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University of London 

Telegrams UNIVERSITY LONDON 

Telephone 01-636 8000 

Extension 

Our ref AR/SCI/JML/SG 
Your ref 

Mr . L.P . Turnbull , 
Bedford College . 

Dear Mr . Turnbull , 

BSc IN NURS I NG STUDIES 

SENATE HOUSE 

MALET STREET 

LONDON 

WC1 E 7HU 

4th October , 1979 

Thank you for your letter of 7th Auguct . I have now received a detailed 
statement from Dr . Burton which will be considered at the meeting of 
the Special Advisory Committee in Nursing Studies on 12th October . 

I enclose five sets of agenda papers for the meeting . May I please 
ask you to arrange for these to be distributed to the following persons 
whom I have understood from either you or Dr. Burton will be attending 
the meeting ~ 

Yourself 
Dr. Burton 
Professor Jeffreys 
Miss Edna Blake , Middlesex Hospital School of Nursing 
Miss Christine Chapman 

It would be helpful if you could let me know in advance which institution 
or organisation Miss Chapman will be representing. I know that she has 
served on your College ' s ad hoe committee . 

Yours sincerely , 
~ ~ I 

, /( /) I ' I ( I /, 0 7:.,..-

MRS . J .M. LCNGDEN 
Faculty Officer 

( 

Science and Engineering 

{ \ 



SPECIAL ADVISORY CO~ITTEE IN NURSING STUDIES 

I attach a copy of the agenda for the meeting to take place in 
Senate House at 2.30 p.m. on Friday 12th October. 

For the discussions on proposals for the MSc in Midwifery and the 
BSc in Nursing Studies at Bedford College, members are asked to bring 

~· 1 _ , with them to the meeting, Minutes of the meeting on 6th July and copies 
~/~002.0 of tl._,o}qt_,~~and Document D circulated with the agenda for that meeting. 

The Chairman is particularly anxious that this meeting shall be attended 
by as many members as possible, in order that the interests of the 
different Boards of Studies shall be fully represented. The main item 
on the agenda is that relating to the proposals for a new BSc course at 
~edford College and representatives of Bedford College and the 
Middlesex Hospital School of Nursing have been invited to attend 
for the discussions on this item. 

MRS. J.M. LCNGDEN 
Faculty Officer 
Science and Engineering 



University of London 

SPECIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE IN NURsnm STUDIES 

There will be a meeting of the Special Advisory Committee in Nursing Studies on 
Friday, 12th October 1979 at 2.30 p.m. in Senate House 

A G E N D A 

1. t-'.INUTES 

TO CONFI~M: The Minutes of the meeting on 6th July 1979 (previously circ ulated) 
subject to amendment of the second line of para. 3 on page 3, to read that 
the nursing content of the proposed BSc course at Bedford College 
"had been accepted by the General Nursing Council as providing an appropriate 
background". 

2. MATTERS ARISING - ME~BERSHIP 

':'O :t\::::PCR':': Dr . J . WiJ son -Barnett having been Recognised as a Teacher 
in Nursing Studies at Chelsea College, assigned to the Board of Studies 
in Psychology, has become a full member of the Special Advisory Committee. 
TheConstitution provides for the inclusion as members of all Recognised 
Teachers in Nursing Studies . Previously Dr. Wilson-Barnett has been invited 
to meetings pending her recognition as a teacher. 

3. COURSE UNITS Fe: :~ '.l'HE BSc n; Nu:\SING STUDIES 

TO C~MSIDER: A request from Chelsea College that the following course units 
be approved by the Special Advisory Committee in Nursing Studies with the 
Board of Studies in Social Administration as the Board of second instance• 

Sociology of Health Care 
Elements of Social Policy and Administration (Health Care II) 

TO rtEPORT : 

(i) As reported in the revised agenda for the meeting on 6th July, it had 
been found ttat Chelsea College had submitted proposal forms for the 
above two course to the Board of Studies in Social Administration, 
notwithstanding that they had previously been agreed in principle 
by the SAC in May 1978 and the SAC were, therefore, anticipating that 
formal course proposal forms would be submitted. 

(ii) Chelsea College were , therefore, informed that it would appear 
anomalous for these two third year courses to be approved and examined 
ttrour,h the Board of Studies in Social Administration, whereas 
responsibility for approving and examining the two associated first 
year courses "Introduction to the Sociology of Health Care" and 
"Elements of Social Policy and Administration I" lay with the SAC. 

(iii)Chelsea College have , therefore , reviewed the position and would now 
agree that , as the SAC ir.cludes adequate representation of other 
Boards of Study including Social Administration, the SAC should become 
the Board/Commit tee of first instance. Revised course proposal forms 
have, therefore, been received (Documents A.land A.2). 

(iv) The formal proposal for the fourth year course "Issues in Nursing" 
is still awaited. All other courses included i.n the degree programme 
for th2 BSc witt Nursing Studies as the main field have now been 
approved. 

( v) The College also seek substitution of the title "Communication in 
Nursing" for the title "Patient's Progress" which is a first year 
course approved by the SAC in May 1977. The change of title was 
recommended by the visitin~ examiners in 1979 and the College would 
wish to examine under the new course title in 1980 (Document A.3) • 

/Continued ••••• 
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4. SPi::CIAL UNJ. VE~SITY u:cTURERS 

TO CONSIJER: The nomination of a Special University Lecturer for the session 
1980 to 1981. 

TO REPORT: 

(i) The Special Advisory Committee has been allocated one lecture for 1980 
to 1981. Nominations are required by no later than 25th April 1980. 

l\llocations not taken up by that date will revert to a central pool. 

(ii) Dr. K.J.W. Wilson,Health Services Research Centre, University of 
Birmingham has accepted an invitation to give the Special University 
Lecture in 1979/80. Preliminary arrangements have been made for the 
lecture given at Chelsea College on 6th March 1980 on a subject 
concerned with the interrelationship between Nursing and Biological 
Sciences. 

5 • MSc IN MIDWIFERY 
TO REPORT: 
(i) The preliminary comments of the Special Advisory Committee on the 

proposals for an ~Sc in Midwifery submitted by Chelsea College and 
consi dered at the meeting of the SAC on 6th July were conveyed to 
both Chelsea College and the British Postgraduate Medical Federation. 

