n o t . . . b e  looked  upon (now I  am a dying  m a n ) . . .  as  a man owning 
t h i s  p re s e n t  Government’ . E 7 9 0 (l)  M r.Love’ s C ase. See a ls o
E 790( 2 ) ,  A S h o rt P le a  f o r  th e  Commonwealth, and E 7 9 0 (5 ) ,
A V in d ic a tio n  o f  Mr. Love. love  says t h a t  h i s  envoy to  Cromwell 
was a r r e s te d ,  and h i s  l e t t e r s  to  Cromv/ell s e iz e d . He p ro p h e s ie d  
t h a t  ’ th o se  who have g o t te n  power in to  t h e i r  hands by p o l ic y ,  and 
use i t  by c r u e l ty ,  th ey  w i l l  lo se  i t  w ith  ignom iny’ , and , in  what 
must have been a w arn ing  to Vane, d e c la re d :  *I see men hunger a f t e r  
my f l e s h ,  and t h i r s t  a f t e r  ny b lo o d , w hich w i l l  h a s te n  my h ap p in ess  
and t h e i r  r u in e ’ . E 7 9 0 ( l ) .

2 . C J .v i ,  599. 9 JuOy.
3 . I b i d . .  603 .
4 .  I b id .
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Vane, they  secu red  th e  re p r ie v e  o f  one month, a f t e r  p e t i t io n s  from
1Love and h is  vd fe  had been re a d . Vane had tw ice  v /r i t te n  to

2
C ronw ell, w arn ing  him a g a in s t  any clemency to  Love, and in  A ugust 

th e  m in is te r  was ex ecu ted . N e ith e r  th e  Commonwealth Government, 

n o r Vane, can have enhanced t h e i r  r e p u ta tio n  by t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  to  

t h i s  famous c a s e .

The p o l i t i c a l  r i v a l r i e s  and c o n f l i c t in g  p o l i c i e s  o f  th e  1649- 

1653 p e r io d  a re  d i f f i c u l t  to  e lu c id a te .  I t  i s  c le a r  t h a t  M arten 

and Vane were a t  odds w ith  one a n o th e r , and p ro b ab ly  M arten’ s su p p o rt 

f o r  th e  L e v e lle r  d o c tr in e s  w hich he had chan^ioned f o r  s e v e ra l  y e a r s  

accoun ts f o r  t h i s .  C e r ta in ly  i t  would e x p la in  Vane’s a t t i t u d e  to  

th e  Lindsey Pen d is p u te ,  and would be consonant w ith  h is  su p p o rt f o r  

a p ro p e r ty  f r a n c h is e .  There a re  h in t s  a lso  i n  th e  contem poraiy  p re s s  

t h a t  Vane was h o s t i l e  to  L ilb u rn e . Vane d id  n o t however, i n  s p i t e  

o f  L ilb u m e ’ s a t t a c k s ,  p u rsu e  him  v in d ic t iv e ly ,  -  Vane might have s a id ,  

l i k e  R ic h e lie u , t h a t  h i s  enem ies were th o se  o f  th e  S ta te .  Though h is  

f a th e r  had been vehem ently c r i t i c i s e d  in  L ilb u rn e ’ s 1649 p am p h le ts ,^  

Vane v/as n o t  p r e s e n t  when L ilb u m e * s  case  f i r s t  came befo re  th e  C ouncil 

o f  S ta te ,  and on succeed ing  days p re fe r r e d  to  a t te n d  th e  A dm iralty

1 . I b i d .
2 . N ic k o lls ,  84.
3 .  L eg a l!  Fundam ental! L ib e r t i e s  E 5 6 o ( l4 ) .  An impeachment o f  High 

fm asB n  E ---
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Committee and to  o th e r  b u s in e ss  r a th e r  th an  to  h ear L ilb u rn e* s  
1

case  d e b a te d . He was a t  odds w ith  H e s i l r ig e  a t  t h i s  t im e ,

which i s  unexpected , b u t th e  Rhode I s la n d  d isp u te  may accoun t 
2

f o r  t h i s .

Vane was de te rm ined  to  defend  the  Commonwealth a g a in s t  i t s  

enem ies, bo th  w ith in  and w ith o u t. He was p robab ly  aware t h a t  the  

regim e was in s e c u re ly  based  in  th e  l o y a l t i e s  o f th e  n a t io n ,  and 

t h i s  would e x p la in  th e  r u th le s s n e s s  w ith  w hich he p u rsued  C h ris to p h e r  

Love. P ro b ab ly  he d id  n o t r e a l i s e  th e  odium he was th e reb y  in c u r r in g ,  

o r  pe rh ap s h i s  ov/n p o p u la r i ty  was n o t a m a tte r  o f  moment to  him . In  

December i 651 when a p a rlia m e n ta ry  com m ittee ad v ised  t h a t  o n ly  beer 

o r  a le  brewed by common b rew ers o r  so ld  by in n -k ee p e rs  shou ld  be 

e x c is a b le ,^  Vane was one o f  the  t e l l e r s  a g a in s t  th e  p ro p o s a l .  I t  

would have needed an army o f  o f f i c i a l s  to  check on a l l  th e  home­

brewed b e e r  in  th e  co u n try , and Vane was round ly  d e fe a te d . I f  he 

c a red  abou t h i s  ovm p o p u la r i ty ,  he v/ould hardily have taken  th e  a t t i tu d e  

he d id  on t h i s  t r i v i a l  m a t te r .

D uring  th e  1649-55 perio d n o  o th e r  member o f  th e  Long P a rlia m e n t 

took a le a d in g  p a r t  i n  so many a sp e c ts  o f  governm ent. P e rh ap s M arten

1 . He was a b sen t from th e  m orning s e s s io n  o f  19 S e p t . ,  though i t  i s  
t r u e  t h a t  he a tte n d e d  i n  the a f te rn o o n . (S .P . 2 5 /3 ) . When L ilb u m e* s
case  came up a g a in  on 20 and22 O ct. Vane was n o t a t  th e  Council#
He a tte n d e d  an A dm iralty  Committee m eeting  on th e  2 0 th , (S .P .l8 /3 )>
and on th e  n ig h t o f  th e  22nd Vane re a d  to th e  C ouncil o f  S ta te  the  
acco u n t o f  the  n a t io n ’s f in a n c e s  w hich he d e liv e re d  to  p a rliam e n t 
on th e  23r d ,  and w hich must have tak e n  him c o n s id e ra b le  time to  
p r e p a re .  ( CSED.1649-50. 357. The MS (S .P .2 5 /3 )  g iv es  'n i g h t ' .

2 . See belov/, chap. v i i i #
3 . C J .v i ,  50o 12 D ec. There must have been some am biguity  about th e

ÏT 50 o rd in an ce  m entioned by D r. A sh ley . (F in a n c ia l  and Commercial
P o lic y  o f  th e  P r o te c to r a te .  19&2, 68)*
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comes n e a re s t  to  Vane in  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  b u t M arten was n o t i n t e r e s t e d

in  S c o t t is h  a f f a i r s  o r  th e  c o lo n ie s .  Vane d i r e c te d ,  o r  h e lp ed  to

d i r e c t ,  so many o f  the  C ouncil and P a r l ia m e n t’ s a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  he

m ust have been th e  most im p o rtan t s in g le  member o f  the  p a r l ia m e n t.

P lan n in g  w ith  Roger W illiam s how to  co u n te r  H e s i l r ig e ’ s schemes

f o r  Rhode I s la n d ,  d r a f t in g  th e  union  w ith  S c o tla n d , d i r e c t in g

r e l a t i o n s  w ith  P o r tu g a l and H o llan d , p ro b ab ly  w ith  Spain a ls o ,

g iv in g  u n re m ittin g  a t t e n t io n  to  navy a d m in is tr a t io n  -  i t  i s  a g a in

d i f f i c u l t  to  se e  how Vane accom plished  a l l  th e  work he d id .  W ith i t

went a m u lti tu d e  o f  m inor t a s k s ,  uncouple te d  o r  to o  un im portan t to

c o n s id e r  h e re  -  such as m eetings in  connec tion  w ith  r i o t s  in  York 
2

o r  K ent, and th e  e a r ly  s ta g e s  o f  th e  p la n  f o r  c o -o rd in a tin g  a l l  

th e  revenue in to  one r e c e ip t ,^  one o f  the  Commonwealth’s most u rg e n t 

p rob lem s. V ane’ s p ro d ig io u s  in d u s try  alw ays compels o n e ’s 

a d m ira tio n .

1 . CSPD.1649-30. 233. 16 J u ly  l6 4 9 .
2 . I b id . ,1 7 2 . The MS g iv e s  th e  in fo rm a tio n  t h a t  Vane was to  speak to  

C ol. S idney about the  r i o t s  ’when he met th e  c o lo n e l’ . S .P .2 3 /2 . 
4  June  1649 .

3 .  S .P .2 5 /3 ;  C J .v i ,  310 .
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Chap. v i i .  Vane and th e  A dm ira lty , f l 649-33)#

P a r t  i .  The A dm iralty  Committee member, 

February 1649-December 1632.
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The f i r s t  in d ic a t io n  th a t  Vane had re tu rn e d  to  h i s  p rev io u s

d u t ie s  and in t e r e s t s  a f t e r  h is  absence from  p u b lic  a f f a i r s  in

December 1643 and Jan u ary  16^9 i s  h is  s ig n a tu re  on a Navy Committee 
1

l e t t e r ;  th i s  was on th e  very  day o f  th e  k in g 's  e x e c u tio n ,
2

He sig n ed  o th e r  navy o rd e rs  on 10 and 14 F ebruary , and i t  may be 

an in d ic a t io n  o f  h is  concern fo r  th e  navy th a t  he appeared  a t  th e  

C ouncil th e  day a f t e r  P a rliam en t had a ss ig n e d  to  th a t  body respons­

i b i l i t y  f o r  th e  ad m ira lty  fu n c tio n  o f th e  na-yy^ « Vane a r r iv e d  a t  

the  a fte rn o o n  s e s s io n , a t  which th e  v i t a l  m a tte r  o f  th e  command a t
4

sea  was d isc u sse d , and much o th e r  n a v a l b u sin ess  a l s o .  P ro fe s s o r

A bbott however a t t r ib u t e d  V ane's a tten d a n ce  to  th e  f a c t  th a t

P a rlia m e n t had th a t  day d isp en sed  w ith  the oa th  re q u ire d  by th e  
3

Engagem ent. He was a t  once g iven  im p o rtan t work to do fb r  th e

navy. Je sso p  and Coytmore, the  s e c r e ta r ie s  o f th e  A dm iralty  Committee

which had lap sed  in  May 1648, brought th e  o ld  C om m ittee 's reco rd s

w ith  them , and Vane, W alton and S c o tt had th e  ta s k  o f  rea d in g  them,

e v id e n tly  to  dec ide  what powers should be g iven  to  th e  th re e  newly
6

ap p o in ted  adm irals*

Henceforward V ane 's  a r r i v a l  a t  th e  C ouncil o f  S ta te  was g e n e ra l]y ,

1 . B od l. Rawl. A 224, f .8 v .  30 J a n .
2 . I b i d *, f f .8 v ,  13v, 18.
3 . C J.v i*  149. Warwick re s ig n e d  as Lord High Adm iral th e  same day .
4 . CSPD. 1649- 30 . 13.
3 . A b b o tt, o£ , c i t . i i ,  19.
6 . See no te  4  , end S .P .23/ I .
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though n o t in v a r ia b ly , th e  s ig n a l  fo r  n av a l b u sin ess  to  be
A

d isc u sse d , and i t  seems as though th e  C ouncil was p u r r e d

in to  a c t io n  fo r  im proving the  navy as  soon as he began to  a tte n d .

C e r ta in ly  M ercurius P rag m aticu s , which in  February  I 649 was
2

r e f e r r in g  to  the  navy as 'M iles C o rb e t 's  f l e e t ' ,  and in  e a r ly

A p ril was a s s e r t in g  t h a t  P a rliam en t had no ab ip s  r e a ^  to  go to  
3

se a , was w ritin g  in  mid-May as though i t  was Vane who was s t r iv in g

4to  produce a f l e e t  to  de fend  the  Commonwealth. A sp a te  o f l e t t e r s

1. E .g . V ane 's a r r i v a l  a t  th e  C ouncil was fo llow ed  by th e  d isc u ss io n
o f  navy a f f a i r s  on 24, 26, 27 Feb. and on 1 , 3, 6, 13, 26 and 27 Mar.

' (CSPD.1649-30» passim V and (S .P .2 3 /1  passim ) .  V ane 's appearance 
was n o t fo llow ed by th e  t ra n s a c tio n  o f navy b u s in e ss  on 2 , 3 , 7, 10 
o r  1 ? H a r .  -  th e re  was v e r y  l i t t l e  n a ,w y b u sin ess  on e i t h e r  o f  th e se  
two l a s t  days, and Vane was m eeting the  com m issioners o f  th e  navy 
on th e  12 th . On th e  20 th  th e  C ouncil d e a l t  v a th  th re e  navy item s 
b e fo re  Vane appeared , bu t he may w e ll  have been p re p a rin g  th e  
r e p o r t  on the  navy which he p re se n te d  to the  Cojimons n ex t day.

. On 21 Mar. the  C ouncil d isc u sse d  some n a v a l a f f a i r s  in  V ane 's  
ab sence , bu t he was in  the  House, making t h i s  most im p o rtan t r e p o r t .

2 . E 343( 13) .  20-27 Feb. C orbet was one o f th e  key members o f the
Navy and Customs Com mittee, and h is  name i s  o f te n  co up led  w ith
G -reene's in  th e  D iu m a l l s .  The A dm iralty  Oomraittee had lap sed
when Warvvick was ap p o in ted  adm iral in  May I 648, G-reene d isap p ea red  from  
p u b lic  a f f a i r s  a t  P r i d e 's  P urge , and C orbet and th e  Navy and Customs 
Committee took r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  f o r  n a v a l m a tte rs  g e n e ra liy  f o r  a 
few w eeks. Corbet co n tin u ed  to  r e p o r t  from th e  f i n a n c ia l  committee 
f o r  some months a f t e r  th e  Feb. Committee o f C ouncil was e s ta b l is h e d . 
(C J .v i ,  161 , (10 M a r .) , 234 (16 June e t  a l . )

3 . E 349(13). 27 M ar.-3  Ap.
4 . E 333( 10) .  7-14 May. 'S i r  Henry Nave J u n io r  (anagram m atised by th e

a d d itio n  o f K) h a th  reckoned w ith o u t h is  h o s t ,  hov/ to  keep 3 and 
40 m ussle b o a ts  a f l o a t ,  man'd w ith  3000 tu rn -c o a t  ta ip a u lin g s  ( i f  
thqy can rake h e l ,  and skim th e  baudy houses about Rosemary Lane 
and R a tc l i f f e  high-way fo r  them ). . .  and C ol. Y/alton, to  forw ard  th e  
p re s e n t  e x p e d itio n  t h a t 's  now a d r i f t  in  th e  name o f  a Navy, h a th  
s ta te d  t h e i r  d e b ts , which amount to  more then  a 11 t h e i r  necks a re  
w o r t h ; . . .  they  have made a dew -trap  o f  o ld  ju g lin g  device  . . . t o  
double t h e i r  m onies . . . a n d  then  th ey  sha ll, have a l l  t h a t  m orgageable 
s e c u r i ty  o f  Deans and C hapters Lands f o r  i t ' .
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on n av a l m a tte rs  began to  be despatched  from th e  C ouncil a f t e r
1

he made h is  appearance th e r e ,  and much n a v a l b u sin ess  f e l l  to

him. More th an  one a u th o r i ty  on t h i s  p e r io d  has d e sc r ib e d  him
2

as the  le a d in g  s p i r i t  on the A dm iralty  Committee, b u t s u b s ta n t ia t io n  

f o r  t h i s  c la im  has been la c k in g , no doubt because th e  v a lu e  o f  the  

Rawlinson MSa f o r  t h i s  purpose has n o t been r e a l i s e d .  An exam ination 

o f  t h i s  im portan t a sp e c t o f V ane's c a re e r  i s  overdue, and the  

fo llo w in g  accoun t, i t  i s  hoped, w i l l  go some way tow ards supplying 

t h i s .

On 3 March 1649 Vane, W alton and two o th e rs  were in s t r u c te d  to  

meet th e  navy com m issioners on th e  fo llo w in g  day about p rep a rin g  

e ig h t  sh ip s  f o r  se a . They d id  so , and a l e t t e r  from th e  Council 

th e  v e ry  nex t day in s t r u c te d  th e  com m issioners to  p u t c a rp e n te rs  to  

w ork.^ (M ercurius P ragm aticus had e a r ly  n o t ic e  o f t h i s  a c t i v i t y ,  

and re p o r te d  t h a t  s a i l o r s  were being p re s se d  a l l  th e  n ex t w eek ).^

But meanwhile the  C ouncil o f  S ta te  had e v id e n tly  decided  th a t  i t  

was a w aste  o f tim e f o r  th e  whole C ouncil to  debate  navy a f f a i r s ,  and 

on 12 March took th e  im portan t s te p  o f  ap p o in tin g  Vane, W alton and 

Alderman W ilson as a com m ittee o f  th re e  to  s i t  d a ily  on ad m ira lty

1. CSPD. 1649-30. 14 se q .
2 . S .R . G ard in e r, Commonwealth and P r o te c to r a te ,  i ,  23 , no ted  t h a t

Vane was th e  le a d in g  s p i r i t  o f  the  A dm iralty  Committee. J ,R .
Tanner, in  h is  in tro d u c tio n  to  H o llo n d 's  'D isco u rse s  o f th e  N avy ',
(Navy Records Soc. ,  1896, i n t r o .x i x ) ,  c a l le d  Vane th e  's o u l ' o f  th e  
Committee.

3 . GSED. 1649- 50 . 28 . S .P .25/ 2 .
4 . E 5 48 (3 ). 13-20 Mar.
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1
a f f a i r s .  The n e x t day Vane brough t o r  se n t to  th e  C ouncil some

2
p ro p o s it io n s  by John H o H ond , th e  Navy Surveyor, and i t  looks as

though i t  was Vane v/ho recommended Coytmore as s e c re ta iy  to  th e

three-m an A dm iralty  Committee, f o r  Coytmore*s appointm ent fo llo w ed

im m ediately  a f t e r  V ane 's  a r r iv a l  a t  the  a fte rn o o n  s e s s io n . A committee

o f  th re e  would h a rd ly  need two s e c r e ta r i e s ,  and J e s s o p 's  appointm ent

was te m in a te d .^  On 21 March Vane on in s t r u c t io n s  from th e  C ouncil

gave a m ajor r e p o r t  on the  f l e e t ' s  s t a t e  o f  re a d in e s s  to  p a r lia m e n t.

The new A dm iralty  Committee was w e l l  aware o f  th e  im portance o f

in c e n tiv e s  to  th e  navy, and in  t h i s  speech Vane d e a l t  w ith  an
4

in c re a s e  in  n a v a l o f f i c e r s '  p ay .
3

He made a n o th e r  r e p o r t  on th e  navy two days l a t e r ,  and on th e  

fo llo w in g  day , when th e  House d eb ated  th e  in p o r ta n t  questio n  o f  th e  

new assessm en ts, (on which th e  navy was la rg e ly  to  depend fo r  

f i n a n c ia l  su p p o r t) .  Vane was in  the c h a ir  a t  a Grand Committee,^ 

f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e in  h is  c a r e e r .  The C ouncil o f  S ta te  d id  not 

s i t  t h a t  day -  e v id e n tly  th e  members' a ttendance  a t  th e  Commons

1 . CSPD.1649-30» 34e Coytmore e v id e n tly  co n sid e red  th a t  t h i s  3-man
committee was a c o n tin u a tio n  o f  th e  o ld  A dm iralty  Committee s e t
up in  1643 . I b id . , 346 .

2 . A ccording to the  C o u n c il 's  m inutes Vane d id  not a tte n d  th e  morning 
se ss io n  (CSHP.1649-30.3 6 , and th e  o r ig in a l  MS, S .P .2 3 /2 ) , y e t  a 
p aper was b ro u g h t i n  by him. P robably  th e  c le r k  f a i l e d  to  n o te  
in  h is  m inutes th e  a r r iv a l  o f  Vane. Item  19 began th e  a fte rn o o n  
s e s s io n , when Vane a r r iv e d , p robab ly  f o r  th e  second tim e th a t  
day, and i s  th e  rec o rd  o f C oytm ore's appoin tm ent.

3o He fo und  employment w ith  th e  G o ldsm ith 's  H a ll Committee. See
below f o r  a suggested  reason  th a t  th e  C ouncil p re fe r r e d  Coytmore.

4 .  CSPD.1649- 30 , 48 .
3 . ^ . v i ,  171.
6. I b i d . , 172.
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was co n sid ered  v i t a l .  On 27 March naval b u s in e ss  again  fo llo w ed
1

h is  a r r i v a l  a t  the  C ouncil; W alton came a t  th e  same tim e, and 

t h i s  happened so o f te n  as to  in d ic a te  th a t  b o th  men were a t  th e  

A dm iralty  Committee j u s t  b e fo re  th e  C ouncil m et. At th e  end o f
2

March th e  C ouncil took th e  d e c is io n  to have f iv e  new sh ip s  b u i l t .

This meant f in d in g  ready money, and someone so lved  th e  problem by 

su g g estin g  th a t  th e  f in e s  o f  th e  r o y a l i s t s  who had tak en  p a r t  in  

th e  l6if8 r i s in g  in  South W ales, and which had been a l lo c a te d  to  

th e  arrpy, shou ld  in s te a d  be handed over f o r  th e  temporary use o f  

th e  nayy.^ Vane had come e a r ly  t h a t  day, and i t  was he v^o was 

in s t r u c te d  to r e p o r t  to P a rlia m e n t on the  p la n  -  p robably  th e re fo re  

he suggested  i t .  P a rlia m e n t ag reed , and th a t  very  same day Vane was 

r e p o r t in g  back to th e  A dm iralty  Committee o f th e  C ouncil on th e  

m a tte r^  -  one more in s ta n c e  o f  h is  speed in  a d m in is tra t io n . D uring 

th e  fo llo w in g  week he was n o t  a t  the  C ouncil -  th e  A dm iralty Committee 

was very  busy , but th e re  i s  no record  o f  a tten d an ces  th e re  a t  t h i s
3

tim e . The C ouncil d e sp a tch ed  l i t t l e  navy b u s in e ss  d u rin g  th a t  week.

1. CSPD. 1649-30. 33-36.
2 . I b i d . , 39# P r in te d  in  th e  c a len d a r as 'f i r e - s h ip s *  but th e  MS has 

' f i v e ' ,  and subsequent re fe re n c e s  confirm  t h i s  re a d in g .
3 . CSPD.1649- 30 , 39; ^ . v i ,  176# Cromwell in te rv e n e d , and secu red

the  r e tu rn  o f  the money to  th e  a m y . A b b o tt, Cromwell, i i ,  67#
The l a t e r  h o s t i l i t y  between th e  two men may have had one o f  i t s
ro o ts  in  t h i s  k ind  o f  c o m p e titio n .

4 . CSPD01649- 30 , 31o
3 . The comm ittee met eveiy  day fYom 29 Mar. to  7 A p r il ,  excep t on

1 and 2 A p r i l ,  Bodl. Rawl. A 224*
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bu t when Vane re tu rn e d  to th e  C ouncil on 7 A p r il  th e  second
1

item  on the agenda was a navy m atter* Meanwhile the C ouncil

had been concerned a t  in te r v a ls  f o r  some weeks w ith  th e  a c t

brought in  by C o rb et's  Navy Committee, fo r  the ' encouragem ent'

o f  seamen, and th e  m inutes fo r  14 A p r il record  a r e s o lu t io n :

' t h a t  the Gent, o f  t h is  Counsel doe endeavour on Monday next to

procure the read in g  o f  th e  a c t  which i s  to  be brought in  by S ir

Heniy Vane concern ing the amendment o f  the a ct fo r  the encouragement 
2

o f  seam en'. The C ouncil members v/ere e v id e n tly  s u c c e s s fu l -  Vane 

rep orted  to  th e House on th e  su b jec t  on th e l6 t h ,  and the amendments 

were p assed  next day*^

In one o f  h i s  im portant sp eech es in  March he had persuaded th e  

House to m aintain  th e summer f l e e t  in  s e r v ic e  fo r  e ig h t months in s te a d
4

o f  th e  custom aiy s i x ,  but on 23 A p r il he rep o rted  some d i f f i c u l t i e s

w ith  th e Commissioners o f  Customs over the money fo r  the ex tra  two

1 . CSED* 1649-30 . 74#
2 . S,Pa23/ 2 * D eane, w r it in g  to th e  %>eaker a few  days la t e r  to  p ress  

fo r  the p a ss in g  o f  t h is  a c t ,  thought th e  a c t  was in  V ane's hands* 
J .B . Deane, L ife  o f  Richard Deane, 1870 , 4 0 0 -4 0 2 ,

3# ^ . v i ,  187 , 188* V ane's a c t  d i f f e r e d  from C o rb e t 's  on ly  in  th e
im p o rtan t p a r t i c u l a r  t h a t  i t  p rov ided  f i n a n c ia l  rew ards, and m edals, 
f o r  th o se  who d is t in g u is h e d  them selves in  an a c tio n  a t  s e a .  One 
te n th  o f th e  p roceeds from cap tu red  enemy sh ip s  was to be s e t  a s id e  
f o r  t h i s  p u rp o se . But V ane 's a c t i s  a veiy  long one, and must have 
taken  some tim e to  d r a f t ;  he may have been working on i t  on 14
A p r i l ,  when he d id  not a t te n d  th e  C ouncil m ee ting . V ane 's  a c t  i s  in
A cts and O rd inances, i i ,  66-73, C o rb e t 's  I b i d *,9 -1 3 .

4 . C J .v i, 171, 23 Mar.
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1
n o n th s , and the  C ouncil had to  a u th o r is e  l e t t e r s  o f  c r e d i t .

Vane, e v id e n tly  f e e l in g  th a t  no t a day should  be l o s t ,  in s t r u c te d

Coytmore, im m ediately th e  C o u n c il 's  o rd e r  had been p a sse d , to  w rite

to  the  navy com m issioners f o r  an e s t im a te  o f  what money would be

needed to  f i t  th re e  o f  th e  fo u r  'g r e a t  s h ip s ' on which th e  c a ip e n te rs
2

had e a r l i e r  been s e t  to  w ork. Coytmore, in  t h i s  l e t t e r  to  th e  

com m issioners, w ro te , n o t f o r  th e  l a s t  tim e , as though Vane h im se lf 

c o n s t i tu te d  th e  whole A dm iralty  Committee, and made no m ention o f  

W alton o r  W ilson. Vane h im s e lf , on one o ccasio n , seems to  have 

t r e a te d  th e  C ouncil o f  S ta te  in  th e  same o ff-h an d  fa s h io n  th a t  he 

had used  to the  Committee o f  Both ICingdoms; on 26 A p r i l  1649 the  

C ouncil d isc u sse d  b r in g in g  th e  sh ip  S w ift su re  from Portsm outh to  

the Thames, bu t g ave no in s t r u c t io n s  about p ro v id in g  th e  n ecessa ry

1 . I t  looks as though th e  South Wales* r o y a l i s t s '  £10,000 was to  be 
used  to  p rov ide  f o r  th e  seam en 's p ay , e t c . ,  but th e  customs were 
to  p ro v id e  th e  v i c t u a l s .  The C ouncil m inutes have: 'T h a t th e
Committee o f  th e  Navy doe w r i te  to  th e  Commissioners o f  the  Customes 
to  g iv e  l e t t e r e s  o f  C re d it to such p o r t s  as th e  G enerals o f  the  
F l e e t  s h a l l  d e s i r e ,  f o r  the  payment o f  money in  l i e u  o f  two moneths 
p ro v is io n s  over and above the  s ix  moneths fo rm erly  o rd e re d , acco rd ing  
to  th e  re p o r t  made by S i r  H. Vane to th e  Councel, which lik e w ise
to  bee sen t unto th e m '. S .P .2 3 /2 , According to  th e  m inutes Vane 
was absen t from th e  C ouncil t h a t  day , but i t  seems from t h i s  th a t  
he was th e re .

2 . CSPD.1649-30, 107. *I am d e s i r e d  by S i r  Heniy Vane to re q u e s t 
y o u . . . '  The navy com m issioners a t  t h i s  p e r io d  were a lso  devoted  
and e f f i c i e n t  (M. Oppenheim, A h is to iy  o f  the  a d m in is tra tio n  o f  
th e  ro y a l navy 347) , and Vane re p o r te d  t h e i r  e s tim a te  back to  
P arliam en t only^ th re e  days l a t e r ;  the  C ouncil had a lready  
co n sid ered  t h e i r  f ig u re s ,  and on th e  26 th  in s t r u c te d  Vane to  
inform  P a rliam en t o f the  im portance o f  sen d in g  o u t th e  sh ip s  -  
he d id  so th e  same day. S .P .2 3 /2 . 26 A pril#



282.

men and s to re s  f o r  th e  jo u rn e y . A l e t t e r  was se n t the  n ex t
2

day, as from the C ounc il, v /ith  such in s t r u c t io n s ,  though in  f a c t  

th e  C ouncil d id  not d is c u s s  th e s e  m a tte rs  u n t i l  30 A p r i l I t  i s  

not c e r t a i n  th a t  Vane had se n t t h i s  l e t t e r ,  but i t  happened a t  th e  time 

th a t  P ragm aticus was w r i t in g  a s  though Vane were c re a t in g  th e  navy, 

and p ro b ab ly  he was re sp o n sib le*

In  e a r ly  June 1649 he was away from  th e  C ouncil o f  S ta te ,  and 

perhaps from  p a rliam e n t to o ,  though he v/as nom inated to  Commons 

com m ittees on 6 and 8 J u n e But  a s ta tem en t t h a t  he had been 

o rd e red  to  make to  p a rliam e n t on 29 May was not made u n t i l  11 Ju n e , 

t h i r t e e n  days l a t e r ,  on w hich day he a r r iv e d  l a t e  (w ith  W alton ag a in ) 

a t  th e  C ouncil o f  S ta te ;  th e  l a s t  two item s on th a t  day were navy

m a tte r s , and V ane 's , V /a lto n 's  and C o lonel J o n e s ' names appear j u s t  
6

below them . On 22 June a l e t t e r  r e f l e c t in g  the  C o u n c il 's  p r id e  

in  i t s  achievem ent in  p u t t in g  such a g r e a t  f l e e t  to  se a , went ou t 

to  the  th re e  a d m ira ls .^  Vane was a t  the  C ouncil when i t  v/as decided  

th a t  th e  l e t t e r  should  be s e n t ,  and i t  would be i n te r e s t i n g  to  know 

who d r a f t e d  i t ,  fo r  the  m as te rly  f i n a l  l e t t e r  i s  much su p e r io r  to

1 . CSH) *1649- 3 0 , 110.
2 . sT p .25/ 2 .
3 . GSED.1649- 50 . 119.
4 . O T .v i, 225 .
5 . Ib id ., ,228 . (H ouse's o rd e r  to  r e p o r t ,  2 1 9 ),
6 . 8 .P .2 5 /2 .
7 . GSED.1649-50. 202-03.
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the C o u n c il 's  b r i e f  o u t l in e .  The emphasis on fin an ce  -  th e

C ouncil doub ted , u n d e rs tan d a b ly , w hether the  coun try  would be

ab le  to  shou lder a s im ila r  expense in  fu tu re  y e a rs  -  could  w e ll

have come from  Vane, and th e  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  ' our own fo rc e s  a t

se a ' as 's o  many good s h i p s . . . a s  have n o t fo rm erly  been s e t  o u t in  
2

any one y e a r* , i s  c e r ta in ly  a t r ib u te  to  V a n e 's  own e f f o r t s .

On 14 J u ly  Vane w rote to  C olonel Deane, d isc u ss in g  navy f in a n c e
3

w ith  h is  u s u a l  a u th o rity *  Deane p assed  V ane 's  l e t t e r  to  Popham,

who thereupon w rote somewhat sh a rp ly  o f V an e 's  u n d e r-e s tim a te  o f  the
4

f l e e t ' s  f in a n c ia l  requ irem en ts#  But th i s  d id  n o t p rev en t Vane

from r e a l i s in g  th a t  Popham's judgement was to  be r e l i e d  upon in

the  m a tte r  o f  v i c tu a l l in g  the f l e e t  o f f  th e  I r i s h  c o a s t ,  and he

w rote n ex t day to  th e  navy com m issioners to have th e  p rev io u s
3

e s tim a te  r e v is e d .  The navy com m issioners, hav ing  been rapped

1 . The C o u n c il 's  i n s t r u c t io n s  w ere: 'T ha t a l e t t e r  be w r i t te n  to
th e  G enera ls  a t  sea  to l e t  them know how much i t  concerns th e  S ta te  
th a t  th e  utm ost improvement th e re  may be o f  th e r  p re s e n t  f l e e t . . ,
l e a s t  i f  th e a r  f l e e t  be n o t broken t h i s  summer they  [th e  r o y a l i s t s j
may prove very  p r e j u d i c i a l l  to  t r a d e .  To d e s i r e  them to  doe what 
they  can f o r  th a t  purpose bu t to  leave  th e  maner to  them upon the 
p l a c e ' .  S .P .2 3 /2 . 21 Ju n e .

2 . See no te  7, above.
3 . H C . , Ley borne-Bopham MSS, 1899, 21.
4 . I b id .
3 . That the  l e t t e r ,  o s te n s ib ly  from the A dm iralty  Committee ( CSPD.

1649-30. 240) ,  was a c tu a l ly  from Vane, i s  shown by Coytmore' s
l e t t e r  to Popham o f  19 J u ly  (H id. ,Leybome-Popham Id S , 22) -  a n o th e r 
in s ta n c e  o f  V ane 's a c tin g  as though he were th e  whole A dm ira lty  
Committee. For V ane 's  b e l i e f  in  g iv in g  th e  men on th e  spo t a f r e e  
hand, see CSPD. 1649-30. 311, 319, 420, and belov/. He was a lso  
p ro n p t in  c a rry in g  o u t what they  though t n ecessa ry  -  see Popham's 
l e t t e r  to  Vane r e q u ir in g  £3,000 to  be sen t him in  sp e c ie , which
th e  Council o f  S ta te  a t  once d id .  I b id .  ,227. and HMC., Lev bo m e -  Popham MSS, 20.   '   ^
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over th e  k n u ck le s , f o r  th e  o r ig in a l  m istake  in  the  e s tim a te  was

t h e i r s ,  com plained to  Popham f o r  re p o r t in g  t h e i r  e r r o r  to  th e

C ouncil o f S ta te ,  and n o t f i r s t  of a l l  to  them se lves, Popham 's

re p ly  i s  i n s t r u c t i v e ,  ' I  on ly  wrote a p r iv a te  l e t t e r  to  S i r  Henry

Vane, d e s i r in g  h is  o p in io n , as a person  b e s t ab le  to  r e c t i f y  a

m istake in  p o in t  o f  m oney., .had  I  known you could  have g iven  me

b e t t e r  s a t i s f a c t i o n  than S i r  H e n r y  Vane, I  should not have a p p lied  
1

to  him ' o

That Vane was having  to  'manage* th e  C ouncil o f  S ta te  i t s e l f

in  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  f l e e t  i s  c le a r  from  one o f  h is  l e t t e r s  to

Popham -  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  he r e l i e d  on th e  day he re c e iv e d  Popham 's.

' I f  you and C o l. Deane do n o t w r i te  to  th e  C ouncil o f S t a t e , '  Vane

w ro te , ' t h a t  c a re  be tak e n  to  p rov ide  m onies tim ely  to pay o f f

the  m a rin e rs ' wages a g a in s t  t h e i r  coming in  we s h a l l  be exceed ing ly

to  s e e k . . .  [ th e  C ouncil o f  S ta te J  may be slow i f  they  be no t

quickened by you*. V ane 's  slirewdness i s  shown in  h is  l a s t  p ie c e

o f  adv ice  to  Popham. ' I  p ray  le t  ou r w in te r  guard  be ou t and t h i s

summer's s e rv ic e  f i r s t  over befo re  you m ention th e  n e x t summer's

f l e e t ,  l e s t  we be overwhelmed by th e  thought o f  charge b e fo re  we be
2

ab le  to overcome i t ' .  Coytmore* s l e t t e r  a lre ad y  m entioned showed 

V ane 's  m ethods. 'S i r  Heniy Vane h a th  w r i t te n  to  th e  Commissioners 

o f  th e  Navy t o , .  .make a new c a lc u la t io n  o f  the  number o f  men and 

what th e  charge  fo r  v i c tu a l l in g  them m i l  amount f o r  f o r  two m onths,

1 . CSPD. 1649- 50 . 248. 25 J u ly .
2 , BMC. , Leybome-Popham MSS. 22.
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whereby he may move th e  C ouncil o f S ta te  f o r  a supply o f  money
1

to  what h a th  been a lre a d y  d e liv e re d  f o r th * .

