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I am writing about the meeting of the Special Advisory Com.'Tlittee 
next Friday the 19th February. You will have seen that we have submitted 
a nu:nber of papers and I was intending to speak to these at the meeting. 
Unfortun.:ctely, a meeting of our Planning Committee , which is responsible 
for conducting all r,egotiations for mergers and trausfers and similar 
matters concerning the restructuring of the College, has been made at 
short notice f6r the 19th . There is no way that I can avoid this 
commitment which must take priority over everything else. Nevertheless, 
provided that the meeting does not go on too long, I will be able to be 
at the Special Advisory Committee later that afternoon. The best thing 
I can do in the circumstances is to explain to you some of the matters 
I would have explained to the Special Advisory Committee. 

You will see from the papers that we have not yet submitted all 
t :-i c.: s ~ ... · l latH.~ .:>e s f or i.lC Xt year ~ Th; r ~.!ason fo r t l:i s .. 2. S y o u \·Ji 1 l yo ,J~.:;e l f 

kno ~.,, , is tr, a t we h:.i vc not c ompleted our n 2guciations in r e sp 2c t o f the 
teaching of these subjects. These negotiations were held up last term 
by the embargo made during the negotiations between Bedford College and 
Kings College upo~ all discussions with other schools of the University. 
Th i s embargo has been lifted following the breakdown of those negotiations, 
and I am actively pursuing my negotiations concerning the teaching of 
illed i cal sciences next year . A further factor has been , of course, my 
own involvement with College negotiations as a member of the College's 
Planning CoiTIITlittee . This was not something I sought but it was .::i. duty 
I could not refuse and I have a responsibil i ty on that Committee for 
representing the interests of all social studies departments . I hope that 
in these circumstances the committee will be patient concerc:ing the 
sub~ission of detailed syllabuses for next year. 

I do not t hink the syllabuses that are b e ing ubitt i tted will ca u.3(:: 

many problems. The detailed information has been revised where suggested 
to take account of t h e points made at t he Special Advisory Committee ' s 
l ast meeting . I h ave , in addit i on , submitted a paper which shows how 
practical train i ng and c l inical exper i ence is co- ordinated with academic 
l earn i ng and how the variou s components of the academic learning are co­
ordinated wi t h one another. No doub t Mrs . Fergu son wi l l speak t o this 
paper s h ou l d the commi t tee wish. 
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\vith respect to the SARC recommendations concerning Bedford College, 
these were very much what I expected. Our contribution to the social 
sciences in respect of social policy and administration, medical sociology, 
socio-legal studies and social work has been recognised. We have been 
recommended to cease teaching a full degree in Sociology and to 'buy-in' 
our requirements in economics. Neither of these recormnendations will 
affect our provision for nursing studies. In the longer run, it is 
suggested that our research in medical sociology and in socio-legal studies 
would benefit from collaboration with a School such as University College 
or Kings College . In fact , we already have connections with both these 
schools and I am actively pursuing plans to increase these. Indeed, in 
the case of one of these schools, it is rather a matter of resuming plans 
which were interrupted by the outbreak of the present financial crisis. 
I have, in general, no doubuconcerning the continued development of the 
Department as a centre of excellence concerned with the application of the 
socia l sciences particularly to two areas, medicine and the health care 
services and l egislation and legal institutions. You will appreciate that 
I do not wish to commit myself in detail concerning the future plans of 
the Department and of Bedford College, but I can say that the development 
of nursing studies forms a very important part of those plans. 

Please accept my apologies if the meeting does not in the event 
allow me to attend the Special Advisory Conunittee. I can assure you 
that only the fact that it is a vitally important meeting at which my 
presence is absolutely necessary could prevent me from coming. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ivor Burton 