(ii) Chelsea College have replied that they would agree that it would be 
logical for the MSc to be awarded in the same faculty as the BSc 
degree with Nursing Studies as the main field and that the MSc should, 
therefore, be awarded in the Faculty of Science. As there is a 
clinical element in the proposed course the College agreed that the 
Academic Council Standing Subject Committee in Medicine should be 
consulted. The following comments have been made by Chelsea College 
in relation to the staffing of the course: 

"The professional content leading to a qualification in midwifery 
(State Certified Midwife) is to be taught and examined separately 
through the Central Midwives Board examination. To this end 
~ueen Charlotte's teaching is on this SCM training, involving for 
example, continuous assessment by Ward Sisters on the practical 
ability of students in the professional midwifery aspect. The academic 
content of the proposed scheme will be taught and examined by 
University teachers and it is this portion of the combined course
scheme that we are submitting as a Masters Degree course. In other 
words, the scheme is in two parts which, though running in parallel, 
are linked as far as possible to rr.ake a sensible and coherent learning 
experience for students. One of these parts leads to State Certified 
Midwife, the other to the MSc Midwifery. It is the MSc which we are 
submitting for the university's approval, in the belief that its 
coherence with the professional Midwifery course will be recognised 
by the University as being entirely in accord with the future trends 
towards educational courses that are linked to professional 
qualifications. As you know, we have been encouraged by the UGC and 
the DES to pursue such courses, and we also feel that the course 
proposed is entirely in line with current thoughts and trends in 
medical education and training. 

The Course Tutor for the proposed course will be 2 full-time 
lecturer in the Department of Nursing Studies at Chelsea, who is a 
graduate, holds an MSc, with a PhD thesis soon to be completed, a 
qualified nurse, midwife and a qualified Sister Tutor. She is 
currently serving her probationary period, but I have every reason 
to suppose she will be recommended for recognition as soon as possible. 

Further, for the teaching on the State Certified Midwife aspect of 
the course, although not strictly required, Queen Charlotte's plan 
to recruit a graduate midwife into the School of Midwifery, but I 
again emphasise that the MSc (academic) teaching on and examining for 
the course will be the responsibility of academic staff of both 
Chelsea and the Institute of Obstetrics and Gynaecology." 

/Continued ••••• 
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(iii)As noted in item 27 of the Minutes of the meeting on 6th July, no further 
action on the proposals can be taken until confirmation is received 
that the proposal has the support of the BPMF, as well as authorities 
of Chelsea College , since the course is to be a Schools~sponsored 
course offered jointly by Chelsea College and the BPMF (Institute of 
Obstetrics). BPV~ did not in fact receive the formal proposals from 
the Institute of Obstetrics until the end of July and they will be 
submitted for consideration to the governing body of the BP1':F in 
October. It is not, therefore, yet possible to describe the proposals 
as a joint submission from Chelsea College and the British Postgraduate 
Medical Federation and no further action can be taken to submit the 
course proposals to the Academic Council. 

(iv) At the previous meeting the SAC expressed some date whether it would be 
possible to obtain approval for the MSc course in time for students 
to be registered in October 1980, as originally proposed by 
Chelsea College. As it has not yet been possible to submit the 
proposals to t he University Planning Committeet-..it would now appear 
even more unlikely that the course could be introduced in October 1980. 

6. BSc DEGREE IN NU~SJNG S~UDIES AT BEDFORD COLLEGE 

[Note: Bedford College have asked that the following persons should be 
invited to attend for the discussion of this item: 

!hJ,,£~ 
Dr . I. F. Burton, l.i<stnFeP -in Sociology Bedford College 
Professor V.argot Jeffreys, Professor of Medical Sociology Bedford College 
Mr. L.P. Turnbull, Registrar Bedford College 
Miss Edna Blake, Middlesex Hospital School of Nursing 
Miss Christine Chapman, member of an ad hoe committee set up by Bedford Colleg~ 
to discuss proposals for the new deGree j 

TO CONSIDER : Proposals for the new BSc degree in Nursing Studies at 
Bedford College. 

TO REPORT: The preliminary views expressed by the SAC at the meeting 
on Gth July as reported in item 28 of the Minutes were conveyed to 
Bedford College. A statement in r eply from Dr. I. Burton, Head of the 
Department of Sociology at 3edford College is attached as Document 8. 



UNIVERSITY OF LONOON COURSE UNIT DEGREES COURSE PROPOSAL FORM L 
00 CL.• ... rYLQ...Q'"\ I A I 

38
"' ('SAc:_, I ~od) 

Name of School ___ C_h_e_l_s_e_a_C_o_l_l_e_..g'-e ________ _ 

Faculty(lea) In which Course wHI be offered·-------------------------

SECTION ONE TITLE, VALUE AND STATUS OF COURSE 

1. Title o! Course ___ 1_·h_e_S_o_c_i_o_l_o"""g'""'"y_o_f_l_l e_a_l_t_h_C_a_r_e ___________ 7_7_5 ___ _ 
(including College 

Course number) __ __._.._..._,_ ____ ~-----------------------~ 

2. Proposed Value in course units: 

3. Is proposed Course to be 'Introductory'? 

4. Does this Course supersede an approved Course? 
If Yes, give official Course Number of Course superseded: I 1 I I 11 I I 

5. Has Course to be superseded ever been taught? 
examined? 

6. Date from which new Course is to be introduced October 119 79 I 
SECTION TWO DETAILS OF SYLLABUS, WORK LOAD AND EXAMINATIONS 

7. General scope of Course (i. e. outline of the field of study to be covered) 

Macro-sociological approaches to health behaviour and health care 
including comparative analysis of various health care systems. 
'Middle-range' studies of health care institutions such as General 
and Psychiatric Hospitals. Micro-sociological accounts of the 
experience of illness and associated inter-personal relationships. 
Sociological concepts such as professionalisation, socialisation 
and mental illness relevant to health care. 

8. Number of terms duration: 
9. Approximate total numbers of hours which students will spend in: 

(a) Lectures 
(b) Laboratory or Field work 
(c) Tutorial I ~~w~ 

10. Indicate if Course is designed for any particular year of study: 
~I Second I Third I 6f.~>ntt3') 

11. Examinations 

at discretion of 
Tutor and 
examiners 

(a) Number of written papers 
(b) practicals 
(c) ~~1.!ht. essays or projects 
(d) Wlll Course examination include an oral? 
(e) Will Course examination include ~~~.r~h8t:ilm~?& 

~ey<WK~a:l'CJIOU!boat:x(Cinc assessment of work 
done for tutorials I seminars, etc? 

Board of Studies from whose Panel Visiting Examiners for the Course will be r-d~ra"-wn-=----------, 

js.A.C. first inst~nce 
12. 

INTERCOLLEGIATE TEACHING ARRANGEMENT::; and Social Administration 

13. If any part of this Course ls to be taught in another College, 
give name(s) of College(s) 

14. Is a separate Course Proposal being submitted by the College(s}? 

15. Signed -=-~M..,.., ..... __ ftC_{ .... _:' _ LL _ L:- _~___,r __ -~_<..._~_· _(_...' _)_ __ Head of Department 

Noted ~ Registrar 
~ ;.-

16. To be completed by Board(s) of Studies by which proposed Course is approved 

Signed-------------- Board of Studies ______ _ 

Yes/No 

Date 

Date 

Date ------
Signed ______________ Board of Studies ________ Date _____ _ 

P.T.O. 