In  August Coytmore was w r it in g  as though Vane were n o t m erely

th e  A dm iralty  Coiisnittee bu t could speak fo r  th e  whole C ouncil 
2

o f  S t a te .  Ten days l a t e r  th e  Navy Commissioners, who were 

r e lu c ta n t  to  c u t down th e  t r e e s  in  th e  ro y a l  park  a t  Theobalds, 

w rote to  th e  A dm iralty Committee about t h i s ;  Coytmore r e p l ie d :

'The A dm iralty  Committee had r is e n  b e fo re  y o u rs  came, b u t S ir  Henry 

Vane v/onders you should boggle in  c u t t in g  elm tim ber in  Theobalds 

P a rk , a s  you a re  empowered th e re to  by P a rlia m e n t, and v/ishes you 

to  go in  hand w ith  s p e e d ' V a n e  d id  no t w ait to  c o n s u lt  h is

two fellow-m em bers about t h i s ,  though th e  A dm iralty Committee met

a:
5

4nex t day, and he was p r e s e n t .  A dm itted ly  he was su re  o f  h is

f a c t s .

Vane b e lie v e d  in  ta k in g  an August h o lid a y  -  as o f te n  b e fo re , 

he d id  no t c a rry  o u t h i s  o f f i c i a l  d u t ie s  f o r  a few d a y s  in  August 

and September 1649. He d id  not a tte n d  th e  C ouncil o f  S ta te  from 

25 August to 4  Septem ber; he ought perhaps to  have been p rep a rin g  

h is  accoun ts a s  T re a su re r  o f th e  Navy, f o r  P arliam en t had c a l le d  f o r  

them on 3 A ugust,^  but as he d id  not p re s e n t  them f o r  a n o th e r f i f t e e n  

m onths, e v id e n tly  he d id  no t allow  t h i s  ta s k  to  in te r r u p t  h is  h o lid a y .

1 . I b i d #
2 . CSPD.1649-50. 276.
3 . I b i d . ,288. 23 Aug.
4 . Rawl. A 224, f . lO lv .
5 . CSPD.1649-30. 288#
6 . C J .v i ,  274#
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He was back a t the C ouncil on 4  September, and imm ediately ai*ter
i

h is  a r r iv a l the C ouncil began to d iscu ss  navy m a tters. He attended

every m eeting fo r  sev era l days, and on 8 September was nominated to
2

two important and sm all f in a n c ia l  com m ittees. On 12 September he

d id  not a tten d , but he rebuked C olonel Popham in  a l e t t e r  fo r  a llow ing

C harles I I  to  land in  J e r se y , and urged Popham to w r ite  to Parliam ent

about the t r i a l  o f  s a ilo r s ,^  Popham re p lie d  to  Vane when he defended

h im se lf e v id e n tly  b e lie v in g  th a t th is  was eq u iva len t to w ritin g  to

the Council o f  S ta te .

In the fo llo w in g  v/eeks Coytmore continued to w r ite  not as from

the Admiralty Committee, nor even from the C ouncil, but from Vane.

'The Council o f  S t a t e ' ,  he w rote to Popham, ' i s  informed th a t the

Unicorn has ridden in  Stokes Bay th ese  three weeks and done no

se r v ic e  a t a l l .  S ir  Henry Vane commanded me to acquaint you v /ith

i t ,  and th a t you should send fo r  her and anploy her fo r  th e s e r v ic e  
3

o f  th e S t a t e ' .  On 1 November Vane wrote to Popham in  h is  own hand 

about a p r o te s t  Popham had rece iv ed  concerning th e  capture o f  a 

French sh ip . C h a r a c te r is t ic a lly , Vane informed Popham th a t the
6

Governor o f  B oulogne's p r o te s t  was to  be r e je c te d  on a t e c h n ic a li t y .

1 . 3 .P .2 5 /2 .
2 . CSPD.1649-30. 302.
3 .  BMC. , Ley borne-Popham MSS, 36-37*
4* Ib id . . 37#
3 . HMC. ,  Ley borne -Popham MSS. 44. See a lso  S.P .1 8 /3 , f  ,91 #
6 . BMC., Ley bo m e -Popham MSS, 49#
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A l e t t e r  from Coytmore shows th a t  Vane could d i f f e r  in  opin ion

from th e  Council on occasion . C aptain  Penrose, o f  th e  ship

Mary Rose, had been o rdered  by the Council o f  S ta te  to  convoy

m erchant sh ip s to  Spain; he had made an excuse fo r  no t doing t h i s ,

which the  Council had a c c e p t e d # V a n e  however, d id  not 'ta k e  w e ll '

from Penrose the  a s se r tio n  th a t  h is  ship v/as fo u l  and in  want o f 
2

s to re s#  I t  i s  o f  in te r e s t  in  th is  connection th a t  convoys had been

d if  f i c u l t  to o b ta in , and expensive, but in  1649 were supp lied  

f r e e  o f  charge fo r  the  f i r s t  time#^ Was t h i s  a lso  V ane's work?

In  November 1649 the C ouncil o f  S ta te  took an im portant d e c is io n , 

behind which V ane's hand i s  alm ost c e r ta in ly  to  be seen . The 

g e n e ra ls  -  a t- s e a  had w r i t te n  th a t  th e re  was a g re a t  need f o r  a w in te r 

guard fo r  the  c o a s ts .^  On 14 November th e  C ouncil, a u th o rise d  by 

P a rlia m e n t, e n tru s te d  th e  ta sk  o f  o rg an is in g  the  guard to  i t s  

A dm iralty Committee."^ Vane had been p re se n t a t  the C ouncil m eeting,

but he was absent from the  next d a y 's  s e s s io n . The A dm iralty Committee

met t h a t  day however,^ and on l6  November, when Vane again  a ttended

th e  C ouncil, the  im portan t d ec is io n  to  b u ild  s ix  new f r ig a te s  was
7

tak en . The Council l e f t  i t  to  the A dm iralty Committee to decide

1. GSED. 1649-50. 321.
2. HMG. .Leyborne-Popham MSS, 41.
3. H ollond, 355.
4 . GSED.1649- 50 . 364 .
5 . C J .v i ,  3 2 ;: GSED.1649-50. 391; S .E .2 5 /3 .
6 . GSED.1649- 50 . 395.
7. I b i d . . 3 9 6 ;~S.F .25/ 3 . I 6 Nov.
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where and how the  v e s se ls  should be b u i l t ,  and the Committee

acted  w ith  i t s  u su a l d esp a tch , m eeting th a t  veiy  same day, and
1

prom ptly o rd e rin g  the P e t t s  to  a tten d  th re e  days l a t e r .  This

meeting w ith  the  P e t ts  was on F rid ay , and on Saturday Vane a ttended
2

both the Council and th e  A dm iralty Committee. He was, understandab ly ,

fe e lin g  th e  p ressu re  of work, and on the Monday he made ano ther

attem pt to  g e t h is  b ro th e r  C harles i n s t a l l e d  as d e p u ty - tre a su re r

o f th e  navy But again  C harles Vane cannot have m astered  th e

work, f o r  in  January  1650 he was sen t o f f  to  P o rtu g a l as B r i t i s h

Agent, and Hutchinson con tinued  to  be an im portan t f ig u re  in  the  
4

navy o f f i c e .

Vane was a t  Council o f  S ta te  m eetings, and probably  Adm iralty

6

5
Committees to o , during  th e  fo llov /ing  days, and on h is  a r r i v a l  a t

the C ouncil on 27 November a number o f  navy m atte rs  were d isc u sse d .

The problem o f  poying f o r  th e  s ix  new sh ip s  was a form idable one, 

and p robab ly  i t  v/as th e  A dm iralty Committee vhich suggested  s e l l in g  

o ld  sh ip s  to  pay fo r  th e  new ones. I t  was Vane who was in s tru c te d

1 . C5ED.1649- 50 . 396.
2 . I b id . .397; S .P .25/3 .  17 Nov.
3. S .P .25/ 3 . 19 Nov.
4 . See above,pp# 234-5.
5 . He a tten d ed  the  C ouncil m eetings on 20, 21 (when he came i n  w ith  

W alton, C ornelius H olland and tv/o o th e r s ) ,  22, 23, 24 Nov.
s . p . 25/ 3 .

6. H e  came in  a f t e r  item  6; item s 7 , 8, 9 , and 10 were navy m a tte rs .
S .P .2 5 /3 . 27 Nov.
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>1
to  ask  P a r l ia m e n t  f o r  th e  n e c e s s a ry  a u th o r i ty .  On 29 November

Coytmore v /ro te  to  th e  P e t t s :  *I have i u s t  now re c e iv e d  f u r t h e r

commands from  S i r  Henry Vane and th e  Committee to  d e s i r e  you  to
2

sp a re  y o u r a tte n d a n c e  t i l l  S a te rd a y  n e x t* . On 30 November Vane

was re q u e s te d  to  r e p o r t  to  th e  House A dm iral B la k e 's  l e t t e r  announcing
3

th e  s u r re n d e r  o f  K ins a l e ,  and e a r ly  i n  December th e  A d m ira lty  

Committee was v e ry  busy o rg a n is in g  the  b u ild in g  o f  th e  s ix  new 

s h i p s ,^  G e n e ra lly  o n ly  when Vane a tte n d e d  th e  C o u n c il o f  S t a te  

was navy b u s in e s s  b ro u g h t up ; when he was a b se n t navy m a tte r s  

v/ere n o t  d e a l t  v / i th ,^

On one m a t te r  ab o u t t h i s  tim e  Vane d id  n o t  a c t  w ith  h i s  u s u a l  

sp e e d , Coytmore v/rote to  C o lo n e l Popham i n  Septem ber a sk in g  Popham 

to  u se  h is  in f lu e n c e  w ith  Vane, W alton , and Popham 's o th e r  f r i e n d s ,  

to  secu re  Coytmore an ad eq u a te  a llo w a n c e ,^  b u t i t  was tv/o m onths 

l a t e r  b e fo re  th e  A dm ira lty  Com m ittee d e c id e d  to  recommend an in c r e a s e

1 . I t  i s  n o t  c le  a r  from  th e  C o u n c il m in u tes  w h e th e r  Vane r e p o r te d  
from  th e  A d m ira lty  Committee th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s e l l i n g  th e  o ld  
sh ip s  -  he p ro b a b ly  d id  -  b u t  q u i te  c l e a r  t h a t  he was i n s t r u c t e d  
to  in fo rm  th e  H ouse, S ,P ,2 5 /2 ,  27 Nov,

2 .  S .P .1 8 /3 ,  f . 7 8 .
3 .  CSED.16 4 9 -5 0 . 413 .
4 .  I b i d . . 409 . 4 1 2 , 421 .
5 .  On 3 D e c , , when Vane was t h e r e ,  a number o f  navy item s w ere

d is c u s s e d , b u t  on 3 D e c , ,  when he was a b s e n t ,  no navy b u s in e s s  was
c o n s id e re d , ( i b i d # ,421 » 4 2 5 -2 6 ) . On 8 D ec, he came a t  i te m  5 , 
when A d m ira lty  m a t te r s  began (S .P ,2 5 /3 ;  CSPD,1649-50, 429-30)#  
Though when Vane was away on 1 D ec, one o r  two nay )̂- i te m s were 
d i s c u s s e d ,  ( i b i d , , 4 1 7 ) , No im p o rta n t d e c is io n  w ere ta k e n  how ever,

6 . HMC, ,Leybom e-Popham  MSS, 37#
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in  i t s  s e c r e ta r y 's  s a la ry , Coytmore does not g ive  the

im pression  o f  being p a r t ic u la r ly  e f f i c i e n t ,  and was somewhat 
2

se lf - im p o rta n t -  the  Adm iralty Com m ittee's 'd r iv e ' d id  not

sp rin g  from him.

In  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f December 1649 Vane con tinued  to a tte n d

the  Adm iralty Committee, though not always th e  C ouncil o f S ta te  -

on 17 and 18 December f o r  in s tan c e  he v/as p re se n t a t  th e  Com nittee,
3

though not a t  the Council m eetings on those  days# On 20 Deconber 

he came in  to  th e  Council v/ith a l e t t e r  about th e  unau thorised  

f e l l i n g  of tim ber in  the  F o re s t o f  Dean, a m a tte r  v/hich was of 

im portance to  the  navy .^  During th e  r e s t  o f  the  month th e re  was 

com paratively  l i t t l e  navy b u sin ess  tra n sa c te d  in  the  C ouncil, 

excep t th a t  the  accounts fo r  th e  nex t summer's guard were p resen te d  

to  th e  House, and t h a t  was done by W alton, v^o had become th e  key
5

f ig u re  on the  Navy and Customs Committee. Walton in  f a c t  made 

an im portan t c o n tr ib u tio n  to the  work of the  Commonwealth navy,

1. CSPD. 1649-30» 393. 13 Nov, The in c re a se  was confirm ed by th e  
C ouncil o f  S ta te  about a month l a t e r .  I b id . .433, 434. Coytmore 
d id  not g e t th e  in c re a se  he had looped f o r ,  £130 o r  £200, but only 
£30 p .a .

2 . Popham to  Vane: ' I t  i s  no t unusual f o r  Mr. Coytmore to  m istake  
'w in ter*  f o r  ' summer ' guard*. HMD . ,  Ley bo rne -Popham MSS, 21.
Deane complained th a t  Coytmore was opening l e t t e r s  he had no 
a u th o r ity  to  do, i b id , ,24# P robably  Coytmore had been re ta in e d  as 
se c re ta iy  r a th e r  th an  Jessop  because Jessop  v/as in  the  '30s v e iy  
much W arwick's man, and had been th e  e a r l 's  s e c r e ta iy . A fte r  th e  
R esto ra tio n  Coytmore gave evidence a g a in s t the re g ic id e s .

3 . S .P .1 8 /3 , f#101 . (L e tte r  signed by Vane). CSPD.1649-30» I x v i i - l x ix .
4 . Vane came in  a t  item  8, and item s 9 and 10 are  concerned w ith  the  

tim b er. (S .P .2 3 /2 . 20 D ec.) In form ation  about th e  in c id e n t had been
sen t to Vane ( CSPD.1649-30, 464); and one can assume th e re fo re  th a t  
he ra is e d  i t .

3 . I b id p ,431#C J.v i, 339. 28 Dec.
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and Vane d id  no t ca rry  the  burden a lo n e , e i th e r  a t  th i s  tim e o r

l a t e r .  In  the  period  March l649 to  F ebruaiy  165O 122 l e t t e r s

from th e  Adm iralty Committee were signed by Vane, 91 by W alton,

and 60 by Colonel John Jo n e s , and p robab ly  t h i s  roughly r e f l e c t s

the  re s p e c tiv e  shares o f r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  shouldered  by th e  th re e  men.

In  1650, fo r  an unknown reason , the c le rk  l<eeping the  m inute-

book o f the  A dm iralty Committee suddenly began to  re c o rd , on 26
2February,, th e  names o f  th o se  a ttend ing  th e  m eetings, and th i s  he

continued  to  do u n t i l  th e  s e r ie s  o f  volumes ends in  August 1633.
3

From th^se  e n t r i e s ,  as th e  accompanying ta b le  dem onstrates, i t  

i s  q u ite  c le a r  th a t Vane was the m ain -sp ring  o f t h i s  com m ittee.

The f ig u re s  a re  most in te r e s t in g ,  f o r  Vane i s  shown to  have a ttended  

114 m eetings fo r  which a ttendances were recorded  during  the  p e rio d  

26 February-31 December I 63O, and to have signed A dm iralty Committee 

l e t t e r s  on 12 o th e r  days. Thus V ane's t o t a l  a tten d an ces f o r  th e  

p e r io d , f o r  he must have been a t  l e a s t  b r ie f ly  p re s e n t on the days 

on which he signed l e t t e r s ,  v/ere 126. Dennis Bond a tten d ed  a t  l e a s t  

67 m eetings o f  th e  com m ittee, and, in  ad d itio n , signed  10 l e t t e r s ;  

from August 1630 onwards h is  rec o rd  o f  a ttendance  i s  in ^ re s s iv e .

1. CSPD.1649- 30 . x x i i .
2 . The m inute-book f o r  23 Feb. 1649-19 O ct.1630 i s  S .P .25/123. T h is 

MS i s  numbered by pages. For O ct.1 650-Aug.1651 i t  i s  Rawl A 225 
(B odleian), f o r  Aug.1651-Nov.l652 Rawl, A 226, and fo r  Dec#1652- 
Aug.1653 Rawl. A 227. I f  th e re  was any id ea  th a t  a w rit te n  reco rd  
o f  a ttendances would encourage committee members to appear more 
re g u la r ly  a t  th e  m eetings, th e  C ouncil were d isap p o in ted  -  th e  
numbers a tte n d in g  d id  not in c re a s e . A fte r  26 F e b .1649 the  c le rk  
does not so o f te n  in d ic a te  who signed the  Com m ittee's l e t t e r s ,

3 . App. A ,3 2 9 - 3 3 3 .
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The th i r d  h ig h es t a ttendance  v/as YiTalton's, v /ith  57 recorded

a ttendances and l e t t e r s  signed on 8 o th e r  days. C halloner

v/as n ea rly  as r  e l ia b le  -  the  c le rk  reco rds h is  presence a t  42

m eetings, and he signed l e t t e r s  on 16 o th e r  days. But the a ttendances

o f  none o f th e se  l a s t  th ree  compare w ith V a n e 's , and i t  i s  c le a r

beyond doubt th a t  he must have been th e  person  on whom most o f  th e

committee v/ork devolved.

The C ouncil o f S ta te  may indeed have thought e i th e r  th a t  the

Adm iralty Committee was too hard-worked, o r th a t  Vane had too much

in flu en ce  on i t ,  f o r  the  C ouncil decided th a t  the  Committee quorum

was to be th re e  ( a f t e r  March 1650 ) ,  and no t two, as in  1649; th q /
2

also  en larged  th e  new committee to e ig h t members# In c id e n ta l ly ,

the  stand ing  o rd e r about the quorum was not taken  too se r io u s ly  -

on two occasions when only  Vane and Walton were p re s e n t, they s t i l l

proceeded to  t r a n s a c t  ihe business#^ The Committee was somewhat

in fo rm al in  ano ther way a lso  -  in  1649 and 1650 Dennis Bond signed

f iv e  l e t t e r s ,  and a tten d ed  an o th e r Committee meeting a t  l e a s t  once
4before  he was o f f i c i a l l y  appoin ted  to  th e  Commit te e  1

1. S .P .25 /123 , 12. 2 Mar.
2 . Ib id ,
3 . I b id . . p p .273(20 M ar.) , 292(6 A p r i l ) .
4 . He was added to  th e  Committee on 9 A p ril ( i b i d . , p .1 2 ). He had 

signed l e t t e r s  on l6  J a n . ,  17 J a n . ,  l6  Feb. (3 l e t t e r s ) ,
22 F e b ., 13 M ar., 3 A p r i l ,  ( ib id . .p p .222 . 223 , 241, 248, 263 , 289)
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Obviously the work done by the Committee must have been

largely  Vane*s, and in d iv id u a l items from the Committee*»

Letter-books only underline t h i s .  Thus on 7 January 165O

Walton and he came to  the afternoon session  o f  the Council

o f  State togeth er, and almost immediately the Council

d iscussed a proposition  from the Navy Commissioners for
1

building the s ix  new sh ip s. During th is  and the

fo llow in g  months as so o ften  before the Council o f  State

transacted no naval business i f  he was away, but

i f  he was present naval a ffa ir s  were taken up immediately
2

or soon a fter  h is  a r r iv a l. Sometimes, as in  1649; he

1 . CSED. 1649- 30 . 470- 472 • The MS Order Book o f  the Council
o f s ta te  ( s , P , l 8/ 3) shows th at Vane arrived in  the afternoon, 
with Walton,

2 , Any ca re fu l reading o f  S ,P ,l8 /3  (see  note 1 above),
CSPD,1649- 30 . and S ,P ,2 5 /l2 3  w i l l  confirm t h is .  One may take 
as examples 26 F eb ., when the act for  the impressment o f  
seamen was d iscussed ju s t  a fte r  Vane had come in , a lone, or 
1 Mar., when Admiralty business follow ed immediately a fte r  
Vane's a r r iv a l. An actual in stru ctio n  to Vane to report 
from the Committee to the Council, on a veiy  important 
matter, i s  given in  Bodl. Rawl, A 225, f.24vo  3 Dec, 1650,
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came in  to the C ouncil o f  S ta te  w ith  one o f  h is  fellow-members

o f  the Admiralty Committee, as though they had come togeth er  from

the Committee, On 8 A p ril the Committee went to  Woolwich to
2

con fer  w ith  the * gen era ls o f  the F le e t * ,  On 27 A p ril Vane

w rote to  Popham to  hasten  the F leet*  s departure fo r  P ortu ga l, and

in c id e n ta lly  to  ask Popham to  take care fo r  the s a fe ty  o f  Vane*s
3

brother C harles, th e  Commonwealth * s envoy to th a t country.

Meanwhile, the C ouncil o f  S ta te  was much e x er c ise d  about provid ing

the necessary money fo r  the Portuguese ex p ed itio n , and Vane was ordered
4

on 13 A p r il to  rep ort to  parliam ent the need fo r  money. For once

i t  was f iv e  days b e fo r e  he c arr ied  out h is  m iss io n , but then i t  was

in  s p e c i f ic  terms -  th a t the am y and navy should each have £50,000
5

out o f  th e  next £200,000 coming in to  the e x c ise #  But th is  was not 

enough, and on 15 May he reported  to  Parliam ent th a t i t  would be 

n ecessary  to  borrow £200,000 on th e  se c u r ily  o f  the custom s, to which  

parliam ent agreed#^ I t  looks as thougjh he was th e  Government*s 

exp ert on defence expenditure,

1.  See p ,2 9 3 , note  1 above -  Walton had attended the Committee th a t  
day (S .P ,2 5 / 1 2 3 ,  216 -7 ) .  On 4  Mar. Vane came in  w ith  Purefoy  
( ib id , , 2 53 . S .P , 18/ 3 ) .  Many o th er  examples could be g iv en . On 11 Mar, he l e f t  the C ouncil to  a tten d  an Admiralty Committee 
m eeting -  a t l e a s t  h is  a r r iv a l i s  tw ice recorded , and he came in  
the second tim e w ith  Walton, v/ho a lso  had been at the Committee
( s .p .2 5 / 1 2 3 ,2 6 0 ) . s .p .2 5 /4 .

2 . s .p .2 5 /1 2 3 , 292 .
3 . m e . . Leyborne-Popham MSS, 72 . Vane -wrote th a t th e  C ouncil o f  S ta te  

would, send in s tr u c t io n s  about t h i s ,  and they d id  so two d%rs la t e r  «
4 .  GSHD.165Q» 101.
5 . O T.vi, 400 .
6 .  Ib id . .4 1 2 .
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Meanwhile, i t  was to  him th a t  Popham w rote w ith  an account
1

o f  f a u l ty  p ro v is io n s  and th e  poor c o n d itio n  o f the F le e t ,

G eneral Deane, to o , though he w rote to th e  Navy commissioners 

about th e  u su a l money compensation f o r  Captain P en n 's  crews, whose 

p ro v is io n s  had been s h o r t ,  w rote to  Vane to  warn him th a t  i f  t h i s  

m a tte r  were n eg lec ted  i t  might le a d  to  m utiny, and to support P e n n 's

c laim  th a t  he was e n t i t l e d  to  pay both  as v ic e -a d m ira l and as

r  nol
4

2  3
c a p ta in , Penn rece iv ed  h is  money, v/hether the crews d id  o r  n o t .

Vane was away from the  Council many days in  Ju ly  and e a rly  August,
5

th o u ^  not from th e  Adm iralty Committee, but on one occasion w rote

to  th e  Council about navy m a tte rs , f o r  they se n t h is  l e t t e r
6

on to  th e  navy com m issioners. In  August, though he had no t h im self
7

a tten d ed  th e  c o u n c il t h a t  day, he w as ordered  to  re p o rt to  P arliam ent

an encounter between one C aptain  Wyard and some r o y a l i s t  sh ip s .

Wyard had d is tin g u ish e d  h im se lf in  th e  a c tio n  and i t  must have been

Vane who had w r i t te n  to  th e  Council about th e  o f f i c e g a l l a n t

conduct. He must have done j u s t i c e  to W yard's crew, f o r  th ese  were

th e  f i r s t  o rd in ary  s a i lo r s  in  B r i t i s h  h is to iy  to re c e iv e  medals f o r  
8

t h e i r  s e rv ic e s . On 13 August the  Adm iralty Committee o rder book f o r

1 . CSPD.1650, 200. 12 Ju n e .
2 . I b id . , 209. 19 June .
3 . CSPD.1650. 237 . 10 Ju ljr .
4 . I b id . , In tr o . ,x v - x l i .
5 . s .p .2 5 /1 2 3 , 408 86^.
6. CSPD.1650. 254 . 26JuO y.
7 . Ib id . , in t r o . , x v - x l i .
8 . Ib id . , 277. 8 Aug. Wyard had beaten o f f  a r o y a l i s t  a ttack  when 

convoying ten  H ull sh ip s to London and Rotterdam. E 778(19). For the  
medals see Oppenheim, EHR. x i ,  4 4 .
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once g iv es some in d ic a tio n  o f an a c tu a l debate  a t  one o f th e

m eetings; the  e n tiy  begins 'D ebated a t th e  Com m ittee', and

proceeds to  l i s t  th e  su b je c ts  d isc u sse d : th e  number o f  ships to

p a t r o l  Portuguese w a te rs , how many were to be ready to support th e

aimy and how many to be convoys, and hov/ many were to p ro te c t  the

E ast A nglian and S c o ttish  c o a s ts .  (Vane was p re s e n t , as was

u s u a l .)  On 17 August he and h is  fellow-member of the  Adm iralty

Committee, C ha lloner, were in s t r u c te d  by th e  C ouncil to  co n fe r about

p ro p o s itio n s  on trad e  v/hich Thomas V io le t, th e  m erchant and w r i t e r ,
2and Boone, one o f th e  navy com m issioners, were to make.

Three days l a t e r  th e  C ouncil in s t ru c te d  him to re p o rt to  

Parliam ent th e  l i s t  o f  o f f ic e r s  fo r  the  v /in te r F le e t  and the  

n e c e ss ity  f o r  p assin g  a b i l l ,  concerning roads n ear the  Tower, w ith  

v/hich th e  Navy O ffice  was much concerned.^ Coytmore wrote once more 

in  September as though Vane were the  whole A dm iralty Committee,^ 

and a week l a t e r  Vane rep o rte d  to P arliam en t an estim ate  o f  th e co s t  

o f  the  F le e t ,  from  what i s  c a l le d  in  the  Commons Journals the  Committee
5

o f  the  Navy, and may have been so , fo r  the Navy and Customs Committee

1 , s.p .25/123, 429-430.
2 . CSPD.1650. 292.
3o Ib id . ,294, 297* For once Vane n e g le c ted  h is  du ty , f o r  noth ing

appears in  the  Commons Jo u rn a ls  about th ese  roads u n t i l  C hallenor
had been in s t ru c te d  to  rem ind th e  House about them on 8 Oct. 
CSPD.1630, 375. C J .v i ,  486. Vane was, even fo r  him, e x ce p tio n a lly  
busy in  August 1ÏÏ50.

4 . CSPD.1650, 328. 5 S ep t.
5 . CJ.v i ,  467 . He had made another report on C ouncil in s tr u c t io n s

the day b efo re , on naval m atters.
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1
continued  to  fu n c tio n  though, u n fo r tu n a te ly , i t s  m inutes have

not su rv iv ed . He made ano ther re p o r t  to  Parliam ent a few days

l a t e r  on th e  need f o r  a supplem entaiy e s tim a te  f o r  th e  F le e t  o f f  
2

P o rtu g a l and, on the  l a s t  day o f  Septem ber, Coytmore w rote to  the 

Nav;̂ '' Commissioners to inform  them th a t  i f  they  considered  the  ship  . 

L ib e rty  should go to  L isbon, : 'S i r  Heniy Vane conceives i t  b es t 

to  pay th e  men on board [ i . e .  no t on sh o re l th a t  you may p reserv e
3them to g e th e r* . (Vane had no doubt fo re see n  th a t  once th e  men had

th e i r  pay in  t h e i r  hands on shore they  v/ould d isappear to  t h e i r  homes

o r  the  a le -h o u se s .)  Deane had v /r it te n  to  him th a t  th e re  was a g re a t
4v/ant o f  th re e  o r  fo u r 'n im ble  k e tc h es ' f o r  th e  S c o ttish  c o a s t ,  

thu s showing th a t  th e  g e n e ra ls -a t- s e a  though t Vane was most l ik e ly  

to  f u r th e r  t h e i r  r e q u e s ts . The next day he rece iv ed  a l e t t e r  from
3

Popham, v/hich he read  to  th e  C ouncil, who in s t ru c te d  him to  re p o rt i t  

to  P a rlia m e n t. On 5 O ctober, one C aptain  Wadsworth had come to th e  

A dm iraliy Committee in  person  to  conç)lain th a t  h is  men were m utinous. 

The Conm ittee was probably  not s i t t i n g  th a t  day, bu t Van© in s t ru c te d  

Coy too re  to  w rite  to  th e  navy com nissioners o rdering  them to  d ea l

1 . I t  i s  mentioned q u ite  o fte n  in  B odl, Rawl, A 223# See a lso  
CSPD.1630. 326, where Col. Thomson, now i t s  chairm an, i s  mentionedj 
and page 299 below. The in d ic a t io n s  a re  th a t  t h i s  conm ittee
met l e s s  o fte n  than  the  Adm iralty Committee, had a more changeable 
membership, and d e a l t  only w ith  th e  a u th o r is a tio n  o f  payments.
S .P .46/102  co n ta in s  many o f  th e se ; they  are signed by Thomson 
and se v e ra l o th e r s ,  but no t by Vane. As T reasu rer o f  th e  Navy he 
acknowledged r e c e ip t  o f many o f  th ese  payments ( i b i d , . passim ), 
and he could h a rd ly  have a u th o rise d  payments to  h im se lf . He c o u ld  
however presumably have a ttended  th e  com m ittee 's m eetings.

2 . C J .v i ,  473. 26 S e p t.
3 . CSPD.1630. 363.
4 . I b id .
3 . I b id .
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1 2 
w ith  th e  s i tu a t io n .  Deane came up fo r  a conference in  October

v /ith  th e  Committee -  again  one sees th e  system o f  p e rso n a l

c o n su lta tio n  and c o n s id e ra tio n , in  which the  Committee, o r more

probably  Vane, b e lie v e d . He signed a number o f  th e  u su a l Adm iralty

Committee l e t t e r s  in  November 1630,^ but was busy w ith  a m u ltitu d e  of

o th e r ,  in c lu d in g  p e rso n a l, a f f a i r s ,  though he re p o r te d  to P arliam en t
if

on th e  s i tu a t io n  in  P o rtu g a l on 26 and 30 November, and on 10

December th e  C ouncil appoin ted  him to prompt P arliam en t to  p re ss  on

w ith  the  T r in ity  House b i l l  which Vane, among h i s  innumerable
5

o f f i c i a l  d u tie s , had found time to  help  d r a f t .

At th e  end o f 1630, h is  long te n u re  o f o f f ic e  as T reasurer o f

the  Navy came to  an end. The circum stances a re  in te r e s t in g .

On 27 June a p e t i t io n  from Vane, f i r s t  brought in  a week b e fo re , v/as
6

read  in  P a rliam en t. According to  the  d iu m a lls  he s ta te d  th a t  he

was anxious th a t  the p r o f i t s  o f th e  T re a su re r 's  o f f ic e  should redound

to  th e  S ta te ,  and th e  o f f ic e  be p u t in to  a way o f management, m th
7th e  l e a s t  charge. But he must a lso  have asked th a t  he should be

1 . s .p .2 5 /1 2 3 , 489.
2 . Bodl. Rawl. A 225, f .7 v .  30 O ct.
3 . I b id . , f . 9 v .  seq .
4 . C J .v i i ,  473. CSPD.1630. 448.
3 . C J .v i ,  463 , andTl83(30 May).
6. I b id . , 427* 4 3 2 .The p e t i t io n  i s  not in  th e  House of Lords* MSS, 

and does n o t appear to be e x ta n t.
7 . E 777( 27) ,  8o v e ra ll  P roceedings in  P a r lia m e n t. A P e rfe c t  D iu rn a l l . 

E 777(30} has almost the  same wording. The Weekly In te l l ig e n c e r  
i s  b r ie f e r ,  bu t s ta te s  th a t  Vnne was ' s o l l i c i t o u s ' th a t  the  p r o f i t s
should redound to  the  s ta te  (E 6o8(9) )• The o rd er about V ane's
o f f ic e  was accon^anied by a sp e c ia l  committee to consider what 
o f f ic e s  were burdensome to th e  people -  the  two su b je c ts  were 
obviously  connected.
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awarded compensation fo r  su rren d erin g  h is  o f f i c e ,  f o r  th e  Committee

o f th e  Navy (th e  f in a n c ia l  Committee) in s t ru c te d  to  consider how

th e  o f f ic e  o f T reasu rer was to  be managed in  th e  fu tu re , v/as a lso

to consider what condensation should be g iven  to  the p e t i t io n e r .

Colonel Thomson, i t s  chairm an, rep o rte d  from th e  Navy Committee on

16 Ju ]y  -  h a rd ly  w ith  the  * a l l  speed* which had been o rdered . The

Committee recommended th a t  ' f i t  compensation* should be given Vane

fo r  th e  su rren d er of h is  r ig h t  to  the  o f f ic e  and, * in  c o n s id e ra tio n

o f the p r o f i t  to  th e  S ta te * , £1,200 p .a .  ou t o f  the  Deans* and

Chapters* lands should be p a id  him. The Committee a lso  recommended

th a t  * th e re  s h a l l  be one f i t  and able person appointed T reasu re r

o f  the N avy., .v /h o .. .s h a ll  p e rso n a lly  a tte n d  upon th a t  employment;

and be allow ed, f o r  the en te rta in m en t and s a la ry  o f  h im se lf, h is

dep u ties  and c le rk s , £1,000  p . a . ,  v/hich s h a l l  be in  l ie u  o f  a l l

s a l a r i e s ,  fe e s  and o th er p r o f i t s ,  fo m e r ly  belonging to the  p lace
1

o f  t r e a s u re r  o f  tn e  navy *,

The emphasis p laced  upon p e rso n a lly  ca rry in g  out the  d u tie s

in d ic a te s ,  t h a t ,a s  v/e have seen . V ane's work as t r e a s u re r  had been

la rg e ly  perform ed by h is  d epu ty . In  view o f  V ane's innum erable o th e r

d u tie s ,  i t  i s  hard  to see v/hat e ls e  could  have been done. The act
2

embodying th e  Committee's p ro p o sa ls  was passed  on 19 J u ly , ( in c id e n ta l ly , 

i t  i s  in te r e s t in g  to f in d  th a t  Vane was absen t from th e  Council o f

1 . C J .v i, 440
2. I b id . ,  444.
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1
S ta te  from  1 J u ly  onw ards, though he a tte n d e d  th e  A dm iralty

2 3
Conm ittee as u s u a l ,  and was i n  P a r lia m e n t a t  l e a s t  o c c a s io n a l ly  -

was he can v ass in g  su p p o rt f o r  h i s  Navy T re a su re rsh ip  b i l l ? ) .

On 10 O cto b er, th r e e  months a f t e r  h i s  r e s ig n a t io n  was f i r s t  m ooted.

