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Dr. Ivor Burton, 
Head of Department, Sociology 
Bedford College. 

Dear Ivor: 
_ :re: t'he future of nursinz studies . 

: 
. - ·"C' 

Jt \·rill not come a s a tot a l sur:prise to you to k!1 0\·T h m·! deeply disturbed 
I feel at the news revealed at last Friday's extraordinary depa.rt r.iental m~eting . 
The likely, most ir.mediate implication of a r:10ve of Bea.ford Collee;e out to 
Es hal'!l for th~_ sociology department is the jettisonint: of nurs ing studies , a course 
which· ·a.5· yet has hardly se o.n the ligh t of ~ day • 

I fully understand your su11port of such a nove which mi e;ht uell s o.ve the 
. job of mos t of my collea.3ues. I am also nwa re of nursing _studi es ' r e lative 
we~ pm'1e r pos ition within the department \·1hic!1 rmst col our its per s p2cti ve • 
And it i s precisely because of · s uch reflections t h?..t I a.m. putt ins p en to -~x;pcr 
to outline some considera tions in r el a tion to nurGin~ s t u di es! possible 
dcvclo~ment • 

The UGC l ett e r ha d title d the development of nur sins stu~i es at 
.l3edf ord Col l ege a s a ' ne>·T ( a c o.demic) i nitiative ' r 9qnirin3 -:;rotection . ,S _.',;{C 
recom~endcd t hat whilst t he notion o f n new i nit iat ive shoul d be di s pensed wit h , 
nur~ins studies shoul d b e considered under t h e tutel~Ge of ~6ci~l adml n i Htration , 
lil ~e '.'1i sn r equir i nz :_-1rotcct i m'. • No1:1 , ho'.·mver , thP. -:c.b l e s h a.1re tur ned • 

1) ~resent p os ition: 
t he sur;3est ion. i s that nurs i n:::; s tucl.ies , as t h2 on1y u:1dcr,<:';ra.duate course , 

is to r emai n on t he Bedford s it e to0et~er Hi t h L!e:-lic .'.21 .soc iol o.:::;y an cl. socia l 
.uork both of which a re i nvolved \1it ':::._;~1ost -,:;rod.u2,te 1.-!•) r k wh i le the r e;; t of the 
.:entire college moves out to :Ssh nn • l:hi.s \·.rould l e '1"\' 0 the nffrsin:_:; s tuoie.s co1n·se 
sma.11,is olnted ,na r r m·r i n conception and c o::'lsecruc·'"lt ly p0rt icul c.1rily vulnerable • 

2)'YJrecG.riousn e s s of nu r .s;.n.o; 0h d i es : 

To uncler stcmd t he p r ec 3.riousncss of nur.s:i.n.:; stu-lies a br ie f 8X-pl anation 
about :i.t s :!_Jccul a r i t i e .s . They co::ie a b out p c;.rtly h ec::'J.sr; 8 C?de·1ic m.1.r s i n[; i s ~.s 
yet poorl y deve l o::_:ied and har dly esto.blished a.nd part l y bec ;:i.u3e of it s s tron.:; 
.-:;x~_:-J c.<3-=:;c ;.;. ·~:1:Jl in~r al"r~~.1t::nt: ~ ·:it~1 slit!iC 'll l1Jnc8i:.3::r:~ ,_-:1:.c 1:.. Cl~ t::F: ,.;holf-? is 11 , ")~: 

o. u.::;ua 1 ~r~ct ic c fo r u;.-~i ve:csi. t.y cou::~ 3c ,s • J32 c ause ' YG ~:di~,:~ 1111r;~inc 1 at 
nn'i.vers:i.t ~r i ~; so ne 1.-1 e. conc -:="Pt , strn~. 8ntG O::?tii'.G !:o:" :it s d8<_;r ee ha v e not yet 
l e.'!.rnecJ. to clisc2r n the va.r~rin;_:; r-:crits o r- di ff'?.re :'1t "1.U:c:·>:i.n.3 st~1. cl.:i.es c o1J.rse0 0 
Cr iteri a. for r3.8ci n.in::; '.·:h:i.ch 1x1-rticnl0r conrcc to j-:ii·1. i s !T!.o> c~e :11'.'inar i l y on the 
~ ..... _;.--:; i,c_:; of f:Ln <~1j_n['_; J . ~·l ·?~-:ir;/ , 3.Ct:i.VS' r ,; ~8- V 8J .... St'+: :i_Jc ;:;-T~n- ··1 ~ · i.t 1;oa.y . 'r11crc c::ist pJ_~ ~1t~r 
of o thPr o;-:i~'-o :cbnifies to b eco::ie :1 nur.sP. • . U .l a·:: ; 1 :e~.s t o :'lo :i.s to ci·9p\'f 
fo r trc.i n:?. l·1 ... ~ .;..t rJ reC.-, :-'; '1 -i.SC>~1 J:1:~~ j::·I }~os:_"! i_1~0J_ & °11.lt j_t :i_s ~ :· 8 S :HsC T.'~:»tc·n.~i.?. J. st n:1~ !1t 

