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Outline Curriculum for a Nursing Studies Degr'-'e 

1. The central problem is how to provide for both an honours degree in 

Social Policy and a professional nursing qualification within the 

compass of a four-year degree . The ci_nswer must be to make use of 

the long-vacations . If a student may be required to complete four 

course-units in an academic year of c . 24 teaching ueeJ~s , he could be 

expected to undertake the equivalent of one course-unit in a six

week long vacation course. If one such course is taken each long 

vacation (including the long-vacation following the final exams) , 

then altogether the student would study the equivalc:ent of twenty 

course-units in a four-year degree . This would allow ten units each 

for nurs i_ng studies and for social policy and it would see1:1 feasible 

to provide for a professional course and an honours degree in this 

framework . 

2 . At present , students reading for Social Policy take twelve units and 

the existing programme would have to be streamlined , both to reduce 

it to ten units and to incorporate within it a b2tter provisj.on for 

Psycholcry,y. It might ba possible to reshape part of the present first 

year an~/or provide for part of the Psychology within the Nu~sing 

St~jl~s LtGiLs. The essential part of an honours degree in Social Policy 

lies in there being a flill and integrated secon~-year progra~ne and it 

does nc l ~;cem possiblo to modify this requirement . The first year 

programme on the other hand could permit some concurrent Nursing Studies 

and the t'l:!_r 1 year programme would easily be spread over t\,10 years and 

undertake!'. alongside et substantial Nursing Studies commitment. 

3 . The professional s-t:udies programme must not only extend to between 75 and 

80 weeks tra_ining but must allow a maximrnn number of full-time teaching 

blocks , ideally of eight weeks in length . The problem , therefore, arises 

of how to a_ccommodate these blocks outside the long vacation v1hen the 

students 1tre also undertaking academic sLudy . The answer would seem to 

be to lFt':c: the academic units in the third and fourth years semester-

based and taking place only in the second semester of the session. This 

would leave a period available for full-time professional study up to 

about U1c~ n1idole of J;:inuary in the third and fourth yeacs . 

/cont ....... . 
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4 . One of tl1e fi:xed tirnc:-t<..t!:Jling fucto.cs is consti Lut0c! by the cxamir...ti_ i.ons 
\. ~ ~ 

whLch must take place in the Li»t half of June" In addition , during 

the fi1. st i1Pd second years , the s tudcnts \vould have to have the full 

Christuias and Eastc:r vacations avaiJ;:i'oLc l.o other students in both of 

uhich i.:ork is czpectecJ from the:rn. Taking all thc::;e factors into accoufl t , 

the out line curri cul urn m:i_ght look something as follo-w::;. 



\·lt::EKS ACl\D.2MlC PHOFE33IONAL 

J.st Year 
------

l 1.0 3'2 days d week 

]1_ - 14 Xmas V.:1cation 

15 - 211 3'2 c1uys a week 

25 - 29 

30 - 34 3!~ days a wec-:k 11, days a week 

35 - 36 Examinations 

37 - 39 Full time 

10 -- 47 lst full time block 

L}8 - 52 Su::1:J:!<2r Vacation 

2nd Year 

1 - 10 Full time 

11 - 14 Xmas Vacation 

15 - 24 Full time 

25 - 29 Easter Vacation 

30 - 34 Full time 

35 - 36 Exctminations 

37 Vacation 

38 - 45 2nd full time block 

46 - 49 Summer Vi:l.cati.on 

50 - 52 Begin 3rd full time block 

(continues in 3rd year) 

3rd Year 

1 - 5 3rd full time block (concluded) 

6 v aco.tion 

7 - 11 Begin 4th fulJ time block 

12 - 13 Xmas Vacation 

14 - lG 4th full time block (concluded) 

17 Vacation 

18 - 24 2 1
2 d<lys C1 v1eck 2'1 days a week 

25 - 29 Easter Vacation 

30 - 34 2~ days a week 

35 - 36 Examinations 

37 Vacation 

38 - 45 Sth f~ll time block 

46 - 49 Summer Vacation 

so - 52 Begin 6th full time block 

(contiuucs in 4th year ) 



PROFESSIONAL OTHEH 

l - 5 Gth f11ll tir..e block (concluded) 

G Vacation 

7 - Jl Begin 7Lh full time~ bl_ock 

12 - 13 Xr:i:).s Va cu tion 

1'1 - 16 7th full time block (concluC.ec1) 

17 Vo.catioil 

13 - 24 I'ul.L time 

25 - 29 },as ce::r Vac u. tion 

30 - 34 Fnll til!lC 

35 - 36 R~·: c:uninati.ons 

37 vacation 

38 - 45 8 th fGU t.i.rne block: 



SUMMARY No of ~:le~:;k s 

Academic Professional Exarns Vacation Total 

lst Year 20.5 15.5 2.0 14.0 52 .0 

2nd I' 25.0 11.0 2.0 14.0 52.0 

3rd 6.0 30.0 2 .0 14· . 0 52.0 

L\ th II 12.0 21.0 2 .0 10.0 '15. 0 

Total 63.5 77 .5 8 . 0 52 .0 201 . 0 

Aca.demic Curriculum 

lst Year 2~ Cou~se-units in 3~ days a week : 

Introduction to Social Theory ( ~ unit) 

Social Structure ( ~ unit) 

II Research Methods ( ~ unit) 

Social History ( ~ unit) 

Social Adrninis tration (11 unit) ne~1 cour~.3e 

In addition , students would undertake a preliffiinary study 

of Psychology as p~rt of thei~ Nursing Studies programme. 

2nd Year 4 Course-Units in 5 days a week 

Social Policy (1 unit) 

Social Structure (1 unit) 

Research Methods (1 unit) 

Public Administration (1 unit) 

3rd Year 1 Course- Unit in 212 days a \1eek 
(Second Semester) 

Social Psychology (l unit) 



r~.:;,J.r1l:lnic CL1L..C Lcull1;r1 / cont.irtu2d -------------- -

2 Course-Units in 5 day~ a week 

Sociology of Eeclicine ( l unit) 

Ex tenrJe2 Essay ( 1 nni t) 

Th0re are a n·~·nb~.:::::c of po_ints needing to b~ cleared up in this schc.nc:, but 

the 11ext stage is to 1:or:. OLlt tbe prof0_,,-;j on<Ll cur.cicnJ u:n in detui l and 

the;i to ex,1.mino the inL~'gration of the acric"1emic and profr, ·;ionc-tl comporn':nts . 