P a r lia m e n t d is c u s s e d  th e  appoin tm ent o f  a new T re a s u re r , and

H utchinson was p roposed ; th e re  was a d iv is io n .  Vane was one o f  th e
4

t e l l e r s  f o r  th e  N oes, and was d e fe a te d . On 18 O ctober an

a c t  was b rough t i n  f o r  •rem oving o b s tru c t io n s  i n  th e  s a le  o f  Dean
3

and Chapters* la n d s * , and e ig h t  days l a t e r  th e  com m issioners f o r

th e  s a le  o f  th e s e  lan d s  g ra n te d  to  Vane th e  manors o f  Cheddar and

C h ic k n a lls  i n  S om erse t, and much p ro p e r ty , fo rm e rly  belong ing  to

1 , CSHD,1630 , in tro #  x v -x li#
2 , S JP .23/ 123 , 369 se q .
3# CJeVi, 438—440,
4 . I b i d . ,482# P e rh ap s  Vane was hop ing  t h a t  h i s  b ro th e r  C harles m ight

s t i l l  o b ta in  th e  o f f i c e ,  C h a rle s  Vane had been g en ero u sly  p a id
f o r  h i s  s e rv ic e s  a s  p a rlia m e n t* s  envoy to  P o rtu g a l#  He re c e iv e d  
£1 ,200  f o r  h is  em bassage b e fo re  he l e f t  E ngland , and £200 on h i s
r e tu r n .  (g^ . 1650 . 230 , 580 , 597; I b i d . .1649-50 . 5 0 8 ). In
November 1651 a su b -co n m ittee  o f  th e  A d m ira lty  Committee recommended 
th e  payment o f  £500 to  C h a rle s  Vane f b r  h i s  s e rv ic e s  in  P o r tu g a l#  
(B odl, Rawl, A 226, f f# 4 8 , 4 9 v , ) ,  Vane was n o t a member o f  th e  
sub-com m ittee . C h a rle s  Vane s h o r t ly  a f te rw a rd s  bought from  th e  
t r u s te e s  f o r  th e  s a le  o f  Crown lan d s  an e s t a t e  a t  Chopwell, 
N orthum berland which h is  fa m ily  had fo rm e r ly  le a se d  from th e  
Crown, (R ecords o f  C.C. Durham, 358)# He was a lre a d y  ( 1646) 
p a rt-o w n er o f  a c o l l i e i y  in  D urham .fC allow ay, A nnals o f  Coal M ining, 
1 3 3 ).

5 . ^ . v i ,  485. T h is was th e  v e iy  day t h a t  th e  a c t  co n ce rn in g  th e
Navy T re a su re rs h ip  became law , and th e  two were c o n n ec ted .
Vane was named f i r s t  on th e  * o b s tru c tio n s*  com m ittee.
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4
E x e te r c a th e d r a l ,  in  Top sham, Devon. From th e  C lose R o ll i t

appears t h a t  th e  lan d s were w o rth  n o t th e  £1 ,200  th a t  P a r lia m e n t

had g ra n te d  Vane, bu t £ 1 ,964-8-5^d a y e a r ,  though , in  f a i r n e s s  to

Vane and tiie  com m issioners, i t  may be supposed th a t  in  th e  c ircu m stan ces

o f  th e  tim e he might n o t be a b le  to s e l l  th e  lan d s  f o r  t h e i r  o rd in a ry  
2

m arket v a lu e . He v/ould know a l l  about th e  amount o f  money

a v a ila b le  from  th e  Deans* and C hapters* la n d s . As f a r  back as

March i650 h e . S i r  Henry Mildmay and Heveningham had been ap p o in ted

a comm ittee by th e  C ouncil o f  S ta te  to  examine th e  r e c e ip t s  from

t h i s  so u rc e ,^  and he was one o f  th o se  a p p o in ted  in  November to  view

th e  acco u n ts  o f  th e  su rv e y o rs  o f  th e s e  la n d s .^

The C lose R o ll  re c o rd s  th e  t r a n s f e r  o f  v a rio u s  L in c o ln s h ire

r e c to r i e s  by th e  e a r l  o f  L indsey to  Vane and h is  fe llcw -M .P . Thomas
3

L is te r  in  November. A few days b e fo re . Vane had re q u e s te d  th e  

C ouncil o f  S ta te  to  allow  L indsey  to  come to  town, to en ab le  him to  

e f f e c t  a s a le  o f  h i s  lan d s  *in which a veiy^-w ell a f f e c te d  p e rso n

1 . c  54 / 3550 . 26 O ct.
2 . D r. T h irsk  quo tes Clem ent W alker*s a l l e g a t io n  t h a t  Cromwell 

a c q u ire d  lan d s  w orth  30^ more than  th e  g ra n t P a r lia m e n t a llow ed  
him ( l . J .  T h irsk , S a le  o f D elinquen ts*  e s t a t e s , Ph.D . t h e s i s ,  
London, 1930, 1 2 3 ).

3 .  CSH).i 630, 37. 13 Mar.
4 . I b i d . ,4 3 4 . 19 Nov.
3 . C 34/ 3389 . 18 Nov. The G oldsm iths H a ll  Committee had s t i p u la t e d

t h a t  L indsey should  s e t t l e  th e  r e c t o r i e s  on Vane and o th e r s .
Arrayn, a t r u s t e e  f o r  th e  e a r l* s  s i s t e r s ,  was a p a r ty  to  th e  
t r a n s a c t io n .  C alendar o f  Committee f o r  Compounding, i i ,  303. 
F or L i s t e r  see  D.N.B.
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1
i s  much concerned* . This e l i p t i c a l  d e s c r ip t io n  r e f e r s  to  Vane

h im se lf ; a chanceiy  b i l l  and answer rec o rd s  th e  s a le  o f  th e  manors

o f  B e lle a u , Aby and Swaby, w ith  o th e r  p ro p e r ty  in  L in c o ln s h ire , to
2

Vane, f o r  th e  sum o f  £8 ,300 , Pour tim es a f t e r  th e  f i r s t  r e q u e s t

the  C ouncil gave Lindsey p e rm iss io n  to  s ta y  on i n  London, th e  l a s t

l ic e n s e  being  g ra n te d  in  P eb ru a iy  1631 ?  Vane s h o r t ly  added lo c a l

o f f ic e s  i n  L in c o ln sh ire  to  h is  many o th e r  commitments -  he became

a m i l i t i a  com m issioner and a J # P .^  and, by th e  end o f  January  1631,
3

was a v ic e -a d m ira l  f o r  th e  coun ty .

The s t a t e  g a ined  a c o n s id e ra b le  sum in  re p la c in g  poundage by a 

f ix e d  annual payment to  th e  navy t r e a s u r e r .  Vane*s accounts f o r  12 

May 1649 to  31 December 1630^ show th a t  he had drawn £8,233-1 V-^d as 

poundage, o r some £4,949-4^0d  p e r  annum. In  a d d it io n  he had drawn 

over £1,000 p o r te ra g e  money, and a llow ances f o r  h i s  c le rk s  e tc .  One 

may no te  t h a t  i t  reqLiired a man o f s tro n g  m en ta l f i b r e  (which H utchinson 

was n o t)  to  be Navy T re a su re r  a t  t h i s  p e rio d  o f  the nav^" *s h i s t o iy .

1. CSED.163O, 363 . 8 Nov.
2 . Cl0/ 9/ 93 (Chancery B i l l s  and A nsw ers). L indsey was deeply  in  d e b t,

and Vane w anted to  malce su re  the  p ro p e r ty  was not burdened w ith  a ry
m ortgages e t c .  The f a c t  t h a t  Vane * s s u i t  was n o t the b eg in n in g  o f  
a c o n v en tio n a l la w -s u i t  i s  shown by th e  speed w ith  vÆiich L indsey 
r e p l ie d  to  Vane* s b i l l  o f com plain t -  nor mal ]y th e  ansv/er was 
p re s e n te d  weeks o r even months l a t e r ,  b u t Lindsey*s was re tu rn e d  
the  fo llo w in g  day . F or th e  chanceiy  p io c e d u re , see P h il l im o re , 
Chancery P roceed ings » . .tem p . C harles I , 1889, i ,  p r e fa c e .  L indsey 
l a t e r  a l le g e d  th a t  h i s  p ro p e rty  was much underva lued  in  th e  sa le#  
( s .P .29/ 36/ 62) .  I t  w i l l  be n o ted  th a t  Vane*s p r o f i t s  from h is  
o f f i c e  from May 1649 to  December 1630 a re  w ith in  £230 o f th e  sum 
he p a id  L indsey .

3 . CSHD.163O. 366, 23 N ov.; 367(2  D e c .) ;  I b i d . . 1631. 32(3 F e b .) ;
38(24 F e b .)

4 .  I b id . . 1630 . 479. 23 D ec.
3 . B odl. Rav/1. A 223, f .3 6 v .  One hopes t h a t  Vane had e iY ic ie n t

d e p u tie s  -  L in c o ln sh ire  was a long way from  Iond>n#
6 . E 331/ 2288 .
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He Y/as probab ly  an e f f i c i e n t  c i v i l  s e rv a n t, b u t no more. The

c o rru p tio n  and in e f f ic ie n c y  in  th e  navy n e a r ly  d rove him mad, and

in  s p i te  of a la rg e  in c re a s e  in  th e  s a la ry  o f £1,000 a y e a r  th a t

P a rlia m e n t had allov/ed him in  1630 , in  A p r il  1&33 he was p i te o u s ly
1

begging th e  ad m ira lty  committee to  f in d  a su c c e sso r .

Vane s t i l l  co n tin u ed  to  be a c o n s ta n t a t te n d e r  a t  the  C ouncil

o f  S ta te  A dm iralty  sub-com m ittee, except when he v/as away from

London. The Committee went on w ith  i t s  u su a l work -  new sh ip s

were b u i l t ,  p e t i t i o n s  were re c e iv e d , guns o rd e re d , rew ards a ss ig n e d
2

and v ic tu a l l in g  o rd e rs  g iv en . The Committee was f u r th e r  e n la rg ed  

in  March 163I to  e leven^  and in  J u ly  two more names were added .^

T h is may have prom pted V ane 's a ttem p t in  June o f  th a t  y e a r to  w re s t 

c o n tro l  o f  th e  navy from the  C ouncil o f  S ta te .  A b i l l  v/as in tro d u c e d  

in  th a t  month p ro v id in g  th a t  th e  o f f i c e  and a ff* a irs  o f  th e  A dm iralty  

should  be v e s te d  in  com m issioners and he v/as one o f  th e  t e l l e r s  f o r  

i t .  To secu re  autonony f o r  th e  new com m issioners, they  and th e  

navy com m issioners wefe a lso  to c o n tro l  a l l  s to r e s ,  m agazines and 

p ro v is io n s  r e l a t i n g  to  the  navy, so th a t  th e  Ordnance o f f i c i a l s  

would a lso  lo s e  a u th o r i ty .  Vane and Bond wanted the  b i l l  brought 

in  w ith  d e ^ a tc h ,  and were th e r e f o re  a g a in s t  sending i t  to a com m ittee. 

But they  l o s t ,  and th e  whole p lan  was abandoned, an ac t being  q u ick ly

1. CSED.1632- 3 , 263 . 7 A p r i l .  He had a c tu a l ly  been a r r e s te d  in
l6 5 1 . ( c J .v i ,  547 ).

2 . B odl. Rawl. A 223, 226, passim .
3 . I b id . , f . 70 .
4 . I b id .
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brought in  to  co n tin u e  th e  A dm iralty  powers in  the  C ouncil o f  
1

S ta te .  I t  i s  q u ite  l ik e ly  th a t  Vane found, th e  p ro ce ss  o f

re p o r t in g  back from  th e  A dm iralty  sub-Committee to  th e  C ouncil o f

S ta te ,  who th e n  re p o r te d  to  P a r lia m e n t, in to le r a b ly  slow . He may

a ls o  have found i t  irksom e to vork w ith  a la rg e  com m ittee, many

o f  whom knew l i t t l e  o r n o th ing  o f  nava l a f f a i r s ,  f o r  in  t h i s  way,

the  C ouncil o f  S ta te  Committee was in  marked c o n tr a s t  w ith  th e

1643-4 Committee o f Navy and Customs, a number o f  whose members
2

were m erchants and sh ip -ow ners. V ane's predom inance on th e  l a t e r  

comm ittee may be p a r t l y  due to  th i s  change. P a r l ia m e n t 's  d e c is io n  

in  May t h a t  o rd e rs  by a com m ittee should  be sig n ed  by a t  l e a s t  

th e  quorum^ made l i t t l e  d if f e r e n c e  to  th e  A dm iralty  Committee, 

f o r  i t s  l e t t e r s  were alm ost alw ays signed  by a t  l e a s t  th re e  members.

1 . ^ ^ . v i ,  392. 26 Ju n e .
2. Of th e  March I 63I comm ittee on ly  Bond, W alton, Vane h im se lf  and

C ol. Thomson, i f  t h i s  i s  George Thomson, navy com m issioner, 
which seems d o u b tfu l, had any co n sid erab le  imowledge o f  n a v a l 
m a tte r s . The 1643 Committee in c lu d ed  th e  two Bences, Greene,
Moyer and V a s s a l l .  B odl, Rawl. A 221, pa ssim .

3 . ^ . v i ,  369 . 1 May. An a ttem p t v/as made a t  th e  same tim e to  p rev en t
th e  a u th o r i ty  o f  th e  C ounc il o f  S ta te  from  being e x e rc is e d  by a few
members, but th e  House n eg ativ ed  the p ro p o sa l th a t  a c ts  o f the  
C ouncil should  be s ig n ed  by a t l e a s t  f iv e  members. L a te r ,  however, 
when Vane was re p o r t in g  to  p a rliam e n t i n  November about reco rd in g  
a l l  payments o f money in  a book, op^x>rtunity was taken  to  i n s e r t  a 
c la u se  th a t  a l l  such paym ents, and w a rra n ts  f o r  im prisonm ent, must 
be s ig n e d  ty  f iv e  C ouncil member», ( ib id # ,4 3 ). Vane a lone  s ig n e d  
one A dm iralty  Committee l e t t e r  in  May 163I , (B odl. Rawl. A 223, 
f .1 2 7 v .)
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1
o r  sen t on b e h a lf  o f  th e  Committee by i t s  s e c r e ta ry .  Coytmore.

On r a r e  o c c a s io n s , in  165*1 and l6 5 2 , as i n  I 65O, men a tte n d e d  who
2

were not members o f th e  Committee, and even signed  l e t t e r s  -

comm ittees had p r o l i f e r a t e d  so much th a t  p e rh ap s i t  was d i f f i c u l t

to  remember j u s t  which com m ittees one belonged  to .

Though he re p o r te d  sometimes in  163I from  th e  Committee to  th e

C ouncil o f  S ta te ,  he was no t th e  onHy member to  do æ , and d u rin g
3

t h a t  y e a r  D ennis Bond re p o r te d  f a r  more o f te n  than  Vane. In
4August Bond a lo n e , in  s p i t e  o f p a r l ia m e n t 's  o rd e r  o f  2 May, o rd e re d  

one w arran t to  be is s u e d . In  the  same month th e  C ouncil, e v id e n tly  

c o n s id e rin g  t h a t  th e  p lanned  re d u c tio n  in  th e  a n y  shou ld  be p a r a l le le d  

by a s im ila r  re d u c tio n  in  th e  f l e e t ,  o rd e red  th e  A dm iralty  Committee
3

to  c o n sid e r  how th e  'g r e a t  c h a rg e ' o f  th e  navy could  be le s se n e d , 

and the  Com m ittee, in  a l e t t e r  signed  f i r s t  by Vane, d id  o rd e r  Deane, 

o f f  the  S c o t t i s h  c o a s t ,  to  red u ce  h is  squadron, bu t no f u r th e r  e f f o r t  

a t  econony was made, and in  view o f  th e  w orsening r e la t io n s  w ith  H olland, 

could  h a rd ly  have been . In  March 163I ,  an e n try  in  th e  C om m ittee 's 

o rder-book  aga in  shows who was reg ard ed  as th e  lead in g  member o f  th e

1 . B odl. Rawl. A 223, passim .
2 . S i r  Heniy Llildmay, n o t a member o f  th e  comm ittee (see  p . 303, n o te  3) 

signed  a committee l e t t e r  on 21 May, I b i d . , f .114* Alderman 
Pennington  a tte n d e d  as a Committee member on 6 S e p t .1 632, but was
n o t added to th e  comm ittee u n t i l  th e  nex t day. B odl. Rawl. A 226,
f . 1 9 1 ,  192.

3 . Vane re p o r te d  s ix  tim es to  B ond 's tw en ty . B odl. Rawl, A 223, passim .
4 . B odl. Rav/1, A 226 , f .2 v o  9 Aug.
3 . I b id # ,f .8 v .  27 Aug.
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Committee : 'D r. - a llcer re tu rn e d  h is  r e p o r t  according  to  th e

C om m ittee 's o rd e r y e s te rd a y . The Committee no t s i t t i n g ,  i t  was
1

s e n t in to  th e  C ouncil to  S ir  Heniy V a n e '. S im ila r ly , Popham,

o f f  D unkirk, w rote to  Vane about h i s  p o s i t io n  and Vane p assed  on
2

th e  in fo rm a tio n  to  th e  Council*

V ane 's absence in  S co tlan d , from  C hristm as Day 163I to  th e  

beg inn ing  o f  1652, a c c o u n ts  f o r  h i s  f a i l u r e  to a tte n d  th e  A dm iralty  

Committee d u rin g  th i s  p e r io d , though, as a lread y  n o te d , he appeared  

a t  th e  Committee th e  day b e fo re  he re p o r te d  th e  S c o t t i s h  se ttle m e n t
5

to p a rliam en t*  J u s t  o v e r a week l a t e r ,  w hile s t i l l  working on th e
4a c t  o f  Union, he r  e -ap p ea red  a t  the Committee, and a tte n d e d  r e g u la r ly

5
u n t i l  16 A p r il ,  when he was no t p r e s e n t .  A f te r  t h a t  da te  he d id

n o t a t te n d  the Committee u n t i l  12 May, but from th en  onv/ards a tte n d e d
6

r e g u la r ly  fo r some w eeks. From 30 June however u n t i l  10 Septem ber
7

1652 Vane v/ithdrew from  th e  Committee, as from p a rlia m e n t;  t h i s
g

u n u su a lly  long absence has been d isc u sse d  above.

The months o f  March-May 1632 were im portan t ones f o r  the  navy; 

on 23 March an 'e x tr a o r d in a r y ' m eeting  o f  th e  A dm iralty  Coiimittee 

was h e ld , a tte n d e d  by se v e ra l C ouncil members who w ere n o t norm ally

1 . B od l. Rawl. A 226, f .2 v .  9 Aug.
2 . CSED.1631 . 234 . 16 Ju n e .
3 . B odl. Rawl. A 226, f .9 8 v . 13 Mar.
4 .  I b id . , f . 104 . 23 Mar*
3 . I b id . , f . lD 4 - 1 21V.
6. I b id . ,f .1 2 1 v -1 3 2 , 132- 160.
7 . I b i d . , f . 160-194v .
8 . 0 .2 3 7  se q .
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members o f  t h a t  Committee, The main su b je c t  was th e  p ro v is io n
1

o f  guns f o r  the  whole f l e e t .  In  May th e  c le r k  sometimes fo rg o t

to  re c o rd  th e  names of th o se  a tte n d in g  th e  A dm iralty  Com mittee,
2

bu t whenever he d id  in s c r ib e  th e  names. V an e 's  i s  one . T h is

was th e  tim e o f  B la k e 's  f i r s t  encoun ter v /ith  Tromp in  th e  Downs, 

and in  th e  Corimittee some im p o rtan t d e c is io n s  were ta k e n -to  h i r e  

f o r ty  m erchant sh ip s , f o r  example, and to o f f e r  s u i ta b le  f i n a n c ia l  

inducem ents to  c a p ta in s  o f Commonwealth sh ip s  v/ho rem ained on board 

t h e i r  v e s s e ls  v/hen thqy re a c h e d  p o r t  in s te a d  o f decanping a s  soon 

as they  c o u ld . I t  was Vane who re p o r te d  to  p a rliam en t th e  d e c is io n  

to  h i r e  th e  m erchant s h ip s ,  th e  C o u n c il 's  app rova l having been 

f i r s t  o b ta in e d , and re q u e s te d  p arliam en t to  a l lo c a te  th e  n e c e ssa iy  

money. He gave an acc o u n t o f  the b a t t l e  in  th e  Downs, and p re se n te d
4in fo rm a tio n  about th is  from Cromwell and Bond, who v/ere now a t  Dover.

He re p o r te d , and p ro b ab ly  d r a f t e d ,  the  account o f the b a t t l e  w hich
5

was re le a s e d  f o r  th e  P re s s .  For s e v e ra l  w eeks he was occupied

w ith  th e  c r u c ia l  d ip lom atic  prob lem s, and th en  came h i s  long  absence

from p u b lic  a f f a i r s .

By 9 Septem ber Vcjne was back i n  London, and a tte n d in g  a m eeting 
6

o f  th e  C o u n c il. Next day he resumed h i s  r e g u la r  a tten d an ce  a t  

th e  A dm iralty  Com m ittee.^ There i s  no ev id en ce  th a t  he was back

1 . B odl. Rawl. A 226, f . lO p v .
2 . B odl. Rawl, A 226, f  .132 seq . 12 May onwards,
3- I b i d . , f .1 3 8 v . 24 May.
4 . g_ . v i i ,  133. 23 May.
3 . I b id . ,1 3 9 . 3 Ju n e .
6 . CSPD.1631-2. 328.
7. B odl. Rawl. A 226 f .1 9 4 v .
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in  p a rliam e n t however u n t i l  28 Septem ber, when he re p o r te d  on

naval m a tte r s  from  th e  C o u n c il. An im p o rtan t speech v/as made

th a t  day by some member o f  th e  House: p a r l ia m e n t 's  ap p ro v a l was

asked f o r  th e  b u ild in g  o f  th e  q u ite  unpreceden ted  number o f  t h i r t y  
1

new f r i g a t e s .  E v id e n tly  th e  government had decided  th a t  the  f l e e t  

should  n o t be so dependent on the  h ire d  m erchant sh ip s  -  p robab ly  

th ese  were n o t o f  th e  new d es ig n  w hich had f i r s t  appeared  in  the  

*30s. I t  i s  s ig n i f ic a n t  t h a t  th e  d e c is io n  to  b u i ld  t h i s  g r e a t  

number o f  sh ip s  was tak en  in  th e  f o r tn ig h t  o r  so a f t e r  V ane 's r e ­

appearance a t  the  C ouncil t a b le .  The Commons Jo u rn a ls  a re  even 

mor« im in fo rm ative  a t  t h i s  p e r io d  than  th ey  a re  f o r  th e  y e a r s

1647-49 -  th e  c le rk  was d e l ib e r a te ly  f i l l i n g  h i s  pages v /ith
2

un im portan t m a te r ia l  -  and i t  i s  nowhere s ta te d  who p u t th e  p lan  

b e fo re  p a rlia m e n t;  i t  may w e ll have been Vane. He now a lso  re tu rn e d  

to  the a t ta c k  on the  a d m in is tra t io n  o f th e  navy. At th e  end o f 

J u ly ,  a f t e r  Vsne had gone, Salwey had re p o r te d  on two m a tte rs  w ith  

v/hich Vane had been co n n ec ted , one o f  which was c o n s id e ra tio n  o f  

th e  'e x e c u tiv e  p a r t '  o f  th e  n a y y O n  30 September Salwey was 

deputed by th e  C ouncil o f  S ta te  to  u rge  p a rliam e n t to  resume d isc u ss io n  

on th e  r e -o rg a n is a t io n  o f  th e  a d m ira lty , ^  and went down to  the  House

1 . C JoV ii, 186.
2 . See e .g .  i b i d . ,179-182 .
3 . I b i d . .159 . 27 J u ly .
4 . CSPD.1651- 2 , 424 .
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n ex t day to  do so . There was a d iv is io n  on w hether th e  Committee

o f  th e  Navy should  be allow ed to  nom inate M .P.s among th e  s p e c ia l

a d m ira lty  co im iissioners now to  be appo in ted  i f  th e  new p la n  was
1

ad o p ted , and Vane was a t e l l e r  a g a in s t .  He was p erhaps hoping 

t h a t ,  as in  th e  case  o f th e  S elf-D enying  O rdinance, he h im se lf  would 

be e x ce p te d . Or p e rh ap s  he though t t h a t  th e  lo s s  o f  h im se lf  as a 

com m issioner would be a sm a ll p r ic e  to  pay f o r  p u rg ing  th e  admin­

i s t r a t i o n  o f  th e  navy from th e  am ateurs who s t r o l l e d  in  to  the
2

m eetings o f  the  C ouncil o f  S ta te  A dm iralty  sub-committee*. He was

d e fe a te d , however. The Navy Committee was in s t r u c te d  to  re p o r t

th e  b i l l  in  a w eek 's  t im e , bu t i t  d id  n o t do so .^

E a rly  in  O ctober Vane, D ixw ell and L is le  went down to  Blake a t

Dover to  c o n fe r  w ith  him about th e  C o u n c il 's  d is p o s i t io n s  f o r  th e

f l e e t . ^  (T h is  was j u s t  b e fo re  th e  K e n tish  Knock b a t t l e ) .  T h e ir

in s t r u c t io n s  were p re p a re d  by th e  C o u n c il 's  Fore ign  A f f a i r s  C onm ittee ,
3

a la rg e  com m ittee, o f  which Vane was a ls o  a member. On 4  November

1 . C J .v i i i ,  188. The T reasu iy  Commissioners were n o t to  be M .P .8 .
These p roposed  A dm iralty  Commissioners a re  n o t to  be confused  
w ith  th e  Navy Com m issioners, W illoughby, Bourne and o th e r s ,

2 . Such as Lord Grey (Bodl. Rawl. A 223, f.lO O v. e t  a l . ) .  H e s i l r ig e  
(l b i d . ,f .1 1 4 v .)

3 . Presum ably t h i s  i s  the  f in a n c ia l  committee o f  Navy and Customs, 
though ag a in  th i s  i s  by no means c e r t a in .  I t s  w arran t was 
signed  by Thomson, W alton, a Popham, A ldw ort and Boone in  J a n .
1631. ( S .P .46/102  f . 219) .  In  S e p t . 1652 i t s  w arran t was signed  by 
S ir  J . D anvers , G ilb e r t  M illin g to n , James N e lth o ip e , N a th a n ie l 
Hollowe and A lgernon Sydney, ( i b id . , f .241 ) .  The f i r s t  com m ittee 
m ight be ex p ec ted  to  make a w ise  cho ice  o f  s p e c ia l  com m issioners f o r  
th e  navy, th e  second n o t .

4 .  CSED.1651- 2 . 430 . 3 O ct.
5 . I b i d . ,  67 .
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the  C ouncil o rd e re d  Vane to  r e p o r t  to  the  House a l e t t e r  from 
1

B lake, who was ex p ec tin g  a n o th e r  encoun ter v /ith  th e  D utch,

and the  C o u n c il 's  d i s p o s i t io n s  f o r  th e  s h ip s , which Vane d id
2

s t r a ig h t  av/ay the  same day . The papers were re tu rn e d  to him , 

presum ably when the  C lerk  had c o p ied  th an . The House ad jou rned  

nex t day from F riday  3 November to the  Tuesday, obv iously  to  g iv e  

th o se  concerned  tim e to c o n s id e r  the f in a n c ia l  problem . C o lonel 

Thomson had re p o r te d  from the  Navy and Customs Committee on th e  

n av y 's  d eb ts  and f in a n c ia l  n eed s .

On th e  Tuesday 9 November Vane p re se n te d  to  P a rliam en t a 

lu c id  account o f  th e  r e c e ip ts  from th e  s a le  of d e lin q u e n ts ' 

and B ishops ' lan d s and from th e  E x c ise . The document o ccu p ies  

n e a r ly  one and a h a lf  pages i n  th e  Jo u rn a ls^  and Vane had expounded 

i t  to  the  C ouncil o f  S ta te  th e  day b e fo re ,^  so presum ably he and 

o th e rs  had been working h a rd  o v e r th e  v/eekend. I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  

th a t  th i s  du ty  f e l l  to  V ane's l o t ,  f o r  one would have im agined th a t  one 

o f th e  more f re q u e n t a t te n d e r s  a t  th e  Committee fo r  Navy and Customs 

v/ould do i t ,  b u t i t  was e v id e n tly  thought t h a t  as th e  account concerned

1. I b id .  .473.
2 . GJ. v i i ,  210. According to th e  C ouncil o f  S t a t e 's  o rd e r-b o o k , 

Tsee n o te  i above), he should have re p o r te d  on th e  n a v y 's  
f in a n c ia l  needs a ls o ,  bu t Thomson d id  t h i s .  He was th e  most 
a c t iv e  member o f  the  navy and customs com m ittee in  163O and 
1631 ( S .P .46/ 102, f f .2 1 9 ,  223, 226, 220, 233) ,  and he and Vane 
may have dec ided  i t  was more a p p ro p r ia te  f o r  Thomson to  d e a l  
w ith  t h i s  s u b je c t ,  Thomson f ig u r e s  i n  Pepys' d ia iy  as a s e l f -  
s ty le d  nav^r e x p e r t .

3 . C J .v i i ,  210-212. 9 Nov.
4 . CSED.1631- 2 . 482.
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so mary d i f f e r e n t  departm ents o f s t a t e .  Vane would be th e  b e s t  

p e rso n  f o r  th e  ta s k .  He secu red  th e  app roval o f  th e  House f o r  

u s in g  the money in  hand from d e lin q u en ts*  e s ta te s  f o r  th e  im m ediate 

u se  o f  the nav^^, and nex t day th e  House a lso  ag reed  to  th e  p ro p o sa l 

t h a t  the  p u rc h a se rs  o f  Bishops* lan d s  should  be com pelled to  pay
1

what they  owed -  th ey  were in  d e f a u l t  to  th e  tune  o f  over £13 ,000 .

He was e n e r g e t ic a l ly  p ro cu rin g  money f o r  th e  f l e e t ,  b u t th e  Commons*

long  weekend -  i t  ro se  on F rid a y s  u n t i l  Tuesdays a t  t h i s  p e rio d  —

was an o b s ta c le  to  a quick s e t t le m e n t,  and th o u ^  he was tw ice  a

t e l l e r  in  favour o f  the  H ouse 's s i t t i n g  te m p o ra rily  on S a tu rdays
2

and Mondays, P a r lia m e n t would n o t ag ree  to do t h i s .  On th e  same

day he re p o rte d  back to  the  C ouncil from  i t s  A dm iralty  sub-commit te e

on th e  s iz e  o f  th e  squadron to  defend  th e  S t r a i t s , ^  th e  v i t a l  a re a

i f  Tromp decided  on a w in te r  cam paign. On 23 November he su s ta in e d

an o th e r d e fe a t  ; th e  House ag a in  v o ted  th a t  th e  A dm iralty  powers

shou ld  be s e t t l e d  i n  th e  C ouncil o f  S ta te ,  though i t  d id  tak e  a u th o r i ty

o v e r convoys from th e  Committee o f Naiy and Customs and t r a n s f e r  i t  
4

to  th e  C ounc il. O bviously convoys i n  w ar-tim e would have to  be 

c o r r e la te d  to  g e n e ra l  nava l s t r a te g y .  But th e  s p e c ia l  nava l com m issioners 

whom Vane had w anted were s t i l l  n o t a u th o r ise d .

1 . C J .v i i ,  212.
2 . I b i d . , 214. 11 Nov.
3 . B odl. Rawl. A 226, f .241 , 11 Nov.
4 . I b i d . . 219.
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On 2 December Vane was named f i r s t  to  th e  A dm iralty sub -
1

committee ( t h i s  tim e o f  tw elve members) o f  th e  C ouncil o f  S ta te ,

Only two days l a t e r  t h i s  com m ittee was superseded  by a n o th e r; th e  

Dungeness d e fe a t  had accom plished what Vane and Salwey had long  

f a i l e d  to  do , and th e  House d e c id ed  to  e s t a b l i s h  a sm all com m ittee

to  o rg an ise  th e  p ro v is io n  o f  sh ip s  f o r  th e  navy, and th e  n e ce ssa ry
2 3

s u p p lie s . The b i l l  was ru sh ed  through th e  House on 10 December,

I t  was l a i d  down th a t  th e re  shou ld  be fo u r  M .P.s on th e  comm ittee

(two were no t to be members o f  th e  C ouncil o f  S ta te  -  an i n t e r e s t i n g

p ro v is io n ) ,  th e  th re e  g e n e ra ls  o f  th e  f l e e t ,  (B lake, Deane and Monk),

and two o th e r  men who were n o t M .P .s .

No w r i te r  on th e  n av a l h i s to r y  o f  t h i s  p e r io d  has no ted  t h i s

change in  n a v a l a d m in is tra t io n , and i t s  s ig n i f ic a n c e ,  but i t  was

t h i s  committee to  which V ane 's  b io g rap h er S ikes r e f e r r e d  when he

d e c la re d : 'I n  t h i s  w ar, a f t e r  some dubious f i g h t s ,  (w hile th e

immediate c a re  o f  th e  f l e e t  was in  o th e r  hands) he w ith  f iv e  o th e r s ^

were ap p o in ted  by th e  p a rlia m e n t to  a tte n d  t h a t  a f f a i r e .  Hereupon*,

S ikes a s s e r te d ,  'h e  Q vanej became th e  happy and speedy c o n tr iv e r  o f

th a t  su c c e s s fu l  f l e e t  t h a t  d id  ou r work i n  a v e ry  c r i t i c a l  seaso n , when

th e  H o llander v a p o u re d { ^ s ic j upon our s e a s , took  p r iz e s  a t  p le a s u re .

1 . CSED.1632- 3 . 2 .
2 . C J .v i i ,  225.
3 . I b id . .  228.
4 . S ikes was o m ittin g  th e  th re e  g e n e r a l s - a t - s e a , who were on a c t iv e  

se rv ic e  m ost o f th e  tim e .
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1
hovered about o u r p o r t s ,  and were ready  to  s p o i l  a l l .*  Vane

had long w anted such a com m ittee; n a tu r a l ly  p a rlia m e n t nom inated

him as one o f  th e  members. P robab ly  a number o f  peop le  in  touch

w ith  n av a l m a tte rs  would have echoed th e  sen tim en ts  o f  R obert Coytmore,

who w rote to  B lackbom e, th e  new commissioners* s e c r e ta iy :  *I

b e lie v e  th e  honourab le  Commissioners- and y o u r s e l f  have your hands

f u l l  to  b rin g  th e  a f f a i r s  o f  th e  navy in to  o rd e r .*  He ended on a
2

w arning no te  - 'A l l  i s  expec ted  from y o u '.

From th e  f i r s t  th e  new comm issioners* le t te r -b o o k  g iv es  a 

d i f f e r e n t  in p re s s io n  from t h a t  o f  th e  C o u n c il 's  A dm iralty  sub-com m ittee 

F ive  o f  th e  com m issioners^ w ro te  to  Blake on 17 December, th re e  days 

a f t e r  th e  a c t  came in to  f o r c e ,  c le a r ly  s e t t in g  o u t t h e i r  p la n s .

'W e ,, .a re  p re p a r in g ,,,in d u c e m e n ts  and encouragem ents to  seamen 

c h e e r fu l ly  to  engage in  t h e i r  s e rv ic e .  We a re  a lgo  ta k in g  c a re  

how v ic tu a ls  may be prov ided  f o r  th e  nex t y e a r 's  s e r v ic e , , , s e e in g  

th e  f l e e t  w e ll  o f f ic e r e d  t h a t  i s  now in  p re p a ra t io n ., ,w e  th in k  i t  

r e q u i s i t e  to  have a m eeting and conference  w ith  y o u r s e l f ,  and to

1 . S ik e s , L if e ,  96,
2 . S .P .4 6 /1 1 4 , f .6 6 .
3 . Roger W illiam s n o tic e d  th e  r e l ig io u s  en thusiasm  o f  th e  com m ittee. 

'The mighty war w ith  th e  D u tc h ,, , h a th  made th e  P a rliam en t s e t  S i r  
Heniy Vane and two o r  th re e  more as com m issioners to  manage th e  
w ar, which they  have done, w ith  much engaging th e  name o f  God 
w ith  them*, Knowles, 258,

4 .  Vane and Salwey were th e  C ouncil members, George Thomson and John . 
Carew th e  M .P .s , Langley th e  on ly  o th e r  a c t in g  member, a p a r t  
from th e  g e n e ra ls -a t - s e a  when they  were a v a i la b le .
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th a t  end doe (GJod w i l l in g )  re s o lv e  to  make ou r r e p a ire  down to
1

you e i th e r  on sh ip  board o r  some c o n v en ien t p la c e  asho re* .