n1Tcec Hi sh to bec ol".10 n.ur;;inc; st u:J."'nts r e.J.d ins :'or "' -~ '.'::ce ,3 t hci.t they )_ ,')01' :f'or 
0"\C ~·Jherc tJ-~c: ~r C.'"J.TI beco:r.c c or·;;oi~··.~ t 8 r.enherr:; of .J. 11.Ti.',' •'.)I'Gity to ,:;h;:ire t he jo~r.s , 

-~J. e ::.J~l l r8;-; tll1~1 CJc;onies o :f s ·tudy ':Jit}1 ot1~~r 11_1!(1.0r:;r.:-1 .. 1. ~ ~~.-tes~~ ·3~in cna_ 0.3.~ i. n ~-:: 
i11.tervi 2\·1.s thr 3t; m.:<. iri. r;ue0 j::i. o;-i s c ry;;t:: l l iz~ : o'lc r 0. '..:11:8 '."0 to th: v2,ricty of st 11 ~cnt 
·J.ifc ::nrl. t.o ;_t s .<>oc :i.c:i J. co~not<t:i. 0 11[-:; '. ·.: h:i.~_;; t .c.rnotr.cr r.:; l «tcr; t a t~1e cla.s.,r ci o~:1-::iix 

,.·ith ot~1'2r t~,r~s of stud_;··1ts . ?h8 th_.i r :-1 c~u~r;tio ·-, t;_~ . : .. ~0.Jr:;c:> :i.t .'J8lf to the n .. tt 1~re 

o:f l: hP, i~1. tr~ .s~a.ti.on of t-::~ c-::PrGc :.,~t 1.-1 ;,.,n th::it o? ~:~e l-io:;;·., :i. ·'.:-:1 :'.~1'1 of the 
u n iversity . The nur~inc ;;tu~0~t con~i~~ te scc~G to b 9 a ':8 r son ~r~5arious. for 
he t "" rO"'"'.,., l°C c o"1·,.,;-in•r "'o+h ._. + ..,C...,d"l""l·,.. ,... ,,,,1 ...,.L ' 'OC;..., 1 1, .. ,., , '·1"- c r :\.Ll· n,,.l\r 0 10 oud1 c c>' ... :. l . -· ~J <-.-·._. u '-'•- v.1.. ~ ~ - c.. \. ... ! 1 . \. ~ ~ ~· ··- • AL.•-> ... . (_. __ .(.. ''1...;_ • ..:.. ~ :.... _ F) C::~ · '..J·v ••• l 0 · 7 

"t · p -f "'"" · th i "" 1r.r'· hc.t~- · r . ,.,~ .i, · 1, ' l' · "' . t ~"' ~ ~· J-t ~ .., " l lu 0 ... C OU.c .,C - ·~ ,e_,J - · '-" ¥1 0 0 Cl.l2t- ,; \/ .. lC. lS .1_, lC 0 :11)~ .,.Ll\.:, • . "' V ¥rv 

8.ctiv:i.t:y cnca:p::mlatcs v. va.st !lur'.1 '.)cr o f 1:181.l i:".t8 '._;::.~.-.~t ed s 1:il l..s n::. rl. ]cn:)'.·:lcd3e • 
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3) B':!;lforn CoJ_ler;e nur ·;in_,3 stu:li 2G cour3e; 

As u result of the se consid erations the nu~aing ~t udi ~s ' course o.t 
tlcdford Coll9~e was ~avised ~ccnrdin~ly . Nursinc is R het e ro3anic social 
0.ctivit~r rc\]_11irin ;~ difL~rent sources of h10':'l'3d£p • . Th.2 fin ::i.l re .sult , the 
intec;ration of such !~no\·1l0r1r;e i 0 to he broucht to ~)an:c- u:1..ti1~ci.:el~r O!.l nursi':'l.,'.:'; 1 

