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For the Oommlttee ror the Organization 
ot the International Courses. Bedford 
Qollege Meeting, Mat 17th, 1932. 

LEAGC~ OF H2D CRJS8 SOCIET!ES 

11le eting of t ne Bxec·-ltive Corur.ittee 

Arril 25, 1932 

The Executive Committee, 

has taken cognizance with interest of the proposal of 

the International Council of Nurses to establish an Inter -

national Florence Nightingale Memorial Foundation in London, 

taki~g as tasis the International Nursing Courses instituted 

by the League . It is observed with satisfaction that the 

realization of this plan would ensure the continuance of the 

courses on a pe r ffianent footing and the developffient of sirrilar 

facil i ties to enable highly qual i fied nurses to imp r ove their 

knowledge . 

The Execut i ve Commi ttee , 

(a) appr oves the steps tak en by the Secretar iat to ensure , 
thank s to the gener osity of the American Red Cross , 
the cont i nuance of the cour ses until J uly 1933 , and 
to te r mi nate the financial r esponsibility of the 
League in this connexi on at that date ; 

(b ) author izes the Secr etary Gene r al to inform the Inter 
national Counci l of Nurses that the League fully asso 
ciates itself with the Council ' s rlan , and will be 
glad to co - ope r ate i n putting it into effect . The 
Secre tari at js i nst r ucted to negotiate with the rer r es 
entatives of the r r oposed foundation as soon as it 
come s i nto be i ng , with a vi ew to t h e t r ansfe r of the 
cour ses to the authorit i es which will direct the m in 
the future; 

(c ) exr r esses the hore that national Societies for their 
rart will be willing to co- ore r ate to the best of 
their power in the realization of the rlan . 



Note on question 1 2 on the A~enda ~ -----------·------· 
(L:mdon Nursing Courses . - Action taken i n conformity 

with Executive Committee ' s instructions) . 

The Internat i onal Nur sing Courses 
and 

fhe International Florence Hichtingale Memorial . 

Since the raeeting of the ~xecutive Committee in 
October, 19~1 , the League has continued its efforts to 
obtain funds for the continuation of the International 
Nursing Courses . llrs . Belmont , a membor of the Central 
Cori.rnittee of the .f\r:ierican ·1ec1 Cross, has unsparingly devot 
ed herself to obtainins funds in the United States . Through 
her interest, the Carnegie Corporatio~ in New York ~ecently 
voted a c.ant1:.,ibut:Lon of %3?:58 a year for five years , and 
Mrs . Davison , also me.nber 8f the Central C.Jmmittee of the 
AtJ1eric an i1ed Cross , has pr8mised f~lOOO . 'These grunts were 
rnade on the unc3erst2nding that the re nainder of the swn 
required to continue the courses for five years would be 
obtain able from other sources . 

A proposal to found n per~aPont International Memo 
rial to Floronco =~5.ghtingale 1ras ar~_apted by the Internation
al Council '.)f hurses at a meeting in Cologne in l'Jl2 . 

Owing ta the war, no action was taken to carry out 
the propJeal in a practical manner until a meeting of the 
Boar d of Diroctors which took plac e in Geneva i n .June , 19::Jl . 
At this ~eeting , the following recom·1endat ion was adopted : 

11 that the J.11 oundation should be in J-'ondon , that 
it should be of an internat i onal· character, 
and a living memor i al , not a museu.11 . The sug
gestion which appeals most to the Directors 
assembled in Geneva is that the memor i al should 
take tl: G -r-'orm o~ a22_~ncl.owed founG.at.ion for post 
Graduato_ :;n~rsi~1[:·; erlu~r..~iOJ2 . 11 
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As the Lengue has already in London the nucleus of 
such a foundation, Sir Arthur Stanl ey communicated with rlfr s . 
Bedford Fenwick, the Chairnan of the International Florence 
Ni ght ingale I"Iemorial Corrrnittee in London , with a view to 
bringing about a close collaboration of the two bodies i nterest
ed i n such a scheme . In view of Sir Arthur Stanley's keen 
inter est and his belief that the scheme would be successful, 
the Chairman, Judge Payne, authorized the continuation of 
the International Courses for a further year until July 1933 
when the situation with r eear d t o t~1.e scheme would be clearer. 

The outline of this scheme approved by Mlle . Chaptal , 
Pr esident of the International Council of Eurses, is laid be
fore the members of the Execut ive Committee fo r the ir consi
deration in tllo following oemorandum : 

11 A Committee, comprising r epresentc.t ives of the 
League of iled Cross Societies , the International Council 
of Hurse s , the Colle0e of :rrursing and Bedford Coller;e, 
has held a nu.nber of i nfori11al meet i ngs under the chair 
manship of the Honoralile 3j_r Arthur .C\tanlAy , to consider 
the practical problems arising out of the proposal to 
constitute a Plorence ·Ti~;htin~ale Foundation, using as 
a basis the post - graduate courses for nurses in London, 
at pr esent conducted l)y the Leac;ue . 