The l a s t  sen ten ce  s e ts  th e  keynote  o f  t h e i r  p o l ic y ,  and i s  u n d e rlin e d

by l e t t e r s  a few days l a t e r ,  i n  which th e  new com m issioners to ld

Blake th ey  were g lad  he approved th e  way o f  ' c o n su ltin g  p e rs o n a lly  
2

w ith  you*, and th a t  they  d e s ire d  *in t h i s  as in  a l l  p a r t i c u l a r s  th a t

concern th e  s e rv ic e  to  have f re q u e n t and m utual correspondence w ith

you in  a l l  freedom  f o r  th e  good o f  th e  s e r v i c e * A l r e a d y  th ey  had
4

been busy on a new a c t f o r  th e  * encouragement o f  seamen*, r a i s in g

t h e i r  wages and prize-m oney and tak in g  p a r t i c u l a r  care  f o r  th e  s ic k

and wounded. Next they  tu rn e d  to  th e  O rd inances f o r  War, and on
5

t h i s  Vane once more c la sh e d  w ith  M arten.

At th e  end o f  th e  month th e  com m issioners a ssu re d  Blake they

were doing t h e i r  utm ost t h a t  'p ro v is io n s  and n e c e s s a r ie s  may be speeded 
6

to  you*. (The very  f r i e n d ly  and p io u s  to n e  which marks many o f  t h e i r  

l e t t e r s  i s  q u i te  u n lik e  th o se  from th e  o ld  A dm iralty  sub-com m ittee o f  

th e  C ouncil o f S t a t e . )  They had been anxious to  go down to  B lake a t

1 . Bodl. Rawl. A 227, f . 1 .
2 . I b id . . f . 2 v .  23 Dec.
3 . I b i d . . f .2 v - 3 .
4 . The C ouncil appo in ted  Vane to p u t th i s  m a tte r  b e fo re  p a r l ia m e n t,

bu t a c tu a l ly  V diitelocke d id  so . GSED.1652-3 , 39. C J .v i i ,  231.
5 . C J .v i i ,  235. 24 D ec, A r t .  x x iv , o v e r which Vane and M arten d i f f e r e d ,  

i s  g iv en  in  G a rd in e r, L e t te r s  and P ap ers  r e l a t i n g  to  th e  F i r s t  
D utch War, Navy R ecords S o c ., 1906, i i i ,  298, b u t th e re  i s  no 
in d ic a t io n  o f th e  cause o f  th e  d isag reem en t. These a r t i c l e s  were 
th e  f i r s t  c o d if ic a t io n  o f  n av a l law . W.M. Clowes, Royal Navy,
1898, i i ,  98-101.

6 . Rawl. A 227, f .3 v .  27 D ec.
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1
Portsm outh e v e r  s in c e  they  had been ap p o in ted , but had been d e ta in e d

by th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f see in g  through  p a rliam e n t th e  * encouragement to

seamen* a c t ,  th e  o rd in an ces o f w ar, and th e  m easures f o r  supp ly in g  the

f l e e t  w ith  money. On 29 December, however, th e y  w rote t h a t  th ey  hoped

to  leave  on 3 Ja n u a iy  and ended t h e i r  l e t t e r  by p io u s ly  c o n g ra tu la t in g
2

them selves on the  good r e l a t i o n s  m u tua lly  p r e v a i l in g .  On th e

p r in c ip le  o f  t r u s t i n g  God and keeping  y ou r powder d ry , a l e t t e r  o f

th e  same day accedes to  Commis s io n e r  P e t t  * s re q u e s t t h a t  th e  sh ip -w rig h ts
3

shou ld  be a llow ed  to  work on Sundays*

4  Ja n u a iy  1633 $he s p e c ia l  com m issioners were a t  Chatham, 

i n s t r u c t in g  H utchinson to send down £12,000 in  t h e i r  coaches, which
4

th ey  had sen t back to  London f o r  th e  puipose* They re p o r te d  to  th e

C ouncil o f  S ta te  th a t  they  found th e  seamen *in some d is te m p e rs , c a l l in g
3

f o r  t h e i r  pay , b e ing  many m onths due to  them *. But they d id  n o t pay

th e  s a i lo r s  a l l  t h e i r  due, f o r  th e  men would prom ptly  have gone home,

bu t k ep t back two months* pay and d isb u rse d  th e  r e s t  on sh ip -b o a rd , and
6

th en  on iy  a f t e r  th e  sh ip s had been pu t in to  c o n d it io n . The com m issioners 

decided  th a t  p o l i t i c a l  a g i t a t io n  was behind th e  sa ilo rs *  d is c o n te n t -

1 . Ib id * . f . 1 .
2 .  I b i d . y f  . 4 v .  \
3 . I b id , , f ,3 . ,  \  ♦
4# # 6 ,
3 . l b i d . , f . 7 v .
6 . I b i d .  lO v - l l .
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th e  men were m utinous ‘upon p re te n ce  o f  t h e i r  pay , but in  t r u th  

d e s iro u s  upon th e  r e c e iv in g  o f  t h e i r  money to  g e t o u t o f  th e  s e rv ic e  

a t  p r e s e n t ,  s e t  on as may be su sp ec ted  by m alignan t s p i r i t s  d i s - a f f e c te d  

to  p a rliam e n t *.

On 8 Ja n u a iy  they  were back a t  W h iteh a ll; i t  was a S a tu rday , b u t
1

th ey  were a t  work, sending  B lake in t e l l i g e n c e .  A week l a t e r  they  

were t e l l i n g  him t h a t  in  view o f  th e  news from H olland  he would under­

s ta n d  'w hat g re a t  concernment i t  i s  to  th e  S ta te  to  have a f l e e t  sp e e d ily
2

a t  sea  to  in te r c e p t  th e  re tu rn  o f  Tromp*. The u su a l  work o f  v ic tu a l l in g

and p ro v id in g  o th e r  s u p p lie s  went on , and on th e  26th  they were back

a t  Chatham ag a in , c o n fe r r in g  w ith  Blake ( a r r iv in g  in o p p o rtu n e ly  on a

day o f  p ra y e r ) ,  ap p o in tin g  new c le rk s  o f  th e  Cheque and w r i t in g  u rg en t
5

l e t t e r s  to  th e  T reasu iy  Commissioners re p re se n tin g  th e  need f o r  money.

The lig h th o u se  k e e p e rs , who had been in s t r u c te d  to  confuse th e  Dutch by

changing t h e i r  l i g h t s ,  were o rd ered  to  r e s to re  them to  t h e i r  o ld  p o s i t io n s
6

now th a t  the  E n g lish  f l e e t  was p u t t in g  to s e a . The Commissioners 

in fo  imed th e  C ouncil o f  S ta te  th a t  th ey  were sending  one o r  more o f  

t h e i r  number to  c o n su lt  w ith  th e  C ouncil about th e  command of th e  f l e e t .  

The com m issioners would a r r iv e  a t  8 o r  9 p.m . -  i f  t h a t  was too l a t e

1 . I b id . . f . 12.
2 . I b id . . f . 14. 13 J a n .
3 . I b id . . f . 20. 27 J a n .
4 . I b id »
3 . I b i d . . f .23» The navy t r e a s u r e r 's  a g e n ts , they  w ro te , *dare h a rd ly

show t h e i r  f a c e s ,  o r  keep in  t h e  o f f ic e * .
6 . I b i d . . f .2 4 .
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1
f o r  th e  C o u n c il, could  an e a r ly  morning m eeting  be arranged?

Salwey was se n t to  London, and d id  a m ag n ific e n t jo b , f in d in g  men

f o r  th e  f l e e t ,  and what was n e a r ly  as im p o rta n t, c lo th e s  and beds 
2

f o r  them. The o th e r  com m issioners went on board the  f la g s h ip ,
3

to  * h a s te n  t h e i r  p u t t in g  to  sea*, a t  Queenbo rough, and th en  back

a t  Chatham w rote a t  m idn igh t to  B lake, t e l l i n g  him th e  good news th a t

one thousand  s o ld ie r s  from Cromwell* s and In g o ld s by* s reg im en ts were

coming to  the  f l e e t ,  th e  I r i s h  and S c o t t is h  Committee having  t h i s  in  
4

hand. The G e n e ra ls -a t- s e a  were anxious about th e  p ro p o r tio n  o f  s a i lo r s

to  landsm en, and th e  com m issioners r e p l ie d :  *As soon as  we rec e iv e d

your l e t t e r  th e  l a s t  n ig h t we o rd ered  y o u r d e s i r e s  p u t in  ex ecu tio n

concern ing  th e  p ro p o rtio n  o f  land  s o ld ie r s  unto  each sh ip  i n  the l i s t  
5

you s e n t up* . They w ro te  to  Blake to  t e l l  him th a t  Tromp in ten d ed

to  convey th e  merchant sh ip s  home befo re  th e  E n g lish  f l e e t  cou ld  g e t o u t
6

o f p o r t ,  and th e re fo re  u rged  him to  p u t to  sea .

On th e  morning fo llo w in g  t h e i r  m idnight l e t t e r  o f F rid ay  to  th e
7 8 g e n e ra ls  they  l e f t  f o r  London, having f i r s t  w r i t te n  to  B lake . They

1 . I b i d . , f .2 2 . A l l  th re e  g e n e ra ls  were eag e r to  take  p a r t  in  th e  
e x p ed itio n  a g a in s t  Tromp.

2 . I b id . . f .2 6 v - 2 7 .
3 . l b i d .,2 6 -2 6 v . 3 Feb.
4 . I b id ..2 7 v .
5 . I b id ..2 8 -2 8 v , 4  Feb.
6 . I b id . . f . 7 v ,  2 Feb .
7 . I b id . , f .2 9 .
8 . I b i d . . f . 28.
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1
re p o r te d  to  th e  C ouncil t h a t  a fte rn o o n . L a te r  th a t  even ing

they w ro te  ag a in  to  th e  G en era ls , commenting v /ith  a s p e r i ty  t h a t

they  had met on t h e i r  way to  London one C ap ta in  H a r r is ,  * d istem pered
2

i n  drink* and they  had moved th e  C ouncil o f  S ta te  to  d ism iss  him .

They had w r i t te n  to  P a rlia m e n t the  same day from Chatham. Vane

signed  every  s in g le  l e t t e r ,  but so d id  Langley and Carew, and Salwey
4when he v/as not *on m iss io n * .

When p a rliam e n t met a f t e r  th e  weekend, on Tuesday, Vane re p o rte d  

on th e  s t a t e  o f th e  f l e e t ,  and on vhat th e  com m issioners had been d o in g .

The House e v id e n tly  a p p re c ia te d , as w e ll  i t  m ight, how g r e a t  had been 

h is  e f f o r t s ,  and those  o f  h is  fe llow -com m issioners, th e  navy com m issioners,
c

and the  sh ip -w rlg h ts , and warm thanks w ere g iven  to  them a l l .  The

f iv e  com m issioners w rote th e  same day to  th e  G enera ls , d e sp a tch in g

th e  v o te s  o f  th an k s, and ask ing  how the com m issioners cou ld  be kep t
6

in  touch  w ith  th e  f l e e t  a t  s e a .  They a lso  w rote on th e  same day to  

the  navy com m issioners, i n s t r u c t in g  them to  o b ta in  £400 on im prest 

from H utchinson fo r  th e  s ic k  and wounded; Vane had been depu ted  by the  

C ouncil o f  S ta te  to  ask p a rliam e n t to  p ro v id e  money f o r  t h i s  need -  he
7

had e v id e n tly  spoken o f  i t  a t  the Saturday a fte rn o o n  m eeting .

1 . I b i d . , f .2 9 v .  The c le r k  f a i l e d  to  e n te r  a l l  th e  l e t t e r s  on th e  p ro p e r
day a t  t h i s  time -  d o u b tle ss  th e  p re s su re  o f  b u s in e ss  was too g r e a t ,

2 . I b i d . . f . 29.
3 . I b i d . . f . 29v .
4 . I b i d . , passim ,
5 . C J .v i i .  236. 8 Feb .
6 . B odl. Rawl. A 227, f .2 9 v .
7 . I b i d . . f . 30 ; CSED.1632- 3 . 134.
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The correspondence co n tin u ed  in  f u l l  sp a te  a l l  th rough  F eb ru a iy , 

g iv in g  a v iv id  p ic tu r e  o f  the in d u s try  and e f f ic ie n c y  o f th e  new 

com m issioners. One se es  them f in d in g  o f f i c e r s ,  ("men f e a r in g  God, 

f a i t h f u l  to  th e  S ta te " ) ,  f o r  a Dutch p r i z e ,  a rran g in g  means o f  

keeping  in  touch w ith  th e  g e n e r a ls - a t - s e a ,  sending them news o f  

Tromp"s w hereabouts, e n q u ir in g  why sh ip s  a ss ig n ed  to  th e  f l e e t
i

have not y e t  a r r iv e d , o rd e r in g  ammunition to  be b rought from H u ll -

a c e a s e le s s  s tream  o f  l e t t e r s  poured o u t o f  th e  Navy O ff ic e . O bviously

th e  same f iv e  men, Vane, Carew, Salwey, Thomson and L angley , were
2

working n ig h t and d ay . Between 18 and 20 February th e  two-days

b a t t l e  o f f  P o r tla n d  was fo u g h t, and a moving l e t t e r  from  G eneral

Deane was s e n t , no t to th e  A dm iralty  com m issioners in  g e n e ra l, but

to  Vane, ap p ea lin g  to  him to  tak e  s te p s  to  a s s i s t  th e  fa m ilie s  o f
3

th e  dead and wounded. The admir a l ty  com m issioners w ro te  s t r a ig h t

4away to  th e  g e n e ra ls - a t - s e a  to  re a s s u re  them on th i s  head , and a t
3

the  same tim e to navy com m issioner V/illoughby a t  Portsm outh , w ith

1 . B od l. Rawl, A 227, f f .3 5 v .  3&v, 33v, 37v.
2 . One l e t t e r  o f 14 F eb . has "S a t. n igh t*  by th e  d a te .
3 . S .P .46 /114, f . 123 . *I know your a f f e c t io n  to the  poor widows o f

th e  seamen nov/ s l a i n e . . . i s  such t h a t  you need n e i th e r  p ro v o ca tio n
no r a n ie  remembrance, y e t  fe a r in g  l e s t  m u ltitu d e  o f b u sin ess  may 
p re v e n t th e  speedy s e t t l i n g  th e r e o f ,  I  have th e re fo re  presumed
to  o f f e r  to  your th o u g h ts  w hether a p re s e n t  o rd e r o f  p a rliam en t to  
th e  e f f e c t  fo llo w in g  may no t be n e c e ssa ry * . n .d .  bu t th e  l e t t e r s  
below a re  obv io u sly  answers to  i t#

4 . B odl. Rawl. A 227, f .4 C v -4 l. 20 Feb .
3 . I b id .  . f . 41 .
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f u l l  i n s t r u c t io n s  on th i s  m a t te r .  The nex t day was a Monday, and 

p a rliam en t was n o t s i t t i n g ,  bu t when i t  met on Tuesday, Vane 

d e liv e re d  an account o f  th e  b a t t l e .  While he was i n  th e  Commons
2 3

th e  o th e r  th re e  s igned  l e t t e r s ,  bu t he re tu rn e d  l a t e r  in  th e  d ay .

Next day they  w rote th a t  r e f i t t i n g  the  f l e e t  w ould be an ’e x tra o rd in a ry  
4

d i f f i c u l iy * ,  n e v e r th e le s s  they s e t  to  work to  do so , in s t r u c t in g
3 6

mayors o f  p o r t  towns to  o b ta in  seamen, and t r y in g  to  o b ta in  ordnance,
7

b u t not r e la x in g  t h e i r  c a re  fo r  th e  s ic k  and v/ounded. The la rg e
8

numbers o f  Dutch p r is o n e rs  had a lso  to  be d e a l t  w ith .
9

On 1 March the  com m issioners h u r r ie d  down to  P ortsm ou th , to

see th e  s i tu a t io n  th e re  f o r  them selves, re p o r t in g  back to  London

the alm ost overwhelming needs o f  th e  f l e e t ,  and doing  much o th e r  
10

work b e s id e s .  They l e f t  fo u r  days l a t e r ,  w r i t in g  ^  ro u te  to

London, a t  G u ild fo rd , to  th e  C ouncil o f  S ta te  about sending  an o th e r
11

p h y s ic ia n  to  B lake. On Tuesday 8 March Vane was p re s e n t  a t  the

1 . C J .v i i ,  261 . The C ouncil o f  S ta te  had o rd ered  him to  do so th e  
same day. CSPD.1632-3. 177.

2 . B odl. Rawl. A 227, f .4 2 -4 2 v .
3 . I b id . , and f  .4 3 .
4 . I b id . , f  .44 .
3 . I b id . , f . 4 ^ .  26 Feb.
6 . I b i d .
7 . I b i d . , f .46v. Ib id .4 7 -4 7 v . 2 Mar.
8 . I b id . , f .4 7 .
9 . I b id . . f . 48 , 30 .
10. I b id . , f  f  .48v-49v.
11. I b i d . , f . 30 . D r. W h is tle r  was se n t to  B lake n o t, as Beadon (^Robert

B lak e . 1935, I 86) sa y s , a t  th e  in s ta n c e  of the  navy com m issioners,
bu t a t  th e  su g g estio n  o f  Vane and h i s  fe llo w  ad m ira lty  com m issioners.
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th e  C ouncil o f  S ta te ,  when th e  C ouncil sa n c tio n ed  r e s o lu t io n s  j o in t ly

agreed  upon a t  Portsm outh  between th e  G enera ls and th e  fo u r  A dm iralty  
1

co iu n iss io n e rs . D uring th e  fo llo w in g  days, the  o ld  ta s k s  o f

o b ta in in g  ordnance, men and p ro v is io n s  were c a r r ie d  on , and c a re fu l

s c ru t in y  was made o f  th e  l i s t  o f  o f f i c e r s  drawn up by Deane and 
2

Monk. The need f o r  crews was d e s p e ra te , and a new a c t  f o r  p re s s in g
3

seamen was rushed  th rough  p a rliam en t in  one day , g iv in g  th e  p r e s s -  

m as te rs  and o th e rs  w ider pow ers. The com m issioners now had to  see th a t
4

the  a c t  was p u t in to  f o r c e ,  bu t f i s h  f o r  th e  f l e e t ,  appointm ents o f 

s h ip ’s o f f i c e r s ,  and th e  in v e s t ig a t io n  o f  the  burning o f  th e  ’F a i r f a x ’
5

f ig u re d  alm ost as la r g e ly  in  t h e i r  co rrespondence . At l a s t  they 

found tim e to  ex p ress  t h e i r  a p p re c ia tio n  o f  th e  b e e r w ith  which a 

k in d ly  army c o lo n e l had su p p lie d  them when they  were a t  Portsm outh  

more than  a f o r tn ig h t  b e fo re , and a hosghead o f  F rench  wine ( to g e th e r

w ith  th e  two empty hogsheads and a hamper o f  b o t t l e s )  were despatched
6 7 

to  him. On 24 March Vane was n o t w ith  h is  fe llow -com m issioners,

d o u b tle ss  because peace o v e r tu re s  from H olland and Z eeland were being
8 9

d isc u sse d  in  th e  House, but he was back nex t day. The work o f

1. B odl. Rawl. A 227, f .3 2 v .
2 . I b i d . . f .3 0 -36 .
3 . C J .v i i ,  269 . 18 Mar.
4 . B odl. Rawl. A 227, f .3 6 v .
3 . I b i d . . f f . 37. 37v, 38 .
6. I b i d . . f . 39 . 23 Mar,
7 . I b i d . . f f . 3 9 v .  60.
8 . C J .v i i ,  271.
9 . B od l. Rawl, A 227, f .6 0 v - 6 l .
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supp ly ing  the  f l e e t  and tra n s m it t in g  in te l l ig e n c e  went on; some

days were more d i f f i c u l t  than  o th e r s ,  f o r  in s ta n c e ,  when th e

c a p ta in s  o f  the  h i r e d  m erchant sh ip s  would no t accep t th e  term s 
1

o f f e r e d  them.

The Dutch now p lanned  an a t ta c k  on E ngland’s v u ln e ra b le  p o in t  -

th e  N ew castle c o a l - t r a d e .  Penn’ s f l e e t  was o rd e red  to  jo in  Lawson’ s

as convoy fo r  th e  c o a l - s h ip s ,  and on 7 A p r i l  th e  com m issioners went

down to  Gravesend to  h a s ten  th e  p re p a ra tio n s  o f  th e  h ire d  m erchant
2

sh ip s  which were to  be p a r t  o f P en n ’s f l e e t .  A f te r  what was 

d o u b tle s s  an ex h au stin g  day. Vane and h is  fe llow -com m issioners were 

roused  between 3 and 4 a.m . by F ie ld e r  and S c o t t ,  who had been se n t 

down by th e  C ouncil o f  S ta te  w ith  in te l l ig e n c e  from  Scarborough and 

th e  Low C o u n tr ie s , and w ith  in s t r u c t io n s  to c o n su lt  w ith  th e  fo u r  

com m issioners. There was ’d e b a te ’ on a l l  t h i s ,  and by 7 a.m . a 

m essenger was on h i s  way to  P en n .^  The in s t r u c t io n s  now se n t to  

Penn could  no t have been p h rased  in  more g e n e ra l term s -  he was to  

use  th e  b e s t  means he could ’be ing  upon th e  p la c e ’ to  secure  o r

1 . I b id .
2. I b id . , f . 64. 6 A p r i l .
3. I b id . . f f . 65. 65v .
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rescu e  th e c o l l i e r s ;  Penn, i f  he ev er  rece iv ed  th e  l e t t e r ,  must 

have been n y s t i f le d  as to  i t  had been s e n t , fo r  o f  course he 

knew what h is  o b je c t iv e  w as. The fo u r  commiss io n e r s  now d ic ta te d  

a l e t t e r  whose ton e i s  s tro n g ly  rem in iscen t o f  Vane’ s s a r c a s t ic  

remarks on o th er  o cc a s io n s  and m er its  q u o ta tio n , ’My Lords’ , s a id  

th e  com m issioners, ’C o lon el F ie ld e r  and Mr. Scot were w ith  us t h i s  

morning between th ree  and fou r o f  the d o  eke and have communicated unto  

us your lo r d s h ip s ’ i n s t r u c t io n s . . .whereupon we im m ediately in  ob ed ien ce  

to  you r commands se n t  th e  l e t t e r  e n c lo se d  to  V ice-a d m ira l Penn, th a t  

he may be lo s in g  no tim e t i l l  he s h a l l  r e c e iv e  your lo r d s h ip s ’ ord ers  

in  so w eighty and im portant a ju n ctu re  as t h i s  i s ,  more p a r t ic u la r ly  

to  guide him than we f in d  o u r se lv e s  a b le  to  g iv e  him , who have heard  

n oth in g  o f  the p o stu re  o f  h is  f l e e t  s in c e  our coming to t h i s  p la c e .

We have d e s ir e d  S ir  Heniy Vane, one o f  our number, to  a tten d  th e  C ouncil 

in  company o f  Mr. S co t and C ol. F ie ld e r ,  as w e l l  to  rep resen t to  them 

th e s t a t e  o f a l'fa ir s  here in  re feren ce  to the sh ip s  th a t  are to  go out 

o f  th e r iv e r ,  as to  o f f e r  to  th e  C ou n cil such th in g s  as are n e c e ssa iy  

f r r  th e f i t t i n g  them w ith  men, w hich i s  th e ir  g rea t w a n t .’ Vane 

c a r r ie d  w ith  him to  V d iiteh a ll a memorandum fo u r  o f  whose p o in ts  are  

connected  s o le ly  w ith  th e manning and o f f ic e r in g  o f  the f l e e t .  The 

f i f t h ,  however, r e f l e c t s  the i r r i t a t i o n  which had shown i t s e l f  in

1 . I b i d . , f .6 3 v .
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th e  l e t t e r ,  f o r  he v/as to  ’ re p re s e n t  to  th e  C ouncil th a t  we f in d  

t h a t  th e  g iv in g  o f  o rd e rs  to  th e  f l e e t  when a t  sea  i s  a g re a t  

h in d ran ce  to  us i n  the  speedy s e t t i n g  f o r th  o f  th e  sh ip s  i n  th e  

s e rv ic e ,  w hich i s  th e  ex ecu tiv e  p a r t  o f the  navy, w herew ith we a re  

e n tru s te d * . I t  i s  c le a r  th a t  the  com m issioners wanted to  le a v e  

n a v a l t a c t i c s  to  th e  m an -o n -th e-sp o t, having p ro v id ed  him w ith  th e  

means o f c a rry in g  them o u t ,  w h ile  th e  C ouncil o f  S ta te ,  on th e  

o th e r  hand, though t i t  should  have a hand in  th e s e  im portan t d e c is io n s , 

S ig n ic ic a n t ly  i t  v/as Vane who was s e n t to argue w ith  the  C o u n c il.

L a te r  th a t  day th e  com m issioners s t i l l  a t  Gravesend wrote to  Vane 

a t  W h iteh a ll to  t e l l  him t h a t  Penn had l e f t  M argate b e fo re  th e  

m essenger a r r iv e d  t h a t  m orning, so : * a lthough  we doubt n o t b u t th e

C ouncil have se n t t h e i r  o rd e rs  b e fo re  t h i s  comes to  your hands, y e t  

l e s t  any n e g le c t  m ight l i e  upon u s ,  we p re s e n tly  de (patched  away th e

m essenger in  a k e tc h , v ^ c h  we hope i f  the  wind h o ld  w i l l  be a t  S o le
2 3

b e fo re  tomorrow n ig h t* . . The C ouncil o f S ta te  rec o rd  i s  com plete ly

c o lo u r le s s ,  and t e l l s  us n o th in g  o f  th e  l iv e ly  in te rv ie w  t h a t  must

have taken  p la c e  between Vane and th e  C ounc il.

1 . I b id . , f . 66.
2 . I b id . , f .6 6 v .
3 . CS£D.1652- 3 . 268 .
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He d id  n o t s ta y  in  London, f o r  he was back a t  Gravesend n e x t
1

day . He must have re tu rn e d  to  London, however, on th a t  d ay , a

S a tu rday , o r  on th e  Sunday, f o r  on Monday he and th re e  o th e r

com m issioners were a t  th e  Navy O ff ic e , whence a very  sharp  l e t t e r
2

to  Cromwell h im se lf  was d e sp a tc h ed . Croimvell had been asked on

1 A p ril  to  o rd e r  th a t  th e  men o f  In g o ld sb y * s reg im ent who were to  jo in

th e  f l e e t  should  be despatched  to  Portsm outh ,^  and l a t e r  th e  men

from h is  own reg im en t had a lso  been s e n t .  He v/as now t a r t l y  inform ed

t h a t  h is  s o ld ie r s  had been accompanied by no o f f i c e r s  and th a t  no

c lo th e s  o r bedding  had been p ro v id ed  f o r  them. He was re q u e s te d  to

g ive  o rd e rs  t h a t  th o se  s o ld ie r s  v/ho had a lread y  gone and th o se  who

m ight be se n t l a t e r ,  should  be p ro p e rly  s u p p lie d .

Next day th e  com m issioners w rote to  th e  g e n e ra ls  o f th e  f l e e t

e x p la in in g  th e  reaso n  f o r  t h e i r  p e rso n a l v i s i t s  to  th e  p o r t s ,  *We

f in d in g  by ex p erien ce ,*  they  r e g r e t f u l ly  a d m itte d , * th a t th e  c a p ta in s

a re  slow enough in  t h e i r  p re p a ra t io n s ,  u n le ss  th ey  be under a c o n tin u a l 

4in s p e c t io n .* Navy pay , f i s h  and o th e r  v i c t u a l s ,  i n te l l ig e n c e ,

c o n g ra tu la t io n s  to  navy com m issioner Nehemiah Bourne, a re  th e  su b je c ts
5

o f  l e t t e r s  in  th e  fo llo w in g  week. The l a s t  l e t t e r  signed  by Vane i s

1 . Bodl. Rav/1, A 227, f .6 6 v , 9 A p r i l .
2 . I b id . , f . 6 7 .  11 A p r i l ,
3 . I b id . , f .6 2 . I t  may be s ig n i f ic a n t  th a t  he had to  be asked to  do th is ,
4 . I b i d .,6 7 v . 12 A p r i l .
5 . Ib id ..6 8 -6 9 v .
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d a te d  18 A p r i l ;  th e  19th  was a Sunday. On th e  20 th  Cromwell

d is s o lv e d  th e  Rump, and Vane’s long o f f i c i a l  co n n ec tio n  w ith  the

navy was ended f o r  s e v e ra l  y e a r s .  On 22 A p r i l  Salwey and Langley

w rote  to  B lake, Beane and Monk. Beane had w r i t te n  wondering w hether

anyone a t  t h i s  tim e w o rried  about th e  f l e e t ,  and th e  two com m issioners

r e p l i e d :  'S i r  Henry Vane being gone to th e  c o u n try , and C ol. Thomson

be ing  no t a t  p re s e n t  v /ith  u s , and Mr. Langley be ing  i l l ,  who y e t  we

ex p ec t suddenly w ith  u s , we a re  n e c e s s i ta te d  to  d e sp a tc h  t h i s  to  you 
1

from  o u rs e lv e s , to  l e t  you know t h a t  through  G od's a s s is ta n c e  c a re  

w i l l  be con tinued  f o r  your encouragem ent and fu r th e ra n c e  in  th e  p re s e n te
2 3

s e r v i c e ' .  ' L a te r  t h a t  day Thomson re -a p p ea red , Langlqy re tu rn e d
4

a f t e r  a b r ie f  ab sen ce , and the work went on as b e fo re ,  though perh ap s
3n o t w ith  q u ite  th e  same energy .

The r e -o rg a n is a t io n  o f  the  navy which took p la c e  in  th e  c r i t i c a l  

f iv e  months Becemberl 632-A pril 1653 was c le a r ly  th e  work o f  th e  s p e c ia l  

com m issioners f o r  th e  A dm iralty  and Navy appo in ted  in  Becember 1652.

I t  depended on a c a r e f u l  survey and m o b il is a tio n  o f  re so u rce s  o f  man­

power and m a te r ia ls ,  a keen a p p re c ia t io n  o f the  param ount im portance

1 . They were n o t a quorum, which re q u ire d  th re e  members, o f  whom one
m ust be an M.P. G J .v i i ,  228.

2 . A b r i e f e r  v e rs io n  i s  i n  CSPD.1652-31 289. B odl. Rawl. A 227, # .7 0
g iv e s  th e  l e t t e r  i n  f u l l ,

3 . I b i d . . f . 70-71.
4 . I b id . , f .71V. 25 A p r i l .
5 . I b id . , f .72 s e q . The fo u r  months b e fo re  V ane 's d is m is s a l  occupy 70

f o l io s  in  B odl. Rawl. A 227, th e  fo u r  months a f t e r  h is  d is m is s a l
only  56 .
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o f  f in a n c e , and, as i t s  fo u n d a tio n , p e rs o n a l c o n s u lta t io n  v /ith  the

commanders, and p e rs o n a l su p e rv is io n  o f  th e  v/ork in  th e  p o r ts  and

dockyards. The rep lacem en t o f  th e  clumsy A dm iralty  com m ittee

o f  th e  C ouncil o f S ta te  by a more w orkable group o f f iv e  o r s ix

know ledgeable com m issioners made the  ta s k  e a s ie r ,  and was p a r t ly

a t  l e a s t  due to  Vane. The su ccess iv e  phases o f C iv i l  'War and

Commonwealth a d m in is tra t io n  o f  th e  S ta te  navy become c l e a r e r  when

the e x ta n t  rec o rd s  o f  i t s  comm ittees a re  examined, and so does the

f a c tu a l  b a s is  fo r  th e  c la im  o f te n  made, but no t s u b s ta n t ia te d ,  t h a t
1

Vane was an able a d m in is t r a to r .  I t  i s  h a rd ly  p o s s ib le  to  doubt 

th a t  th e  devo tion  and e n e rg ie s  o f the  com m issioners o f  th e  A dm iralty 

and Navy, who v/ere g iven  a f a i r l y  f r e e  hand in  December 1652, were 

la r g e ly  res^^jonsible fo r  th e  l a t e r  E n g lish  v ic to r ie s  i n  th e  f i r s t  Dutch 

War, and t h a t  among th e s e  men Vane h e ld  th e  p rem ier p la c e .

i .  E .g . M. A shley, G rea tn ess  of O liv e r  Cromwell, 1958, 137.
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App. A.

A n a ly sis  o f a tte n d a n c e s  a t  A dm iralty  Committee, 23 Peb .l650  to  

20 A p r i l  1655» (From S .P .2 5 /1 2 3 , B odl. Rawl. A 225, 226 , 227).

N o te . The p e r io d  covered by th e  ta b le  i s  t h a t  du ring  which th e  

c le r k  e n te re d  th e  a tten d a n ce s  o f  th e  members. In  most months 

hoV/ever th e re  w ere two o r  th ree  days on which th e  c le rk  fo rg o t 

to  e n te r  th e  names o f those  a tte n d in g  th e  C om m ittee 's m eeting , and 

i t  o c c a s io n a lly  happens th a t  no s ig n a tu re s  fo r  l e t t e r s  a re  g iven  

f o r  th a t  day e i t h e r .  The f ig u r e s  i n  b ra c k e ts  in d ic a te  the p ro b ab le  

number o f  com m ittee m eetings d u rin g  th e  month ; where the  o rd e r  

book reco rd s  o n ly  one w arran t o r  an unim portan t l e t t e r  o f  a ro u t in e  

n a tu re , i t  i s  assumed th a t  th e  Committee c le r k ,  o r  a Committee member 

c a l l in g  a t  th e  o f f ic e  f o r  a sh o r t  tim e , desp a tch ed  th e  b u s in e ss , 

and t h i s  has n o t been counted as a Committee m ee tin g . The 'p o s s ib le  

a tte n d a n c e s ' f ig u r e  in d ic a te s  th e  number o f m eetings f o r  which th e  

names o f  th o se  a tte n d in g ' a re  a v a i la b le ,  u su a lly  th rough  the  c l e r k 's  

re c o rd  o f  a t te n d e r s ,  but o c c a s io n a l ly , where th e  c le rk  fo rg o t t h i s  

d u ty , through  s ig n a tu re s  to  l e t t e r s ,  as g iven  i n  the o rder-book .

For 17 December 1632 onwards th e  re c o rd  o f a l l  th e  e ig h t A dm iralty  

com m issioners i s  g iv en ; f o r  th e  p rev io u s  p e r io d  th e  a tten d an ce  only 

o f  those  vho s p e a r e d  more f re q u e n tly  a t  the  Committee ; th e re  were 

many who a tte n d e d  o c c a s io n a l ly .
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YEAR. lia.
Month, PebJ Mar. A p r i l May June J u ly Aug. S ep t. O c t. Nov. D ec,

P o s s ib le
a tte n d a n c e s . 2

(2)

21

(21)

16

(18)

13

( l 6 )

6

(10)

10

(17)

14

( 16)

7

(13)

14

(21)

16

(19)

14

(17)

Vane 2 19 16 11 6 9 14 7 14 14 14

Bond 1 5' 3 3 3 11 3 11 12 13

Walton 20 16
2

1 6 3 0 0 9^ 8 2

Purefoy 2 10^ 0 0 3 9 8 1 2 8 5

C h allo n er 9 8 3 4 3 7 4 8 5 4

1 . Added to  th e  Com mittee,
2 . A bsent u n t i l  2 0 th ,
3 .  A bsent u n t i l  30©h.
4 .  A bsent a f t e r  l 6 t h .
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YEAR. 163 1 .

Month J a n . Feb. Mar. A p r i l May June Ju ly Aug.î e p t . Ic to llov . Dec.

P o s s ib le
a tte n d a n c e s .

20

( 21)

10

(10)

12

(13)

13

(19)

15

( 18)

16

( 20)

16

(22)

12

(14:

9

(9)

12

(13)

2

(13)

10

( 11 :

Vane 16 9 12 13 6^ 14 10 8 9 12 9 6

Bond 9 7 12 9 15 13 14 9 8 9 6 9

W alton 6 4 9 7 3 0 0 1 0 2 ' 8 8

P urefoy 9 6 0 0 3 ' 0 0 4 5 9 1 7

C h a llo n e r 11 3 8 3 11 4 3 6 3 2 2 6

T revor 2^ 8 7 8 11 7 5 2 5

1 . Absent a f t e r  17 th .
2 . R eturns on 2 7 th .
3 . R eturns on 2 7 th .
if. Added to  th e  Committee.
3 . Not re-nom inated  to  th e  Com mittee.
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YEAR 1652  to 26 Nov,

Month. Ja n . Feb . Mar# A p ril May June J u l ,7 Au^. S ep t. O c t. Nov. Dec.