s 
c e ntral cancern, the care of the patient .The sociol~~ical i2p~rtm9nt at 
bed ford Collet;e is beC <).rn::;e of its pa.rtic1ll<'r hetero'.j-::11ic cons tellD-tion ideally 
snited not o'1ly to be sy,;onsori "'.S such ~ coTr.::;e hu.t '.1.lso t o be invoived i:,_ it.s 
tea.ch:i.nc; and r2search acti vit~r \·1hicl-i co hcyoni the confines of th.o .se o f r:!edico.l 
sociolo5y • !\11 of the coi£cs te.uz;ht i:i 1: he d'3po.rb:1'3nt 0.r~ of -l:h?. utf:lost 
releva.ncP. to n.1-1.rsin::; st ··dies •. SocioJ_o ~~y in po.rtict.1J.2r i::; cen,c:-:11 to nu.rsinz 
o s it -rrovirl.es its pra.cti tion~rs YJ.ot only \·Tith a t}1eor etic~.J_ frc."1~uork 

n8ces .s::try to undcrs_tand its pro.ctice . It <'.lso bec ~F10r:; th8 so1xrcc for a..3veJ_o;::iin['.; 
o. sociolo3ic0 l fr.-i:nc:\·:ork :for p3.tiec1.t c ri_re o T11.is clonhle £'uncb.0!.1 mo.kes it 
in :1i.c..;;? ~-m.sable for the m_ir.si,.~3 cours r; :is it provid.0·-:; for it <en int8rlocY.::in.r:; , . 
i-:-ito ::;r:::.l link acros F. alJ_ othc :!'.' areas of kno·•led .n;~ . '.l.'r.0re? :n·e it is id.ee.lly 
r;ni.ted. to fnnction o.8 0. potcnti:1l re'Jc.-i.:rch t')::>l 0 " . :'!1lr'l1)r;r o:f -~ -- 1. c1.:i . v i.:J.ual ':10 ~1~1':!rs 
in th0 d~-p~ ::--t: :1 3nt 1::J..ve '33cl0re'1 ~n i.,.d: 0r·~ s t in t e0.c 11in.::; t > ~ !l~ ~.-C" s i:t~ st u. ·=1. r;~t s 
o.nd i:1 co .. 1:.:;idcr:i.:H; r e l::itsd reseo.:.c!1 ~r·1 ;c:cts . In t'-i :i_;.:; ':iOY an•l t ' ·rou-:h i:: h i::; '"'et '.lod. 
S+1t~ '"' 'lt c- o ·f -1- he .-- .0c; olo"'·,r ..:i "~~,.,-,...t n.,.,n+. n,1ii ·t- ho~,, ,,+- t· 11 "' 11 1 '~1' "' ; .. , - -=- f- t1 r1; ~s' \·:i l; b e 
... J ~ - ..J- ,_) . - ... ·::> - - .. .>..J ~--- · .. ·- -· - •. • . ,,. . J •·. 1 , . •::> ..... ..J - · -~. _ ..... . . ... _ __ ..._) • • . , - ·"'- -'-' 

;7JJle to :fern lin!rn of fr i e-:-i.C'. ::;hi-ps nec e.--:; :-'. ar~r to dev".) J op :::« com"o:i i:.'{entity o'!.: 
all bein.c; und.cr,'.'.:r8.d11c.tes toc;ether .. 

Th is s n a ll dcvelo; in3 cour3e is n ow to be pluc~c d fro~ itG cer~i~~tor , 
1cft to its 0'·1n device s at B e;3. for '"~ ColJ ~·\38 s:i.tc o.s :Ji:i. un..d e:r Gr~:v~-~~ .. ~ f1te ccn.tr~20 
Dcs-} it~ t~1e ftJct t~:i.t ncdic P. 1. 0oc~. olo~;y o.nd ~oci.;_l 'JOT~ ~-1iJ.l ~co·~ the r-; :1_nG ~:;ite , 
nnrs i!', "~ .st:.d a' 1t s \-rill f:i.nd it ':Uf~ic11lt to ir1cntify 1.ri th. t h :J::;e :'le-:Jo rtrr:<Jnt s . 
Und.er[j~adu~tc sb.i.c.~nt s c:.nd :~o::ot- ~7;_,duntes ~.1avc li t·tl_e i. '.l co"'::1o:c,. ;_t lea.Ti: durin~ 
t he eQrl~ ye a rs. I u nderst and that int c rcolle3ia te s e r vice t e0ch i~g is to t ~te 
pla ce o~ t he D2 dford s ite. T~is c2n o~ly be sc 2n n ~ ~ re~Jfi~ l e~:~rcise an~ 
1.·:ill not :::;uhs ti tut~ for ::mb.st -".11.CP.. 'L

