
JOINT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE OF INSTITUTIOl'-JS RECOGNISED BY THE 
MINISTER OF HEALTH FOR THE TRAll'-llNG OF HEALTH VISITORS, AND OF 

ORGANISATIONS OF HEALTH VISITGRS 

7 VICTORIA STREET 

LONDON. S.W. I 

Memorandum on the Desirabilit of extendin the 
Minimum Period o Courses recognise by the Minister of 
Hea l th for the Training of Health Vi sitors from Six to 
Nine .Months . 

1. The unanimous decision of members of the Joint Consultative 
Commit tee of Training Institutions recognised by the 
Minister of Health for the Traininlj of Health Visitors, 
and of Organisations o f' Health Visitors to advocate this 
extension , and to approach the Minister of Health on the 
question, was reached after consideration of the following: 

A. Syllabus of all existing 'fraining Courses, whether of 
six months ', one year's, or two years ' duration . 

These were conside r ed by a sub-committee whose report 
was embodied in a 11 Survey of Syllabuses of Training 
Courses 11

, a printe d copy of which V'las submitted to the 
Ministry of Health in 1933. 

B. First-hand information as to l:.he present arrangements 
for the practical training of students in fourteen 
courses, rece ived partly in writing, partly verbally at 
two Conferences of Tutors, Medical Officers for Maternity 
and Child Welfare, and others responsible for the train
ing of student Health Visitors. 

2 . As the information thus obtained showed a marke d diversity 
in practice among the Training Institutions in the allocation 
of time to both theoretical and practical training in each 
subject in the Examination Syllabus the Joint Consultative 
Committee appointed a sub-conunittee to prepare a report, 
recommending the best allocation of t:L;;1e to theoretical and 
practical work respectively in each s u bject in 

( a ) a six months ' course 
( b) 'i_n '..J.n J. tle~ll ('OLl r sc . 

3 . This Report was receive d and vlith certain modifications, 
adopted by the Joint Consultative Committee at its meeting 
on 27. June 1936 . 

4. The Report states that "an ideal c ourse 11 was not actually 
considered, as an alternative to the six months ' course , 
but a course of nine months , or three terms, under the 
existinG regulations . 

5 . The Joint Consultative Committee then reached the following 
conclusions: 

(i) That it is impossible , in a six months ' course to 
cover all the subjects in the Examination Syllabus 
adequately, either theoretically o r practically . 

(2) 'l'hat the scope of the Examination Syllabus is not 
too wide . 

(3) That, in a six months' course , certain subjects which 
should form part of the training of a Health Visitor, 
e . g . the theory and practice of pcsitive health 
teaching to older school children and effective 
personal co - operation with official and v oluntary 
agencies , are necessarily excluded . 

( 4) That the time available for certain other subjects 



which are n ominall y inc luded in some courses , is so 
limited a s t o make it impossible to treat these 
subjects adequately . Among t,ese aro: 
( a ) Dietetics and problems of malnutrition . 
( b ) Home visiting in connection with the selection 

of child -ce n for school meals a nd "official 
milk 11

• 

(c ) Horne visiting in connection with convalescence 
~nd country holidays . 

(d ) Menta l and behav iour problems . 
(5) TI1at , in a c ours e of three terms or nine months, 

i t would be possible both to include the 3U jects 
w~ncli are at present totally excluded, and to deal 
much more adc qua te ly with others . 

( 6) 'T'hat , in ocher su:.::jectf;, without incrca s in 0; the 
number or' lectures , Lhe value of the course '.1ould 
be gro.:ttly L Cl'.<t.s·:::J by .Ln additio "al term , oecause 
more tim,J 1.ou<i tl _\j"1 1)C' o.vuilable to assinilat•::; 'c;e 
instruction 1v~ n, 1na for private s tuJy . 

( 7) 11~mt t~10 . 1 crnt lJ. ~nd p :r~nc,11 :::train v1hicl1 i3 at 
p r esent frL-c_iuo.ntJ:r !'lOticecible in 0tucents unde rgoing 
a six monLlu' cuu1··;c c)J.' training, J.ncl w'ncl;. sometimes 
culmirn.tes in a .. i >1y rwrvous conditi on at the time 
of' lhe examination ; :~uld be avoided . 

( 8) The Joint Consul t•1 ti ve CoITJIY'i c Lee is the re fore of 
opirn on that , under exis tine rogula tions, 3. minimum 
course s l.ould 'Go one of three Le rms, the -i>:.rce terms 
a v eraging tw?lve __ weeks_ etJ.ch, ':·ii th two holic'1.:..0--.V8 .• each 
of at least one week , dividin,•· the terms . 
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