UNIVERSITY OF LONDON COURSE UN!T DEGREES COURSE PROPOSAL FORM 

,-no c_uu'l 1 Q...\i '\ t· fl &. 

Name o School Chelsea. College 38 (§3 He:_ I~ 0 "-f--) 

Faculty(ies) In which Course wHl be offered ____ S_c_i_e_n_c_e _________________ _ 

SECTION ONE TITLE, VALUE AND STATUS OF COURSE 

1. Tit le of Course _ E_- l_e_m_e_n_t_s_o_f __ s_o_c_i_a_l_P_o_l_i_c_y_& __ A_d_n_1i_n_i_· s_t_r_a_t_i_o_n_I_l_(_H_e_a_l_t h __ c_a_r_·e_)_ 
(including College 
Coursenumber) __ 4_9_6_8 ______________________________ ~ 

2. Proposed Value ln course units: 

3. Is proposed Course to be 'Introductory'? 

4. Does this Course supersede an approved Course? 
If Yes, give official Course Number of Course superseded: 

5. Has Course to be superseded ever been taught? 
examined? 

6. Date from which new Course is to be introduced l September l 1979 

SECTION TWO DETAILS OF SYLLABUS, WORK LOAD AND EXAMINATIONS 

7. General scope of Course (i. e. outline of the field of study to be covered) 

Organizational aspects of health care delivery, e.g., problems of the 
administrative structure of the National Health Service; the role of 
the primary physician; problems of decentralized decision making; 
provision for special needs; the inter-relation between health and 
welfare services. Political and economic aspects, e.g., resource 
allocation: need and demand; equity and efficiency; allocation of 
health and social services. Alternative methods of health care 
delivery, e.g., the American system and national health insurance 
in one European system. 

8. Number of terms duration: 
9. Approximate total numbers of hours which students will spend in: 

(a) Lectures 
(b) Laboratory or Field work 
(c) Tutorial I Seminar work 

10. Indicate if Course is designed for any particular year of study: 
xXklllK/ Second I Third I {n1"1'tK~ 

11. Examinations (a) Number of written papers 
(b) practicals 

At discretion of (c) n~ essays aJtl!lm§~otJl 
tu tor and examiners (d) W!ll Course examination include an oral? 

(e) Will Course examirurtion include assessment of nKP<~ 
~~eibax>k.9:,xoa:xuselLSilltmt:iol work 

done for tutorials I seminars, etc? 

3 I 

775 

12. Board of Studies from whose Panel Visiting Examiners for the Course will be ,_d_ra_wn ________ ., 

ls.A.C. first inst}ance 

INTERCOLLEGIATE TEACHING ARRANGEMENT:::; 
and Social Administration 

13. II any part of this Course is to be taught in another College, 

give name(s) o( College(s) -----------------------------

14. Is a separate Course Proposal belng submitted by the College( a)? 

15. if_~· c:r . Signed {~ )c:x>.c· ( l { 

Noted 
---------------~ 

Head of Department 

Registrar 

16. To be completed by Board(s) of Studies by which proposed Course is approved 

Signed-------------- Board of Studies ______ _ 

Yes/No 

Date _____ _ 

Signed ______________ Board of Studies ________ Date. _____ _ 

P.T.O. 



UNIVERSITY OF LONDON COURSE UNIT DEGREES COURSE PROPOSAL FORM 
(]:Jo c:J-UY7SLJl1J-· A 3 

Name of School Chelsea College 38 (5 fie_ ( :l.._ 9 c..~ 

Faculty(lea) in which Course will be offered'--_..;;S...::c;.:i;.:e;.;n.:.;c;;.;e::;.._ _________________ _ 

SECTION ONE TITLE, VALUE AND STATUS OF COURSE 

1. Title of Course ___ C_O_MMUN __ IC_A_T_I_O_N_l_N_N_U_R_S_I_N_G ______________ 8_0~0-
(inoluding College 
Coursenu?nber)~_.....,......_....._ ___________________________ ~ 

2. Proposed Value in course units: 

3. Is proposed Course to be 'Introductory'? -¥es/No 
its~ 

4. Does this Course supersede an approved Course? 
13 Is b I 61 ol ci 7 I ol al If Yea, give official Course Number of Course superseded: 

5. Has Course to be superseded ever been taught? 
examined? 

YES~ 

Ye'"~ 
6. Date from which new Course is to be introduced Oct. 11979 

SECTION TWO DETAILS OF SYLLABUS, WORK LOAD AND EXAMffiATIONS 

7. 

8. 
9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

General scope of Course (!.e. outline of the field of study to be covered) 

This course sets out to examine the establishment of professional 
relationships with patients by a study of corrnnunication in nursing. 
Relevant literature concerning the effects of illness upon patients a n <l 
families will be studied, also the social psychology of individua l 
and group behaviour. During the course .students will h a ve opportunities 
to follow 'patient careers' and to produce care studies drawn from the ir 
own practical experiences in hospital and community health service. 

Number of terms duration: 
Approximate total numbers of hours which students wtll spend in: 

(a) Lectures 
(b) Laboratory or Field work 
(c) Tutorial I Seminar work 

Indicate if Course is designed for any particular year of study: 
First I Seeontr/..Third- / {FDurthr 

Examinations (a) Number of written papers 
(b) practicals 
(c) reports, essays or projects 
(d) Will Course examination include an oral? 
(e) wm Course examination include assessment of field work, 

laboratory work or notebooks, or assessment of work 
done for tutorials I seminars, etc? 

Board of Studies from whose Panel Visiting Examiners for the Course wtll be ,,_d_ra_wn_.. ______ __, 

~AC Nursing Studi Js 
INTERCOLLEGIATE TEACHING ARRANGEMENTI:i 

13. If any part of this Course is to be taught ln another College, 

give name(a) of College(s) --------------------------

14. Is a separate Course Proposal being submitted by the College(s)? 

';v~1·1 .... ,/ ~ - ~fi'. il \\ \_, '\_, 15. Signed --~~,_._--,...Y-___ _,_ ______ Head of Department 

Noted Registrar 
,,..--

16. To be completed by Board(s) of Studies by which proposed Course ls approved 

'Ui!/No 

Signed------------- Board of Studies _______ Date _____ _ 

Signed _____________ Board of Studies ________ Date. _____ _ 

P.T.O. 



BSc Degree in Nursing Studies .at Bedford College 

28 Considered: Proposals to introduce in October 198o a course le~~:~g to a degree in 
Nursing Studies to be offered at Bedford College in cooperation with Middlesex 
Hospital School of Nursing [Document D circulated with the Agenda]. 