1 h '" ren~. i ::l i l.1. .~~ r, 011.r r-;0 , sr>1ry J_1_ ,.,n.--1. vnlncr<? hle 
o s it is, isolo ted fr om the n;;.in coll0c;e ;;ctiviti~s '::iJ_J_ b~C 0:-:1 '2 n. <:ce s.·=: .'.'. ri~.y 
n .'.J.rro 1.·'CY.' :i_:i. cntlnok , r'!.isplci.yin3 thr~ co i:.,··~ r:::i.'1.t s o f ..,_ r1on -'.)- C: lJ.1.t11 :.~ e o it \·1ill hr~ 
difficult if not i <'.1po0s ible to k') " P up '' i:cJ.c1ent TIU'.'".O <; r::> <in.'3. to ·2-Cltj_ce further ., 
studer].t a::;rlicat:i.on to r.;ii_:l:ili!'.. th e CO' ri'.' ;c~ c . Its r:1a:i ,,_t~ '.1 a.nce \-.·ill L)o.se out in 
competition with other nursing st11 ~i A S cour3eG i~fin~ tely be~ ~ er placed ~or 
an active inteGral stude~t life • 

4 )ste.ff of nurs in.'i; stlvlii:!s: 

'ihat of its s tr.i.ff? In exactly the .s t<.1:18 \·my as stwhnts rnquire collegiate 
interc~urse for their int0llcc~unl nnrl eMotio~~l 0evclo~~entz, sn doea the sta ff • 
I I • 

l. l- e-:,t t '.J :--; , ·f o:-:- -i: h; i ::-- :;· ·-0. '} 2 u- ~ J._ ~Y}~:" ?.Y'. t ::. · ~ ri :. rL r ·~ =--1 ~ -::?.0 ?-:-1_ r: ... :: ~ j_ ·::11 J. ~:. J~ -i_ ·-:·~~ .; ~i..~- c : .... J s.:-; ~-

c u l tu r o.l f~T-: i1id .::. t i o !le •_2:_1:~ ')~l"' S 'n I :i~ i.rJ. j~~ -i :~ ri-~16. :·n ::" t:..l':: .:~r_1_r(1. · o .:; t i~-: ·:1n .. · ::~ ;;. ,~ 

-· tu \J.i r~,s e>(.;?r rJ .--: scO. r-J.!1. i~1ter .::.~ t ;!Y';)Ci Rc l~.r 1 )e c2us0 o ~ t l-ie l±n!-c ·b ~ t:;8 2n sociolo~:.Y 

c.n:-1 nur;;in:i; stur1.i e.-:..; \.rhi c 1~. sh e 1:~c r :3 e l f , .. :.,.Yl ts to for;t cT ;~_nr1 ·~o "19 ~t :loy • . ~ .. forC R 1:~ 

i s oJ. .'1tio~. o f th e c 0 ui .... ~ 2 DJ!a.~r fro :--i i t r; T>f'"' :.-:1 ~cnitor 1: '~. )J_ ~JT(; ju ·:~_ i c:~ i -c s i:it 2l~ 0 c t 1.1.::.l 
d 8ve l cr p!·::crit :Jn ·~). ,_. r:i ~ ~- th '="? r ·2f0: ... -: b~ n'.'1 : 1 ~ J }_~ t o r~ t ~~r · ·-~ c t :-:d~i ~ ... ~ ,__1. ~ 2t i --· 1-:: ;::? ~ ::1 e:..:c it ~ 11 ;~ 

;;tr"?.Xf • 

~'/ h.~J.t ~'bout lib:r:;_ry f .-) ci l :i.t :i.r; .~ 0 ' ;' i-..~ hull: of ~: ' !' :i.:i_ 1) ra !' ~' ·r :.11_ 1.10'!8 :)Ut to 
~2:~ ~t~_;J J_ c .:iv:l . :t;~ t ~- ! ~ nc:i·11y cl~ v : lo)~ ~. P.~ , -.... :·i ·1:'; ·:(~ ctio ··1 ··~·t ... Je-~. 7 r) ~~ r:1 0 ·~: ·is i0 f nr t0~ 

· Gf; ,~).nty .J. li ~Jrn.Ty D.YJ.rl 1Jrovj_r]);, 0;1ly ."" V '~ ~ .. ~r i'1 J~ J .. O\ ·.' -;'rofc; · 3 ·: 0!1 .. ~~ l OP.~l 80k for .:"!. 