P o s s ib le
a tte n d a n c e s . 10 11 16 12 10 7 12 10 11 11 9

(10) (12) (17) (13) ( 11) (7 ) (14 ) ( 10) (11) (12) (9) ( 0 )

Vane o' 1
0

2
8 6^ 6 6 0 0 8 9 7

Bond 8 11 12 10 6 . 2 11 3" 0
3

7 6 1
B lake 8 9 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
C halleno r 3 4 6 4 3 1 4 3 3 1 1 -§Xi

D ixw ell 1 5^ 3 0 9 9 5
A
<D(D- - —

Marten*^ 4 3 1 1 4 3 1 2 3 0 1
-P•H

0
7

Mb r  ley 6 0 8 7 7 7 3 0 3 0 4 1
7

N e v ille 6 4 6 3 3 3 • 8 3 4 3 1
8
%
w—W— — Ü •H -P 0><D--- -M--—

P urefoy 4 3 3 0 0 1 8 4 7 9 3

'ii a lto n 0 8 10 3 0 0 0 0 0 4 4

h-i
ê

1 . In  S c o tla n d .
2 . R etu rned  on 1 5 th .
3* A bsent a f t e r  I 4 th .
4 . A bsent a f t e r  1 1 th .
5 . R etu rned  on 1 1 th .
6 . Added to  Committee.
7. Nominated to  Committee in  Dec. 1651#



YEAR 1652, Dec. 1 7 ,to  18 A p r i l  1 6 5 3 .

333.

Month 1 7-31 .Dec. J a n . Feb. Mar. A p r i l .

P o s s ib le 6 18 22 19 11
a tte n d a n c e s •

. iJ, (Q (18) (22) ( 19) (1 1 ) '

Vane 6 18 22 17 10

Garew 6 13 22 IS 11

Langley 2 13 13 9 8

Salwey 4 16 13 16 3

Thomson 3 18 22 14 9

Blake • 0 3 1 0 0

Deane 0 4 1 2 0

Monk 3 0 0 1 0

(Cromwell a tte n d e d  once in  F eb . l6 5 2 , once in  A p r i l ,  and once 

in  Nov. o f  t h a t  y e a r ) .
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c h a p .v i l i .  R e lig io u s  p o lic y , 1640-1653
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Though he was ap p o in ted  to  one o r  two com m ittees on church
1

m a tte rs  in  th e  f i r s t  two months o f  th e  Long P a rlia m e n t, Vane d id

not p la y  a lea d in g  ro le  i n  r e l ig io u s  a f f a i r s  a s  e a r ly  as in  n av a l

p o l ic y . F or in s ta n c e  he was n o t a member o f  the  im p o rtan t Committee

o f  Twenty-Four s e t  up on 10 November to  fram e a ’D e c la ra tio n  o f
2

th e  S ta te  caf th e  Kingdom* ( th e  g e n es is  o f  th e  Grand R em onstrance),

though th e  d e c la r a t io n  was c le a r ly  to  cover e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  as w e ll

as p o l i t i c a l  g r ie v a n c e s . By e a r ly  February  164I ,  however, th e  House

had a h ig h e r  o p in io n  o f him ; when th e  London p e t i t io n  on episcopaqy

was d is c u s se d , and r e f e r r e d  to  th e  Committee o f  Twenty-Four, s ix  members

were aaded to the Committee, and Vane v/as one»^ Shaw i s  d o u b tle s s

r ig h t  in  in te r p r e t in g  t h i s  as an a t t e n ^ t  by the  a n t i - e p is c o p a l  members
4

to  s tre n g th e n  t h e i r  hand. D ering was one o f  th e  t e l l e r s  f o r  th e  

o p p o s itio n  to  th e  s ix ,  which makes h i s  l a t e r  accep tance o f  th e  Root 

and Branch b i l l  from th e  hands o f  Vane, H e s i l r ig e  and Cromwell a l l  the  

more s t r a n g e .  On 26 F eb ru a iy  I 64I th e  House showed Vane’ s growing 

im portance by ap p o in tin g  him , though two o th e r s  were p roposed , to  c a n y  

a re q u e s t to  th e  Lords f o r  a conference on the  a r t i c l e s  to be p re se n te d
5

in  the  impeachment o f  a rchb ishop  Laud, though th e re  i s  no re c o rd  o f

a speech from  Vane on t h i s  s u b je c t .  Even now he was n o t an in e v i ta b le
6

member o f  com m ittees on r e l ig io u s  s u b je c ts .

1 . G J . i i ,  24 , 52 , 54 .
2 . I b i d . ,2 5 .
3 . I b id . .8 1 .
4 . Shaw, i ,  42 .
5 . ^ . i i ,  93, N o te s te in , D’Swes. 412 .
6 . E .g . G J . i i ,  72, 84, 128.
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On 27 Ivfey 1641 th e  Root and Branch bi 11 v/as p u t fo rw ard  by

Da r in g ,  i n  c ircu m stan ces  which he d e sc r ib e d . The f a c t  t h a t  th e

b i l l  was t h r u s t  in to  D e rin g ’s hands by H e s i l r ig e ,  Vane and Cromwell
1

r e s t s  on D ering*s evidence a lo n e , but i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  b e lie v e

th a t  he would have f a b r ic a te d  such a s to iy ,  and p u t i t  in to  p r i n t .

The in c id e n t  r e v e a ls  som ething o f  Vane*s p o s i t io n  a t  th e  tim e -

n e i th e r  h e , H e s i l r ig e  nor Cromwell c a r r ie d  enough w eight in  th e  House

to  p re se n t a b i l l ;  D ering  d id .  I t  a lso  shows t h a t  th e  th re e  men

were a c tin g  th u s  e a r ly  in  c o l la b o ra t io n .  D e r in g ’s purpose was to

use the  b i l l  a s  a le v e r  to  fo rc e  th e  Lords to g iv e  way eind allow  the
2

ex c lu s io n  o f  h ie  b ishops from  s e c u la r  j u r i s d ic t io n *  He does no t 

in d ic a te  t h a t  Vane, Cromwell and H e s i l r ig e  had any such s im i l a r  

m oderate in te n t io n .  I t  must be remembered t h a t  D erin g ’ s book was h o tly  

a tta c k e d  i n  th e  House, and he was censured  f o r  i t* ^  Presum ably 

H e s i l r ig e ,  Vane and Ciomwell d id  no t accep t D e rin g ’ s v e rs io n  o f 

e v e n ts . I n c id e n ta l ly  S i r  C h ris to p h e r  Yfray, Vane’ s f a th e r - in - la w , 

v/as one o f  th e  t e l l e r s  fo r  th o se  who wished to  censure  D ering , and
4

i t  was Cromwell vho moved t h a t  the  book should  be b u rn t , which was done.

T. E 197.
2 . A. S v e r i t t ,  Kent and i t s  G entry . 164O-60 , Ph.D . t h e s i s ,  London, 1957, 

111-2; Shaw, i ,  79.
3 . H a r l .162 , f . 366 , 2 F e b .1642 .
4 . I b id .  , f .3 6 6 v . In  th e  v a lu a b le  th e s is  above mentioned D r. E v e r i t t  

quo tes D ering  as a s s e r t in g  th a t  th e  Kent p e t i t i o n  f o r  Root and Branch 
a b o l i t io n  o f ep iscopacy  v/as founded on a copy sen t dov/n from  London 
(u t  sup . ,1 0 8 -9 ) . Was t h i s  a lso  o rg an ised  by the  p rom oters o f  th e  
Root and Branch b i l l ?  The o p p o rtu n ity  f o r  D e rin g ’ s p re s e n ta tio n
o f  the  b i l l  was p ro v id ed  by a p e t i t i o n  from L in c o ln sh ire  p re se n te d  
by S i r  Edward Ayscough (C J» ii,159 )>  who was S i r  C h ris to p h e r Y/ray’ s 
b ro th e r - in - la w . D ering  says th a t  th e  p e t i t i o n  was a ’f a i r  
inv item ent*  to  him t o 'i s s u e  f b r th  th e  b i l l  th en  in  m y  hand’ .
Shaw, o£ . c i t .
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A p r i n te d  s e p a ra te  o f  a speech on 11 Ju n e  l6 if1 , d u r in g  th e

d e b a te s  on th e  R oot and B ranch b i l l ,  was p u b lis h e d , as V ane’ s,"*
2

and has been accep ted  by a l l  h i s  modem b io g ra p h e rs , b u t th e r e  i s

no re c o rd  o f  th e  d e l iv e r y  o f  th e  sp e e c h ,^  and i t  seems h ig h ly  d o u b tfu l

w hether Vane e v e r  made i t .  As p r in te d  t h i s  lu c id  c a r e f u l l y  a rra n g ed

sp eech , w ith  i t s  v e ry  t e l l i n g  argum ents, i s  c e r t a in ly  a v e ry  a b le

a t ta c k  on e p isc o p a c y . I t  i s  u n d e rs ta n d a b le  t h a t  Vane, o r  one o f  h is

f r i e n d s ,  sh o u ld  want i t  p r i n t e d .

E a r ly  i n  June 1641 he was f o r  th e  l l r s t  tim e  a member o f  a

• d i r e c t i n g ’ com m ittee , a p a r t  from  com m ittees on n a v a l a f f a i r s ,  and t h i s
4

was a com m ittee on r e l i g i o u s  p o l ic y .  On 21 Ju n e  he b ro u g h t in

i i i s  i in p o r ta n t amendment to  th e  Root and B ranch b i l l  -  ’ some o f  th e  c l e r g i e

and some o f  th e  l a i t i e ’ w ere  ’ to  e x e r c is e  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l l  j u r i s d i c t i o n
3

in  e v e r ie  s h i r e  f o r  a t im e * . Tne p ro p o s a l  was a r e v o lu t io n a iy  one -  

D’Ewes* f i r s t  n o te ,  l a t e r  e ra s e d , c a l le d  i t  ’ a new governm ent o f  th e  

c h u rc h ’ -  b u t  th e  house ad op ted  i t  on 12 J u ly  in  an even more r a d i c a l

1 . E 198( 2 ) .  I f  spoken a t  a d l  t h e  speech  m ust have been d e l iv e r e d  on 
12 J u n e , f o r  i t  rem inded i t s  h e a re r s  t h a t  th e  day b e fo re  th e  House 
had v o te d  ep isco p acy  to  be an  im pedim ent to  th e  p e r f e c t  re fo im a tio n  
and grow th o f  r e l i g i o n .  T h is r e s o lu t io n  was p a sse d  on 11 Ju n e  
( C J , i i ,1 7 3 ) .  Shaw a s s ig n s  Vane’ s sp eech  to  12 J u n e , p resum ably  f o r  
t h i s  r e a s o n .  Shaw, i ,  86 .

2 . E .g .H bsm er,1 4 2 ; . W illc o c k s , 104-5 ; I r e l a n d ,  160 .
3 .  I t  i s  n o t  i n  D’Ev/es (H a r l . l6 3  f .3 0 6 ) ,  n o r  in  P e y to n ’ s d i a i y .

A l l  V ane’s lo n g e r  sp e ec h es  seem, l i k e  t h i s  one , to have an 
e x tre m e ly  lo g ic a l  arrangem ent w hich i s  c o v e r t ly  o r  o v e r t ly  
m a th e m a tic a l. He m arsh a ls  h i s  argum ents under num bered h e ad in g s , 
and i t  i s  easy  to  see  t h a t  he had  f i n a n c i a l  a b i l i t y .

4 . 165 .
5 . H a r l .163 , f .3 3 7 .
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1form under vh ich  a l l  th e  com m issioners would be laymen#

H is resentm ent a g a in s t  the b ish op s showed i t s e l f  w ith out d is g u is e

in  August o f  th a t  y ea r  when he moved th a t  the House might ' f a l l  upon th e
2

impeachment o f  th e B ishopps to g iv e  t h e ir  o ffen c e  a name or s t i l e . *

The impeachment o f  the b ishops had so  fa r  apoken on ly  o f  'o p p ressio n  o f  

the C lergy o f  t h is  realm , and o th er  h is  m ajesty*s s u b je c t s ,  and in  contempt 

o f  th e k in g , and law s o f  t h is  Kingdom* Pelham, h is  fellow-m em ber 

fo r  H u ll, fo llo w ed  im m ediately a f te r  Vane, in  a way v/hich g iv e s  a 

stron g  im p ression  o f  pre-arrangem ent, to  d ec la re  th a t  'They th a t d id  

anything th a t i s  a g a in s t  the p rero g a tiv e  o f  the K in g .. . t h e  r ig h ts  o f  

p a r l ia m e n t . . . i s  tr ea so n , which he c o n ce iv ed  th a t t h is  i s * .  To 

impeach the b ishops on a charge o f  trea so n  w ould  have been to endanger 

th e ir  l i v e s ;  the presum ption i s  th a t  Vane would have been m l l i n g  to  

go thus f a r .  S erjea n t Wyld argued s tr o n g ly  fo r  making the charge one 

o f  Praem unire. but th e  House was e v id e n t ly  u n w illin g  to  c a te g o r is e  

i t s  ch arges a g a in st  th e  b ishops more p r e c is e ly  than i t  had done, and 

when th e  m atter was brought up again  in  October th e  House d e c lin e d  to
4

name th e  bishops* o f fe n c e ,  or to f i x  a day fo r  d is c u s s in g  the su b ject#

There was a lso  a p ro v iso  th a t  i f  th e  m atter were brought up again  

i t  must be a f te r  10 a.m# -  perhaps Pelham and those who thought l ik e  

him t r ie d  to take advantage o f  a h a lf-em p ty  h ou se.

1 . I b id . , f  .393vq There i s  a d iscrepancy here between the Commons 
J o u r n a ls , which in d ic a te  th e p a ss in g  o f  th e  c la u se  on 10 J u ly .  
( c j . i i ,^ 0 5 )  and D 'Ew es. But th e J o u rn a ls  re feren ce  to  
'com m issioners to be named in  t h i s  act* may perhaps have been 
d e fin e d  on 12 J u ly .

2 . H a r l.1 64, f . 8 .  8 Aug. Shaw does n ot d e a l w ith  t h is  in c id e n t .
3 . G J . i i ,  235.
4 . I b i d . , 295>
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In  Septem ber, on in fo rm a tio n  from Pelham , th e  House d e c id ed  to  

ask f o r  a con fe rence  v /ith  th e  Lords concern ing  th e  p re v e n tio n  o f
1

• s u p e r s t i t io u s  in n o v a tio n s • ,  and Vane was th e  Commons* m essenger.

A few weeks l a t e r  he spoke in  favou r o f s e q u e s te r in g  th e  v o te s  in  th e

Lords o f  th e  b isliops who had been impeached; Cromwell seconded him on 
2

t h i s  o c c a s io n . He was one o f  th e  committee who were to  p re p a re  fo r

a oonference v /ith  the  Upper House on t h i s  b i l l , ^  and was th e  H o u se*s
4

m essenger to  th e  L ords. On 20 November, when th e  Commons had decided
5

th a t  c e r ta in  named p a p is ts  shou ld  be a r r e s te d  (an  a fte rm a th  o f  th e

I r i s h  r e b e l l i o n ) ,  he moved t h a t  t h e i r  names shou ld  be se n t to  th e  Lords,

so th a t  th e  Lords* concurrence  in  the  a r r e s t s  should  be o b ta in e d , and
6

v/as aga in  s e n t  as th e  m essenger to  th e  Upper House.

For l i g h t  on V ane's p a r t  in  th e  Grand Remonstrance v/e tu rn  to  th e

Commons J o u r n a ls . In  February  l641 he was added to  th e  o r ig in a l
7

November com m ittee f o r  d r a f t in g  a d e c la r a t io n ,  bu t the  e n la rg e d

committee d id  n o th in g , and on 23 J u ly  i t  was o rd e red  to  d r a f t  a
8

rem onstrance and p re s e n t  i t  to  th e  House fo u r  days l a t e r .  On th a t  

day th e  House was occup ied  w ith  many im p o rtan t m a tte rs  -  am y e s t im a te s ,

1o H arl .164, f . 9 8 .
2 . C oa tes, D 'Ew es, 4 0 ,
3 . ^ . i i ,  295.
4 .  I b id . , 296 .  27 O ct.
3 . C o a tes , D 'Ew es, 177*
6 . I b id .
7 . See above, p . 335,
8 . ^ . i i ,  221,
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th e  Root and Branch b i l l ,  and o th e r s  -  and no renionstrance ap p ea red .

B y  3 August th e  p la n  had changed; a committee o f  e ig h t ,  in c lu d in g

Pym, Hampden and Vane, were to  b r in g  in ,  by F rid a y  6 August

'p e ren q p to rily ’ , th e  rem onstrances ’o f  th e  S ta te  o f  th e  Kingdom and 
2

o f  th e  Church’ -  two se p a ra te  documents were p ro je c te d .  But s t i l l

th e  documents w ere n o t p re s e n te d  to  th e  House; on 12 A ugust, fo u r  o f

th e  o r ig in a l  e ig h t  members w ere o rd e re d  to  b r in g  in  two days l a t e r  th e

rem onstrance concern ing  th e  S ta te ,  and two o th e r s ,  F iennes and Vane,
3

th a t  concern ing  th e  Church. The cœnm ittee a g a in  f a i l e d  to  c a r r y  o u t i t s

in s t r u c t io n s ,  and on 14 August were o rd e re d  to  b r in g  in  th e  R em onstrances,
4

though only  w ith  ’ a l l  conven ien t speed*. A f te r  th e  re c e s s  i t  had been 

d ec id ed  to r e v e r t  to  th e  o r ig in a l  p la n  f o r  one rem onstrance; on

23 O ctober i t  was o rd ered  th a t  th e  ’D e c la ra tio n  concern ing  the  S ta te
5

o f  th e  Kingdom’ , be p re se n te d  to  th e  House on 29 O ctober. T h is was 

done, and th ro u g h o u t November th e  d eb a tes  went on w ith  a s in g le  

document under d is c u s s io n . Godfrey D avies n o ted  th a t  c la u se s  181-204, 

n e a r ly  a l l  o f  which d e a l w ith  church  m a t te r s ,  a r e ,  acco rd ing  to  

i n t e r n a l  ev id en ce , by a d i f f e r e n t  hand;^  presum ably th e se  foim ed 

F iennes and Vane’ s rem onstrance , in c o rp o ra te d  w ith  îÿm ’ s .  S tra n g e ly  

enough, Vane i s  n o t re p o r te d  to  have taken  any p a r t  i n  the  d e b a te s  

on th e  Remonstrance,*^ as one would c e r ta in ly  e x p ec t him to  have done.

T. I b id . . 2 25 -6 . — —
2 . I b id . .2 5 4 .
3 . I b id . . 255.
4 .  I b id . . 257 .
5 . I b id . . 294.
6 . E a rly  S tu a r t s ,  O xford, 1938, 117*
7 . C o a tes , D’Ewes, 183.
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In  1642 and f o r  most o f the fo llo w in g  y e a r  he d id  n o t speak 

again  on r e l ig io u s  s u b je c ts ,  save f o r  re q u e s ts  f o r  l e c tu r e r s  to  be 

a p p o in ted  a t  S t .M a rtin ’ s ,  and th e  church  a t  I s le w o r th , and th e s e  may 

have had a p o l i t i c a l  p u rpose -  th e re  were a number o f such re q u e s ts  

a t  th e  t im e , and the sermons were p ro b ab ly  needed to e n l i s t  sup p o rt 

f o r  P a r l ia m e n t’s c a u se . The I r i s h  r e b e l l io n ,  th e  a ttem p ted  a r r e s t  o f  

th e  F ive  Members, and many o th e r  p o l i t i c a l  p roblem s, were d iv e r t in g  

members* minds from p u re ly  r e l ig io u s  q u e s tio n s , and i t  i s  n o t 

s u rp r is in g  th a t  Vane ceased  to  devote so much tim e i n  p a rliam e n t 

to  th e s e  s u b je c ts .  He had no t always c a r r ie d  the  House w ith  him; 

the  Root and Branch b i l l  was dropped, th e  tre a so n  charge  a g a in s t tlie 

b ishops was r e je c te d .  He had shown h im s e lf  a v e iy  a b le  speaker however, 

and th e re  a re  in d ic a t io n s ,  i n  th e  Root and Branch bio.1 ep isode  and the  

impeaciiment o f  th e  b ish o p s , th a t  he was c o n c e rtin g  h i s  p o lic y  w ith  

o th e r  members.

The Solemn League and Covenant i s  an im p o rtan t ep isode  in

connec tion  w ith  th e  developm ent o f  Vane’s r e l ig io u s  view . When in

the  summer o f  1643 P a rlia m e n t * s fo r tu n e s  w ere a t  a low eb b , and i t

was d ec id ed  to in v i t e  th e  h e lp  o f the S c o ts , i t  was n a tu r a l  t h a t  he 
2should  be s e n t .  The House e v id e n tly  c o n s id e re d  th a t  he was s k i l l e d

1 . H a r l .162, f .3 8 3 v . 13 Feb . f .3 9 0 v . 18 Feb . There were s e v e ra l  such
p e t i t i o n s  -  p re s e n te d  one from Andover (i b id .  , f .3 9 2 v .)
Vane*s nominee was Thomas C ase , f o r  whose London connec tions
see P e a r l ,  London, 2 J2 .

2 , ^ . i i i , 1 3 2 .  There i s  no s a t i s f a c to r y  account o f  th e  Solemn League 
and Covenant, i t s  g en es is  and im portance .
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in  f in d in g  the r i g h t  p h rase  o r w ord, and must have r e a l i s e d  th a t

in  t h i s  n e g o tia t io n  many d is c o rd a n t i n t e r e s t s  v/ould have to  be

re c o n c ile d . lÆoreover he was iy m 's  f r i e n d ,  and i t  was who had
1

u rg ed  th e  p o lic y  o f  in v i t in g  S co ts  h e lp . A ccording to  C]arendon

Vane v/as c h ie f ly  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  n e g o tia t io n s  w ith  th e  S co ts though
2

th re e  o th e rs  were jo in e d  w ith  him. C larendon, though contem ptuous

o f  Vane’s d u p l ic i ty ,  had a h igh  o p in io n  o f  h is  in te l l ig e n c e  -  ’in

a l l  m a tte rs  w ith o u t th e  verge  o f  r e l ig io n ® . . in f e r io r  to  t h a t  o f 
3

few men’ . A ccording to C larendon Vîuie a l t e r e d  many e x p re ss io n s  

i n  th e  Covenant, u n t i l  he ’made them d o u b tfu l enough to  bear many
4

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ’ . Ludlow, as i s  w e ll  known, a s s e r te d  t h a t  Vane

was re s p o n s ib le  fo r  in s e r t in g  th e  p h ra se s  w hich en ab led  England to  avoid
3

th e  P re s b y te r ia n  system . Vane, he say s , ’found an ex p ed ien t,b y  

a d d in g . . . to  th e  second [c la u se j -  ’ acco rd ing  t o  th e  word o f God”.

Though th e re  i s  no d i r e c t  p ro o f  th a t  Vane dom inated th e  n e g o t ia t io n s ,  

i t  i s  p robab ly  t r u e ;  none o f  th e  o th e r  e m is s a r ie s  o f  P a rliam en t who 

accompanied him w ere so p rom inen t, and C larendon v e ry  l ik e ly  h e a rd

1 . H a r l . l6 4 ,  f . 3 8 l ,  1 May 1643. The su g g estio n  may w e ll  have been 
made b e fo re  -  a pam phlet o f  28 Ap, u rged  th e  S co ts to  he lp  th e  
P a r l ia m e n ta r ia n s . 3  99(31 ) .  The V enetian am bassador had w r i t te n  
in  Mar. t h a t  th e  K ing’ s opponents coun ted  on h e lp  from  S co tland  
CSPV.1641-2, 237.

2 . See below, n o te  4 .
3 . C larendon , R e b e llio n , x v i ,  88.
4 . I b i d . , v i i ,  26 f̂, 2 1 W .
3 . Ludlow, i ,  63*
6 . The words w ith  which Ludlow c r e d i t s  Vane in  th e  ’f i r s t  c la u s e ’ , 

’ in  p re s e rv a tio n  o f  th e  laws of th e  la n d , and l i b e r t y  o f  the  
s u b je c t ’ , a re  no t i n  th e  Solemn League and Covenant a t  a l l .  The 
o th e r s  a re  p a r t  o f  th e  f i r s t  main s e c t io n ,  on r e l ig io n .  G ard in e r, 
C o n s t i tu t io n a l  Documents, 267-271.
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what was b e in g  s a id  in  London -  th e re  was a g re a t  d e a l o f  coming
1

and gbing between Oxford and the  c a p i t a l .  In  a contem porary

pam phlet which in c lu d ed  v a r io u s  documents concerning the Solemn

League and Covenant, one account o f the  n e g o tia t io n s  m entioned Vane
2

a lone  among th e  E n g lish  d e le g a te s ,  and he i s  s a id  to  have brough t up
3

to  London the  f ig u re s  concern ing  th e  S co ts a rn y . The same pam phlet

p r in te d  a l e t t e r  from E dinburgh in  which ’ th e  t r u ly  w o rth ie  and

r ig h t  w o rsh ip p fu l S i r  Henry Vane’ was th e  on ly  la y  com m issioner 
4

m entioned .

H is r e s p o n s ib i l i t y ,  however, f o r  the  words vmich cou ld  r e l ie v e

P a rlia m e n t from th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f in tro d u c in g  p re sb y te rian is ra  cannot

be p roved . The Solemn League and Covenant met w ith  s tre n u o u s  o p p o s itio n

in  England -  t h i s  i s  e v id e n t from th e  p a in s  taken  by numerous p rea ch e rs
3

to  answer th e  many cogent o b je c tio n s*  A R o y a lis t  w r i t e r  a t  once

n o ted  t h a t  th e  o a th  to  th e  Covenant v/as ’ capab le  o f  a m il l io n  o f

i n te r p r e t a t i o n s ,  as when th e y  swear t o  prom ote th e  re fo rm a tio n  of

th e  Church o f  E ngland, acco rd ing  to  th e  Word o f God, and th e  b e s t
6

Reformed C hurches’ , He a ls o  commented upon the g u lf  between sw earing 

to  m a in ta in  the p re s b y te r ia n  d is c ip l in e  in  S co tlan d , and the  words

1 . See e ,g ,  A ro y a l d e c la r a t io n  re p e a lin g  a l l  l ic e n c e s  f o r  b rin g in g  
goods from  Lond)n, BM.669 f* 7(^39).

2 . E 74(3) p .  23 .
3 . I b id *, p ,  26.
4 .  l y d e , Mar s h a l l  i s  only  ’ t r u ly  z ea lo u s* .
3 . E 7 8 (4 ), E 72 ( 12) ,  E 71( 13) ,  1208( 1 ) ,  M a rs h a ll’ s was by f a r  th e  

b e s t sermon.
6 . E 73( 1 ) .  (Thomason’s d a te  26 O c t.l6 4 3 ) , p .1 1 .
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1
used  co n cern in g  a r e l ig io u s  re fo rm atio n  i n  E ngland, 'B u t h e re* ,

he w ro te , ’you may see th e  crai*ty dsajiing o f  th ese  men, t h a t  had

the  fram ing and c o n tr iv in g  of t l i i s  co v en an t. They knew w e ll  enough

w ith  whom they had to  d o . . . th e  S co ts on the  one s id e , much v/ooed

: nd c o u rte d  by th e m ,.. th e  v a rio u s  s e c t a r i e s  and d is a g re e in g  hum orists
2

on th e  o th e r  s id e .  These must b o th  be p le a s e d ’ , The i r r i t e r  

however had on ly  th e  i n t e r n a l  ev idence o f  th e  Solemn League and 

Covenant to  work upon -  tn e r e  i s  no in d ic a t io n  th a t  he had o th e r  

reasons to  su sp ec t the  E n g lish  n e g o tia to r s  o f  d o u b le -d e a lin g . 

C larendon b e lie v e d  th a t  Vane was a lre a d y , in  the  l a t e  summer and 

autumn o f  1643, an enemy o f  p re s b y te r ia n ism . On th e  o th e r  hand, h is  

one re p o r te d  speech o f  any le n g th  on r e l i g io u s  m a tte r s ,  t h a t  o f  

June 1641 , would not be incomp a t ib]e w ith  p re s b y te r ia n  sym path ies, 

and th e  in fo rm a tio n  which he gave tn e  House i n  O ctober 1643 o f  the  

S c o t t is h  p e n a l t i e s  imposed on those  who would not accep t th e  

Covenant, f a c t s  v/hich he s u re ly  could have w ith h e ld  had he n o t 

w ished E ngland to fo llow  th e  S c o ttis h  exam ple, support th a t  viev/.

But th e re  a re  se r io u s  o b je c t io n s  to i t .  In  the  l630s as governor o f

1 . I b i d , , p .  12 . . .  i f  they do no t l i k e  i t  [ th e  S c o tt is h  D is c ip l in e ^
why d u r s t  tney  no t sweare to in tro d u c e  i t  h e re ? ’

2 . I b i d , , p . l 3 .  The vhole  pam phlet i s  a b le  and p e n e tr a t in g .  See
e .g ,  p . 13; ’no t a v/ord o f th e  Law in  the whole o a th . You may see
by t h a t  how th ey  maane to governe’, and th e  e x tra o rd in a ry  propheqy , 
’T is  too c le  e re  the purpose i s  t o  leave  the  p eop le  a t  l i b e r t y ,
to  k i l l  th e  King’ s p e rso n , and to  tram ple on h is  a u th o r i ty ,  ’ i b id .
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M assachuse tts  he had p lead ed  f o r  th e  adm ission  to  th e  colony o f

men whose r e l ig io u s  viev/s d i f f e r e d  from those  o f  th e  r u l in g

re l ig io u s  g ro u p . In  the  sp r in g  o f  1644 he secu red  to le r a t i o n

f o r  Rhode I s la n d ,  end by the  autumn o f  th a t  y e a r  B a i l l i e  v/as

w r i t in g  a n g r ily  th a t  Vane was one o f  th e  le a d e rs  o f  th e  t o l e r a t i o n  
1

p a r ty . I t  i s  u n lik e ly  th a t  he veered  to  r e l ig io u s  in to le ra n c e

and p re sb y te r ia n ism  d u ring  the in te rv e n in g  p e r io d .  No doubt th e

p a rlo u s  s i tu a t io n  o f  th e  Roundhead arm ies i n  1643 which i s  r e f l e c t e d  in
2

th e  co n tec^ o ra ry  sermons j u s t i f i e d  in  h i s  mind the  concessions 

which had been made to P re sb y te ria n ism ,

In  Septem ber 1644 he appeared  f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e as th e  open 

cnampion o f  t o l e r a t i o n .  He had taken  p a r t  e a r l i e r  in  a d is c u s s io n  

between members o f  the  W estm inster Assembly vmo were endeavouring 

to  f in d  a modus v ivend i in  r e l ig io u s  m a tte rs  between p re s b y te r ia n s  

and in d ep e n d en ts , bu t nad no t shown open sympathy w ith  th e  l a t t e r ,  

though B a i l l i e  had begun to  su sp e c t v/here V ane’ s t r u e  l o y a l t i e s  la y .  

’S i r  H arie  Vane, whatever be h i s  judgem ent, y e t  l e s s  n o r m ore, does 

n o t own them [ th e  Independen ts^  , and g iv e s  them no encouragement ’ ,

1 , B a i l l i e . i i ,  233-6, 23 O c t,l6 4 4 .
2 , E .g , M a rsh a ll’ s a t  s fu n e ra l ,  (E 80(1 ) ) ,  ’Our arm ies w asted ,

ou r t r e a s u r e  i s  ex h au sted ’ , T, Mo eke t ’ s A View of th e  Solemn 
League and Covenant’ (E 80(2) ) h a s : ’They sa y , th e  P a r l ia m e n t’ s 
s id e  do d e c l i n e , . , a l l  seems to  go a g a in s t  them ’ , E 78(4) speaks 
o f  th e  ru in  i n  the N orth  and W est.
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1
w rote  B a i l l i e ,  A f te r  h is  r e tu rn  from Kent however a t  the

end o f  August i n  th a t  3̂ ear Y tx n e  tw ice  argued a t  th e  W estm inster
2

Assembly f o r  a f u l l  l i b e r ty  o f  c o n sc ie n c e . On 13 September

th e  ’Accommodation O rd e r’ , which h e ld  out th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f

t o le r a t i o n  fo r  th e  s e c t s ,  was in tro d u c e d ; he and S t .  John ,

acco rd in g  to  B a i l l i e ,  were re s p o n s ib le  f o r  t h i s  c h a lle n g e  to

ir e s b y te r ia n is m . ^ B a i l l i e  w rote t h a t  Vane and S t .  John had

d i f f e r e d  about th e  O rder -  Vane had no t wanted th e  d if fe re n c e s

about church government m entioned, b u t only  the  th e o lo g ic a l

d if f e r e n c e s  about f r e e  g rac e ; he would a p p aren tly  have l e f t

freedom  o f  church governm ent to be in f e r r e d  by o m ittin g  a l l
4

m ention o f t h i s  t o p i c .  T h is i s  im p o rta n t, f o r  wnen Vane had 

secu red  the  c h a r te r  f o r  Rhode I s la n d  in  March 1644, he used the  

v e iy  same i n d i r e c t ,  b u t n e v e r th e le s s  e f f e c t iv e  method of ach iev ing  

r e l ig io u s  l i b e r t y .  The c h a r te r  made no m ention o f  th e  c i v i l  governm ent’ s

1 . B a i l l i e . i ,  145-46# 2 Ap. l644# A ll  V ane’ s b iog raphers assume 
th a t  Roger W illiam s was r e f e r r in g  to  a speech  by Vane in  fav o u r 
o f  t o l e r a t i o n ,  when in  th e  ’Bloody Tenant ’ , p u b lish ed  on 13 J u ly
1644 (Thomason’s d a te )  he quoted a ’heavenly  speech’ he had heard  in  
th e  House o f  Commons. (ïï 6 6 l(6 )  ) .  The speech may w e ll have been 
made by Vane, b u t th e re  i s  no p ro o f o f t h i s .  N e ith e r D’Ewes, 
W hittaker n o r th e  Thomason t r a c t s  reco rd  th e  spe ech , and v /illiam s 
h im se lf  does no t name th e  M.P* v h o  made i t .  O ther M .P,s spoke 
in  fav o u r o f  to le r a t io n  -  D’Ewes h im se lf made a f in e  speech on 
th e  s u b je c t on 6 Nov.1643(H a r l . 163, f .222v ) , and i t  seems Vane’s 
p u b lic  su p p o rt o f  t o l e r a t i o n  cannot be d a te d  e a r l i e r  than  S e p t,
16Vi-#But.1he Rhode I s la n d  c h a r te r  i s  v e iy  s ig n i f i c a n t .

2 . I b id . . i i .  233- 36 . 23 O ct.
3 . I b id . . 230 . 16 S ep t. G J . i i i ,  626.
4 . B a i l l i e . op . c i t .
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1
co n n ec tio n  v/ith r e l ig io u s  m a tte rs  -  an om ission  which in  th e

c ircu m stan ces o f  Rhode I s la n d ’ s q u a r re l  w ith  M assac h u se tts , must

have in f u r i a t e d  Vane’s o ld  co lony . Vane’ s b io g rap h e rs  have f a i l e d

to  n o tic e  th a t  h is  p o l ic y  i n  r e l a t i o n  to  th e  c h a r te r  i s  c o n s is te n t

w ith  h is  w r i t in g s ,  in  which he advocated th a t  th e  S ta te  should
2

r e f r a in  from  concern ing  i t s e l f  a t  a l l  w ith  church m a t te r s .  The

Rhode I s la n d  c h a r te r  was th e  f i r s t  v ic to r y  f o r  h is  th e o ry .

In  th e  same month in  which th e  ’Accommodation O rd e r’ was

d is c u s s e d , th e  Commons, follow j.ng a p e t i t i o n  from  London p re s b y te r ia n

c le rg y , co n sid ered  th e  new form o f  o rd in a t io n .  The d e b a te s  went

on th ro u g h  September and e a r ly  O ctober, and on 1 O ctober Vane and

S t .  John  were t e l l e r s  a g a in s t  a c lau se  which would have e n jo in ed

th e  co n g reg a tio n  to  ’obey and subm it’ to  t h e i r  m in is te r ,  f o r

m in is te r s  were ’over t h e i r  f lo c k s  in  th e  Lord’ Accordi ng to

B a i l l i e ,  Vane a lso  opposed th e  compulsory s u b s c r ip t io n  o f  the
4Covenant to  newly o rd a in e d  m in is te r s .  Meanwhile th e  Accommodation 

O rder had been p u t in to  fo r c e ,  and r e s u l te d  in  th e  appointm ent o f  a 

sub-com m ittee o f  th e  V /estm inster Assembly, which had th e  ta sk  o f  

c o n s id e r in g  the d i f f e r e n c e s  between p re s b y te r ia n  and in d ep en d en t.