Agreed: (1) That the Advisory Committee welcomed in principle the idea of a degree 
in Nursing Studies in which the balance of subjects studied wa8 
different from that in the existing BSc course at Chelsea College. A 
degree placing greater emphasis on the Social Sciences could be of 
value to the nursing profecsion and might attract students with 
different interests. 

(2) A degree course with Nursing Studies as the main field should include 
studies in the biological sciences and behavioural/social sciences in 
addition to nursing but the nursing content must dominate. It was 
recognised that the present proposals from Bedford College represented 
a development of the existing "sandwich" courses for a BSc degree in Social 
Policy and for the professional qualification of SRN. It was not however 
considered that sufficient evolvement was proposed to justify the new 
integrated course being designated as a course in Nursing Studies. It 
would still be more appropriate to describe the main field(s) as "Social 
Sciences with/and Nursing". Of the courses proposed under the general 
heading Nursing Studies several would be deemed to fall more appropriately 
in other fields, eg General and Social Psychology within the field 
Behavioural Sciences. 

(3) The Committee were informed that the nursing content of the proposed cours~ 
had been accepted by the Royal College of Nursing as providing an approp
riate background of professional training for state registration. The 
University would however wish to have adequate assurance that the teaching 
of courses in Nursing Studies would be of an academic standard appropriate 
for a degree and would also be undertaken by persons with appropriate 
academic qualifications to teach and to examine for course-units of a degree 
of the University of London. The Special Advisory Committee would therefore 
wish to seek further information concerning the arrangements which were 
being proposed for members of the academic staff of Bedford College to be 
involved in the teaching of the nursing units and the teaching of the 
practical content of these units on the hospital wards,orof proposals which 
may exist for appointing staff of the School of Nursing at the Middlesex 
Hospital 8.8 honorary members of the academic staff of Bedford College. The 
Committee would stress the importance of courses in nursing being designed, 
taught and examined by members of the academic staff cf the University. 

(4) Further discussion of the detailed proposals should be deferred until the 
next meeting which a representative of Bedford College and of the Middlesex 
Hospital School of Nursing should be invited to attend. In the meantime 
Bedford College should be informed that the Committee welcomed the idea of 
this degree course in principle but that the College might wish to give 
further consideration to the preliminary. views before the next meeting. 

Next Meeting 

' 

The next meeting will be held at 2.30 pm on Friday, 12 October 1979 in Senate Houae. 29 



J:,(;CUM.GN1' D 
(SAC Nursing 6. 7. 79) 

Proposal for a Degree i n Nursing Studies at Bedford College 

Background Statement from the College 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5 . 

In September 1969, Bedford College began an experimental 

scheme of training with the MacDonald-Buchanan School of 

Nursing at the Middlesex Hospital. This scheme consisted of 

(i) a degree in Sociology Branch III (later replaced by one 

in Social Science and Administration and again in 1977 by a 

course-unit degree with special Field of Study in Social 

Policy and (ii) a special course leading to the qualifica

tion of State Registered Nurse and consisting of a month ' s 

training immediately before starting the university degree 

course, a month's training in each of the two long vacations 

and approximately eighteen months training following 

graduation. The Secretary of State approved the continuation 

of this course for a further five years to November 1976 . 

The combined course was set up in the belief that the 

study of sociology would give nurses a deeper understanding 

of the social institutions of industrial society, and of the 

causes and course of social change, including a special study 

of the sociology of medical care. It was intended that the 

students should acquire a depth of knowledge that would enable 

them to deal with a wide variety of situations and to adopt an 

analytical and critical approach to their daily work, which 

would in turn enhance their practise of nursing. It was also 

expected that graduates would be equipped to assist in the 

exercise of responsibility and in the formation and inter

pretation of policy in nursing administration, professional 

organisation and nursing education and research. 

The combined course has proved very successful. A high 

calibre of students has been attracted who have obtained 

well above average academic results as graduates, followed 

by equally high professional success . The motivation of 

the students has been especially strong resulting in a very 

high proportion remaining in the profession. 

The present proposal is designed to capitalise the 

experience on the combined course and to remove two dis

advantages; the restriction of numbers to six a year 

because of the need to support the students during pro

fessional training out of NHS funds and the lack of any 

real opportunity to integrate the students professional 

training with their academic study of the behavioural 

sciences. 

We also wish to provide a base upon which a body of 

knowledge related to the principles and practices of 

nursing can be developed through research. We see the 

behavioural sciences as providing an essential basis for 

an understanding of the problems involved in caring for 



6. 

7. 

the individual in health and in sickness and in the 

community and in hospital. We consider that the Department 

of Sociology at Bedford College is particularly able to 

support this aim through its development of the study of 

sociology as applied to medicine in the Social Research 

Unit based in the Department under the direction of 

Professor Jefferys and Professor Brown. 

The present submission does not. change the basic in

gredients of the present combined course, but is designed 

to integrate them and take advantage of the flexibility of 

a course-unit degree to provide some specially designed 

academic courses. The basis remains that of an honours 

degree in social policy combined with a special professional 

training. 

Draft regulations are appended. We have had difficulty 

in ascribing course-unit values to some of the elements of 

the curriculum. We have interpreted the University's 

Regulations to mean that we need to restrict the total number 

of units to 12 in order that a candidate, who has failed 

essential courses, will not qualify for a special field of 

study in Nursing Studies carrying professional recognition. 

Otherwise we would have, probably, wished to have given 

added value to the Introduction to Medical Sciences 

course, the Social Psychology course in the third year 

and the Sociology of Health Care course in the fourth 

year. We would like to discuss this matter further to 

confirm that our reading of the regulations is accurate. 

We would also like to discuss the possibility of naming 

the special field of study "Nursing Studi e s and Social 

Policy" (or vice-versa) 



DRAFT COLL.r.,Gi:; HEGULA'l'IONS 

Degree in Nursing Studies 

The B.Sc. degree with Nursing Studies as the main field of 

study is offered by Bedford College, in association with the Macdonald

Buchanan School of Nursing of the Middlesex Hospital, according to 

University of London Regulations for First Degrees based on Course-units. 

Successful candidates for the degree will also be awarded the professional 

qualification of State Registered Nurse. 

Before entering the Course, candidates for admission must have 

satisfied the entrance requirements of the University of London. These 

are set out in the Bedford College Prospectus, which may be obtained from 

the Registrar. 

1. To obtain the degree, a student must have completed 

a prescribed amount of work in not less than four 

years. Part of each year will be spent on clinical 

placements and in associated practical work. 

2. The work for the degree is divided into Courses, each 

of which is assessed and examined separately, either 

during or at some time after the conclusion of the 

Course. Each Course has a prescribed unit value and 

to qualify for the degree, a candidate must complete 

a minimum of 12 course-units and satisfy the examiners 

in at least 11. A minimum of 6 course-units must be 

in Nursing Studies. Students obtaining a standard 

above that required for a pass will be awarded Honours 

classified as First Class, Second Class (Upper Division), 

Second Class (Lower Division) and Third Class. 

