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r • 
Dear Ivor, 

28/7/1982 

Cardiff • 

as suggested by you I shall try and put pen to paper about some 

of the thoughts and issues which we had come to dis cuss on the f ateful 

day of the 20th of july,1982 - never to have met up finally • 

1) Time tabling: 

1) lst year students: 1982/83 intake. 

They;W will be spending Wesdnesday afternoon, all day 'l'hursday 

and Friday at the hospital • All day 'l'uesday is taken up with physiology 

and this coming year the dep~rtment has added another practical session to ~ake 

sure that they learn to understand the material. (Saµnders has a point by 

pointing out that much of themr present course in physiology is irrelevant 

to the students' needE. He knew this right from the beginning becaus e t here is 

no way whereby an academic physiological dep3.rtm .~nt c:i:". and will teach 

according to particular vocational requirements. This requires s pecific 

knowledge which t heir staff has not got. It was pre ely this cons iderat ion 

which made me UiJ.easy at the beginning of the cours e, if you reJtJember. But 

you said there was no chance of doing the physioloe;y els ewhere - are you now 

throwing this back at me ? We have a staff member in nursing s t udies who has 

a degree in biology lst claeis. When it comes to nursing supervis ion and 

explaining some of nursing care she should be able with her lrnowledge of 

biology to translate some of the physiology into nursing. 

Monday and Wednesday morning are now left for thes e students to t a'ke t '1eir 

sociology, lectures and seminars and to take their nursing cours es • 

2) Second year students: 1981/82 intake: 

They too will be spending Wednesday aft ernoon, all day Thursday and 

Friday at the hospital. On Hednes day morning they have t wo s ess ions: 

9 - 11 issues in mental hea lth 

11-1 p0ychology • 

Monday all day is for pathophysioloe;y and Tuesday all day dor sociology seminars 



2. 

lectures. 

The implication of this time table is that students need to be 

involved in nursing practice for ~ days per week for the f .irst, second and 

part 9f the third term to be followed by a period of seven weeks at 40 hours 

weekly nursing • This leaves only ~ days on university campus for the rest 

of the studies which are by no means marginal to their vocational studies -

but are in fact an intregal part of it and should be eonsidered as such • 

( see later: a discussion about the contribution of sociology ) 

I would have thought and we have discussed this briefly before that 

nursing studies students would benefit @ffectively, cognitively and paedagogically 

if they were to be together with other students of the same department, that 

is ' their ' department. Students should not only mix in at lecture times, 

but what is far more important they should learn to participate in class 

during!.eminars. Nursing students are traditionally quiet, shy girls and boys 

and as such in preparation for themr professional life they should have 

social skill training in assertion • This can be provided within a seminar 

where they are mixin ~ with other students and are not constantly thrown back 

on their own devices. This first year has taught me that and it has been a 

bitter lesson for me and the students who have suffered from extreme isolation 

from their student peer group . In fact the students have complained that they 

do not feel as if they are members of the university. You did say that when 

the department's time-table is fixed, the nursing students will receive 

special consideration • What did you mean ? 

2) Contracts: 

For the iacademic year 1982/83 we will have three guest lecturers. 

one: Hrs. Susan Phi1lips-Lips~hitz to teach psychology; one Ms. Marion 

Prince to teach issues in mental health and one Dr. Elisabeth Dean to teach 

the combined course in therapeutics and pathophysiology. The three lecturers 

would like to start preparing their work but are hes itant in doing it unless 

they have their contracts. Could you p1ease see to it that this gets organised? 

'l'hese lecturers also want to get away for p ·~rt of the summer and for the 

moment hang around because they don't know what is happening to them • 



Addresses: 

Dr. Susan Lips4hitz-Phillips, c/o Social Research Uniot,Fraser's Lodge~ 

Ms. Marion Prince, 101, Crayford Rd.,, Tufnell Park, N .. 7. 

Dr. Elizabeth Dean , 20 Queens Rd. , Chislehurst, Kent • 

3) Rooms in Fraser's Lodge: 

There are problems with the rooms as George seems to have been 

assured by you to take over the rest of Fraser 's .Lodge according to him • 

However , I need possibly one more room for an additional staff member , and 

I need one more room for Wednesday morning to teach in, I now have two separate 

years coming in and additionally I need one room for the whole day for 

Dr. Dean to teach in. The other item of importance is an outside telephone. 

It is virtually impossible to conduct any business with one telephonist on 

the college's exchange and a nunber of students out in placement and to keep 

general contact with the professional world. You said somet hing about Hargmt's 

telephone transfer. Could you please arrange that ? 

4) Registration. You said I should do all the first year registration • 

\/hat does that mean ? Audrey is involved in the registration of the MSC course. 

Does this overlap ? What happens to registration in physiology? Wehere do 

students register for that ? What about the second year ? 

5) Students: Elixabeth Yea and Naura McNally • 

They were the syudents who ca~, e to see Honald Pluck about transfer within 

the department.Ronald according to the students' version of that discussion 

said that they could transfer but that they ituld think it over during the 

Sumr'1er. I had a talk with the students according to the terms that you and I 

had outlined. I have a feeling that the students have taken the least line of 

resistance at the moment to return after the summer and perhaps to declare 

their intent of tran·;fer . Ow~ : lUizabeth Yea is a poor student at the moment 

and argues that she has done no work becaus e she was not interested except in 

socioloe;y which she liked; that if she were interested she could work and 

J 

j 



4. 
!'i. achieve good results •• The other aureen is somewhat better and uses the s ame 

arguments. They both like nursing, but not together with academi c studies and 

they wish to pursue academic studies first and independently of nursing which 

would be done at a later stage. Needless to say, I don't wish to loos e them, if 

only for the numbers. ( By the wa:y the Sheffield nurs ing studies course has just 

lost 7 out of 22 students! ) On the other hand, if they are unhappy I'd much 

rather they leave alltogether and go somewhere else, than receive a transfer 

here which would indicate to the students joining nursing s tudies that .this is 

an easy wa:y into the university • We ought to discuss this further • 

6) Petty l:ash: 

Last yea:r we spent a sum of money on uniforms - the total s um was about 

£ 150.00 - to be precise I need to chack with Audrey • 

The unif·' rms we bought last year have been found to be totally inadequate 

in terms of safety and I had this checked ou.t by Elizabeth Heerabeau and 

Cynthia Clamp. We have now gone back to the firm and have decided on an 

infinitely more suitable garment, the price of which is ab ~ut £ 17.00 per 

frock. As each s t ude:c.t will have to have two, and anything beyond that they 

will have to buy out of their own pocket, the tota l sum comes to about £ 500.00 

Could you please advise the treasurer as last year so that the students can get 

their dress from the .uniform shop. 

7) I have worked out a provisional plan for the course till 1987 and I have 

also worked on an idea ©or a Haster's course • We need to dis cus s these items • 

8) Both Liz and I have been t eaching and supervising nursing students till 

July the 23rd and throughout August I will s t ill be involved with the course; 

t his leaves me and her only the early September to get awa:y . I think that 

John Gavin or Edward John should be able to cope with clearing requirements • 

9) He have a meeting for t he 23rd at 2.0p.m. - we could meet in t he mor ning ? 

I'll ring you to conf irm and I s hall be gr a te f ull if you were to 

t hi nk about some of the i ssues touched upon in this epistle. 

Best wishes, Yours 