1 . H a l le r ,  L ib e r ty  and R eform ation in  the  P u r i ta n  R e v o lu tio n .
1935, 139; Gammell, 119; Knowles, 146, 414-6 ; Rhode I s la n d  
R ecords. i ,  143* The p a rlia m e n ta ry  com m ittee v/hich was g iven  
r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  f o r  th e  c o lo n ie s  was s e t  up on 2 Nov.1643*
Masson, i i i ,  119. The c h a r te r  i s  d a ted  14 M ar.1644*

2 . A H ealing  Q uestion . 6 -7 , R e tire d  Man’ s M e d ita tio n s , 387-8*
(See chap .4x  (co n c lu sio n ) .

3 . C J . i i i ,  647* B a i l l i e . i i ,  233-36.
4 . I b id .
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T his sub-com m ittee d isc u sse d  a p la n  whereby church government

should  be ad m in is te red  by county b o a rd s , composed o f  lo c a l  m in is te r s
1

and la y  g o v ern o rs , to be named by p a r l ia m e n t. T his i s  e x a c tly

Vane’ s o ld  p lan  o f  June  1641, and he su re ly  must have been re s p o n s ib le  
2

f o r  re v iv in g  i t .  When th e  Assembly’ s sub-com m ittee r ^ o r t e d  to 

th e  comm ittee o f  P a rlia m e n t s e t  up under th e  ’Accommodation O rder’ ,

Vcne and Say secu red  a narrow  v ic to ry  by one v o te  f o r  the  independents*
3

v iew . According to  B a i l l i e ,  V n e , to g e th e r  w ith  Say, W harton and 

S t .  Jo h n , wanted th e  sub-com m ittee’ s p ro p o s i t io n s  debated  in  th e  

P a rlia m e n ta ry  com m ittee, and n o t i n  th e  Assembly, f o r  Vane knew
4

he would have a m a jo r ity  in  th e  com m ittee, and th e re  i s  no th ing

in  h is  p rev io u s p a r lia m e n ta ry  c a re e r  to  make t h i s  seem u n l ik e ly .

B a i l l i e  was b itte r l^ ^  d i s i l lu s io n e d  w ith  Vane; h i s  a tta c k  on

th e  i n to l e r a n t  p re s b y te r ia n ism  o f  th e  S co ts  came as a bom b-shell
5

to  th e  S c o t t i s h  d e l e  gates© That he was now openly  p ro fe s s in g  what
6

he had a l l  along b e lie v e d  i s  the  g e n e ra l ly  accep ted  v iew , and can 

h a rd ly  be d e n ie d . H is change in  r e l ig io u s  p o lic y  may have been due

1 . Jo rd a n , Development o f  R e lig io u s  T o le ra t io n , i i ,  37* Shaw, 37-43 ,
2 . P ernaps through Nye, v/ho had been Vane’ s c o llea g u e  in  S co tland  

when th e  Solemn League and Covenant had been n e g o tia te d , and who 
was a member o f  t h i s  sub-com m ittee.

3 . Shaw, o£. c i t .
4 .  B a i l l i e ,  0£ .  c i t .
3 . I b i d ..a n d  231.
6 . S .g .  Y ule, In d ep en d en ts . 43,
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to  P a r l ia m e n t’ s in c re a s in g  independence o f  S co ts m i l i ta r y  a id ;

and i f  he had indeed  found the  Scots h o s t i l e  to  h i s  p la n s  f o r  the

fu tu re  governm ent o f  B r i ta in  t h i s  too may have p layed  i t s  p a r t .

C e r ta in ly  when D’Ewes wanted th e  o f f i c e r  who brought th e  l e t t e r s

from Cromwell and h is  fe l lo w -g e n e ra ls  d e sc r ib in g  th e  l\Iarston Moor

v ic to ry  b rough t in  to  the  H ouse, so th a t  re c o g n itio n  cou ld  be g iven

to  th e  S c o ts ’ c o n tr ib u tio n  to  the  b a t t l e .  Vane, ’ a lle d g in g  t h a t  th e

th re e  g e n e r a l ls  had v /r i t te n  as much as th ey  though t f i t ’ , ad v ised
1

a g a in s t c a l l in g  in  the  o f f i c e r .

There i s  c u rio u s ly  l i t t l e  evidence o f  h is  r e l ig io u s  view s in  the  

nex t few m onths, though th rough  Yonge and D’Ewes we c a tc h  one glim pse 

o f  h is  a t t i t u d e .  In  Septem ber 1645 Selden  had argued v ig o ro u s ly  

a g a in s t  a llow ing  m in is te r s  to  w ith h o ld  th e  sacram ent from  o f fe n d e rs .  

Vane su p p o rted  him , d e c la r in g  th a t  i t  would be b e t t e r  to  convince 

the  o ffe n d e r  o f  th e  g riev o u sn ess  o f  h is  s i n ,  and th u s  b r in g  about 

n is  re fo rm a tio n . He ended by w arning th e  House th a t :  ’I f  we

g ive  t h i s  power which i s  demaunded th e re  i s  noe powere in  t h i s
2

kingdum’ , and: ’I t  would b r in g  a g re a t  d i s t r a c t i o n  in  th e  Kingdom’ .

He showed, acco rd ing  t o  D’E w es^ th a t: ’We ought no t to  p la c e  an

a r b i t r a r y  power i n  a iy  b u t th e  p a r lia m e n t* .^  H is speech must have 

been i n f l u e n t i a l ,  f o r  D’Ewes added: ’And see a l l  power was taken

1 . H a rlo l6 6 , f .81 v . 10 J u ly .
2 . BM,Aod.l8, 780, f .1 1 4 v .
3 . H a r l . l 6 6 ,  f .2 6 6 .
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from  tnem [^the m in is te r s ^  and soe they  were n o t to  judge but

to  r e p re s e n t  i t  to  tiie P a r lia m e n t* . The d e b a te  went on u n t i l

f iv e  o ’c lo c k , D’Ewes t e l l s  u s .  Some months l a t e r  Veue b e fr ie n d e d

John  B id d le , th e  U n ita r ia n  s c h o la r ,  who had appealed  to  him f o r

h e lp , by moving th a t  B id d le  should  e i t h e r  have h is  case  h e a rd  i n

the  House, o r  be s e t  a t  l i b e r i y .  B idd le  v/as r e le a s e d ,  b u t in

September 1647 was again  im prisoned  f o r  a bold  pam phlet he had

w r i t te n ,  and t h i s  tim e Vane cou ld  n o t , o r  d id  n o t ,  save him, though
1

B iddle  p re f ix e d  th e  pam phlet by a l e t t e r  to  him# D uring th e  

y e a rs  o f  n e g o tia t io n s  w ith  th e  d e fe a te d  k ing  such in d ic a t io n s  as 

th e re  a re  o f  V ne * s r e l ig io u s  view s are in e x t r ic a b ly  bound up w ith  

th e  p o l i t i c a l  developm ents a l r e a ^  co n s id e re d .

In  1650 th e re  a re  one o r  two r a th e r  vague re fe re n c e s  to  Vane’s 

r e l ig io u s  view s in  P ra ;g a a tic u s , bu t they  a re  too  la c k in g  in  any 

su p p o rtin g  evidence f o r  r e l ia n c e  to  be p la c e d  on tnem. In  March 

1650 f o r  in s ta n c e  th e  l o y a l i s t  j o u r n a l i s t  d e c la re d :  ’The S a in ts

. . . a r e  so f r a u g h t  v/ith je a lo u sy  and f e a r s . . . t o  see th e  E s ta te s  o f  

S co tlan d  a l l  hooded under a Blew-Cap, and s t i c k  c lo se  to  th e  

Covenant t h a t  i t  makes young Vc-ne to  c ry  o u t ( in  th e  C o u n ce ll 

o f  S tin k a rd s  p t a t e j a t  W h ite h a ll)  A P l o t , a P lo t  o f  th e  E n g lish  

P r e s b y te r s , b id d in g , Downe w ith  the  R e lick  o f  P r e la c y , ad v is in g

1 . PNB.a r t . s u b .  B iddle#
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a l l  v /ith  h is  s p i r i t u a l l  E h e to r id c . . . to  adhere to th e  Hodge­

podge R eform ation  so h a p p ily  begun by th e  le a rn e d  R abbles
1

o f  R e b e llio n , k ing  O liv e r  o f  I r e la n d , I r e t o n * . . '»  In  May

1650 Vane s tru c k  a n o th e r  v ig o ro u s blow f o r  r e l ig io u s  freedom ,

th i s  tim e i n  a country  where mary M .P .s m ight w e ll have though t i t  a

most dangerous in n o v a tio n . The House were d eb a tin g  th e  se ttle m e n t

o f  I r e la n d ,  and d is c u s s in g  a c lau se  v/hich d e c la re d  t h a t  p a r l ia m e n t’ s

com m issioners d id  n o t in te n d  to fo rc e  aryone to  v/orship c o n tra ry

to  t h e i r  co n sc ien ce . Vane and M arten , a s  a lread y  n o te d , went in to

tn e  lobby as t e l l e r s  in  fav o u r o f t o l e r a t i o n .  S i r  Henry Mildmay

and Masnam, norm ally among Vane’s s \ :p p o r te rs , u n d e rs tan d ab ly  were
2

a g a in s t .  By a narrow m a jo r ity , in  a th in  House, Vane won. In

th e  same month Pra>?naticus was w r i t in g  t h a t  ’ they|jbhe  ̂ S a in ts ^  w i l l

ta lk e  o f  a knack [ac t^] a g a in s t  i n c e s t ,  a d u l te r ie  and f o r n ic a t io n ,

but M arten , Weaver, C o rb e t, H olland , young Vane e t c ,  v / i l l  c ry  who a j

th e r e ,  th ey  cannot l iv e  w ith o u t l i b e r  t i e  o f  c o d -p ie ce , b u t th a t  w i l l
3

be winked a t  ^  P a r lia m e n t men, they  them selves may doe a n y th in g ’ .

T h is a l le g a t io n  appears to  be n o th in g  more than  a confused  id e a  th a t  

Vane would supjport th e  p r in c ip le  o f  l i b e r t y  i n  p e rs o n a l  r e la t io n s h ip s ,  

and to  have no s o l id  b a s is  in  f a c t .

1 . E 595( 8) .  12-19 M ar.1650 . P a rlia m e n t was ala.rmed l e s t  the  E n g lish  
P re s b y te r ia n s  sho u ld  throw in  t h e i r  l o t  v /ith  th e  S c o ts . (G a rd in e r, C R,
W : f.Liÿ i ,  215)#

2 . G J .v i i ,  137.
3 . B 600( 6) .  30 A p r i l - ?  May.



352,

In  th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r  th e  House d isc u sse d  a book by John P ry ,

one o f  th e  members. I t  was a l i v e l y ,  a n t i - c l e r i c a l ,  somewhat

r a t i o n a l i s t  t r e a t i s e ,  which a t  one p o in t  a c tu a l ly  dem onstra ted  how

sm all th e  d if f e r e n c e s  were betw een C a th o lic s  and P r o te s t a n t s .

Vane was a t e l l e r  a g a in s t  a llow ing  e x t r a c ts  from th e  book to  be

re a d , and was d e fe a te d , and when th e  House d iv id e d  on th e  q u e s tio n

o f  w hether th e  book was scan d a lo u s . Vane was a t e l l e r  a g a in s t

condemning th e  book, and won. On bo th  d iv is io n s ,  h i s  f r ie n d

Arnyn was a t e l l e r  f o r  th e  o p p o s ite  s id e ,  H e s i l r ig e  a lso  was a

t e l l e r  a g a in s t  Vane on th e  f i r s t  d iv is io n  -  n o t th e  l a s t  tim e in

1651 th a t  th e  two men were opponen ts , f o r  when H e s i lr ig e  w anted

N ew castle ’ s m arket day changed from  Monday to  Tuesday, Vane tw ice
2

a c te d  as t e l l e r  a g a in s t  him. P u b lic  o p p o s it io n  to  h i s  o ld  

c o llea g u e  upon such a p e t ty  is s u e  p ro b ab ly  in d ic a te s  some under­

ly in g  im p a tien ce  w ith  H e s i l r ig e  on Vane’ s p a r t ;  and t h i s  i s  borne 

o u t by a passage  in  one o f  Roger W illiam s* l e t t e r s . ^

F o r h i s  o ld  f r i e n d ,  Roger W illiam s, was back in  E ngland . One o f  

th e  prom inent c i t i z e n s  o f  Rhode I s la n d ,  a Mr. C odling to n , had p ro cu red  

a c h a r te r  in  165I by w hich he h im se lf became governor o f  th e  colony
4

f o r  l i f e ,  and t h i s  had n a tu r a l ly  caused f r i c t i o n  among th e  s e t t l e r s .

1 . ^ . v i ,  529 .  31 J a n .1651. J .  P ry , * The C lergy in  t h e i r  C o lours’ .
E 1378(5).

2 . ^ . v i ,  589 .  18 Ju n e .
3 . See below, p .  353.
4 . Garamell, 134, 147.



353

V /illiam s came to secu re  a new c h a r t e r ,  bu t he p ro b ab ly  d id  n o t

know th a t  Vane had been sen t to  S c o tla n d , f o r  a lth o u g h  W illiam s

a r r iv e d  in  England a t  the  end o f  I 65I o r  th e  beg inn ing  o f  1652,

he w a ited  u n t i l  A p r i l  b e fo re  p re s e n tin g  h is  p e t i t i o n  to th e  Ck)unoil 
2

o f  S ta te .  The C ouncil r e f e r r e d  th e  m a tte r  to  i t s  Committee f o r

F o re ig n  A f f a i r s ,  o f  v/hich Vane was a member,^ and th rough  h is  h e lp

C odring ton ’ s c h a r te r  was revoked, and th e  o ld  one tem p o ra rily  
4confirm ed# W illiam s and Vane j o i n t l y  drew up th e  C ounc il’ s answer

5
to  th e  Rhode I s la n d  p e t i t i o n  -  one more in d ic a t io n  o f  th e  way in

w hich b u s in ess  was done by the  C ouncil com m ittees.

W illiam s cou ld  n o t o b ta in  a l l  he wanted -  th e  c o n firm a tio n  o f

th e  1644 c h a r te r  was to  be in  fo rc e  on ly  u n t i l  th e  d if fe re n c e s  between

C odrington  and th e  c o lo n is t s  were s e t t l e d ,  and t h i s ,  W illiam s to ld

th e  c o lo n is t s ,^  was h in d e red  by two th in g s , one be ing  th e  D utch War.

The o th e r  o b s t ru c t io n  was ’ th e  o p p o s it io n  o f o u r enem ies. S i r  A rth u r

H e s i l r ig e  and C ol. Fenwicke, who h a th  m arried  h i s  d a u g h te r , Mr.
7

W inslow, and Mr. H opkins, bo th  i n  g re a t  p la c e ;  and a l l  th e  f r ie n d s

1 . He l e f t  New England in  Nov.1651, i b i d . .1 4 6 .
2 . Knowles, 252.
3 . I b i d . . Vane’s p a r t  in  the  Com mittee’ s a c t i v i t i e s  i s  seen in  i t s

p ro ceed in g s , CSPD.1651-52, 242.
4 . Knowles, 146 ,  258 -9 .
5 . I b id .
6 . I b i d .
7 . M assac h u se tts ’ agen t i n  E ngland. J .G . P a l f r e y ,  H is to ry  o f  New

E ngland, 1858-64, i i ,  207-213.
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they  can raalce in  P a r lia m e n t and C o u n c il, and a l l  th e  p r i e s t s ,  both

P re s b y te r ia n  and Independen t; so t h a t  v/e s tan d  as two a rm ies ,

ready  to  engage, o b se rv in g  th e  p o s tu re s  and m otions o f  each o f  th e

o th e r ,  and y e t  s iy  each  o f  o th e r* . P erhaps t h i s  d iv is io n  o f

o p in io n  over th e  M assachusetts-R hode I s la n d  c o n tro v e rsy  e x p la in s

th e  h o s t i l i t y  between H e s i l r ig e  and Vane a t  t h i s  tim e . Williams*

l e t t e r  g iv e s  an i n te r e s t i n g  g lim pse o f  th e  f a c t io n s  w ith in  th e  C o u n c il,

W illiam s cou ld  n o t  rem ain in  E ngland w itnou t ta k in g  p a r t  in  th e

r e l ig io u s  c o n tro v e rs ie s  o f th e  day, b u t he w a ited  fo r  Vane’ s r e tu r n

from S co tlan d  b e fo re  b u rs t in g  in to  p r i n t .  At th e  end o f  March ié52

he c o n tr ib u te d  an ’ e x p la n a tio n ’ to  a sm all pam phlet i n  defence o f

r e l i g io u s  t o l e r a t io n ,  a s ta tem en t su b m itted  to  th e  p a rlia m e n ta iy

com m ittee f o r  th e  P ro p a g a tio n  o f  th e  Gospel by six: men, one o f  whom
1

Y/as C h arle s  Vane. W illiam s p u b lish e d  a t  l e a s t  th re e  more t r a c t s
2

d u rin g  th e  y e a r ,  When Vane went do‘wn to Portsm outh  on navy m a tte rs  

W illiam s accompanied Lady Vane to  Be l i e  au , and d e d ic a te d  one o f  h i s
3

pam phlets to  h e r .  Vane f a i t h f u l l y  prom ised W illiam s th a t  he would

’o b se rv e  the  m otion o f  th e  New E ngland b u s in e s s ’ w h ile  V /illiam s s ta y ed

1 . The PQurtii P ap e r p re se n te d  by M ajor B u t l e r . . .  30 îÆar. (Thomason’ s 
d a te )  i6 5 2 ,S  1378( 5) .  The p ^ p h l e t  d e c la re d  th e  l ic e n s in g  and 
payment o f  m in is te r s  to  be wrong, and c la im s th e  r ig h t  o f  Jews
to  l iv e  f r e e ly  among th e  n a t io n .  I f  Vane was known to  be a s s o c ia te d
w ith  th e  demand f o r  freedom f o r  Jew s, i t  would e x p la in  th e
o c c a s io n a l r e fe re n c e s  to  Jews i n  b a lla d s  aimed a t  him.

2 . Gamme 11, 153.
3 . Knowles, 0£ .  c i t . Masson, M ilto n , i v ,  530. Vane went down to

Portsm outh  on 2 March. B odl. Rawl. A 227, f .4 8 .
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some te n  weeks v /ith  Lady Vane in  L in c o ln s h ire  -  one more duty  fo r

Vane, and th i s  when navy a f f a i r s  must have been ta x in g  a l l  h is

e n e rg ie s .  But W illiam s seems to  have rendered  Vane a r e c ip ro c a l

s e r v ic e ,  f o r  i n  the  w in te r  o f  1652 V /illiam s gave p e rs o n a l  he lp

tow ards a l l e v ia t in g  th e  su lT erin g s  and d is c o n te n t  o f  th e  m iners in
1

N orthum berland and Durham* I t  must su re ly  have been Vane who 

c a l le d  W illia m s* a tte n tio n  to  th e  needs o f  th e  peop le  i n  t h i s  a re a , 

where most o f  the  Vane and L id d e ll  f a m i l i e s ’ c o l l i e r i e s  w ere.

Vane’ s g u id in g  p r in c ip le s  in  r e l ig io u s  p o lic y  seem to have 

been two -  a ro o ted  d i s t r u s t  o f  c l e r i c a l  power, w hether o f  b ishops 

o r  p re s b y te r s ,  and a b e l i e f  th a t  th e  s t a t e  shou ld  a b s ta in  from 

in te r f e r e n c e  in  church  m a tte rs  a l to g e th e r .  The l a t t e r  b e l i e f ,  

which he shared  w ith  h is  f r i e n d  Roger W illiam s, i s  w e l l  i l l u s t r a t e d  

in  th e  Rhode I s la n d  c h a r te r .  H is f r ie n d s h ip  w ith  W illiam s seems to  

have been re sp o n s ib le  f o r  th e  r i f t  w ith  H e s i l r ig e ,  which began to  

appear in  1651. The Solemn League and Covenant was p ro b ab ly , as 

g e n e ra l ly  reco g n ised , a tem porary r e v e r s a l  o f  h is  u su a l a t t i t u d e ,  

made n ecessa ry  by th e  p o l i t i c a l  emergency. H is su p p o rt f o r  th e  

im p o s itio n  of se v e re  p e n a l t ie s  on th o se  v/ho re fu se d  th e  Covenant, 

which has h i th e r to  p a sse d  u n n o tic ed , i s  a more s ig n i f ic a n t  d e v ia tio n , 

and e q u a lly  re v e a lin g  o f  Vane’s c h a r a c te r .  One o f  th e  most s u rp r is in g  

f a c t s  about Vane’s c a r e e r  in  p a rlia m e n t in  th e  l640s and e a r ly  l650s

1 . Gammell, o£ . c i t . , 153*
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however i s  t h a t  r e l ig io u s  p o lic y  f ig u r e s  so com parative ly  l i t t l e ;  

he was f a r  more occu p ied  w ith  th e  w ar, th e  navy, peace n e g o tia t io n s ,  

and a h o s t o f  o th e r  p o l i t i c a l  p rob lem s.
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CONCLUSION.

Vane d id  n o t im m ediately upon h i s  e n tiy  in to  E n g lish  

p a rlia m e n ta ry  p o l i t i c s  in  1640 become one o f th e  le a d e rs  o f  

th e  Commons. On n a v a l a f f a i r s ,  from  th e  very  f i r s t  days 

o f  th e  Long P a r l ia m e n t, he was p u t t in g  forw ard  im p o rtan t m otions 

and p la n s  -  t h i s  was n a tu r a l ,  s in c e  he had been T re a su re r  o f  

th e  Navy s in c e  Ja n u a ry  1659> and in  c lo se  touch  w ith  th e  Lord 

A dm iral. In  r e l ig io u s  m a tte rs  too  in  1640 and 164I he was 

making a s ig n i f i c a n t  c o n tr ib u t io n ,  b u t though th e  Comnons were 

beg inn ing  to  re c o g n ise  h is  q u a l i t i e s  a s  a p a rlia m e n ta ry  d ra ftsm an , 

h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  the  House were l im ite d , even as l a t e  as 1642 . 

E xcept f o r  n a v a l m a tte r s  and r e l i g io n ,  he d id  n o t i n i t i a t e  m easu res, 

b u t c o n ten ted  h im s e lf  w ith  su p p o rtin g  lÿm, Hampden, S tro d e , S t .

John  and o th e r  le a d e r s .  There a re  in d ic a t io n s  t h a t  he and M arten 

o c c a s io n a lly  a s s i s t e d  one an o th e r d u rin g  th is  p e r io d , bu t t h i s  

does n o t mean t h a t  Vane was a re p u b lic a n , m erely t h a t  th e  two men 

took  a s im ila r  a t t i t u d e  to  peace n e g o tia t io n s  and th e  House o f  

L ords, and c o -o p e ra te d  sim ply on th e se  m a tte r s .

But in  th e  autumn o f  1645, when he re tu rn e d  from S c o tla n d , 

hav ing  s u c c e s s fu lly  n e g o tia te d  th e  Solemn League and Covenant,

Vane was l i s t e n e d  to  a s  one o f  th e  le a d e rs  o f  th e  House. I^m was 

a lre a d y  i l l ,  and th e  consequen t c o lla p s e  o f h is  main ex ecu tiv e  

com m ittee, th e  Committee o f  th e  S a fe ty , allow ed Vane and S t.Jo h n  

to  c r e a te  th e  in s tru m e n t by means o f  which t h e i r  group should

c o n tr o l  p a rlia m e n t -  th e  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms. By t h i s
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tim e some o f  th e  M .P .s who had o r ig in a l ly  su p p o rted  th e  w ar, 

such as H o lie s  and S ta p le to n , to g e th e r  w ith  a la rg e  s e c t io n  

o f  th e  p u b l ic ,  were now eag e r f o r  peace n e g o t ia t io n s .  Vane and 

those  who were working w ith  him th e re fo re  t r i e d  to  w rest from 

th e  Commons th e  a u th o r i ty  to  conduct peace d is c u s s io n s , and v e s t  

i t  in  th e  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms, which th ey  p lanned  t h e i r  

group should  c o n tr o l .  In  a l l  th e  manoeuvres a s s o c ia te d  w ith  t h i s  

Vane was a key f ig u r e .  At t h i s  p e r io d  he c o lla b o ra te d  c lo s e ly  w ith  

S t .  Jo h n , and re c e iv e d  su p p o rt from  H e s i l r ig e ,  Samuel Browne and 

Cromwell; p ro b ab ly  L is le  and Zouch T ate were on occasion  in s tru m e n ts  

o f  h is  p o l ic y .

The r e l a t i o n s  between th e  Committee o f  B oth Kingdoms and 

p a rliam e n t a re  an im p o rtan t a sp e c t o f  E n g lish  p o l i t i c s  in  th e  l6ifOs. 

The Committee o f  th e  S a fe ty , and even more th e  Committee o f  Both 

Kingdoms, o f te n  ac ted  in  advance o f  re c e iv in g  in s t r u c t io n s  from 

p a rlia m e n t, and in  f a c t  used  p a rliam e n t m erely  to  r a t i f y  d e c is io n s  

a lre ad y  made by th e  Committee, th e  r e a l  po liqy-m aking  body. Vane 

was f re q u e n tly  in v o lv ed  when th e  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms t r e a te d  

p a rliam e n t in  t h i s  d i s r e s p e c t f u l  fa sh io n ; he would d o u b tle ss  have 

p lead ed  th e  w ar emergency as h i s  excuse . But v e ry  p robab ly  a lso  he 

found th e  slov/ w orking o f  p a rlia m e n ta iy  governm ent t ry in g ;  he 

favoured  government by a sm all group -  in  h is  pam phlet o f I 656 )- 

A H ealing Q u e s t i o n he suggested  th a t  government should  be c a r r ie d  

on by a s ta n d in g  C ouncil o f  S ta te ,  to  be chosen  f o r  l i f e ,  and whose

o rd e rs  should  be b in d in g  in  th e  in te r v a l s  o f  ’Supreme N a tio n a l
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1
A ssem blies* .

F o r a b r i e f  time in  162*4 and 1645 Vane was t ry in g  to  in c re a s e

th e  a u th o r i ty  o f  S i r  W illiam  Yfa l l e r ,  in  th e  hope o f  r e p la c in g  th e

e a r l  o f  E ssex by W alle r as commander o f  P a r lia m e n t’ s f o r c e s .  VYaller

was o f  cou rse  l a t e r  a member o f  H o lie s ’ s group -  one more in s ta n c e

o f  th e  im p o rtan t b u t l i t t l e  remarked f a c t  th a t  p o l i t i c a l  a l le g ia n c e s

o f te n  changed d u rin g  t h i s  p e r io d .

By Jan u ary  162*4 th e  s tru g g le  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  and m i l i ta r y  power

was b eg in n in g  to  tak e  on a more b i t t e r  c h a ra c te r  ; Vane was c o n s i s te n t ly

h o s t i l e  to  E ssex’ s g ro u p , and th ey  r e t a l i a t e d  by accu sin g  Vane and

S t .  John  o f  tre a s o n , in  t h a t  they had n e g o tia te d  w ith  th e  K ing’s

e m issa ry . Lord L ovelace. The te n s io n  betv/een th e  two groups was

a c u te ,  and in  l645 Vane was one o f  th o se  who launched a s u rp r is e

a t ta c k  in  the  Commons on H o lies and W hite locke . The two M.P.S

were g iv en  no in k l in g  o f  th e  charges befo rehand , and the  ep isode

was a c r i t i c a l  one f o r  t h e i r  fo r tu n e s .  W hite locke’s m anuscrip t

2memoirs gisre a v iv id  p ic tu r e  o f  th e  danger he and h is  f r i e n d  fa c e d ; 

they  e x e rte d  them selves however to  o rg a n is e  t h e i r  d e fe n ce , and Vane 

and h is  c o lla b o ra to rs  S t .  John , L is le  and Samuel Browne, were 

d e fe a te d .

T here a re  in d ic a t io n s ,  such as th e  p o in te d  om ission  o f  Vane 

from th e  new A dm iralty  Committee s e t  up in  A p r il  1645, t h a t  the  

In d ep en d en ts’ c o n tro l  o f  th e  House was p re c a r io u s  by t h i s  tim e; th e

1 . A H ealing  Q u estio n . . . .  18#
2 . BM.Aad.37, 343, f .3 9 5  seg,*
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v ic to ry  o f  H o lie s  and W hitelocke in  th e  S a v ile  a f f a i r  must have 

brought t h i s  home to  Vane’s g roup . But in  th e  autumn th e  

’ r e c r u i t e r s ’ began to  come i n ,  and p o ss ib ly  t h i s  accoun ts f o r  h is  

r e tu rn  to  th e  A dm iralty  Com mittee. The Committee o f  Both Kingdoms 

had a lso  been won over to  H o l ie s ’s view , and some o f  th e  le a d in g  

In d ep en d en ts , in c lu d in g  Vane, b o y co tted  com m ittees they  cou ld  n o t 

c o n tro l .  T h is may e x p la in  th e  absence o f  th e  D ra f t  Day Books o f  

th e  Committee o f  Botn Kingdoms a f t e r  December 1645 -  th e  Com m ittee’s 

quorum was seven , and t h i s  was p robably  u n o b ta in ab le  w ith o u t i t s  

Independent members. By th e  end o f  1646 th e  Independents had l o s t  

c o n tro l  o f  p a rlia m e n t i t s e l f  to  H o lie s ’s g roup , and th e  in d ic a t io n s  

a re  th a t  Vane, l ik e  Cromwell, now boyco tted  p a rliam e n t as he had 

e a r l i e r  b o y co tted  th e  Com m ittee. When th e  A n y  r e s to r e d  th e  

Independen ts to  power in  1647 Vane began to  a t te n d  th e  A dm iralty  

Committee, w hich he had been n e g le c t in g , once a g a in .

There i s  l i t t l e  in fo rm a tio n  about h i s  p o l i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e  d u rin g  

th e  v i t a l  summer o f 1647, b u t what th e re  i s  in d ic a te s  t h a t  h e , w ith  

S t .  Jo h n , Say and Wharton n e g o tia te d  w ith  some o f  th e  a n y  le a d e r s ,  and 

Vane p re s e n te d  I r e to n ’ s ’Heads o f  th e  P roposals*  to  p a r lia m e n t.

B ut th e  v o te  o f  ’no a d d re ss e s ’ o f September 1647 was a L e v e lle r  

move; Vane, w ith  Cromwell and th e  o th e r  le a d in g  Independen ts , th e r e ­

upon adopted  a more c o n c i l ia to r y  a t t i t u d e  to  th e  k ing  -  Vane showed 

h im se lf  no f r ie n d  to  th e  L e v e lle rs  bo th  now and i n  th e  fo llo w in g  

y e a r s .  H is p o lic y  in  th e  e a r ly  months o f  1648 i s  a lso  o b scu re ; 

such ev idence as th e re  i s  in d ic a te s  th a t  he was t ry in g  to  c o -o p e ra te
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now w ith  th e  P re s b y te r ia n s  a ls o ,  making common cause w ith  them 

a g a in s t  th e  th re a te n e d  S c o t t i s h  in v a s io n .

Once th e  r o y a l i s t  r e b e l l io n  broke o u t Vane’ s o rg a n is in g

g i f t s  were f u l ly  employed in  ta k in g  s te p s  to  c o u n te r i t ,  e s p e c ia l ly

in  th e  navy; w hether a f t e r  th i s  he fav o u red  coming to  te rn s  w ith

the  k in g  i s  d o u b tfu l. He c e r ta in ly  took  p a r t  i n  th e  Newport

n e g o t ia t io n s ,  bu t t h i s  does n o t prove th a t  he s in c e re ly  wanted

p eace . I t  i s  obvious t h a t  P ie r re p o n t ,  Cromwell and Vane had n o t

c o n c e rte d  t h e i r  p o lic y  on t h i s .  I t  seems th a t  i n  th e  c r u c i a l

debate  o f  5 December I 648 on th e  Newport t r e a t y .  Vane opposed

c o n tin u in g  n e g o tia t io n s  w ith  the  k in g , and one r o y a l i s t  d i u m a l l

names him among those  who were ’dow nright f o r  th e  a n y ’ . At h i s

t r i a l  i n  1662 Vane d e c la re d  th a t  he l e f t  p a rliam e n t b e fo re  P r id e ’ s

Purge because he o b je c te d  to  a n y  in te r f e r e n c e  w ith  p a r l ia m e n t;

in  th e  1659 p a rliam e n t he spoke a s  i f  he approved o f  b r in g in g  the

k ing  to  t r i a l ,  b u t n o t to  e x ec u tio n , and th e re fo re  ab sen ted  h im se lf

from th e  House. The l a t t e r  v e rs io n  f i t s  b e t t e r  what con tempo ra iy

j o u r n a l i s t s  and l e t t e r - w r i t e r s  re p o r te d . I t  a lso  accords b e t t e r

v f x t h  th e  f a c t  th a t  Vane re tu rn e d  to  p a rlia m e n t in  e a r ly  P eb rua iy  1649,

(v/hen a f t e r  a l l  th e  a n y  s t i l l  c o n tr o l le d  p a r l ia m e n t) , and w ith
1

what he v/rote i n  h is  ’H ealing  Q uestion ’ .

A H ealin g  Q uestion . . . ,  8-9 • * The se the  ’ good P a r ty  ’ .  .  .have s to o d  
by th e  A n y  a g a in s t  a l l  o p p o s itio n  w hatever, as th o se  t h a t ,  by 
th e  growing l i g h t  o f  th e se  t im e s , have been t a u g h t . . . t o  look 
above and beyond th e  l e t t e r ,  form e and outw ard c ircu m stan ces o f  
governm ent, in to  th e  inw ard re a so n  and ^ i r i t  t h e r e o f . . . t o  th e  
le a v in g  beh ind  a l l  empty shadows, t h a t  would o b tru d e  them selves 
in  the p la c e  o f  t ru e  freed o m s’ .
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The y e a rs  1649-33 saw th e  apogee o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  power.

One o f  th e  o rg a n is e r s  o f  th e  Union w ith  S c o tla n d , and a f re q u e n t 

chairm an o f  th e  im p o rtan t I r i s h  and S c o t t is h  Committee, a m ajor 

f ig u r e  in  fo re ig n  p o l ic y , th e  man most re s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  b r i l l i a n t  

re c o rd  o f  th e  navy d u rin g  th e  l a s t  months o f  t h i s  p e r io d , and 

w orking in d e fa t ig a b ly  f o r  i t  -  he v/as one o f  th e  m aste rs  o f th e  

S t a te .  W ith power came th e  o p p o rtu n ity  f o r  Vane to  p u t h is  

o r ig in a l  and c o n s tru c t iv e  id e a s  in to  p r a c t ic e  -  th e  p ro je c te d  un ion  

w ith  H olland had h is  warn su p p o r t, and the  new a d m in is tra tio n  o f  

th e  navy o f  December 1632 was h i s  work. He m ust however have been 

a p o l i t i c a l l y  i s o l a t e d  f ig u re  d u rin g  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h i s  p e r io d .