3. In accordance with University Regulations, a student 

may be refused entry to the examination in a Course if, 

in the view of the teachers of that Course, the student's 

attendance has been inadequate. In such a case the 

student will not be considered to have completed the 

Course. 

4. Examinations will always contain some written element. 

This will usually take the form of written papers, but 

may be in the form of a report or a practical examin

ation. Oral examinations and assessment of practical 

placements and general performance throughout the 

Course may also be taken into consideration. 

5. At the end of the first or second year a student may 

choose, or may be required, to proceed to a course of 

study leading to the award of a degree in another main 

field and without the professional nursing qualification. 

Such students will be eligible for the award of a degree 

after a minimum course of study of three years and on 

completion of at least 9 course-units with passes in 8. 



8. Notes on the Draft Regulations 

(a) All the Social Science Courses are cour ses at present 

registered for students taking Social Policy as their 

main field of study . 

(b) The Nursing Studies courses provided at Bedford College 

are modifications of similar courses taken by Social 

Po li c y students. In particular , the Sociology of Health 

Care has developed out of the Sociology of Medicine 

course taken by Social Policy students which in turn has 

grown out of the interests of the Department ' s Social 

Re search Unit. This course has a key role in integrating 

the Stude nt's academic and professional studies. 

(c) The Introduction to Medical Sciences Course will be 

taught over a total of ten weeks full-time study during 

the Summe r Vacation of the first year . It will provide 

students with a foundation course in medical sciences as 

a preparation for further study in the professional units 

and consists of Anatomy, Physiology, Pathology, Microbiology 

and Psychology. 

(d) The Introduction to Nursing Studies course will provide the 

student with an introduction to the care of medical, 

surgical and geriatric patients and introduce them to 

working as part of a ward team. The character of the 

other Nursing Studies courses taught at the School of 

Nursing is indicated by their title . 

. <;xt r ac Ls f r om the Uni ve r sity Re gul a t ion s for Cours e-li ni t De grees 

7. Degree Requirements and Consideration for 
Honours 
7.1 Save as provided in paragraph 7.2 below to be admitted to a degree under 
these Regulations a candidate must: 
(a) have completed to the satisfaction of his School courses valued at a mini

mum of nine course-units, of which not more than three may be selected 
from those designated as introductory; 

(b) have satisfied the examiners to a value of at least eight course-units; 
(c) have been examined in all parts of the examination prescribed for each 

course. 
Candidates accepted under the Regulations for Advanced Students or Regula
tions for Transfer Students may be granted exemption from certain courses 
and the corresponding examinations (see sections 2 and 3). 
7.2 For certain degree programmes (sec sections 14, 15, 16 and 17 below), 
~peci a l regulations apply. To be admitted to a degree under these regulations 
a candidate must: 
(a) have completed the minimum period of study prescribed; 
(b) have completed to the satisfaction of his School a prescribed minimum 

value of course-units of which not more than a prescribed minimum value 
may be selected from those designated as introductory; 

(c) have satisfied the examiners in a prescribed minimum number of such 
courses; 

(d) have been examined in all parts of the examination prescribed for each 
course. 

15. B.Sc. Degree with Nursing Studies as the Main Field 
15.1 A student registering for the B.Sc. degree with Nursing Studies as the 
main field is required to pursue a full-time .course of study extendmg over a 
minimum of four years. Part of each year will be spent l!' a hosf:'1tal school of 
nursing approved by the University for the purpose and m associated practlcal 
work. 
15 .2 In order to qualify for the degree with Nursing S'.udies. as the main field 
of study a candidate must have completed to th~ sat1sfact1on of h.1s School 
courses valued at a minimum of 12 course-urnts and have satlsfied the 
examiners to a value of at least 11 course-units. !"ot more than three cours~
units may be selected from those designated as mtroductory and at least six 
must be in Nursing. 



DEGREE STRUCTURE 

In the following, Courses taught at Bedford College are 

designated (BC) and those at the Middlesex are designated (MX). 

First Year 

Social Sciences 

(BC) INTRODUCTION TO SOCIAL THEORY (1/2 C/U) 

(BC) INTRODUCTION TO SOCIAL STRUCTURE (1/2 C/U) 

(BC) INTRODUCTION TO SOCIAL HISTORY (1/2 C/U) 

(BC) INTRODUCTION TO RESEARCH METHODS (1/2 C/U) 

(BC) INTRODUCTION TO ECONOMICS (1/2 C/U) 

Nursing Studies 

(MX) INTRODUCTION TO NURSING STUDIES (1/2 C/U) 

(Each Course is examined in June by a two-hour unseen paper) 

Summer Vacation of First Year 

Nursing Studies 

(MX) INTRODUCTION TO MEDICAL SCIENCES (1/2 C/U) 

(Examined at the conclusion of the Course by 2 two-hour 

unseen papers, one in Anatomy and Physiology and the 

other in Pathology and Microbiology.) 

In order to proceed to Second Year Social Sciences Courses , 

students must have passed Courses to a value of at least 2 

course-units from the Social Sciences Courses taken in the 

First Year. In order to proceed to Second Year Nursing 

Studies Courses, both Nursing Studies Courses taken in the 

First Year must have been passed. 

Second Year 

Social Sciences 

(BC) SOCIAL POLICY 

(BC) METHODS OF SOCIAL RESEARCH 

(1 C/U) 

(1 C/U) 

(BC) SOCIAL STRUCTURE OF INDUSTRIAL SOCIETIES (1 C/U) 

Nursing Studies 

(BC) ADMINISTRATION OF THE HEALTH SERVICES (1/2 C/U) 

(Examined in June, the first 3 Courses by three-hour unseen 

papers and the last by a two-hour unseen paper) 

Summer Vacation of Second Year 

Nursing Studies 

(MX) GERIATRIC NURSING (1/2 C/U) 

(Examined at the end of the Course by a case-study of a 

maximum of 5000 words. Ward assessment is included 

in the mark for the Course.) 



Third Year 

Nursing Studies 

(BC; GENERAL AND SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY (1/2 C/U) 

(Examined in June by a three-hour unseen paper . ) 

(BC) In addition, students attend a short non

exi11llined Course on COUNSELLING 

(MXI ACUTE MEDICAL NURSING 

(MX) ACUTE SURGICAL AND OBS'l'ETRICS NURSING 

(1/2 C/U) 

(1 C/U) 

\~nth examined at the end of the Course by a written report 

an1 a multiple choice question paper.) 

(MX) GNYAECOLOGICAL NURSING (1/2 C/U) 

Summer vacation of Third Year 

Nursing Studies 

(MX) GYNAECOLOGICAL NURSING (continued) 

(Examined at the end of the Course by a completed work 

book, a written report and a multiple choice question 

paper.) 

