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Observations from the Council of _Be~ford College 

on the Report submitted ~-the SBeci~~ Committee 

appointed by the Corn~~t-~_e_~ of Management 13!1 the 



Observations from the Council of Bedford C?llege on the R~port 

submitted by the Special Co~ittee appointed by the Committee of 

Management of the Flo~ence Nightingale International Foundation 

on the Facilities for Advanced Nu~~ing Educati?n in London, both 

professional and academic, and of th8 future educational policy 

of the Foundation . 

(The references in Rom.an figurc:Js refer to the recommendations 
set out in the report of the Special Committee of the F.N .I. F) 

two parts: 

A. 

B. 

The recommendations of the Special Committee fall into 

Pr oposals with regard to the future policy of the 
Foundation . 

Pr oposals vvith regard to the int0rim period which must 
ela pse before this policy can be put into effect . 

(A) The proposals for future policy involve the 

discontinuance of the International courses as such, the disappea1·ance 

of the Bedford College Committee for the Organisation of Courses for 

International Students and of the direct associa tion of Bedford 

College with the wor k of the Foundation . 

It is not c lear whether the new scheme is contingent on 

the establishment by the College of Nursing of a connection with 

the University . This point is an important one for the Bedford 

College Or ganisation Committee , since it is clearly one of the 

considerations determining their probable lease of life. 

As regards the proposal that in f uture the Foundat ion 

should aim at using courses already provided for English students, 
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the Council of Bodford College consider that differences of language 

sndt' for some subjects, differences of background· create special 

problems of teaching in the case of students f rom non- English 

speaking countries . They d oubt nhether the special needs of these 

students would be adequately me t otherwise than in courses specially 

provided for them . Hitherto. International students have worked 

as a group. This feature of the course has been a valuable one 

and the dispersal of the group wou ld, it is f elt, result in loss 

to its members . 

Recommendations XI to ~av. (page 39) are evidently contingent 

u p on Recommendation X< There is no proposal to establish an 

Academic Diploma of Nursing in connection with any existing School of 

the University . The suggestion is therefore contingen t on the 

establishment by the College of Nur sing of a connection with the 

University. It appears unlikely that the University would a gree 

to the establishment of such a d i ploma unles s it were evident that a 

demand for it were forthcoming from En g lish nurses and that the 
Extension 

existing University/Diploma did not meet the ne ed . It should be 

noted that the present certificates for Internntional students are 

award,3d on their work during the session and without examination . 

The experience , of the ~ st suggests that a written examination such 

as would certainly be require d f or the award of an Academic Diploma 

would entail a great deal of strain on foreign student nurses . The 

abolition of the written University examinat ion on the termination 

of the existing courses wra s welcomed by teachers and students alike . 
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If nurses were able and willing to break off their 

professional work f or at least three years .Ln order to read for a 

University d egree , there would be no d ifficulty in their doing so 

under the usual conditions obta ining for other studunts . 

(B) . As regard the recom.111enda tions concerning the 

interim peri od~ 

XXIX. The Council of Bedford Colleg~ a re willing to continue the 

conduct of the International courses on the same lines as hitherto 

until a new scheme is brought into effect . 

xxx. The Council of Bedfcr d Colleg e would also be prepared,· 

if and when a Director of the F . N. I. F . is a ppointed, to appoint her 

as a member of the Organis a tion Corrrrnitt~:; e. 

XXXI . Provision h a s already b2en made f or this choice of 

alternatives. 

XXXII. Arrangements have this Y'78r b·.c~;:;n made f or some of the 

students to at tend courses at the Ins t i tu te of I.le di ea 1 Psychology, 

and there is no rea son why there should not b e from t ime to time 

other Si'.B cial arr a n gements of similar nature . It must , however , be 

made clear that deviations from the established course will alter 

the financial basis of the sch:::lrne; Bnd that this established 

normal course , consisting of 10ctures special ly prepared a nd 

separately de livered to meet the needs of F lorence Ni ght inga le 

students , involve~ considerabl8 extra deman d s upon the time a nd 

energies of the staff; and can only be maintained if the majority 
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of the Florence Nightingale students follow it , deviations such 

as those mentioned a bove being limited to a few studen t J of 

exc eptiona l requirements or experi ence . 

XXXIII. This is a matter whi c h mi ght be t aken u p vri th the 

Institute of Educat ion . The de ma n d f or op portunities of 

continuous teaching pr a ctice somewha t exce 8ds the supply of such 

fac i li t ies a s a re a vai l ab le a n d some d i ff iculty might b e f ound in 

g iving e f fect to this sugges tion , bu t it is certa inly one which 

might b e explored ~ 

XXXIV. Or ganised d iscus 0ion of prob lems of int e r es t to the 

students is a lready a pa rt of the s y stem of instruct i on and will 

be further d evelope d a s c i rcu ms t anc e s permit . 

XXXVI. If there is n o e x pectat ion tha t the f orm of the 

Interna tiona l cours es will be dr a st i cal l y cha n g e d i n the course 

o f the next thre e or f our y ;:: a rs, t h e Council of Bedfor d Colleg e 

would be pre pared to appl y t o t h e Un i v ersi t y for their recognition 

as cours es for Associa t e studen ts . 
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