Prom August 165I onwards th e re  a re  no more in d ic a t io n s  o f  th e  c lo s e  

c o -o p e ra tio n  th a t  had c e r t a in ly  e x is te d  between Vane and Cromwell 

a t  tim es d u rin g  th e  p rev io u s  f iv e  y e a r s .  S t .  John  was no lo n g e r  ta k in g  

an a c tiv e  p a r t  in  p o l i t i c s ,  H e s i l r ig e  and Vane were nov/ a n ta g o n is t ic ,  

p robab ly  because o f  t h e i r  d i f f e r in g  a t t i t u d e s  to  Roger W illiam s 

and Rhode I s la n d .  M arten and th e  L e v e lle rs  w ere alm ost c o n s is te n t ly  

Vane’ s opponen ts . H is e x c lu s io n  from th e  com m ittee s e t  up in  

Septem ber 1652 to  c o n s id e r  th e  Ainy O f f ic e r s ’ p e t i t i o n  on a new 

p a r l ia m e n t, may be due to n o th in g  more than  h i s  absence from London 

a t  t h i s  time -  though perhaps th e  Amy o f f i c e r s  were ta k in g  advantage 

o f  t h a t .  W rite rs  on t h i s  s u b je c t  have f a i l e d  to n o tic e  t h a t  Vane 

cou ld  s t i l l  have a tte n d e d  th e  Committee under th e  ’A ll  t h a t  come, 

to  have v o ic e ’ p ro v is io n . A t t h i s  p e r io d , th e  autumn o f  1632 and

e a r ly  l6 5 3 , w ith  th e  outcome o f  th e  Dutch 'War in  th e  b a la n c e , h is
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tim e was m ainly sp en t on n av a l a d m in is tr a t io n ;  f r i c t i o n  between 

Vane and th e  C ounc il o f  S ta te  over navy p o lic y  may have 

c o n tr ib u te d  to  Cromwell’ s d e c is io n  to  d is s o lv e  th e  Rump.

In  th e  i 61*jOs and th e  e a r ly  1630s p a r ly  g roup ings in  th e  

Commons were v e iy  complex. The m a jo r ity  o f th e  M .P .s were n o t 

, i n  ary  way com m itted to  a p a r t i c u l a r  group in  th e  House, and th e  

v e iy  word ’p a r t y ’ was d is l ik e d  by some co n tem p o ra rie s . There 

was a P re s b y te r ia n  ’Whip* by l6i*.6, and p robab ly  an Independent 

one a ls o ,  b u t th e  Whips would have to  r e ly  even more than  t h e i r  

modem c o u n te rp a r ts  on p e rs u a s io n , and, where a p a r ty  had a m a jo r i ty ,  

on p a tro n a g e . Whoever was w orking c lo s e ly  w ith  Vane would som etim es 

be found a t  th e  same p e r io d  v o tin g  a g a in s t him, and t h i s  i s  e q u a lly  

t r u e  o f  H o lie s . R e lig io u s  a f f i l i a t i o n s  a re  n o t by any means 

in v a r ia b ly  an in d ic a t io n  o f p o l i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e  -  though Tate and 

P rid eau x  were u s u a l ly  found on V ane’ s s id e  in  p o l i t i c a l  m a t te r s , 

B a i l l i e  m entions th e  s tro n g  su p p o rt they  gave to  th e  S c o t t is h  

members o f  th e  W estm inster Assembly in  th e  m a tte r  o f  r e l ig io u s
A

t o l e r a t i o n .

N e v e rth e le ss  th e r e  are  numerous in d ic a t io n s  t h a t  in d iv id u a l  

M .P .s p lanned  befo rehand  th e  p o lic y  they  would fo llo w  in  p a r l ia m e n t, 

and made use o f  p ro c e d u ra l r u le s  to  secure  a m a jo r ity  f o r  t h e i r  

v iew s. T h is was n o t a new p a rlia m e n ta ry  a r t  -  i t  had o f  course  

been used  by E liz a b e th a n  M .P .s -  b u t Vane was an ab le  and a lso

1 . B a i l l i e , i i , 237.
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u nscrupu lous exponent o f  i t .  As e a r ly  a s  May 1641 he was 

t r y in g  to  secure  th e  p a s s in g  o f  a b i l l  l e g a l i s in g  th e  im pressm ent 

o f  s a i l o r s  by in tro d u c in g  i t  in  a th in  house , and ru sh in g  th e  

m easure th ro u g h , and in  th e  same month he was one o f th o se  who 

p ersu ad ed  D ering  to  in tro d u c e  t h e i r  Root and Branch b i l l  a s  h is  

own. The two o rd in an c es  e s ta b l is h in g  th e  Committee o f  Both 

Kingdoms were Vane* s w ork, and th e re  i s  an in d ic a t io n  in  D*Ewes 

th a t  Vane d e l ib e r a te ly  fo rb o re  to  convene a committee one a fte rn o o n  

so t h a t  n e x t morning e a r l y ,  p robably  when few members w ere p r e s e n t ,  

he co u ld  c a l l  th e  m eeting  and c o n tro l  th e  com m ittee*s f in d in g s .

He cou ld  ig n o re  p a r lia m e n ta iy  p reced en t on o ccasio n  -  i t  was n o t 

u su a l f o r  the  names o f  com m ittee members to  be in c lu d ed  in  a b i l l  

when i t  was b rought in to  th e  House, bu t t h i s  was done in  th e  Committee 

o f  Both Kingdoms o rd in a n c e . P e re g rin e  Pelham and Tate a re  b o th  found 

more th an  once speaking in  a way th a t  g iv e s  a s tro n g  im p ress io n  o f  

p r io r  arrangem ent w ith  Vane. The London p e t i t i o n s  v ^ ich  so 

o p po rtune ly  ex p ressed  su p p o rt f o r  Vane*s p o l ic y  cannot have a r r iv e d  

by c o in c id e n c e . He used  th e  Independent m a jo r ity  in  p a rlia m e n t to  

secu re  c o n tro l  o f  peace n e g o tia t io n s  f o r  th e  Committee o f  Both 

Kingdoms in  1644 , and o f  th e  navy in  1647. H is appointm ent as 

• com m issioner to  th e  Array in  1647 was th o u g h t by H o lie s , and perhaps 

by W hitelocke a ls o ,  to  be th e  r e s u l t  o f  a p rev io u s  arrangem ent among 

th e  Independen t le a d e r s ,  and th e re  i s  ev idence  from I l lb u r n e ,

Vïildman and th e  r o y a l i s t  d iu m a ls  th a t  th e r e  was an Independent 

* Junto* a t  t h i s  p e rio d  w hich c o n ce rted  p o lic y  among th em se lv es.



365.

Such Ju n to e s  n a tu r a l ly  d id  n o t b lazon  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  abroad , 

b u t th e  l e t t e r s  o f  Vane and N orthern  M .P.s such as Pelham and 

W iddrington show t h a t  o f te n  much p re lim in a ry  work was n ecessa ry  

to  secu re  a c t io n  by th e  Commons.

Vane’ s r e l a t i o n s  w ith  th e  C ity  o f  London a re  im portan t and 

i n te r e s t i n g ,  bu t in  the  n a tu re  o f  th in g s ,  h i s  c o n ta c ts  were 

l i k e l y  to  be c la n d e s t in e .  H is a ttem p t in  1643 to  circum vent 

th e  Commons’ r e f u s a l  to  accep t th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f  a p u n itiv e  

’ co v en an t’ which th e  C ity  w anted, i s  a case  in  p o in t .  I t  was Vane’ s 

f r i e n d ,  S t .  Jo h n , w ith  v/hom Vane was working c lo s e ly ,  who ’r ig g e d ’
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th e  Common C ouncil e le c t io n s  in  December 1643# As a lre ad y  

n o te d . C ity  p e t i t i o n s  a r r iv e d  a t  p e c u l ia r ly  opportune moments -  

f o r  in s ta n c e  Fowke * s p e t i t io n  in  fav o u r o f  r e - e s ta b l i s h in g  th e  

Committee o f  Both Kingdoms, which was p re se n te d  a t  th e  c r u c ia l  tim e  

in  1644 . Fowke’s O ctober p e t i t i o n  o f  th a t  y e a r  was used  by Vane 

in  an a ttem p t to  weaken th e  e a r l  o f E ssex ’s f o r c e s .  I t  was Lord 

Mayor A tk ins who inform ed Vane o f C ran fo rd ’ s a l le g a t io n s  a g a in s t  

S t .  John and Vane -  one would have expected  A tk in s to  inform  th e  

S peaker, bu t he d id  n o t .  A f te r  1645 th e se  in d ic a t io n s  o f Vane’s 

co n n ec tio n s  w ith  th e  C ity  cease  to a p p ea r, and th e  s i tu a t io n  had 

c le a r ly  changed.

W idely t o l e r a n t  i n  r e l i g io n .  Vane was f a r  from  to le r a n t  tow ards 

th o se  who d i f f e r e d  from him p o l i t i c a l l y .  The f i r s t  v ic tim s  o f  t h i s  

r u th le s s n e s s ,  (which has re c e iv e d  l i t t l e  o r  no a t t e n t io n  from  h is  

b io g ra p h e rs ) , were th e  u n fo r tu n a te  Tomkins and C h a lle n o r , Edmund 

W a lle r ’s accom plices, t r i e d  by m i l i t a r y  law and v e ry  sp e ed ily  

ex ecu ted  -  Vane argued  in  fav o u r o f  t h e i r  t r i a l  by c o u rt m a r t ia l .

H is suppo rt f o r  th e  C ity  covenan t, m entioned above, and f o r  se v e re  

p e n a l t i e s  to  be imposed on th o se  re fu s in g  th e  Solemn League and 

C ovenant, a re  in  keep ing  w ith  h i s  u n w illin g n e ss  to  exempt r o y a l i s t s  

from  s t r in g e n t  punishm ent, and w ith  h i s  a s s is ta n c e  to  Pelham when 

t h a t  doughty p u r i ta n  w ished th e  b ish o p s to  be a r ra ig n e d  on a c a p i t a l  

ch a rg e . Vane’ s v in d ic t iv e  a t t a c k  on C h ris to p h e r Love, which 

r e s u l te d  in  th e  lo s s  o f  an o th e r l i f e ,  i s  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  th e  f a c t  

t h a t  to  Vane p o l i t i c s  were indeed  a form  o f  c i v i l i a n  w ar.
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H is e q u iv o ca l a t t i t u d e  to  th a t  p a r t  o f  th e  Solemn League 

and Covenant which prom ised  th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f  p re sb y te r ia n ism  

in  England i s  only  one in s ta n c e  o f  a c e r t a in  la c k  o f  honesty  

which marks much o f h i s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r .  From th e  tim e he used 

sp ec io u s argum ents to  p re v e n t th e  F rench  envoy from denouncing 

th e  vandalism  o f M arten and Curdon a t  Som erset House, to  December 

1648, when he la b e l le d  a s  r o y a l i s t s  th o se  who wanted to  con tinue  

peace n e g o tia t io n s  w ith  th e  k in g , one se es  on m a n y  o c ca s io n s  h i s  

la c k  o f  scrupu lous re g a rd  f o r  t r u th .  T his i s  o f  cou rse  a charge 

f re q u e n t ly  le v e l le d  a g a in s t  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  and one supposes th a t  

M .P .S  o f  th e  164ÛS and l6 5 0 s  were s u b je c t  to  th e  same te m p ta tio n s  

as o th e r s .  N e v e rth e le ss  Vane’ s ’ ju g g l in g ’ seems to  have no p a r a l l e l  

among h i s  con tem poraries (u n le s s  Cromwell i s  adm itted  h e r e ) ,  and 

goes f a r  to  j u s t i f y  th e  e p i th e t  L ilb u m e  so f re q u e n tly  u se s  o f  

Vane -  M a c c h iav e llian . He was M acch iav e llian  to  a s s e r t  t h a t  th e  

e a r l  o f  E ssex cou ld  alw ays send th e  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms h is  

reaso n s f o r  re fu s in g  to  obey t h e i r  o rd e r s ,  and to  argue t h a t  th e  

Committee o f  Both Kingdoms, and n o t an ^  hoc com m ittee, shou ld  have 

charge o f  peace n e g o t ia t io n s ,  because t h i s  would mean th a t  th e  Scots 

v/ould have a p a r t  in  such n e g o tia t io n s ,  t h o u ^  he knew th a t  th e  

Sco ts were o f te n  excluded  from  th e  Com m ittee’ s d e l ib e r a t io n s # To 

a rg u e , a s  he d id  in  1644, t h a t  he d id  n o t  owe h i s  o ff 'ic e  o f  navy 

t r e a s u r e r  to  p a r lia m e n t, was d is in g en u o u s , even though he had 

o r ig in a l ly  p robab ly  bought th e  o f f ic e  from th e  k in g . The r e -  

in t ro d u c tio n  o f  an o rd in an c e  which th e  Lords had p a sse d , and d o u b tle ss
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fo rg o t te n ,  e s ta b l is h in g  th e  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms, v/as 

d is h o n e s t ,  though l e g a l .  W hatever th e  purpose o f  h i s  n e g o tia t io n s  

w ith  Lord L ovelace, they  a re  marked by d e c e p tio n . Gontemporaiy 

a l le g a t io n s  t h a t  Vane took  p a r t  in  peace n e g o tia t io n s  which he 

in te n d ed  to  f a i l ,  a re  p ro b ab ly  n o t f a r  o f f  th e  m ark. Two o f  h i s  

m is s io n s , to  York in  1644 , and to  De R etz a t  a l a t e r  and u n c e r ta in  

d a te ,  a re  somewhat m y s te r io u s ; t h i s  i s  i n  keeping  w ith  h i s  dev ious 

p o l i t i c a l  m ethods. H is can d id  adm ission  in  I 656 shows th a t  he was 

aware o f  th e  unorthodox n a tu re  o f  h is  e x p e d ie n ts ;  ’As to  th e  

c a p a c ity  w herein  th e se  p e rso n s  [th e  su p p o r te rs  o f  th e  ’good p a r t y j . . .  

have a c te d , i t  h a th  been v e iy  v a r ia b le , and su b je c t to  g re a t  c h a n g e s . . .  

very  seldom e, i f  ever a t  a l l ,  so e x a c tly ,  and in  a l l  p o in ts  consonant 

to  th e  ru le  o f  fo rm er Lawes and C o n s ti tu tio n s  o f  Government, a s  to  

be c le a r ly  and f u l l y  j u s t i f i e d  by them, any lo n g e r  than  th e  Law o f  

Successe and Conquest d id  uphold  them who had th e  inw ard w arran t o f
1

J u s t i c e  and R igh teousness to  encourage them in  such t h e i r  a c t in g s ’ .

From th e  beg inn ing  o f  th e  war u n t i l  P r i d e ’s P u rg e , v /ith  th e  one 

e x ce p tio n  o f  th e  v o te  o f  ’No A d d resses’ o f  August 1647-, Vane appears

1 . A H ealing  Q u estio n . . . ,  9•
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as th e  d e te m in e d  opponent o f n e g o tia t io n s  w ith  th e  k in g  -  he

w anted a d ic t a t e d  p e a c e . He defended  P a r l ia m e n t’ s f a i l u r e  to

n e g o tia te  w ith  th e  k in g , in  a speech  to  th e  C ity  i n  O ctober I 642 ,

and ex p ressed  th e  House’s ap p ro v a l o f  the r e j e c t i o n  o f  peace

o v e r tu re s  re p o r te d  by E ssex  and W a lle r . He was th e  spokesman in

th e  Commons f o r  th e  Committee o f  Both Kingdom’ s v e ry  unencouraging

resp o n se  to  peace  ’f e e l e r s ’ in  1644, and p ro b ab ly  d r a f t e d  th e  c h i l l y

re p ly  which was to  be se n t to  th e  k in g . He c e r t a in ly  had a hand

i n  th e  unconprom ising answer to  H a rc o u rt’s o f f e r  o f  m ed ia tio n ,

and was a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  o b s t ru c t iv e  response  to  th e  D utch o f f e r .

He was f re q u e n tly  found a ip p o r tin g  peace te im s w hich would be q u ite

in to le r a b le  to  th e  k in g . D’Swes g iv e s  much ev idence  th a t  Vane

t r i e d  to  d iv e r t  th e  House from  even d isc u ss in g  peace  p ro p o sa ls .

I t  i s  more d i f f i c u l t  to  de te rm ine  th e  reaso n s f o r  h i s  a t t i t u d e .

He p robab ly  f e a re d  th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f  a n a t io n a l  p re s b y te r ia n

ch u rch , w ith  i t s  r e l ig io u s  in to le ra n c e  -  even i n  th e  k in g ’ s e x tre m ity

in  l6l|B , a t  th e  Newport n e g o t ia t io n s ,  p re s b y te r ia n ism  f o r  th r e e

y e a rs  was one o f  th e  c o n d it io n s . No doubt a n o th e r  f a c to r  in  h is

mind was th e  d e s i r e  to  keep a l l  v i t a l  p o l i t i c a l  c o n tr o l ,  such as
1

t h a t  over th e  m i l i t i a ,  i n  p a r l ia m e n t’s h a n d s ..» _________________________
1 . F or Vane’s p e rc e p tio n  o f  th e  im portance  o f  th e  m i l i t i a  see

B u rto n . i i i ,  171. Also A H ealing  Q u estio n , o p . o i t » ,  5 and 9 -1 0 .
’As n o t ig n o ra n t ,  t h a t  when once embodied in  t h i s  t h e i r  [ th e  good 
p a r t y ’y  M i l i ta iy  p o s tu re ,  i n  such  manner as th ey  by common 
c o n sen t s h a l l  be found  r e q u i s i t e  f o r  th e  s a f e ty  o f  the  body, th ey  
a re  most i r r e s i s t i b l e ,  a b so lu te  and com prehensive i n  t h e i r  power; 
hav ing  th a t  w herein  th e  substance  o f  a l l  Government i s  c o n tin u e d ’ .  
See a lso  p .  133 above.
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Y/hether he h im s e lf  was in v o lv ed  i n  genuine n e g o tia t io n s  w ith

th e  k in g  cannot be de te rm in ed ; th e  L ovelace n e g o tia t io n s  cou ld

have been in te n d ed  sim ply to  o b ta in  ’in te l l ig e n c e * ,  and though

C ra n fo rd ’s a l le g a t io n s  m ust be tak en  more s e r io u s ly .  Vane’ s

co n n ec tio n  w ith  them, and t h e i r  e x a c t p u rp o r t ,  i s  n o t c e r t a i n .

For some reason  C h a rle s  h im se lf  though t as  l a t e  as March 1646 t h a t  Vane

was open to  p e rs u a s io n , though he e v id e n tly  took i t  f o r  g ra n te d

th a t  Vane was comm itted to  ’d e s tro y in g ’ th e  k in g , bu t th e re  i s  no

ev idence  th a t  Vane r e p l i e d  to  th e  k in g ’s o v e rtu re  o th e r  th an  by

a speech in  open p a r l ia m e n t.

Was he a re p u b lic a n ?  He was c e r t a in ly  n o t a d o c t r in a i r e

re p u b lic a n  in  th e  way t h a t  M arten w as. H is view i s  p ro b ab ly  summed

up i n  a p h rase  in  h i s  ’R e tir e d  Man’ s M e d ita tio n s ’ , when he speaks

o f  2 ’ In  w hatever form es th e  government be a d m in is te re d  ( t h a t  in

th em se lv es , sim ply c o n s id e re d , a re  a l l  la w fu l amd J u s t ) ’ . H e

took  th e  le a d  in  g iv in g  p a rlia m e n t c o n tro l  over th e  navy, and in

th e  making o f  a new G reat S e a l, he supported  p a r l ia m e n t’ s assum ption

o f  a u th o r i ty  o v e r the  m i l i t i a ,  b u t  th e re  i s  no speech from Vane

denouncing monarchy as such . The in d ic a t io n s  a re  t h a t  he w anted

to  t r a n s f e r  a l l  p o l i t i c a l  a u th o r i ty  to  p a r l ia m e n t, b u t he was

p re p a re d  to v o te  f o r  government by K ing, Lords and Commons i f  th e

r e a l i t i e s  o f  power were i n  p a r l ia m e n t’ s hands. He had suppo rted
2

war because o n ly  war would e s t a b l i s h  p a r l ia m e n t’ s c o n tr o l .  The

1 . R e tire d  Man’ s M e d it ia t io n s . 384-85. See a ls o  i b i d . .388 . and 
A H ealing  Q u estio n . 6 .

2 . B u rto n , i i i ,  171*
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rem oval o f  k in g sh ip , he a s s e r te d  in  1&59, had been ’ th e  only-

happy way o f  r e tu rn in g  to  t h e i r  [ th e  peo p le* ^o w n  freedom ’

There i s  n o th in g  in h e re n t ly  im probable in  h i s  su g g e s tin g  to  th e

S co ts  a t  York in  1644 t h a t  a re p u b lic  shou ld  be s e t  u p , o r  l a t e r

t h a t  same y e a r  th a t  C h a rle s  Lewis shou ld  be k in g .

In  th e  same way, th e  term  ’r a d i c a l ’ m ust be used  o f  Vane only

w ith  c a u tio n  and w ith  p r e c is e  d e f i n i t i o n .  He c e r ta in ly  w anted to

d e s tro y  th e  ro y a l  power, l e s s  c e r ta in ly  th e  monarchy o r  th e  k in g .

He was however c o n s is te n t ly  h o s t i l e  to  th e  House o f  L ords. As e a r ly

as F eb ru ary  I 642 he was p re p a re d  to  beurgain w ith  th e  L ords, su g g estin g

a qu id  p ro  quo in  amendments th a t  shocked D ’Ewes. In  1644  he p rev en ted

th e  Upper House from e x e rc is in g  t h e i r  r i g h t  to  make nom ina tions to

th e  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms. In  1646 he re s e n te d  th e  Lords

fram ing  an o rd inance  on m a tte rs  a lre a d y  d is c u s se d  in  th e  Commons,

and o b je c te d  to  ask ing  th e  L ords’ a p p ro v a l f o r  the  appoin tm ent o f

B a tten  a s  commander o f  th e  f l e e t .

He was no dem ocrat how ever. H is R epub lic  was to  be a re p u b lic

o f  th e  ’good p a r ty ’ . ’S o v e re ig n ty ’ , he w ro te , ’ought to  be in  th e
2

whole body o f  th e  p eop le  t h a t  have adhered  to  th e  c a u se ’ . He o b je c te d  

to  an o rd in an ce  being  su b m itted  to  th e  p eop le  f o r  r a t i f i c a t i o n .

The l e v e l l e r s  found him one o f  t h e i r  opponents and in  th e  c o n f l i c t  

o f  i n t e r e s t  betw een th e  Fen-men and th e  U n d e rtak ers  f o r  th e  d ra in in g

1 . B urton , i i i ,  171.
8 . A H ealing  Q u estio n . 15 . The i t a l i c s  a re  m ine.
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o f  th e  fe n  known as th e  e a r l  o f  L in d sey ’ s L ev e l, he was on the

s id e  o f  th e  U n d e rta k e rs . He defended  a p r o h ib i t iv e ly  h igh

p ro p e r iy  q u a l i f ic a t io n  f o r  th e  f r a n c h is e ,  a s  i s  w e ll  known, in

1653 . I n  Vane’ s mind th e  n a tu r a l  r i g h t  even o f  th e  godly  was to

’en joy  th e  freedome (by way o f  d u t i f u l l  com pliance and co n d iscen sio n

from a l l  th e  p a r t s  and members o f  t h i s  s o c ie ty )  to  s e t  up meet

p e rso n s  in  th e  p la c e  o f  Supreme J u d ic a tu re  and A u th o rity  amonst

them, whereby they  may have th e  use  and b e n e f i t  o f  th e  c h o ic e s t

l i g h t  and wisdome o f  th e  N ation  t h a t  th ey  a re  cap ab le  to  c a l l  f o r th ,
1

f o r  the  Rule and Government under w hich they  w i l l  l i v e ’ . He d id  

n o t advoca te  th e  r i g h t  o f  th e  r a n k -a n d - f i le  godly to  govern them selves, 

Vane’ s th e o r e t i c a l  re s p e c t  f o r  p a rlia m e n t i s  c u r io u s ly  a t  

v a r ia n c e  w ith  th e  a c tu a l  p o lic y  he fo llow ed  on some o c c a s io n s .

Not o n ly  d id  he som etim es f a i l  to  w a it  f o r  p a r l ia m e n t’ s in s t r u c t io n s ,  

b u t i t  seems t h a t  when i t  s u i te d  him to  do so , he ig n o red  p a r l ia m e n t’s 

o rd e r s  -  h i s  d e la y s  in  p re s e n tin g  h i s  navy accoun ts a re  an example 

o f  t h i s  (though when one sees  th e  enom ous amount o f  work th a t  th e s e  

in v o lv e d , one h as sympathy w ith  V ane). H is f a i l u r e  to  pay h a lf  o f 

h i s  p r o f i t s  as navy t r e a s u r e r  to  th e  Conm ittee o f  th e  Revenue i s  a 

more f l a g r a n t  exanp le  o f  th e  same a t t i t u d e .  By w orking c lo s e ly  w ith  

I r e to n  in  th e  summer o f  1647 and a lm ost c e r ta in ly  w ith  Cromwell to o ,

1 . A H ealing Q u estio n . 3 -4 .
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he was n o t d e fen d in g  p a rlia m e n t a g a in s t  a r m y  c o n tr o l ,  and, i f  

r o y a l i s t  a l le g a t io n s  a re  to  be r e l i e d  upon, he a c tu a l ly  used  

th e  th r e a t  o f  Army in te rv e n t io n  to  persuade p a rlia m e n t to  vo te  

acco rd ing  to  h is  w ishes in  December l6 if8 . H is condescending 

re fe re n c e s  to  p a rlia m e n t in  h i s  l e t t e r  to  Cromwell o f  August I 651 

do no t in d ic a te  a g r e a t  r e s p e c t  f o r  th a t  body.

Moreover th e re  i s  ev idence  t h a t ,  a s  a lre a d y  n o ted , when Vane’s 

group were in  a m in o rity  in  p a rlia m e n t o r  i t s  com m ittees he sim ply 

d id  n o t a t te n d .  H o lie s  made t h i s  a l le g a t io n  concern ing  th e  

Independent g ro u p ’ s a tten d a n ce  a t  th e  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms 

in  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  1646 and th e  e a r ly  months o f  1647, Euid i t  would 

c e r t a in ly  e x p la in  Vane’ s p ro lo n g ed  absence from th e  A dm iralty  

Committee and p a rlia m e n t a t  t h a t  tim e . S im ila r ly  he absen ted  

h im se lf  from th o se  bod ies f o r  about s ix  weeks a t  th e  tim e o f  th e  

k in g ’ s t r i a l .  F a i lu re  to  c a n y  th e  House w ith  him in  h is  a t t i t u d e  

to  th e  v i t a l  n e g o tia t io n s  w ith  H olland  in  1652 would e x p la in  h i s  

o th e rw ise  s u r p r i s in g  absence from  p a rlia m e n t f o r  two months a t  

th e  beg inn ing  o f  th e  D utch War.

A f te r  t h i s  i n t e r v a l  Vane r e tu rn e d , as a f t e r  th e  k in g ’s  e x e c u tio n ,

to  p u t h is  o u ts ta n d in g  o rg a n is in g  powers a t  th e  s e rv ic e  o f  th e  s t a t e ,

and B r i ta in ’ s v ic to ry  in  th e  war was due to  h i s  a d m in is tra t io n  o f

th e  navy more th an  to  any o th e r  f a c to r  excep t th e  gen iu s o f  th e  

B r i t i s h  a d m ira ls . H is maiden speech in  p a rlia m e n t had s tru c k  

th e  keynote o f  h is  l a t e r  work f o r  the navy. In  t h i s  Vane p lead ed  

f o r  money f o r  th e  f l e e t ,  and h i s  re fe re n c e s  to  th e  B r i t i s h  command
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o f  th e  sea  showed th a t  he was aware o f  th e  ch a llen g e  o f  

R ic h e l ie u ’ s navy, and t h a t  he saw th e  navy as  an im p o rtan t 

in s tru m e n t o f  fo re ig n  p o l ic y .  The Lord A dm iral, th e  e a r l  o f  

N orthum berland, had a ls o  shDwn much i n t e r e s t  in  th e  navy, bu t 

Vane’s speeches o f  t h i s  p e r io d  had a fo rc e  and urgency t h a t  

N orthum berland’s la c k e d , and i t  was p ro b ab ly  Vane who le d  th e  

demand f o r  an e n e rg e t ic  p o l ic y .  In  November 164I P a rlia m e n t took 

an im p o rta n t s te p ;  i t  assumed c o n tro l  o f  th e  d i s p o s i t io n  o f  n av a l 

fo rc e s  when i t  re q u e s te d  th e  Lord A dm iral to  a s s ig n  fo u r  sh ip s  f o r  

th e  d efen ce  o f I r e la n d ;  and Vane p re s e n te d  th e  o rd in an ce  which 

was to  be N orthum berland’ s w arran t f o r  c a r iy in g  o u t P a r l ia m e n t’s 

o r d e r .  T h is a c tio n  was, as a lread y  n o te d , c o n s is te n t  w ith  h is  

d e te rm in a tio n  to  w re s t c o n tro l  o f  th e  m i l i t i a  from th e  crown, and 

h is  su p p o rt f o r  the  making o f  a new G rea t S e a l. The November 

o rd in an ce  was fo llow ed  w ith in  a c o u p le  o f  weeks by Vane’ s d ism is sa l  

from th e  p o s t  o f  navy t r e a s u r e r ,  and one wonders i f  th e  two even ts 

were co n n ec ted .

When war had broken o u t ,  p a rlia m e n t appo in ted  s ix  men to  tak e  

o v e r th e  d u t ie s  o f  th e  Surveyor, C o o p tro H e r and C le rk  o f  th e  A cts 

to  th e  navy; Vane was one o f th e  s ix ,  and was re -a p p o in te d  a lso  as 

navy t r e a s u r e r .  But i t  was G ile s  Greene who dom inated navy 

a d m in is tra t io n  u n t i l  1647 -  i t  was he who c o n s ta n tly  r e p o r te d  from 

th e  im p o rtan t Navy and Customs Com m ittee, and who w ro te  th e  j u s t ­

i f i c a t i o n  o f  th a t  Committee a g a in s t  i t s  c r i t i c s ’ i l l - in f o rm e d  a tta c k s ,

Vane was a member however o f  th e  many navy comm ittees -,
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o f  th e  p e r io d ,  and G-reene p a id  t r ib u t e  in  h is  'Defence* to  th e  

work o f  th e  navy tr e a s u re r*  Undoubtedly V ane 's m ajor p re ­

o ccu p a tio n  from 1642 to  l6if8 was w ith  p o l i t i c s  -  he cou ld  n o t 

have d ev o ted  enough tim e to  th e  navy to be th e  m ainspring  o f  

th e  Navy and Customs o r  A dm iralty  Com m ittees. In  f a c t  d u rin g  t h i s  

p e rio d  a new o f f i c i a l  ap p ears  in  th e  Navy O ffice  -  th e  depu ty  

t r e a s u r e r .  The Committee o f  Navy and Customs se n t f o r  him # ien  

they  needed d e t a i l s  o f  navy f in a n c e , and Vane adm itted  th a t  he 

was unab le  to  devo te  th e  p e rs o n a l  a t t e n t io n  to  navy f in a n c e  th a t  

i t  r e q u ire d , because he was p re -o ccu p ied  w ith  p u b lic  a f f a i r s .

The l a s t  c la u se  o f  th e  Self-D enying O rdinance p ro te c te d  Vane, 

i f  no-one e l s e ,  from lo s s  o f  o f f i c e ,  and h i s  te n u re  o f  th e  navy 

t r e a s u r e r s h ip  was t t i r th e r  s tre n g th e n e d  by an o rd inance  o f  p a rlia m e n t 

o f  J u ly  1645# T h is confirm ed h i s  appointm ent f o r  th e  d u ra t io n  

o f  thw w ar, b u t s t ip u la te d  t h a t  he should  pay to  th e  Committee 

o f  th e  Revenue h a l f  h i s  p r o f i t s  from h is  o f f i c e .  A ccording to  th e  

accoun ts Vane b e la te d ly  p re s e n te d  to  the  Commons Committee o f  

A ccounts, h i s  p r o f i t s  f o r  A ugust 1642 to  May l6if5 were sm a ll -  

some £617 a l to g e th e r .  When he p re se n te d  h i s  accounts f o r  May 

1645 to  May 1649 to  th e  l e s s  p u b lic  in s p e c t io n  o f th e  A ud it and 

P ip e  O f f ic e s ,  a very  d i f f e r e n t  s i tu a t io n  was re v e a le d  -  he had d e riv e d  

a p r o f i t  o f  some £4>000 a y e a r  f o r  tiie th re e  y e a rs  a f t e r  May 1645$ 

and w e ll o v e r  £5 $000 a y e a r  f o r  May 1649 to  December I 65O. He d id  n o t 

pay h a l f  to  th e  Committee o f  th e  Revenue, and th e  Committee (o f  which 

h i s  f a th e r  was chairm an) made no com pla in t. Nor d id  he su r re n d e r  h is  

o f f i c e  a t  th e  end o f th e  w ar, a s  i n s t r u c te d ,  and th e  Commons r a is e d

no o b je c t io n .
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Vane p robab ly  d id  n o t a tte n d  very  f re q u e n tly  the  A dm iralty  

Committee, s e t  up in  A p r i l  1645 bu t to  w hich he was n o t ap p o in ted  

u n t i l  O ctober o f  t h a t  y e a r ;  c e r ta in ly  he d id  n o t a t te n d  from  

O ctober 1646 to  Septem ber 1647, bu t when th e  Independen ts secu red  

c o n tro l  o f  th e  Committee i n  September 1647 he began to  appear more 

r e g u la r ly .  Only f o r  a month o r  two however; in  November 1647 

he was r a r e ly  p re s e n t ,  and in  December went o f f  to  th e  co u n try  

f o r  e ig h t  w eeks, p ro b ab ly  on account o f  i l l - h e a l t h .  Greene 

had re tu rn e d  to  London in  t h a t  December a f t e r  a th re e  months* 

absence; he was p ro b ab ly  once more th e  d i r e c t in g  s p i r i t  i n  n av a l 

a d m in is t r a t io n , f o r  even when Vane re tu rn e d  to  p a rlia m e n t he made 

in f re q u e n t  a tten d a n ce s  a t  th e  Committee. With th e  e a r l  o f  W arwick's 

appoin tm ent as Adm iral i n  1648, as a r e s u l t  o f  th e  n a v a l m u tin ie s , 

th e  A dm iralty  Committee la p s e d , though th e  f in a n c ia l  com m ittee 

was s t i l l  c o n tin u in g . The Newport n e g o tia t io n s  and o th e r  v i t a l  

p o l i t i c a l  p ro b le n s  must have occupied  him in  th e la te  summer and 

autumn o f  1648, and he w ithdrew  from p u b lic  a f f a i r s  e a r ly  i n  December. 

The c o n c lu s io n  must be drawn th a t  he was n o t a m ajor f ig u r e  in  

n a v a l a d m in is tra t io n  from  1642 to  1648 , ex cep t as navy t r e a s u r e r .

In  February  1649 Vane and two o th e r  men were ap p o in ted  as th e  

A dm iralty  Committee o f  th e  C ouncil o f  S t a t e .  T h is Committee, whose 

membership was soon e n la rg e d , has l e f t  v e iy  f u l l  re c o rd s  w hich g ive  

u s  an i l lu m in a t in g  p ic tu r e  o f  h i s  a s to n is h in g  energy . H is a c t iv i t y  

in  n a v a l a d m in is tra t io n  a t  t h i s  time i s  h i s  t ru e  c la im  to  be regarded  

as th e  c r e a to r  o f  th e  Commonwealth navy. He was t i r e l e s s  in  making
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p la n s  f o r  f in a n c in g  th e  navy, d e v is in g  inducem ents f o r  o f f i c e r s ,  

co rrespond ing  w ith  th e  g e n e r a ls - a t - s e a ,  whom he was a t  p a in s  to  

c o n su lt  on e v e r y  m a tte r  on w hich t h e i r  e x p erien ce  would be 

v a lu a b le . H is m aste iy  o f  navy f in a n c e  i s  shown in  a hundred 

ways, and h i s f b r e s ig h t  on t h i s  and many o th e r  t o p ic s .  L e g is la t io n  

on s a ilo rs *  p ay , on im pressm ent and good conduct m edals was p a sse d , 

and th e  c a re  f o r  th e  wounded a t  t h i s  p e r io d  owes som ething to  Vane. 