Fourth Year 

Nursing Studies 

(BC) SOCIOLOGY OF HEALTH CARE (1 C/U) 

(Examined in June by a three-hour unseen paper and an essay 

of a maximum of 10,000 words to be submitted by lst June.) 

(~..X) PAEDIATRIC NURSING (1/2 C/U) 

(ExlITlined at thP end of the Course by a written report and 

a multiple choice questions paper.) 

(MX) PSYCHIATRIC NURSING ( 1/2 C/U) 

(Exam ned at the end of the Course by a case-study of a 

maximum of 5000 words and an oral examination.) 

There is also a three-hour unseen comprehensive paper on 

Nursi g in June. 

In order to qualify for State Registration, there is a final 

period of Nursing Practice (Long Stay) and a general 

Conso-1dation Course in the summer vacation of the Fourth Year. 
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APPi!:NDIX 3 

t.u'!lSI~"G STL'DIES: _'OTB 01" GUIDANCE FROM THE UGC 

Uni versi ti<'s cont1.':npl llting new developmonts in Nursing Studios oro ndviaod to give 
considcraii,)n to th<' following rcquirem<'nts bcforo r<'nching ft finol decision on 
whether a dc~r~e course should be introduced:-

1. STAFFING 

The civnil<-11.>ili ty of suitably qualified teachers of high academic calibre 
to h0nti and t,o staff dC'partments of nLJrsing should be cxploredo There are 
at present ouly ll very limited number of experienced nurses with higher 
degrees or even with first degrccso The young graduatPs from nursing courses 
need to ~ . .tin professional experience before taking up acudcmic appointments 
and it will take some years to build up a pool of academic teachers. 

It •ould he advisa~lc to enter into fornal arrangements with the Health 
Authoriti~s as to their cpntribution tow~rds teaching staff in hospitals. 

2. ACADDUC PRO\'lSIONS 

The Briggs Committee recommended that A Ur iversity offering a course in 
Nursing Studies required 1;he following disciplines:-

a. fliolo~ical Sciences with ~ bias townrds the medical sciences 
psychology (!'ociEll as well as clinic'11) 
aociology, ~ith particular reference tochaJJging patterns of health needs 
nud health C'arc · 
st.nt..i.stics und the in1;erpretaticm of research data 
epidP1:1iology 
organisation theory and operational research as applied to the NHS 
education, including educational teclmology. 

b. The UGC Nursing Panel points to the desirability of dcsi~ing social 
scicnC'E~ courses with the needs of n~irses in mind; and emphasises that 
thC' lcvd of instruction in the medical sciences customary for an SRN 
course would not be adequate acadP.mically for a university degree. 

c. It would be di.fficult to develop an acndemically sntisfncl,ory degree 
if too many Slihjects are included. The pattern of the course content 
and its balunce between medical, social and p1Jrsing studies is therefore 
regttrdcd as flexible. 

d. 1'hcrc should be integration of the academic degree with nuri;e training 
in hospi.tAl throui;I• involvement of the eC'adcmic t<:achers in patient 
care, oth~rwise the academic department would become divorced from 
clinic~l teaching. 

2~ FINANCE 

The course n~~ds to be properly funded both by the University and the Health 
Authnrity. To tailor social science courses is likely to _be costly, and 
tlw s<rn1c would npply to the biological sciences at uni vcrsi ties i.'i thout a 
t'.lf:<lic:al i:.chool. 

4. CLI~~CAL FACILITIES 

The University might havo tq provide tutlriol and staff rooms in the 
hospi t\ll 0 It is Advisable to mal~e sure j n advance whut physical 
facili tins the Health Authority will pro\: ide. Universities in large 
conurb<ltions seem the mo•t -ppropriate lo ·~ations because of tl;e likelihood 
of adcquote hospital faciliiies ond clinicol material. 

April 197( 
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The Committee's minutes disclose two issues of major concern, the content and 
character of the degree and the organisation proposed at Bedford Colege for the 
teaching of Nursing Studies, I think it would be useful if I prefaced my reply by 
setting out our rrotives in developing our present course and I would like to conclude 
by referring in more detail to the problems we have encountered in interpreting the 
Regulations dealing with course-unit degrees in Nursing Studies. I and my colleagues 
will of course be ready to answer questions at the meeting on 12 October and we 
welcome the opportunity to discuss the proposal with the Committee then. 

Why we propose to 0evelop the present Combined Course 

We have two motives: the principal one is academic; the second concerns resources 
but has academic implications. 

The present Combined Cou~se has proved very succesful, judging from the quality of 
its intake, the academic and professional standards reached by the student~ on the 
course, and the successful professional careers followed by graduates. What it 
does not do is to allow the students to bring more than a very small proportion 
of their professional experience to their academic study of the social sciences 
.since the latter has to be completed before the great bulk of the professional 
trainins is begun. We wish to be able to integrate the acarlemic and the 
professional course much more closely. In this way we aim not only to improve 
the quality of the students' learning but also to prepare the ground for research 
into the application of the social sciences to nursing care. We believe that the 
unique contribution of a university to professional training lies in its facility for 
bringing students into contact with the results of research and with those engaged 
in research. In due course the research that the proposal will stimulate will 
further fertilise the teaching on the degree. 

/2 
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The resource factor concerns the numbers on the course which are at presen 
limited to six per year because of the necessarily limited funds provided by 
the GNC which have to meet the cost of students salaries during professional 
training as well as the tutor'salaries. We are not so nafve as to argue 
that a simple transfer of expenditure from one public authority to another 
can in any sense be regared as a saving but we are conscious that the 
present course, because of its size, and the inflexibility of the size, is 
expensive in terms of the resources it uses and we have no way of rendering 
it more economical by increasing the numbers on it. One academic grounds, 
we would in any event prefer an intake of double the present size since that 
would permit a more effective size of teaching groups. 

Content and Charactor of the Proposed Degree 

All professional degrees must have a double purpose, to .. provide the students, 
both with the knowledge, understanding and skills required by the profession, 
and with a higher education to develope his or her intellectual capacity to 
honours degree level. To achieve both of these ends in four years twhen 
three years in the time usually spent in achieving just one separately) 
we regarded as our most challenging task. We tackled it by analysing 
the contend of existing degree courses in the area and by bringing these 
results, and our preliminary thinking based on our experience with the 
Combined Course, to a specially convened ad-hoe committee~ Individuals 
were invited from the Department of Sociology, the Social Research Unit, 
the Academic Board and the Central Administration at Bedford Colle~e, the 
School of Nursing at the Middlesex Hospital, (I refer to it thus to avoid 
its very cumbersome official title), the Middlesex Hospital Medical School, 
the General Nursing Council, and from an institution outside the University 
with experience of running a Nursing Studies degree to serve on this 
committee. It held several meetings and in due course made its recommendations 
to the Department of Sociology and the School of Nursing which werethe sponsoring 
bodies for the Combined Course and these recommendations, subsequently endorsed by 
the Academic Board at Bedford College t(4}m the basis of tne present submission. 