"The Corruni tt ee desires to place the following re 
commendations on r ecord , as swnmarising the conclusions 
to wl1ich its discussions seem to point : 

11 1 . roundation . - It is contemplated that the 
Plorence l'igl1tingo.le Memorial Foundation should be an auto
nomous body constituted under Engl ish law, and gover~ed by 
a Grand Council comprising five representatives of the 
International Council of Nurses , five representatives of 
the League of Red Cross Societies , and two representatives 
of the Nat ional Plorence ri0htinc;ale ·;emorial C01n ·Jittee of 
each participating country . The Gr and Council wi ll be res
pons ible for the policy of the Foundation, and between its 
meetings will delegate its powers to a committee of manage 
ment , elected by the Council . It is suggested that the 
Committee of Ilnn~gement should comprise three representa
tives o.l Lhe Int<:t1·r1d~tio· . ·1 Council of nurses , three representa
tives of the League of Red Cross Societies , two representa
tives of the Pational Council of Nurses of Great Britain , 
two representatives of the British Red Cross Society , one 
representative of Bedford College , and one representative 
of the College of nursing . 8ub - Com.nittees mny be constitut
ed by decision of the Comnittee of :.Tanagement 1.-.rith power to 
co-opt . 
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11 2 . Purpose. - The purpose of the Foundn.tion will 
be the maintenance and development of facilities for post 
graduate training for selected nurses from all countries, 
taking as basis the interiwti:Jn[ll courses in L:Jndon, now 
a~ninistered by the League of Re d Cross Societies . 

11 3 . Finances . - The financial resources at the d is
posal of the Grand Counc il will be constituted : 

a) by the capital sum subscribed through the 
efforts of the national Florence Night 
ingale Memorial Committees , It is con
sidered that the runount required for 
the full and permanent endowment of the 
scheme, including provision of at least 
twenty scholarshi ps annually, would be 
]:, 200,000 ; 

b) pending complete endowment of the scheme 
by the annual payments provided by organ
isations or individuals in each country . 
It in proposed that, in addition to such 
contributions as they are able to secure 
for the capital fund , each national F . N . 
M. C . should endeavour to provide one or 
more scholarships, for a minimum period 
of ton years , 

" The practicability of the scheme will depend on the 
amount of the contributions obtained or promised by Jo.nuary 
lst, 1933 . It is hoped that every effort will be made by 
the National Flo11 ence Nightingale ".Ier:iorial Comrr1ittees to 
report by that date pledges representing a capital fund of 
at least b 40,000, in addition to annual scholarships 
runounting to not less than b 5 , 000 a year for the coming 
ten years . 

" 4. Procedure . - If this scheme commends itself to 
the International Council of Nurses , it is hoped that the 
I .c.r . will formally communicate it to the League before 
the meeting of the League ' s Executive Committee on April 
25th ~ If the Executive Committee of the League, in its 
turn , endorses the project, and signifies its willingness 
to co -operate in its realization, it is suggested : 

nthat the I . C . N. should circularize the national 
Councils of Nurses which are members of the International 
Council , urging them to take the initiative in promoting 
the constitution of national Florence Nightingale Memori 
al Committees at the eorliest practicable date; 
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nthat the League of Hed Cross Societies should simul 
taneously circularize the national Red Cross Societies in 
the countries where na t ional Councils of Nurses, affiliat 
ed to t he I . C. N. , exist, inviting each of them to co - oper~ 
ate with the corresponding national Council of lfurses in 
promoting the consti t u t ion of the Florence Nightingale 
Memorial Committee , 

11 Each national Florence lTightingale Memorial Commit
tee, when constituted, should remain in permanent contact 
with the International Council of Nurses which, in conjunc 
tion with the Secretariat of the League of Red Cross Socie
ties, should undertake to provide them with the necessary 
data to furnish the basis for the national appeal . The 
lines upon which the Appeal should be issued, the organ
izations and individuals to be approached, the set - up of 
the national Jl'lorence h ightingale ~1ernorial Committee, and 
the character of the co .:. operation to be given to that com
mittee by the Red Cross, will necessarily vary from one 
country to another, so that only facts regarding the 
present character of the Courses and the proposed activi
ties of the projected Foundation can usefully be furnish
ed from the international centres . The national bodies 
will be alone able to judge of the kind of organization 
and method of appe a l most suitable to their respective 
national conditions . n 
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