One se es  once more h is  a d m in is tra t iv e  and p o l i t i c a l  methods -  on 

o ccasio n  he would a c t  f i r s t  and seek a u th o r is a t io n  from th e  C ouncil 

a f te rw a rd s , and he was aware o f  th e  n e c e s s i ty  f o r  p r io r  ‘o rg a n isa tio n *  

i f  the  C ouncil was to  be moved to  tak e  a c t io n .  The g r e a t  n a v a l 

b u ild in g  programme o f  November 1649 onwards was due to  the  i n i t i a t i v e  

o f  th e  C ouncil*s A dm iralty  Com m ittee, on w hich , i t  i s  c le a r  from  

th e  re c o rd s  o f  a tten d an ce  a t  th e  Committee, Vane was th e  main f ig u r e ,  

though th e  c o n tr ib u tio n  o f  V a len tin e  W alton and o th e r  members must 

n o t  be ig n o re d . P a r lia m e n t had b u i l t  s ix  sh ip s  in  1647$ none in  

1648 and e a r ly  1649$ i n  s p i t e  o f  th e  d e fe c t io n  in  May 1648 o f  B a tten  

and n e a r ly  h a l f  th e  F l e e t .  From th e  tim e Vane became a member o f  

th e  A dm iralty  Com mittee, P a rlia m e n t embarked on an am b itio u s sh ip ­

b u ild in g  programme -  s ix  i n  l649$ te n  each  in  each o f  th e  n ex t 

th re e  y e a r s ,  t h i r t e e n  in  165) .  In  Septem ber I 652 , when th e  Dutch 

War had begun. P a rlia m e n t a c tu a l ly  a g reed  to  th e  b u ild in g  o f  t h i r t y  

new f r i g a t e s ,  though t h i s  was p robab ly  beyond the  co u n try * s  re s o u rc e s ,

and th e re  seems to  be no in d ic a t io n  t h a t  t h i s  g ran d io se  p r o je c t  was 

c a r r ie d  o u t .  The enormous programme which a c tu a l ly  was e f f e c te d
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would have been im p o ssib le  i f  Vane had n o t d e v ised  th e  f i n a n c ia l  

means f o r  c a r ry in g  i t  o u t ,  and th e  l in e s  in  M ilto n ’s so n n e t, s e n t  

to  him in  J u ly  1652,

Then to  ad v ise  how v/ar may b e s t  uph e ld  

Move by h e r two main n e rv e s , i ro n  and g o ld  

were a re fe re n c e  to Vane’s work in  t h i s  sphere  a t  t h i s  tim e .

P robably  th e  sh ip s  P a r lia m e n t was b u ild in g  were o f  th e  new 

ty p e  f i r s t  b u i l t  i n  th e  l6 3 0 s , and t h i s  e x p la in s  th e  s a le  o f  many 

ro y a l  sh ip s  a t  t h i s  tim e . Slyngesby l a t e r  w ro te  t h a t  convoys had 

been d i f f i c u l t  to  o b ta in  and expensive  u n t i l  1649; a f t e r  t h a t  

they  were su p p lie d  to  merchantmen f r e e  o f  ch arg e  -  was t h i s  a lso  

due to  Vane’s i n i t i a t i v e ?

P ro o f o f  h i s  d i l i g e n t  work in  th e  A dm iralty  Committee i s  found  

in  i t s  m inutes from  February  I 65O onw ards, when f o r tu n a te ly  th e  

c le rk  began to  re c o rd  a tte n d a n c e s  c o n s c ie n t io u s ly .  O ctober

1651 th e re  were t h i r t e e n  members o f  th e  Com m ittee, bu t th e  u su a l  

a tten d a n ce  was th re e  o r  fo u r ,  o f  whom Vane was alm ost alv/ays o n e . 

The c o n tro l  by th e  C ouncil o f  S ta te  however and th e  d e lay s  w hich 

i t  e n ta i le d ,  must have irk e d  him , f o r  i n  June  1 651 he and Bond 

wanted th e  Commons to  s e t  up A dm iralty  Com m issioners; th e  Conmons 

r e je c te d  th e  p la n ,  and v e s te d  c o n tro l  once more in  th e  C ouncil o f  

S ta te .  Two f u r t h e r  a tte m p ts  to  persuade  th e  Commons to  ap p o in t 

s p e c ia l  A dm iralty  com m issioners f a i l e d ,  bu t in  D ecanber l652 th e  

B r i t i s h  d e f e a t  a t  Dungeness persuaded  p a rlia m e n t to  do what Vane
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had long seen  was n e c e ssa ry , and n ine  A dm iralty  com m issioners,

in c lu d in g  th e  th ree  commanders o f  th e  f l e e t  and two men who were

n o t members o f  p a rlia m e n t, were a p p o in ted . The balance o f  th e

committee was thus changed -  a m a jo rity  o f  th e  new men were navy

e x p e r ts  and n o t p o l i t i c i a n s .  H e s i l r ig e ’ s t r ib u t e  to  Vane in  1659 -

'When ou r a f f a i r s ,  as to  th e  Navy, were such  we could  n o t tu rn

o u rse lv e s  unto  them, d id  we n o t tu rn  o u r eyes upon th a t  gentlem an,
1

by whose prov idence i t  was so e x c e lle n t ly  managed?* -  and th a t  

o f  V ane 's f i r s t  b io g rap h e r, S ik e s , both  r e f e r  to  t h i s  p e r io d  in  

V ane's c a r e e r .  The new com m issioners' l e t t e r s  have a r e l ig io u s  

tone ab sen t from those o f th e  p rev io u s A dm iralty  C om m ittee 's , and 

though G ile s  Greene had tak en  p r id e  i n  h is  com m ittee 's  p r a c t ic e  o f 

c o n su ltin g  th e  s a i lo r s  and navy o f f i c i a l s ,  t h i s  i s  much more marked 

in  th e  December 1652 com m issioners. V ane 's p ro d ig io u s  a c t iv i t y  

du ring  th e  nex t few months i s  beyond p r a i s e ;  h is  g re a t  a d m in is tra t iv e  

powers had f u l l  scope, and th e re  i s  ample p ro o f th a t  th e  E n g lish  

v ic to ry  in  th e  Dutch War owed most to  h is  e f f o r t s ,  though t r ib u t e  

should a lso  be p a id  to  h i s  fe llow -M .P .s Carew, Salwey, and Thomson, 

and to  Navy Commissioner Langley. There was f r i c t i o n  however w ith

Cromwell and the  C ouncil o f  S ta te ;  w hether th i s  was a cause o r  a 

r e s u l t  o f  h i s  w orsening r e l a t io n s  w ith  Cromwell th e re  i s  no means 

o f  knowing.

1. Burton, i i i ,  2*42-43.
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As a c o n s tru c t iv e  s ta te sm an  Vane was a f ig u re  o f  c o n s id e ra b le

s t a tu r e .  I t  i s  rem arkable how mary o f  th e  d e c is iv e  m easures o f

th e  1640s and e a r ly  l650s were e i t h e r  i n i t i a t e d  by him, o r  c a r r ie d

o u t by him , o r  b o th . He p o ssessed  an o r ig in a l  mind -  he w ro te

th a t  no human o rd inance  m ust expect to  be exenpt from  change and
1

rem oval, i f  th e  s p i r i t  o f  C h r is t  r e q u ire s  i t s  change. The

r e - in t r o d u c t io n  o f  im pressm ent in  th e  navy was la rg e ly  due to  h i s

e f f o r t s ,  and h e , w ith  one o th e r  M.P. d r a f te d  th e  o rd in an ce  by which

th e  C ourt o f  Wards was f i n a l l y  a b o lish e d ; t h i s  fo llo w ed  a m otion
2

t h a t  h i s  young b ro th e r - in - la w  shou ld  be f r e e d  from  w ard sh ip .
3

I t  was Vane who n e g o tia te d  th e  Solemn League and C ovenant, He 

and S t .  John  were re s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  e s ta b lish m e n t and l a t e r  

renew al o f  th e  Committee o f  Both Kingdoms, The S elf-D eny ing  

O rd inance, proposed  by T a te , was seconded by Vane. The o rd in an ce  

was an ex ceed in g ly  shrewd move, f o r  i t  n o t o n ly  r i d  th e  c o u n try  

o f  th e  in e f f e c t iv e  le a d e rs h ip  -  as Vane and S t .  John th o u g h t -  o f  

the  e a r l  o f  E ssex , bu t i t  meant th e  su p p re ss in g  o f a com m ittee 

c o n tro l le d  by t h e i r  r i v a l s ,  le d  by H o lie s . I t  a lso  c o u n te re d  

a l le g a t io n s  t h a t  th e  M .P .s' were e n r ic h in g  them selves. The l a t t e r  

would make i t  veiy  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  H o lie s , and th e  e a r l s  o f  Essex 

and Warwick, to  oppose th e  m easure in  th e  coun try  a t  ] a rg e .  Vane 

was a s s o c ia te d  in  one way o r  ano ther v /ith  th e  b o ld  and im a g in a tiv e

1 . R e tired . Man* s M e d ita tio n s , 389.
2 . G J .iv ,  432.
3 . ^That gentlem an has m ost reason  to  know the  grounds o f  th e  

C ovenant*. C o l.B irc h , speaking  in  th e  1639 d e b a te s . B u r to n ,iv ,331•
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even have toyed  w ith  th e  id e a  o f  un ion  between P a r l ia m e n ta r ia n s  

and F ro n d eu rs .

B a i l l i e  a s s e r te d  Vane was P a r l ia m e n t 's  d ra ftsm a n , and th e re  

i s  much ev idence in  th e  Commons J o u rn a ls  to  suppo rt h i s  s ta te m e n t. 

R e p lie s  to  p e t i t i o n s ,  m essages from th e  King o r  from fo re ig n  powers 

a l l  f e l l  to  V ane's l o t  to  fram e, as d id  n a r r a t iv e s  o f  b a t t l e s ,  

l e t t e r s  o f  thanks to  g e n e ra ls  and in s t r u c t io n s  to  h o ld e rs  o f  p u b lic  

o f f i c e .  I f  th e re  was d i f f i c u l t y  in  p h ra s in g  the  document in  such 

a way a s  to  make i t  a c c e p ta b le  i t  was even more l ik e ly  to  be h is  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  The l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  th e  Grand Remonstrance seems 

to  have been th e  work o f  Vane and F ie n n e s . H is f i n a n c ia l  knowledge 

and acumen meant t h a t  he o f te n  had th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  f o r  p re s e n tin g  

long and i n t r i c a t e  s ta te m e n ts  o f  s e c t io n s  o f  th e  n a t i o n 's  accoun ts 

to  p a r l ia m e n t. In  t h i s  ^ h e r e  a lone  p a r l ia m e n t 's  dependence on 

h is  s k i l l  and c le a r-h e a d e d n e ss  i s  anply  d em o n stra ted .

In  fo re ig n  a f f a i r s  he p lay ed  an im p o rtan t p a r t  from  th e  e s ta b l i s h ­

ment o f  th e  re p u b lic  to  th e  d is s o lu t io n  o f  th e  Rump. I n  h i s  l e t t e r s  

to  Cromwell he w ro te  as though he had c o n tr o l  o f  fo re ig n  p o l ic y ,  and

t h i s  co rre sp o n d s w ith  th e  a u th o r i ty  w ith  which he spoke o f  fo re ig n
1

a f f a i r s  i n  th e  1659 p a r l ia m e n t.  But i n  th e  sphere  o f  fo re ig n  

p o l ic y ,  a m uch-neg lected  a sp e c t o f  th e  in te rreg n u m , th e  d i f f i c u l t y

1 . B u rto n , i i i ,  401 .



582.,

o f  d is t in g u is h in g  between th e  work o f  one man and the work o f  th e  

c o u n c il  o r  committee to  which he be longed , i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a c u te .

I t  can be seen however t h a t  he was d e te rm in ed  to  make fo r e ig n  powers 

r e s p e c t  the  Commonwealth, t h a t  the  Span ish  ambassador in  1652 

reg a rd ed  him as th e  enemy o f  %>ain, and i t  looks as though he opposed 

th e  ru p tu re  w ith  H o lland  in  th a t  y e a r .

H is r e l ig io u s  view s a re  b e t t e r  l e a m t  from h i s  w r i t in g s  than

from th e  rec o rd s  o f  h i s  p a rlia m e n ta iy  a c t i v i t i e s .  He was a s t e m

eneny o f  the  b ish o p s , and made t h i s  c l e a r  from th e  tim e o f  th e  Root

and B ranch b i l l  d e b a te s  onw ards. He was e q u a l]y  opposed to  c l e r i c a l

c o n tr o l  by p re s b y te r ia n  m in is te r s .  He v ig o ro u s ly  defended  in  th e

Commons men o f  unorthodox r e l ig io u s  v iew s. The s t ru g g l in g  colony

o f  Rhode Is la n d  was tw ice  p ro te c te d  from  th e  c lu tc h e s  o f  in to le r a n t

M assach u se tts  by V an e 's  e f f o r t s .  I t  i s  im p o rtan t to  n o t ic e  th a t

h i s  method o f  secu rin g  r e l ig io u s  t o l e r a t i o n  was to  om it a l l

re fe re n c e  in  th e  r e le v a n t  documents to  th e  s t a t e 's  c o e rc iv e  power

in  th e  r e l ig io u s  sp h e re . T h is i s  e n t i r e l y  consonant w ith  h is

w r i t te n  view s -  as he p u t i t ,  'When th e  S c r ip tu re  s a i th  t h a t  th e

Rule o f  M agistracy  i s  o v e r men, we a re  to  u n d ers tan d  by t h i s  term e,

th e  p ro p e r  sp h e re , bounds and l im i t s  o f  t h a t  o f f i c e ;  w hich i s  no t

to  in t r u d e  in to  th e  o f f i c e  and p ro p e r  concerns o f  C h r i s t 's  inw ard

Government and ru le  in  th e  co n sc ie n ce , b u t to c o n te n t i t s e l f  w ith
1

th e  outv/ard m an '.

1 . R e ti r e d  Man's M e d i t ia t io n s , 388.
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H is p o l i t i c a l  g i f t s  r e v e a l  them selves unm istakeably  in  th e

rec o rd s  o f  th e  1640s and e a r ly  l6 5 0 s . He was a m aste r o f  p a rlia m e n ta ry

t a c t i c s ,  w ith  an o r ig in a l  m ind, and e x tra o rd in a ry  c a p a c ity  f o r

re c o n c il in g  th e  i r r e c o n c i la b le ,  and energy l im ite d  only  by h is

p e r io d s  o f  bad h e a l th .  H is r u th le s s n e s s ,  one must remember, was

p robab ly  due to  h is  d e s i r e  to  p r o te c t  the  p a r ty  he championed -

he was i n  no doubt t h a t  o n ly  a se c tio n  o f  th e  n a tio n  had suppo rted
1

th e  Good Old Cause, and t h a t  i t s  enemies w ere v ery  p o w erfu l.

H is e x tra o rd in a ry  independence o f  mind m ust have been a handicap  

to  him in  p o l i t i c s  -  he co u ld  tak e  an o p p o s ite  s id e  to  h i s  f a th e r ,  

and, i f  A u licu s  i s  to  be r e l i e d  upon, he a tta c k e d  alderm an Fowke, 

though Fowke and he must have been w orking c lo s e ly  to g e th e r  f o r  

s e v e ra l  y e a r s .  H is sarcasm  must have made him enem ies. One cannot 

bu t r e s p e c t  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  Camden House m an u sc rip ts , th e  h e lp  he 

gave Henry S tubbe, h i s  su p p o rt f o r  Oxford u n iv e r s i ty  a g a in s t  i t s

1 . A H ealing  Q uestion . 1 2 . See a ls o  th e  rem arks a t t r ib u te d  to  Vane 
in  c o n v e rsa tio n  w ith  Baron Thorpe in  I 630 , a b o v e ,p .24^^ 
and R e ti r e d  Man's M e d ita tio n s , 391 •
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V is ito r s . Apart from the Solemn League and Covenant ep isode  

Vane c o n s is te n t ly  supported the p r in c ip le  o f  r e lig io u s  to le r a t io n ,  

though t h i s  su b ject occupied com paratively l i t t l e  o f h is  tim e 

during the 1640s, and has r ece iv ed  a d isp rop ortion ate  amount o f  

a tten tio n  from la te r  w r ite r s .  N ev erth e less , the determ ination  

w ith which he fought for  t h is  n ovel p r in c ip le , aga in st opponents 

o f  a l l  k in d s, compels adm iration, as do the lo g ic a l  and s in ce re  

p r in c ip le s  on which he based h is  p o lic y . As a naval adm in istrator  

he was beyond p r a ise .

The Independents perhaps owed th e ir  v ic to r y  in  the C iv i l  War 

more to  Vane than to any o ther s in g le  man except Cromwell. The 

Solemn League and Covenant, the Committee o f  Both Kingdoms, the  

Self-D enying Ordinance, were a l l  to  a large  exten t o f h is  d e v is in g .

In a l l  th ese  he did not work a lon e, and t h is  i s  a lso  true o f  h is  

con trib u tion  to  the Commonwealth navy. He was however a b r i l l ia n t  

op p ortu n ist, who used th e  turns o f fortune to secure v ic to iy  in  

parliam ent fo r  the p o l ic ie s  he supported. But on the other hand 

i t  may be sa id  that he a lso  contrib uted  su b s ta n tia lly  to  the u ltim ate  

dow nfall o f  h is  cause. His support fo r  continu ing the war, h is  

r u th le ssn e ss , the rimours o f  h i s  f in a n c ia l  g a in s , which had a 

considerable b asis  in  f a c t ,  must have c o s t  him and h is  cause much 

unpopularity. He spoke o f  the peop le , but there i s  no evidence  

th at he appreciated  the su ffer in g  that the ord in a iy  people endured 

in  the C iv i l  War -  though one must remember here h is  concern fo r

the wounded s a i lo r s .  He spoke and wrote o f freedom, but i t  was
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the freedom o f  the 'good p a r ty ' , not o f  those who d iffe r e d

from him in  p o l i t i c s .  H is view s are r e f le c te d  in  what he

wrote in  I 656 : ' I f  now i t  s h a l l  be ob jected , th a t . . .s h o u ld  once

the Soveraignty be acknowledged to  be in  the d isu sed  body o f  the

p e o p le .. .th e y  would suddenly put the use and e x e r c ise  o f  the

l e g i s la t iv e  power in to  such hands, as would, through th e ir  i l l -

q u a lif ied n esse  to  the work s p o il  a l l . . . t h e  Answer unto t h is  i s ,

f i r s t  th a t God by h is  providence hath eased our minds much o f

t h is  s o l ic i t u d e ,  by the course he hath already taken to f i t  and

prepare a s e le c te d  number o f  "the people unto t h i s  work, that are

t r ie d  and refin ed  by th e ir  inward and outward experiences in  t h i s

grea t q u a rre ll, and the many changes they have passed through.

In resp ect w hereof w e ll q u a lif ie d  persons are to  be found, i f
1

due care be but taken in  the choice o f  th a n '.  One f e e l s  th a t he 

b e liev ed  in  the D iv ine Right o f  Vane and the p o l i t i c a l  e le c t  to  r u le .

A H ealing Q uestion, 19. Cf. the- accu sation  made by one M.P. 
in  1659 th a t H e s ilr ig e  was endeavouring to make h im se lf and 
Vane the great 'Hogen-Mogens' (th e  contemporary term o f  
contempt fo r  the Dutch m in is te r s ) , to  ru le  the Commonwealth. 
Burton, i i i ,  221-22 .
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IX. Note on manuscript sources for the Committee of Navy and 
Customs and for the Admiralty Committee from l6if2 to 1633.

The Committee of Navy and Customs, the financial committee, has 
left no records of its meetings, except Vane's order-book, for the 
period November I64I, (when it was 'revived' after the recess), until March 
1643. Vane's order-book, begun two days after the House appointed him 
as Treasurer in I642, is now in the Bodleian, among the manuscripts 
collected by Pepys. (Rawl. A 220). A minute-book of the Committee 
however begins in March lé43$ and reads as though one had not been 
kept before. (Rawl. A 221). Since the membership of this Committee 
was almost identical with that of the Admiralty Commissioners appointed 
in October 1642, and the work of both would be inter-related, perhaps 
there was no need for two minute-books at first. Certainly there 
are no records of the October l642 Admiralty Committee extant.
Rawl, A 222 is the continuation of the Navy and Customs (financial) 
Committee's minutes, and extends from March to August l644; in the 
latter month seven new members were added to the Committee, and 
probably the clerk began a new minute-book which has not survived.
Giles Greene's printed Apology (see chap.v) is a valuable source for 
both these Committees.

With the establishment of the new Admiralty Committee in April
1645 a remarkably complete series of minute-books for this Committee 
begins, but they are scattered. Rawl. C416 is the minute-book for 
April-September lé45. The Admiralty MS in the P.R.Û. (7/673) is 
the minute-book for October 1646 to February 1648, but the March-
May 1648 minute-book has found its way to the British Museum (Add.9303).
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In May 1648, as a result of the mutinies, the earl of Warwick 
resumed the powers of admiral, and thus the Admiralty Committee 
lapsed. The Council of State set up its three-man Committee 
of the Admiralty in February l6if9$ and this Committee's first 
minute-book is in the P.R.O.(S.P.25/123). The later minute-books, 
from October 165O to August 1653$ are all in the Bodleian (Rawl, A 225$ 
226 , 227) .  The financial Committee's minutes for 1645-48 have not 
survived, but its minutes for Januaiy-October 1649 are in the 
Rawlinson MSS (A 224). Some of its papers, chiefly authorisations 
to make payments, and receipts, are in the P.R.O. (S.P,46/102( 1650-52), 
and SJE>.46/114(i651-3).
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a l l  th re e  books were p u b lish ed  aionymously and w ithout a u th o r is a tio n .

The Txyal o f  S ir  Henry Vane, Kt», and Two T re a tis e s , v i z .  An E p is tle

G eneral to  th e  M ystical Body o f C h ris t on E a rth , the  Church U n iversa l

in  Babylon, 2 . The Face o f the  Times are both da ted  1662, but only

in  p r in tin g  the'Two T reatises*  was ary p r i n t e r 's  '©marnent* used , and

then only sp a r in g ly , d o u b tle ss  to make id e n t i f ic a t io n  o f  th e  p r in te r

more d i f f i c u l t  fo r  ro y a l  a g e n ts . N evertheless one would guess,

from c e r ta in  in d ic a t io n s , t h a t  the  same p r i n t e r  was re sp o n s ib le  both
1f o r  the  L ife  and fo r  th e  o th e r  two books. Thomas B rew ster, who r e -

1 . The o u te r  frame on th e  t i t le -p a g e  o f a l l  th ree  books i s  a
re c ta n g le  o f  b lack  l in e s ,  which would seem to be more than  a 
co inc idence , though th i s  type o f p r i n t e r 's  ornament i s  by no 
means uncommon in  th e  p e rio d . Each book has "P rin ted  in  the  
y e a r , 1662" on the t i t l e - p a g e ,  and the type used f o r  th e  
p r i n t e r 's  "s ig n a tu re"  a t  the fo o t o f th e  re le v an t pages seems 
the  same.
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p r in te d  V ane's H ealing Question in  1660, i s  th e  person most l i k e ly  to 

have brought o u t the 1662 books. This hypo thesis  r e s t s  on veiy  

s len d er foundations -  such as the  use o f  l in e s  on the  t i t l e - p a g e  -  

bu t we know th a t  Brewster was w il lin g  to  run r i s k s  in  p u b lish in g
1

works th a t  would in c u r  the  h o s t i l i t y  o f C harles I I ' s  government,

and the f a c t  th a t  Brew ster l o s t  h is  appointm ent as o f f i c i a l  p r in te r

to  the  Council o f  S ta te  a t  th e  end o f  l653 would be consonant w ith
2

some connection  w ith  Vane. One would assume th a t  the T iyal was 

pub lished  f i r s t  and the  L ife  l a t e r ,  when i t s  au tho r had had a l i t t l e  

time to  g a th e r h is  in fo rm ation  to g e th e r . This ch rono log ica l o rd er 

would ex p la in  B a x te r 's  sta tem ent th a t  'v/hen he [Vanc^ was dead, h is  

in tended  speech was p r in te d ,  and a fte r //a rd s  h is  op in ions more p la in ly
• 3

expressed  by h is  f r ie n d  than  by h im se lf , f o r  the  T ryal has Vane's 

in tended  speech from the s c a f fo ld  appended to  the book, and th e  L ife  

i s  indeed la rg e ly  an e x p o sitio n  o f  V ane's o p in ions , o r  what the  

au tho r b e liev ed  tliem to b e . The Two T re a tis e s  were p robably  pub lished  

l a t e r  s t i l l ,  when the government had been pu t thoroughly on the 

a l e r t  by the p u b lic a tio n  o f  the two p rev io u s  books, and were d e te r ­

mined to  p reven t aiy fu r th e r  defence o f Vgne from appearing^ (At

1 . F or B rew ster, see H.R. Plomer, D ic tio n a ry  o f B ookse lle rs  and 
P r in te r s  who were a t  v/ork in  England, S co tland , and I re la n d  
from 1641- to  1667. London, 1907, p#32.

2 . In  1664 he had to stand  in  the  p i l lo ry  f o r  two days f o r  having 
caused two pamphlets to be p r in te d . He d ied  sh o rtly  a fte rw ard s , 
i b id .

3 m  M. S y lv e s te r , R e liqu iae  B ax terianae , London I 696, p . 76.
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V ane's t r i a l  th e  notebooks o f  the  bystanders had to  be given u p ).

The r is k s  the p r i n te r  o f the Two T re a tise s  took are  shown by h is

apology a t  the  end o f  the  work, when he s t a t e s :  'Many o th e r

o b s c u r i t ie s  . . .  have happened in  the  p r in tin g  o f  t h i s  G eneral

E p is t le  by reason  o f  the  se v e ra l d i f f i c u l t i e s  th a t  a ttended  i t s

p u b lic a tio n : I t  being tw ice taken  in  the  P re s s , and two P re s s e s ,

w e ll fu rn ish ed  w ith  m a te r ia ls ,  taken  away in  the  doing o f i t ' .

I t  i s  a t r ib u te  to  the  lo y a lty  th a t  V&ne, even when dead, in s p ire d

in  h is  f r ie n d s , th a t  they were w il l in g  to  run such r is k s  to p re s e n t

h is  j u s t i f i c a t io n  to  t h e i r  contem poraries and to p o s te r i ty .

The a t t r ib u t io n  o f the  L ife  to  George S ikes r e s t s  so le ly  on

Antony a Wood's a u th o r i ty , and p r a c t ic a l ly  a l l  t h a t  i s  known o f
1

S ik e s , which i s  meagre, comes from th e  same so u rce . S ikes*s f a th e r ,  

according  to  Wood, was George S ikes o f L u tterw orth  in  L e ic e s te r s h ire , 

bu t the  fam ily  seems to  have l e f t  l i t t l e  t r a c e .  The younger S ikes 

was a s e rv i to r  a t  S t .  Jo h n 's  C o llege , Oxford, according  to  Wood, and 

took h is  B.A. in  1638, h is  M.A. and B.D. l a t e r .  S ikes was appoin ted  

a Fellow o f Magdalen C ollege, Oxford by the P arliam en tary  V is i to rs  

in  164.8 , and was B ursar in  165O and l639 . He had leave o f  absence 

f o r  a y ear from 3 February 1652, and resigned  in  I 660.  Wood a s s e r ts  

th a t  S ikes was *a g re a t adm irer and fo llow er o f S ir  Henry Vane ju n io r ,

1 . Antony a Wood, F a s t i  O xonienses, London, 1813, i ,  500,i i ,  3#
2 . R e g is te r  o f Magdalen C ollege, Oxford, New S e r ie s , v o l . iv ,  ed*

Y/.D JÆacray , 1904-, p . 68.
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and th e re fo re  esteemed by the  g e n e ra li ty  an a n a b a p tis t ,  f i f t h -

monarc]%r man, and a hodge-podge o f re l ig io n s * . 'What e lse

j^ ap a rt, th a t  i s ,  from the  L ife  J he h a th  w ritte n  I  know n o t ' ,

d ec la re d  Wood, but S ikes was the au th o r o f  a t  l e a s t  one o th e r

work, E vange lica l E ssays, towar ds th e  disco very o f a gospe l-
1

s t a t e . The f i r s t  p a r t . One copy o f t h i s  i s  a t  Raby C a s tle , and

belonged to  Lady Vane, the younger S ir  H en ry 's  w ife . I t  i s  da ted

1666 and i s  a th e o lo g ic a l work, w ith  c h ap te rs  on f r e e - w i l l ,  th e

Arminian con troversy , heaven, h e l l ,  and numerous o th e r  w eighty

su b je c ts . The B r i t is h  Miseum has a copy o f  The Book o f  N a tu re ,
2

by one George S ikes, which in te r n a l  evidence suggests i s  by the  

same au thor as the  L ife  o f  Vane, The main in te r e s t  o f th e  author o f 

the  Book o f N ature, la y , as i t s  t i t l e  d en o te s , in  the  world o f  

na tu ra l sc ien c e , but th e re  are in d ic a tio n s  o f  such an in t e r e s t  in  the  

L ife  o f  Vane, and one might expect th a t  Silces, who was, according to 

Wood, a 'g r e a t  encourager' o f Heniy S t u b b e w o u l d  share th e  learned  

Stubbe '8 i n te r e s t  in  sc ie n c e . S im i la r i t ie s  o f  s ty le  make i t  p r a c t ic a l ly  

c e r ta in  th a t  Sikes v/rote the  T iya l as w e ll as ü ie 1662 L ife  o f  Vane.

An E xposition  o f E c c le s ia s te s , pub lished  in  1680, i s  also  a t t r ib u te d
4

in  Wing to  S ik es . The d a te  o f  S ik e s 's  d e a th , l ik e  alm ost eveiy th ing  

e lse  about him, i s  no t known; he must have been s t i l l  a liv e  in  l 688

1. Another copy i s  in  th e  l ib r a iy  of Union T heological Seminaiy,
New York. D. V/ing, Short T i t le  Catalogue o f Books P r in te d
1641-1700. N .Î .  1951. S .6323.

2 . G. S ik e s , The Book o f  N ature T ra n s la te d , London l 66? . Macray 
accep ts h is  au th o rsh ip . See note 2, p . 4-̂ .2

3 . Wood, as above.
4 . Wing, as above.
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when he was a su b sc rib e r  to  the f o l i o  e d itio n  o f M ilto n 's  poems
1

brought ou t by Lord Somers*

The l i f e  o f  Vane, pub lished  in  the  year o f  h i s  death , and 

w r i t te n  by one o f h is  f r ie n d s , i s  bound to  be o f  g re a t  in te r e s t  ; 

one must sym pathise w ith  Antony ^  Wood, however, who complains th a t  

S ikes 'in s te a d  o f g iv ing  the read er an account o f  the b i r th ,  e x tr a c t ,  

b reed ing , a c tio n s  e tc ,  o f th a t  k n ig h t , . .p u t  the re a d e r  o f f  w ith  

h is  (such as ' t i s )  d i v i n i t y ' .  Only a sm all p a r t  o f  S ik es’ L if e , 

perhaps one f i f t h  o f  i t s  143 pages, c o n s is ts  o f  b io g ra p h ic a l m a tte r .

The r e s t  i s  S ik e s ' own th eo lo g ica l coinmentaiy, through which however 

h is  own g r ie f  and n e a r  d e sp a ir  a t  V ane's death  can be e a s i ly  d isc e rn e d . 

V ane 's  rem arkable c ap a c ity  fo r  in s p ir in g  lo y a lty  and fr ie n d sh ip  was
2

u n fo rtu n a te ly  alm ost eq u a lled  by h is  cap ac ity  f o r  in s p ir in g  h a tre d .

The p e c u lia r  fo rr. 'vhich S ik es ' biography took may be due to  two 

rea so n s . F i r s t ,  the  danger o f  s e t t in g  out f ra n k ly , and th e re fo re  

c o n tro v e rs ia l ly , the f a c ts  o f V ane's l i f e  -  Vane had j u s t  been condemned 

to  d ea th  f o r  tre a so n . I t  must be remembered a lso  th a t  maay o th e r  

men, S t.John  and H o lies  f o r  example, who had been involved  in  V ane's 

p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  were s t i l l  a l iv e ,  and V ane's f a a i ly  might have 

su ffe re d  i f  th ese  men had been an tagon ised  by f u l l  accounts o f  what

1. J .  W illcock, L ife  o f S ir  Henry Vane th e  Younger* London, 1913,
p .220.

2 . V ane's f r ie n d s  in c lu d ed  Cromwell, Roger W illiam s, S t.Jo h n , M ilton 
and Heniy Stubbe, Among h is  enemies were Cromwell ( a f t e r  1653), 
Maynard, the  E a rl o f  Essex, John L ilb u rn e , and Mrs. Monk#
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had happened in  parliam ent in  th e  162*jOs and 1650s. Secondly, S ikes

may simply no t have had enough in form ation  to  w rite  a more f a c tu a l

account o f Vane*s l i f e .  There i s  l i t t l e  o r  no in d ic a tio n  in  th e

biograpixy th a t  he ob tained  in fo rm ation  d i r e c t  from Vane h im self about

the  s a l ie n t  f a c t s  o f Vane's c a re e r -  even h is  account o f V ane's

conversion i s  taken ffom V ane's own words in  th e  T ry a l.

S ik es ' shortcom ings however have not p reven ted  him from bexng
2

follow ed by m ost, (though n o t, as Oppenheim a s s e r t s  by a l l )  o f  

V ane's many b iog raphers.^  S ik e s ' contem poraries had a lso  read  th e  

1 . T ry a l. p . 87, L ife  p p .7-8 .
2 . Oppenheim, H is to y  o f the  A dm in istra tion  of the  Royal Navy. . .

London, I 896, 29o.
3 . There are  b iog raph ies o f Vane by th e  fo llow ing au tho rs 

C.W.Upham, Life o f young S ir  Henry Vane. L ibrary  o f  ilmerican 
Biography, 1835, v o l . i i i ,  p p .85-4^3. ( th e re  were l a t e r  e d i t io n s ) .
This i s  more c r i t i c a l  and c a re fu l  than  some l a t e r  b io g rap h ies .
The au thor was aware o f the d e fe c ts  caused by th e  absence o f 
E ng lish  so u rces . Upham was c r i t i c a l  o f S ik es.
John F o rs te r , L ives o f Eninent B r i t i s h  S tatesm en, v o l .4 , 1840. 
F o rs te r  used no MS sou rces , but a co n sid erab le  number o f p r in te d  
prim ary sou rces. His op in ions he la rg e ly  took from Godwin.
J . K .  Hosmer, The L ife  o f young S ir  Heniy Vane. Boston and London, 
1888. The au tho r does use one o r  two MS sources, though veiy  
sp a rin g ly , and the  work i s  w e ll d a ted  on the  # 10l e .  The best o f 
th e  longer b io g ra p h ie s .
J .E .  S tr ic k la n d , Young S ir  Harry Vane. B r i t is h  F ree Church Heroes, 
n o .4 , London, 1904. This does no t p u ip o rt to  be a ry th in g  more than 
a summary o f Hosmer and i s  v a lu e le ss  by modem stan d ard s .
W.lfV. I r e  lan d . The L ife o f  S ir  Henry Vane th e  Younger. London, 1908. 
Makes some se r io u s  m istakes, uses no MSS, and has very few d a te s .  
FmJ.C. Hearnshaw, The L ife  o f  S i r  Henry Vane th e  Younger. London, 
1910. C ongregational W orthies S e r ie s .  An adm irable sh o rt biography 
w ith in  i t s  l im its  o f  space.
Henry M. King, S ir  Henry Vane. J u n i o r . . .  P rovidence. R . I . . .1909. 
U n c r i t ic a l  and based e n tir e ly  on o th e r  b io g rap h ies .
John W illcock, L ife  o f S ir  Henry Vane the  Younger. London, 1913.
T his has l i t t l e  o r  no c a re fu l d a tin g , and the au tho r does not make 
use o f  MS so u rces . Largely based on Hosmer's biography, but 
W illcock has one o r  two shrewd d ed u ctio n s , and i s  u se fu l on some 
p o in ts  o f d e t a i l ,  c h ie f ly  g e n e a lo g ic a l.
Ju d ic io u s  b r ie f  comments on s ix  o f th e se  b iog raph ies are  given in  
Hearnshaw*3 sh o rt s tudy .
C .H .F ir th 's  a r t i c l e  on Vane in  th e  D ic tionary  o f N a tio n a l Biography
i s  in d isp en sab le  fo r  ary student o f the l i t v  ^-Lie o f Vane.
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biography -  Ludlov/ quotes ex ten siv e ly  from i t ,  w ithou t acknowledgement,

when he w rite s  o f V ane's e le c tio n  to  p a rliam en t, a b i l i t i e s ,  and navy
1 2 t r e a s u re r s h ip , and th e re  are  c e r ta in ly  echoes o f  S ikes in  C larendon.

1. B. Ludlov/, Memoirs, Oxford, 1894, i i ,  339.
2 . Clarendon, H is to iy  o f the R e b e llio n , ed . Macray, Oxford, 1888, 

v i i ,  267.