We identified the basic ingredien~of a degree in nursing as professional training 
and knowledge of the biological and medical sciences and of the behavioural 
sciences including sociology, social policy and administration and psychology. 
We then turned to the problem of identifying where the honours degree component 
would lie. We ·decided upon a double foundation; to develop the academic 
aspect of the professional training, drawing upon the basic education in the 
component disciplines set out above into a programme of 'nursing studies' 
and at the same time to focus the teaching in the sd.cial sciences upon tli.e 
application of sociology to health care and .. of social policy and administration 
to the development of the health services. We were well aware that other 
institutions reached different conclusions to ours (and that yet others had 
reached similar ones.) We considered however that there were positive 
advantages in having a variety of approaches to the construction of nursing 
studies degreesat this stage in their development and we felt that our two 
institutions had special expertise in the particular develo ment that was 
proposed. We do not nevertheless regard our proposal answer but would 
expect it to develop very considerably during operation. In particular, we 
would see the two components, Nursing Studies and the Social Sciences further 
intergrated. 
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The degree would however probably always reflect the special emphases we 
place on the social sciences and the special interest we have in those 
areas of nursing where the social sciences are particularly relevant 
and likely to become more involved. The Social Research Unit at Bedford 
College has pioneered the teaching of the Social Sciences to medical students 
in London University; it has a very successful M.Sc. course with an 
internationalreputation in Sociology as Applied to Medicine; for the 
past four years it has provided annually a choice of course-units which 
enables MB BS Students to take an honours degree in basic medical sciences 
with sociology and some twelve students have accepted this opportunity 
annually; and it has established itself as a centre for research sponsored 
by the Medical Research Council and by the DHSS. Out of this work has 
developed a very successful undergraduate course in the Sociology of Medicine 
and from this we intend to develop a cot-rse in the sociology of health care 
that will ne tne course tnat integrates the Social Sciences witn the 
Nursing Studies in tne new Degree. we have a joint appointment with the 
Middlesex Hospital Medical School of a lecturer in medical sociol°Sy, and 
a further lecturer based entirely at Bedford College, who would be respon
sible for teaching on the new degree. The Middlesex Hospital school of 
nursing has now had considerable experience in developing advanced courses; 
both the present Combined Course and the course leading to the University 
~iploma. While we would expect to look outside for the first appointment 
for the new course (and have made informal soundingsin this area) we 
would expect that tutors already in post who have the necessary qualifications 
for degree work would contribute to the teaching at the Middlesex, probably 
in the capacity of visiting lectures. 

The Organisation of the Proposed Degree 

We accept entirely the points made by the Committee. The Dep~rt:ment of 
Sociology at Bedford College is well organised to deal with thQSkind of 
Froblem. It is in fact a cross between a small faculty and a very large 
department with 180 undergraduate and 80 postgraduate students. It 
embraces a variety of social science disciplines - sociology, social 
policy, economics, public administration and statistics are the main 
elements - and also a number of separate units and sections which are 
responsible for thei~ own day to day administration: the Social Research 
Unit, the Legal ResearchUnit and the Social Work Section are the three 
principal units in addition to the undergraduate and postgraduate sections. 
All units and sections embrace a number of disciplines so that individual 
~embers of the department are invariably engaged in more than one section, none 
of which can therefore be regarded as self-contained. There is only one 
head of department, and in that the department is liKe any other, but 
responsibility for day to day administration is delegated and secretarial 
resources are allocated to that end. The person to whom responsibility is 
delegated shares with the head of department responsibility for policy 
initiatiyes and is a member of all appointment committees concerned with his 
unit of section. 
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A nursing Studies section would be established to take charge of the 
proposed degree and would be headed by the senior tutor. We would 
prefer the title of tutor to that of Lecturer on an analogy with the 
Social Work teachers as an indication that they must have professional 
qualifications and that the acquisition of further such qualifications 
may be counted as part of the corrunitment to pursue research which is 
required from all university teachers. The section would probably be 
based in premises close to the main college ·along with the medical sociology 
secti:on, (which is part of the responsibility of the Socia] Research Unit) ·, 
Professor G.W. Brown's MRC research programme and most of the research 
and post-gruaduate work of the Department. The organisation of the 
Nursing Studies Section would of course be discussed with whoever is 
appointed to take charge of it but it would probably follow the basic 
pattern of the Social Work Section. That section consists of a 
professionally qualified Tutor-in-Charge who is a senior lecturer, two 
further full-time and three part-time pro~essionally qualified tutors 
who are all university lecturers, and visiting lecturers in the shape 
of Psychiatrists, paediatricians, lawyers and so on. · There is one 
full time secretary, access to a further part time secretary, and a 
separate consumables account. The Tutor-in-Charge is, in conjection 
with her professional colleagt°s, entirely responsible for student. • 

A 

admissions, course planning and timetabling, and student progress, but 
~ust of course be ready to accanmodatethe needs of all members of the 
department who are involved in tecfhing social work students. The 

A 
head of the department is always involved in cases of difficulty and 
both he, and the department as a whole, participates in developing new 
policies, just as the all social work tutors make their contribution to 
departmental policy making in other sections. The full time tutors all 
contribute to undergraduate teaching though necessarily in a very limited 
way becaue of the •constraintsimposed by their social work responsibilities. 
We have been complimented by the professional validating body on the way in 
which the social work section is integrated fully into the department and is 
supported by it whilst at the timebeing qiven full professional independence. 
The same principles would govern the running of a Nursing Studies Section. 

We are aware of the difficulties that may arise from a shortage of 
experienced and well ,qualified applicants for the posts of tutors in nursing studies 
We would plan to appoint the tutor in charge before the arrival of the first 
intake and to involve him or .her in the further detailed planning of the degree. 
The second tutor would be appointed during the first year of the course so thatby 
the time the students arrived at the part of their course where the professional 
element predominated, the swruner of the second year, both tutors would be well 
established. Both would be full-time university teachers in every sense. 
Our experience with social work education has shown that there is something 
lost if teachers allow themselves to be cut off entirely from what is 
happening in the field in their profession. For that reason we think it 
is essential that the tutors should have a second base in the Middlesex 
Hospital · and should have some connection with teaching other students nurses 
there. In return, we would hope that some of the tutors already engaged with 
advanced work at the Middlesex could contribute some teaching for the degree 
students who would benefit from a variety of i"Puts in their professional 
training. While the adminstrative (and possible financial arrangements) 
woud:J. have to be worked out, the probable basis for this kind of co-operation 
would be the .appointment of qualified. tutors ... at the Middlesex as visiting 
tutors at Bedford College. 
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l"I 

The Interprejtion of the Course-Unit Regulations 

As explained in the submission, we have had considerable difficulty with 
the mechanics of the course-unit structure (as distinct from its substantive 
content) and we feel that we cannot finally solve these problems until w~ 
have had an opportunity of discussing with you our interpretation of the rules for 
course-unit degrees in Nursing Studies. It will probably help if I set out 
the substantive content of the degree as we see it and then explain the 
mechanical problem we encountered and so put the solution we have adopted 
into context. 