course 1·1hir;1'1 r cq1J. 7 . -cc~) 0~J.~~t of .:i ll :; 1,r3:!. '1. t~1 o f '\- ,.~ .. 'J~.n iz. , .1~ 1 .;~ rJ :.:i ·::'-iich ;·.tu[; t hr:.v e 
b .·~ r; n in t hn ! :1 ind. ~ of t ho;;c \'.' ~"10 t 8 r:TI ·~d 't 1 1~ r) ,:? v ·~ J .. 1-.. :: · ··; "!t of :1 1 n~ ' Ji'").'; s t ur)_ i cs .:1 
1 ( ,.., ~.,,' .. ,·c) ·; n ·t·i'...,t"--" ' n 0 \•J < ._, • '·" JC . 'l .L l , • •. , J. \ v 

6 )in ". cd:i. ~ t ~ co~cern : 

Yo-:.i c m1i~c'1t 0.J t h: 1t the c 0nr0e :--; ~ v:ml rl ?1.0v2':" 0D.V·' b?0n :-:; t :: r~ e d given t!1 '3 
;:; t;=d: tJ-., EiJ. t · th ~· :~\•et ·i s t 1rn_t - tt ~1;<i:::; c o :v:·~e::l.0 .":?"d . . -::i. n d tho.t t ~1 ::: 
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university has made a comr:iitment to both staff and stv.dents .to develop a neH ~/fi;t
undereraduaute course in nursing dudies. The UGC lefter sugc;ested- that it shoul~ - ~:, 
be protected. When at the last SAC 1 s me~ting . a mer.1bP.r su.:i;r;e~ted that because .:-:~:,_·'.,.·· 
Bedford College's resources were bein3 cut back, nursin3 studies should be ··· · 
dispenc;erl uith, t~e meeting resolved thd Bedford should find the resources to .. , 
:provide the course as plan::ied for there \·ms n ·eed for the development of m.cmy ·'::_.:·--~--
different types of m.trsing studies courses. 

?)reconstruction: 

I wonder, .\·rbether when Beel.ford Colle3c 's reconstruction a.t ;.;ghnm is beins 
considered, space could also be fou'.'ld for the nur::;i!l'.; cours e • Around the 
area within 20-30 miles radius are the bm: t01.-ms of Readin_'.:';, · lindsor, Slouc;h, 
cit ;;tines and others. Some of these ma.y well ha.ve hos~i tB.ls c:i.ccredi ted by the 
General Nursing Council for nurse trainin::i; .If one \·;er~ to buy a minibus c:i11d 

hnd tuo clri v~·rs at ~one 1 s dis~osal nvrsin.~ students could be ferried reGu1':1.ril~r 
from the c .:i.r:rt;us to th~ clinic?.l placeme"'lts a.nrt ha.ck • Stw1ents' accor:.odation 
\·rould have to be providen for a.nyho•.-r , and luc'k:ily th~ nur.sinc c011.r0e t::i.ke·s only 
11p to b 1P.lve students. For this to devcl.n-p one re~yires a. nember of staff to 
~alee appropriate enqmiries and to enter into planninz n8gotiations . This is 
a long-term 11rocess and needs to be -pJ.o.nDed \·ri t 11 c:::re an<l consiQcr.:1tion • :!t 
the moment the course is bein,:; · ~crviced hy D. p.::i.rt-time secretary • The \·mr'.·: is 
building up fast with subseciuent intakes for \·rhich a pnrt-time ·:;ccretary is 
no 1 0nger sufficient • · 

Failin3 this, I t hink nursing stuo:lc.s nC:?2 :Js to find Lt home in some 
colleGc \·Jl~i ch has a similcir co:1stell:i.tion as the iJed :ford department , becou :>·'.:! 
this is the base of th2 pTesen t cov.r.-,e .A.s far as J: lrno'.1, the.re are only t•.-ro otr.cr 
such dep:: rtt1ent .s Hi thin t~1e London lniversi ty. On0 i s at the I.SS and the ot'ier 
at Goldc:-11it'1. CoJ.le32. In both U'!.esc institutions t~c stu:l ~mts \·:ould find 
under3rciduate colle0.,snes and o. si;:-iil.::-r vmalc;nn of soc:i_ ,.,_1_ stprli~s which co.n provide 
the frmnetwrk of nursin.:; studies. 

I ~oulcl n'preciate an o;~ortunity to 1is~uss thes e issues with 
~rou before He e:~-plorc them i ;1 t he nur.s i. 11,:-:; s tn-'li0 s ' ·m :~ki:'l.c; ~rou:p. 

Ynur~ s i11corely 

~l~'V<-v 


