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The role of practice within a vocational u1dergraduate cou se. 

I suppost part of my somewhat naiv<' und r•·tanding of the • ursir g Studies 
couri:;.e wa:., d taken-for-granted po ition that practical placements are clJ1 

integrated element of the course. I take this position to arise because 
of tie University's involvement with an activity which hitherto wa..:: 
considered to belong to the arE'a of nanual practice only. llo\·1cver, mtw; ng 
this cour3e into the University had implicatiot'S for a di ffercnt development 
anticip ting that academic learning should inform practic- • 'herefore our 
course i con tructed on thC' premi e thnt profe•·r;ional and acndc-'1lic l arning 
arE" no lor1g r E p ratE co.np:ment • 

In term. of actu 1 ho!.tr , practice placemE:'nt• amount to mor0 than .. the 
total coursc'b work: each term "ltudents spend 2! days per we~· at prac ice 
which i, augmented during the sum:ner tPrm by a full-tine practice involvement 
0.1. six weoks. 

Our students are reoJired to fulfil the same academic expectatio.1s in relation 
to quality and quantity as any other ~tudent o:f thi· Dep ... rtment. However, 
looking at th . timP at thC'ir d hpo. nl, at the a <Ward wordng times of 'their 
placement and at the nature of the emotional demands which accompany nur.;ing 
placements I llOuld have thought allowance need to be made when computing 
the grades so that good/bad or indifferent ward reports receive their 
appropriate consideration as part of the course structure. 

Liz and I should meet with you to discuss a system whereby the student~' 
efforts are taken into consideration alongside their competence..,. 

As this will be the final examination Board for our fourth year students I 
believe we need to request the p· of the two externa examiners in 
Nursing: Pr of. Jean McFarlane (ie Baroness)and Dr. Elizabeth Hockey. 
What are your views on whether we should have a separate Board or ? 
Please advise . 