As explained above, the degree has twin academic bases i~ Nursing Studies and 
in the Social Sciences. Each begins with introductory studies designed to 
provide a foundation for further specialised studies in each branch. The 
two brandles are integrated in the second half of tlE final year which is 
devoted to this purpose. This scheme can best be set out in diagramatic 
£0 . 

BASIC FOUNDATION 

SPECIALISATION 

INTEGRATION 

SOCIAL SCIENCES 

In\ro to Social Theory 

Intro to Social Structure 

Intro to Research Methods 

Intro to Economics 

Intro to Social History 

General and Social 
Psychology 

Social Structure of 
Industrial Societies 

Research Methods 

Social Policy 

Administration of the 
Health Services 

Sociology of Health Care 

Extended Essay. 

NURSING STUDIES 

Intro to Nursing Studies 

Intro. to Medical Sciences 

Geriatric Nursing 
Acute aedical Nursing 

Acute Surgical and 
Obstetric Nursing 

Gynaecological Nursing 

Paediatric Nursing 

Psychiatric Nursing 

(NB There is also a consolidation of Professional Practice 
in the Long Vacation of the Fourth Year which completes 
the student's 1.ualification for State Registration) 
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The study time spend on the two branches would be about the same (the total 
Nursing Studies component would be much the larger because of the further 
need for experience in patient care so that with the addition of the 
intergrating studies there would be a majority of units in Nursing Studies. 

The mechanical problem proved to be this: Bedford College accepts the 
University definition of a course-unit as the minimum amount of work 
required from an · average stu: .ent in a third of a year and therefore expects 
most students to do more than the minimum and good honours students to do the 
maximum (four per year) or very near the maximum. The Department of 
Sociology normally admits only gbod honour:sstudents and would certainly 
regard anyothers as not qualified for this degree. We would therefore 
expect such students to complete 16 units in four yedrs, including an 
extended essay for which there would be no specific teaching. On this 
basi$, there would be 7 Social Science Units and 9 Nursing Studies Units, includin• 

the 2 integrat€d studies units. 2-2~ of the units in each branch would be 
foundation units. As we have been advised, and as we interpret the 
University Regulations, unless . we restrict the number of units to 12, 
we run the risk of turning out graduates who obtain a professional qualification 
although they have failed some of their professional courses. Indeed a 
candidate could fail two Nursing Studies units and three Social Science units 
and still qualify for a degree-, according to the basic University Regulations~ 

Obviously, we could have ignored our existing interpretation of the basic 
definition of a course-unit and reduced the weighting of every unit by 25% so that 
the total came out at -12 but here we run up against the fact that most of the 
social[units are already established in other degrees (and we regard it as a 
positive benefit - on both sides - that these students will take some courses 
with other students) and so their value cannot be changed. What we have 
done therefore is to eliminate the extended essay as a separate unit but 
retain it as part of the assessment of the Sociology of Health Care course, 
and reduce the weighting of the Nursing Studies units and of the social 
science units devised speci~lly for this degree. We would intend to remedy 
the unbalance this would give the final assessment for honours by weighting 
the third and fourth years substantially against the first ( which we would 
do anyway) and/the s~cond (which consists of mainly social science units 
which retain tlieir existing value). Finally we have identified as 
Nursing Studies units the social science courses specially devised for 
this degree in order to make the paper balance correspond to the balance 
in reality. 

We are not proud of manipulation which has been forced upon us by the 
existing regulations. We would much prefer to base our regulations on the reality 
which is that we expect these students to study and require them to be capable 
of studying the maximum of four units a year. Only on that basis is it, in 
our opinion possible for a student to obtain both an honours degree and a 
professional qualification in four years. Our scheme would then have 7 units 
of Nursing Studies , 7 units of Social Sciences and 2 units of integrated 
studies which could count as either. This is the problem we would like to 
discuss, because there is always the possibility that we have got it wrong. 
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Please let me know if I can help the committee further. I attach, by 
way of appendices, (a) the changes that would be needed in our draft 
regulations to establish the degree on the basis of four course-units 
per year, and (b) the names of those who will .attend the meeting in 
October. 

In conclusion, I would like to say that I much appreciate the positive 
response made to our proposals by the Committee and that I look forward 
to meeting the Committee on the 12th. 

Yours sincerely, 

\ 
DR. I.F. BURTON 
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Appendix (A) 

Possible Amendments to Regulations to provi<W for a 16 C.U. scheme 

Regulation 2. second sentence to read: 

'Each course has a prescribed unit value a.pd to 

qualify for a degree, a candidate must comp~ete 

16 course-units, including 9 course-units in Nursing 

Studies, and satisfy the examiners in at least 15, 

including all 9 units in Nursing Studies.' 

Amend courses as follows: 

First Year 

(MX) INTRODUCTION TO NURSING STUDIES (1 C/U) 

(MS) INTRODUCTION TO MEDICAL SCIENCES (1 C/U) 

Second Year 

(BC) ADMINISTRATION OF THE HEALTH SERVICES (~ C/U) to be a Social 
Sciences Unit. 

(MX) GERIATRIC NURSING (\ C/U) 

Third Year 

(BC) GENERAL AND SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY 
Social Sciences Unit 

(MX) ACUTE MEDICAL NURSING 

(MX) ACUTE SURGICAL AND OBSTETRICS NURSING 

(MS GYNAECOLQGICAL NURSING 

Fourth Year 

(1 C/U) and to be a 

(\ C/U) 

CH . C/U) 

(~ C/U) 

Delete all after 'unseen paper' in assessment for SOCIOLOGY 

OF HEALTH CARE and add new unit: 

(BC) EXTENDED ESSAY 

(MX) PAEDIA_TRIC NURSING 

(MS) PSYCHIATRIC NURSING 

Cl C/U) 

(\ C/U) 

(~ C/U) 

/9 
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SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME 

Social Sciences Nursing Studies Tar AL 

lst year 2~ 1 3~ 

Long Vacation 1 1 
(~ 4 
(~ 

2nd Year 312 3~ 
4 

Long Vacation ~ ~ 

3rd Year 1 2 3 4 

Long Vacation \ ~ 
(~ 

(\,~ 
4 4th year 3~ 3~ 

Tar AL 7 9 16 4 x 4 
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